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PREFACE. 


More  than  seventy  years  have  now  elapsed  since  the 
decease  of  Samuel  Fotuergill.  It  has  often,  during 
that  period,  heen  wished  tliat  some  account  of  his  life 
and  gospel  labours  should  be  written,  and  that  bis  letters 
sbonld  be  pnblished ;  that  thus  the  example,  the  senti- 
ments, and  the  experience  of  one,  who  in  his  youth  was 
so  remarkably  visited  by  Divine  Grace,  and  in  more 
mature  liie  was  so  eminently  gifted  for  religious  service, 
migbt  not  be  lost,  bat  serve  for  the  benefit  and  instruc- 
tion of  others.  It  is  this  feeling  which  has  led  to  the 
present  pnblieation,  with  a  desire  that  sncb  may  be  its 
fruits* 

Doctor  Foihergill  contemplated  the  pnUicatton  of 
such  a  work,  and  made  some  progress  in  collecting 
materials  for  it,  soon  after  the  decease  of  bis  brother; 
bat,  whether  irom  his  numerous  engagements,  whether 
from  tibe  diminished  energy  which  is  generally  the 
attendant  upon  advancing  years,  or  from  whatever 
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cause  it  might  be,  be  never  carried  bis  iutcntion  into 

execulioD. 

By  much  the  lai^r  portion  of  the  letters  contained 

in  the  present  vvuik,  have  been  long  in  tlie  possession 
of  mj  wife's  family,  her  mother,  the  daughter  of  Joseph 
Fothergill;  iiaviug  carefully  preserved  tbeni,  iium  the 
time  of  her  uncle  Samuel's  decease,  and  transmitted 
them  to  her  children  as  n  valuable  record  of  their 
-honourable  relative*  A  few  original  documents,  belong- 
ing lo  some  other  branches  of  the  family,  also  several 
letters  and  papers,  long  in  the  possession  of  my  friend 
Croudsoii  Tunstall,  of  Nautwich,  have  been  kindly 
supplied  to  me. 

In  the  present  volume,  the  address  and  conclusion 
of  the  letters  are,  except  in  a  few  instances,  left  out, 
and  in  many  of  them  the  introductory  sentence  is 
also  omitted,  which  may  give  them  an  appearance  of 
abruptness.  In  order  to  make  the  account  of  some  of 
the  events  during  the  life  of  John  Fothergill  more  dear, 
the  order  of  time  is  a  little  departed  kom  in  the  narra- 
tion of  them,  and  in  the  arrangement  of  a  few  of  the 
earlier  letters. 

It  will  evidently  appear  that  the  lettefs  were  writteJi 
in  the  full  freedom  of  aiiectionate  and  familiar  inter- 
course; but  as  those  who  wrote,  and  those  to  whom 
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they  irere  addressed,  have  all  long  siuce  passed  away 
from  this  life,  most  of  them  without  any  surviving 
descendants,  I  feel  a  liberty  to  insert  names,  and  to 
retain  the  expression  of  sentiments  and  the  mention  of 
cireumstances^  which  otherwise  it  would  have  been 
proper  to  withhold* 

GEO.  CROSFIELD. 

LiVEHPOOL, 

5th  Month,  20th,  1843. 
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M£MOIRS 

OF  THE  LIFE  AND  GOSPEL  LAB0UB8  OF 

SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL. 


CHAPTER  I. 

Is  contemplating  tbe  characters  and  services  of  those 
chosen  senrants  of  the  Lord«  whom,  in  his  Divine  FroTidence, 
he  does  from  time  to  time  ruse  up  in  liis  church,  as  monu- 
ments of  his  mercy  and  instruments  in  his  hand,  we  often  feel 
desires  raised,  that  some  record  of  their  labours  should  be 
preserved,  and  that  their  memories  may  be  handed  down  to 
succeeding  generations ;  that  thus,  though  being  dead,  they 
may  still  speak,  and  that  their  lives  may  tell  of  the  goodness, 
and  proclaim  the  praise,  of  him  by  whom  they  were  so  emi- 
nently qualilied — who  had  called  them  out  of  darkness  into 
his  niar\  ellous  light  —  who  had  sustained  them  through  life, 
and  ill  ihe  end  mercifully  granted  an  entrance  into  his  ever- 
lasting kingdom  :  so  fulfilling  the  declaration,  that  they  that 
turn  many  to  righteousness  shall  shine  as  the  stars  lor  ever 
and  ever. 

Amongst  these  may  be  numbered  John  Fothergill,  of 
Wensleydale,  and  his  son  Samuel  Fotiikkgill,  of  War- 
rington, members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  both  faithful 
and  eminently  qualified  ministers  of  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ. 

In  one  of  those  small  sequestered  dales  which  are  con> 
tiguous  to,  and  in  some  measure  form  branches  of,  the  larger 
valley  of  Wensleydale,  in  the  north*west  of  Yorkshire,  stands 
Carr*£nd,  a  Tespectable4oolnng  mansion,  on  the  banks  of  the 
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small  and  quiet  lake  of  Semer-water.  Here  John  Fothergill 
was  boTDy  in  Uie  first  month  of  1676;  and  this  was  for  many 
years  his  residence^  as  it  had  been  that  of  his  ancestors. 

He  was  the  son  of  Alexander  and  Ann  Fothergill,  of  whom 
he  has  left  this  testimony.   **  My  parents  [were]  not  only 

convinced  of  the  blessed  Gospel  dispensation  of  God  to 

mankind,  in  sending  the  Spirit  of  Christ  to  enlighten  and 
"  reproTo  for  sin,  and  to  lead  the  believers  in  it  into  troth 
*'  and  righteousness,  as  testified  unto  by  the  people  called 
^'Quakers,  but  [tbej]  also  endeavoured  carefully  to  feel  after, 
"  and  live  up  to,  the  powerful  principle  of  Truth,  whereby 
"they  were  both  instructed,  and  enabled  to  be  exemplary  in 
"  life,  and  in  a  religious  concern  to  attend  meetings  for  the 
"worship  of  God,  and  m  :i  humble,  steady,  diligent  waiting 
"  upon  him  for  the  appearance  of  His  enlivening  presence 
"  and  power  to  enable  lliem  to  worship  acceptably.  This  also 
**  led  them  into  a  prodly  care  to  train  up  their  cliildren  iu  the 
"  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  to  take  them  to  religious  meetings, 
"  both  on  fu'st-days  and  other  days  of  ihe  week,  which  they 

seldom  failed  to  attend ;  especially  my  mother,  whose  care 
"  herein,  and  her  spiritual,  reverent  travail  of  soul  in  meet- 
"  ings,  (often  [held]  in  silence)  for  the  sacrifice  of  a  broken 
"  heart  to  be  prepared  in  her  by  the  Lord,  had  very  eariy  a 
"  deep,  afiecting  impression  on  my  consideration." 

From  a  very  early  age,  great  was  his  care  and  inward  fear 
lest  he  should  offend  the  Lord.  ''This,^*  he  says,  "with 
"  some  heavenly  touches  of  the  life  of  truth,  enabled  me  to 
"  live  more  self-denyiugly  and  gravely  than  some  others  of 

Uke  years,  which  my  mother  particidarly  noted  to  herself 

with  some  comfortable  hope  for  the  fiiture." 

The  death  of  his  tender,  carefiil  mother,  which  took  place 
in  1689y  when  he  was  about  13  years  old,  proved  a  great  loss 
to  him;  soon  after  this  event  he  became  for  a  time  less 
watchftd  and  less  thoughtfiil  for  his  souVs  everlasting  welfare, 
and  the  heavenly  desire  and  lookiug  towards  God^  which 
had  previously  been  his  caie,  became  stifled  and  neglected. 
He  was  very  young  at  this  time,  but  these  declensions  were 
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often  a  bnriheii  to  him,  and  occasion  of  much  lecret  sorrow : 
strong  desires  after  repentance  ensned,  and  by  renewed  con* 
▼ictions  and  visitations  be  was  brought  to  see  and  consider 
bis  weakness  and  unfaithfulness,  and  to  mourn  over  them 
with  secret  lamentation. 

Yet,**  he  says,  as  I  was  kept  for  a  time  tbns  low  and 
watchful  to  this  heavenly  principle  of  Troth,  which  let  me 
**  sec  my  sin  and  the  danger  of  it,  I  was  favoured  with 
"  springings  of  ho]K'  Tor  mercy  and  salvation,  and  then  niy 
**  cry  was  frequent  and  strong,  to  be  purged  tliorouglily, 
"  whatever  I  had  to  bear,  if  the  Almiglity  wouki  but  enable 
"me.  Thus  I  wrestled  for  several  years,  and  durst  not 
**  believe  that  I  gained  any  effectual  victory ;  and  as  the 
"  baptism  of  Christ  by  his  Spirit  had  begun  to  o])cratc  in 
me,  to  bring  a  death  unto  sin  and  the  lusts  of  the  flesh, 
"that  through  faith  and  a  diligent  attendance  to  his  power 
"  I  might  live  to  him  in  newness  of  life,  I  had  some  hope 
"  that  the  fan  in  his  hand  would  thoroughly  purge  me,  which 
"  was  the  very  earnest  cry  and  longing  of  my  soul.  But  the 
**  winnowing,  refining  work  of  the  spirit  of  judgment,  and  of 
"  burning,  now  kindled  to  take  away  my  dross,  was  so  heavy 
"  upon  me  that  I  was  qften  tempted  to  conclude  that  I  was 
"  forsaken  of  mercy,  and  that  judgment  and  darkness  were 

"  to  be  my  portion  a  resolution  in  a  degree  of 

"  living  faith,  was  firmly  fixed  in  my  heart,  to  endeavour  to 
^'lie  and  to  wait  as  at  the  Almighty's  footstool .......  and  as 

this  desire  after  divine  favour,  and  mercy,  and  devotedness 
of  heart,  to  lean  towards  and  wait  for  his  arising,  was  of 
his  own  begetting,  so  he  was  graciously  pleased  to  stay 
my  mind  in  humble  resignation,  until  he  brought  forth 
"judgment  unto  victory  by  degrees,  and  caused  the  Sun  of 
righteousness  at  times  to  arise  upon  me  with  healing  in 
his  wings ;  yet  he  often  saw  meet  to  hide  his  face  from  me 
"  again,  and  to  strip  me,  not  only  of  any  sense  of  his  iavour, 
"  but  even  of  hope  of  obtaining  a  place  among  the  redeemed. 
"  At  this  time,  the  Scripture  which  saith,  *  It  is  good  to  hope 
"  and  quietly  wait*  to  see  the  salvation  of  God  in  the  land  of 
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the  liviDg/  and  some  other  like  sentences,  were  brought  to 
my  remembrance^  accompanied  with  glimpses  of  heavenlj 
goodness,  which  graciously  helped  to  stay  me  in  some 

"patient  hope  under  the  heavenly  refining  hand  the 

blessed  presence  of  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  which  at 
times  filled  and  overshadowed  my  soul  in  my  thus  following 
*'him,  though  mourning,  is  never  to  be  forgotten  by  me. 
"  This  was  about  the  seventeenth  year  of  my  age.'* 

When  he  was  about  eighteen  years  old,  his  father  w  as 
prosecuted  on  account  of  his  Christian  testimony  against  the 
payment  of  tithes,  and  caiiied  auay  from  his  family  to  prison 
at  York,  about  fifty  miles  distant  from  his  own  dwelling.  John 
being  the  eldest  then  living,  the  care  of  the  (three)  younger 
children,  and  tif  the  business  and  servants,  devolved  upon 
him :  this,  with  his  father's  imprisonment  at  such  a  distance, 
uTul  iu  a  poor  state  of  health,  brought  him  into  much  anxiety 
and  concera  of  mind.  One,  comino:  to  see  him.  nri^aul  him 
strongly  to  give  him  liberty  to  agiee  with  his  father's  pro- 
secutor, and  thus  procure  his  discharge  from  prison,  and  to 
have  the  money  reimbursed  afterwards ;  but  he  says,  "  when 
*^  I  considered  a  little,  my  understanding  was  fully  satisfied 
*^  that  it  was  the  mind  and  cause  of  God,  that  this  testimony 
against  tithes  in  this  dispensation  should  be  borne,  and 
^'  that  what  suffering  soever  might  attend  oiu*  faithfulness  to 
"  him,  he  could  readily  make  up,  and  1  then  believed  he 
**  woidd ;  and  so,  on  the  other  hand,  that  he  could  soon  blast 
and  consume  any  seeming  advantages  that  might  be  hoped 
for  by  giving  way  to  selfish  reasoning,  or  shrinking  from 
**  the  faithful  and  reverent  bearing  of  that  testimony.** 

After  being  imprisoned  for  conscience*  sake  for  about  six 
months,  his  father  was  released,  but  did  not  long  survive  his 
liberation ;  he  departed  this  life  on  the  0th  of  the  7th  month, 
1895.  ''This,**  says  his  son,  ''increased  my  exercise  in 
"  divers  respects,  but  as  I  endeavoured  to  seek  Uie  favour  and 
"  counsel  of  the  Most  High  God,  he  was  pleased  to  remember 
"  me  with  merciful  help  many  ways.**  Yet  many  were  the 
baptisms  and  deep  conflicts  of  soul  through  wliich  he  bad  to 
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pasB ;  at  timeS}  much  soirow  and  distress  was  his  portion ; 
at  other  seasons^  he  says,  the  Lord    was  pleased  to  deal 
gently  with  me,  mixing  mercy  with  judginent,  and  filling 
my  soul  again  and  again  with  reverent  hope,  as  well  as 
humhle  suppUcatton  that  he  would  thoroughly  purge  me, 
and  spare  nothing  alive  in  me  that  was  ofiensive  to  him. 
"  Thus  was  my  heart  often  exercised  both  by  night  and  by 
**  day,  often,  likewise,  wlien  about  my  business;  and  sometimes 
"the  brightness  of  the  salvation  of  God,  and  the  enlargin^^s 
"of  his  love,  were  so  abundant  in  my  soul,  that  I  could 
scarcely  (nor  did  I  always)  keep  frora  falling  down  upon 
"the  ground  to  adore  and  worship  his  glorious  presence, 
"And  at  some  times,  I  apprehended  it  might  be  required  of 
"me  to  open  my  mouth  for  tlie  Lord  in  the  congregation, 
"  which  was  exceedingly  humbling  to  me." 

Abiding  thus,  "  with  some  patient  hope  under  the  heavenly 
refining  hand,"  John  Fothergill  became  fitted  and  prepared 
for  service  in  the  Lord*8  cause,  and  in  the  twenty-first  year 
of  his  age  he  came  forth  as  a  Minister  of  the  Gospel,  and 
continued  a  diligent  and  faithful  labourer  therein  to  the  end 
of  a  long  life. 

He  did  not  enter  upon  this  important  work  until  very  close 
and  strict  examination  had  convinced  him,  that  the  call  to 
this  service  was  from  the  only  true  and  right  source,  and 
great  was  his  fear  lest  he  should  be  too  forward,  or  proceed 
without  right  authority. 

On  this  important  subject  he  has  left  the  following  instruc- 
tive  remarks: — 

"  I  am  not  without  fear  that  such  a  due  waiting  for,  and 
^  distinct  certainty  of,  the  immediate  call  or  requirings  of 
"  the  word  of  life,  have  not  always  been  suitably  practised; 

and  for  want  hereof,  some  have  appeared  as  ministers 
"  before  [being]  ripe,  and  have  brought  forth  fruit  of  very 
"  little  bci  vice,  if  not  dttriuieiiLal ;  because  none  can  give 
"  what  they  themselves  have  not;  whereas,  if  these  had 
"  waited  with  proper  diligence  for  the  living  word  to  open 
"  and  engage  in  the  entire  subjection  of  self,  they  might 
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"  have  beeu  great  and  good  instruments,  as  clouds  filled  by 

the  Lord  with  heavenly  rain.  And  as  the  divine  and  cer- 
**  tain  requiring  of  truth  is  the  only  right  entrance  into  the 
**  ministry,  because  the  Lord  said,  *  Some  mn,  and  1  sent 
"  them  not,  therefore  they  shall  not  jiroiit  the  people;'  so  it 
"  is  only  his  fresh  and  renewed  requiring,  not  only  opening 
"  the  matter  to  speak,  but  engaging  to  speak  at  this  time^ 

whereby  the  church,  or  individuals,  are  edifiedi  as  our 

Father  would  have  his  children  edified." 

Having  thus  given  up  in  obedience  to  the  divine  com- 
mand, he  was  engaged  in  the  exercise  of  his  gift,  visiting 
sometimes  one  neighbouring  meeting  and  sometimes  another; 
yet  still  was  he  closely  tried,  and  many  hidden  sorrows  were 
his  portion  under  the  weight  of  the  refining  season,  through 
which  he  had  to  pass,  but  a  degree  of  living  hope  was  often 
revived  in  his  mind,  ^'that  in  time  he  mighty  through  humble 
^  attention  and  godly  care,  be  set  more  at  liberty  in  the 

freedom  of  a  son.**  Great  was  his  care  and  anxiety  dili- 
gently to  wait  for  the  distinct  openings  of  the  light  of  life, 
and  tiiat  all  his  proceedings  might  be  in  obedience  to  it. 

In  the  twenty-second  year  of  his  age  he  felt  a  concern  of 
mind  to  pay  a  religious  visit  to  friends  in  Scotland,  which 
he  accomplished  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  friends,  and 
returned  with  peace.  About  this  time  he  believed  ii  ligiit 
to  dispose  of  Ins  business  and  to  let  his  laud,  that  he  might 
be  more  at  liberty ;  yet,  whilst  careful  not  to  be  so  involved 
in  temporal  concerns  "  as  to  hinder  him  from  true  inward 
**  retiring  often  to  feel  the  life  of  truth,  for  the  daily  siijjport 
**  of  his  soul yet  he  also  thought  it  right  not  to  bo  without 
suitable  oulward  employment,  as  therein  ""there  ui?])care(l," 
he  says,  "both  then  and  since,  a  danger  of  hvuv^  tempted 
"  to  be  easily  drawn  abroad,  before  or  without  that  distinct 

requiring  of  truth  both  to  go  and  return ^  in  which  only  the 

ministers  of  Christ  move  in  true  safety,  and  to  right  edifi- 
"  cation,  and  be  in  danger  of  missing,  or  losing,  the  know- 
"  ledge  of  the  pure  requirings  of  the  everlasting  High  Priest; 
**  and  so  make  way  for  formality,  a  barren  ministry,  and 
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**  unprofitable  labour***  So  careful  was  be  to  endeavour  to 
avoid  errors  on  eitber  baud^  and  to  be  found  obedient  in 
all  tbings. 

A  few  montbs  after  bis  journey  into  ScoUaad,  be  visited 
several  parts  of  YorksbirOy  and  tbe  county  of  Durham.  Of 
tbis  visit  be  tbus  writes: — ^Tbougb  this  labour  was  like  a 

fire  to  tbe  bouse  of  Esau,  and  therefore  unpleasant  to 
"  some;  jet  tbe  inward  and  living  among  tbe  people  were 

relieved  and  made  glad  in  tbe  Xiord^  whose  favour  and 

peace  often  filled  mj  heart  with  awfiil  reverence  towards 
"  bim,  with  strong  desbes  purely  to  hnow^  and  to  be  hdped 
«*  to  do  his  wiU  faithfully.*' 

About  this  time,  several  in  the  northern  parts,  whither  he 
had  bijen  led  in  gospel  labour,  u  cic  cuuvinccd  and  gathered 
into  a  knowledge  of  the  truth,  of  whom  some  became  valu- 
able ministers. 

His  next  service  from  home  was  an  extensive  visit  to 
friends  in  the  western  counties,  and  the  city  of  London, 
where  he  remained  several  weeks.  From  thence  he  went 
into  Cornwall,  and  on  his  return  attended  the  yearly  meeting 
at  Bristol:  he  also  visited  all  the  meetings  in  Wales,  and 
returned  homo  through  Cheshire  and  Lancashire. 

In  the  year  1701,  he  visited  Scotland  a  second  time, 
passing  through  Cumberland  to  Edinburgh,  aud  so  to  the 
nortb  of  Scotland;  visiting  the  meetings  every  where  in 
those  parts,  and  returned  to  Glasgow.    In  many  places  be 
was  truly  comforted  with  friends : — "  They  were  encouraged 
and  glad  in  a  loving  sense  of  the  continued  fatherly  regard 
and  exiendings  of  the  love  of  God  toward  them  in  that 
nation,  amongst  a  bard,  self-conceited,  and,  in  some  places, 
an  envious  people.^   In  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  a  rude 
spirit  prevailed,  causing  tbem  to  disturb  friends  in  almost  all 
their  meetings,  sometimes  throwing  stones,  &c.;  some  with 
all  the  noise  they  could,  ^^endeavoured  to  drown  the  voice  of 
any  wbo  were  concerned  to  minister  publicly.  Yet  at 
^  times  tbe  power  and  authority  of  Truth  arose  over  those 
wicked  endeavours,  and  the  evil  spirit  was  overborne 
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"  and  weighed  down,  and  some  of  ihe  wont  would  go  awaj^ 
and  others  lend  some  attention  to  the  testimony  of  tmth ; 
and  friends  were  the  more  edified,  and  their  faith  and 
"  hope  in  God  strengthened.    At  Glasgow,  when  I  was 
**  there  on  a  first-day  of  the  week,  the  people  had  Terj  much 
disturbed  us  in  meeting,  in  their  nsual  manner,  and  fol* 
lowed  friends  along  a  large  open  street,  some  shoating 
**  and  scorning,  others  throwing  stones  and  dirt  The  peo- 
pie  who  were  gathered  in  gi  eat  numbers  about  their  doors, 
and  saw  what  passed,  seemed  rather  to  be  pleased  with 
the  abuslTe  behanour  of  the  mob  towards  us,  than  to  offer 
"  any  discouragement  to  them :  whereupon,  a  soldier,  an 
"  Englishman,  began  to  cry  aloud  tliree  limes,  as  if  he  had 
"  some  public  proclamation  to  make ;  and  when  he  had 
"  thus  gained  ulUaliou,  he  called  aloud  again :  — '  Behold 
**  the  godly  town  of  Glasgow,  how  they  entertain  strangers!* 
"  and  repeated  it  three  several  times.    This  reproof  made 
*'  the  people  so  asbumed,  that  they  mostly  toolc  to  their 
*' houses,  and  pot  out  of  siij:!)!;  and  the  more  grown  up 
"  people  retiring,  the  rrst  soon  left  ns,  and  went  off  like- 
"  wise.    I  heard,  win  n  I  was  at  this  place  some  years  after^ 
"  that  the  people  had  never  offered  the  like  disturbance 
**  again  to  Friends,  either  in  their  mcclings  or  in  the  streets.' 

From  Glasgow  he  went  into  Ireland,  and  paid  a  very 
general  visit  to  Friends  there.  At  Dublin,  he  says, — "  I 
"  met  with  our  ancient  and  honourable  friend  William 
Edmundson,  whom  I  had  a  great  desire  to  see,  having  a 
"  deep  and  reverent  value  for  him."  lie  thus  concludes  the 
account  of  this  journey :  • — "With  the  love  of  my  friends, 
«  and  an  bumble  and  thankful  heart  before  the  Lord  of  all 
"  true  help,  I  took  leare  of  friends  at  Cork,  and  went  orer 
**  to  Minehead,  in  Somersetshire,  having  something  remain- 
**  ing  towards  a  few  places  tbere*away,  and  about  Bristol*; 
**  and  from  hence  came  pretty  directly  home  again,  with 
"  roTcrent  awe  towards  the  ever  blessed  helper.** 

In  the  following  year  he  was  engaged  on  religious  service  in 
the  eastern  and  midland  counties,  also  in  the  city  of  London. 
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A  concern  had  for  a  loDg  time  attended  his  mind  to  pay 
a  TeligioDS  visit  to  Friends  in  the  several  provinces  of  North 
America;  and,  with  the  unity  anfl  approbation  of  his 
iiriends,  he  and  his  companion,  William  Armistead,  (who 
was  nnder  a  similar  concern,)  embarked  at  London,  in  the 
second  month,  1700,  and  at  the  end  of  ten  weeks  airired 
safely  in  Maryland. 

After  travelling  diligently  through  those  parts  of  America 
where  Friends  were  then  settled,  they  proceeded  to  the  West 
Indies,  and  had  religious  service  in  Barhadoes,  Antigua, 
and  Jamaica :  in  the  latter  island  there  were  at  that  time  four 
meetings  of  Friends  mostly  kept  up.  Amongst  the  Friends 
of  these  meetings,  and  the  inhabitants  generally  ,  they  were 
engaged  for  about  three  months,  and  then  embarked  for 
England,  where  they  were  favoured  to  land  in  safety,  in  the 
j&rst  month,  1708. 

Preriously  to  this  visit  to  America,  he  had  become 
acquainted  with  Margaret  Hough,  the  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Ellen  Hough,  of  Sutton,  in  Cheshire;  of  a  family  in 
good  esteem,  and  Friends  rightly  concerned  for  the  support 
and  maintenance  of  the  principles  of  truth.  She  was  herself 
at  times  engaged  in  die  ministry,  and  was  greatly  beloved 
and  esteemed  for  her  piety  and  worth.  The  following 
letter,  addressed  to  her  during  his  absriice,  presents  a 
beautiful  expression  of  affection  proceeding  from  the  surest 
source,  and  based  upon  the  safest  foundation — a  true  love 
and  unity  in  the  fear  of  God. 

JOHN  FOTHEIltilLL  TO  MARGARET  HOUGH. 

3rd  of  12th  Mo.,  1706. 

Mt  Nbak  Fribnd, 

Having  thee  often  iresh  in  my  remembrance,  in  a 
near  and  tender  manner,  for  the  truth's  sake,  which  brought 
oar  spirits  into  a  degree  of  nearness  many  years  since,  which 
never  yet,  I  believe,  has  altogether  worn  away,  I  have  in 
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my  mind  to  giFO  thee  a  few  lines  with  the  salutation  of 
inward  love,  which  sometimes  has  comfortably  spread  over 
my  heart  when  thinking  of  thee  since  I  left  my  native  shore ; 
which  increased  well-wishing  for  thee,  and  the  aboundings 
of  immortal  rirtae  in  thy  tender,  often-bowed  heart,  which  I 
often  think  has  more  secret  distress  and  besetment  to  grapple 
with  than  many  are  aware  of,  yet  this  I  am  satisfied  of,  that 
loTe  and  care  ftom  abore  is  extended  towards  thee;  lean 
stedfastly  upon  that  arm  whicb  has  been  with  thee,  and  has 
fed  thee,  and  led  thee  afresh  to  springs  of  water,  sometimes 
when  they  have  been  almost  hid.  Dear  Margaret,  methinks 
I  feel  it  has  been  something  after  this  manner  with  ihee,  yet 
the  Lord's  tender  regard  lias  been,  and  is  towards  thee  :  my 
spirit  is  sweetened  in  its  reachings  forth  to  thee  at  this  time, 
as  at  mail}  ulhcrs  these  many  years,  at  times  and  seasons 
wlicii  we  have  been  far  abbtnt  in  body ;  I  desire  a  place  in 
thy  remembrance  when  it  is  well  with  tliee;  I  am  in  an 
exercising  coimtry,  yet  have  no  cause  to  repine,  because  that 
engaging  life  which  bronght  nie  hither,  fails  not,  but  often 
makes  the  weak  strong ;  and  1  have  yet  some  hopes  to  see 
my  native  land  and  near  friends  again,  though  I  feared  not 
so  soon  as  I  hoped  for,  but  must  leave  it  to  the  great  and 
worthy  Disposer.  And,  dear  friend,  my  heart  saith  to  thee, 
lean  carefully  upon  the  truth,  the  virtue  of  it,  and  it  will 
keep  thy  mind  and  spirit  in  dominion  over  the  clogging, 
loading  things  of  this  world,  and  bo  as  a  stay  to  thee  in 
times  of  trial  which  thou  meets  with  in  divers  respects.  I 
have  written  larger  than  I  did  intend,  because  my  heart  is 
open  towards  thee  in  true  love,  which  in  a  solid  manner  runs 
forth  to  thee  in  sympathy  with  thee  in  various  straits,  and  in 
the  continuance  of  it  doth  tenderly  embrace  thee,  and  remain 
thy  near  friend  and  fellow-traveller  in  many  besetments, 

John  Ioijii.uuiLL. 

On  the  fifth  of  the  third  month,  1709,  John  Foj  ii£ii<jiLL 
and  Margaret  Iloi  fjii  were  united  in  marriage.  They 
seltled  at  his  own  house  at  Carr-End. 
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In  tbe  Bame  yen,  accompanied  by  Gilbert  Thompson,* 
the  onde  of  lib  wife,  he  was  engaged  in  an  extensive  reU* 
gious  visit  to  the  western  and  southern  parts  of  England, 
retnmin^^  hy  ^^  ay  of  London.  Witli  this  exception,  he  re- 
mained at  and  about  home  for  several  years,  diligently 
engaged  in  the  care  of  his  concerns,  and  of  his  increasing 
family;  frequently  visiting  the  meetings  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  his  residence,  as  well  ab  some  more 
distant. 

In  the  year  1710,  a  very  close  and  aiiecLiiig  dispensation 
was  permitted  to  befall  him.  After  a  happy  union  of  ten 
years,  during  which  lie  had  indeed  iouiul  iii  his  wife  a  true 
help-meet,  a  tender  sympathizing  partaker  in  his  exercises 
and  labours,  and  a  careful,  watchful  motiicr  of  his  cliildren, 
she  w  as  taken  from  him  by  death,  soon  alter  the  birth  of 
their  eighth  child. 

Of  the  particulars  of  this  affecting  event,  and  of  her  cha- 
racter and  worth,  an  account  was  drawn  up  by  her  husband, 
of  which  the  following  is  an  abridgement. 

Maroarbt  Fothergill  was  of  an  exemplary  piety  and 
prudence,  even  from  her  tender  years;  and  whilst  very  youngs 
she  not  only  delighted  to  attend  Friends'  meetings,  but  came 

♦  Gilbert  Thompson  resided  at  Penketii,  near  Warrington, 
where  he  conducted  a  boarding  school,  which,  under  his  care,  and 
afterwards  that  of  his  son  Gilbert,  maintained,  for  a  lon^;-  period,  a 
hifj;h,  and  justly  deserved  reputation.  He  was  a  iii.ui  of  great  use 
and  bcrvice  in  the  church,  aud  in  his  station  as  a  schoolmaster 
was  eminently  qualified  for  the  instruction  of  youth,  being  endued 
with  wi.^dom  anfl  skill  to  govern  them  by  mild  and  gentle  means. 
He  was  prosecuted  for  keeping  a  school,  and  suffered  on  this 
account  an  imprisonment  in  Lancaster  castle.  His  laboun  in  tbe 
work  of  the  ministry  were  useful  and  edifying,  being  pure  and 
unmixed  with  the  enticing  words  of  man's  wisdom.  He  tiaveUed 
in  this  work  through  most  parts  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  He 
died  on  the  22nd  of  4th  Mo.,  1719,  aged  61  years. 
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UDder  a  concern  of  heart  that  she  might  become  acquainted 
with  the  Lord  for  herself,  and  witness  his  quickening  power 
and  vii  luc  in  her  own  soul ;  which  concern  he  was  graciously 
pleased  to  regard,  and  visited  her  liean  with  his  power  and 
love;  and  as  she  grew  up,  through  the  pure  influcucc  thereof, 
she  came  to  be  remarkal)ly  c  loLlied  with  a  meek  and  quiet 
spirit,  and  was  of  a  grave,  modest,  and  exemplary  behaviour, 
and  was  at  times  concerned  to  exhort  Friends  to  a  close 
walking  with,  and  trin  depcudance  upon  God^  and  to  beware 
of  an  unconcerned  mind. 

After  her  marriage  she  continued  in  the  same  wfitchfnl 
state,  a  true  lover  of  meetings,  and  a  humble  waiter  for  the 
arising  of  the  life  of  tnith  in  them,  wherein  alone  is  ability 
for  the  performance  of  acceptable  worship.  Being  often 
very  weakly,  and  having  several  young  children,  she  was 
often  unfit  to  attend  meetings,  but  would  frequently  express 
her  care  that  the  affairs  of  truth  might  be  conducted  to  the 
glory  of  God^  and  was  not  without  hopes  of  living  to  hare 
more  ability,  and  to  be  more  at  liberty  for  these  serrices, 
and  to  discharge  herself  more  folly  for  righteousness'  sake. 
But  a  few  days  after  the  birth  of  ber  eighth  child,  she 
expressed  her  apprehension  that  she  should  not  lecovert 
speaking  with  much  resignation  and  cheerfulness,  saying, — 
**  I  wonder  that  I  cannot  be  troubled  at  being  likely  to  leave 

my  little  ones,  and  my  dear  husband.**  These  expressions 
much  affected  her  husband,  and  she  added,  speaking  to 
him, — They  will  be  cared  for,  Mom  wilt  be  helped,  and 

there  is  a  place  prepared  for  me»  They  will  not  be  left 

under  the  care  of  a  father,  who,  like  too  many  in  these 
**  days,  will  neglect  their  truest  interest,  but  w  ith  one,  who, 
"  knowing  whence  good  comes,  will  seek,  I  tnist,  with 
"  projicr  care,  to  the  gracious  all-suHicieol  Helper,  both  for 

himself  aud  for  his  children." 

She  gave  many  exhortations  to  those  who  came  to  see 
her,  to  prize  their  time,  and  to  make  a  right  use  of  the  visi- 
tation of  God  to  ihem  ;  often  reviving  what  had  been  a  pre- 
valent concern  in  her  mind,  that  none  should  content  them- 
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selves  with  &  bare  going  to  meetings,  or  sit  down  in  then, 
in  a  careless,  unconcerned  ftame  of  mind,  bot  sit  as  at  the 
Loid^s  footstool,  and  wait  to  hear  his  gracious  words;  and 
said,  she  well  remembered  she  had  Co  advise  Friends  against 
an  unconcerned  mind,  and  indifferency,  the  last  time  she 
had  any  thing  to  say  in  meetings  before  she  left  her  own 
country.    And,  with  great  weight,  further  said,  *^  It  is  great 

or  absolute  mockery,  to  go  and  sit  down  before  the  Lurd 
"in  meetings  in  a  careless  manner." 

After  this,  though  her  weakness  inucli  prevailed,  vet  her 
strength  was  renewed  in  the  power  of  truth,  wherem  .she 
prayed  in  a  very  humble,  fervent  manner  for  the  ehurch  in 
general,  and  for  her  children,  saying, — "  Let  me  be  bowed 
**  down  before  the  Lord,  that  the  fruit  of  n)y  body  may  bo 
"enriched  with  the  same  favour,  love,  and  guudutss;""  and 
so  continued  praising  and  glorify  in  cr  God,  in  the  aboundings 
of  his  love  and  mercy,  much  to  the  tendering  of  the  hearts 
of  those  about  her.  Though  she  had  a  hard  struggle  with 
death,  yet  its  sting  was  taken  away :  she  patiently  continued 
in  humble  acknowledgments  to  the  Lord  for  his  goodness  and 
mercy,  and  in  praises  to  him,  who  was,  she  said,  worthy — 
worthy  of  praises  for  evermore,  as  long  as  her  woi*ds  were 
intelligible ;  and  so  departed  in  peace,  on  the  16tb  day  of  the 
second  month,  1719,  in  the  forty-second  year  of  her  age. 

Thus  was  her  husband  deprived  of  a  faithful  and  affection- 
ate companion,  and  her  seven  surviving  children  (of  whom 
the  eldest  was  not  ten  years  old)  of  a  tender  and  religious 
parent;  but  her  strong  desires  and  the  secret  exercises  of 
her  soul  for  their  preservation  and  spiritual  good,  her  tears 
and  her  prayers  for  these,  her  little  ones,**  were  not  for- 
gotten before  God; — they  were  seen  and  remembered  by  their 
Father  in  heaven; — His  care  and  protection  were  extended 
to  them,  and  in  after  years,  his  love  and  power  mercifully 
visited  theur  hearts;  in  an  especial  manner  was  this  gracious 
visitation  extended  to  her  son  Samuel,  who  became  an  emi- 
nent and  favoured  servant  of  his  Lord. 


Digitized  by  Google 


CHAPTER  II. 


The  loss  of  bis  beloved  wife  was  to  Jobn  FothergtU  a 
great  bereavement  and  veiy  close  trial,  but  be  submitted  with 
holy  resignation  to  the  Divine  will,  saying,  in  answer  to  a 
sympathizing  friend|  '*The  Lord  gives,  and  he  takes  away: 
'*his  wiU  be  done;  he  is  worthy.    But  what  if  I  also 

must  be  called  from  my  little  ones?**  Thus  alluding  to  a 
belief  which  he  then  felt^  that  it  would  be  required  of  him, 
before  long,  again  to  visit  North  America  and  the  West 
Indies.  The  prospect  of  this  religious  service  was  a  great 
trial  to  him,  as  it  is  recorded  that  few,  or  perhaps  none,  ever 
exceeded  him  in  tender,  paternal  care  and  affeclion  I  n  liis 
children.  Yet  when  he  became  lully  assured  that  the  Lord 
required  lliis  sacrifice,  he  gave  up  freely,  saying  to  his  chil- 
dren, that  though  be  had  all  the  anxious  concern  of  a  father 
for  them,  yet  he  must  obey  the  holy  call  of  the  Lord,  who 
he  believed  would  rare  for  them  in  his  absence.* 

lu  entering  upon  such  an  engagement,  and  under  liis  cir- 
cumstances, the  important  duty  of  committing  his  children, 
during  his  absence,  to  the  care  of  relations  and  suitable  per- 
sons, obtained  his  close  attention. 

He  left  home  in  the  spring  of  1721,  with  the  full  unity  and 
approbation  of  his  friends,  and  having  the  company  of 
Lawrence  King;  they  embarked  at  London,  and  arrived 
safely  in  York  river,  Virginia,  in  the  fifth  month  of  that 
year. 

After  an  extensive  visit  in  America,  they  proceeded  to 
Baibadoes,  and  whilst  there,  John  Fothere^l  wrote  an 

*  See  an  atTectin«T  account  of  and  similar  acts  of  tenderness 
and  care,  related  by  Samuel  Fotbeiigill,  during  bis  visit  to  Ireland^ 
in  1762. 
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EpUUe  to  Friends  of  Dover  Meetitig,  New  England ;  and 
another  to  the  professors  of  tnith  in  Antigua,  Anguilla, 
Jamaicdy  or  there-awaj<. 

From  Barbadoes  they  sailed  for  England,  where  they 
were  faTOured  to  arrive  safely,  in  the  fourth  month,  1724, 
having  been  absent  three  years.  Upon  landing,  tbey  pro- 
ceeded to  London,  and  to  the  yearly  meeting,  then  just 
commenced,  an  account  was  given  by  John  FothergiU  of 
their  travels,  and  of  the  state  of  Friends  in  America,  of 
which  the  following  is  an  abridgement 

"  We  first  acknowledge,  in  humble  reverence  to  tlic  Lord 
Almighty,  that  he  mercifully  favoured  us  willi  liis  love  aud 
countenance  very  often  upon  the  sea,  and  guarded  us  thereon 
from  wicked  men,  into  whose  hands  some  lell  who  were  very 
near  us. 

"  After  a  moderate  passage  we  arrived  safely  in  Virginia, 
and  entered  upon  our  service,  and,  going  towards  North 
Carolina,  had  many  large  and  open  meetings,  botli  aiii  ii^ 
Friends  and  others.  In  botli  these  provinces  we  found  great 
willingness  in  the  people  to  hear  the  truth  declared,  many 
of  whom  appeared  tenderly  aflbcted.  There  seemed  to  be 
a  comfortable  opening  among  the  youth,  and  some  growth 
in  the  elder  as  to  religions  care :  divine  mercy  still  reaches 
freely  towards  them,  and  in  some  places  there  is  an  increase 
in  righteousness,  and  truth  is  in  good  esteem ;  but  in  others, 
the  love  and  friendship  of  the  world  occasions  a  decay. 

**  In  Maryland  we  found  great  loss,  by  the  decease  of  many 
of  the  elders,  and  of  the  more  zealous  and  concerned 
Friends;  yet  there  are  in  several  parts  some  who  are  hope- 
fid  and  religiously  disposed;  yet  a  love  of  ease  and  vain 
liberties  has  prevailed,  and  hindered  the  worh  and  honour 
of  truth.  There  is  some  openness  among  several  of  the 
ndghbouring  people,  and  a  gracious  extension  of  divine 
love  to  them,  as  well  as  of  a  helpful  hand  in  heavenly 
wisdom  towards  friends. 

**  In  Pennsylvania,  we  found  an  openness  in  many  places, 
among  people  of  several  professions ;  some  were  coDvinced 
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of,  and  received  the  truth  in  the  love  ol  it.  There  is  a  large 
body  oi  religiously-minded  people  among  Friends,  who  arc 
growing  up  in  a  true  care  for  the  honour  of  truth  ;  yet  these 
are  mixed  with  many  earthly-minded,  and  some  loose,  liber- 
tine people,  who  occasion  nmch  exercise  to  the  ritjht- 
minded :  yet  the  Lord's  goodness  and  care  is  near  and  over 
Uiat  country,  and  his  truth  prospers  in  it. 

''lu  the  Jerseys,  Long  Island,  and  New  York  States,  there 
are  a  considerablfl  number  of  Friends,  and  in  some  places  a 
hopeful  openness  among  other  people.  Though  vain  liberties 
in  some,  and  too  much  carelessness  and  indulgence  in 
others,  have  stained  or  obstructed  the  progress  and  dominion 
of  the  work  and  beauty  of  truth ;  yet  the  visitation  of  hea- 
venly love  is  freely  extended,  in  order  to  repair  and  build 
up  in  righteousness.  There  are  some  honestly  concerned 
Friends  there-away,  among  whom  we  had  a  satis&ctory 
labour  in  the  fresh  visitation  of  divine  power  and  love. 

'*In  Rhode  Island,  New  England,  &c.,  we  had  many  meet- 
ings, and  close  labour,  but  on  the  whole  much  to  our  satis- 
faction. There  is  a  considerable  body  of  Friends,  and  we 
believe  they  are  increasing  in  the  knowledge  of  the  power 
of  truth,  and  in  stability  in  righteousness  and  faithfulness  to 
it,  in  those  parts.  We  had  many  meetings  amongst  the 
neighbouring  professing  people,  especially  in  the  eastern 
jiarts,  and  several,  we  hope,  were  effectnaUy  reached  by  the 
power  of  truth,  and  received  and  joiued  in  with  it  iu  humi- 
lity and  gladness  of  heart. 

**  We  laboured  diligently,  through  the  ability  received,  in 
most  parts  of  this  country,  and  took  leave  of  Friends  in  solid 
hope,  on  account  of  the  liord  s  work,  and  much  love  and 
heavenly  peace  in  uiirsclves,  with  holy  thankfulness  to  the 
Lord,  the  great  helj)er  of  all  his  faithful  servants. 

**  Returning  thence  to  Pennsylvania,  &c.  wc  had  some 
comfortable  service  there-away,  and  Friends  were  encouraged 
and  strengthened  in  the  Lord.  We  sailed  thence  to  South 
Carolina,  and  had  meetings  with  the  few  Friends  there,  and 
among  others.  The  Xiord  our  God  was  with  its  to  our  com- 


JET  AT.  0,]  OF  SAM  DEL  POTHBROILL.  17 


fort  and  help,  though  the  generality  of  the  people  seemed  but 
cold  and  mdifferenl  about  true  religion.  There  are  but  few 
Friends  in  these  parts,  and  but  veij  few  who  seem  to 
love  the  truth  in  uprightness ;  yet  some  there  axe  who  do 
thus  love  it,  and  remain  in  the  simplicity :  these  were  very 
glad  of  onr  visits  and  we  were  comforted  together  in  the 
Lord. 

We  sailed  next  to  Barbadoes»  where  Friends  received  us 
with  gladness,  it  being  long  since  any  Friends  from  England 
had  Tistted  them.  We  had  many  meetings^  both  among 
FHends  and  others  in  the  island^  which  were  to  the  comfort 
of  the  living  amongst  them ;  many  other  people  seemed  glad 
of  the  visil,  and  behaved  soberly  and  respectfully ;  but  a 
loose,  lofty,  and  irreligious  spirit  has  too  generally  prevailed, 
and  to  a  sorrowful  degree  has  obstmeted  the  spreading  of 
truth,  and  has  brought  on  a  decay  and  diminution  of  numbers 
amongst  Friends ;  yet  there  are  a  few,  in  different  parts  of 
the  island,  who  retain  their  integrity  to  God,  and  love  and 
are  concerned  for  his  honour. 

**The  Lord  was  pleased  to  owii  \\itb  his  help,  and 
wisdom  to  divide  the  word  aright,  iu  wannn";  the  unlaithfnl, 
and  in  encourapinc:  and  comforting  the  lovers  of  trutli ;  and 
we  were  made  sensible  that  the  day  of  love  and  mercy  from 
God  was  yet  freely  extended  to  many  in  that  unworthy 
place. 

"  And  now,  feeling  clear  and  easy,  we  took  our  leave  of 
Friends  in  love  and  peace,  and  were  favoured  with  a  good 
and  safe  passage  to  England. 

"To  the  Lord,  the  support,  the  defence,  and  the  rich 
rewarder  of  his  people  and  servants>  in  awfulness  of  soul  be 
ascribed  all  glory  and  pre-eminence,  with  fear  and  praise  for 
ever." 

Soon  after  the  return  of  John  Fothergill  from  America, 
and  in  the  same  year,  (1724,)  he  was  engaged  in  a  religious 
visit  in  Ireland,  including  several  parts  of  that  nation  where 
no  Friends  resided.   In  a  letter  to  a  friend  he  says^ — I 

have  travelled  very  closely  during  a  month,  with  great 
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"  toil ;  but  satisfied  as  much  as  I  could  wish,  that  I  was 
in  the  Lord's  counsel  aud  work,  I  and  three  other  friends 
"  were  seven  days  and  nights  and  had  meclings  among 
"  other  people,  without  coming  to  a  Friend's  house ;  we 
"  travelled  hard,  having  in  that  time  rode  near  three  hun- 
dred  miles  in  almost  constant  rain,  which  hurt  my  health: 
howerery  the  glorious  name  of  the  Lord  was  with  us  and 
was  magnified.** 

During  his  absence  in  Ireland,  his  son  William  departed 
this  ]ife,  at  the  age  of  twelve  years.  A  pecniiar  sweetness 
of  temper,  often  tendered  and  encouraged  by  a  sense  of 
divine  regard  and  heavenly  support,  enabled  him  to  bear  his 
painfal  illness  with  exemplary  patience  and  resignation. 
Many  afiecting  expressions  he  uttered  during  his  illness, 
and  various  and  frequent  were  the  instances  of  his  care  and 
fear,  whilst  in  health,  not  to  offend  the  Almighty,  the  sweet 
influence  of  whose  awful  presence  seemed  oft«i  to  be  near 
him. 

The  death  of  tliis  promising  youlli,  iu  whom  indications 
of  BO  much  seriousness  and  solid  piety  had  thus  early 
appeared,  was  a  great  affliction  to  his  father,  who  was,  how- 
ever, enabled  to  say,  that — "being  satisfied  he  was  from 
**  him,  in  the  counsel  and  service  of  the  Lord,  he  must  sub- 
"  mit  all  to  the  divine  disposal.** 

At  tlie  conclu M(  n  of  a  visit,  which  about  the  end  of  this 
year  lie  ])aid  Lo  some  of  the  southern  and  western  counties 
of  England,  he  says,  — "  I  returned  liouie  with  peace  and 

true  satisfaction,  through  the  Lord's  favour,  whose  holy 
"  and  great  name  had  and  hath  the  praise,  who  is  worthy  to 

be  feared,  served,  and  magnified  for  ever." 

FROM  JOSEPH  PIKE  TO  JOHN  FOTHERGILL. 

Cork,  8th  Month,  30,  1725. 

In  that  love  which  reaches  over  sea  and  land,  do  I 
at  this  time  salute  thee,  even  in  that  love  which  neither  time 
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nr  i  distance  can  ever  separate  or  wear  out,  so  lonp  as  we 
continue  to  bo,  and  keep,  in  the  cementing  power  and  life  of 
tliis  heavenly  love.  Here  it  is  that  wc  can  truly  sympa- 
thize together  (with  all  the  Lord's  children)  in  joy  or  afflic- 
tion, especially  in  those  things  that  relate  to  the  prosperity 
of  Zion,  or  the  contrary;  in  r^oicing  when  it  flourishes, 
and  mourning  when  we  see  anything  that  mars  or  stains  the 
beauty  of  it;  as  I  can  truly  say  I  do  with  thee,  and  all  those 
tbat  are  heartily  and  zealously  concerned  in  soul — that 
spiritual  Jerusalem  may  become  the  praise  of  the  whole 
earth,  and  that  her  beauty  may  shine  to  the  nations. 

But  that  which  hath  greatly  obstructed  this,  at  this  day, 
hath  very  much  proceeded  from  the  lukewarmness,  easiness, 
or  coldness  of  too  many  of  her  watchmen,  that  should  at 
first  haye  stood  in  the  gap,  and  endeavoured  to  make  up 
the  breaches  that  the  enemy  was  making  in  the  walls  of 
Zion.  And  in  a  particular  manner  by  their  not  standing 
their  ground,  and  joining  hand  in  hand  together  to  keep  out 
that  floating,  high,  and  proud  spirit  of  undue  liberty  on  the 
one  hand,  and  a  spin  I  of  worldlymindedness  and  covetous- 
ness  on  the  otlicr.  Here  I  chiclly  mean  sonic  of  our  elders, 
and  indeed  ministers  too,  who,  some  of  them,  m  linu  past 
were  zealously  cuiiccined  to  stand  as  watchmen  upoii  the 
walls  of  Zion,  and  not  only  to  give  warning,  but  have  Uiem- 
selves,  for  a  time,  helped  also  to  keep  out  the  enemy.  But 
alas,  for  want  of  due  watchfulness,  and  giving  ground  by 
little  and  little,  another  spirit  has  entered  them,  whereby 
tliey  have  grown  iiiditiercnt,  cold,  and  lukewarm,  and  have 
in  great  measure  quitted  tlieir  post,  and  Uieir  companions, 
and  have  leSi  the  burthen  the  greater  upon  their  brethren 
that  could  not  do  the  same  for  Uruth^s  sake.  And  then  the 
load  became  too  heavy  for  them,  and  they  could  not  stop 
the  torrent  which  the  others  had  let  in,  while  yet  these  easy 
ones  stood  unconcerned  at  the  sight,  and  have  let  things  go 
as  they  will  for  them.  Surely  such  as  these  will  have  a 
dreadful  account  to  make  in  the  end,  and  far  more  dreadful 
than  such  as  never  knew  the  truth,  or  the  power  of  it 
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The  consideration  of  these  things  (more  or  less  apparent 
ill  most  places)  has  olLcn  wounded  my  droo])ini,''  spirit,  even 
to  tlie  atieclinLj;  my  poor  weak  body.    And  tliis  ^"eat  declen- 
sion is  very  much  owing  also  to  the  want  of  stretching  the 
line  of  justice  and  judgment  in  due  time  upon  offenders,  in 
the  way  of  church  discipline,  which  was  left  us  by  our  first 
worthy  elders;  and  the  same  spirit  that  led  them  to  it  in  the 
beginning  would  lead  us  to  it  now,  if  we  all  were  truly  led 
by  it.   But  oh !  these  essy  and  careless  watchmen  will  tell 
us  they  must  not  over  drive  the  flock,  but  must  persuade 
and  gain  the  lukewarm  by  love  and  soAness.   And  by  ihelr 
smoothing  and  daubing  with  nntempered  mortar  so  long, 
and  keeping  off  and  fendmg  the  stroke  of  discipline  irom 
taking  hold  of  these  unruly  ones,  either  in  their  families  or 
others,  (as  truth  would  lead  to,)  that  in  the  end  they  have 
grown  so  strong  and  numerous,  that  they  are  past  persuad- 
ing, bending,  or  ruling,  and  then,  in  a  stout  and  sturdy 
spirit,  they  will  tell  US  they  will  be  convinced  of  this,  that, 
or  the  other  thing  (which  the  testimony  of  truth  has  gone 
out  against),  before  they  will  leave  it  off,  or  do  otherwise. 
And  this  has  been  the  effect  of  this  lukewarm,  indulgent,  and 
smoothing  spirit;  whereas,  if  in  the  bej^inning  the  discipline 
of  truth  had  been  stiiclly  kept  to,  I  verily  believe  it  had  been 
quite  otherwise  than  it  is  at  this  day  in  most  of  the  churches 
of  Christ. 

And,  indeed,  in  the  seemg  and  hearing  the  examples  of 
these  lukewarm  elders,  even  fur  many  years  past,  (when  I 
was  able  to  travel,)  I  have  made  the  application  to  myself, 
with  earnest  desires  in  niy  soul  that  it  might  never  be  my 
own  case,  but  that  the  f^ord  in  his  mercy  would  keep  and 
preserve  me  to  the  end  from  that  spirit  which  had  prevailed 
upon  many  that  I  far  esteemed  above  myself,  and  who  had 
run  well  for  a  season,  and  for  a  long  season  too,  and  also 
were  very  zealous  for  the  testimony  of  truth  in  all  its 
branches,  and  yet,  for  want  of  due  watchfulness,  had  not 
continued  zealous  to  the  end.  For  we  right  well  know  that 
it  is  holding  out  to  the  end  that  crowns  all,  and  gives  us  an 
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everlasting  inheritance  in  the  kingdom  of  God.  And  it  will 
be  our  own  fault  if  we  attain  not  to  it,  for  ihc  Lord  has 
done  his  part;  he  has  given  us  a  measure  and  gift  of  his 
Holy  Spirit,  that  will  lead  us  to  it,  by  which  we  may  be 
preserved  to  the  end. 

But  if,  for  want  of  inward  watchfulness,  we  neglect  or  go 
from  it,  then  the  adversary  gets  ground,  we  are  led  astray 
by  this  enemy  of  souls,  and  at  last  miss  the  crown.  And 
thereibre  it  was  that  our  blessed  Lord,  kaowiog  the  aptness 
of  our  natures  to  frailty,  says  to  his  own  beloved  disciples, 
watch,and  pray  always,lest  ye  enter  into  temptation.  Thiswas 
our  first  parent  Adam's  case,  though  created  in  innocency ; 
for  want  of  watchfulness,  notwithstanding  the  Lord  had 
giren  him  sufficient  power  to  keep  his  command,  yet  by  not 
obeying  it,  he  therefore  fell;  and  likewise  it  was  for  want 
of  due  watchfulness  that  many  yery  gieat  and  good  men  of 
his  posterity  did  miss  their  way,  and  displeased  the  Lord, 
as  great  Moses,  Aaron,  David,  Solomon,  and  others,  and  all 
for  want  of  watchfulness  and  keeping  close  to  the  Lord  their 
guide.  And  if  we  descend  even  to  our  own  times,  how 
many  great,  bright,  and  largely  gifted  men  have  greatly 
missed  their  way,  and  others  totally  fallen,  and  all  for  want 
of  keeping  close  to  this  inward  guide  of  the  Lord's  holy  light 
and  Spirit.  And  since  we  liave  so  mauy  and  great  examples, 
wc  uiay  draw  lioni  them  tills  warning  to  ourselves,  to  take 
<liHgent  heed  to  our  own  standing,  and  keep  upon  our  watch 
at  all  times,  lest  at  any  time  the  enemy  prevail  upon  our 
weak  sides.  But,  dear  friend,  I  don't  write  any  of  these 
thinp^s  for  thy  intbnnation,  who  knows  them,  as  well  or 
better  than  myself,  nor  yet  that  I  have  any  ground  or  cause 
of  fear  of  thee,  but  in  the  flowings  of  the  love  of  God  in  my 
soul,  as  they  came  into  my  miud,  in  order  that  it  may  con- 
tribute to  our  mutual  love  to  one  another,  and  stir  up  our 
pure  minds  by  way  of  remembrance. 

I  received  thy  very  kind  and  acceptable  letter  from  thy 
own  habitation ;  giving  an  account,  with  other  things,  thou 
left  this  nation  pretty  cheerful  and  easy,  which  was  a  com- 
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fori  to  me  after  so  long  time  and  labour  spent  therein,  which 
I  have  often  thought  of  with  endeared  love,  in  that  thou  left 
ihy  outward  concerns  to  heelj  spend  thy  time  in  the  Lord^s 
service,  which  I  know  was  great  in  this  nation,  and  the 
more  so  in  thy  continuance  therdn  so  long.  And  though 
nothing  that  the  best  of  men  can  do  is  meritorionSy  yet  surely 
the  Lord  will  reward  thee,  and  all  those  that  labour  and 
spend  their  time  in  his  Tuieyard.  And  to  this  I  may  add,  in 
freedom,  that  if  it  stood  consistent  with  the  Lord's  divine 
Providence,  I  should  r^oice  to  hear  thy  lot  was  likely  to  be 
cast  in  this  nation  for  the  service  of  truth,  for  we  really  want 
help  here,  though,  as  to  my  own  part,  considering  my  age 
and  great  infirmity  of  body,  I  cannot  expect  to  live  to  see 
the  benefit  of  it. 

I  find  our  dear  friend  H.  Jackson  is  married,  and  I  hope 
to  a  suitable  coiupanion,  and  with  it  that  the  good  hand  of 
Providence  his  iwue  along  with  him  therein;  for  I  truly 
love  him,  and  desire  ins  welfare  every  way.  Give  huii  and 
liis  w  ife  my  dear  love,  and  to  all  those  who  inquire  for  me, 
both  known  and  unknown  to  me,  who  truly  love  the  Lord 
Jesus,  with  whom  I  have  fellowship  in  the  holy  seed  of  life, 
all  the  world  over,  more  especially  those  that  are  zealous 
for  his  name. 

I  remain  thy  truly  loving  and  affectionate 

Friend  and  brother, 

Joseph  Pike. 

In  the  year  1726,  having  accomplished  the  several  ser- 
vices then  required  of  him,  and  finding  himself  at  liberty  to 
attend  more  to  his  temporal  concerns,  he  began  again  to 
keep  house;  he  collected  his  children  around  him,  and 
industriously  applied  himself  to  the  care  of  his  family  and 
business ;  yet  careful  diligently  to  attend  meetings  for  wor- 
ship and  discipline,  both  those  at  home,  and  some  more 
distant,  as  he  felt  himself  engaged,  and  frequently  the  yearly 
meeting  in  London.   Services  quite  compatible  with  a  due 
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attention  lu  outward  engagements  in  business  where  a  right 
exercise  of  mind  is  maintained;  thus  fulfilling  the  injunction 
to  be  ^'fervent  in  spirit,  diligent  in  bu&mess^  serving  the 
Lord." 

Tn  17-27  he  was  married  to  Elizabeth  "Ruck,  of  Netherdale, 
a  Friend  oi  a  grave,  becoming  deportment,  and  of  suitable 
age.  They  lived  together  in  harmony  and  afl'ection  during 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  she  surviving  him  about  a  year. 

Feeling  an  engagement  to  pay  a  religious  visit  to  Wales 
and  some  other  parts  towards  the  south,  ho  left  home  in  the 
second  month,  1732,  and  proceeded  through  Cheshire  to 
Bala,  where  at  this  time  was  held  the  yeaily-meeting  for 
Wales ;  "  and  great  was  the  coneoarse  of  people,  who,  in 
general,  behaved  civilly,  and  were  very  attentive  to  the 
^  testimony  of  truth,  which  was  Uvingly  declared  by  many 
Friends  in  the  seTeral  services  of  that  meeting.*' 
After  travelling  through  Wales,  be  proceeded  to  Bristol^ 
where  their  yearly  meeting  was  begun,  and  he  says,  '^it 
pleased  the  Lord  of  all  our  mercies,  eminently  to  own 
and  help  his  people,  greatly  to  our  comfort,  and  the  ezal* 
tation  of  his  own  testimony,  which  seemed  to  make  impres- 
**  sion  on  many  hearts,  and  the  glorious  name  of  the  Lord 
**  our  God  was  magnified.** 

From  Bristol  he  went  through  Gloucestershire,  Wiltshire, 
and  to  London,  and  after  attending  the  yearly-meeting, 
returned  home.  Near  the  close  of  this  year,  Thomas  Pother- 
gill,  his  second  son,  died,  in  the  twenty-second  year  of 
Ills  age;  of  whom,  his  father  has  been  frequently  heard  to 
say,  that  he  never  once  displeased  him.  And  thus,  as  he 
had  feared  God  and  honoured  his  parents  from  bis  youth 
upwards,  so  he  felt  the  ajiproach  of  death  without  terror, 
and  departed  in  innocency  and  peace.  It  is  recorded  of 
him,  that  so  manifest  was  llie  religious  awe  and  godly  fear 
that  was  upon  him,  both  in  meetings,  and  in  his  general 
conversation,  as  often  to  impress  others  with  a  sense  of  it, 
and  to  excite  some,  who  were  less  regardful  of  their  duty,  to 
more  <iiligence. 
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In  the  following  year  he  was  again  engaged  in  an  exten- 
sive feligious  visit  to  several  of  the  sonthem  and  western 
counties  of  England,  having  the  company  of  Benjamin 
Barllett*  From  Bristol  Ihej  went  into  Devonshiie  and 
Cornwall^  and  returned  through  several  of  the  midland 
counties.  From  Port  Isaac  he  wrote  the  following  letter : — 

FROM  JOHN  FOTHEROILL  TO   

My  health  is  sustained  morcifiilly,  and  holy  help 
afforded  to  live  and  labour  in  the  service  for  which  I  am 

drawn  lieie-away,  in  a  manner  which  occasions  reverent 
bowing  of  sonl  before  the  Lord,  and  revives  my  faith  in  Ins 
name,  who  liath  as  it  is  his  due  the  praise  of  all  and  though 
it  is  ti  tune  of  great  lowness  here-away,  respecting  that 
dominion  which  Christ  should  have  in  the  hearts  of  his 
people ;  yet  the  Father's  luve  in  mercy  often  strongly  runs, 
and  in  part  prevails,  to  the  comfort  and  joy  of  the  truly 
inward ;  and  the  searching,  piercing  labour,  at  times,  makes 
some  impression,  giving  to  hope  that  it  will  not  be  quite 
in  vain.  However,  the  arm  of  the  Lord  is  working  and 
helps  the  truly  honest,  whereof  we  have  a  share  of  rejoicing 
in  him,  and  holy  thankfulness  for  his  humbling  help  from 
day  to  day ;  and  my  heart  is  deeply  reverent  at  this  time,  in 
mentioning  divine  mercy  herein.  We  have  been  through 
one  side  of  Somersetshire,  most  of  Devon,  and  at  the  Land's 
End,  in  this  county ;  we  expect  it  will  be  near  three  weeks 
before  wc  get  through  Somersetshire,  from  whence  we  pro* 
pose  to  go  homewards  pretty  readily." 

J.  F. 

For  a  considerable  time  after  his  return  from  this  visit, 
he  remained  at  and  near  home ;  and  during  this  period,  as 
well  as  at  many  other  times,  he  was  often  engaged  in  writing 

«  Beqjamin  Bartlett  lived  at  Bradford,  Yorkshire,  and  died 
there,  12tfa  Mo.  Slst,  1759,  aged  82. 
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letters  to  his  children  and  others,  as  well  as  to  some  meet- 
ings of  Friends,  earnestly  exhorting  them  to  iiiiiid  the  day 
of  their  visitation,  and  humbly  and  steadily  to  seek  the  Lord 
and  his  truth.  The  following  are  some  of  the  letters  written 
about  til  is  time. 

JOHK  FOTREROILL  TO  HIS  SON  JOHN. 

"  And  some  tastes  [thus]  afforded  thee  in  the 
Father's  good  will,  he  will  not  neglect,  though  he  suffers  a 
plunging  into  sorrow  and  doubt  of  getting  rightly  along  to 
attend,  in  order  to  keep  best  care  and  pursuit  necessarily 
▼igorous,  and  secondary  things  in  their  places;  which  is 
the  safety,  beaoty,  and  true  riches  of  men.  For  heavenly 
care  leads  to  a  qniet  and  balanced  sort  of  living  and  walking 
heia  on  earth;  a  fiironr  and  prinlege  of  unspeakable  advan- 
tage, and  which  multitudes  deprive  themselves  of  by  bend- 
ing their  chief,  and  many  almost  their  whole  application  to 
seek  terrestrials,  and  so  want  the  stay  of  all  stays  in  needful 
times.  Thus,  near  love  and  care  in  my  heart  ceaseth  not 
to  prompt  me  to  desire  and  long  for  thy  right  improve- 
ment, which  I  am  stUl  given  renewedly  to  hope  will  be 

granted.**  

—  My  trae  salutation  attends  thee,  under  a  continued 
desire  that  thou  mayest  often  reverently  and  duly  keep  in 
mind  from  whom  all  lasting  good  comes,  and  whose  addition 
to  our  endeavours  gives  the  valuable  improvement;  and 
that  labouring  to  walk  and  act  in  steady  regard  to  and  hope 
in  God,  will  bung  the  most  holy  quiet  and  serenity  of  mind 
at  home,  and  gain  the  most  truly  honourable  regard  abroad ; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  help  to  walk  safely  on  the  sea  of  glass, 
tu  which  this  world  may  be  well  compared :  wherefore,  look 
carefully  to  truth,  and  the  beauty  of  its  simplicity,  and  tliou 
wilt  have  to  b'^bold  the  reeling,  chaffy  spirit,  and  ways  of 
this  world,  rather  with  an  eye  of  scorn  than  love,  and  be 
ihankfiil  that  thou  art  in  measure  already  gathered  and 
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set  above  it  And  it  will  be  good  to  consider  also^  that 
though  diligence  is  a  great  and  necessary  thing,  and  in 
seeking  the  di?ine  favonr  the  most  profitable,  because  therein 
is  all  treaaore,  both  for  time  and  eternity,  and  there  is  cer- 
tainly a  blessing  from  God  on  the  traly  diligent ;  yvX  it  may 
likewise  be  necessary  to  remember,  that  ^*the  race  is  not 
always  to  the  swifl/'  but  patience,  with  the  exercise  of  faith 
in  the  hidden  arm  of  power,  brings  to  see  great  things  many 
ways.  And  thus,  dear  child,  may  the  hand  of  the  God  of 
the  living  be  with  thee,  and  gnide  thee  in  his  counsel,  and 
to  his  praise :  and  this  is  my  earnest  longing  fur  thee.'*  

J.  F. 


JOHN  FOTHERGILL  TO  HIS  SOU  JOHN. 

"  Wherefore,  dear  son,  as  a  wise  man  hath  exhorted,  with 
all  thy  gettinp-,  nnderstanding.  1  accordingly  entreat 
thee  to  seek  principally  after  improvement  in  acquaintance 
with  the  sanctifying  hand,  and  to  learn  the  way  and  the  end 
of  its  turning ;  and  also  that  stillness  is  required,  when  we 
see  that  no  hand  but  the  Lord^s  can  open  the  way,  and  bring 
the  longed-for  help.  And  yet  that  help  and  salvation  is  to 
be  looked  for  reverently  and  hopingly ;  and  in  so  applying 
on  our  part,  the  Xiord  our  gracious  God  doth,  and  will, 
delight  to  regard,  and  work  so  that  his  arising  may  fill  the 
soul,  and  (mgage  it  in  present  gladness,  and  strengthened 
faith  in  his  arm,  and  renewed  trust  yet  to  trarel  on.  And 
thus  his  gracious  workings  bring  forth  praise  and  holy 
admiration  to  his  great  and  mighty  name,  wherein  alone 
is  that  salvation,  and  those  riches,  that  are  good  for  all.*' 

**  May  the  feeling  knowledge  hereof,  and  an  humble  hope 
and  trust  to  be  guided  and  balanced  by  the  invisible  Holy 
One,  guard  and  stay  thee  through  the  unsettling  struggles 
that  may  attend  thee.  For,  betwist  the  converse  and  pur- 
suits of  the  unmortified  world,  however  polished  by  human 
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eDdearouiB)  and  ibe  earihly  nature  in  ounelrea;  with  the 
gilded  appearance  of  penetration,  compiehensiYeness  of  rea- 
soning and  finesse,  of  many  among  the  moie  learned  part  of 
mankind,  and  the  little,  low,  yet  pore  and  powerful  seed, 
which  at  times  makes  itself  known  indispatably,  yet  hides 
itself  again ;  creatures  are  liable  to  dangerous  tossings,  and 
good  beginnings,  ideas,  and  desires,  of  God's  own  bt'f^'ct- 
liiig,  have  unhappily  miscarried ;  and,  instead  of  coming 
nearer  the  experience  of  salvation  being  as  walls  aiul  bul- 
warks uhiJiit  tbcm  in  a  quiet  hal)itatiun,  too  many,  for  want 
ol  caieluUv  looking  towards  the  true  port,  have  been  idu- 
ally,  by  one  wave  after  anollier,  carried  oil  to  sea  again,  and 
shipwrocked  in  the  loose,  nnbottomcd  conceptions  and 
interests  of  this  world.  Wherefore,  cleave  close,  I  pray 
thee,  to  the  immovable  rock,  the  spiritual  appearance  of  the 
Father  and  the  Son,  in  whom  is  all  might,  and  all  suflici* 
ency ;  and  1  fully  believe  he  will  be  thy  God,  thy  Saviour, 
thy  Shepherd,  to  lead  and  feed  thee,  thy  Shield,  and  exceed- 
ing  great  Keward.  Amen." 

J,  F. 

JOHN  FOTHERGILL  TO  HIS  SON  JOHN. 

 As  my  mind  halh  heen  concerned  in  much  affec- 
tionate care  on  thy  accoant,  and  sometimes  a  lirely  hope 
hath  affected  my  soul  with  comfort,  that  then  might  hecome 
a  man  for  God,  and  so  to  walk  in  his  fear  that  he  might  he 
pleased  to  manifest  his  gracious  care  orer  thee,  so  I  am 
under  humble  and  anxious  desires,  that  thou  may  watch 
against  the  pollution  of  the  lying  canities  of  this  corrupting 
age,  and  the  spirit  of  the  world ;  being  well  and  thoroughly 
assured  the  Divine  Being  requires  it  at  our  hands,  and  is 
only  well-pleased  with  those  who  walk  uprightly  before 
him,  and  arc  truly  afraid  of,  and  therefore  steadily  strive 
against,  leaning  to  any  thoughts  or  practices  which  are 
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contrary  to  the  diTine  mind,  citlier  in  greater  or  lesser 
matters ;  and  they  have  the  easiest  work  of  it  who  are  the 
most  duly  resolute  in  early  iime,  and  firmly  stand  and  waSk 
according  to  understanding;  whereas^  bending  a  tittle  here, 
and  a  little  there,  for  which  excuses  will  be  ready  at  hand, 
but  of  the  eril  one^s  preparing,  and  yielding  and  leaning 
aside  always  weakens  and  enslaves,  and  rendm  that  dwarf- 
ish which  the  Lord  of  all  power  would  make  strong,  healthy, 
and  sound,  and  able  to  walk  in  his  way  with  alacrity.** 

J.  F. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


During  this  interval  of  comparative  cessation  horn  the 
more  extended  services  in  wliicli,  as  a  minister  of  the  Gos- 
pi'l,  John  Fothergill  had  so  often  been  engaged,  an  exercise 
of  mind  wliich  he  had  felt  for  some  years,  oucc  more  to  visit 
the  churclies  in  Aniprica,  was  matnred,  and  at  the  close  of 
the  year  1735,  being  clear  that  the  proper  time  was  corae 
for  the  performance  of  this  important  and  arduous  engage- 
ment, he  made  preparation  for  it,  being  then  in  the  60th  year 
of  bis  age,  and  left  his  wife  and  family  in  the  second  month, 
1736,  proceeding  towards  London,  ''having,"  he  says,  "many 

good  meeiings,  in  the  sense  of  the  love  and  power  of  truth 

amongst  Friends,  in  many  places." 
After  some  weeks  stay  with  Friends  in  London,  in  the 
*^ labour  of  the  Gospel,  under  the  merciful  assistance  of  the 
"power  and  love  of  God,  my  spirit  being  clear  and  at  liberty, 
"  and  a  ship  being  ready^  I  went  on  board  a  vessel  bound  for 
^'Philadelphia.   We  sailed  the  next  day,  and  arrived  there 

safe  and  well  on  the  6th  of  the  6lh  Month,  having  an  easy, 
"  good  passage,  and  more  especially  so,  because  of  the  favour 
"  of  the  lively  sense  of  the  divine  presence  being  often  re- 
^newed,  under  which  my  soul  humbly  worshipped  God,  who 
*'ts  worthy  for  ever.** 

At  the  Ume  that  he  embarked  on  this  his  third  and  last 
visit  to  America,  he  had  five  children  remaining,  who  will 
be  briefly  mentioned  here,  before  proceeding  with  the  ac- 
count of  hb  son  Samuel,  whose  life  and  labours  form  the 
more  immediate  object  of  this  work. 

Alexander,  his  eldest  son,  at  this  time  26  years  of  age, 
was  majiictl  and  settled  at  Carr-Kiid,  u  Inch  his  father  had 
relinquished  to  him.   He  had  afterwards  a  numerous  family, 
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and  coniinaed  to  reside  upon  the  famOy  estate  nntO  his 
death  in  1768,  when  it  was  inherited  hy  his  son  William 
FothergUl,  who  also  lired  at  Caxr*End  until  his  decease,  in 
1837,  when  the  property  descended  to  his  children. 

John,  the  second  surviving  son,  was  bom  in  1712.  Ailer 
leaving  school,  he  was  placed  as  an  apprentice  at  Bradford, 
with  Benjamin  Bartlett,  a  Friend  and  surgeon  there*  He 
afterwards  prosecuted  Uie  study  of  physic  at  Edinburgh, 
whm,  in  1736,  he  took  the  degree  of  M.  D.  He  then  passed 
some  time  at  Leyden,  and  other  places  on  the  continent,  and 
settled  in  London.  Here  he  became  justly  distinguished  for 
eminence  in  his  profession,  and  as  a  zealous  promoter  of 
science  and  natural  history,  as  well  for  his  extensive  bent'vo- 
lence  and  ^jlul.mlbrojn  ,  and  for  his  great  use  and  service  as 
a  member  of  tlie  Society  of  Fi  lends. 

Joseph,  the  uexL  son,  bom  in  1713,  married  Hannah 
Kelsall,  of  Warrington,  where,  at  the  time  of  his  father's 
departure  for  America,  he  was  settled  in  business,  and  \\  licre 
he  continued  to  reside,  respected  and  beloved,  until  his 
decease,  which  took  place  in  17(n,  in  the  4Stli  year  of  his 
age,  leaving  one  son  and  six  daughters,  some  of  them  of 
tender  age,  to  lament  their  great  loss,  their  mother  having 
died  a  few  years  before. 

Ann  Fothergill,  the  only  daughter  of  her  parents,  was 
bom  in  1718.  She  was  never  married,  but  continued  with 
her  father  until  his  decease ;  she  then  passed  a  few  years  in 
the  family  of  her  brother  Jose])h,  at  Warrington.  In  1750, 
she  removed  to  London,  to  reside  with  her  brother  John,  and 
with  him  she  remained,  his  constant  companion,  friend,  and 
helper,  until  his  decease,  in  1780.  She  survived  him  many 
years,  continuing  to  reside  in  London,  esteemed  and  be- 
loved; and,  in  180*2,  closed  a  long  life  of  usefulness  and 
benevolence,  being  in  the  85th  year  of  her  age,  and  was  the 
last  survivor  of  the  family. 

Samuel  Fotheroill,  the  sixth  son  of  John  and  Mar- 
garet FoTHEROiLL,  was  bom  at  Carr-End,  on  the  9th  of 
9th  month,  1715,  O.  S.    He  was  very  little  more  than  three 


Digitized  by  Go 


iETAT.  20j 


OF  SAMUEL  F0THER61LL. 


31 


years  old^  when  the  death  of  his  mother  deprired  him  of  her 
tender  care.  Of  his  ear]y  youth  but  litUe  ie  now  known. 
He  and  his  brother  John  were  at  school  together  at  Brigg- 
flats,  near  Sedbergh ;  and  he  alao  passed  some  time  at 

SuttoD,  in  Cheshire,  the  residence  of  his  maternal  nncle^ 

Thomas  Hough,  to  whom,  with  others  of  his  relations  and 
friends,  Jolm  Fothergill  committed  the  care  of  his  children, 
during  bis  second  visit  to  America,  and  wbcn  absent  on 
otber  religious  services.  Of  this  charge  a  large  sbare  de- 
volved upon  Thomas  Ilougli,  who  was  well  qualified  for  the 
trust,  and  discharged  it  faithfully.  In  particular,  the  care 
and  education  of  John  and  Joseph  had  devolved  much  upon 
him,  and  tbrougb  his  means  their  brother  Samuel  was 
placed  apprentice,  as  a  shopkeeper^  with  Henry  Arderoy 
a  Friend,  at  Stockport. 

Samuel  Fothergill  was  at  this  time  about  seventeen 
years  of  age;  he  was  endowed  with  considerable  talents;  he 
had  a  strong  mind,  and  was  of  an  active,  lively,  and  eren 
volatile  disposition.  These  qualities  caused  his  company 
to  be  much  sought  after^  and  early  introduced  him  into 
society,  at  Stockport,  of  an  injurious  and  hurtful  character, 
calculated  to  dissipate  and  eradicate  those  lessons  of  piety 
and  virtue  which  his  worthy  father  had  earnestly  laboured 
to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  all  his  children. 

Yielding  to  the  temptations  to  which  he  was  thus  exposed, 
Samuel  gave  way  to  the  indulgence  of  his  evil  passions,  and, 
with  his  new  companions,  abandoned  himself  to  the  pursuit 
of  f<^y  and  dissipation.  This  downward  path  he  continued 
for  some  time,  and  the  state  into  which  it  brought  him,  as 
afterwards  described  by  himself,  and  the  view  which  he 
subsequently  took  of  his  condition  at  (his  time,  is  striking 
and  affecting: — **  I  wandered  far  from  the  garden  enclosed, 
"  and  laid  myself  open  to  the  enemy  of  my  soul :  I  kept 
"  the  worst  company,  and  subjected  myself  to  almost  every 
**  tcmptaliun,  broke  tbrougb  the  fence  t)f  tlie  sacred  enclo- 
**  sure,  and  trampled  it  under  my  feet ;  and  wben,  foi  a  time, 

I  found  the  least  iuclination  to  do  good,  evil  was  present 
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**witb  iiir,  and  I  went  on  from  one  degree  of  iiiiqiiity  to 
"  another.  My  wickedness  so  far  increased  with  my  diligence, 
that  at  length,  ahis  I  I  beheld  the  strong  w  all  broken  down, 
the  garden  wall  destroyed,  the  mound  left  defenceless,  and 

"  no  hope  left  of  returning  peace  to  my  afflicted  soul!"  

I  strayed  to  that  degree,  that  my  life  became  a  burden  to 
me,  and  I  wished  that  I  had  never  been  bom*** 
Tlie  downward  course  which  he  thus  pursued  was  not, 
however,  of  long  duration,  nor  was  he  utterly  cast  off  nor 
forsaken,  even  in  the  midst  of  this  sinful  career.   Many  were 
the  strivings  of  the  Spirit  of  Truth  with  his  soul,  and  fre- 
quent the  yisitations  of  divine  grace.  He  says, — He  who 
had  kindled  breathmgs  in  my  soul  after  Him,  would  [even 
"  then]  sometimes  break  in  upon  me.^    And  again :  — 
"  Though  I  had  drunk  up  iniquitj  as  an  ox  drinketh  up 
water,  although  I  had  exceeded  all  others  in  sin,  and  had 
long  done  despite  to  him,  yet  there  was  mercy  with  him 
that  he  might  be  feared.** 

Yet  did  he  continue  for  a  time  to  resist  these  offers  of 
mercy,  and  to  turn  aside  from  the  visitations  of  divine  regard, 
thus  graciously  continued  to  him ;  and  many  were  the  deep 
trials  and  conflicts  through  which  he  passed,  alternately 
yielding  and  resisting,  until  at  length  his  syiiritual  state  and 
his  danger  were  very  forcibly  brought  before  him,  attended 
hy  a  deep  persuasiou  lluiL  iliese  offers  of  iiieicy  would  be  no 
more  renewed,  and  that  if  bo  now  any  longer  resisted,  the 
day  of  his  visitation  would  be  over,  and  his  destruction 
certain  and  inevitable.  So  po^\erful  was  this  ini|iiession, 
that  it  brought  him  into  great  trouble  and  distress,  and 
caused  renewed  and  very  earnest  ])rayers  for  help  and 
strength;  he  cried  mightily  for  deliverance,  and  says, — **  My 

lips  quivered,  and  niy  belly  trembled,  that  my  soul  might 
**  rest  in  the  day  of  trouble." 

This  help  and  this  strength  were  mercifully  granted,  and 
he  was  enabled  to  maintain  his  ground :  he  was  now  twenty 
years  of  age,  and  the  altered  circumstances  in  which  he  was 
placed  were  favourable  to  the  progress  of  repentance  and 


Digitized  by  Go 


iBTAT.  20.] 


OF  SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL. 


SS 


conversion :  he  was  removed  from  Stockport,  and  had  found 
a  shelter  and  a  home  in  the  family  of  his  brother  Joseph  at 
Warrington ;  here,  and  in  the  house  of  his  uncle  Thomas 
Hough,  at  Sntton,  he  had  many  seasons  of  retirement,  pecu- 
liarly favourable  to  the  present  state  of  his  mind. 

The  intended  departure  of  his  father  for  America,  and  their 
parting  interview,  were  also  oonducire  to  his  help. 

Deeply  afflicting  to  John  Fothergill  was  the  past  con- 
duet  of  his  son  Samuel :  the  evil  of  his  ways,  and  his  griev- 
ous departure  from  those  paths  of  truth  and  virtue,  in  which 
he  had,  by  long  example  and  often  inculcated  precept, 
endeavoured  to  train  all  his  children,  caused  him  much 
sorrow  and  distress.  He  was  now  about  to  embark  for  a 
distant  land,  in  the  service  and  cause  of  his  Lord  and 
Master,  and  the  conviction  tliat  ho  was  leav  ing  behind  liiui 
a  beloved  son,  for  whose  restoration  and  welfare  he  had  often 
put  up  liis  prayers,  and  yet  who  had  so  dee])ly  revolted 
from  the  law  of  God,  was  as  the  wormwood  and  the  gall — • 
bitter  indeed  to  his  soul.  Memorable  and  atl'ecting  was 
their  last  interview :  after  once  more  imparting  to  his  son 
deep  and  impressive  counsel,  he  took  his  leave  in  these 
words:— "And  now,  son  Samuel,  farewell  !  —  farewell — and 
^'  unless  it  be  as  a  changed  man,  I  cannot  say  that  I  have 
"  any  wish  ever  to  see  thee  again.'* 

These  parting  expressions,  this  powerful  appeal  from  a 
father  whom,  notwithstanding  his  disobedience,  he  still  ten- 
derly loved,  uttered  during  what  might  probably  be  the  last 
time  they  should  meet  in  this  life,  together  witii  the  awful 
solemnity  and  deep  feeling  with  which  they  were  accom- 
panied, produced  a  strong  impression  upon  Samuel  Fother- 
gill; they  remained  as  if  engraven  upon  his  heart,  and 
assisted  to  confirm  and  strengthen  him  in  the  path  of  repent- 
ance and  conversion  upon  which  he  had  entered,  and  which, 
happily  for  him,  he  now  experienced  to  he  permanent 

Thus,  yielding  to  the  powerful  convictions  of  divine  grace, 
and  as  the  Spirit  that  eonvinceth  of  sin,  of  righteousness, 
and  of  judgment,  wrought  in  his  heart,  he  came  to  feel  the 
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terrors  of  the  Lord  for  mn^  and  was  made  willing  to  abide 
under  his  righteous  judgment,  because  he  had  sinned,  and  so 
was  brought  into  a  state  of  deep  repentance;  and  as  a  brand 
plucked  out  of  the  burning,  and  as  one  awakened  from  the 

sleep  of  death,  in  due  time  he  witnessed  a  deliveraoce  from 
the  bondage  of  cuiiuptiuii,  and  a  being  created  anew  unto 
holiness,  the  end  whereof  is  eternal  life,  throuj^h  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord. 

Of  the  many  conflicts  and  baptisms  through  which  he 
passed,  during  this  work,  or  of  the  advancement  which  he 
was  enabled  to  make  towards  that  thorough  establishment 
and  seiticnKiit  in  the  truth  which  he  was  favoured  after- 
wards so  eminently  to  experience,  no  distinct  or  separate 
account  is  now  to  be  found :  such  a  record  Irom  his  own 
pen  would  have  been  interesting  and  deeply  instructive. 
Yet  there  is  ground  to  believe  that  after  a  time  his  progress 
was  rapid  and  steady. 

In  his  correspondence  he  was  sometimes  led  to  speak  of 
his  state,  and  of  the  dealings  of  the  Lord  with  his  soul,  as 
some  of  the  following  letters  show:  they  also  contain  proofs 
of  the  rejoicing  which  his  return  and  conversion  produced 
in  the  minds  of  his  friends,  mingled  with  exceUent  counsel 
and  earnest  solicitude  for  his  stahDity  and  preservation. 

Amongst  those  who  thus  extended  towards  him  this  care, 
was  Susanna  Cboudson,  of  Warrington ;  she  was  an  ac- 
ceptable minister  in  the  Society,  of  which  they  both  were 
members.  She  was  some  years  older  than  himself,  and  by 
her  religious  experience,  and  the  care,  advice,  and  judicious 
encouragement,  which  were  early  and  frequently  extended, 
she  was  made  peculiarly  helpful  to  him.  He  found  in  her 
a  friend  to  whom  he  could  unburthen  his  mind  of  a  portion 
of  its  distress,  and  from  whose  sympathy  and  advice  he 
often  louiul  reliel,  and  with  whom,  as  ho  advanced  in  his 
spiritual  path,  he  often  took  sweet  counsel. 

Some  of  his  feelings  under  the  change  wliich  had  been 
wrought  in  him  were  commimicated  to  his  friends  in  the 
following  letter. 
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SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  THE  MONTHLY  MEETING. 

Dear  Friends, 

It  bath  lain  heavy  upon  me  for  some  time  to  \mte 
a  few  lines  to  you  upon  the  follow iug  subject. 

The  Lord  Jesus  Clirist,  in  his  i'veila^Uii^  kindness,  that 
hath  long  strove  with  my  soul,  has  been  pleased  to  unstop 
my  dt  af  tar,  that  I  might  hear  him,  the  shepherd  of  his  flock, 
and  to  open  my  blind  eyes,  and  let  me  see  my  state  as  it 
really  was,  very  desperate  and  very  lamentable;  he  has 
shown  mo  the  dreaful  precipice  T  was  at  the  brink  of,  and 
breathed  into  nie  the  breath  of  life,  in  order  tiiat  I  might 
arise  from  the  dead,  and  live ;  he  has  set  my  sins  in 
order  before  me,  and  shown  me  bow  far  1  had  estranged 
myself  from  him,  raising  strong  desires  in  me  to  return 
to  him,  the  Redeemer  of  my  soul ;  the  consideration  of  which 
has  raised  in  my  heart  a  just  abhorrence  of  my  former 
practices,  that  induces  me  to  make  this  public  declaration 
of  them,  which  I  desire  to  do  in  a  few  words. 

I  Imow  my  sins  are  so  many,  and  so  obrious  to  every  one, 
that  it  is  impossible  and  needless  to  recount  and  remark 
upon  them,  for  I  was  then  as  in  the  bond  of  iniquity,  though 
it  has  pleased  the  Father  of  Mercies  to  bring  me  since  into 
the  very  gall  of  bitterness,  and  into  anxiety  of  soul  inespres- 
sible,  yea,  not  to  be  apprehended  by  any  bat  those  who 
have  trod  the  same  path,  and  drunk  of  the  same  cup; 
yet,  blessed  be  the  name  of  God,  he  who  hath  kindled 
breathings  in  my  soul  afler  him,  would  sometimes  break  in 
upon  nic,  and  though  the  waves  of  Jordan  have  gone  over 
my  head,  his  supporting  arm  w  as  underneath,  that  I  should 
not  be  discouraged.  He,  m  hi^  mfiuite  love,  has  given  me 
to  understand  that  the  things  w  hich  belong  to  my  peace 
were  not  utterly  hid  from  my  eves  ;  that  though  I  had  drunk 
up  iniquity  as  an  ox  drinketh  up  water,  although  T  had 
exceeded  all  others  in  sin,  had  long  done  despite  to  him,  yet 
there  was  mercy  with  him  that  he  might  be  feared. 
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Now  would  I  addiess  myself  to  the  youth  among  you.  In 
a  certain  sense  of  the  divine  extendings  of  thai  lore  where- 
with  he  hath  loved  us  do  I  salute  you,  with  sincere  desires 
that  that  God  which  visited  our  fathers  while  aliens  and 
strangers  to  him,  may  be  our  Ood,  that  we  may  emhrace  the 
day  of  our  visitation,  and  not  turn  our  hacks  upon  so  great 
a  mercy  as  he,  I  am  sensible,  is  daily  extending-  Oh !  I 
have  tasted  of  his  love ;  I  have  had  to  celebrate  his  name ; 
and  tliough  unfit  for  the  work,  I  cannot  be  easy,  nor  dis- 
charge my  known  duty,  uiLhout  entreating  you  to  forsake  the 
vanities  of  tin  \\  oi  kl ;  for  the  end  thereof  is  unav()idal)lc 
sorrow,  and  endless  torment;  but  happy  are  they  who  give 
timely  application  in  earnestly  seeking  the  Lord,  who  will 
(I  speak  from  blessed  experience)  be  found  of  those  who 
earnestly  and  diligently  seek  him,  for  he  has  appeared  to 
me  (when  1  was  afraid  1  was  forgot)  as  a  morning  without 
cloudsy  to  my  exceeding  great  encouragement  and  consola- 
tion, and  strengthened  me  in  my  resolutions  to  follow  htm, 
who  has  done  so  much  for  my  soul. 

Bear  with  me  yet  a  little,  for  I  write  not  my  own  words; 
that  blessed  Saviour  has  laid  it  upon  me,  who  is  willing  that 
all  should  be  saved  and  come  unto  him.  Let  him,  1  entreat 
you,  have  his  perfect  work  in  you;  he  will  wash  you,  or  else 
you  have  no  share  in  him.  I  can  truly  say,  that  during  the 
time  of  my  first  conviction,  my  lips  quivered  and  my  helly 
tiemhled,  that  my  soul  might  rest  in  the  day  of  trouble.  I 
choose  not  to  write  this,  but  I  cannot  be  easy  unless  I  call 
others  to  the  like  enjoyment  In  bowels  of  tender  love  to 
you  do  I  again  salute  you,  and  take  my  leave  of  you,  with 
strong  desires  that  you  who  are  advanced  in  years,  and 
favoured  in  the  Lord,  may  remember  me,  when  it  is  well 
with  you ;  and  that  I  may  be  again  preserved,  though  beset 
with  many  temptations  on  every  hand.  The  Lord  iu  mercy 
be  near  you,  saitb  my  soul.  Farewell. 

Samuel  Fothbroili.. 
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WILLIAM  LONGMIRE  TO  SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL^ 

Kendal,  1736. 

Thy  very  acceptable  letter  came  safe  to  hand,  and 
I  am  truly  glad  to  find  the  happy  remains  of  that  holy 
visitation,  which  I  was  very  sensible,  when  with  you,  was 
fully  extended  unto  thee.  It  was  no  small  satisfaction  to 
perceive  the  sou  of  so  worthy  a  fcUhcr  brougLi  to  the 
baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  though  by  thy  own  will  and 
actions  far  unworthy  of  such  a  favour,  as  also  many  more 
have  been.  And  as  I  fully  hope  thou  hast  long  ere  this 
sorrowfully  seen  into  the  follies  and  wild  extravagant  ways 
of  thy  youth,  and  bitterly  mourned  over  him  whom  thou  hast 
]nri  ced,  so,  I  earnestly  beseech  thee,  keep  it  often  in  thy 
remembrance,  frequently  retire  alone,  and  let  it  become 
still  thy  delight  to  meditate  in  the  law  of  thy  God.  Seek 
always  to  arm  thyself  with  the  weapons  of  the  Christian 
war£ure,  which  still  are  absolutely  necessary  to  thy  piescr- 
vatioD  in  the  way  of  truth,  and  thy  complete  conquest  over 
all  the  force  of  the  enemy :  and  O  !  think  not  that  the  work 
is  already  done;  since  thou  hast  been  favoured  with  the 
glorious  day  of  our  God  to  break  forth  and  dawn  upon  thee, 
to  open  thy  understanding,  to  influence  thy  wiU,  and  rectily 
thy  judgment,  and  fill  thy  whole  soul  with  his  precious 
goodness,  he  has  made  thy  mountain  strong,  and  the  whole 
train  of  Christian  graces  have  appeared  in  their  own  ami- 
able beauty  and  proportions,  and,  willingly  attended,  the 
enemy  became  baffled,  and  fell  to  a  cessation  of  arms. 

I  am  very  sensible  this  is  the  respite  that  often  the  first 
gracious  and  humbling  visitation  of  the  Holy  Being  affords 
to  his  favoured  children,  to  gire  them  a  full  opportunity  to 
view  their  own  vile  defilements  and  irregular  passions,  and 
the  punLy,  trulii,  and  liaiuiony  of  religion,  with  all  its 

*  The  letters  of  William  Longmire  are  dated  at  Kendal,  but  I 
belief  6  he  afterwards  fired  at  Sbeepscar,  near  Leeds,  and  died  there, 
lat  Mo.  2<S,  1763.   G.  C. 
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ailraclive  qualities  and  pcrfectionsi  that  the  soul  may  be 
filled  with  an  abhorrence  of  the  ooe,  and  the  pleasing  pros- 
pect and  delight  of  the  other. 

Thus  as  babes  arc  we  attended,  taken  by  the  hand,  and 
gently  led  along ;  but  after  all  it  is  expected  that  we  grow 
in  strength,  and  in  the  more  manly  exercises  of  the  sonl  than 
our  infant  state  will  admit  of,  and  may  perhaps  be  tried 
again  and  again  with  those  very  temptations  which  have 
formerly  presented ;  and  who  knows  but  they  may  a  little 
harden  upon  our  hands,  as  we  become  more  capable  to 
determine  our  actions  in  &Tour  of  the  Christian  religion, 
and  a  truly  sober  and  virtuous  life.  Enemies  without  may 
assail,  and  barrenness  and  poverty  of  soul  within. 

Then,  oh!  then,  dear  friend,  patience,  hope,  and  faith 
call  in  to  thy  assistance,  and  in  the  resignation  bo  pressingly 
earnest  with  thy  God  to  lift  up  bis  Spirit  as  a  standard  in 
thy  heart  against  tiic  enemy,  and  freely  let  liiiu  arise,  and 
then  shall  the  tempter,  and  all  his  pernicious  means  th.it 
he  may  make  use  of,  flee  before  thee ;  but  yet,  if  this  should 
not  be  in  thy  own  wisli  and  time,  pray  fall  iiul  to  murmuring 
and  despair ;  let  the  first  of  these  before  named  virtues  have 
her  perfect  work. 

Dear  friend,  I  heartily  wish  thy  preservation  and  pros- 
perity in  the  blessed  truth,  a  joy  to  thy  parent,  a  comfort 
to  thy  brothers,  and  a  blessing  to  socie^. 

I  am. 
Dear  Samuel, 

Thy  sincerely  affectionate  friend, 

William  Longmire. 

DOCTOR  FOTHBROILL  TO  SUSANNA  CROUDSON. 

London,  12th  Mo.,  1730. 

I  find,  by  experience,  that  town  or  country  is  alike 
to  me ;  I  am  weak  in  the  one  as  well  as  in  the  other,  when 
I  leave  the  good  hand,  or  it  leaves  me  to  stumble  and  snifer 
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for  uliciices ;  I  find  that  wlicu  a  degree  of  tiial  ])o\vcr  sur- 
rouuds  me,  noLhm^  is  too  strong  for  me,  I  conquer  all;  but, 
alas !  how  few,  iiow  seldom  are  these  seasons !  This,  how- 
ever, I  lind,  that  if  we  do  stagger,  our  enemy  very  oflen  gives 
us  a  push ;  and  if  we  fall,  he  mostly  tramples  upon  us  and 
covers  us  with  mire  and  dirt,  whilst,  perhaps,  we  thinlv  wo 
are  thrust  down  by  another  power.  The  time  ]>eriiap8 
will  come,  it  is  our  part  to  wait  with  patience  till  it  does 
come,  that  we  may  be  environed  and  folded  with  divine 
love. 

Dear  friend,  remember  that  whatever  can  stir  np  the 
pure  mind  in  us  will  be  of  advantage* 

I.  F. 


SAMUEL  FOTHEROILL  TO  JOHN  ROITTH.* 

« 

11th  of  12th  Mo^  1786  -7. 

I  write  to  thee  as  to  one  wLu  art  re^^arded  by  the 
Almighty,  and  w  ho  hast,  by  regarding  that  visitation  which 
I  too  long  slighted,  been  preserved  from  the  snares  and 
temptations  of  the  enemy,  and  hast,  though  young  lu  years, 
attained  to  a  good  stature  in  the  truth  ;  which,  oh  !  that  it 
may  be  my  chief  care  to  press  after,  to  seek  for  above  all, 
is  at  present,  and  1  liope  will  continue  to  be,  the  eaiiiest 
intent  of  my  heart ;  and  though  I  lind  it  my  place  often  to 
be  brought  low  and  very  poor,  as  it  is  at  present,  yet  I 
desire  to  wait  my  appointed  time,  until  he  please  to  dispel 
those  darksome  clouds,  which  at  times  bring  me  yet  near 
to  a  melancholy,  drooping  state. 

But  I  desire  to  be  entirely  resigned  to  his  will ;  that  he 
may,  if  he  please,  again  and  again  tarn  his  hand  upon  me, 
until  he  hath  purged  away  all  my  dross,  and  made  me  what 

*  John  Routb  resided  at  Manchester;  be  was  an  elder,  and  for 
many  yean  an  active  and  osefiil  member  of  society.  He  died 
1st  Mo.  31, 1791«aged  76. 
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best  pleases  him,  and  uot  inyseH'  uor  others.  But  the  Lord, 
who  has  done  wonderful  ibings  for  my  deliverance,  lias  mer- 
cifully regarded  and  reached  unto  mu,  while  in  a  state  of 
open  defiance  to  bis  tenderly  striving  spirit. 

S.  F. 

BAHUEL  FOTHBBGILL  TO  HIS  SISTER. 

Warrington,  2d  Mo.,  9th,  1787. 

I  could  have  been  glad  to  have  written  a  few  lines 
to  thee,  bnt  considering  the  distance  my  past  behaviour  had 
justly  placed  me  at,  in  respect  to  my  friends'  and  relations* 
favour,  1  was  somewhat  doubtful  of  its  kind  reception. 
Bui,  dear  sister,  I  have  found  it  is  the  want  of  inward  peace 
that  is  more  grievous  than  the  want  of  my  friends'  favour, 
though  that  be  very  desirable.  I  found,  upon  examining 
my  state,  that  I  was  upon  the  very  hrink  of  destruction 
and  ruin,  and  it  pleased  the  Lord  to  Idndle  in  my  soul 
earnest  desires  to  be  delivered  from  my  dreadiul  condition, 
which  the  Lord  in  mercy  showed  to  me  as  it  really  was, 
thereby  bringing  me  into  deep  and  unutterable  anxiety  of 
soul,  that  I  often  was  ready  to  conclude  my  transgressions 
were  more  and  greater  than  any  one*s  else,  and  my  state 
worse  llian  any  ever  were  in  before.  O!  the  anguish  of  that 
day,  the  weight  of  sorrow  I  daily  laboured  under  was  more 
than  I  CAU  ijxj)ic.sb,  ui  any  not  acquainted  wiili  llic  operation 
of  the  Spirit  of  judgment  and  of  burning  can  conceive. 

It  is  like  repeating  an  idle  story  to  any  that  are  unac- 
quainted with  it,  but  I  have  a  different  opinion  of  thee,  and 
thou  hast,  I  hope,  known  a  degree  of  tlic  lu  art-clcansing 
power  of  truth,  thoncj^h  thou  hast  been  preserved  Irom  thoise 
pollutions  that  hinder  us  from  being  jiroperly  acquainted 
with  the  Almighty,  and  finding  thereby  love  and  solid 
peace.  But  through  infinite  mercy  I  can  now  say,  with 
a  humbly  thankful  heart,  it  was  a  repentance  never  to  be 
repented  of;  for  notwithstanding  my  open  rebellion  and 
defiance  to  the  tenderly  striving  Spirit  of  grace,  that  long 
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strove  with  me  in  oider  for  my  recovery,  I  have,  in  degree, 
witnessed  favour  firom  the  Almighty,  and  the  knowledge 
of  acceptance  with  him,  which  is  more  to  me  than  any 
thing  else.  Great  is  my  reason  to  be  humbly  thankful  for 
his  many  mercies,  winch  niv  soul  desires  never  to  be 
unmindful  of,  but,  by  a  yet  more  humble  ualkinu;,  and 
closer  seeking  after  him,  seek  to  redeeni  uiy  furmci  mispent 
and  lost  tinie,  by  redoubling  my  diligence,  with  humble 
ihaiikiuliie^s  press  after  hiui  to  find  my  peace  yet  more 
and  more  conliruied,  now  the  Lord  has  given  me  to  know 
they  are  not  yet  hid  from  my  eyes,  but  yet  mnv  be  in  a 
trreatcr  degree  attained  upon  my  humble  rcsigiiation  to  his 
divnic  will,  and  proper  and  frequent  apjdication  to  him 
for  the  farther  discoveries  of  it,  and  strength  to  perform  it 
acceptably  to  him.  Many  yet  continue  to  be  the  deep 
and  humbling  times  I  go  through;  many  the  anxieties  of 
soul  I  have  to  pass  under,  yet  the  Tiord  in  mercy  is  at  times 
helping  me  over  every  thing  that  would  hinder  my  spiritual 
progress^  and  giving  to  find  times  of  refreshment  in  his 
divine  presence.  O!  that  it  may  be  our  care,  dear  sister, 
to  seek  properly  after  him,  in  order  to  find  renewing  of 
strength,  and  acquaintance  with  him,  that  we  may  thereby 
witness  strength  to  withstand  the  enemy  of  our  souls,  in 
all  his  attempts.  May  it  continue  to  be  my  care  above 
all  things,  in  true  thankfulness,  to  wait  for  his  appearance, 
though  it  may  be  at  times  as  a  refiner  vnth  fire,  and  as  a 
purifier  of  silver.  May  we  suffer  him  to  work  effectually 
in  our  hearts;  great  will  be  our  satisfaction  thereby  to 
witness  that  the  Lord's  regard  is  to  us,  and  his  love  is  near 
to  us.  I  cannot  with  too  great  earnestness  recommend  this 
to  both  our  consideration  and  practice,  as  one  knowing  the 
judgment  of  the  Lord  for  sin,  and  by  his  help  a  learning 
to  forsake  it,  and  following  him  in  the  ways  of  his  requir- 
ing ;  this  brings  a  true  and  lasting  peace.  May  I  seek 
after  him  again  and  again,  and  enter  into  covenant  with 
him;  if  he  will  but  indeed  be  with  me  in  my  way,  and 
direct  me  aright,  1  will  fully  follow  him.    So  marvellous 
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and  wonderful  is  the  goodness  of  God  to  my  soul,  I  cannot 
sufTicicntl}  admire  it,  nor  too  oft  en  repeat  it,  for  1  am  as 
a  monument  of  that  mercy  that  w  oiikl  luive  none  lost,  but 
that  all  should  come  to  the  saving  kuowledge  of  himself. 

S.  F. 

AUCE  ROUTE*  TO  SAMUEL  FOTHEROILL. 

Hawesy  3d  Mo.^  Jst,  1737. 

It  was  not  because  I  feared  thy  not  huldiug  out 
to  the  end,  made  me  write  as  I  did,  but  it  was  in  order  to 
encourage  thee  in  thy  journey  through  iliis  vale  of  tears; 
for  T  am  sensible  of  the  many  deep  plungings  that  those 
meet  with,  that  have  set  their  faces  Zionwardii.  Oh,  I 
have  thought  sometimes  I  was  (juite  forsaken,  and  even  left 
to  myself;  yet  it  hath  i)leased  him  in  these  times  of  afflic- 
tions to  appear  again,  with  liealing  virtue  in  his  hand.  Dear 
friend,  it  is  my  earnest  desire  that  thou  may  be  preserved 
to  the  end,  for  it  was  that  same  arm  that  turned  thee  which 
turned  Saul,  when  he  was  going  to  persecute  the  Church. 
I  w  ish  that  it  may  hare  the  same  effect  on  thee  as  it  had 
on  Sauly  §oT  he  xeasoned  not  with  flesh  and  hlood,  but  was 
obedient  to  him  that  called.  X  would  not  hare  thee  go 
into  leaaoningSy  foT  the  enemy  of  our  souls,  when  he  cannot 
lead  into  those  things  which  we  have  been  prone  to,  he 
then  begms  another  way;  that  iS|  to  bring  us  to  despair 
of  cTer  overcoming  our  enemies,  because  they  are  so 
numerous.  But  it  was  his  arm  that  turned  Saul,  which 
brought  salvation,  and  can  overturn  all  our  enemies,  and 
bring  deliverance  to  his  afflicted  seed ;  for  they  are  as  the 
apple  of  his  eye ;  and  although  he  may  withhold  his  face 

*  Alice  Routh  ivas  bora  at  Hawes,  in  1704 ;  she  eariy  leottved 
a  gift  in  the  ministry,  in  which  she  continued  during  a  long  life* 
and  died  at  Hawesy  in  the  5th  Month,  1791,  oged  87.  A  minister 
more  than  60  years. 
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for  a  tune,  it  is  in  order  to  try  our  love  to  him,  and  to  see 
^^  h ether  we  love  him  above  all  or  not,  for  he  will  not  admit 
of  any  rivals,  but  will  have  the  whole  heart  or  none.  So 
unto  the  Lord  do  I  commend  thee,  (together  with  my  own 
soul,)  who  iB  the  sure  rock  to  flee  unto. 

I  remain, 

Thy  sincere  friend, 

Alice  Routh. 

JOHN  ROUTH  TO  SAMUEL  FOTHEROILL. 

Manchester,  2d  Mo.,  12th,  1787. 

 And,  as  the  operation  of  the  power  of  truth 

is  given  way  unto  in  our  hearts,  it  will  work  out  every  thing 
that  is  of  a  contrary  nature  ;  lliat  so  \vc  may  become  fit 
tabemackb  for  liim,  the  Holy  One,  to  dwell  in,  which, 
that  it  may  be  our  chiefest  care  to  press  after,  is  many  times 
the  earnest  breathing  of  my  soul,  notwithstanding  the  many 
buflfetings,  and  hard  exercises,  that  fall  to  my  lot:  for  the 
adversary,  at  times,  strongly  suggests  the  need  I  have  of 
a  more  eager  pursuit  after  the  lawful  things  of  this  life; 
but  I  find  that  except  the  management  of  things  temporal 
be  kept  in  its  proper  place,  we  shall  lose  ground  as  to 
religion,  and  our  a]3])etito  after  divine  consolation  will  fail. 
Oh,  thai  this  may  never  be  our  case,  but  that  we  may  still 
breathe  to  the  Almighty  for  strength  to  undergo  whatever 
we  may  be  proved  with,  in  the  course  of  our  sojourning 
here.  When  I  have  considered  how  some  who  have  known 
Hie  work  of  truth,  and  have  been  in  a  great  degree  cleansed 
and  entightened,  yet,  for  want  of  watchfulness,  darkness 
has  come  over  them  again;  this  has  many  times  bowed 
me  very  low,  in  strong  desires  that  I  might  always  keep 
in  a  sense  of  my  own  nothingness  and  insufficiency;  and 
as  we  keep  here,  I  am  not  without  hope  that  he  who  was 
appointed  to  open  the  prison  doors,  will  in  time  set  us  at 
liberty  to  serve  him  in  an  acceptable  manner. 

John  Routh. 
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SAMU£L  FOTUERGILL  TO  JOSEPH  BROWN. 

Warrington,  3d  Mo.,  9,  1787. 

With  renewed  satisfaction  do  I  now  salute  Ibee, 
desiring  our  mutual  welfare  in  the  best  sense,  that  by  a 
close  and  diligent  application  we  way  have  at  times  to 
experience  a  bmng  drawn  truly  inward,  and  near  to  the 
Almighty  helper  and  feeder  of  his  people;  there,  in  a  secret 
manner,  to  renew  our  acquaintance  with  him,  and  one  with 
another,  in  the  uniting  influences  of  best  regard;  there, 
surely,  dear  Inend,  stands  our  communion  and  nearest 
fellowship,  which  flows  fireely  in  our  hearts  one  to  and 
for  another,  when  outwardly  far  separated. 

Thy  letter  was  very  acccplable  to  me,  and  I  perused  it 
with  a  good  degree  of  pleasure,  for  I  thought  it  gave  me 
an  idea  of  a  mind  steadily  resoked  in  the  pursuit  of  virtue, 
the  only  lasting  and  durable  treasure,  which  truly  makes 
ricli,  and  brings  no  sorrow  or  sting  with  it.  This  we  hare 
bolli  1  believe  frequently  experienced  to  be  our  lielp  and 
stay  in  times  of  deep  and  humble  walkings,  and  low 
goings  duw  n,  ss  litn  we  have  been  ready  to  say  no  one  w  ent 
so  low  as  we;  that  we  had  a  ]nilh  to  tread  few  besides  ever 
u  alked  in.  Then,  my  friend,  this  inward  treasure  has  been 
richly  manifested  for  the  support  and  streuglheniiii;  us  yet 
to  wrestle,  in  humble  reverence,  if  happily  we  miglit  at  last 
have  to  say  with  joy, — "  I  cried  and  thon  heard  nic,  0 
Lord,  and  helped  me  "  This  I  know  is  more  the  concern 
of  a  remnant  than  every  thing  in  the  world  beside,  for  it 
surely  is  only  his  appearance  that  can  bring  joy  to  the 
earnestly  seeking  soul.  I  was  very  glad  to  hear  thou  had 
so  satisfactory  an  account  to  give  of  thy  journey  every  way, 
both  inwardly  and  outwardly.  The  first  being  chiefly  to  be 
regarded ;  the  welfare  of  the  inward  to  be  sought  for  in  a 
diligent  and  yet  fervent  waiting  upon  the  Almighty  for  fur- 
ther discoveries,  and  this  will  be  more  and  more  explained 
to  us.   O,  my  dear  friend,  here  surely  stands  our  happiness, 
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in  fulfilling  and  being  made  conformable  to  the  will  of  God, 
our  wills  being  entirely  to  be  brought  into  subjection  to  the 
divine  will.  Have  not  we,  dear  friend,  in  our  low  estate, 
when  troubles  came  over  us  and  exercises,  been  like  the 
waves  of  the  sea  ?  have  we  not  then  been  ready  to  say,  any 
way  for  peace,  lead  me  in  thy  own  ways,  and  with  thy 
help  I  will  surely  follow  thee  ?  Let  us^  dear  fiiend,  not  by 
any  means  fall  short  of  troe  obedience,  than  which,  I  can 
by  experience  assert,  there  is  no  other  way  to  peace.  My 
mind  is  drawn  out  in  an  unexpected  manner  towards  thee, 
yet  with  a  good  degree  of  hope  that  the  same  £teroal  Being 
who  first  visited  our  souls,  whilst  in  a  state  of  alienation 
from  him,  will,  in  a  continued  merciful  regard,  be  near  for 
oor  best  help,  and  enable  us  to  appear,  if  truly  willing  and 
obedient,  in  his  presence,  with  acceptance. 

Now  mast  I  draw  towards  a  conclusion,  witli  breathings 
of  soul  for  our  growth  in  the  best  state,  even  to  a  measure 
o{  ibc  lulncss  of  our  holy  head,  and  that  our  expectations 
may  be  yet  more  and  more  u|iom  liini.  Then  shall  we  be 
oilen  engaged  to  seek  him,  and  iu  private  to  retire  before  hiui, 
the  chief  beloved  of  our  souls.  He  will  appear  in  these 
private  opportunities,  to  our  abundant  consolation  and  help 
over  our  enemies;  which,  that  it  may  be  more  and  more 
our  c<  ncem,  is  the  desire  of  thy  real  friend  in  the  unchange* 
able  truth. 

S.  F. 

JOHN  ROUTH  TO  SAMUEL  FOTHfiRQILL. 

Manchester,  3d  Mo.,  16th,  1737. 

I  join  with  thee  in  real  belief  that  we  shall  be 
helped  forward  towards  the  heavenly  Canaan,  as  we  are 
truly  resigned  in  heart,  to  be  made  what  the  divine  being 
would  have  us  to  be :  notwithstanding  the  many  exercises 
we  may  meet  with,  a  great  share  of  which  (I  am  many 
times  ready  to  conclude,)  fall  to  my  lot,  I  fully  believe, 
as  we  are  concerned  to  press  through  the  crowd  of  oppo* 
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sitioQ,  if  possible,  to  touch  the  hem  of  bis  garment,  we 
shall  witness  beavenlj  Tirtue  in  the  least  touch  of  his 
love;  if  something  of  Ibis  were  not  witnessed,  at  times,  what 
would  become  of  us;  when  we  are  bowed  low,  under  a 
sense  of  our  own  nothingness  and  insufficiency,  to  step  one 
step  forward  in  that  way,  that  is  well  plearing  in  his  sight. 
I  have  often  remembered  the  great  strait  that  Israel  of  old 
was  in,  when  the  sea  was  before,  the  inaccessible  moun- 
tains  on  each  band,  and  their  old  oppressing  enemies 
pursuing  hard  after  them,  from  whose  force  they  were 
altogether  unable  to  defend  themselves;  the  command  then 
vvas,  stand  still,  and  sec  tlic  salvaliou  of  God :  and,  blessed 
be  his  name,  he  is  still  showing  his  salviaiun  to  his  ])oor 
afflicted  Israel,  am  they  are  ceasing  from  their  own  willings, 
and  runnings,  and  actings,  and  depending  only  upon  his 
providential  care.  It  is,  at  present,  my  sincere  desire,  (bat 
we  may  press  forward  after  a  close  comnuuiion  with  him, 
and  that  our  pursuit  after  the  necessaries  of  this  lile  may 
be  bounded  by  his  will,  which,  as  we  have  an  eye  unto, 
I  don^t  doubt  but  that  we  shall  be  favoured  with  all  that 
is  necessary  for  food  and  raiment. 

John  Rooth. 

ALICE  ROUTH  TO  SAUUEL  FOTHEROILL. 

Hawes,  4th  Mo.,  8th,  1787. 

I  would  not  have  thee  discouraged  by  thinking 
that  thou  art  out  of  thy  place ;  for  if  the  enemy  could  not 
lead  thee  into  other  things  which  would  have  drawn  down 
the  displeasure  of  thy  God  upon  thee,  he  was  not  unlikely 
to  put  fears  in  thy  mind  that  thou  didst  not  worship  aright; 
it  is  what  others  have  been  tossed  inth ;  but  praised  be  the 
powerful  name  of  the  great  being  that  hath  not  suffered 
the  devouring  enemy  to  destroy  his  plants;  his  regard  is 
unto  the  workmanship  of  his  hands,  although  we  be  tempted 
and  tried  with  deep  poverty;  it  was  the  lot  of  our  dear 
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Redeemer,  but  he  overcame  the  enemy,  and  as  we  follow 
him  we  shall  be  made  to  overcome,  in  his  due  and  appointed 
tiuie. 

A.  ROUTH. 

WILLIAiM  LONGMIBE  TO  SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL. 

Kendal,  5tb  Mo.,  2dth,  1787. 

DSAR  Samuel, 

I  hope  that  good  liaiid  and  power  that  visited  thee, 
and  made  thee  sensible  of  his  will,  and  of  the  unfitness  of 
thy  own,  and  gave  thee  power  in  degree  to  deny  the  one 
and  obey  the  other,  to  thy  great  and  unspeakable  joy,  has 
not  forgotten  to  be  gracious  and  merciful  in  the  time  of 
need,  but  yet  vouchsafes  to  administer  of  the  comforts  of 
his  grace  and  love,  to  maintain  and  prosper  thee  in  the 
heavenly  truth.  Let  no  poverty  or  barrenness  of  soul 
dismay  tliee ;  no  new  or  unexpected  surprise,  as  giants  in 
the  land,  ever  give  thee  reason  to  call  the  truth  of  the  visi- 
tation and  rnisdon  in  question.  Many  are  the  fears  and 
false  reasonings  which  at  times  will  rush  upon  the  soul, 
especially  iu  times  of  weakness  and  want.  The  imagina- 
tion is  scarce  ever  more  at  work,  and  more  ajit  to  create 
false  images,  than  when  the  divine  object  is  partly  with- 
drawn. And  if  there  is  not  a  steady  bearing  and  holding 
fast  our  faith,  and  a  resignation  of  the  whole  soul  unto 
God,  we  shall  certainly,  in  sucli  seasons,  be  very  apt  to 
suffer  loss,  and  abundantly  weaken  our  own  hands,  and 
give  ourselves  up  into  the  ])ower  of  the  enemy.  But,  dear 
Samuel,  be  thou  strong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of 
his  might,  and  he  will  strengthen  thee  yet  more,  and 
increase  thy  joy,  and  confirm  and  stablish  thee  in  his 
truth. 

W.  LONGMIBB. 
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JOSEPH  BROWN  TO  SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL. 

Broxbounie,  6  Mo.,  17,  1737. 

I  am  Bensible  that  there  is  nothing  that  unites  and 
brings  so  near  to  one  another  as  the  love  of  the  most  holy 
truth ;  and,  as  we  abide  in  it,  though  we  may  be  far  sepa- 
rated in  body,  we  shall  be  near  in  spirit,  and  witness  that 
fellowship  and  holy  communion  that  the  worldly  minded 
aru  ignorant  of.  So  I  sincerely  desire  that  we  may  abide 
here;  for,  sure  I  am,  there  is  no  oilier  place  of  refuge  for 
us  poor  worms  to  llcc  to.  Tlierc  is  a  remnant  tliat  can 
experimentally  say,  that  it  has  been  often  inexpressible 
satisfaction  to  them,  thai  in  the  Lord  there  is  strength ; 
were  it  not  so,  ihey  had  fainted  long  ago. 

So,  dear  friend,  although  many  are  the  trials  and  exercises 
that  those  may  meet  with  here,  as  they  arc  sincerely  engaged 
to  look  over  all  to  their  unconquered  captain  Christ  Jesus, 
he  will  keep  them  from  fear  and  from  falling  into  the 
snares  of  the  wicked  one.  Oh,  that  I  may  keep  my  eye 
steadily  to  him;  that  so  I  may  be  enabled  to  follow  him  in 
the  ways  of  his  leadings  and  requirings ;  for  sure  I  am, 
th  ru  is  no  other  way  to  obtain  true  peace  with  him. 

Thou  bast  been  often  brought  into  my  mind,  with  desires 
for  thy  welfare  every  way ;  but  in  an  especial  manner  in 
the  most  holy  truth,  which  thou  hast,  through  the  love  of 
our  heavenly  Father,  chosen  for  thy  portion ;  and  I  have 
to  believe,  as  thou  comest  to  be  more  obedient  and  ireely 
given  up  thereto,  the  Lord  will  enlarge  thy  heart,  and  pour 
down  of  his  heavenly  blessings  upon  Uiy  soid,  like  the 
former  and  the  latter  rain ;  and  though  thou  mayest  meet 
with  deep  trials,  and  prorings,  and  reasonings,  and,  as  it 
were,  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death,  to  pass  through 
at  times;  yet,  as  thou  art  engaged,  in  sincerity  of  heart,  to 
look  over  all  and  through  all  to  holy  Jesus,  he  will  preserve 
thee  from  tlie  fear  of  evil,  and  Ii'mu  ialliug  into  the  snares 
of  the  wicked  one.    Ob,  methinks  the  Lord^s  love  is 
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extended  towards  a  young  and  raing  generation,  and  if 
they  embrace  it,  lie  will  be  good  to  them ;  and  as  they  are 
tmlyiesigned  and  freely  ^ven  np  to  his  divine  will,  I  do 
beliere  that  he  will  raise  many  up  from  the  sheep-fold, 

and  send  them  to  see  how  their  brethren  fare :  and  not  only 
so,  but  will  strengthen  diul  m^jiiiL  them  to  l^'o  ai^ainst  the 
gitaL  Goliath,  that  is  so  much  vaunting  over  uud  dt  lying 
the  armies  of  the  living  God;  and  though  there  mav  be 
those  that  may  despise,  yet  the  justness  ol  i  lx  ir  cause  shall 
answer  for  thcra,  like  poor  David  in  iuuoceucy  saying, — 
"  Is  there  not  a  cause  ? " 

Joseph  Bbown.* 

P.  S. — I  often  see  thy  brother  John,  and  his  company  is 
very  acceptable  to  me;  his  sweet,  innocent  carriage  and 
deportinent  arc  exemplary  to  the  youth  of  that  great  city 
where  his  lot  is  now  cast ;  I  desire  that  many  may  loliow 
his  example. 

SAUUBL  FOTHEROILL  TO  HIS  SISTER. 

Warrington,  6th  Mo.,  8th,  1737. 

The  day  after  I  received  thine  I  was  Tisited  with 

the  rheumatism,  so  that  I  have  not  quite,  as  yet,  regained 
the  use  of  my  arms.  I  have  had  a  very  hard  turn  as  I  ever 
had  in  my  life  lor  violent  pain  oatwardly,  yet  1  never  was 
so  easy  under  it,  having  often  sensibly  to  enjoy  the  dume 
presence  of  the  physician  of  value,  who,  blessed  be  his 
name,  was  near  to  my  ,^ujtport,  in  encouraging  lov(^  fo  draw 
me  nearer  and  nearer  to  himself,  w  here  the  true  and  humble 
followers  of  Christ  find  a  secure  rest  in  all  their  trials 
and  exigencies  of  every  kind.  O  dear  sister,  may  we  be  of 
the  number  of  those  who  have  chosen  the  Lord  for  our 
portion,  and  his  truth  for  the  lot  of  our  inheritance ;  then, 
whenever  we  ha?e  to  engage  with  sickness,  or  any  other 

*  Joseph  Brown  died  near  Hertford^  Sth  Mo.»  20tb,  1 74b,  aged  42. 
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trial,  oor  peace  win  spring  up  and  flow  lilce  a  riyer ;  our 
hearts  will  be  united  in  a  bond  of  peace  wbidi  notbing 
can  distnrby  and  wbich  will  last  beyond  tbe  graire^  and 
Ibk  makes  every  thing  easy,  so  that  we  shall  be  ready  to 
ciy  ont, — Lead  me  in  thy  ways,  O  Lord!  be  thon  near 
me,  and  ready  for  my  help,  and  I  shall  not  fear  the  number 
of  my  enemies;  if  1  may  bo  favoured  with  thy  presence,  I 
shall  not  be  afraid.  The  remembrance  of  the  many  mercies 
of  the  Almighty,  extended  to  my  soul,  enlarges  my  heart, 
and  raises  strong  cries  that  T  may  be  helped  to  walk  in 
the  way  that  is  well  pleasing  to  him,  in  true  thankfulness 
of  heart 

S.  F. 

DOCTOR  FOTHERGILL  TO  SAMUEL  FOTHERUILL. 

London,  7th  Mo.,  7th,  1787. 

The  few  lines  which  thou  sent  me  were  very 
acceptable,  as  th^  proceeded  from  a  mind  tinctured  with 
goodj  and  the  openings  of  true  fraternal  love.  May  those 
dawnings  yet  shine  brighter,  may  they  dispel  all  darkness, 
and  kindle  that  endearing  Oame,  which  neither  length  of 
time,  nor  all  the  enemy's  efforts,  will  ever  be  able  to  extin- 
guish. In  a  sense  of  thy  snffexings  and  trials,  I  salute 
thee;  stand  fast,  and  immoveable ;  bear  with  constancy  the 
enemy's  assaults;  Heaven  will  inspire  thee  at  length  with 
secret  fortitude;  thy  hands  will  be  strengthened,  triumph 
and  conquest  will  be  Imown ;  but  may  we  know  sufficiently 
the  command, — Steady,  steady,  to  be  adhered  to. 

Through  mercy,  I  am  at  present  well ;  and  though  often 
in  darkness  and  obscurity,  the  fruit  of  repeated  acts  of 
disobedience,  yet  secret  hopes  are  sometimes  revived  that 
I  shall  see  better  days  j  I  stagger  and  reel,  but  am  yet  in 
some  degree  upheld. 

Dear  Joseph  Brown  is  often  inquiring  after  tbee.  He 
comes  hither  sometimes,  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  cultivate 
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a  frkniUiip  with  Bmcerity^  wbemer  it  appears:  he  is  at 
too  great  a  distance  ihr  me  to  see  him  often;  otherwise^ 
his  ingenuous  freedom^  his  nndeslgning  simplicify  and  love, 
would  induce  me  to  pay  him  fteqnent  vints.  An  acqnsint- 
ance  with  such  as  these,  when  fhey  stand  ftithfhl,  aie 
]^weifal  monitors  to  cell  us  to  our  duty,  and  a  closer  atten- 
tion to  that  within. 

Of  late  I  am  &voored  wi<h  the  acquaintance  of  a  Mend, 
who,  next  to  dear  T.  A.,  has  made  the  most  consideiahle 
progress  heavenward  of  any  that  I  know,  nay,  seems  to 
have  outstripped  him  j  the  most  unheai  d-ul  oppression,  by 
those  of  his  own  society,  has  buiicd  hmi  hitherto,  but  the 
Omnipotent  now  bids  him  arise,  and  hath  arisen  with  liim. 
To  give  thee  his  whole  hisLoi)  would  require  a  book.  He 
has  been  amongst  Friends  about  twelve  or  thirteen  years, 
in  the  ministry'  about  ten.  Refined  by  the  severest  trials 
and  hardships,  his  ministry  is  living,  powerful,  and  effica- 
cious ;  to  the  most  solid  piety  is  joined  an  extensive  know- 
ledge of  the  languages  and  the  mathematics,  the  product 
of  uncommon  industxy  and  application  j  his  appearance  is 
rustic,  but  weighty  and  solid. 

I.  F. 

SA£AH  AOUTH  TO  SAMUEL  FOTH£RQII«L.« 

Manchester,  Uth  Mo.,  Idth,  1737. 

Thy  Tery  acceptable  letter  was  a  joy  and  a  help 
to  me,  because  I  am  satisfied  it  flowed  as  a  fresh  spring, 
in  degree,  from  the  one  fountain  of  all  fulness  and  goodness, 
to  which  I  beg  we  may  ever  be  favoured  with  having  free 
access ;  and  I  am  encouraged  to  hope,  as  we  are  diligently 
coneemed  to  keep  near,  and  follow  on  after  that  which 

♦  Sarah  Roatb,  aflcivvurds  Sarah  Taylor,  was  an  eminent  and 
tleeply  exercised  minister.  She  died  at  Manchester,  8th  Mo., 
19ih,  1 7U1,  aged  74,  a  minister  64  years. 
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hath  visited,  and  cleansed,  and,  in  degree,  made  us  sensible 

of  drinlcinfj,  as  at  the  living  spring,  wc  shall  Icnow  it  to 
flow  in  a  luore  abundant  inanuti  iu  our  hearts,  to  the 
washing  away  every  liurlful  thing,  and  yet  comfort  and 
encourage  every  thing  that  is  good ;  for,  satisfied  I  am,  the 
Lord  will  strip  us  of  notliing  the  1;(  ipuig  whereof  vvonki 
be  of  any  real  advantage  to  us,  except  it  be  for  the  trial  of 
our  faith ;  and  then,  if  we  freely  resign  all,  the  will  will 
be  accepted  for  the  deed. 

Let  us,  therefore,  dear  cousin,  be  encouraged  to  follow 
steadily  on  though  through  the  deeps,  and  in  the  greatest 
denial  of  self,  and  most  cross  to  our  own  wills ;  yet  so  our 
wills  may  become  subject,  and  his  will  may  be  done  in  and 
by  us;  but  this  is  a  great  attainment,  and  hard  for  us  to  get 
to,  and  yet  I  beliere  it  is  attainable.  May  we,  therefore, 
press  after  it  more  and  more;  and  I  can  say,  my  heart  is 
at  times  made  glad  in  the  remembrance  of  thee,  and  I  find 
my  spirit  united  unto  thee,  in  true  lore,  at  this  time;  and 
in  that  I  dearly  salute  thee,  and  wuh  for  thee,  as  for  myself, 
that  no  storm  nor  cross  wind  may  ever  be  able  to  drive  us 
back,  but,  when  we  cannot  get  forward,  we  may  be  helped 
to  stand  still,  that  so  we  may  indeed  see  the  salvation  of 
the  Lord,  and  may  have  canse  to  acknowledge  him  to  be 
our  Saviour  and  our  Redeemer  indeed,  and  that  because 
he  lives  we  live  also,  that  we  may  know  him  in  us  and  we 
in  him,  our  life  being  bound  up  and  hid  with  Christ  iu 
God;  this  is  the  very  travail  of  thy  real  friend  aud  relation, 

Sakah  Routb. 


SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  iO  HIS  SISTER. 

Warrington,  12th  Mo.,  16th,  1737  —  8. 

We  lately  were  favoured  with  a  letter  from  dear 
iather,  dated  Philadelphia,  which  was  beyond  expression 
acceptable,  (however  to  me,)  as  being  filled  with  the  most 
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endearing  and  tender  expressions  of  an  affectionate  parent, 
whose  sonl  was  fiUed  and  wanned  with  divine  lore,  and  in 
that  longs,  I  may  even  say  wrestles,  with  the  God  of  heaven, 

for  a  blessing  upon  his  children,  and  in  ihe  most  moving 
and  pathetic  manner  labours  with  us,  his  offspring,  to  follow 
holiness,  and  tread  the  ways  of  God*s  commandments;  and 
in  the  rememhvance  of  this  his  tender  regard,  and  likewise 
some  sense  of  the  love  of  tlif  Ahiii'^lity  Father,  my  soul  is 
often  drawn  into  deep  reverence  bclore  him,  craving  ear- 
nestly for  us,  the  descendants  of  one  so  worthy  and  tndy 
honourable,  that  our  desires  may  be  above  all  thnigs  to 
follow  him,  even  as  he  follows  Christ;  and  tliat  as  we 
behold  an  eminently  supporting  hand  near  and  with  him, 
so  we,  by  an  humble,  careful  walking,  may  know,  according 
to  our  measures,  the  same  power  to  preserve  and  uphold 
us  in  well  doing,  and  a  steady  perseverance  to  the  end, 
which  my  sool  longs  may  be  our  chief  care,  since  it  must 
be  the  end  which  crowns  all,  and  the  Lord  alone  is  able 
to  presenre  to  it 

S.  F. 


ALICE  HOUTH  lO  SAMUEL  FO  JHERGILL. 

Uawes,  2d  Mo.,  24th,  1738. 

 Do  not  think  that  thou  art  either  forgotten 

of  God  or  of  thy  friends,  for  thou  art  near  to  my  life ;  O, 
that  we  may  so  steer  through  this  vale  of  tears,  that  when 
time  here  shall  be  over,  we  may  meet  in  that  mansion  of 
glory  that  is  prepared  for  the  righteous ;  for  many  are  tlieir 
exercises  and  bcsetmentsi  they  are  at  times  even  like  the 
lone  sparrow  upon  tiie  house  toj),  or  the  (juail  in  the  stubble 
field.  How  are  we  j)ursucd  by  tlie  enemy  of  our  suuls, 
so  that  I  have  been  ready  to  say,  —  How  can  T  go  any 
further?  and  have  said  with  David, —  Mv  wav  is  eneh)sed 
with  hewn  stones,  thai  I  caimot  get  out.   O,  let  us  trust  in 
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Him  who  nraUqtUed  the  widow's  oil  and  the  little  meal 
in  the  barrel.  Thb  hath  done  me  good,  when  I  have  rightly 
considered  it ;  for  it  was  a  time  of  favour  when  the  prophet 

came  to  her,  and  bade  lier  first  make  him  a  cake,  and  then 
ooe  lor  herself,  for  she  thought  of  eating  it  and  dying.  I 
would  not  have  thee  be  discouraged,  though  it  may  be 
a  low  time  with  thee';  that  little  will  keep  aUve,  until  the 
pure  rain  be  distilled  again. 

So  in  that  pure  love  that  I  feel  to  flow  to  thee,  I  bid  thee 
farewelL 

Alice  Koitth. 
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John  FotberoilLi  after  landing  in  Fhiladelphia,  in  the 
6Ui  month,  1780,  eontinued  difigently  engaged  in  religious 
flenrice  amongst  Friends  and  others  id  America. 

When  the  intelligence  reached  him  of  some  xeformalion 
in  his  son  Samuel,  and  that  the  change  he  so  earnestly 
desired,  and  for  which  he  had  often  prayed,  was  really- 
begun  in  him,  and  some  progress  made  towards  a  religious 
life,  it  filled  his  heart  with  gratitude  and  thankfulness  for 
this  his  criiij|^  son  ;  ytl  liupu  was  mingled  with  fear,  and 
he  rejoiced  with  trembling,  as  some  of  the  following  letters 
indicate. 

JOHN  FOTHERGILL  TO  . 

(No  date.) 

 As  to  son  Samuel)  I  have  been  almost 

unexpectedly  quiet  in  my  spirit  about  him;  knowiti<!:,  how- 
erer,  I  Lad  honestly  discharged  myself  to  the  utmost  ol  my 
understanding ;  yet  I  have  heard  from  several  of  an  appear- 
ance of  a  religious  mind  and  application  being  hopeful  to 
prevail  with  him  to  a  reformation,  to  the  comfort  of  those 
that  rightly  love  htm^  which,  to  be  sure,  is  as  much  desired 
by  me  as  is  necessary,  I  believe,  and  affords  some  comfort 
to  me;  hut  he  hath  manifested  so  much  instability  in  good 
intents^  and  I  do  believe  resolutions,  and  an  aptness  to  show, 
at  some  times,  which  hath  not  diher  been  in  reality,  or  he 
hath  not  brought  forth  fruit  agreeable  to  expectation,  which 
still  tndneeth  me  to  a  cauttonsness  in  rejoicing;  though 
I  belioTe  the  fan  and  the  axe  of  truth  are  well  able  to  cut 
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down  and  purge  away  both  sin  and  hurtful  propensities, 

and  make  sound ;  for  which  sure  experience,  I,  with  the 
earnestness  of  a  nearly  affectionate  father  to  my  own  flesh, 
anrl  intreaty  of  a  f^incere  friend,  do  tenderly  long  and 
advise  him  to  a  huuible  and  steady  waiting  for;  that  true 
judtmient  may  be  repeated  and  attended  to,  and  so  feel 
from  lime  to  lime,  which  will  bring  forth  fruits  of  steady 
humility  nnd  love  to  inwardness,  and  yet  I  hope  divine 
good  may  make  him  a  living  monument  of  mercy,  and  of 
a  right  reluming.  O  that  this  may  be  his  experience,  and 
gracious  iasoe,  to  Heaven's  glory  and  bis  salralioD.  Amen, 
Amen. 

I  amy  in  love  and  care  beyond  what  I  can  express,  poor 
son  Samuel,  tbj  nearly  well-wishing  father, 

J.  F. 


JOHN  FOTUERGILL  TO  HIS  SON  JOSEPH. 

Philadelphia,  9th  Mo.,  12,  1787. 
My  beloved  Son  Josbph, 

I  am  desirous  to  manifest  my  regardful  remem- 
brance of  thee  and  thy  dear  wife  by  a  few  lines  once  more, 
wherewith  reachelh  near  and  true  love,  and  strong  well- 
wishing  in  erery  respect,  which  is  very  much  in  my  heart 
for  you,  and  chiefly  that  in,  and  through,  and  above  all 
pursuits,  true  godliness  and  favour  with  the  all-seeing  and 
Almighty  pure  God  may  be  your  chiefest;  and  with  the  most 
watchful  diligence,  and  which,  as  you  honestly  and  patiently 
seek,  you  will  often  be  comforted  and  engaged  in  heart, 
in  finding  divine  regard  to  your  souls,  renewing,  reverent 
trust  in,  and  fear  before  liini,  wlio  knows  and  can  do  all 
things,  from  wliose  hand  every  good  gift  comes;  and  1  am 
oflen  much  satisfied  that  the  gracious  eye  of  this  mighty 
Bcinc?  hath  becu  and  is  towards  you  for  good,  and  to  make 
you  of  some  worth  and  senicc  in  that  place;  wherefore, 
neglect  not  to  seek  the  love  and  sense  of  divine  favour  in 


Digitized  by  Goosik 


iETAT.  21.] 


OF  SAMI  KL  FOTHfcKGILL. 


57 


your  own  hearts,  and  bearenlj  mercy  and  sanetifyiag  life 
irill  brighteiiy  feed,  and  teach  you  in  righteonsness.  My  love 
and  care  is  pure  and  strong  towards  you,  not  forgettmg  poor 
Samuel,  who  should  walk  as  a  brand  pinched  (jn  unutterable 
mercy)  out  of  the  fire  of  destraction,  which,  if  he  retain  the 
sense  of  in  heart  duly,  every  part  of  his  conduct  will  be 
adorned  with  fhdt  which  win  be  beantifol  in  the  eyes  of 
God  and  man,  and  be  a  living  monument  of  the  effects  of 
Divine  power  as  it  is  lurned  unto.  Oh  that  thus,  immortal 
help  and  gmciuus  goodness  laa}  prevail  with,  sanctify,  and 
bless  you,  my  truly-beloved  and  nearly  cared  for  children  ! 

9  Mo.,  14,  Dear  Joseph, — ^This  mominp;  thine  with  otliers 
is  come  to  haud,  the  contents  whereof  enUven  my  hope  in 
the  God  of  all  mercies,  on  your  account,  with  revivincr  com- 
fort to  my  careful  soul  for  your  best  good;  for  in  my  luuj^iiig 
for  you,  and  ihce  and  thine  in  particular,  I  liavc  had  a  sure 
evidence  of  Almighty  regard  and  desire  to  bless,  and  help 
you  to  serve  him  ;  but  am  also  assured  that  he  requires  that 
you  should  stand  in  awe  before  him,  and. seek  his  face  and 
the  feeling  of  his  power,  to  season,  govern,  and  redeem  the 
mind,  and  beautify  the  conduct ;  that  he  may  delight  to  work 
for  and  let  forth  his  love  and  fatherly  goodness  to  you.  Aod 
to  be  sure,  what  I  hear,  of  and  firom  Samuel,  is  as  comfortable 
as  can  be  expected  to  an  afTectionate  and  heretofore  deeply 
afflicted  father.  Yet  I  rejoice  not  without  awe  and  fear, 
though  with  lively  hope,  as  he  keeps  duly  mindful  of  his 
unworthiness,  and  under  watchful  fear  lest  any  thing  that  is 
Ibr  judgment  should  escape  $  and  to  be  duly  assured  of  God's 
own  putting  forth  from  time  to  time;  which  care  brings  to 
&  careful  derire  after  pure  stillness  in  waiting,  and  so  to 
hearenly  salvation,  and  clear  understanding  of  the  divine 
goings  forth  ;  and  I  hope  all-sufficient  help  will  be  with  you 
all ;  so  be  it.  Amen. 

J.  F. 
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JOHN  FOTHEROILL  TO  

Philadelphia,  1737. 

 let  my  heretofore  strongly-pressed  cauliun, 

which  1  do  uuL  y<jl,  get  clear  from  at  all  timeb,  douLUiig  ihe 
danger  of  its  being  not  enough  iniinlpd  —  which  is  to  be  aware 
of  that  devilish,  bewitching,  darkening,  ruinous,  cnLicing 
snare  of  often  sip})ing  and  dabbling  with  stront^  drink,  and 
the  company  thai  loves  and  nseth  it,  and  seldom  without 
unprofitable  conversation,  though  craftily,  from  that  twist- 
ing, serpentine,  adulterating  spirit  of  this  world,  frequently 
excused  and  pleaded  for,  under  artful  disguises,  to  deceive 
the  unwary.  Therefore  look  at  it  in  time,  as  an  enemy  to 
body  and  mind,  to  present  and  future  interest ;  or  eke  heaven 
will  asBoredly  turn  its  back  upon  thee,  and  the  earth  will 
become  as  iron,  and  the  bowels  of  thy  true  friends  will  be 
shut  np and  what  can  follow  then  ? 

J  lay  weight  upon  it,  as  I  am  snre  it  is  an  infernal,  and 
(as  much  as  Satan  can  make  it)  a  bidden  snare ;  yet  I  would 
strongly  hope  necessity  for  Ibis  may  not  be  much ;  but  my 
lore  and  true  care  is  a  just  excuse  for  me  herein.  May  the 
love  of  righteousness  and  best  ricbes  win  and  guide  thy  heart 
and  views,  and  the  God  of  all  goodness  will  be  thy  God  and 
sure  helper  to  blessedness  indeed. 

J.  F. 

This  visit  to  America  occupied  John  Fothergill  nearly 
two  years.  In  the  course  of  it  he  attended  several  of  the 
yearly  meetings,  and  says, — On  the  9tb  of  4th  Mo.,  1737, 
**  the  yearly  meeting  began  at  Portsmouth,  [Rhode  Island,] 
"  and  a  large  precious  meeting  it  was ;  I  returned  to  New- 
"  port,  where  the  yearly  meeting  continued,  and  held  four 
**  days,  the  assembly  being  large  and  ]>caccablc,  and  at 
"  tiioeij  comfortable  iu  the  arisings  of  the  mighty  power 
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and  love  ol  God,  who  had  the  glory  and  the  praise."  

"  On  the  21ih  the  yearly  meeting  began  at  Nantucket,  it 
*'  was  large,  and  continued  four  days,  to  true  satisfactioD, 

and  the  name  of  the  Lord  was  gioii&ed." 

JOHN  FOTHEKGILL  TO  tilS  SUN  JOHN. 

Philadelphia,  7th  Mo.,  1737. 

 As  to  myselfy  I  am  Bomewhat  miracu- 

"  lously  gupportedy  as  a  ereatnie,  and  am  in  good  health 
*^  piettj  generally.  The  yearly  meeting  at  this  place  ended 
**  last  night;  it  was  exceedingly  large,  and,  upon  the 

wholes  generaOy  aclmowledged  to  bare  been  veiy  edifying, 
**  strongly  good  and  helpful  dirers  ways,  and  reiy  mnch 
**  to  my  ease  and  bumbling  gladness  in  the  Lord  our  God, 
"  and  nerer-failing  helper;  and  Friends,  in  general,  are  in 
**  a  good  degree  of  harmony. 

My  heart  is  nearly  affected  with  the  best  of  love  towards 

thee  and  for  thee,  that  nothing  short  of  rain  from  the 
**  divine  presence  may  satisfy  thee,  for  this  is  what  only 
"  prepares  the  most  acceptable  sacrifice,  a  hrokm  and  con- 
"  trite  spirit,  wherein  is  tme  light  and  durable  joy.  Thus 
*'  farewell,  farewell,  baiLh  thy  ncaily  aliectiouate  father,  to 
*'  the  best  of  my  capacity,  in  every  respect,  which  1  hupu 

tbou  art  and  often  will  be  sensible  of. 

J.  F. 

Of  the  conclusion  of  his  labour  in  America  he  has  left 
the  following  account:  — "  I  had  a  blessed  meeting  with 
"  Friends,  at  Pilesgrove,  and  the  next  day  was  at  a  general 

meeting,  at  Haddonfield,  wherein  the  Lord  our  God 

graeionsly  owned  us,  and  blessed  our  meeting ;  giving  us 
"  to  part  one  from  another  in  a  living  sense  of  his  love  and 

power ;  and  his  glorious  name  Was  worshipped  and 
*^  praised.   I  came  the  day  foUowing  to  Philadelphia,  where 

I  stayed  untU  the  8th  of  the  10th  month,  and  had  divers 
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**  great  and  beavenl}-  meetings ;  and  after  a  very  open  and 
**  solidly  edifying  meeting,  I  took  leave  of  friends  there,  in 
much  true  love  and  nearness  in  spirit,  and  heavenly 
"  unity  in  the  Lord." 

Soon  after  this  he  took  passaj^e  for  Barbadoes,  aud  from 
that  island  he  wrote  to  one  of  his  sons,  as  follows:  — 

Barbadoes,  llih  Mo.,  27lh,  1738. 

 **  I  was  brought  hither  well,  in  32  days 

"  from  Philadelphia,  yet  do  not  find  myself  free  to  leave 
"  tiie  place,  yet  write  to  inform  thee,  that  I  am  thus  far  on 
**  my  way,  and  easy  in  the  hope  and  sense  of  the  Father's 

favour  Probably  no  other  [vessel]  will  sail  for  Eng- 

"  land  in  less  than  two  months,  which  is  somewhat  hard 

for  me  to  think  of,  both  in  respect  to  the  unpleasantness 
"  of  the  place,  from  the  extreme  heats,  tlie  small  number 

of  Friends,  and  the  general  remoteness  of  the  inhabitants 
"  from  religion  Though  I  am  easy  in  resignation  to 

all-wise  disposal,  and  full  of  thankfrdness,  under  the  bend- 

log  sense  of  gracious  and  strong  extendings  of  divine 
"  good-will  to  many  of  the  remote ;  and  of  fatherly  succour- 
"  ing  encouiagement  to  the  few  spiritually  minded  here. 

...... —  May  rain  from  heaven  bedew  thy  soul  and  under- 

standing,  and  cherish  and  leyire  the  Lord's  heritage 
"  ereiywhere*** 

J.  F. 

Barbadoes,  2d  Mo.,  12th,  1788. 

 In  the  long  absence  which  wisdom  hath 

**  seen  good  to  order,  I  am,  for  that  reason,  humbly  cheerful 
in  reverent  hope ;  and  for  the  present  we  must  submit  to 

''be  yet  longer  separated  tlian  I  expected  I  hope 

"never  to  forget  the  merciful  nearness  and  goodness  of 
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"Truth  to  me  here;  both  in  affording  the  renewed  sense 
**  of  heavenly  life,  and  in  preserving  my  health. — I  cannot 
**  well  add  nuirlij  nor  is  niueh  more  in  my  thoughts  at 
"  present;  but  I  may  say  that  though  this  is  a  ])our  irreli- 
"  gious  place^  yet  both  many  of  the  people,  and  the  few 
"  Friends  here,  are  very  loving  and  respectful ;  and  I  hope 
I  shall  leave  the  place  with  inward  ease  to  myself  and 
"  lepntation  to  truth.   From  thy  truly  loving  father. 

J.  F. 

Having  been  engaged  in  the  island  of  Barbadoes  for 
about  three  months,  he  embarked  in  a  vessel  bound  for 
Lancaster,  and  arrived  there  on  the  1st  of  the  4th  Mouth, 
1738.  He  thus  writes  respecting  the  voyage: — ^"  We  had 
"  a  passage  of  six  weeks  between  land  and  land,  but 
**  through  very  rough  hard  weather;  but  I  was  preserved 
"  quiet,  inwardly  easy,  and  steady  in  hope.  I  am  pretty 
**  well  in  health,  as  well  as  easy  and  sweet  in  spirit ; 
worship  and  praise  be  to  the  holy  author  of  all  good.'' 
From  Lancaster  he  proceeded  direct  to  his  own  habita- 
tion in  Netherdaley  Yorkshire,  where  he  was  joyfully  re- 
ceived by  his  faintly  and  friends,  with  humble  gratitude 
and  reverence  to  that  divine  power  which  had,  through  all, 
preserved  and  restored  him  to  his  native  land« 
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Having  largely  witnessed  in  himself  the  redcemiDg  power 
and  efficacy  of  divine  g^ace,  and  known  the  remission  of 
past  sins,  and  justification  by  faith,  through  oor  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  Samuel  Fotheroill,  very  early  after 
bis  own  remarkable  conversion,  felt  powerfully  called  upon 
to  communicate  to  others  the  gracious  dealings  of  the  T/ord 
with  bis  soul;  to  tell  them  of  bis  feelings^ of  what  be 
had  so  eminently  known  of  the  power  and  goodness  of 
God,  and  to  incite  Ibem  also,  to  stiire  after  a  participation 
in  the  sam  blessed  experience. 

Under  tbis  divine  and  powerful  impulse,  and  baving 
passed  tbrougb  a  preparation  for  tbe  worb,  be  came  forth 
in  tbe  ministiy  of  tbe  gospel,  ezercisbg  tbe  gift  be  bad 
therein  received,  in  humility  and  much  fear;  but  abiding 
stedfast  and  faithful,  tbis  gift  was  enlarged;  his  growth 
in  the  ministiy  was  rapid,  and  he  became  an  eminent  and 
favoured  servant 

The  precise  period  at  which  he  first  a]i]ieared  as  a 
minister  cannot  now  be  ascertained;  it  is  said  to  have 
been  on  the  same  day  thai  his  letter  to  the  monthly  meeting 
was  read  in  that  assembly.  There  are  some  circumstances 
which  render  it  probable  that  it  took  place  about  the  time 
that  he  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  being  near 
the  close  of  the  year  1736. 

The  present  practice  of  the  Society,  of  taking  into  distinct 
consideration  the  ministry  of  those  friends  who  feel  engaged 
so  to  appear  in  our  religious  meetingB,  was  not  introduced 
until  several  years  after  this  period,  and  there  is  not  any 
minute  of  Hardshaw  monthly  meeting  distinctly  recording 
him  as  a  minister.  The  first  time  that  his  name  occurs  in 
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the  records  of  tlial  raeeling,  is  in  the  fourth  month  of  1737, 
where  he  appears  as  a  representative  from  Penketh  prepa- 
rative meetings  (of  wbioU  Warrington  is  a  brancb,)  and  he 
was  at  the  same  time  appointed  to  attend  the  quarterly 
meeting  (for  sufierings)  at  Lancaster. 

The  first  occasion  upon  which  a  certificate  was  granted 
him  to  trayel  as  a  minister  was  in  the  first  month  of  1739. 
He  had,  however,  some  time  previously  to  this,  visited  a  few 
meetings  in  Cheshire,  along  with  his  relation,  Lawrence 
Callan,  of  Sanhey.  And  abont  the  same  time  Susanna 
Croudson  had  also  been  engaged,  with  certificate,  on  a 
religious  visit  to  Friends  of  Bristol  and  that  neighbourhood. 
The  following  letters  relate  to  these  engagements. 

SUSANNA  C&OUDSON  TO  SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL. 

Worcester,  6th  Mo.,  16,  1737. 

 I  have  felt  the  weight  of  the  burden  to  be 

very  heavy  upon  me,  and  none  to  help,  but  the  Great  Master 
in  his  own  time.  I  have  been  left  to  see  my  own  poverty 
and  wealmess,  and  have  often  looked  back  at  my  coming 
out;  yea,  I  have  often  desired  in  secret  to  know  whether  I 
should  go  forward  or  turn  back,  being  willing  to  do  any- 
thing, so  that  I  might  but  be  in  my  place,  however  foolish 
I  might  appear  in  the  sight  of  men. 

 Remember  me  when  it  is  well  with  thee,  for  I  have 

need  of  the  help  of  my  firiends. 

Susanna  Cboudson. 

SUSANNA  CB0UD80N  TO  SAMUEL  FOTHESOILL. 

Bristol,  6th  Mo.,  '27th,  1737. 

Thine  was  very  acceptable,  and  came  in  a  needful 
time,  when  I  was  very  low;  yet  I  have  got  a  little  faith  and 
strength  since  I  last  wrote  to  thee,  and  something  of  inward 
peace  of  mind,  and  a  sight  of  my  duty,  and  a  sweet  belief 
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tliat  I  am  in  my  placei  which  is  enough,  and  makes  my 
j  oumey  as  a  home  to  me.  I  heliere  thou  hadst  &ith  for  me, 
•when  I  had  none  for  myself;  but  I  believe  I  am  not  alone 
in  this,  for  many  in  this  day  bear  weights  and  burdens 
because  of  the  careless  and  lukewarm;  and  I  believe  it  is 
good  for  us  all  to  see  our  weakness  sometimes,  that  we  may 
know  that  we  hare  no  might  of  our  own,  and  may  be  willing 
to  seek  for  help,  that  we  do  not  grow  lukewarm. 

Susanna  Cboudson. 

susanna  croudson  to  samubl  fothergill. 

Warrmglou,  1738. 

Thou  art  often  in  my  thoughts,  yet  not  with  any 
heaviness,  though  I  was  much  so  when  I  parted  with  thee ; 
yet  as  soon  as  thou  wast  gone,  a  secret  satisfaction  was 
raised  in  my  mind  that  thou  wast  in  thy  place,  and  better 
than  if  thou  wast  at  home;  and  the  same  still  remains 
with  me,  which  pretty  much  makes  up  the  loss  of  thy 
company. 

Now,  my  dear  friend,  however  weak  thou  mayest  seem 
to  thyself,  or  whatever  troublesome,  discouraging  thoughts 
may  present  themselves  before  tliee,  do  thy  endea- 
vour to  look  ovor  tbem  all  to  thy  present  business,  for  I 

believe  thou  art  in  lliy  place,  and  am  in  hopes  thou  wilt 
get  to  llie  same  faith  ;  though  1  know  many  are  the  discou- 
ragemc  nts  that  fall  in  the  way  of  poor  travellers,  yet  1 
believe  thou  wilt  be  helped  through,  and  have  the  return 
of  peace.  I  speak  in  a  feeling  sense  of  the  renewed  good- 
ness near  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  and  helpless  that  have 
no  might  of  their  o^vn ;  my  heart  is  filled  with  sym])alhising 
encouragement  towards  thee,  more  than  I  can  write  at  this 
time. 

Susanna  C&oudson. 
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SAMUEL  FOTHEB6ILL  TO  SUSANNA  CROUDSON. 

Middlewicb,  1738. 

 Thy  letter  was  not  only  pleasing,  but  very 

encouraging  and  helpful,  and  came  in  a  needful  Ume^  for  the 
burden  of  the  work  seems  to  be  still  more  and  more  weighty, 
and  myself  poor  and  weak;  yet  as  I  am  carefully  concerned 
to  wait  for  the  renewings  of  help  and  strength,  I  sometimes 
experience  a  gladness  and  satisfaction  of  mind  that  I  am 
come  out,  and  hare  made  this  small  visit  thus  far,  and  I 
cannot  say  (notwithstanding  I  am  often  Teiy  low  and  heaTy)f 
that  I  have  occasion  to  reflect  on  my  leaving  home  in  the 
least  degree. 

Thoa  art  a  frequent  companion  of  my  thoughts,  yet  the 
nearest  enjoyment  of  each  other  is  to  be  known  in  the  life, 
in  the  drawings  of  our  souls  towards  God,  and  in  a  secret 

access  to  his  divine  presence.    Oh,  I  have  found  great  occa* 

sion  for  frequunt  inwardness  and  retired  breathing  earnestly 
after  llie  filler  of  the  liearts  of  bis  people :  my  heart  is  open 
towards  tliee  in  the  nearest  and  tendeicst  of  affections,  and 
therefore  lets  my  pen  run  thus.  Coubin  Law.  Callan  cauie 
yesterday,  aud  we  think  to  be  at  Nantwich  to-morrow. 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  SUSANNA  CROUDSON. 

Chester,  3rd  Mo.  2d,  1738. 

Through  mercy  I  am  well  as  to  my  health,  and  my 
mind  quiet  and  easy  in  a  confirmed  sense  that  I  am  in  the 
discharge  of  my  duty,  which  greatly  helps  and  encourages, 
in  hopes  that  he  who  has  made  me  willing  to  leave  home,  in 
obedience  to  his  call,  will  support  me  to  answer  his  requir- 
ings.  I  am  not  doubting  his  helping  hand,  knowing  that 
he  never  requires  anything  from  his  children  but  he  enables 
them  to  its  performance.   Peter  Leadbeater  went  with  me 

F 
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to  Wrezham  on  first  day,  when  we  had  a  saiisfactoiy  meet- 
ing: there  are  very  few  Friends,  but  prettj  many  that  are 
not  of  our  name — a  religioiUy  quiet  people. 

S.  F. 

From  this  correspondence  it  will  be  seen  that  Uie  iriendp 
ship  between  Samuel  Fotheroill  and  Susanna  CBouDsoif 
still  continued.  It  had  its  origin  in  the  sympathy  she  mani- 
festedy  and  the  care  with  which  she  watched  over  and 
encouraged  in  him  the  early  symptoms  of  his  repentance  and 
denres  after  a  religious  life;  their  mntual  friendship  grew 
with  the  growth  of  these  feelings  in  his  mind ;  it  was  matured 
into  a  near  and  tender  regard  for  each  other^  and  on  the  1st 
of  the  6th  month,  1738,  they  were  united  b^marriage. 

She  was  the  daughter  of  William  and  Iwft  Croudson,  of 
Warrington,  Friends  of  good  repute,  and  well  esteemed. 

The  union  thus  formed,  based  upon  the  surest  foundation, 
proved  a  happy  one.  They  lived  together  in  true  harmony 
and  religious  fellowship,  being  helpers  to  each  other  in  their 
various  reliirious  exercises  diid  cuga^cincnts ;  she  cheerfully 
setting  liim  at  liberty,  and  encouraging  liiiu  lu  the  many 
services  to  which  he  was  so  frequently  called. 

The  following  letters  may  be  suitably  introduced  in  this 
place. 

JOHN  I  OTIIERGILL  10  HIS  SON  SAMUEL. 

Netherdale,  8th  Mo.  Ist,  1738. 

 I  am  glad  to  hear  of  your  health,  and  also 

of  [your]  hope  to  live:  the  latter  1  doubt  not,  cither  with 
respect  to  liere  or  hereafter,  if  honest,  steady  regard,  in  due 
attention  for  best  succour  and  light,  be  but  kept  to  with 
patience  and  content  to  be  little;  if  but  renewed  in  life  and 
in  merciful  access,  and  in  due  remembrance  of  the  child*s 
state,  and  thy  station  is  but  such  comparatively ;  always 
keeping  a  care  distinctly  to  discern  between  what  would 
seek  something  to  self,  and  that  which  only  seeks  to  know 
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and  to  do  the  HeaveDly  Fathers  will  for  his  glory  only.  Oh, 
that  we  all  may  purely  mind  this  ! 

I  have  little  to  add  further,  but  am  earnest  and  tender  in 
true  longing  for  your  right  thriving  and  preservation  in  the 
way  of  wisdom  in  every  respect,  and  salute  you  both  in  a 
sense  of  best  lore :  your  truly  loving  and  carelul  Father, 

John  Fothergill. 

DOCTOR  FO  l'HERGILL  TO  HIS  S18TER. 

London,  8th  Mo.,  2(Hh,  1738. 

 A  few  days  ago  I  was  plunged  very  low ; 

a  view  of  my  present  situation,  and  tho  disagreeable  pros- 
pect of  my  future  circumstances,  were  so  heavy  that  I  knew 
not  how  to  bear  them;  however,  they  have,  by  degrees, 
abated,  and  now  I  am  not  sorry  it  was  so.  O  may  my 
dependence  be  increased,  may  every  scheme  be  destroyed, 
if  its  consequence  should  be  to  take  off  my  regard  ftom 
the  Sovereign  dispenser  of  all  good.  May  the  assistance 
afforded  be  deeply  impressed  on  our  minds,  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  produce  thankful  reverence  and  gratitude, 
only  to  be  ended  with  our  existence. 

I  was  last  night  at  a  large  meeting  which  is  held  here 
quarterly,  under  the  name  of  the  Young  Folks*  Evening 
Meeting.  I  was  pleased  to  see  a  very  numerous  appearance 
of  very  promising  young  Friends  of  both  sexes;  several 
testimonies  were  delivered  by  some  that  have  lately  appeared 
in  public :  lliey  seemed  to  be  influenced  with  love  and 
zeal  J  and  iL  aJIurdcd  satisfaction  to  me  when  I  considered 
that  it  was  possible  some  of  these  young  heroes  might  one 
day  stand  as  bulwarks  against  ihe  general  corruption  aud 
degeneracy  among  us,  in  the  places  of  their  deceased  worthy 
elders  and  fathers.  They  had  to  tell  us  that  better  days 
were  coming,  that  mercy  was  afresh  pxionded,  that  Zion 
yet  should  shine  more  brightly.  O,  thrice  happy  those  who 
live  so  near  the  centre  of  peace,  as  to  be  ready,  when  the 
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alazm  is  giren,  to  follow  wherever  the  standard  is  fixed. 
I  have  sent  thee  a  copy  or  two  of  Anthony  F^er*8  verseB, 
and  a  little  book  lately  ])ubli8hed  by  John  Fry;  *  the  poetry 
is  low,  but  the  maxims  deserve  regard. 

I  can  only  now  desire  this  for  thee  and  myself,  that  our 
dearfathei's  example  and  precepts  may  insiniiate  {hcmselves 
into  our  minds  so  far  as  to  influence  us  to  act,  to  speak, 
and  even  to  think,  as  it  becomes  persons  favoured  in  such 
an  extraordiuaiy  uiduner.  Dear  sister,  cease  not  to  strive, 
though  discouragements  may  too  much  prevail:  may  happi- 
ness attend  thee.  Farewell. 

I.  F. 

PETER  LEADBEATERf  TO  SAMLEL  FOTHERGILL. 

Chester,  llth  Mo.,  18th,  1738. 

I  may  say  thou  art  daily  and  almost  hourly  in  my 
renicinljranre  since  we  parted,  with  anient  desires  that  we 
may  be  preserved  faithful  in  answering  the  end  of  our 
vocation  whcreunto  we  are  called,  that  the  hope  thereof 
may  not  be  in  vaui ;  therefore,  let  us  daily  eye  Him  who 
hath  called  us  unto  holiness,  and  will  perfect  the  same  to 
his  praise  and  our  everlasting  comfort,  if  we  keep  under 
the  guidance  of  his  Holy  Spirit ;  which,  as  we  cooperate 
with  it»  will  complete  our  sanctification  throughout,  in 
body,  soul,  and  spirit.  My  soul  is  often  deeply  bowed 
under  a  sense  of  my  own  weakness  and  inability,  and  am 
ready  to  fear  lest  one  day  or  other  I  should  fall  by  the 

«  Of  Sutton  BeDger>  WUU. 

f  Peter  Leadbeater  was  a  minister,  and  well  esteemed  in  his 
day.  He  is  spoken  of  as  being — ^"serviceable  in  his  tender  and 
*'  seasonable  advice :  and  also  being  of  a  good  capacity,  and  clear 

understanding*  fadpful  in  the  management  of  the  discipline  of 
"  the  Church,  an  encourager  of  the  youth,  to  draw  them  into 
"  service  in  the  Society."  He  died  at  Chester,  on  the  13th  of  7th 
Month,  1751,  aged  68;  a  minister  about  43  yeafs. 
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band  of  my  soul's  enemy,  who  is  not  wanting  to  use  bis 

utmost  endeavours,  if  possible,  to  lay  waste  and  destroy,  by 
his  subtle  devices,  that  work  which  God  in  his  infinite 
mercy  halh  begun;  may  he  be  frustrated  in  every  attempt, 
is  what  I  earnestly  pray  for.  Oli !  dear  heart,  u  hcD  thou 
art  divinely  favoured,  let  me  not  be  wholly  mii  of  thy 
remembrance;  as  we  keep  near  the  Lord,  we  shall  be  noar 
and  dear  one  to  another  in  him,  and  be  as  epistles  written 
in  one  another's  hearts,  sympathising  in  one  another's 
adversity,  as  well  as  partaking  of  each  other*s  joy  in  pros- 
perity. I  was  often  truly  thankful,  since  the  last  meeting 
we  had,  that  my  head  was  borne  up  abore  the  waters  of 
affliction  which  were  ready  to  pass  over  the  same;  may 
the  same  arm  of  power  still  be  nndemeath^  to  support  unto 
the  end  through  whatever  I  may  yet  have  to  pass,  in  which 
I  will  put  my  confidence.  Lord,  let  me  never  be 
confounded.  Thy  truly  sorrowful  and  afflicted  brother  and 
companion, 

Peter  Leadbbatbb. 

DOCTOR  FOTHERGli.L  TO  SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL. 

London,  ISth  Mo.,  21st,  1738. 

I  had  an  entire  satisfaction  in  reading  thine, 
though  I  don't  overlook  a  ]iassa<:^e  in  this,  as  well  as  some 
others  of  thine,  whicli  insmuatcs  thai  I  expect  rhetorical 
flourishes,  and  brilliant  expressions,  but  it  is  not  so :  I 
love  sincerity  in  the  plainest  dress ;  I  dislike  atlectation  of 
any  kind,  when  I  see  it,  whether  in  myself  or  others;  and 
when,  in  writing  to  one  another  or  speaking,  we  join  words 
together  with  an  intention  of  concealing  our  real  sentiments^ 
or  to  give  an  idea  of  ourselves  which  we  are  not,  we  forsake 
the  plain  language  indeed ;  if  this  happens  to  have  been 
the  case  in  those  which  I  have  written,  J  acknowledge 
myself  guilty  of  using  a  mann^  of  speech  which  the  Spirit 
of  truth  has  declared  against,  and  for  the  future  will  attempt 
to  ibrsake  and  amend. 
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Thy  affectionate  concern  for  my  welfare  was  doubly 
grateftil;  I  wish  I  could  give  thee  the  like  satisfaction,  by 
returuiug  such  an  answer  as  I  know  \n  oukl  be  acceptable, 
but  alas  I  cannot;  noue  but  myself  kuows  what  I  feel. 

 I  sometimes  resolve  with  myself  to  abandon  all 

my  designs,  and  endeavour  to  live  to  none  but  my  Creator; 
and  presently,  my  condition  in  this  life  appears  in  my 
▼iewy  and  that  part  which  regards  only  the  present  too 
oflcn  prevails,  and  here  I  waste  and  decline;  I  see  it,  I 
feel  yet  I  almost  despair  of  erer  being  able  to  feBol?e 
on  amendment  Thou  knowest  these  bitter  scenes,  but 
hast  had  conrage  enough  to  giye  up,  and  become  nothing 
for  his  sake.  I  erery  day  see  the  happy  consequences  of 
such  a  conduct,  but  video  meUora  probogue  deieriora 
seguor.  Here  is  my  condiUon,  without  dbguise;  *tis  easy 
to  say  more,  but  thou  knowest  by  this  the  rest;  but  what 
can  be  said  to  a  person,  who  is  conscious  how  much  it 
would  be  his  interest,  his  eternal  interest,  how  much  it 
would  rejoice  the  heart  of  the  tenderest  of  fttthers,  to  see 
a  progress  made  in  the  internal  life,  how  much  it  would 
also  rejoice  liis  relaLiuns,  his  friends,  and  all  the  good  of 
his  acquaintance,  yet  is  cowardly  enough  lu  give  up  to  the 
tempter.  I  oflcn  reproacii  myself,  T  can  suffer  it  in  some 
measure  and  at  some  times  from  others,  lvii< wnig  how  much 
I  deserve  it.  I  am  not  solicitous  of  hiding  my  case  from 
those,  who,  knowing  the  weaknesses  of  human  nature,  can 
pity  the  failures  and  lament  the  unhappy  condition  of  the 
person. 

The  anxious  pressure  I  feel,  perhaps,  makes  my  expres- 
sions not  guarded;  I  write  to  a  brother  whose  assistance 
I  am  far  irom  rejecting ;  let  me  hear  from  thee  as  soon  as 
thou  hast  freedom. 

I.  R 

Soon  after  the  return  of  John  Fothergill  from  his  last 
visit  to  America,  he  went  to  the  Quarlerly  Meeting,  at  York, 
which  was  large,  and  attended  by  raauy  Friends  from 
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different  parts  of  the  nation.  His  company  was  very 
acceptable;  and  the  occasion  was,  in  a  peculiar  degree, 
iolcmn  and  instructive. 

Here  he  met  his  son  Samuel.  Tradition  has  handed 
down  (and  Iheare  is  no  other  record  of  it)  a  remarkable 
eueomiitance  connected  with  this,  their  first  interview,  since 
the  xetum  of  the  father  to  £ogland.  It  is  said  that,  fiom 
some  accidental  circumstance,  John  FothergiU  did  not 
arriTo  in  York  until  the  morning  of  the  day  of  the  meeting, 
and  that  it  was  late  when  be  entered  the  meeting-house: 
after  a  short  period  of  silence  he  stood  up,  and  appeared 
in  testimony;  but  after  he  had  proceeded  a  short  time, 
he  stopped,  and  informed  the  meeting  that  his  way  was 
closed;  that  what  he  had  before  him  was  taken  away, 
and  was,  he  believed,  giren  to  another.  He  resumed  his 
seat,  and  another  Friend  immediately  rose,  and  taking  up 
the  subject,  enlarged  upon  it  m  a  weighty  and  impressive 
tesliiuuny,  delivered  with  great  power.  It  is  addtJ,  that 
at  Uic  close  of  the  meeting  John  FothergiU  inquired  who 
the  Friend  was  that  had  been  so  remarkably  engaged 
aniuTi[,st  them,  and  was  informed  that  it  was  his  own  sou 
iSamuel ! 

Their  thus  meeting  together,  under  circumstances  so 
different  to  those  in  which  their  last  memorable  interview 
had  taken  place,  previous  to  John  FothergilPs  departure 
irom  England,  was  peculiarly  moving  and  affecting  to 
them  both.  The  son  then  in  a  state  of  rf  bellion  and 
alienation  from  good — now  become  changed  "  indeed,  and 
a  fellow-labourer  with  his  father  in  the  ministry  of  the 
gospel,  powerfully  advocating  and  enforcing  those  great 
and  solemn  truths  he  had  formerly  neglected  and  trodden 
down,  and  engaged  earnestly  to  beseech  others  to  become  . 
as  he  had  been,  reconciled  unto  God. 

The  good  old  man  received  his  son  as  one  restored  from 
the  spiritually  dead,  and  wept  and  rejoiced  over  him  with 
no  common  joy.* 

*  Several  different  versions  of  this  meeting  between  John 
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Some  time  after  this  Interview,  John  Fothergill  was  again 
at  York,  and  proceecled  on  a  religious  vhAt  to  FHends  in 
Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Essex,  and  the  city  of  London.  Here 

he  remained  several  weeks,  visiting  the  various  meetings 
ill  ami  about  the  city,  nrnch  to  the  help  and  encouragemcn. 
of  uiaDV,  and  faithkilly  discharging  his  own  duty.  On  his 
return  home  he  had  several  large  meetings,  which,  though 
attended  with  deep  labour,  were  to  ^cuu  advantage,  and 
accompanied  with  holy  help,  as  he  hiunljly  acknowledged. 

Early  in  the  year  1739,  his  son  Sanuiel  communicated 
to  the  Monthly  Meeting — "  his  intention  of  visiting  Friends 
"  in  Wales,  Bristol,  and  some  other  parts,  and  requesting 

our  certificate,  to  signify  our  unity  therewith ;  the  same 
"  is  now  granted  him,  signed  by  several  Friends."  In 
returning  from  this  service,  he  paid  a  visit  to  his  brother 
in  London. 

Soon  afterwards,  Susanna  Fotbergill  and  Sarah  fiouth^ 
(afterwards  Sarah  Taylor,)  of  Manchester,  paid  a  visit  to 

FHends  in  Westmorelandy  Cumberland,  and  some  parts 
«  of  Yorkshire.** 

Several  of  the  following  letters  relate  to  these  engagements. 

P£T£H  L£ADB£AT£R  TO  SAMUEL  F0TH£R01LL. 

Chester,  1739. 

I  am  tnily  glad,  in  humble  thankfulness  to  the  God 
and  Father  of  all  our  mercies,  to  hear  of  thy  health  and 
wdifare  every  way,  which  I  pray  may  he  continued,  not  only 
through  this  journey,  but  during  the  whole  of  thy  pilgrimage 
through  this  world:  strong  are  my  desires  that  the  Lord 
Almighty  may  go  along  with  thee,  and  make  thy  journey 
prosperous  and  satisfactory  to  thyself,  and  serviceable  to  his 
church  and  people  where  thy  lot  may  be  cast 

Fotheigill  and  bis  son  aie  extant*  and  I  have  thought  it  best  not 
to  omit  it.  The  account  here  given  I  believe  to  be  the  most  eor* 
iwt. —  G.  C. 
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Oh  dear  heart !  eje  the  great  and  good  guide,  and  neither 
run  too  hastily,  nor  yet  stay  behind,  but  inind  the  pointing 
ioiili  of  the  divine  hand,  iind  as  lliuu  Ibllovvs  its  direction, 
thoii  u  ilt  yet  feel  the  sweet  incomes  of  divine  peace,  and  the 
love  of  God,  to  fill  thy  soul  more  and  more,  to  the  making  of 
ihy  cup  to  overflow,  in  wliich  praist  s  and  tiianksgiving  will 
be  returned  to  God,  the  fatlier,  the  author,  and  fountain  of 
all  goodness,  for  ever. 

T  am,  and  always  was,  fully  satisfied  that  the  Great  Master, 
who  calleth  and  sendeth  forth  his  servants  into  his  work  and 
service^  will  ne?er  leave  those  who  truly  depend  on  him,  and 
have  no  dependancc  upon  tlieniselTes ;  though  they  may  have 
often  to  go  down  into  the  deeps  on  account  of  the  true  seed, 
which  lies  veiy  low  in  many  places,  and  is  oppressed,  as  a 
cart  with  sheaves,  yet  God,  in  his  own  time,  will  raise  it  into 
dominion,  and  they  who  suffer  with  it  shall  reign  with  it  in 
gloiy.  Be  not  discouraged,  tbou§^  thou  nay  meet  wUh  a 
variety  of  spirits  to  encounter;  he  that  was  with  his  stripling 
David,  will  be  with  thee,  and  direct  the  stone  to  the  mark: 
be  vaHant  for  his  name  and  truth,  in  a  iaithfol  testimony,  . 
bearing  it  against  all  false  liberty,  which  has  crept  in 
amongst  the  professors  of  truth  up  and  down  in  this 
nation. 

As  thou  discharges  thy  duty  faithfully  in  God*8  sight,  as 
made  known  unto  thee,  I  doubt  not  but  thou  wilt  return  in 
great  peace,  and  we  shall  agam  liave  to  drink  of  the  pure 
water  of  life,  clear  as  crystal,  which  proceedeth  from  under 
tlie  tlirone  of  God  and  the  Lamb.  Oh  may  our  souls  often 
tijHsl  after  it,  and  never  be  satisfied  witli  any  thing  short  of 
it !  If  it  were  not  for  God*s  mercy  in  o]K'ning  the  fresh 
spnngs  Uiereof  at  times,  surely  we  liad  fainted  long  ago  ; 
but  it  is  matter  of  encouragement  to  find  that  God  has  not 
forgotten  to  be  gracious  and  merciful,  at  times  beyond  what 
we  are  capable  of  expressing  in  words,  or  are  in  the  least 
worthy  of;  but  in  inexpressible  mercy  and  goodness  he 
taketh  delight  in  nursing  up  bis  babes  and  children,  as  a 
tender  father:  may  we  always  learn  true  obedience  to  his 
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divine  will  in  oil  things,  in  doing  wbich  we  shall  he  hii  dis- 
ciples indeed. 

Love,  bomidless  love,  from  Him  who  is  love  altogether: 

in  this  I  salute  thee,  and  am  thy  sincere  friend  and  brother, 

Fbteb  Lbadbeatbb. 

SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  HIS  WIFE. 

Gamartben,  1  Mo.,  2ath,  1739. 

I  am,  through  continaed  mercy,  very  well  in  health, 

and  in  a  good  degree  helped  inwardly  by  the  renewings  of 
divine  health  and  regard,  which  encourages  to  renewed  wait- 
ing upon  tlic  divine  opener.  Here  arc  buL  few  Friends,  but 
these  are  generally  a  living,  tender  people,  and  such  as  are 
waiting  for  divine  consolalion.  I  have  had  several  heavenly 
opportunities  amongst  them ;  that  has  given  me  great  reason 
to  believe  I  am  in  my  place,  notwithstanding  deep  and 
plunging  seasons  fall  to  our  lot.  We  have  a  perfect  harmony 
between  us,  and  that  is  one  great  help. 

 believing  myself  in  the  way  of  my  duty  makes  me 

more  easy  that  the  Everlasting  Preserver  will  remember  us 
in  merciful  regard,  and  will  give  us  a|;ain  to  be  sensible  of 
his  divine  favour  together. 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTflERGILL  TO  HIS  WIFE. 

Bristol,  2nd  Mo.,  20th,  1739. 

............  1  have  now  been  nearly  two  weeks  by  myself,  in 

respect  of  the  company  of  Gharrett  van  Hassen ;  but  have 
at  times  been  favoured  with  the  divuie  company  of  our  Great 
Higb  Priest  and  Minister.  Meetings  in  thb  county  (Glou- 
cestershire) are  small,  and  mostly  hard  in  the  general,  though 
there  be  a  few  really  living  in  the  particular.  I  many  times 
have  to  go  very  low  in  them,  and  discouragement  is  ready 
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to  creep  in,  and  sometunes  ready  to  send  me  home  again  ; 
but  now  and  then  goodness  breaks  forth,  as  the  sun  in  its 

brightness,  and  dispels  all  these  dark  fogs  remLjnber 

me;  but  wc  never  shall  or  cau  forget  oue  another,  as  we 
keep  iu  mind  where  it  was  we  contracted  a  near  oneness  and 
acquaintance  one  with  another;  thy  remembrance  is  near 
and  dear  to  my  soul — next  to  the  spouse^  the  lamb's  wife, 
nothing  stands  in  competition  with  thee. 

S.  F. 

DOCTOR  FOTHEROILL  TO  SUSANNA  FOTHERGILL. 

Londou,  3rd  Mo.,  24lli,  1739. 

Perhaps  this  may  come  to  thy  hands  sooner  than 
brother  gets  home ;  if  so,  it  may  not  be  unpleasant  to  hear 
that  we  parted  at  Oxford  on  third  day  last. 

I  hare  been  much  pleased  with  his  conduct,  as  well  as  his 
company,  since  he  came  to  town ;  thou  may  be  sure  that  mj 
affection  for  him  led  me  to  observe  him  catefollyv  and  I  can 
only  say,  upon  the  whole,  that  I,  as  well  as  us  all,  have 
fiedi  occasion  to  he  thankihl  that  Fh>ndence  has  placed 
you  together.  I  take  notice,  with  pleasure^  of  an  increase 
in  solidity  and  pradent  behaviour,  nnce  I  last  saw  him  at 
Wanington;  and  I  doubt  not  but  his  affection  will  engage 
him  to  regard  whatever  thou  ahalt  think  he  ought  to  do ;  for 
I  cannot  but  believe  that  his  quick  and  steady  progress  has 
been,  and  yet  will  be,  greatly  promoted  by  thy  watchful, 
affectionate  eonccrn  for  him.  Gratiludr,  dear  sister,  calls 
for  affecti  uj  in  ruUun,  for  restoring  us  a  biullicr,  and  in  part 
making  lum  what  he  is.  The  sensible  part  of  Friends  here 
have  unity  with  him  ;  the  rest,  wlu>  apjilaiid  or  condemn,  as 
mere  fancy  leads  them,  are  not  be  hearkened  to. 

1.  F. 
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SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  HIS  WIPE. 

WarriagtoD^  dtb  Mo.«  18lb,  1739. 

Thy  very  acceptable  letter  is  come  to  hand.  I  can 
sympathize  nearly  with  thee  and  thy  companion  in  this 
engagement  and  labour,  having  been  bowed  in  spirit  for 
you,  in  a  sense  of  the  exercise  you  are  attended  with ;  but 
oh !  let  it  not  sink  you  too  low^  that  many  are  upon  beds  of 
ease  in  a  profession,  and  the  work  goes  on  heavily :  strong 
is  He  who  is  on  your  side^  and  abundantly  gracious  to  his 
poor  travelling  seed  and  children,  whose  hearts  are  made 
sad,  and  not  upon  their  own  account,  but  because  the  love 
of  others  is  dtclincd,  and  few  spirits  unite  and  join,  as 
shoulder  to  shoulder,  to  carry  on  the  worli ;  but  it  is  heavier 
upon  a  little  remnant.  But  the  Levitcs  must  enter  Jordan, 
in  this  gospel  day,  before  the  rest  of  the  pcojde,  and  must 
abide  th  rr  until  the  rest  be  got  over;  therefore  think  it  not 
a  light  ih'wj;  to  he  bearing  the  ark  of  the  covenant  before  the 
people  i  but  be  humbly  concerned  to  go  forward  in  faithful- 
ness, and  the  Lord,  who  said  in  the  beginning,  "  Let  there 
be  light,  and  there  was  light,'*  will  separate  and  disperse  the 
clouds,  and  cause  light  to  shine,  and  in  the  fulness  thereof, 
thou  wilt  know  a  walking  with  great  peace  and  joy  before 
thou  return. 

Nothing,  my  dearest,  would  be  more  satisfactory  to  me 
than  to  enjoy  thy  company,  nevertheless  I  would  not  stint 
thee  in  respect  of  time — take  thy  own  time,  and  fully  make 
thyself  easy  before  thou  retum,  that  the  answer  of  peace 
may  attend  thee. 

S.  F. 

JOHN  FOTHERGILL  TO  lilS  SON  SAMUEL. 

Leeds,  7th  Mo.,  8th,  1739. 

Dear  Samuel, 

 Be  assured,  I  think  both  carefnilv  and 

alfeclionately  oflen  of  thco  aud  thine;  ytt  1  more  praihc 
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that  gracious  power,  wliich  hath  shown  such  mercy  to  us 
iu  raibiug  thee  as  from  death,  and  is  mticifully  pleased  to 
regard  thee  amongst  his  childreu,  for  ihy  own  saivatioii, 
and,  I  liope,  others'  good,  lhan  too  uuicli  rejoice  in  erea- 
turely  esteem,  though  1  am  reverently  glad  of  thee,  and 
have  some  comfortable  hope  that  the  Everlasting  Father 
will  help  thee  to  remember  his  mercy  to  thee,  so  wisely, 
and  with  steady  fear  and  care,  that  he  may  be  pleased  to 
continue  his  regard  to,  and  help  thee,  in  his  fatherly  good- 
ness and  living  law,  to  live,  every  way,  to  his  praise, 
and  then  it  will  be  in  a  renewed  sense  of  self-nothingness, 
and  that  He  most  do  all  that  is  truly  well  done^  both  in,  by, 
and  for  us,  and  must  have  all  the  glory;  so  be  it,  saith  my 
spirit,  for  ever  and  ever. 

My  salutation  is  truly  affectionate  and  loving  to  you  all,  my 
dear  and  loving  sons  and  daughters,  hoping  as  well  as  desir- 
ing all  your  health  and  comfort 

Jno.  Fothbroill. 

DOCTOK  FOTUERGILL  TO  UIS  BROTHER  SAMUEL. 

London,  7th  Mo.,  15th,  1789. 

I  received  thy  acceptable  letter  along  with  dear 
father's,  both  wliich  came  very  seasonably —  I  was  wanting  to 
hear  from  you  both.  I  wonder  not  at  the  tenderness  thou 
expresses  in  thine;  whilst  ho  was  here,  my  heart  was  filled 
with  thankfulness,  not  only  for  such  a  parent,  but  also  that 
I  could  see  some  marks  of  that  treasure  of  goodness,  which 
it  has  pleased  divine  love  to  place  and  treasure  up  in  his 
soul.  The  wisdom  of  his  conduct,  his  uprightness  and 
humility,  often  affect  me,  and  make  me  wish,  "O^  H  ui  aUer 
ad  fjfo/**  Well,  let  us  incite  each  other  to  a  more  close 
regard  to  that  power  which  can  make  us  in  some  degree  like 
him ;  we  shall  then  perform  the  duty  we  owe  to  each  other ; 
and  may  divine  goodness  make  us  instrumental  to  each 
other's  advancement  in  the  way  to  perfection,  by  often  in- 
clining our  hearts  to  stir  up  the  pure  mind  in  each  other. 
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Tliou  art  nearer  tlie  bright  day  than  1  am— thou  can  act 
more  ri\i;ularly,  as  liaving  more  liglit.  T  wish  to  possess  my 
soul  ill  palieocey  and  follow  after  the  footsteps  of  the  holy 
flock. 

I.  F. 


Early  in  the  year  1740,  Samoel  FothergUl  was  engaged 
with  certificate  in  a  religious  visit,  in  the  north  of  Yorkshire 
and  Dnrham.  Whflst  on  this  journey,  he  met,  at  Lancaster, 
with  James  Gongfa,  of  Ireland,  in  whose  jouinal  the  circum- 
stanco  is  thus  mentioDed — ''Here  I  met  with  Samuet 
**  Futhej  gill,  then  young  in  the  ministry,  but  even  then 
"  appearing  with  that  solemnity,  brightness,  ami  gospel 
"  authority,  as  gave  Friends  lively  hopes  of  his  proving,  as 
•*  he  did,  through  the  successive  stages  of  his  life,  a  bright 
"and  shinmg  light;  a  vessel  of  honour  indeed;  of  eminent 
**  service  in  the  church  of  Christ.  The  ])ul»lic  service  of  the 
"  quarterly  meeting  fell  to  the  share  of  us  w  ho  were  young, 
"though  many  weighty,  cxjuTieuced ministers  were  present; 

and,  our  good  Master  being  mth  us,  it  proved  a  refreshing, 
"  8aiis£actoxy,  and  edifying  meeting." 


SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  HIS  WIFE. 

James  Wilson  s,  near  Sedbergh,  3d  Mo.,  Slst,  1740. 

 Well,  dearest,  let  us  be  easy  in  separation, 

and  truly  giren  up  to  the  disposal  of  the  great  Master;  and 
I  hope  he  will  bring  me  home  in  peace^  when  this  parting 
must  give  way  to,  I  hope,  a  joyful  meeting. 

Things  here  afford  a  melancholy  prospect,  in  respect  to 
that  life  and  greenness  I  expected  to  have  fonnd,  though  I 
am  favoured  with  a  very  agreeable  companion  this  week, 
bnt  I  fear  I  cannot  have  his  compsny  forward.  It  is  Amos 
Robinson,  fother^s  late  companion  to  London.  We  have 
had  meetings  appointed  for  every  day,  except  7th  day.  I 
hope,  after  first  day,  to  paa>s  away  pretty  quickly  towards 
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Durham,  but  cannot  as  yet  see  when  I  may  set  my  face 
towards  liome.  Oh !  that  1  may  be  enabled,  thouf^b  in 
much  weakness,  to  get  onwards,  so  as  to  discharge  my  duty ; 
that  low  times  of  much  want  may  uot  be  renewed  oftencr 
than  times  of  strength.  But  these  meetings  are  snfTering, 
bowing  times.  A  strange  dcadness  prevails.  On  lirst  day 
last,  had  a  pretty  good  hclpiul  opportunity  at  a  general 
meeting;  but  it  is  soon  lost  by  the  succession  of  liard,  drv 
seasons.  Thus  have  I  abruptly  hinted  at  my  case  one 
way.  Yet  I  trust  in  the  great  Helper  and  Deliverer  of  his 
people  from  under  oppres8ioDS»  As  to  my  body^  it  is  tfaroagh 
mercy  very  well. 

S.  F. 

SAMLEL  FOTllEUGILL  TO  HIS  WIFE. 

Garr-End,  Brd  Mo^  25th,  1740. 

I  am  ilirough  mercy  very  well  in  health,  .md  i>ielty 
easy  and  quiet  in  ranul,  m  a  good  degree  of  a  sense  of  being 
in  my  place  in  this  jouniey  thus  far.  I  heartily  wish  I  may 
so  watch  as  to  experience  rcncwedly  the  manifestations  of 
the  divine  will  in  respect  to  my  dnty,  and  suitable  help  to 
the  peribrmance  thereof  in  an  agreeable  manner,  to  the 
honour  of  the  Great  Master,  the  edification  of  the  churchy 
and  the  peace  of  my  own  soul. 

Well,  my  dearest,  remember  me  when  it  is  well  with  thee, 
for  I  find  a  proepect  of  hard,  dull,  heavy  work ;  the  seed  is 
oppressed  in  many,  and  the  well  of  life  is  oppressed  with 
mbhish ;  though  here  and  there  axe  fellow-labourers,  joined 
in  heart  and  sonl  for  the  adrancement  of  the  glorious  name ; 
a  remnant  of  such  I  met  with  yesterday,  which  helped  me 
ont  of  a  yery  low  place — a  place  of  great  want — and  in 
some  good  degree  renewed  my  strength. 

My  love  flows  strongly  towards  thee  ^  that  love  that 
absence  doth  not  diminish,  nor  separation  lessen............. 
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SAMUEL  FOTHBRGILL  TO  HIS  WIFE. 

Malton,  4tli  Mo.,  30,  1740. 

After  a  fatiguing  week,  I  now  llnd  a  little  opporLiiiiity 
to  write  to  thee.  1  have  had  meetings  at  Newcastle,  Sliiclds, 
Sunderland,  SholtoTi,  Stocl^ton,  Yariim,  Yatton  (Ayton), 
whence  over  the  moors  lo  Whitby,  wlierc,  on  first  day,  had 
two  large  and  poworfnl  nieelings  among  that  high  exalted 
people;  but  renowned  be  the  name  of  the  ever  excellent 
Being,  his  eternal  power  was  over  all,  to  the  breaking  some 
rocky,  adamantine  hearts,  and  to  the  comfortinir  of  the  true 
travellers.  Next  day  I  was  at  Castlcton,  which  is  Luke 
CocVs  meeting.  I  spent  an  hour  with  that  emblem  of 
innocence,  and  in  the  afternoon  rode  ten  miles,  to  the  hoase 
where  the  ark  resteth,  e.,  John  Richardson^s,  who  went 
with  me  next  day  to  Pickering,  and  I  went  back  with  him 
to  his  home.  On  the  following  day  was  at  Kirby  meeting, 
which  is  the  meeting  to  which  that  man  of  God  belongs. 
It  was  a  veiy  heavenly  season.  Oh!  let  it  be  for  ever 
remembered  by  all  that  partook  of  the  benefit  of  it  The 
good  man  said  they  had  always  good  meetings,  but  this  was 
a  very  extraordinary  one.  The  life  of  tmth  arose  wonder- 
fully, and  that  Father  in  Israel^  John  Richardson,  took  me 
home,  where  we  sat  up  until  almost  daylight  We  then 
repured  to  our  respective  lodgings ;  but  soon  after  five  in 
the  rooming  he  came  and  sat  by  my  bedside,  and,  though 
weak  and  very  poorly,  would  accompany  me  ten  miles  to  this 
place,  and  h;L\  o  licrc  parted  in  mutual  tenderness. 

My  soul  admuLS  the  goodness  ol  Ci od.  His  words  are 
faithful,  just,  and  true,  helping  through  depressing  and  trying 
times  in  many  places;  but  the  best  are  reserved,  to  recover 
my  drooping,  wounded  sou) ;  blessing  and  honour  be  to  him 
who  lives  and  reigus  for  ever  and  ever. 

S.  F. 
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In  tins  year  (1740),  John  Fothergill,  though  under  miich 
bodily  weakness,  attended  the  yearly  meeting  in  Ijuudou, 
wherein,  at  the  desire  of  his  brethren,  he  gave  a  concise  but 
instructive  account  of  his  late  visit  to  America,  the  state  of 

« 

Friends,  the  increase  of  the  Society  in  some  places,  and  its 
declining  state  in  others,  with  the  causes  which  had  most 
obviously  contributed  to  produce  this.  He  obsenxd,  that 
as  the  elders  of  the  people  were  preserved  in  freshness  and 
zeal,  under  a  diligent  care  for  the  growth  of  spiritual  religion, 
truth  increased,  good  order  was  preserved,  the  discipline 
kept  up,  and  the  youth,  in  many  places,  tender  and  hopeful. 
On  the  contrary,  where  those  who  were  of  the  first  rank, 
both  in  respect  to  age  and  situation  in  life,  declined  in  their 
religious  care;  where  the  Spirit  of  this  world  suppressed  the 
tender  desires  after  riches  of  a  durable  nature;  there,  weak- 
ness, disorder,  and  unfaithfulness  were  too  obvious,  and  a 
daily  decay  of  res!  piety,  as  well  as  of  numbers,  prevailed, 
to  the  grief  of  the  honest-hearted,  and  the  loss  of  those  who 
unhappily  suffeied  this  corrupting  spirit  to  take  place.  He 
pointed  ont,  in  a  clear  manner,  some  parts  where  these  effects 
appeared,  and  the  deep  sorrow  which  attended  him  when 
amongst  those  whose  conduct  occasioned  these  conse- 
quences. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1741,  he  visited  Friends  in 

several  of  the  northern  counties.  The  following  letters  were 
written  about  the  lime  of  these  engagements. 


JOHN  FOTHERGILL  TO  HIS  SON  JOHN. 

9th  Mo.,  27lh,  1740. 

I  have  been,  and  am,  through  merciful  favour,  pre- 
served in  usual  health,  and  attended  with  best  peace  and 
comfort  in  our  heavenly  Father's  goodness,  though  in  the 
manifest  appearance  (as  I  have  often  loolccd  at  it  many 
months)  of  a  severe,  threatening  time  of  distress,  in  divers 
cases,  to  this  nation ;  and  if  we  be  not  quickened  and  excited 
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hereby  to  diligence,  in  seeking  to  lay  bold  of  eternal  treasorei 
the  lore  and  favour  of  the  blessed,  infinite  Rook  and  Foan* 
tain  of  all  good,  we  shall  be  more  inezensable  than  otbere  of 
mankind,  who  know  not  so  well  and  clearly  where  and  how 

to  seek  happiness  and  refuge  indeed ;  which  I  oflen  inwardly 
long  and  breathe  in  spirit  we  may  lay  suitably  to  heart  But 
after  this  little  hint  of  what  is  much  with  me,  I  shall  take 
notice  of  some  of  thy  remarks  on  thy  late  journey  (into  Hol- 
land and  Germany),  and  first  tell  thee,  thy  account  of  those 
people  called  Mennonists,  and  Moravians  (as  I  suppose 
they  call  themselrcs),  exactly  agrees  with  my  secret  and  set- 
tled idea  of  them ;  for  I  believe  both,  and  the  latter  espe- 
cially, have  had,  in  some  measure,  their  eyes  opened,  but 
they  set  man  to  work,  to  form  and  imitate  relij^ion,  and  to 
build,  without  digging  properly  to  tind  the  Rock ;  yet  many, 
from  their  pious  intentions,  make  a  shew  for  a  time,  and 
some  good  may  turn  out  of  it:  but  it  is  a  matter  to  be 
lamented  (as  I  have  very  often  thought)  that  there  should 
be,  as  it  were,  an  universal  and  continued  propensity  pre* 
vailing,  amongst  the  Germans  especially,  to  run  away  with 
speculation,  and  thereby  so  many  valuable  springings  and 
glimpses  of  the  heavenly  day  should  have  yet  brought  forth 
or  produced  no  more  durable  finite,  in  experiencing  salvation 
in  reality.  But  it  ever  will  be  true,  no  following  Christ 
acceptably,  without  submitting  to  the  cross,  which  hath 
always  seemed  to  me  to  be  the  place  at  which  that  conntiy- 
people  in  particular,  as  almost  all  nations  in  general,  have 
miscanied.  May  the  plough  of  God  take  more  efiectual 
hold  amongst  them,  is  my  heart's  desire.  And  may  this 
consideration  strengthen  thee  in  fearing,  and  even  loathing, 
a  sort  of  living  and  delighting,  or  being  at  ease,  in  barren 
speculation,  even  upon  best  things  or  principles ;  but  be  still 
more  and  more  animated  to  seek  daily  bread  from  the  ever- 
lasting Father's  own  hand,  who  will  hear  and  answer  in  due 
time  the  sincere  and  paUent,  tlu)ugli  hidden  cries  for  it;  and 
thereby  such  will  grow  in  the  living  Root,  and  bear  fruit  in 
due  season,  to  the  Fathers  praise  and  iionour. 
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 But  above  all,  my  longing  is  for  thy  spiritual 

access  and  enlargement  in  the  heavenly  pastures,  under  the 
leading  and  putting  forlh  of  the  one  heavenly  Shepherd, 
which  I  still  hope,  as  well  as  oilen  humbly  breathe  for,  on 
thy  account,  being  well  satisfied  of  thy  sincere  desires, 
which,  if  properly  retained  and  carefully  cherished  on  thy 
part,  I  cannot  but  comfortably  hope^  heavenly  Help  will 
mercifnlly  regard :  bo  be  it  Amen. 

J.  F. 


JOHN  FOTHEROILL  TO 


9th  Mo^  6th,  1741. 


  I  cannot  lose  hope,  nor  almost  full  expec- 
tation, but  that  the  divine  power,  which  cm  do  ;dl  tilings, 
will  one  lime  or  other  nicrcifidly  help  thee,  if  thou  labour  in 
watchfulness  and  patience,  to  look  to  him  lor  salvation,  in 
true  diligence,  sincere  resignation,  and  holy,  humble  trust; 
and  that  he  will  reline,  through  various  manners  of  dealing, 
and  distressing  dispensations,  his  beloved  sous,  whom  he 
would  make  chosen  vessels  in  bis  house ;  and  with  such  an 
eye  I  believe  he  hath  looked  upon  the^  somewhat  like  as 
upon  Jacob,  when  a  stone  was  his  pillow ;  yet  the  Lord  of 
all  power  and  majesty  was  in  that  place,  though  Jacob  knew 
it  not.  And  so  have  some  others  been  made  witnesses  that 
he  in  mercy  and  gracious  goodness  was  eren  working  in  and 
near  us,  when  sometimes  the  heavens  seemed  like  braas^  and 
the  earth  like  iron,  and  fear  and  sorrow  surrounded.  Hms 
he  hath  and  will  winnow  and  rofine,  and  will  shew  that  none 
else  can  save,  and  yet  that  he  forsakes  not  those  who  would 
have  no  other  God  but  him,  the  ever-living  and  all-powerfiil 
One,  everlastingly  worthy  to  have  all  our  hearts,  and  to  be 
trusted  in,  waited  for,  and  praised  for  ever. 

A  measure  of  his  glorious  love  and  mercy  covers  my  heart 
at  this  time,  and  bows  my  spirit  in  humble  worship  to  his 
most  worthy  name ;  but  I  cannot  express,  like  many  others. 


i 


Digitized  by  Google 


84 


MBMOIfiS  AND  LETTERS 


[1741. 


according  to  my  views,  and  must  therefore  leave  what  I  have 
hinted,  for  thee  to  gather  the  substance  as  thou  art  capable. 
I  am  as  well  in  health,  through  merciful  support,  as  I  have 

been  many  years,  and  was  favoured  with  help  from  the  best 
hand,  in  the  little  journey  through  the  northern  counties,  to 
as  much  bumbling  gladness  in  the  Lord  as  I  have  almost  ever 
known ;  though  we  met  with  several  aiSicting  cases,  besides 
the  common  heaviness,  or  want  of  proper  hunger,  which  is, 
more  or  less,  almost  a  general  hurt. — I  had  the  good  com- 
pany of  Michael  Ligbtlbot  most  ot  the  time. 

J.  F. 

JOHN  FOTHBRGILL  TO  HIS  SON  SAMUEL. 

Darley,  lOth  Mo.,  lOtb,  1741. 

As  you,  my  truly  beloved  aons,  with  your  dear 
wives  (whom  I  sincerely  valae),  are  much  in  my  remembrance 
in  love,  which  begets  near  care  and  living  breathing  for 
your  growth  in  the  saving  knowledge  of  troth,  that  the 
Father  of  all  mercies  and  true  good  may  be  your  shepherd, 
and  help  you  to  live  to  his  praise ;  as  this  is  almost  all  I  can 
do  for  you,  and  is  often  comfortably  renewed  with  me,  so  I 
now  and  then  want  to  let  vou  know  T  have  you  thus  and 

oltcn  ill  mind  I  am  rather  cheerlul  m  my  mind  about 

thy  having  drawings  towards  London,  and  liope  it  may  be 
made  serviceable,  as  thou  walks  watchfully,  and  acts  in 
humble  care  to  be  au  instrument  and  servant  directed  by 
Christ,  and  rather  be  within  than  exceed.  Remember  thy 
tcmprr  IS  active ;  keep  fear,  therefore,  out  of  meetings  and 
in  iiuptinGjs,  for  the  Lord  will  help,  and  honours  those 
who  truly  seek  his  honour,  and  therefore  carefully  attend 
upon  him  for  food,  and  fresh  help  to  do  his  will  from  day  to 
day :  thus  may  thou  be  so  directed  and  enabled,  that  ancient 
and  everlasting  life  may  more  and  more  be  known  among 
the  people;  then  will  the  Lord  God  be  worshipped,  and 
have  the  praise,  who  is  worthy,  worthy,  worthy  for  ever- 
more. 
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I  think,  if  thou  be  under  uo  obligation  otherwise,  that 
John  Hay  ward  would  cheerfully  entertain  thee,  and  1  know 
not  of  a  more  worthy  place  ;  but  they  are  not  great  skewers 
of  kindness,  but  realf  where  they  meet  with  worthy  objects. 

My  last  little  joumey  was  made  by  truth  very  satisfactory, 
though  very  unpleasant  circumstances  are  to  be  met  with, 
particularly  in  Cumberland;  yet  there  is  a  people  in  thai 
county  waiting  for  best  help,  and  worth  labouring  amongst. 
I  expect  to  be  much  about  home  this  winter^  but  I  grow  to 
expect  I  shall  see  Ireland  once  more,  but  it  seems  not  very 
near. 

I  must  stop  my  pen,  though  lore  would  still  run  on,  and  I 
hope  will  often  Hto  and  move  towards  you.  I  will  only  add 
now,  that  I  hope  Joseph  is  yet  alire,  and  I  breathe  with 
earnestness  in  the  allowance  of  our  Father*s  loye  for  him  and 
his  dear  wife,  that  they  may  be  helped  to  sanctify  the  liord 
of  all  power  and  goodness  in  their  hearts,  and  carefully  wait 
that  the  pure  seed  may  not  be  hindered  by  visible  things, 
but  bear  fruit  to  the  glory  of  the  mighty  Husbandman,  who 
surely  waits  to  Liuil>le  thereto. 

So  fare  yuu  all  w  ell,  dear  children,  in  devoted  pursuit  of 
heart  to  be  obedient  children  ot  the  Lord  God,  saiih  yuui 
nearly  loving  father, 

John  Fotuebgill. 

In  1742,  after  visiting  Friends  in  Oxfordshire,  he  again 
attended  the  Yearly  Meeting  in  London,  wherein  the  same 
lively  zeal  which,  under  the  guidance  ot  lu  a\  riily  wisdom, 
he  had  often  before  manifested  on  these  solemn  occasions, 
for  the  prosperity  and  growth  of  truth  and  righteousness, 
was  again  conspicuous. 

Tlie  concern  of  mind  which  he  had  for  some  lime  felt  to 
visit  Friends  in  Ireland,  was  now  matured,  and  was  com- 
municated to  his  son  in  the  following  letter. 
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JOHN  FOTHERGILL  TO  11L8  SON  SAMUEL. 

London,  4ih  Mo.,  5tb,  1742. 

I  have  h'dd  u  desire  to  impart  some  thoughts  to  thee 
relating  to  a  visit  to  Friends  in  Ireland.  I  remember  ihou 
once  queried  of  me  if  I  had  any  thing  of  that  nature  before 
me,  and  though  I  could  not  say  1  liad  not,  it  seemed  uoL 
then  to  be  fully  clear  to  me,  and  though  I  had  not  much 
inclination  then  to  inquire  the  reason  of  thy  question,  I  was 
led  to  think  thou  might  have  found  something  on  thy  mind 
of  that  nature,  which  induces  me  now  to  acquaint  thee  that 
I  believe  such  a  yint  is  now  become  my  duty,  and  also  that 
the  time  draws  near ;  so  that  if  it  continue  before  me  as  it 
has  done,  I  think  to  be  forward  about  the  latter  part  of  next 
month,  and  I  see  not  but  thy  company  would  be  truly  easy 
to  me,  if  thou  apprehend  such  a  concern  to  be  with  thee, 
and  also  ripening  as  to  time,  which  I  would  have  thee  to 
consider ;  and  if  so  thou  find  it  to  operate,  there  may  be  the 
more  strong  ground  of  hope  our  going  together  may  be 
sanctified  to  us  and  our  friends.  Meet  me  at  York  with  a 
few  lines  in  answer  hereto. 

J.  F. 

Samuel  Fothergill  having  some  prospect  on  his  own  mind 
of  a  visit  to  Ireland,  received  this  proposal  with  much  satis- 
iaclion ;  the  offer  of  the  company  of  his  veuerable  father* 
and  the  prospect  of  travellmg  with  him  in  such  an  engage- 
ment, were  truly  agreeable.  But,  in  the  exercise  of  that  care 
which  is  so  indispensable,  to  wait  for  the  right  linic,  as  well 
as  for  the  right  authority,  to  proceed  in  such  engagements,  he 
believed  that  the  proper  time  for  him  had  not  arrived,  and 
therefore,  notwithstanding  the  strong  inducements  which  the 
proposal  included,  he  declined  it ;  and  his  visit  to  Ireland 
did  not  take  place  until  the  year  1744. 

Some  account  of  his  father^s  visit  will  be  found  in  the 
following  letters. 
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JOHN  FOTHEROILL  TO  ^. 

Chester,  6th  Mo.,  1742. 

My  hands  and  thoughts  have  heen  busy  in  hasten- 
ing to  discbaTge  myself  of  this  debt  to  Ireland,  and  I  now 
hope  for  a  passage  thither  the  first  suitable  wind.  I  am  but 
in  a  low  and  heavj  state  of  mind,  and  should  be  very  doubtfiil 
of  being  helped  to  live  and  act  properly,  but  that  a  grain  of 
feith  is  preserved,  which  hath  heretofore  often  stayed  my  mind 
in  patient  waiting,  till  merciiiil  supply  of  food,  and  ability  to 
labonr  again,  hath  been  experienced  from  the  all-sufficient 
and  only  rightly  relieving  Hand ;  and  here  is  my  centre,  in 
reverent  trust,  wheie,  as  we  endeavour  steadily  to  keep,  duly 
attending  ibr  fresh  help,  that  we  may  be  what  we  are, 
through  the  grace  from  on  high,  I  believe  we  shall  not  be 
neglected  or  forgotten  of  the  all-knowing  Fountain  of  every 
good  thing. 

J,  F. 

DOCTOR  FOTHEROILL  TO  HIS  SISTEE. 

London,  eth  Mo.,  28th,  1742. 

I  have  received  a  letter  from  dear  father,  from 
Dublin ;  in  it  he  acquainted  me  that  he  had  a  short  and  • 
easy  passage  over,  and  was  tlicn  pretty  diui  riul.  A  iriond 
who  saw  him  at  Pnhliu,  and  i:^  smce  come  to  London, 
gave  me  tlie  pleasing  account  that  his  Great  Master  had 
eminently  favoured  him  with  his  presence  in  several  meetings, 
at  which  the  Mend  was  along  with  him.  The  need  there 
is  of  such  labourers  eveiywhere,  makes  me  cheerfully  resign 
him  to  so  hard  a  service  as  he  must  undergo  in  that  country; 
but  that  wisdom  and  strength  which  attends  him  from  above, 
I  hope  will  support  through  it  all,  as  well  as  direct.  Oh 
may  we,  dear  sister,  more  and  more  seek  our  father's  God  I 
his  favour  to  us  will  be  all  we  want,  and  having  him  for  our 
portion,  nothing  necessary  can  be  withheld,    i  eveiy  day 
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more  affectionately  eftteem  the  best  of  parents,  if  I  grow  bet- 
ter mjsdif,  and  I  cannot  without  tears  call  to  mind  his  more 

than  paternal  concern  for  our  welfare  I  hare  nothing 

so  much  in  view  as  to  contribute  all  in  my  power  to  the 
relief  of  those  that  want  it,  in  the  ivay  of  my  profession,  and 
to  the  happiness  of  those  whom  I  am  so  nearly  interested  in, 
as  my  faUier  and  his  beloveds.  It  gives  me  sometimes  pain 
to  think  that,  according  to  the  common  period,  one-half  of 
life  is  nearly  spent,  exclusive  of  any  accidental  blow,  and 
I  not  l)etter  provided,  either  for  this  life  or  another.  But  I 
liope  lu  cherish  the  thought,  and  make  it  my  chief  endeavour, 
to  secure  the  last,  and  to  be  content  with  whatever  may  be 
my  lot  as  to  the  first. 

L  F. 

JOHN  FOTHEJIOILL  TO  . 

MouuLralli,  174*2. 

 I  have  kept  closely  stirring  along,  and  much 

employed)  to  answer  the  end  of  my  coming  as  diligently  and 
honesdy  as  I  know  how;  which,  Uirough  continued  merciful 
help  and  renewed  supply,  hath  been  hitherto  as  well,  or  rather 
better  borne,  as  to  the  body,  as  well  as  in  the  chief  respect, 
than  I  dared  to  hope  for,  and  I  am  thus  lar  thankfully  easy 
on  my  own  part,  tiiough,  through  deep  labour,  and  at  times 
much  Boirow;  yet  I  am  glad  I  am  here,  because  of  the 
blessed  favour  of  help  to  pay  this  visit,  and  also  in  that  I 
am  sensible  of  the  strong  extendings  of  gracious  regard  to 
this  nation,  and  even  that  the  dead  may  hear,  and  be  made 
to  live. 

 Thine  was  very  acceptable,  being  accompanied 

with  a  relish  of  religious  as  well  as  natural  love  and  nearness, 

which  both  comforts  at  present,  and  increaseth  reverent  trust 
iij,  and  regard  to,  tlic  aliiiighty  Source  of  all  our  good  and 
true  help,  who  lialh  hiddenly,  yet  merciluUy,  cared  for  us 
many  ways,  and  requires  our  consideration  as  such,  in  order 
to  encourage  and  instruct,  in  humble  confidence,  yet  with 
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watdiMness  towards  him,  that  he  may  be  our  Shepherd 
through  time,  and  his  glorious  name  may  be  renowned  here 

and  for  ever.  Bear  with  mc,  dear  son,  in  thus  reachixig 
towards  lliec  in  the  living  sense  ul  uicrcy,  the  staying  comfort 
whereof  is  highly  worthy  of  our  secret  notice,  and  solid  com- 
memoration  

I  have  been  round  the  southern  parts,  and  am  now  near 
the  middle,  going  northward^  and  hope  to  be  at  Dublin  at 
the  half-year's  meetiug. 

J.  F. 

After  his  return  from  Ireland,  John  Fothergill  continued 
much  about  home,  visiting  the  neighbouring  meetings  as  his 
health  permitted ;  this  grew  more  precarious,  and  the  winter 
proTiDg  a  severe  one,  he  was  prevented  from  going  much 
abroad.  His  care,  nevertheless,  for  the  prosperity  of  truth, 
was  as  fresh  as  it  had  ever  been,  hi$  own  inward  strength 
bdng  gracioosly  renewed,  as  he  often,  with  reverent  thank* 
fulness,  expressed;  and  for  the  preservation  of  his  absent 
family,  and  their  increase  in.  divine  experience  and  steady 
progress  in  the  paths  of  humility  and  dependence,  his  sonl 
was  often  deeply  engaged. 

JOHN  FOTHERGILL  TO  FRANCES  H£N8HAW.« 

Darley,  1st  Mo.,  12th,  1743. 

1  had  thee  so  much  in  remembrance  in  a  loving  care 
and  sympathy,  that  I  bad  thought  of  writing  to  thee  again 

*  Frances  Hensbaw,  aflerwords  Frances  Dodshon,  was  bom 
near  Leek,  in  the  year  1714.  Her  parents  possessed  a  considerable 
estate ;  she  received  an  education  according  to  her  station  in  society, 
and  was  of  good  understanding.  About  the  twentieth  year  of  her 
age,  she  was  convinced  of  the  principles  of  Truth  as  held  by  the 
Society  of  Friends,  with  whom  she  was  recdved  into  religious 
membership.  So  full  and  powerful  was  the  conriction,  that  even 
in  the  many  deeply  trying  seasons  through  which  she  had  to  pass 
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before  I  feceived  dune,  whieh  may  truly  be  called  a  lamen- 
tation, and  would  render  thy  caae  very  lamentable^  but  that 
I  am  foUy  persuaded  Almi^ty  and  merciful  caxe  and  tuc* 
coming  regard,  from  the  infinite  Being  of  goodness  and 
mercy,  is  nearer  and  moie  regardful  of  thee»  to  stay  and 
protect  fhee,  than  thou  at  present  seems  to  apprehend; 
which  xenres  my  hope,  if  thou  can  but  labour  with  some 
diligence  to  be  quiet  and  reverently  resigned,  and  asdeavour 
to  overlook  the  too  much  teasing  thyself  about  false  accusa- 
tions, by  which  the  enemy  would  deject  and  destroy  thee, 
I  still  hope,  With  mucli  quietness,  tliat  llie  day  of  salvation 
will  litUe  and  little  dawu,  aiitl  light  and  life  spring  up  to 
thee  again ;  for  I  cannot  think  there  is  so  much  wrath  and 
judgment  upon  thee  from  the  God  of  mercy  as  thou  would, 
as  it  were,  pull  upon  thyself  in  thy  tender  fear,  and  the  evil 
disturber  would  work  thy  sinking  temper,  in  tins  time  uf 
trial,  to  fear  and  conclude :  this  is  my  real  and  steady  hope 
and  thougiit  abont  tliee,  though  I  know  it  is  hard  to  be 
quiet,  and  to  retain  any  lively  hope  in  the  truly  loving  soul, 
when  the  Beloved  hides  himself  indeed ;  but  clouds  of  wit- 
nesses bear  testimony  to  the  abundant  mercy  to  humble 
seeltersy  and  even  to  the  loathness  of  Goodnms  to  forsake 
poor  man,  but  still  more  contrary  to  his  gracious  goodness, 
to  cast  off  one  that  hath  been  and  is  desirous  to  follow  him 
with  full  purpose  of  hearty  as  I  believe  is  truly  thy  case ; 
and  if  thou  be  but  kept  reasonably  still,  and  somewhat 
cheerful  (as  very  much  otherwise  would  not  be  of  service,  but 
might  rather  ofiend), — for  in  the  most  stillness  we  can  get  to, 
is  help  and  strength  from  the  mighty  Helper  experienced, — 

(iurinpf  the  course  of  her  life,  the  foundation  of  these  principles  in 
her  mind,  as  she  often  expressed,  could  never  be  shaken.  Soon 
ufter  her  convincement,  she  was  called  to  the  work  of  the  ministry; 
she  laboured  much  in  tl)e  e\erri«e  of  this  g^ift,  and  travelled  evten- 
sively.  She  had  to  pass  through  many  afflictions,  both  fjiiiilually 
and  temporally.  She  lived  to  an  advanced  age,  and  died  in  Uie 
ath  Month.  1793. 
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I  tay^  if  thou  so  labour  to  be  kept,  no  reproach  wiU  attend 
it,  but  what  will  in  due  time,  bj  best  wisdom,  be  removed. 

With  respect  to  going  to  Grace  Chambers',  I  am  pleased 
with  the  invitatiott,  and  think  thy  being  there  awhile  may- 
be of  advantage  both  to  thy  health  ami  otherwise,  for  she  is 
good  and  wise  company:  all  lliMt  I  husitate  about  is,  lest  thy 
being  there  shoukl  Ix  a  nieaus  of  exposing  tlie  case,  to  thy 
future  detriment,  lurihcr  than  one  could  wish,  because  all 
people  are  not  wise  ;  but  I  seem  not  to  fear  but  thou  may  live 
to  see  clear  weather,  and  the  light  of  divine  life  upon  thee 
again  ;  but  reverent  stillness  in  imnd,  as  at  the  footstool  of 
the  great  knower  of  all  our  thoughts,  as  well  as  words  and 
actions,  I  cannot  but  beg  for  thee  as  much  as  ever  thou 
canst  for  thyself;  and  although  I  should  be  pleased  to  see 
thee,  I  see  little  probability  of  its  being  useful,  nor  can 
I  ride  much  without  great  difficulty;  but  whether  I  see 
thee  or  not,  my  very  soul  steadily  longs  for  and  bears  with 
thee,  and  almost  believes  I  may  live  to  see  thee  cheerful  in 
the  Lord,  or  at  least  that  thou  wilt  live  to  be  so,  by  the  help 
of  that  eternal,  most  gracious  Power  which  ever  brings  into 
a  right  mind :  thus  mayest  thou  be  regarded  and  helped, 
and  so  farewell,  my  friend,  beloved  for  the  Father's  sake. 

Thy  sincerely  affectionate  Friend, 

John  Fothergill. 

In  the  s])ring  of  1743  his  health  and  strength  were  much 

reduced,  vtL,  tliough  with  some  difliculty,  he  atteuded,  in 
the  iilh  month,  the  General  Meeting  a.t  Pickering,  which 
was  to  him  a  favoured  season,  and  he  was  well  satisfied  in 
having  undertaken  the  journey.  These  meetings,  which 
were  held  once  a  year,  were  ( luimujiily  very  large,  and  held 
in  an  open  place,  to  wliicli  suiuc  tlunisauds  of  the  iieiglibuur- 
ing  p!  (iple  used  to  resort:  on  this  occasion  they  behaved 
attentively;  but  they  did  not  always  comport  themselves  so 
well. 
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He  contmtied  veiy  weak  during  the  winter  of  1743,  getting 
but  little  out,  and  scarcely  able  to  converM  with  those 
fiends  who  came  to  see  lum  at  home ;  but  his  fervour  of 
mind,  and  love  towards  the  best  things,  abated  not,  but 
remained  nndiminished.  And,  in  addressing  at  this  time 
one  of  his  friends,  he  says,  Though  I  am  more  than  aKttle 
**  afflicted  in  body,  yet  I  am  not  forsaken  of  the  everlasting 

**  Helper  In  a  renewed  consideraliou,  and  in  a  degp'ee 

**  of  the  sense  of  liis  manifold  mercie;;,  and  lallu  i  ly  1 1  ^Mi  d 
**  and  succour  hitherto,  my  heart  worshippeth  his  name,  and 

greets  thee  in  love  and  true  well-wishing." 


Digitized  by  Google 


CHAPTER  VI. 


After  the  retuiu  of  Samuel  Fothergill  iioui  his  visit  to 
the  north  of  Yorkshire,  in  1740,  until  he  went  into  Ireland, 
in  the  year  1744,  there  is  but  little  left  od  record  of  his 
services,  and  only  few  of  his  letters. 

In  1741  he  attended  the  Yearly  Meeting  for  the  nurtlif m 
counties,  held  at  Kendal,  and  also  the  Yearly  Meeting  m 
London,  and  in  the  autunni  he  visited  some  parts  of  Lanca- 
shire and  Cumberland;  soon  afterwards,  he  had  a  certi- 
ficate to  pay  a  visit  to  some  of  the  southern  counties,  and  to 
the  city  of  London,  and  spent  the  winter  in  this  engagement. 

SAMUEL  FOTHEKGILL  TO  HIS  WIFE. 

Carlisle,  6tb  Mo.,  dih,  1741. 

  T  am  prcscr\  c  d  in  a  good  state  of  health, 

through  hard  labour,  haviiJL;  Ji  id  as  many  meetings  as  days, 
hitherto,  since  I  came  into  this  county,  and,  through  tlie 
support  of  Providepce,  I  am  so  far  sustained;  and  this  I  can 
with  reverence  and  trust  say,  I  never  hitherto  experienced, 
in  my  travels,  the  opening,  snstaining  goodness  of  the  Great 
Master  to  such  a  degree :  have  this  day  had  a  large,  open,  and 
predous  meeting  at  this  place,  with  Friends  and  others  from 
several  parts  of  the  county,  (it  being  the  time  of  the  assizesj 
for  which,  and  manifold  other  mercies,  my  sool  ascribes 
glory,  honour,  and  high  praise  to  the  Rock  of  our  strength ; 
and  in  this  holy  love  and  life  my  soul  salutes  thee,  and  longs 
for  our  preservation  in  all  lowliness  and  bomiliiy. 

I  would  fain  return,  with  the  sheaves  of  peace  in  my 
bosom,  and  fully  clear  myself  before  I  return,  which  will  be 
longer  than  I  expected. 

S.  F. 
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In  174'2  he  was  eiigacrcd  with  some  other  Friends,  by 
appoiiUment  of  Ihe  Moiubly  Meeting,  in  a  reiigioufi  visit  to 
the  families  of  Friends  within  that  meeting. 

The  prospe  ct  of  religious  dnty  in  a  visit  to  Ireland,  which 
had  tor  some  time  been  upon  his  mind,  had  continued,  and 
believing  that  the  right  time  for  the  performance  of  it  was 
arrived,  he  proposed  it  to  the  Monthly  Meeting,  and,  with 
the  certificate  and  unity  of  tliat  meeting,  he  embarked  for 
Dublin  in  the  second  month,  1744,  and  bad  a  good  passage. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  letters  written  during  this 
Tisit :  one  of  them  appears  to  be  an  answer  to  some  indi- 
vidual who  had  applied  to  him  for  spiritual  counsel;  the 
applications  of  this  nature  which  he  received  were  frequent 

SAMUEL  FOTHBROILL  TO  HIS  WIFE. 

Dublin,  2d  Mo.,  37th,  1744. 

On  my  arrival  I  came  up  to  this  city  about  eight, 
and  went  to  meeting  at  ten;  it  was  very  satisfactory;  the 
goodness  of  the  Great  Master  was  evidently  manifested,  to 
the  abundant  encouragement  of  my  mind ;  it  was  as  a  seal 
of  my  commission  hither,  and  very  much  enconraged  mc. 

 I  would  have  thee  be  entirely  easy  un  my  account ; 

I  hope  that  I  am  right  in  this  concern,  and  that  He  that 
has  called  me  will  preserve  from  every  danger  ;  suflicient  is 
His  power  to  keep  us  both  in  our  res])cctive  situations. 

The  Papists  here  arc  quiet,  and  proless  an  attachment  to 
the  government,  by  their  observing  the  late  fast  in  a  solemn 
manner.  There  arc  fourteen  French  ships  in  this  harbour, 
all  seized  upon  by  the  goreromeot;  and  two  at  the  Isle  of 
Man. 

 Through  the  mercy  and  kindness  of  the 

Almighty,  I  have  my  health  pretty  well ;  the  closeness  of 
the  ci?y  is  inconvenient,  but  I  soon  leave  it.  The  opening, 
enlarging  i)ower  of  the  gospel  has  not  been  wanting,  but  has 
flowed  with  renewed  evidences  of  my  being  so  far  right. 

On  the  I8tb,  there  was  in  this  city  the  funeral  of  a  Friend, 
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a  banker,  which  was  attended  by  the  gieatest  concomse  of 
people  I  have  e?er  seen  upon  the  like  oceasion, — a  strange 
mixture  of  folks, — lords  and  Jesuits,  merchants  and  parsons, 
&c.:  but  the  mighty  power  of  God  was  Terealed  over  all: 
to  His  worthy  name  be  the  attribute  of  praise  for  ever ! 

On  first  day  last  we  had  a  large  meeting  in  the  forenoon, 
and  near  the  close  of  that  meeting,  arrived  our  dear  friend, 
Eliz.  Shipley,  and  her  coinpauiou,  after  a  tedious  passage  of 
nearly  live  days  (lioiii  Liverpool).  We  were  iivc  strangers, 
but  none  appeared:  J.  G.  took  up  two-and-a-half  hours  in 
one  sermon,  the  longest  (but  not  the  best)  I  ever  heard,  to 
the  great  uneasiness  of  Frieuds.  V  ery  great  is  the  danger  of 
that  highly-called  youth. 

The  meetings,  dunug  the  course  of  this  National  Meeting, 
have  been  attended  with  the  evidence  of  divine  favour. 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTHERQILL  TO  . 

DubUn,  2d  Mo.,  1744. 

If  this  letter  should  come  to  the  hand  of  the  person 
from  whom  I  received  one  last  night,  know,  oh  distressed 
sonl !  I  am  sensiblj  touched  with  thy  state,  and  should  be 
thankful  to  be  instrumental  in  delivering  thee  horn  the  gall 
of  bitteiness  thou  seems  at  present  closely  beset  with.  I 
wish  reflections  upon  the  nature  and  necessity  of  soHd  religion 
had  more  place  in  the  minds  of  our  youth ;  sure  I  am  it  would 
tend  to  their  great  and  lasting  good,  for  in  it  is  the  happiness 
of  the  reasonable  soul,  and  in  its  due  regard  to  its  dictates. 
Oii !  that  in  this  the  day  of  thy  visitation  thou  might  be  wise 
in  heart,  and  give  up  to  the  sword  thai  wliicli  is  for  the 
sword.  If  there  was  a  willingness  to  be  divested  of  every  • 
beloved,  incoM>istLiiL  \uili  the  will  of  Him  that  hath  called 
thee,  thou  would  experience  more  help,  and  a  gradual 
removing  of  those  things  that  interfere  between  thee  and 
the  joys  of  God's  people.  The  sins  of  all  mankind  must 
come  to  judgment,  either  here  or  bercailer;  and  they  are 
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bappj  who  have  their  sins  go  beforehand  to  judgment,  and 
sobmit  thereto;  in  their  humiliatton,  their  judgments  are 
taken  airaj.  I  never  hnew  tight  peace  but  in  submitting  to 
the  exercise  of  the  righteous  judgment  upon  the  offending 
part  in  my  own  soul.  Now,  as  the  mind  is  brought  to  this 
submission,  hard  things  are  made  easj,  seeming  impossi- 
bilities are  made  possible  bj  the  power  of  God,  and  the  poor 
soul  triumphs  in  tiie  power  of  God  revealed  for  its  health  and 
strength ;  and  one  thing  after  another  is  put  off  that  hath 
separated  from  good,  and  the  soul  ariseth  gradually  in  the 
image  of  Him  who  hath  called  it.  I  not  only  pity  thee, 
but,  in  the  love  of  our  heavenly  Father,  my  soul  is  baptized 
into  a  sense  and  feeling  of  thy  state:  T  sympathize  with 
thee,  and  come  down  as  into  Jordan  wilh  lUct,  oh  poor 
soul !  and  a  livin*:;  lailli  ariseth  in  my  heart  for  thee,  that, 
if  thou  be  ti  ul  V  submissive,  and  attend  lo  tlie  word  in  thyself, 
the  day  will  shine  forth  more  and  more  lo  thee. 

Oh !  be  not  afraid  of  lookinj^  inward ;  there  is  a  merciful 
God  there.  Spread  thy  cause  before  him,  and  he  will  hear 
thee ;  for  he  hath  arisen  for  the  pin  (m  i;  cries  of  the  poor  and 
distressed,  and  ever  will  arise ;  and,  my  friend,  let  divine 
approbation  be  the  standard  and  measure  of  thy  conduct. 
Alas !  what  is  man  (whose  breath  is  in  his  nostrils,  here 
to<day  and  gone  to-morrow,  a  poor  short-sighted  creature), 
that  apprehension  of  censures  from  such  a  creature  should 
deter  any  from  a  religious  pursuit  of  those  things  that  make 
for  his  eternal  happiness;  therefore,  look  above  these  consi- 
derations, consult  not  with  flesh  and  blood,  but  freely  give 
tip  to  the  holy  visitation.  Remember  the  footsteps  of  the 
holy  Jesus  and  his  companions,  and  the  tribulated  flock  of 
God  in  all  ages:  the  difficulties  in  the  way  are  for  the  trial 
of  our  fiuth,  and  tend  to  our  advantage.  What  can  the 
world  do  for  thee,  in  that  solemn  period  of  death  ?  Can  it 
give  thee  peace  of  mind  ?  can  it  deliver  thee  from  the  judg- 
ment of  God?  No,  far  from  it  Oh!  therefore,  that  thou 
may  be  induced  to  submit  to  that  work  thou  hast  known  to 
be  begun,  great  is  the  mercy  of  God  to  penitent  returning 
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sinners,  of  whuse  abunclaiiL  uiercy  I  am  a  witness.  Prefer 
his  favour,  therefore,  as  thy  chiefest  joy  —  run  Ihou  tlie 
celestial  race  that  is  set  before  thee — despise  the  shame, 
endure  the  cross  —  glorious  is  the  recompense,  and  weighty 
is  the  cro^Ti^ — it  is  a  prize  worth  contending  for,  and  oh! 
saith  my  soul,  that  thou  may  obtain  it;  and,  inasmuch  as 
this  is  the  day  of  God's  renewed  mercy  to  thee,  join  in  with 
it,  lest  thou  become  a  cast-ofi*  for  ever,  and  lose  that  sense 
thou  now  hast  on  thy  understanding :  I  much  fear  thy  safety, 
if  thou  submit  not  in  this  renewed  reach  of  love ;  oh  that  I 
could  take  thee  by  the  hand,  and  lead  thee  forward  a  little  I 
my  soul  is  bowed  on  thy  behalf,  tliat  thou  may  be  blessed 
with  a  turn  in  thy  soul  to  God  ;  I  recommend  thee  to  the 
guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  thyself;  mayst  thou  attend  to 
its  direction,  and,  with  Uie  perfection  of  love  and  resignation^ 
wait  for  the  manifestation  and  production  of  a  holy  birth  in 
thy  soal.  Thus  baring  offered,  in  an  abrupt  manner,  what 
seemed  on  my  mind  for  thee^  I  remain,  in  the  sincerest  man- 
ner, thy  affectionate,  sympathizing,  and  concerned  Friend, 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  FO  iH&KUILL  TO  HIS  WIFE. 

Lisbum,  8d  Mo.,  9th,  1744. 

 The  day  on  which  1  wrote  my  last  to  thee, 

was  held  the  concluding  meeting  at  Dublin,  to  good  satis- 
faction ;  next  day  I  \?ent  to  Drogheda,  twenty*two  miles, 
and  had  a  meeting  there  on  first  day ;  ten  or  eleven  Friends 
came  with  me  from  Dublin,  and  divers  sober  people  of  other 
persuasions  came  in,  and  Truth  was  exalted  over  all.  T  went 
thence  to  Dundalk,  and  next  morning  to  Kathfriland,  and 
had  a  small  meeting  there,  and  then  fourteen  miles  to  Lurgan 
that  night,  which  was  a  hard  day's  work.  I  rested  at  Lurgan 
on  the  1st,  had  a  meeting  there  on  the  2nd,  and  at  Moyallen 
on  the  Srd,  where  the  neighbouring  gentry  came  in,  and 
sCTeral  clergymen,  two  of  whom  dined  with  me  at  a  Friend's 
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bouse;  the  Lord*8  power  was  that  day  magnified,  gloiy  be 
to  bis  worthy  name.  On  the  4th  iostant  went  to  Ballyhagan, 
where  was  a  large  meeting;  retnnied  to  Lnrgan,  and  rested 
there  one  day ;  on  the  next,  being  the  first  of  the  week,  went 
to  Ballmdeny  in  the  morning,  where  was  a  mighty  large 
meeting  of  Friends  and  others:  I  went  back  to  Lurgan^ 
where  was  a  still  larger  meeting  in  the  evening.  It  was  a 
day  very  shaking  to  the  body,  but  my  soul  renewed  its 
strength,  in  faith  and  experience  of  continued  regard.  The 
next  day  had  a  meeting  at  Hillsborough — few  Friends,  but 
many  others,  and  some  of  the  greatest  rank  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. Yesterday  I  had  no  meeting,  but  there  is  one 
appointed  for  to-day. 

Thus  far  truth  has  favoured  beyond  my  expectation,  and 
as  there  seems  a  very  great  openness  hereaway,  1  dare  not 
suddenly  leave  the  North ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  1  am 
cautious  of  appointing  meetings  too  fast. 

Friends  here  are  vcr>'  loving,  and  unibignedly  willing  to 
do  anything  that  lies  in  their  power  for  me,  and,  apprehend- 
ing nic  to  be  tender  [io  health],  are  careful  to  an  f^xtreme 
lest  anything  should  ail  me.  My  landlord,  where  1  now  am, 
a  worthy,  innocent  elder,  has  been  with  me  in  most  meetings 
1  have  had,  and  proposes  to  accompany  me  through  the 
greatest  part  of  the  nntion,  which  will  be  acceptable  to  me  ; 
he  was  over  with  Michael  Lightfoot;  his  name,  Robert 
Richardson. 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  HIS  WIFE. 

Charlemont,  8rd  Mo.,  18th,  1744. 

 My  present  business  is  to  look  to  my  con- 
cern here,  and  the  faithful  discharge  of  it  to  God,  the  people, 

and  myself;  and,  living  praises  to  Him  that  is  mindful  of 
his  servants,  1  may  say  he  has  not  hitherto  failed  me  iu  this 
journey. 

Wo  had  a  pretty  large  meeting  at  Lisburu,  and  though 
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things  were  heavy  amongst  them,  yet  Truth  rose,  and  wc 
were  favoured :  Lbc  iitxt  day  I  rode  twelve  miles  to  Antrim, 
where  we  had  a  poor  little  meeting ;  rode  twents  -two  miles  to 
Balliiiacrce,  where  we  had  a  hard,  though  pretty  satisfactory 
meeting  next  morning,  being  first  day;  in  the  ademoou  went 
to  Coleraine,  where  was  a  large  meeting ;  many  people  of 
rank  within  several  miles  came  to  it,  and  the  Lord  owned 
us  by  his  mighty  power:  may  that  day's  favour  remain 
always  in  my  mind.  Next  day  went  twenty  miles  to  Grange, 
where  we  had  a  poor,  heavy  meeting;  on  tlio  ]<»th  to  Tober- 
head,  where  we  had  a  good  meeting;  yesterday  rode  nineteen 
miles  to  this  place,  where  this  day  Ihe  Lord  singularly  owned 
OS  by  his  pow  er  and  presence,  to  my  great  admiration  and 
Uumkfulness.  1  know  not  how  I  maj  fare  in  the  real  of  my 
journey — I  leave  that ;  but  I  may  say  of  a  tnith,  the  evident 
favour  and  power  of  God's  Truth  has  hitherto  wonderfully 
helped  me,  and  my  health  hath  been,  and  yet  is,  mercifblly 
preserved. 

My  love  to  all  enquiring  friends  in  Penketh  meeting,  in 
earnest  wishes  for  their  prosperity  in  the  glorious  truth  of 
our  God.  May  they  gather  to  the  eternal  refuge  of  the 
people  of  God,  and  therein  be  preserred  to  the  end.  My 
mind  calls  many  of  them  to  remembrance  with  gladness, 
and  humble  yet  fervent  breathing  that  they  may  be  gathered 
to  the  glorious  Shepherd,  whose  pastures  are  sufficiently 
capacious  to  hold  thousands  more  than  yet  inhabit  them ; — 
the  fountain  is  inexpressibly  open  and  free,  and  oh  that 
there  were  a  steady  thirst  after  it ! 

My  heart  is  renewedly  touched  with  the  love  of  God ;  in 
that  I  am  bound  up  with  thee,  and  near  thee,  in  an  indis- 
soluble covenant;  may  our  dwelling  be  evermore  in  it,  so 
bhuil  wu  be  helps  one  to  another. 

S.  F. 
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SAMUEL  FOTUE&GILL  TO  HIS  WIFE. 

Limerick,  4th  Mu.,  ^th,  1744. 

On  seventh  day,  the  19th  vlt^  the  Province  Meet- 
ing began  at  Ballyhagau ;  on  the  next  day  was  a  very  large 
meeting  theie^  and,  what  was  still  better,  a  good  meeting; 
the  ancient  testimony  of  light  and  grace  opened.  John 
Turner  opened  the  meeting,  and  it  concluded  well;  the 
hearts  of  Friends  were  comforted  one  in  another. 

On  the  21st,  rode  sixteen  miles  to  Castleshane,  and  had  a 
meeting  there  that  day,  v^  poor  and  small.  The  following 
day  I  rode  to  Coot^U,  twelve  mOes;  had  anodier  smsll 
meeting  there :  rode  the  same  evening  to  Ballyhays,  six  miles, 
where  I  had  a  small  meeting  on  the  28rd.  On  the  84th  I  rode 
to  Castlebarr,  eighteen  miles;  had  a  small  meeting  there: 
thence  to  Moate,  thirty-nine  miles,  and  was  at  the  meeting  on 
first  day,  which  was  pretty  large,  and  the  same  evening  I  went 
six  long  miles  to  Atiitone.  On  second  day  I  went  ten  miles 
to  a  meeting  in  the  province  of  Counaiighl,  and  returned  the 
same  evening  to  Atblone,  where  1  had  a  large  meeting  in 
the  Assembly  Room,  to  good  satisfaction. 

 Very  great  halh  been  the  Lord's  goodness,  and 

eminent  his  power,  that  hath  often  attended  me  in  this  visit, 
i  sometimes  think  something  is  to  be  met  with  that  will  try 
me  thoroughly,  and  oh  that  I  may  keep  to  the  Rock  of  tlie 
riglitciuis  generation,  who  is  able  to  preserve,  and  likewise 
suflicient,  where  the  mind  honestly  rests  upon  him. 

I  am  glad  thou  art  easy  in  mind  in  my  absence ;  the  Fjord 
of  heaven  and  earth  keep  us  both  in  the  way  of  our  duty  to 
him,  resigned  and  submissive.  The  state  of  the  Church  is 
very  low  in  many  parts  of  this  kingdom,  and  meetings  so 
dull  and  heavy  that  noUiing  but  the  weight  of  the  powerful 
word  itself,  and  that  manifested  in  an  extraordinary  degree, 
can  reach  to  them,  and  this  has  been  near  from  day  to  day. 

Think  not  that  I  am  puffed  up  with  the  abundance  of  the 
divine  favour ;  I  am,  ihrongh  mercy,  awfully  humbled  and 
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bended  in  mindy  to  aclmowledge  gratefully  the  favour  of 
Hearen,  and  to  consecrate  the  gain  of  all  to  the  Lord.  Majr 
lefeience  and  fear  possess  mj  soul  ftr  erer  1 

S.  F. 

DOCTOR  FOTHERGtLL  TO  HIS  SISTER. 

London,  8th  Mo.,  11th,  174d. 

 A  considerable  number  of  engagemente  have 

80  taken  up  my  time,  as  even  to  break  in  upon  those  hours 
which  I  could  always  wish  to  command  tor  retirement,  or  to 
devote  to  proper  tliouglitfulnes  about  tilings  of  the  greatest 
consequence.  But,  alas !  I  have  been  too  much  robbed  of 
this  for  some  time  past,  not  indeed  by  any  particular  event, 
but  by  the  general  avocations  of  business,  study,  and  the 
interruption  of  com|)any.  As  T  have  been  favoured  with  a 
sight  of  the  danL^cr  tliat  attt uds  such  a  iile,  1  am  in  hopes 
sometimes  of  being  strengthened  to  avoid  them.  At  other 
times  I  see  no  way  to  shun  the  precipice,  but  fear  that  one 
day  or  other  I  shall  fall,  and  be  lost  to  a  sense  of  those 
blessed  reproofs  of  instruction  which  yet,  through  mercy,  at 
times  attend  me. 

As  I  can  keep  more  in  this  place^  dear  sister,  our  corre- 
spondence will  be  more  frequent,  more  truly  affectionate 
and  instroctiTe;  for  I  know  thy  lonesome,  solitary  hours  are 
not  spent  unprofitably  ;  thou  art  breathing  after  an  inward 
acquaintance  with  thy  father's  God;  and  as  thon  abides  in 
patience,  he  will  come  in,  and  then  the  night  will  seem 
short,  and  it  will  be  an  additional  gladness  that  thou  didst 
not  repine  when  left  desolate.  Thus  let  it  be  our  duelest 
pleasure  to  incite  and  encourage  in  each  other  a  steady, 
patient  attention  to  that  sacred  power  which  condescends  to 
enlighten,  to  teach,  and  to  enliyen  those  who  thus  daily  seek 
for  the  bread  of  life.  *Tis  seldom,  alas !  too  seldom,  that 
the  hurry  and  cares  of  this  life  permit  me  to  practise  what  I 
here  recommend,  with  the  ardour  I  could  wish. 

I.  F. 
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The  period  was  now  approaching  when  John  FoTHBBGiLLy 

having  laboured  faithfully  and  diligently  in  the  service  of 
his  Lord  and  Master,  was  to  be  removed  from  his  labours, 
to  enjoy  the  reward,  and  to  receive,  as  wc  may  reverently 
believe,  the  welcome  sentence  of  "  Well  done,  good  and 
fsdthful  servant,  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  tliy  Lord  " 

In  the  year  1744,  though  very  weak  in  body,  he  assembled 
once  more  with  his  firiends  at  the  Yearly  Meeting  m  London. 
He  attended  the  various  sittings  of  that  meeting,  evidently 
under  an  exemplary,  reverent,  weighty  frame  of  mind,  and 
his  company  \\'as  truly  acceptable  and  useful. 

During  the  summer  of  this  year  he  removed  his  rt^sidence 
from  Barley,  in  Netherdaie,  to  Knaresborough. 

Feeling  a  desire  to  visit  Friends  of  Bristol,  and  to  attend 
the  Circular  Yearly  MeetiDg  at  Worcester,  he  went,  by  way 
of  Cheshire  and  Shrewsbuiy,  into  Herefordsbire^  where  he 
visited  Friends  generally. 

In  the  Yearly  Meeting  at  Worcester,  he  bore  a  noble 
Christian  testimoDy  to  the  all-sufficiency  of  that  Power 
which  had  preserv^,  supported,  and  guided  him  in  the  way 
that  was  right,  and  well-pleasing  in  degree ;  and  is  able  and 
willing  to  do  the  same  far  all  the  children  of  men. 

Benjamin  Holme  was  at  this  meetings  and  in  bis  journal 
thus  makes  mention  of  it,  and  also  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  for 
Wales:— 

I  went  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  in  Wales,  which  was  held 
"  this  year  at  Glanneedless  [Llanidloes] ;  the  said  Yearly 

Meeting  was  large  and  very  peaceable^  there  being  a  great 
**  resort  of  other  people  who  wm  not  of  our  Socie^ ;  our 
"  Mend  Samuel  Fothergill  was  there,  and  had  good  serrice 
"  for  the  Truth.  I  was  at  the  Yearly  Meeting  for  the  seven 
"Western  Counties,  held  this  year  at  \\  orctsLer;  our  firiends 
**  John  Fothergill  and  his  son  Samuel  were  there ;  also 
"  .loshua  Toll  and  Benjamin  Kidd  ;  the  meeting  was  large 
''  and  peaceable,  and  Friends  were  lavoured  therein  with  the 
"  enjoyment  of  divine  goodness." 

From  Worcester  John  Fothergill  went  to  Bristol  and  Bath, 
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fidtmg  the  various  meetings  of  Friends,  and  was  helped  to 
labour  fidthfully,  and  in  much  plainness  among  them. 

He  left  Bath  in  the  beginning  of  the  eighth  month,  and 
tiatrelled  home  by  easy  journeys,  holding  meetings  as  oppor* 
tonities  occnrred. 

After  liis  return  from  this  journey  he  seldom  got  out,  even 
to  his  ouii  mcutiug,  but  continued  visibly  to  decline.  In  a 
letter  to  his  son  John  he  mentions,  that  though  ni  this 
journey  his  natural  state  was  but  feeble,  and  attended  with 
divers  difficulties,  yet  he  was  not  doubtful  but  he  should  be 
jissisied,  in  mercy  and  favour,  to  discharge  liimsflf  ul  tiic 
debt  (which  had  seemed  to  grow  and  remain  upon  him,  the 
way  he  was  f^'oing),  to  such  a  degree  as  to  return  in  holy 
quiet;  and  adds,  "T  ask  no  questions  farther,  but  to  be 
"  lielped  to  live  to  the  ever-living  Being,  the  little  time  he 

may  suiler  me  to  continue  on  this  side  the  grave." 

JOHN  FOTHEROILL  TO  HIS  SON  JOHN. 

 As  I  have  no  (h'pendance  on  human  assist- 
ance but  from  tliec,  nor  any  corresjxindeuce  which  affords 
nie  like  comfort  and  satisfaction,  I  must  beg  thy  frequent 
remembrance,  and  to  hear  from  thee  as  often  and  freely  as 
leisure  will  permit;  and  be  assiu'ed,  my  hearty,  careful 
desires  for  thee,  in  every  true  good,  uot  only  is  enlivened  by 
the  strong  ties  of  nature  and  affection,  but  are  more  riveted 
and  strengthened  by  many  a  gracious  spring  of  living  good- 
ness from  the  almighty  Helper  of  his  people,  who  have 
trusted  in  him,  and  feared  him.  Thus,  dear  son,  farewell; 
farewell,  saith  thy  affectionate  father, 

John  Fothbroill. 

"  Witli  these  aflecting  expressions,"  says  Doctor  Fothergill, 
"ended  a  correspondence  which  afforded  the  strongest  «atis- 
"  faction  that  anything  in  this  life  could  yield."  The  letter 
was  dated  the  15th  of  the  10th  month,  1744,  from  which 
time  he  gradually  declined  till  the  13th  of  the  following 
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montli,  when  lie  peaceably  expired,  leaving  to  his  family  and 

friends  the  comfortable  assurance  of  his  being  gone  before, 
lo  enjoy  that  unmixed  happiness  which  is  the  portion  of 
those  who  prefer  a  conscientious  discharge  of  duty  to  God, 
their  families,  and  the  world,  though  attended  with  labour, 
anxious  c  ue,  and  solicitude,  to  all  the  false,  though  gild^ 
pursuits,  which  the  spirit  of  deception  throws  in  the  way  of 
mortals. 

His  remains  were  honourably  interred  in  Friends'  burial 
ground  at  Scotton,  near  Knaresborough,  the  15th  of  the  11th 
month,  1744;  many  Mends  attending  on  the  solemn  occasion. 
He  was  aged  69  years,  and  was  a  mimster  Dearly  50  years. 

His  testimonies  were  awakeniog,  sound,  and  edifying, 
delivered  in  the  demonstration  of  divine  authority,  for  he 
handled  not  the  Word  of  God  deceitfully,  nor  endeavoured 
to  please  men ;  and  as  he  waited  to  be  endued  with  wisdom 
and  power  from  on  hig^,  so  was  be  enabled  to  speak  to  the 
eond&tions  of  the  people. 

He  was  a  man  zealously  conoerned  for  good  order  and 
the  dtseiplme  of  the  Church,  and  was  remarkably  qualified 
for  the  management  of  its  afiain,  bmng  of  a  quick  appre- 
bensioD,  an  eztensiTe  capacity,  and  deep  judgment,  and 
could  express  himself  aptly,  copiously,  and  strongly;  and 
as  be  diligeptly  attended  the  Tarious  meetings  for  discipline, 
so  be  was  of  peculiar  service  in  them,  approving  himself  a 
wise  and  able  counsellor,  faithful  and  just  to  God  and 
man. 

His  conversation  was  exemplary,  being  humble  and  sin- 
cere, doing  the  work  of  an  evangelist,  and  giving  proof  of 
his  ministry,  in  patience,  temperance,  vigilance,  and  forti- 
tude ;  enduring  afflictions,  and  using  tlie  things  of  this  life 
with  moderation. 

Several  of  the  ir,iiu\vuig  letters  have  reference  to  the  event 
of  John  Fothergili'ti  decease. 
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ALEXANDER  FOTHEROILL  TO  T  L  ^ 

Garr-End,  Uth  Mo.,  1744. 

I  have  for  some  lime  had  a  desire  to  give  thee  an 
account  of  the  decease  of  fAy  friend,  and  my  near  and  worthy 
father,  John  Foilu  rgill,  who  dejiarted  this  life  on  the  morning 
of  the  13th  of  this  month,  being  the  first  day  of  the  week. 

His  natural  body  hath  been  visibly  going  to  decay  these 
several  years,  though  he  has  been  willing  to  shew  more  care 
and  attention  to  it  of  late  than  formerly ;  the  reason  he  gave 
for  this  was,  that  he  might  be  the  better  able  to  discharge 
some  services  that  he  seemed  to  have  before  him  on  Truth's 
account ;  in  the  discharge  whereof  he  frequently  fofgot  the 
declining  state  of  his  body:  thus  of  late  he  hath  retnmed 
home^  inwardly  cheeriiil  and  easy  in  bis  spirit  yet  the  poor 
ontwaid  frame  reduced  to  the  lowest  ebb:  then  caie  and 
proper  medicines  were  need  to  recmit  it,  wluch  was  no 
sooner  done  than  it  was  again  exposed  to  fresh  hardships ; 
his  lo?e  and  xeal  for  the  cause  of  truth  and  the  welfare  of 
the  Church,  working  upon  a  generous  mind,  fully  deroted  to 
senre  his  God  and  his  friends  without  resmre,  carried  him 
faster  on  than  the  body  was  well  able  to  bear. 

In  his  last  journey  to  the  West  of  England,  he  wroto  from 
Bath  that  he  had  been  supported  to  his  admiration,  and  had 
been  enabled  iiilly  to  discharge  himself,  and  he  thought  his 
health  bad  not  suffered  much,  and  that  he  felt  as  though  he 
had  nothing  to  do  but  to  return  home  with  the  reward  of 
peace  iu  liis  bosom:  but  ihu  season  hvu]-^  very  rainy,  and 
he  riding  every  day,  brought  on  an  aguish  complaint,  with 
a  total  loss  of  appetite,  so  that  he  was  very  often  sick,  and 
altogether  unable  to  take  food. 

i  saw  him  twice ;  he  was  cheerful  and  easy  m  his  spirit, 
and  not  without  hopes  to  see  his  friends  again  ;  but  said,  if 
it  happen  oUierwise,  he  was  content,  having  so  laboured  in 
the  day  that  he  was  prepared  for  the  evening ;  and  if  he 
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should  recoirer  again^  it  would  be  no  further  pleasant  to  him 
than  that  he  could  be  semceable  to  truth. 

Albxandbb  Fothbsgill. 

MAY  DRDMHOND*  TO  SAlTOBt  AMD  SUSANNA  FOTHEROILL, 
ON  THE  DEATH  OF  THEIR  FATHER. 

Bristol,  11th  Mo.,  1744. 

Two  days  ago  the  unacceptable  tidiuga  of  your 
worthy  father's  d«sUh  reached  me.  Dead !  did  I  say }  No  I 
be  is  not  dead,  he  lived  in  the  eternal  existence,  and  in  that 
has  lain  down  a  tender  fabric.   On  his  account  no  friend 

*  May  Dnunmood  was  of  a  consideiable  fiunfly  in  North  Biitam ; 
she  was  convinced  of  the  truth  of  Friends'  principles  at  Edinbuigb, 
by  the  ministiy  of  Thomas  Story,  about  the  year  1731,  at  the  time 
that  bee  brother  was  the  Provost  of  that  eity.  He  was  one  of  the 
principal  fonnden  of  the  Royal  Infirmary,  and  his  sister  uras  active 
in  procuring  funds  fiom  Friends  in  England  in  aid  of  the  Insti* 
tntion ;  the  various  sums  contributed  by  several  Quarteriy  Meetings 
remain  leooided  on  a  board  in  one  of  the  apartments.  May  Drum- 
mood  had  much  to  endure  fiom  her  relations  and  ftiends,  who,  bemg 
what  were  considensd  of  genteel  rank,  wetemuch  grieved  at  her  uniting 
hendf  to  the  despised  people  called  Quakers,  and  wero  all  against 
her,  except  a  younger  brother.  She  neverthdeas  oontmued  firm  in 
her  attachment  to  the  principles  she  had  embiaced,  and,  maintaining 
her  ground,  was,  in  a  few  years,  called  into  the  mioistry.  In  this 
she  was  much  engaged  for  many  yean.  She  was  a  fluent  speaker, 
and  very  popular,  particularly  amongst  those  of  other  societies,  who 
were  much  dmwn  to  the  meetings  she  attended,  her  character  and 
the  circumstances  of  her  convincement  oflen  exciting  curiosity. 
One  well  qualified  to  judge,  says,  of  her  ministry,  in  1 739, "  She 
'*  has  some  masculine,  nervous  expressions;  her  periods  are  mostly 
'*  regular  and  just:  did  she  not  affect  it,  one  might  say  she  was 
"  eloquent."  She  died  at  Edinbuigb  about  the  year  1772$  but, 
during  the  latter  years  of  her  iife^  was  not  held  in  the  same  estima* 
tion  that  she  had  formerly  been. 


Digitized  by  Google 


OP  SAMUEL  FOTHBRGILL. 


107 


Deed  to  laraent;  yet  nature  must  have  an  allowance,  ami  divine 
favour  has  indulged  us  so  lar  as  to  give  ns  \hv  ex  ample, 
when  our  great  Master  shed  tears  for  dead  Lazai'us.  lu  your 
grief  on  this  account  I  truly  share ;  and  of  the  joy  that  you 
feel,  firom  the  certain  knowledge  which  truth  hath  commum- 
cated  to  you,  of  your  deceased  parentis  felicity,  I  taste. 

So  many  have  fallen  who  have  been  raised  up  to  be  shining 
instruments,  that  it  cannot  fail  of  being  an  inexpressible  con- 
solation to  you  to  reflect  that  your  worthy  deceased  parent 
retained  his  integrity.  No  childien  had  ever  better  example 
in  a  father,  nor  more  seasonable  admonitions ;  and  he,  befoie 
his  departDre,  lived  to  see  the  desire  of  his  soul,  and  the 
prayer  he  had  put  up  for  the  salvation  of  his  children  an- 
swered to  his  wish,  and  all  his  offspring  in  so  hopeful  a  way, 
that  I  make  no  doubt  of  his  saying  with  good  old  Simeon, 
''Lord,  now  lettest  thou  thy  servant  depart  in  peace.  For 
mine  eyes  have  seen  thy  salvation.** 

Mat  Druhhond. 

UOCTOR  FOTHERGILL  TO  Hlti  SlbiEK. 

London,  IfKth  Mo.,  2nd,  1744 — 5. 

1  can  say  nothing  to  thee  u]>nu  the  present  dis- 
tress! rifj;  occasion  but  what  thy  own  prudence  will  suggest  to 
thee  ;  \\  *■  l)oth  feel  that  our  loss  is  great,  yet  we  don't  know 
it  to  the  hdl ;  our  best  IricTid,  protector,  and  counsellor  is  no 
more  ;  it  would  be  unnatural  not  to  grieve.  But  still  wc 
must  remember  that  he  is  only  goue  before  to  tliat  possession 
where  we  shall  at  last  arrive,  if  we  tread  in  his  steps ;  to 
excite  and  encourage  one  another  in  this  race,  oh,  may  it 
be  our  constant  employ. 

Through  his  care,  and  the  blessing  of  kind  providence 
upon  his  earnest  wishes  and  prayers,  I  am  at  present  in  a 
way  of  life^  that  both  affords  me  what  I  have  occasion  for,  and 
seems  not  unlikely  to  continue  so ;  and  whilst  it  is,  neither 
be  afraid  of  wanting  thyself,  nor  think  thou  art  obliged  to  me. 
In  this  part,  while  I  am  able,  I  will  be  a  father,  thy  friend 
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and  brother ;  I  shoold  not  say  I  will  be  theae  tfamgs;  it  is  thai 
good  hand  that  blessea  my  endeavours^  for  that  dear  good 
nian^B  sake  and  thine.  Brother  Samuel  has  written  to  me^ 
but  very  short  hints  of  erery  thing.  Do,  dear  Sister,  take 
the  first  opportunily  of  acquainting  me  as  ftaUy  as  thou  canst 
with  aU  that  has  passed  since  he  began  to  decline,  and  if 
any  memorable  ezpressions  dropped  from  him  in  his  illness, 
please  to  let  me  know. 

 I  find  Brother  has  collected  most  of  his  papers,  the 

rest  I  shall  be  glad  to  have,  in  order  that,  from  those  I  have 
in  my  hands  and  the  rest,  I  may  be  able  to  fmish  that  account 
which  deal  Father  liad  bt^gun,  partly  at  my  request. 

I.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTHBROILL  TO  HIS  SISTER. 

Warrington,  iSOi  Mo.,  2,  1744— d. 

  As  the  common  centre  of  our  love  is  now, 

alas !  removed,  I  feel  the  sensible  transferring  of  it  to  thee. 
May  it  mutually  increase  between  us !  I  am  sensible  of 
thy  lonely  sitoation, — I  view  it  sometimes  with  secret  and 
strong  sympathy.  I  strongly  hope  encouraging  goodness  may 
attend  ther  tr^  dissipate  the  gloominess  and  pain  that  at  times 
must  and  will  be  about  thee.  Great  is  our  loss,  and  great  is 
the  loss  of  the  Church ;  may  we,  the  ofispring  of  so  worthy  a 
parent,  with  redonUed  care  look  to  that  which  made  him 
usefiil  and  honourable  in  his  station.  My  heart  is  foil  when 
I  consider  things  as  they  are. 

Dear  Sister,  I  advise  thee  to  endearoor  much  after  quiet- 
ness in  heart  and  mmd.  I  know  thy  prudence,  and  that  thy 
cheerful  countenance  often  covers  a  pained  mind;  thou  hast 
yet  some  left  that  love  thee — some  relations  that  are  not  a 
dishonour  to  the  cause  of  truth  our  Father  promoted,  and  that 
are  pleased  to  have  such  a  relation,  and  would  give  all  the 
evidence  they  could  of  it. 

S.  F. 
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DuBiNO  sereral  of  the  years  sncceeding  the  decease  of  his 
Father,  there  is  but  little  left  on  record  of  the  labouis  or  cor* 
respoodence  of  Samuel  Fothbrgill.  Yet»  neither  during 
this  period,  nor  in  any  other  after  he  had  embarked  in  the 
work,  conld  he  be  numbered  amongst  the  slothful  or  the 
indifferent 

He  had  early  attained  to  a  high  and  settled  standing  as  a 
minister,  and  his  faithfulness  aod  diligence  were  manifested, 
not  only  in  those  more  extended  services  which  he  performed 

witli  the  certificate  of  the  monthly  meeting,  and  in  the 
rc^lar  attendance  of,  and  services  in,  ihc  hk  (  tinp^s  for 
worship  and  lor  discipline,  of  v?hich  he  was  strictly  a  incin- 
ber ;  but  he  also  very  frequently  visited  those  of  the  adjacent 
or  more  distant  counties;  as  the  circular  or  local  yearly 
meetings,  which  were  then  held  in  several  parts  of  the 
nation — those  called  General  Meetings,  and  tlu  Yearly 
Meeting  in  London.  His  company  was  much  solicited,  and 
verj'  often  given,  at  funerals  and  on  other  ])nblic  occasions. 
The  practice  of  attending  at  such  limes,  even  at  a  consider- 
able distance,  being  much  more  common  in  his  day  than  it 
has  become  of  later  years. 

He  considered  it  a  part  of  his  christian  duty,  as  a  minister 
of  the  gospel,  to  make  use  of  every  occa^^ion  in  his  power  to 
advocate  and  promote  the  cause  of  truth  and  righteousness; 
to  this  he  was  devoted — ^to  this  he  gave  up  much  of  bis  time 
and  his  substance — ^and  to  this  he  was  ever  ready  to  sacrifice 
his  ease  and  his  strength;  great  was  his  zeal,  and  it  fre- 
quently led  him  into  much  exertion  and  fatigue,  whereby  his 
bodily  powers  were  greatly  exhausted. 
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The  Dfttiml  energy  of  Ids  cbaiacter  was  exhibited  herdo, 

and  was  also  developed  in  his  ministry;  in  whieb  he  was 

frequently  led  on  in  a  strain  of  deep  and  fervid  eloquence, 
accompanied  by  the  demonstration  of  power  which  made 
8tron(7  impressions  on  the  minds  of  his  hearers;  thoroughly 
convinced  himself  of  the  great  truths  he  had  to  declare,  he 
desired  that  similar  conviction  should  be  wrought  in  the 
hearts  of  his  auditors. 

Tn  1745  he  atteiidt  d  the  Northern  Yearly  Meeting,  held  at 
Kendal ;  also  the  Yearly  Meeting  in  Loudon.  His  wife  had 
a  certificate  to  visit  Scotland,  and  some  parts  of  the  north  of 
Kii^iand,  but  on  account  of  the  political  troubles  which  pre- 
vailed, owing  to  the  irruption  of  the  Scots  into  England^  her 
visit  was  delayed  until  the  following  year. 

DOCTOR  F0THER61LL  TO  JOSHUA  TOFT.« 

London,  4th  Mo.,  2nd,  1740. 

Those  that  are  at  heart  concerned  for  the  welfiure 
of  the  Society,  cannot  but  be  desiions  of  kno^ng  a  tittle  of 
what  has  passed  amongst  us  upon  the  late  solemn  occasion 

•  Joshua  Toit  was  the  intimate  fiiend  of  Samnd  Fotbeigill,  and 
his  "  feUow-hboQier  m  the  gospel  of  Christ.''  He  bad  yielded  in 
very  eariy  life  to  the  power  and  inflaenoe  of  Truth,  and  was  united 
in  religious  membership  with  the  Society  of  Friends.  When  in 
the  strength  of  his  days,  and  extensively  engaged  in  a  lucrative 
business,  which  promised  to  yield  him  abundance  of  wealth,  being 
content  with  the  moderate  competency  ah-eady  acquired,  he,  with 
noble  resolution,  declined  trade,  that  he  mlfrht  more  fully  devote 
himself  to  bis  Lord  and  Master's  service  in  the  gospel  ministry,  into 
which  he  had  been  called  about  the  thirty-second  year  of  his  a*^. 
In  this  he  diligently  and  faithfully  laboured  many  years,  and  tra« 
veiled  much  in  various  parts  of  the  nation. 

For  more  than  fourteen  years  of  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  he  u  as 
deprived  of  his  sicfht.  This,  with  other  bodily  afflictions,  he  bore 
with  much  patienc*-  and  resirjnatioTi  A  short  time  before  his 
death,  he  said  he  bad  received  much  consolation  from  a  most 
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[the  YetAy  Maetbg].  We  should  nuiij  of  us  have  been  glad 
to  bare  seen  tbee  witb  lu,  bat  as  I  hope  <hai  thoa  wast  quite 
easy  m  staying  away,  we  ought  to  think  it  was  thy  place, 
and  therefoie  aequiesee.  .^.....llioii  wilt  probably  bare  heaid 
that  an  address  to  the  King  was  veiy  early  proposed  to  the 
meeting,  and,  as  most  of  those  Friends  who  were  looked 
upon  as  capable  of  advising  were  previously  consulted,  it 
was  soon  agreed  to.  I  thought  the  proper  time  was  elapsed ; 
had  I  been  present,  I  believe  I  sliould  have  said  so  much  ; 
but  an  address  w  us  ordered  to  be  drawn,  and  after  a  great 
deal  of  time  spent  upon  it,  the  draft  was  brought  in,  and  almost 
uiumiujoiisly  agreed  to.*  It  was  presented  yesterday,  by 
several  Friends,  and  received  iu  a  manner  that  left  them  no 
room  to  doubt  of  its  being  highly  acceptable.  The  Duke  of 
Graft  on  was  ordered  by  the  King  to  go  out  and  tell  the 
Friends,  that  he  had  not  received  one  address  that  had  given 
him  more  satisfaction,  and  thai  they  might  assure  their 
Friends  of  it.  There  was  not  much  business  out  of  the 
ordinary  course  that  presented  itself,  nor  any  occasion  given 
for  long  debates. 

I  know  not  whether  I  am  in  any  condition  to  give  thee 
an  account  of  the  other  meetings:  in  some,  things  went 
well|  in  others  not  entirely  to  satisfaction.  Sometimes  too 
great  a  loose  is  given  to  words.  Plain,  simple  truth  needs 
little  decoration;  it  strikes  the  mind  disposed  to  receive  it 
to  advantage  more  forcibly  than  the  greatest  eloquence.  A 
psrade  of  words,  indeed^  bewitehes  the  hearers^  and  makes 
them  admire  and  praise,  and  at  length  puff  up  the  poor 
instrument  if  possible.  We  are  all  susceptible,  in  some 
degree,  of  these  impressions,  unless  we  are  upon  the  strictest 
guard.  J  p 

gracious  promise  <  \t<  nded  to  bim,  "I  have  been  with  thee,  I  am 
with  thee,  and  I  will  be  with  thee," 

He  died  at  his  house  at  Hare-gate,  near  Leek,  the  lt>th  of  the 
8th  Month,  17f)0,  aged  upwards  of  80,  a  minister  48  years. 

*  This  was  an  address  to  George  II.,  on  the  suppression  of  the 
rebeUioD  of  1 746. 
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In  the  year  1746,  Samuel  Fothergill  paid  a  religious  visit 
to  Cumberland  and  Scotland ;  io  the  following  year  he  was 
engaged  in  a  visit  to  friends  in  WaT\\  ickshire,  Oxford.sliiie, 
and  London:  during  this  journey  he  alU  iuled  the  Circular 
Yearly  Meeting  held  at  Leominster,  wbicli  he  mentions  in 
one  of  the  following  letters.  His  wife  also  visited  Worcester- 
shire and  Gloucestershire. 

In  1748  he  paid  a  visit  to  Friends  in  Cumberland,  and  also 
to  the  city  of  Bristol. 

DOCTOR  FOTHERGILL  TO  HIS  SISTER. 

8th  Mo.,  23,  1746. 

There  are  times  when  w6  816  drawn  to  retuementy 
and  it  is  made  beneficial  to  us ;  we  leave  it  with  cheerfulness, 
and  the  mind  is  relieved  and  comforted.  TheBo  should  ever 
be  embraced,  and  the  disposition  to  improve  them  should  be 
carefiiDy  cultivated.  But  as  nothing  is  so  painful  to  our- 
selves, or  makes  us  so  uneasy  to  others,  as  indulging  eating 
cares,  so  we  should  be  for  ever  on  our  guard  gainst  them. 

 I  often  reflect,  that  I  know  not  what  is  best  for 

me;  the  most  flattering  prospects  may  be  aUended  with 
dangers  that  I  cannot  see,  aiul  it  is  therefore  in  kindness 
that  Heaven  witlihulds  them  from  me.  I  am  already  too 
much  retarded  in  my  pursuits  after  v\1k\1  alone  can  make 
mankind  truly  happy  ;  if  I  have  more  difiiculties,  my  ])rogress 
must  be  still  less.  Thus  I  argue,  and  thus  I  think,  when  the 
best  mind  is  uppermost ;  but  this  true  bias,  how  often  is  it 
perverted  by  unworthy  objects ! 

 Brother  Samuel  wrote  to  me  from  Durham.  His 

letter  gave  me  great  satisfaction;  it  spoke  bis  father*s 
language  in  bis  father's  spirit ;  and  may  he  ever  be  clothed 
with  it! 

 I  sate  the  little  meeting  at  Knaresboro".   In  the 

evening  I  went  to  the  place  where  the  remains  of  our  dear 
father  were  laid,  and  though  I  could  not  join  you  in  perfonn- 
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ing  the  office  of  a  child,*  yet  I  felt  then,  what  you  had  felt 
hefore. 

I  could  Dot  have  been  fully  satisfied  with  my  journey 
without  some  such  opportunity. 

L  F. 

SAMLEL  FOTHEKGILL  TO  LAWFORD  GODFREY.f 

10th  Mo.,  nth,  1747. 

My  mind  was  reverently  liumbled  before  the 
Almighty,  during  the  course  of  that  solcmmly  at  Leominster, 
and  under  a  lively  sense  of  the  extensions  of  a  regard, 
ancient  and  new,  tbat  He  who  is  the  author  of  our  being,  the 
author  of  our  happiness,  is  not  only  ours  who  have  been  so 
eminently  visited,  but  is  the  safety  of  an  alienated  world,  in 
the  reconciling  and  restoring  it  to  himself.  For  this  end  we 
know  he  immediately  reaches  to  the  nnnds  of  mankind,  and, 
having  led  a  remnant  into  a  living  experience,  through  faith 
in  his  name,  that  he  is  Jeho^  nli,  great  in  council,  and  mighty 
in  power,  he  hath  enabled  them  to  be  co-workers  together 
with  himself,  for  the  cultivation  of  their  own  vineyards,  and, 
through  a  diversity  of  instmmentB,  and  variety  of  gifts,  to  be 
as  the  voice  of  one  crying  in  the  wilderness  of  this  apostap 
tized  generation,  Prepare  ye  the  way  of  the  Lord,  make 
his  path  straight'*  The  unity  of  theae  labourera,  in  the  pro- 
motion of  this  glorious  work,  is  great,  and  unto  strangers 
incomprehensible!  but,  being  baptized  by  one  Lord^  into  a 
most  holy  faith,  some  are  builders,  some  hewers  of  stones, 
some  diggers  of  them,  as  out  of  the  earth,  and  some  others 
more  immediately  bearers  of  burthens, — each  led  into  their 
respective  services  by  the  great  Architect,  and  directed  to 
proceed  therein  through  the  continuance  of  the  same  wisdom, 

*  In  attending  at  the  intemMot. 

f  Lawlbid  Godffey  resided  at  Exeter,  and  died  in  that  city,  on 
tbe  10th  of  the  11th  Month,  1747,  aged  66,  a  minister  nearly  40 
years. 
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as  fellow-servants  in  the  cause  oi  ( xorl  A  concern  for  its  pro- 
motion, and  the  mutual  presprvation  one  of  another,  strongly 
and  frequently  prevailed,  and  T  am  persuaded  a  sincere 
regard  for  the  honour  of  tlie  great  Name,  and  travail  for 
Zion's  prosperity,  attended  thy  mind,  and  led  thee,  in  open- 
ings of  divine  counsel,  to  impart  Iby  experience  in  the  work 
of  the  ministry  to  me,  that  have  great  need  of  every  help. 
I  am  thankful  to  the  great  Master  that  we  have  fathers,  as 
well  as  instructors,  in  mercy  continued  amongst  us ;  such  as 
by  a  long  course  of  experience  have  explored  the  great 
mystery  of  godliness  and  ungodliness;  watchmen  that  are 
placed  upon  Zion*s  walls,  whose  trumpets  give  a  certain 
sound.  For  my  own  part,  I  thank  God  he  has  not  left  me 
destitute  of  a  humble  sense  of  my  own  weakness,  and  the 
jeopardies  that  attend  me,  engaging  according  to  his  wisdom, 
by  his  rod  and  his  staff,  to  a  labour  of  soul  to  be  what  I 
ought  to  be,  to  M  my  station,  and  stand  in  my  lot  to  the 
end  of  days. 

There  is  none  knows,  but  the  Lord  and  my  own  soul,  the 
baptisms  wherewith  I  am  at  times  exercised,  nor  the  steps 
I  have  to  tread.  Oh,  that  I  may  be  helped  to  take  heed  to 
the  ministry  of  the  word,  that  in  all  dispensations,  to  myself 
and  others,  I  may  fulfil  it  I  have  had  a  renewed  sense, 
often  comfortably  impressed  on  my  mind,  in  my  late  visit 
and  travail,  thai  Llic  Lord  would  preserve  through  all,  and 
keep  me  to  the  eiui.  Though  my  wa\  be;  lluuugh  the  shadow 
of  death,  I  feel  my  safety  is  in  an  hurablc  walking,  and 
steady  feeling  after  God,  for  renewing  of  bread,  day  after 
day.  Sometimes  his  countenance  is  clouded,  and,  blessed 
be  his  name,  it  is  at  other  times  fairer  than  the  children  of 
men. 

I  sat  down  with  my  spirit  bowed  in  gospel  fellowship  with 
the  true  followers  of  the  Lamb;  T  knew  not  uhat  I  might 
offer  with  respect  to  words.  May  our  dwelling  be  iu  that, 
which  no  language  can  fully  express,  and  our  correspond- 
ence, though  not  with  the  ornamental  arrangement  of  words 
or  expressions,  tend  to  stir  up  reciprocally  the  pure  mind. 
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I  ani)  with  tbe  salutation  of  stnmgest  affection,  that  is 
ererlasting  in  dntation,  and  unchangeable  in  its  nature, 

Thy  brother  and  tblUnv-suirercr  in  the  patience  and 
tribulation  of  Cbribt'^  kingdom, 

SaHUKL  FOTHBROII.L, 

SAMUEL  FOTIIERGILL  TO  JOSHUA  lOFl'. 

Warrington,  6th  Mo.,  19,  1748. 

Tliis  summer  1  have  made  an  excursion  lo  Scar- 
borough, and  amongst  the  meetings  of  friends  on  the  eastern 
shore  of  Yorkshire.  The  consciousness  of  an  honest  inten- 
tion, and  of  room  for  the  testimony  amongst  those  without, 
together  with  evident  tokens  of  the  Great  Master's  regard, 
afforded,  and  still  doth,  a  lively  degree  of  satisfaction  and 
comfort;  but  to  view  the  state  of  the  Church  in  sundry 
places,  particularly  in  ,  gives  a  good  deal  of  pain : 

some  few  keep  their  places,  but  the  generality  are  the  most 
insensible^  unfeeling  people  I  ever  was  concerned  amongst. 

The  meetings  there  were  large  and  peaceable,  and  to  my 
satisfaction  in  respect  to  those  not  of  our  Society.  I  relumed 
by  the  Yearly  Meeting  at  Pickering,  which  was  very  large, 
and  Friends  told  me,  the  greatest  they  had  had  for  some 
years ;  but  as  it  has  overgrown  its  service,  and  many  come 
to  it  for  no  better  purpose  than  drunkenness  and  revelling, 
I  believe  this  was  the  last  that  will  be  held  there.  Marsden 
Height*  meeting,  I  hear,  was  remarkably  large,  but  I  fear 
not  altogether  satisfactory,  I  bad  great  hopes  thou  would 
have  been  there. 

8.  F. 

In  the  year  1749,  Samuel  Fothergill  again  visited  some  of 
the  midland  counties^  and  the  city  of  London ;  he  afterwards 

*  This  was  one  of  ihmo  called  General  Mcetinirs.  tht^n  annually 
held,  and  of  which  8.  Fothergill  was  a  very  frequent  atleoder. 
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extended  his  services  into  some  parts  of  the  south  and  west 
of  England ;  and  was  also  at  the  Yearly  Meeting  for  Wales, 
held  at  Haverfordwest ;  thence  we  went  to  Swansea,  to  attend 
the  burial  of  his  friend  Benjamin  Holme,  who,  being  on  his 
way  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  for  Wales,  was  taken  ill  at  the 
house  of  Paul  Beran,  in  Swansea,  and  there  he  departed  this 
life,  on  the  14th  of  1?nd  month)  1749,  aged  67  years.  So 
early  in  life  had  he  entered  on  the  ministry,  that  he  had 
heei)  eugagti-l  iu  it  tor  \  urirs,  and  liad  travelled  in  that 
service  when  uiily  17  years  ul  aj^e,  with  Josepli  Kirkbride 
and  Leonard  Fell.  lie  was  much  devoted  to  the  service  of 
truth,  and  laboured  therein  almost  incessantly  ;  and  as  he 
lived,  so  he  died, —  a  patteni  of  meekness  and  innocency. 
fSee  an  Account  of  his  Life  and  Travels.    London,  1753 J 

In  1750,  Samuel  Folherpill  attended  the  National  Meeting 
for  Ireland,  held  in  Dublin,  and  in  1752  he  paid  another 
visit  to  the  city  of  Bristol.  In  most  of  Uiese  years  he  attended 
the  Yearly  Meeting  in  London. 

SAMUEL  F0TBER6ILL  TO  HIS  BROTHER  JOHN. 

Warrington,  lOih  Mo.,  Sth,  1750. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  thy  fears  respecting  the  improve- 
ment of  Friends,  where  I  have  been,  so  jnstly  founded;  too 
little  proper  thoughtfulness  is  amongst  them ;  large  fortunes, 
and  religious  profession,  the  fruits  of  their  fathers*  industry 
and  real  experience,  have  had  an  unhappy  effect  upon  many 
of  them,  and  introduced  a  mixture  of  })nde  and  indolence 
that  is  no-uays  consistent  with  inward  relitJ:ioiis  growth,  to 
which  the  far  greater  part  of  them  are  no-way  attentive. 

Notwithstanding  the  de])lorable  state  of  the  Church  there, 
yet  the  strong  reaches  oi  inward  help  are  extended  towards 
them  ;  tlie  God  of  their  fathers  remembers  his  covenant 
made  vMih  them,  and  waits  to  bless  iheir  ofi'spring;  by  the 
same  means,  the  righteous  in  (  \  (  i  \  n^e  have  been  made 
happy ;  the  u?)doubled  sense  I  had  given  nie  of  the  merciful 
regard  and  gracious  loug-sufleriug  of  the  God  of  mercy. 
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strongly  comforted  me ;  yet  apropoitioiiate  fear  often  attended, 
lest  disregarded  visitations,  and  touches  of  inward  Tirtue 
overlooked,  might  issue  in  almost  total  subirersion  of  a  people, 
with  whom  heavenly  favour  had  manifeatlj  dwelt*  My  soul 
was  often  strongly  moved  to  pay  them  a  visit  for  some  time 
pasty  and  I  did  not  fhlly  give  np  to  it  until  the  sixth  day 
evening  before  I  went;  my  mind  was  qniet  and  easy,  as  I 
was  resigned.  I  had  a  quick  passage,  though  not  unattended 
with  danger.  That  the  hairs  of  my  head  were  numbered, 
was  given  me  to  believe,  and  that  beyond  a  doubt;  I  said 
with  reverence,  Good  is  the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  was  as 
calm  and  quiet  as  at  any  time  of  my  religious  experience. 
We  came  safe  to  Dublin.  The  meeting  for  ministers  and 
elders  was  held  on  4tli  day,  and  was  very  small  and  poor; 
the  meetings  for  worship  were  held  in  the  forenoons  of  the 
two  follow lug  daws,  and  the  meetings  for  discipline  in  the 
afternoons  of  the  same,  in  which  time  their  business  was 
finished. 

Their  discipline  is  jusl;  nothing  inferior  to  oui^s  in  the 
north,  and  there  arc  a  few  hands  tliat  are  strong  and  active 
in  it,  and  studious  to  rouder  it  effectual  to  answer  the  end  of 
its  instilntioii.  The  a])pearance  of  Friends  from  Ijcinster 
province  was  considerable  ;  from  the  province  of  Ulster  only 
four  Friends ;  from  tiie  province  of  Munster  not  one,  which 
occasioned  a  hesitation,  in  the  opening  of  the  meeting  of 
business,  whether  they  could  proceed  to  act,  as  they  wanted 
representattves  from  one-third  of  their  body;  but  as  the 
Munster  Friends  had  written  an  account  of  the  state  of  their 
province  to  the  National  Meeting,  it  was  accepted,  and 
Friends  were  easy  to  proceed. 

The  state  of  the  Church  gave  great  concern  to  many  there, 
and  a  warm,  affectionate  epistle  was  sent  to  the  Particular 
Meetings,  into  which  I  threw  a  few  things  that  had  some 
weight  with  me.  The  concluding  meeting  for  ministers  and 
elders  was  held  on  7th  day,  which  was  solemn  and  bowing; 
the  enUvening,  encouraging  Presence  was  richly  manifested 
to  a  small  handful,  that  seemed  like  the  mournful  prophet 
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under  the  janiper-tree,  and  like  the  small,  very  small  gleaning 
of  the  vintage.  An  eminent  degree  of  the  same  heavenly 
truth  aUciided  us  the  next  mornings  at  onr  public  concluding 
meeting,  \s  hich  was  extremely  large,  and  I  do  not  remember 
ever  more  und  )ii]jt(  d  ])i  oof  of  merciful  condescension.  Many 
that  were  not  ol  our  name  were  there,  and  greatly  reached— 
remember  it,  oh  my  soul,  ^vith  due  reverence  and  gratitude ! 
The  afternoon  was  favoured  with  the  same  truth,  and  was  a 
very  great  mcLting.  The  funeral  of  I'Vancis  Kusseil,  our 
father's  and  my  former  landlord,  occasioned  it  to  he  an 
excessive  crowd,  though  awful,  and  very  quiet.  MccUngs 
every  day,  and  the  close,  heavy  air  of  the  city,  had  destroyed 
my  natural  abilities;  my  rest  and  appetite  almost  gone,  I 
was  obliged  that  evening  to  take  coach  and  go  to  a  Friend's 
country  house.  I  returned  much  better  nest  mommg, 
attended  the  quarterly  meeting  for  young  people  the  same 
day,  whicli  was  large  and  satisfactory.  Next  morning  I  set 
out  with  Samuel  Watson  and  Robert  Lecky  to  go  into  tbe 
country — to  Kilconner,  to  see  Abigail  Watson,  who  is 
poorly  in  bealtii,  but  lively  in  tbe  best  respects,  and  full  of 
the  beavenly  dew  of  her  youth.  She  mentioned  thee  often, 
and  with  great  esteem,  and  desired  ber  dear  love  to  thee, 
and  that  I  would  let  thee  know  a  few  lines  from  thee  would 
revive  her  much. 

On  my  return  to  Dublin,  I  went  to  see  some  other  sick 
Friends,  with  a  mind  filled  with  awful  reverence  for  mercies 
daily  renewed,  and  a  continued  sense  of  daily  support.  Spent 
a  space  of  time  with  some  Friends  at  John  Barclay's  on  3rd 
day,  in  which  the  humbling  presence  united  us,  and  strong 
cries  ascended  for  mutual  preservation  in  his  fear  and  favour; 
his  canopy  was  over  us,  aud  Ik  K  d  us  to  his  banqueting- 
house.  Afterwards  I  went  on  board,  and,  after  forty-six  hours 
al  sea,  came  safe  to  Liverpool,  on  the  30tii  ultimo. 

Thus,  my  dear  brother,  I  have  given  thee  a  recital  (pro- 
bably tedious)  of  a  few  weeks'  oceurrences,  which  I  hope 
not  to  forget;  I  have  rca])ed  benefit  myself,  and  I  hope 
others  likewise;  faithfulness  is  the  way  to  profit,  and  to 
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renew  life  and  strength;  though  w©  are  weak  and  poor,  infi- 
nite strenglh  and  riches  humbles  Himself  to  our  wants,  and 
will  ever  regard  us  with  mercy,  whilst  we  regard  him  with 
sincerity. 

I  salute  thco  and  dear  sister  most  aticctionately ;  may  we 
live  to  Ilim  who  hath  inwardly  quickened  us,  that  the  bless- 
ing of  preservation  may  rest  upon  us,  through  all  the  mazes 
of  our  probation,  to  an  inheritance  in  everlasting  quiet 

I  am  jom^s,  in  ao  union  more  near  than  the  ties  of  nature, 

S.  F. 


THOMAS  GEEER  TO  SAMUEL  FOTUEROILL. 

Dungannon,  9th  Mo.,  18th,  17^. 

Glad  would  I  hare  been  to  bave  had  a  litUe  con- 
renation  with  thee  when  in  Dublin,  at  the  late  National 
Meeting ;  but  that  not  being  the  case,  I  now  writo,  in  the 
freedom  of  that  love  that  in  thy  former  visit  to  this  nation 
nearly  united  mj  spirit  to  thee,  for  which  I  have  been  many 
times  thankful  to  the  Author  of  my  life,  in  that  he  was 
graciously  pleased  (tlirough  thy  ministry)  to  make  such  an 
impression  on  my  spirit  as  I  hope  will  never  be  eflaced.  Oh  ! 
may  I  never  forget  his  paternal  care  over  me,  when  equipped 
with  the  wings  of  vanity,  1  was  ilyiug  into  folly;  even  then 
was  he  pleased  to  speak,  in  a  language  too  powerful  to  be 
gainsay cd,  —  Young  man,  whither  goest  thou  ?  May  it  indeed 
be  engraven  as  on  the  palms  of  ray  hands ;  tViis  unparalleled 
condescension,  may  it  ever  renew  in  me  a  huinblf  athing 
in  my  sonl  that  he  mrtv  be  ])lonsed  so  to  strpngthcn  and  sup- 
port ijio,  through  the  various  vicissitudes  that  attend  this  life, 
that  1  may  be  enabled  to  live  to  his  honour,  for  which  great 
purpose  T  am  satisfied  mankind  first  had  and  have  their  exist- 
ence; but  alas!  bow  liable  is  depraved  man  to  mistake  the 
matter  of  greatest  importance,  and  choose  rather  to  live  to 
himself,  and  to  the  gratification  of  a  carnal,  degenerate  mind. 
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than  to  the  glory  of  that  Being  that  furmed  hiiii,  aud  seeks 
his  eternal  happiness. 

Much  bath  been  the  labour  of  love  that  has  been  bestowed 
upon  this  poor,  uulhanklul  island,  and  many  have  been  the 
faithful  labourers  who  have  been  sent  amongst  us,  both  from 
En^lnnd  and  other  parts,  for  which  favours  all  who  have  any 
degree  of  life  cannot  but  be  thankful ;  also  for  its  being  put 
into  thy  heart  to  visit  us  at  the  late  hali-year's  meetuig,  at  this 
time  of  inward  poverty  and  affliction  of  mind  to  some  whose 
faces  are,  I  trust,  turned  Zi  onwards,  on  account  of  the  undue 
liberty  taken  by  many  of  the  youth ;  and  the  love  of  Ibe 
world  and  earthly-roindedness,  it  is  to  be  feared,  have  over- 
taken many,  who,  if  they  had  kept  their  places,  might  have 
been  by  this  time  as  stakes  in  Zion's  walls. 

May  the  design  of  an  all-wise  Providence,  in  sending  thee 
amongst  us  at  this  time,  be  fully  answmd,  by  every  one  who 
has  been  favoured  with  having  onr  eonditions  opened,  in  the 
demonstration  of  the  Spirit  and  with  power,  (for  certainly 
the  Gospel  trumpet  hath  given  a  certain  soimd,)  becoming 
so  wise  as  to  lepair  to  the  battle  

Thomas  Greek. 

8AMUEL  FOTHBRGIU.  TO  THOMAS  ORBER. 

Warrington,  11th  Mo.,  20,  1750. 

I  received,  in  Dublin,  a  letter  hum  lliee,  which 
gave  me  satisfaction ;  and  1  rejoice  in  this,  lliat  the  Lord  of 
heaven  and  earth  is  visiting  by  bis  truth  and  vvdikiiig  by  ins 
power  to  IjL'get  into  liis  heavenly  family,  and  bless  ]ieople 
with  that  which  conveys  all  the  happiness  mankind  ever 
did,  must  now,  or  hereafter  ever  can  taste.  Too  many  are 
insensible  of  it,  and  others  too  lazy  to  be  religions  as  they 
ought ;  but  it  is  our  interest  to  pursue  our  own  peace,  and 
transmit  to  others  examples,  how  great  and  excellent  a  thing 
it  is  to  be  true  subjects  of  Christ's  kingdom,  and  baptized 
into  his  nature,  and  therno  to  abide.   Great  has  been  his 
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merey,  in  visitiDg  our  souls  witli  his  blessed  truth ;  aud  it 
highly  beboTes  ns  to  vateh  witb  all  diligence  lest  we  render 
it  frastrate.  This  is  our  duty, — to  look  to  him  daily.  This 
comprehends  all.  Here  is  our  strength  and  safety;  other 
stays,  or  temporary  helps,  will  fail,  and  leave  us  destitute 
and  inwardly  lean.  Oh!  tli  ere  fore,  romcuiLer  (iUcii  the  dew 
of  thy  youth,  the  tenderness  of  thy  heart  when  first  met  with. 
Cherish  in  thy  soul  the  fresh  instances  of  regard ;  and  be  it 
thy  care  inwardly  to  look  and  live  to  the  Lord;  so  shall  thy 
hands  bo  made  strong,  aud  thy  head  kept  above  the  waters. 
There  is  a  spirit  that  is  gone  forth  into  tlie  camp,  and  is 
s])]ciididly  delusive.  It  delights  in  good  words,  and  feeds 
upon  them  ;  it  cries  out,  "  Help,  help,"  but  ])rincipally  to 
the  servant,  not  to  the  Master.  This  spirit  leads  into  notions ; 
it  snuffs  up  the  wind,  and  lives  in  commotions  itself  raises : 
all  that  are  led  by  it  are  superficial  and  know  nothing,  and 
must  lie  down  in  sorrow.  That  Holy  Spirit,  which  was  and 
is  the  ground  for  ever,  (which,  I  trust,  has  reached  thy 
heart,)  is  a  substantial,  operative  principle;  its  directions 
are  not  imaginary,  nor  its  doctrines  loose  and  determinate ; 
but  it  is  light  and  life  to  its  possessors,  and  causes  them  to 
inherit  substance;  it  teaches  access  in  heart  to  that  God 
whose  attributes  cannot  be  defined  fully;  bat  experience 
teaches  them  it  b  kind  to  men,  supplying  their  wants,  sup- 
porting th^r  steps,  opening  their  understanding  to  those 
divine  truths  that  are  higher  than  human  wisdom  can  trace, 
and  deeper  than  all  its  penetration  can  explore.  Dear 
friend,  let  us  wait  for  this  wisdom ;  let  this  Spirit  be  leaned 
upon  abore  all:  this  will  help  ns  to  stand  upright,  and  walk 
steadily  in  the  faith  deliyered  to  the  saints ;  retirement  will 
be  pleasant ;  in  meetings  and  out  of  meetings,  the  inward 
feeling  after  divine  power,  to  live  and  act  to  God's  honour 
and  our  own  preservation,  will  be  dear  and  precious  to  us ; 
and  lie  that  delights  to  hear  the  language  of  his  children 
will  not  be  slack  in  the  performance  of  his  gracious  pro- 
mises. I  found  the  firee  salutation  of  pure  love  in  my  heart 
towards  thee ;  and  earnestly  entreat  thee  to  abide  stcdfast 
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in  the  truth;  feel  ftfter  it;  live  in  it;  hope  fbr  its  salvation, 
and  it  will  never  fail.  I  salate  thee  in  the  love  and  affection 
of  Christy  our  holy  and  blessed  helper,  and  remain  thy  faith- 
fill  friend, 

S.  F. 


MARY  PEISLBY*  TO  SAMUEL  FOTHBROILL. 

Paddock,  11th  Mo.,  28,  1750. 

Thy  lines  carry  with  them  the  reaching,  convincing 
evidence  of  that  soft,  sympathetic  union,  to  which  the  world 
are  strangers :  they  lieilhcr  know  nor  intermeddle  with  Uiese 
joys,  the  feeling  sense  of  which,  when  I  received  thy  letter, 
meiled  luy  lieart  into  tenderness,  and  bowed  my  s])irit  in 
reverence  before  the  God  and  Father  of  all  nitn  t  ifs,  to  reflect 
that  he,  the  high  and  holy  One,  wlio  inhabits  eternil} ,  !<l)ould 
condescend  to  the  low  estate  of  his  ]joor  unworthy  handmaid, 
to  bring  her  into  the  glorious  fellowship  which  is  with  him 
and  his  dear  Son,  a  secret  union  and  communion  with  the 
saints  in  light;  that  I,  the  least  of  them  all,  should  be  made 
a  sensible  partaker  of  these  blessed  privileges,  and  be  made 
present  in  spirit  with  his  dear  servants,  though  absent  in 
body.  Oh !  may  It  during  the  residue  of  my  weary  pilgrimage 
here,  walk  more  worthy  of  the  vocation  appointed  me,  so  that, 
with  the  Lord^s  chosen  servants,  I  may  finish  my  eonne  with 
joy. 

It  gave  me  eoncem  to  hear  of  thy  indisposition,  which  I 
do  not  wonder  at,  considering  thy  labours  amongst  us ;  but 
humbly  hope  thou  wilt  be  spared,  and  raised  up  for  future 
service,  to  which  mayest  thou*be  made  truly  wiUmg  in  the 
day  of  Ood*8  power,  though  it  must  be  confessed  it  is  a 
dangerous  and  difficult  time  to  go  a  warfare  in ;  but  it  is  not 

*  Mary  Pddey  was  a  well-esteemed  minister.  She  visited 
America  in  company  with  Catharine  Payton.  She  was  subse- 
quently married  to  Samuel  Ncale,  and  three  days  aftenvaids,  viz., 
on  the  20Ui  of  3d  Mo.,  1757,  she  departed  this  hfe. 
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at  our  own  expense,  for  greater  is  He  that  is  in  and  with  us 
tlian  lie  that  is  in  the  world. 

Do,  dear  friend,  write  freely ;  and  if  thou  bast  observed 
any  thing  in  my  conduct  that  thou  thinks  reprovable,  do 
not  spare  me,  lor  1  know  that  I  want  help. 

Mabt  Fbislbt. 

samuel  fotuergill  to  catherine  payton.« 

Warrington,  8rd  Mo.,  1751. 

I  received  Ihy  brother's  letter,  intimating  thy 
thoughts  of  going  over  to  the  Half  Year's  Meeting,  at 
Dublin,  and  T  sincerely  wish  thee  a  pood  journey,  and 
pray  that  the  preserving  hand  may  ever  sustain  thee,  and 
keep  thee  dependent  upon  himself :  by  no  otlier  means  are 
we  likely  to  be  kept  properly ;  and  various  humbling  times 
attend  the  true  faithful  labourers  in  the  Lord's  vineyardy 
that  keep  company  with  the  true  seed,  in  suffering,  and 
only  reign  by  it;  the  applause  of  the  injudicious  has  hurt 
some,  and  greatly  embarrassed  many,  in  that  kingdom ;  and^ 
therefore,  keep  thy  eye  single.  As  the  Lord  has  given  thee 
a  ifood  gift^  and  entrusted  thee  with  several  talents,  then 
art  loucUy  called  upon  to  diligent  improvement,  and  that 
ean  only  be  by  virtue  of  the  renewing  of  strength  from  his 
hand,  and  holy  feeding  at  his  table;  thus  thou  wilt  be 
preserved  in  dominion  over  all  that  which  would  lift  up, 

*  For  many  years  an  intimate  friend shi])  and  frequent  corres- 
pondence was  maintaiDed  between  8.  Fothergill  mrl  Catharine 
Payton.  She  was  the  daagfater  of  Henry  and  Ann  Payton,  of 
Dudley.  When  about  twenty-two  years  of  age,  she  came  forth 
in  the  ministry,  and  in  the  exercise  of  this  gift  travelled  much, 
in  most  parts  of  Enirland  and  Seotlaad;  also  in  Ireland,  America, 
and  Holland.  In  1772  she  was  married  to  William  Phillips,  of 
Cornwall,  and  died  in  that  county,  in  the  Bth  month,  1794,  aged 
68  yean,  a  mmiiter  46  yeais. — Stt  Memoin  of  Ur  Lift.  Londmi, 
1797. 
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and  over  that  wbich  would  cast  down,  and  the  name  of 
our  jealous  God  will  be  hononredy  and  the  gain  consecrated 
to  him.  Andy  dear  Kitty,  bear  thy  testimony  against 
haughtiness  and  Inzuiy, by  a  humble,  watchful  conduct:  be 
not  led  by  them  out  of  the  leadings  of  truth,  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  large  meetings  in  court  htnuet,  &c.,  for,  in  this  respect, 
I  am  sensible  there  is  some  danger,  unless,  really,  the  reiy 
burden  of  the  word  be  upon  thee,  and  I  would  by  no  means 
have  the  faithful  labourer  in  that  ability  discouraged.  I  would 
have  thee  be  tender  in  the  choice  of  a  companion ;  if  one 
fall  to  thy  share,  let  her  be  one  to  help  spiritually,  and  not 
to  hinder  thee  by  any  disagreeable  demeanoar.  My  afTec- 
tion  strongly  attends,  and  craves  the  presence  of  Almighty 
God  may  be  thy  guard  and  companion ;  live  in  it,  seek 
after  the  ciilaigciiKnt  of  it,  by  waiUug  for  daily  sustenance 
from  it ;  and  the  God  of  in\  life  keep  us  both  chaste  in  our 
mind,  to  him  whose  we  are,  aud  ought  to  serve  with  the 
spirit  of  our  miuds. 

S.  F. 


SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  HIS  BROTHER  JOHN. 

Warrington,  7th  Mo.,  14th,  1751. 

 Yesterday  I  attended  the  funeral  of  Peter 

Leadbeater,  of  Chester,  who,  by  a  fall  on  third  day,  fractured 
his  situll,  and  died  next  day, — a  man  in  many  respects 
worthy  aud  nsefiil,  and  let  his  imperfections  be  buried  with 
him. 

There  was  the  greatest  crowd  I  remember  to  have  seen 
on  such  an  occasion,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  we  got  to 
the  burying-place.  I  received  a  crush  on  my  breast,  in  the 
throng,  I  am  afiraid  won*t  soon  be  forgotten. 

 I  join  thee  in  thankful  acknowledgments  to  the 

Author  of  good,  for  his  signal  favour  in  owning  those  large 
assemblies  with  bis  powerful  truth,  to  the  comfort  of  the 
faithful,  and  the  exaltation  of  his  name  amongst  the  people. 
Oh  I  that  the  sense  of  general  and  particular  favours  may 
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be  often  revived  in  our  minds,  that  our  souls  may  be 
qnickened  iu  care  to  walk  worthy.  Nothing  ought  to  be 
allowed  in  us  that  leads  to  forget  that  harul  that  is  filled 
with  blessings,  ready  to  dispense  them,  but  expects  grateful 
returns. 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTHEKGILL  TO  SARAH  BROWN.* 

Wanington,  let  Mo.,  20Ui,  1752. 

I  doubt  Dot  but  tlie  same  conveyance  that  brings 
this,  will  bring  some  account  of  thy  dear  and  worthy  father, 
whom  I  saw  at  Liver|)ool,  (jn  his  u  ay  to  Ireland,  a  few 
weeks  ago,  in  jiretty  good  health,  and  alive  and  cheerful  in 
his  labour,  in  which  he  has  been  closely  concerned,  and 
1  hope  to  good  .service  in  divers  respects ;  doubtless  to  his 
own  great  peace,  and  uniting  hiui  in  heart  to  the  laiLlifnl. 

In  the  freedom  we  had  to  each  other,  he  imparled  to  mc 
one  or  two  of  thy  affectionate  letters  to  him,  which  seemed 
to  breathe  strongly  of  the  language  of  tender  atl'ection  to 
him,  and  an  awful  regard  to  the  Heavenly  Father,  and 
has  been  the  means  of  thy  being  often  in  my  very  near 
remembrance,  and  some  desire  attended  to  send  thee  the 
salutation  of  true  love  in  Christ  Jc^^u^,  our  holy  head,  in 
whom  stands  the  fellowship  of  the  family,  the  world  over. 
Great  has  been  thy  advantage,  dear  friend,  in  being 
descended  ffom  worthy  parents,  who,  by  example  and 
precept,  have  sooght  thy  nurture  and  growth  in  the  things 
of  God ;  the  visitation  of  heavenly  light  and  life  has  also 
been  extended,  and  I  hope  in  a  great  and  good  degree 
embraced,  and  has  pointed  out  the  means  of  help,  or  the 
terms  of  happiness,  and  inclined  thy  heart  to  seek  it 

Many  are  the  besetments  and  probations  of  a  mind 
awakened  to  seek  an  inheritance  among  the  blessed,  and 
of  various  kinds  they  are;  but  the  mighty  arm  is  revealed 

*  Daughter  of  William  Brown,  from  America. 
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and  made  bare,  for  all  thoee  that  refose  to  be  comforted 
without  it  Many  are  the  low  places  the  righteoaa  tread, 
and  in  the  line  of  their  experience  deep  answers  deep; 
some  are  brought  upon  us  through  our  inadyertancy  and 
negligence;  let  us  then  inquire  the  cause^  and  remove  it; 
sometimes  the  heavens  are  made  like  brass  to  us,  to  teach 
us  how  to  want,  and,  like  winter  seasons,  to  strengthen 
our  roots,  that  we  grow  not  to])  heavy ;  but  in  all  things 
our  Heavenly  Father  deals  with  us  tenderly,  and  for  our 
good. 

Let,  therefore,  tliy  attention  be  steady  to  him  for  counsel 
and  guidance,  and  he  will  nut  forsake  thee  in  the  time  of 
thy  secret  bewailings,  but  spread  a  table  for  tliee  in  the 
desert.  Oh !  that  our  youth  miglit  thus  awfully  bow  under 
the  operation  of  the  Lord's  hand,  that  their  minds  might 
be  subject  to  him,  whose  wo  an  ,  and  whom  we  ought  to 
serve  in  the  spirit  of  our  minds.  I  feel  in  my  mind  the 
sympathy  of  the  blessed  covenant,  and  the  spreading  of  the 
Father's  wing  towards  thee|  and  crave  of  the  Almighty  One 
to  have  thee  in  his  keepings  and  of  thee  never  to  forfeit  it 
by  any  means*  He  is  all  sufficient  to  abide  with  thee 
continually. 

He  is  often  with  his  people  when  they  perceive  it  not : 
he  dwells  in  thick  darkness  oilen,  and  was  as  certainly  the 
mighty  help  of  Israel,  when  they  groaned  in  anguish  in 
the  land  of  Egypt,  as  when  the  glory  of  the  Lord  filled  the 
temple^  at  the  feast  of  dedication.  I  commend  thee  to  him, 
seek  him  diligently,  serve  him  honestly,  and  follow  on  to 
know  his  requirings,  with  foil  purpose  of  heart  to  be  foithfol 
thereto ;  and  no  weapon  formed  against  thee  will  prosper, 
nor  any  place  be  allotted  so  low  in  which  the  omnipotent 
arm  will  not  sustain. 

S.  F, 
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SAMUEL  FOTUEKGILL  TO  HIS  SISTER. 

Warrington,  4th  Mo.,  20th,  17S2. 

 I  often  make  myself  a  party  in  idea  in  votir 

converse,  and  with  pleasnrc  I  anticipate  the  satisfaction 
arising  from  a  personal  interview.  Friendship,  founded  on 
its  proper  stable  fouodatioD,  doubtless  affords  the  moet 
sublime  sensible  joy  we  are  capable  of  tasting  here,  and 
is  an  agreeable  earnest  of  that  union  that  inseparably 
connects  the  blessed  spirits  above.  Oh!  beloved  sister, 
how  glorious  is  the  prospect,  but  how  difficult  the  means ! 
But  no  cross,  no  crown ;  and  in  our  Father's  arm  is  erer- 
lasting  strength. 

 I  have  had  much  to  sympathise  with  thee  in  thy 

present  religious  circumstances,  and  it  has  lerived  in  my 
mind,  in  joyous  suffering,  to  endeavour  after  a  peaceable, 
childlike  submission  to  the  Heavenly  Fathers  will;  to  lie 
down  at  his  feet,  in  deep,  resigned  silence,  even  from 
complaint,  has  made  more  for  true  ease,  and  helped  to  a 
profitable  search  into  ourselves  and  Heaven*a  mind. 

I  bdieve  much  deep  travail  attends  thee,  and  an  appre- 
hension of  being  ahnost  alone.  Discourage  not  thyself  at 
this,  nor  pain  thyself  unnecessarily  about  others ;  let  thine 
eye  be  ffi  thy  head  and  to  thy  Helper,  and  his  will  thy 
standard ;  neither  be  di.-couraged,  beloved  sister,  at  the  low 
times  thou  meets  with ;  for  I  am  lidly  satisfied  that  even 
the  strong  men  are  often  bowed  down  deeply ;  and  shall 
the  tender  plant  repine  at  being  shook  by  the  wind  ?  The 
faithfulness  of  unchangeable  helj)  is  such,  as  to  render  us 
safe  in  his  protection,  while  we  seek  to  abide  in  it 

S.  F. 
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SAMUEL  FOTH£RGILL  TO  JOHN  CHURCHMAN, 

\\  .in  iu^^on,  1752. 

I  have  by  do  means  forgotten  thee ;  thou  art  too 
deeply  fixed  in  my  roiod  to  be  easily  displaced.  Thy  affec- 
tionale,  instructive  epistle  from  Comberland,  hath  been 
often  a  means  of  bringing  thee  near  to  my  soul,  and  it  into 
a  reverent  search  and  jealous  care  to  move  right  when  1 
can  move,  and  endeavour  to  stand  safe  at  all  times  by 
standing  out  of  my  own  abilities,  and  in  that  which  comes 
from  God. 

 And  now,  my  dear  friend,  I  ranst  inform  thee 

of  the  principal  reason  of  my  long  silence,  and  the  discon- 
tinuance of  my  correspondence.  I  have  had,  since  my 
return  from  Norwich,  a  very  baptizing  time  of  inward 
distress  and  want,  and  been  brought  very  low  in  mind, 
even  sometimes  almost  to  question  whether  I  had  ever 
been  right,  or  should  ever  be  happy.  I  ever  kept  my 
complaint  secret,  and  my  mouth  in  the  dust,  under  the 
correction  of  my  heavenly  Fatlier's  rod ;  and  he  sometimes 
revives  a  little  hope.  In  ihis  time  of  solitary  distress,  I 
have  observed  some  causes  of  cliastisemcul,  ami  liope  of 
mure  stability  and  faitlilulness  has  attended.  To  sing  I 
could  not;  to  complain  I  durst  not;  to  write  of  religious 
things  was  j)assing  beyond  Llit  line  of  ])rescnt  experience, 
and  tliat  is  sacrilr)[fc.  I  know  thee  so  well  as  to  be  a.ss-urcd 
thou  could  not  relish  such  a  correspondent  j  however,  I 
have  often  remembered  thee  nearly,  and  my  spirit  being 
so  closely  touched  witli  secret  .sympathy  with  thee,  has 
been  some  evidence  that  my  life  is  not  altogether  gone.  I 
salute  thee  and  Mary  Peisley,  wlien  thou  sees  her,  most 
affectionately,  and  am  thy  friend  and  companion  in  the 
tribulations,  and,  may  God  grant  it,  the  patience  of  the 
gospel. 


Digitized  by  Google 


OP  BAMUBL  FOTHRROItL. 


129 


JOHN  CUUKCUMAK  *  TO  SAMU£L  FOTHERGILL. 

Moate,  8th  Mo.,  iStb,  1798. 

Wben,  by  the  secret  touches  of  truth,  we  are  made 
to  feel  and  know  each  other,  though  to  the  outward  entire 
iflnmgerB,  there  is  a  foimdation  of  firiendahip  hud  which  is 
not  eaaalj  erased ;  *tis  hereby  we  know  ourselres  to  be  mem- 
bers one  of  another,  and  cannot  help  at  times  remembering 
each  other,  in  the  participation  of  the  true  communion;  and 
the  humble  address  of  our  souk  is,  that  ourselyes  and  our 
brethren  may  be  presenred  pure,  and,  as  worthy  communi- 
cants presented  before  the  holy  table,  cleansed  from  the  spots 
of  the  world,  and  all  the  crooked  wrinkles  of  self.  We  then 
have  no  thoughts  of  asking  dignities  for  ourselves,  or  for  one 
another,  as  to  sit  on  the  right  hand  or  on  the  left,  but  to  be 
preserved  in  innocency,  aud  to  have  our  names  written,  yea 
recorded,  in  the  Lamb's  book  of  life  ;  an  inlieri lance  to  such 
is  sure  in  life  eterna],  if  lliey  continue  faillilul  unto  death. 

When  w  e  are  humbled  before  our  great  Master,  in  a  sense 
that  his  love  is  lengthened  out  to  his  church  and  pp(  pie,  we 
are  made  willing  to  follow  him  in  the  way  ul  on:  own  duty 
whithersoever  he  leads  us ;  and  j^uod  it  is  to  moid  our  own 
business  properly,  without  thitikiug  ourselves  too  much  alone 
in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  and  others  too  negligent;  or  inquir- 
ing too  busily  into  the  gifts  of  one,  or  be  too  much  concerned 
what  another  shall  do.  These  dispositions  seemed  to  be 
gently  both  reprehended  aud  instructed  by  our  Lord,  in  his 
answers  to  well-meaning  Martha,  when  she  said.  Bid  her 

•  John  Churchman,  of  East  Nottingham,  in  Pennsylvania,  a 
Friend  well  known  by  the  publiabed  account  of  his  life  and  gospel 
labours.  In  the  year  1760,  accompanied  by  William  Brown,  be 
arrived  in  England,  on  a  religious  visit  to  this  nation,  also  visiting 
Ireland  and  Holland.  This  occupied  him  nearly  four  years;  and 
in  1754  he  returned  to  his  native  land.  He  died  on  the  24th  of 
7tb  Mo.,  1775,  aged  nesr  70,  a  minister  about  42  yean. 
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that  she  help  me^  and  to  Peter,  on  his  query,  What  shall 
this  maD  do  ? 

But  when  the  baptizing  virtue  and  power  of  Truth  over- 
shadows our  souls,  we  cannot  help  desiring  that  the  people 

may  keep  their  ranks,  and,  in  sanctiiication  of  both  body  and 
spirit,  stantl  prepared  that  Uic  Lord  may  choose  and  instruct, 
gift  and  qualify,  judges,  counsellors,  rulers,  and  chiefs,  both 
in  tlie  ministry  of  the  Word,  and  in  the  discipiiue  of  his 
Church. 

I  have  been  confined  to  my  room  for  more  than  ten  days, 
by  reaFon  of  a  preat  cold,  taken,  I  suppose,  in  tlie  north,  in 
d;inip  houses  and  cold  beds,  but,  through  the  tender  mercy 
of  kind  Providence,  am  in  a  fair  way  of  recovery.  The 
respite  from  travelling  and  immediate  exercise  has  been  as  a 
rest  to  my  spirit,  which  has  been  preserved  resigned,  and 
mostly  quiet  I  have  often  sought  to  know  mine  own  imper- 
fections, and  have  been  favoured  with  a  sight  of  several 
things  concerning  myself  and  my  brethren  engaged  in  the 
work  of  the  ministry ;  methought  I  had  a  renewed  glimpse 
of  the  holy  attire  with  which  the  attemlants  at  the  holy  altar 
should  perpetually  stand  arrayed  ^  the  vestments  are  holy, 
the  garments  clothe  the  spirit,  and  the  adorning  is  beautiful, 
and  never  waxes  old ;  it  is  girt  about  the  loins  of  the  new 
man,  and  loosely  laid  ande  when  immediate  service  seems 
over ;  it  is  bound  in  the  heart,  and  coupled  in  the  soul.  Oh ! 
let  this  Urim  and  Tbummim  be  for  ever  with  the  Holy  One, 
and  by  him  renewed  to  his  children. 

Dear  Samuel,  the  near  sympathy  which  arose  at  first  sight, 
and  silent  salutation  that  made  the  inward  birth  move,  has 
often  been  brought  to  my  remembrance,  and,  pursuant  to  the 
solemn  covenant  between  us  soon  after  our  first  acquaint- 
aiice  in  thy  brother  John's  litUc  parlour,  I  have  found  a 
great  freedom  to  act  towards  thee  as  an  unreserved,  open- 
hearted  Iriend,  and  shall  therefore  add  a  little  further.  In 
a  feeling  sense  of  divine  goodness,  my  soul  has  been  humbled 
on  thy  account,  that  the  Lord,  in  the  riches  of  his  sure 
mercies,  did  vouchsafe  to  pluck  thee  from  the  fire,  and 
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quencb  the  darts  tbat  were  shot  at  thy  soul,  and,  by  Ufling 
tbiDe  eyes  to  himself,  healed  thy  wounds,  and  chose  thee  as 
a  vessel  for  his  use,  and  for  an  instrument  to  publish  his 
name  and  proclaim  his  light  and  salFation  to  the  Gentiles ; 

and  it  sprang  in  my  heart,  in  much  brotherly  aflfection,  to  say, 
Prize  thy  privilege,  mind  thy  calling,  for  it  is  high  and  holy; 
watch  against  the  world,  iliat  it  do  not  clog  thee  ;  with  tlie 
spirit  thereof  be  not  loo  lauuliar:  there  are  that  protend  to 
be  children  of  the  light,  who  arc  lying  in  wait  to  gain  the 
friendship  of  those  whom  the  Lord,  by  the  indwelling  of  his 
word,  has  made  as  a  flame  aprainst  those  who  reside  in  the 
Mount  of  Esau  ;  and  coals  irom  their  mouths  have  kindled 
in  the  iiidden  treasinre  of  these  worldlings  and  libertines, 
and  begun  to  burn  in  their  hearts,  and  they  have  sought  the 
friendship  of  such,  and  sometimes,  when  gained,  they  have 
valued  tliemselves,  and  have  smothered  the  tire,  and  con- 
tinued in  their  corruptions. 

Oh !  the  awftil  authority,  the  becoming  sweetness,  the 
instructive  mien,  the  beseeming  gesture  with  which  Truth 
arrays  her  votaries,  far  snipassing  all  our  modem  polite 
and  worldly  genteel  aiis. 

With  the  salutation  of  love,  thy  real  Friend, 

John  Churchman. 

JOHN  KENDALL*  TO  8AlfU£L  FOTHERGILL. 

Colchester,  8th  Mo.,  17th,  1752. 

I  am  bat  just  returned  from  my  journey  in  Holland 
and  Germany,  and  may  acquaint  thee,  that  we  had  dirers 

*  The  Friends  who  accompanied  by  John  Kendall,  during 
this  visit  to  Holland,  were  William  Brown  and  Samuel  Neale. 
John  Kendall  ms  a  Friend  well  known,  both  as  a  useful  member 
of  the  Society,  and  as  a  writer,  having  published  se?eFRl  works. 
Besides  tlie  occ£ision  heie  mentioDed,  he  also  paid  four  other  visits 
to  Holliuid  on  religious  service.  He  died  at  Colchester  in  ISlfl, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  89  yean,  a  minister  about  67  yean. 
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ccmifortablo  opportnmties  with  the  few  FHends  in  those  parts 
of  the  world,  and  had  great  satisfaction  in  our  visit  to  them, 
finding  a  people  nnto  whom  the  Tisitations  of  our  heavenly 
Father  seemed  particularlj  extended,  and  soch  likewise  as 
have  answered  the  cally  and  are  become  as  testimony-beaieis 
for  the  name  and  truth  of  Ood ;  these  we  hope  the  Lord  will 
yet  further  strengthen,  and  qualify  as  instruments  in  his 
hand,  to  promote  his  glorious  cause ;  yea,  we  expect  the 
primitive  lustre  of  our  Zion  shall  yet  in  some  degree  be 
revired  in  that  land,  though  certainly  there  is  a  mixture, 
through  the  umvearied  adversarv,  who  has  come  as  in  the 
iii[;ht,  and  sown  tares  amon«;  the  good  seed.  Our  hearts  were 
enlarged  in  great  love  at  times,  and  a  concern  begotten  ior 
the  prowth  of  the  true  seed,  and  for  right  birth,  wherein  we 
labourod,  according  to  the  ability  received,  and  have  found 
the  answer  of  peace,  which  abundantly  repays. 

John  JBusndall. 

■ 

SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  JOHN  CHDRCHMAN. 

Warrington,  17d3. 

Thine  of  the  14th,  I  this  mommg  received,  and 
hasten  to  tell  thee,  I  wanted  much  to  know  where  thou 
wert,  that  I  might  send  thee  a  short  salutation  of  love 
unfeigned,  which  has  often,  and  of  late  more  daily,  lived 
in  and  flowed  forth  of  my  heart  towards  thee.  I  received 
thy  acceptable,  profitable  letter,  from  Moate,  which  I 
acknowledged  soon  after,  which  probably  came  not  to 
thy  hand ;  if  it  did  not,  the  loss  is  trivial  to  thee,  though 
important  to  me,  as  it  has  probably  deprived  me  of  some 
further  indication  of  thy  regard  and  good  desires  ibr  me. 
I  am  humbly  and  reverently  thankful,  in  that  I  feel  the 
unity  of  the  brotherhood;  it  is  very  dear  to  me.  I  am, 
and  have  been,  in  a  low,  humbling  dispensation,  in  which 
that  union  ii.is  been  almost  my  sole  evidence  and  mark 
that  I  was  not  far  nut  of  my  way. 
1  desire  to  accept,  at  the  heavenly  Father's  hand,  my 
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portion ;  I  know  it  is,  and  will  be  right,  and  in  due  season, 
though  I  may  sometimes  almost  nmrmur  and  repine,  yet 
that  adds  to  my  anxiety.  I  have  had  some  weighty  hints, 
for  years,  about  a  piece  of  labour,  which  makes  me  tremble ; 
and,  in  short,  my  way  to  true  settlement  seems  to  lie  through 
thy  countr)'.  T  now  stand  resig^ied,  and  only  beg,  —  Put 
furtli,  and  '^o  hciova  me,  O  Tsrael's  Shepherd,  and  I  will 
ibllow  in  tliy  strength^  believing  in  the  ail-sufficiency  of  a 
never-failing  arm. 

I  am  sensibly  touched  with  thy  observation  of  making 
poor  wages  in  Ireland.  Alas !  my  friend^  can  we  expect 
to  flow  with  wealth  when  the  church  is  in  poTertj,  and 
the  priests  of  Zion  in  heaviness?  our  sympathy  will  lead 
ns  to  mourn,  and  our  heads  will  be  eoTered  mth  ashes 
instead  of  crowns.  The  ministeis  of  onr  Lord  cannot 
expect  to  be  abo^e  their  Lord ;  he  was  crowned  with  thorns 
for  ns»  and  so  nnist  we  be  for  his  visited  seed.  But  this 
thou  knows  better  than  I,  though  I  am  not  destitute  of 
some  experience,  which,  I  bless  the  God  of  my  life,  I  find 
to  incresse  and  flow  from  patience  in  tribulation. 

Assure  thyself,  my  dear  Mend,  thy  correspondence  is  to 
me  very  gratefiil  and  profitable,  and  when  the  cords  of 
divine  lore  draw  thy  mind  towards  me,  be  open  in  counsd, 
admonition,  or  reproof;  I  want  such  Mends,  and  value 
them  very  greatly.  Accept  the  salutation  of  dear  love,  in 
the  fresh  renewings  of  quickening  virtue,  which  reaches 
fiwcly  forth  to  all  the  servants  of  Christ,  as  a  divine  odour, 
for  which  the  true  virgins  love  him — from  thy  friend  and 
brother  in  the  labour  and  suffering  of  and  for  the  gospel, 

S.  F. 

JOHN  CffDBCHMAN  TO  8AMUEL  FOTHEBOILL. 

Woodhouse,  3d  Mo.,  17,  1753. 

It  was  veiy  reviving  to  me  to  receive  those  few 
lines  from  thee,  for  I  think  the  remembrance  and  love  of  the 
brethren  seems  more  snd  more  precious  to  me,  though  I 
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think  that  I  grow  but  slowly  in  my  passage  from  death  to 
life.  Those  few  hints  that  thou  girest,  that  thy  road  to  a  true 

settlement  leads  through  our  eountrv,  are  no  way  unplea- 
sant to  me,  and  are  safe  in  the  bosom  of  thy  friend  ;  yet  I 
can  li  inlly  help  saying,  Hide  it  as  a  precious  seed  or  root  in 
thy  garden,  as  much  as  may  be.  I  have  seen  the  grow  ih  of 
choice  thin^^s  retarded,  by  opening  the  earlli  to  show  others 
what  seed  or  root  lias  been  then?  planted;  but  if  they  are  let 
alone,  and  not  trod  too  much  ny)on  1)V  man  or  bea.^t,  m  due 
time  they  sprout  and  break  forth  with  beauty  and  strength. 

I  do  not  expcet  to  return  before  1754:  if  I  should  live  to 
see  tliat  happy  day,  with  the  smiles  of  my  Master,  to  have 
one,  like  flesh  and  bone  of  one's  flesh  and  bone,  for  an  inti- 
mate,  in  a  moving  jai],  (to  which  I  must  be  committed  before 
I  can  be  proclaimed  free  in  my  native  air,)  afibrdg  a  contem- 
plative delight  not  easy  to  express. 

JoMN  Chu&cbmam. 

SAMUEL  FOTHEROILt  TO  SAMUEL  WATSON, 
On  thb  Dbath  op  bis  Wins.* 

Wanington,  7tb  Mo^  7th,  17d3. 

I  affectionately  salute  thee  in  the  fresh  renewings 
of  that  near  union  iu  which  our  acquaintance  commenced, 

*  Samuel  Watson,  of  Kilconner,  in  the  county  of  Cailow, "  sue- 
"  ceeded  bis  ancient  and  honourable  father,  John  Wataon,  of  the 
"  same  place,  not  only  in  bis  outward  possessions  there^  but  in  a 
"  zealous  concern  for  the  testimony  of  troth,  and  support  of  its 
'*  cause."  He  was  a  friend  of  great  use  and  service  in  many  ways, 
parUculariy  in  meetings  for  discipline,  uhirli  lie  attended  with 
exemplary  diligence.  "  Often,  under  the  fresh  inflnoice  of  the 
"  divine  anointing,  he  was  oiabled  to  drop  living  counsel,  to  the 
"  afiecting  and  tendering  many  hearts,  and  to  raise  that  life  in 
"  meetings  for  discipline  which  alone  is  the  crown  of  all  OUT  rdigioilB 
"  assemblies."  "  la  religious  visits  to  the  families  of  friends,  he  was 
*'  often  eminently  favoured,  and  opened  in  suitable  counsel,  in  an 
"  extraordinary  manner :  strong  and  fervent  were  his  desires,  that 
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and  in  whieh  thou  hast  often  been  brought  of  late  into  my 

remembrance,  and  particularly  since  the  loss  of  thy  late 
worthy  companion  and  my  tlcai  iricnd. 

To  consickr  au  aiicieiil  person,  who  had  long  enjoyed  the 
happiness  of  a  bel])-nieet,  in  a  temporal  and  eminently  so  in 
a  religious  sense,  divested  of  that  principal  subUmary  aid  in 
advanced  age — its  satisfaction  i  ikon  away  by  the  loss  of  a 
dear  companion,  and  a  comforlal  le  uixiliary  in  a  joint  spiri- 
tual labour — must  immediately  lumish  painful  reflections. 
Nevertheless,  as  the  everlasting  spring  of  all  true  peace  and 
holy  ease  abides  nTirliangeaV^ly  the  same,  and,  through  all 
the  mutations  atteudmg  us,  lie  varies  not  —  in  him,  in  him 
let  our  fresh  springs  be  iixed,  and  he  will  reveal  his  glorious 
sufficiency  to  supply  all  our  wants;  he  will  reward  his  faithful 
afflicted  servants  with  a  stay  in  their  various  conflicts,  and 
with  a  staff  in  old  age.  He  whom  Jacob  worshipped  leaning 
on  the  top  of  his  stafl*,  whom  Moses  served,  and  whom 
afliicted  Job  remembered  in  his  troubles,  will,  I  question 
noty  be  near  for  thy  present  help  to  live  and  laT)our,  and  for 
strength  to  preserve  to  the  end  of  thy  days.  Oh,  let  not  the 
decline  of  life  be  obscured  with  a  diminution  of  holy  zeal^ 
that  so  the  heavenly  crown  may  be  sure.  I  mention  my 
bumble  petition,  not  from  doubt,  but  anxious  desire  for  thy 
glorious  issue  and  present  profitable  labour  for  the  help  of  a 
people  withering  and  declining  in  some  places. 

I  request  thy  acceptance  of  a  narrative  of  some  part  of  dear 

"  the  youth  ainongst  us  might  dedicate  their  hearts  Ailly  to  the 
"service  of  Godj  that  there  might  be  a  succession  of  faithful 
"  members  in  the  church,  whereof  Christ  is  the  head,  following  the 
"  ancients  in  that  self-denying  path  in  which  tbqr  had  walked." 
*'  He  departed  this  life  in  peace,  at  his  own  house,  at  Kilconner, 
"  the  14tb  of  5th  Mo.,  1762,  aged  76  yean."  His  wife,  Abigail 
Watson,  formerly  Abigail  Bowles,  was  an  eminent  and  expe- 
rienced minister  :  she  traveled  much  in  the  service  of  truth,  having 
visited  England  five  times,  and  the  provinces  of  North  America 
once.  She  died  lltb  Mo.,  Uth,  1762,  aged  68,  a  minister  forty 
yean. 
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profit 

Accept,  my  dear  friend,  the  salutation  of  endeared  love, 
from  thy  sincere  friend  and  brother  in  the  labour  and  bei  vice 
of  the  ble^d  houi>ciiold, 

SaJI DEL  FOTHBSaiLL. 

SAMUBL  FOTHEROILL  TO  PETER  BUCK,  OF  KETHEBDALE. 

SkiptOD,  bth  Mo.,  9th,  1753. 

The  alliance  between  oor  familiesy  oar  former 
acquaintance^  and  to  renew  it  afresh,  witli  aome  other 
coniideration8»  made  me  very  desirous  of  seeing  thee,  and 
I  found  in  my  mind  a  salutation  of  good  will  to  spread 
towards  thee  for  thy  help*  It  hath  pleased  divine  FroW- 
dence  to  afford  thee  several  favours  of  great  importance; 
as,  being  sprung  firom  virtuous,  religious  parents,  who  were 
good  examples  in  their  generation,  amongst  men  and  before 
their  children;  they  loved  Friends,  and  were  beloved  of 
them ;  and,  through  the  blessing  of  Providence,  they  have 
left  thee  in  a£9uent,  easy  circumstances,  and  possessed  of 
a  laij^c  share  (in  comparison  witli  many)  of  the  good  tilings 
of  this  world  ,  also,  what  iiiiinilcly  exceeds  all  the  riches 
of  this  transitory  world,  the  secret  visitation  oi  divine  light 
and  love,  to  redeem  and  preserve  thee  from  corruption, 
and  to  give  thee  a  name  amongst  the  living,  a  blessed 
memorial  in  the  Jerusalem  of  God. 

Now,  dear  kinsman,  what  lives  n|i(»ii  ray  heart  is,  to  put 
tlice  upon  a  serious  and  awful  iii(|uiry,  how  far  these 
mercies  have  operated  on  thy  mind  to  produce  their  desired 
effect.  Remember  thy  parents,  and  their  God  and  blesser ; 
their  plainness,  their  love  to  Friends,  their  attendance  of 
meetings,  their  concern  in  tliem,  for  their  profit,  their  care 
for  their  children's  good,  their  good  example ;  has  this  been 
thy  care  to  imitate,  to  come  up  in  their  footsteps,  and 
show  thyself  a  worthy  descendant  from  a  worthy  stock; 
has  truth  opened  thine  heart  and  house  for  the  reception 
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of  Frien<ls,  in  id  drawu  thy  love  towards  thy  father's  friends, 
whom  \vu  ought  not  to  forsake?  If  so,  I  hesitate  not  to 
say,  the  God  oi  i\\y  parents  will  bless  thee  in  all  things, 
and  bnild  thee  up  a  sure  house,  and  render  thee  useful  in 
that  place,  as  a  strength  to  that  meetinGi:,  an  useful  member 
of  the  society;  and,  above  all,  the  evidence  of  heavenly 
acceptance  will  cover  thy  soul  as  a  royal  garment,  to  thy 
own  inexpressible  peace  and  joy. 

If,  on  the  contrary  hand,  thou  forsake  thy  father's  foot- 
steps, and  turn  aside  from  the  law  of  his  God,  he  wiU  cast 
thee  off,  thou  wilt  become  a  burden  to  thy  fnends,  wad 
cause  of  pain  to  thy  sincere  well  wishers,  and  be  a  hurt 
to  others  instead  of  a  help ;  I  beseech  thee  in  time  to 
consider  the  weight  of  their  guilt  who  turn  their  own  feet 
from  the  holy  paths  of  truth,  and  by  their  example  cause 
the  way  of  tnilli  to  be  evil  spoken  of,  and  hort  the  seeking 
sotds  of  others. 

Thy  possessions  in  the  world  will  become  blessings,  as 
they  are  truly  ssnctilied  to  thee  by  that  Qod  who  is  great 
on  earth,  as  wsU  as  in  heaven;  the  fatness  of  the  earth  is 
his,  and  he  condescends  to  visit 'm  exlemsls;  all  things 
below  are  in  his  hand,  and  he  has  often  visibly  disappomted 
the  pursuits  those  who  have  forgotten  that  it  is  his 
blessing  which  makes  truly  rich ;  and,  though  close  appli- 
cation and  avarice  may  be  sometimes  successftd  to  accumu- 
late wealth,  yet  remember,  with  trembling,  the  epithet  of 
''fool"  was  fixed  by  him  who  was  and  is  eternal  Truth, 
iipriii  all  tliose  who  were  laying  up  trcasinf  for  themselves, 
and  were  not  rieli  towards  God;  and  in  that  solemn  hour 
of  decision,  uhcn  all  worldly  enjoyments  shall  issue  in 
vanity,  and  the  largest  possessions  be  light  as  a  feather, 
nothing  short  of  true  inward  peace  will  avail,  and  that  is 
solely  found  in  the  way  of  well-doing.  Tlie  visitation  of 
divine  Providence  has  been  at  tinu  s  near  thee,  to  help  over 
hurtful  tilings,  and  to  lead  thee  iu  the  path  the  aucieuts 
trod  to  blessedness. 

O  let  it  be  dear  and  precious  in  thy  sight;  trample  not 
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upon  it,  nor  live  above  it  in  thyself;  fall  down  upon  it,  in 
true  submission  of  soul;  or,  I  testify,  on  God's  behalf,  it 
will  fall  upon  thee  and  grind  thee  to  powder,  in  a  day  which 
thou  cannot  escape.  Beware,  for  the  sake  of  thy  poor  soul, 
of  evil  company,  who  would  first  seduce,  and  ilien  deride 
thee ;  like  their  master  and  employer,  who  tempts,  and,  if 
successful,  torments  those  he  has  betrayed.  Beware  of  an 
unequal  marriage,  if  the  peace  of  tliy  soul,  of  tliy  family, 
thy  present  and  future  welfare  be  at  all  desirable.  My 
tender  regard  for  thee  leads  me  to  use  this  freedom  with 
thee,  as  certainly  knowing  the  way  of  truth,  as  delivered 
down  to  us  by  our  fathers,  is  the  way  to  true  peace.  I 
therefore  entreat  thee,  by  the  mercies  of  God,  whilst  yet 
it  is  daj,  remember  Heaven's  favoura,  carefully  inquire 
bow  tbej  have  been  answered  by  thee,  hasten  diligently 
into  the  proper  labour  of  a  true  Christian^  who,  conscious 
he  has  no  continuing  city  here,  seehs  with  diligence  one 
which  hath  foundations. 

Hy  soul  craves  that  a  blessing  may  rest  upon  thee ;  and 
in  order  thereto,  seek  thou  that  in  which  it  stands,  that  so 
He  who  blessed  the  house  of  Obed-edom,  where  the  ark 
rested,  may  perpetuate  his  blessings  to  thee  and  thine. 
This  is  the  petition  and  request  of  my  soul  for  thee^  who 
am  thy  affectionate  kinsman,  and  sincere  well-wisher, 

Samuel  Fothebgiix. 

johin  culrchman  to  samuel  i  o  ihekuill. 

Norwich,  9th  Mo.,  7th,  1753. 

 1  wish  to  inform  thee  that  i  have  performed 

my  journey  in  Holland,  and  am  returned  to  this  city  in 
health  and  safety,  through  the  never  failing  mercy  of  kind 
Providence,  who  never  sends  his  servants  on  an  embassy 
at  their  own  expense,  but  supplies  with  what  is  needful. 
But  if  we  do  not  lack  any  thing  on  our  pilgrimage,  or  even 
have  to  experience  that  through  his  power  the  very  devils 
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are  made  subject,  wc  have  still  a  deeper  aod  more  solemn 
root  of  rejoicing,  viz.,  the  evidence  of  a  gentle  inflowing 
peace,  from  a  conscious  sense  of  having  ])reserved  our  inno- 
cency ;  this  it  is  to  have  our  names  \rrilten  in  the  Lamb^s 
book  of  life.  It  has  oiUii  been  the  deep  travail  of  my  soul 
that  I  might  more  and  more  experience  this ;  but  when  I 
look  at  my  own  frailties,  I  am  ready  to  conclude  it  is  yet 
bnt  in  dim  characteiSy  and  therefore  have  need  of  the 
prayers  of  my  brethren  and  sisters^  of  which  number  I  am 
sensible  thyself  and  dear  wife  are. 

After  the  Yearly  Meeting  at  Norwich,  mj  old  compamon, 
John  Pemberton,  and  I  embarked  at  Yarmouth,  and  landed 
at  Rotterdam  on  the  29th  of  7th  Mo.;  thence  we  went  to 
Amsterdam,  and  tarried  wiih  Friends  in  that  dtj  about 
nine  days,  and  were  at  three  meetings,  and  then  proceeded 
into  North  Holland,  to  Twisk  and  Abbey-Kirk,  and  visited 
an  the  families  of  Friends  in  those  parts,  and  had  three 
meetings  with  Friends,  as  much  by  themselves  as  well 
could  be.  There  are  but  few  of  the  professors  sound  in 
the  principles  of  our  religion,  they  seem  to  be  a  kind  of 
half  Quakers. 

We  went  next  to  Hoome,  a  very  fine  city.  I  thouglit 
1  felt  something  m  my  mind  towards  that  place,  but  was 
low  and  weak,  and  under  discouragement,  for  wani  of  a 
suitable  intcr])reter,  so  thought  I  might  venture  to  pass 
on;  but  as  i  walked  very  slowly  through  the  city  to  the 
boat,  with  my  mind  turned  inward,  i  felt  that  my  master 
was  not  far  from  me,  that  his  hand  was  upun  me ;  and  I 
was  strongly  desirous  to  know  what  he  would  please  to 
have  me  to  do  :  I  felt  life  to  spring  in  me,  and  a  gentle 
draft  of  love,  which  drew  me  back.  In  the  interim  1  saw 
a  young  man  in  the  street,  whom  something  in  mc  seemed 
to  snlnte,  and  I  desired  the  interpreter  to  ask  him  if  we 
could  have  a  meeting  there,  to  which,  with  a  smile,  he 
readily  answered,  he  believed  we  might;  so  he  took  my 
bags  and  invited  me  to  his  home,  and  said  he  would  go 
and  consult  some  of  his  acquaintances,  and  seek  for  a  place. 
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He  soon  returned,  and  said  he  had  found  a  willingness  in 
several,  and  they  had  got  a  large  room  in  a  private  house. 
So  we  attended,  and  had  a  good  open  meeting;  familiar 
gospel  truths  opened  clearly,  and  ihe  love  and  authority  of 
Truth  came  over  the  meeting  much  more  than  I  expected; 
which  made  me  confess  the  word  of  the  Lord  is  pure  and 
tried,  it  is  a  shield  and  a  buckler  to  them  that  trust  therein. 

Next  day  we  returned  to  Amsterdam,  and  finished  the 
▼isit  to  all  the  famUies  of  Friends  in  that  city,  which  we 
had  begun  before  we  went  into  North  Holland,  attending 
their  first  day  and  week  day  meetings.  We  spoke  by  an 
Interpreter:  but  the  Friend  who  interprets  is  very  old,  and 
nearly  superannuated  to  every  thing  save  an  innocent  well- 
meaning,  yet  self-confident  strong  will,  which  he  still 
Inherits:  he  preaches  a  good  deal,  and  has  not  strength 
to  do  much  for  any  other;  if  he  appear  first,  he  seems  so 
much  spent;  and  if  one  appear  before  him,  he  has  so  many  of 
his  own  old  favourite  words  and  sentences,  that  he  is  apt  to 
intenperse  ihem  whether  proper  or  improper,  whidi  makes 
it  tedious  and  wearisome;  and  while  he  lives,  it  seems 
impossible  to  persuade  Jean  Vander  Werf  to  undertake 
thai  scivice;  he  is  a  tender-spirited  young  mail,  and  under- 
stands English  very  perfectly.  I  had  often  occasion  to  try 
him  at  transhition,  for  1  was  forced  sometimes  to  write, 
when  I  could  not  obtain  relief  by  my  tongue,  and  he  did 
it  to  good  satisfaction.  It  is  a  dull,  tedious  way  of  obtaining 
relief,  and  though  sometimes  Truth  much  favoured  in  testi- 
mony, and  the  power  thereof  was  felt  over  the  meeting, 
our  interpreter  would  sometiiues  appear  after  us  when  the 
meeting  should  have  broken  up,  whereby,  many  times,  the 
beauty  was  lost,  which  is  very  mortifying  and  discouraging; 
and  many  were  present  who  never  saw  a  Friend's  meeting 
before. 

We  took  shipping  at  Rotterdam  on  the  29th  of  last 
month,  and  landed  safely  in  England  on  the  8rd  instant, 
having  been  long  detained  in  the  harbour. 

John  Cbdbchkan. 
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SAMUEL  FOTH£RGXi.L  TO  CUURCHMAK. 

Warrington,  10th  Mo.,  1753. 

I  ha^e  received  a  hint  which  has  done  me  some 
eerrice,  and  I  maj  probably  often  reflect  upon  it  to  advan- 
tage. I  had  flattered  myself  with  spending  several  days 
with  thee  in  Cheshiie,  even  to  such  a  degree  as  to  wait  with 
some  impatience  for  an  aecount  when  thou  came  into  it  I 
saw  iheoy  enjoyed  the  company  of  thy  spirit  for  a  short  tune^ 
and  was  deprived  of  the  satisiiietion  I  had  hoped  so  very 
strongly  for,  by  a  caB  another  way,  which,  I  can  assure  thee, 
if  I  had  not  heard  my  Master's  voice  in  it,  I  had  not  com- 
plied with.  The  hint  I  received  is  this: — ^It  is  very  good 
and  profitable  to  keep  near  the  Foantain  Head,  that,  if  the 
streams  be  diverted  out  of  the  expected  channel,  we  may  not 
be  at  a  loss,  having  that  to  approach  to,  which  remains  ever- 
lastingly fixed. 

"Die  longer  I  live,  the  more  I  am  convinced  of  the  neces- 
mty  of  having  one  Lord  over  all,  and  the  motions  of  his  hand 
and  eye  deeply  and  humbly  regarded.  These  things  are 
written  in  ver>'  Icgibltj  characters  in  thy  book,  and  need  iiul 
my  repetition ;  but  thou  hast  allowed  me  to  converse  with 
thee  with  that  freedom  whose  grounds  and  results  the  world 
knows  not. 

I  was  easy  with  my  journey  on  the  account  of  the  funeral, 
and  made  some  little  earnings,  and  more  especially  at  Man- 
chester, on  first  day  forenoon,  a  place  I  have  almost  ceased 
to  expect  relief  of  spirit  in.  But  the  virtue  of  the  heavenly 
name  spread,  and,  I  believe,  led  several  of  us  into  a  place, 
alas !  little  frequented  by  many,  but  known  to  some  by  the 
name  of  the  valley  of  decision. 

S.  F. 
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SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  HIS  SISTER. 

Warrington,  11th  Mo.,  5th,  1758. 

 I  have  some  rea-i >n  tu  apprehend  I  must 

get  away  to  America  some  part  of  next  summer.  T  am 
quiet,  easy,  and  resii^iu  1,  and  that  which  hath  been  for  years 
at  times  a  heavy,  paiiiiul  burden,  that  1  could  not  clearly 
see,  appears  clear ;  and  1  strongly  hope  gracious  Providence, 
in  this  quiet  calm,  will  make  the  trial  easier  to  bear  than  I 
hare  hitherto  apprehended.  I  cannot  but  anticipate  the 
most  painful  part,  bemg  rent  the  flesh  as  from  the  bone;  the 
dangers  of  the  sea,  the  various  external  jeopardies  attending, 
are  of  less  affecting  weight.  But  what  shall  we  say  ?  We 
are  safe  in  oar  obedience  to  heavenly  counsel,  to  Him  whose 
wisdom,  metcjf  and  goodness,  we  bare  great  and  piored 
occasion  reverently  to  adore. 

 Thy  very  acceptable  lines  affected  me  with  the 

strongest  emotions  of  tenderness  and  near  union:  I  could 
not  peruse  them  without  a  strong  sensibility  of  the  situation 
of  that  mind  whence  it  proceeds,  and  found  a  sympathy 
therewith.  Expressions  are  deficient^  and  language  too  shorty 
to  set  forth  the  sentiments  and  mutual  conrerse  of  spirits 
gathered  in  measure  into  that  which  is  unspeakable.  Oh, 
may  every  impediment  be  removed,  that  we  may  more  and 
more  drink  into  that  fulness  which  fills  and  comprehends  all 
things,  but  is  comprehended  of  nothing. 

Our  various  probations,  our  concealed  conflicts,  our  hidden 
distresses  are  oflen  alleviated  bv  this  secret  svu]i)ullu  ;uid 
feUuw.shij)  in  suftering,  and  emiueutly  so  when  the  great 
Father  of  all  consolation  is  pleased  to  overshadow  with  his 
healing  wing.  This  was  not  far  from  me  in  my  late  little 
journey,  thou<;h  in  much  pain  for  the  testimony's  sake,  yet 
supported  tn  labour,  so  as  to  have  peace  of  mind,  and  that  is 
indeed  enough. 

S.  F. 
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SAMUEL  FOTIILUCILL  TO  JOHN  BRAGG.* 

Warrington,  1st  Mo.,  2lst,  1754. 

I  reccired,  about  twelve  days  ago,  an  anonymous 
letter,  requesting  my  return  thereto,  agreeable  to  the  super* 
scription  I  intend  to  iix  upon  this. 

The  author  is  personally  a  stranger  to  me ;  but  I  am  not 
altogether  a  stranger  to  the  situation  described,  and  have 
deeply  waited  for  instruction  and  ability  to  direct,  agreeable 
to  the  mind  of  Tralh,  and  the  sympathy  I  feel  on  my  mind 
with  the  distressed.  Expect  not  from  me  an  elaborate  dis- 
quisition into  speculative  points ;  for  this  I  knovr,  from  ezpe* 
rience,  that  part  must  die  which  longs  to  comprehend  more 
tratbS)  while  the  former  discoveries  are  yet  disobeyed.  Hie 
first  principles  of  religion,  as  I  have  found,  are  the  knowledge 
of  our  own  weakness,  and  Almighty  sufficiency  to  supply  all 
defects.  Whoever  buOds  on  another  foundation  will  be 
finally  disappointed.  Thy  letter  manifests  a  sense  of  want; 
and,  as  thou  attends  to  that  sense,  that  which  gives  it  will, 
in  due  time,  sup))ly  it;  for  the  Lord  our  God  hears  his  own. 
The  state  of  leprous  Naaman  has  been  strongly  before  me  on 
thy  account  He  was  disquieted  under  his  malady,  and 
sought  relief;  but  he  had  like  to  have  missed  it,  by  eon* 
temning  the  means;  his  pride  was  piqued  that  (he  Prophet 
cauie  not  out  to  work  an  immediate  cure  with  some  visible 
demonstration  of  power;  so  that  stooping  to  tlie  simple  means 
of  bailnng  in  Jordan  was  very  mortifying  to  him;  he  remem- 
bered Abana  and  Pharpar,  rivers  of  Damascus,  and  was 
willing  to  believe  they  were  of  equal  virtue.  But  know  this 
assuredly,  there  is  no  river  capable  of  cleansing  the  soul  but 
that  which  proceeds  from  under  the  throne  of  God, — no 
stream  flowing  from  s})eculalion,  or  any  natural  powers,  can 
wash  out  the  stain,  and  bring  peace  to  the  soul.  Deeply  and 

*  .John  Bragg  lived  at  Whitehaven,  and  died  there  very  gene- 
raiiy  beloved,  in  5tb  Mo.,  1 795,  ageil  72. 
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submissively  ?ibi<le  witli  that  sacred  Minister  of  the  new 
covenant ;  if  thou  art  weak,  he  is  strong ;  and  sure  1  am, 
the  God  of  all  strength  and  truth  would  not  leave  thee 
destitute.  Be  content  to  be  a  child,  or  thou  ^-ilt  be  a 
monster ;  let  his  day  come  upon  that  which  is  lofty,  and  the 
cms  be  taken  up  to  hurtful  tilings,  and  in  his  light  thou  wilt 
see  more  light ;  and,  until  thou  hast  been  fed  from  on  high 
with  milk  fit  for  a  babe,  stronger  meat  m  hi^er  discoveries 
would  not  be  good  nounshmeDt,  but  create  disorders  for 
want  of  digestion. 

M7  soul  fervently  destves  thy  help ;  but  remember,  with 
holy  trembling,  the  way  to  heaven  lies  through  the  gates  of 
death.  The  Lord  of  all  mercy  and  strength  renew  efiectuaUy 
his  visitation  to  thy  soul,  and  bdid  thee  upon  the  sure  foun- 
dation that  can  never  be  shaken.  I  am  thy  true  fiiend  and 
weU*wisher, 

S.  F. 

WILLIAM  BROWN*  TO  SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL. 

Srd  Mo.,  lath,  1754. 

  Having  visited  meetings  in  and  about 

London,  my  way  opened  to  vbit  Snssez,  Surrey,  and  Eenf^ 
which  I  did  with  great  diligence,  thinking  that  after  then 
I  might  sail  for  Virginia,  and  so  home  by  land :  but  then, 
when  I  would  fain  go  to  sea,  it  looked  fearfiil  and  dark, 
and  I  had  no  heavenly  bread  for  sea-store ;  but  if  I  would 
walk  in  the  light  or  the  way  that  opened  in  my  view,  I 
most  go  through  Wiltshire,  as  I  had  not  visited  that  county, 
and  so  into  Wales ;  and  I  discovered  such  a  hidden  warfare 
between  nature  and  grace,  although  I  had  often  said  to 

•  Willinm  Brown  came  over  fimn  America  with  John  Oburcfa- 
man,  on  a  religious  visit,  and  returned  soon  after  this  letter  was 
written :  the  visit  to  Wiltshire  therein  mentioiied  was  very  season- 
able, he  being  made  helpful  to  Friends  of  that  county,  who  were 
at  that  time  in  some  difficulty. 
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myself,  and  to  some  Friends,  that  I  hoped  I  was  truly 
resigned  to  His  \\  ill,  who  is  so  highly  worthy  to  be  honoured 
and  obeyed;  but  I  felt  sometliing  in  me  which  seemed  to 
divide  soid  and  spirit,  which  made  me  carry  about  such 
an  aching  heart,  and  especially  when  (me  piece  of  service 
after  another  was  performed,  and  1  let  my  nnud  look  home 
till  a  fear  seized  me  that  I  shonld  be  like  Balaam,  if  I  was 
so  constantly  askin<i^  for  liberty  to  go,  and  spake  of  douig 
only  the  Lord's  will,  who  was  pleased  so  to  accompany 
my  spirit  that  I  had  often  to  say,  Well,  I  am  glad  that  I 
came  to  visit  this  place,  as  I  have  been  favoured  with  such 
healing  balsam  that  has  bravely  healed  my  sore  inside ;  and 
since  I  came  out  of  Wales,  I  have  had  as  close  and  heavy 
work  as  in  an  j  part  of  my  religious  labouis. 

William  Bbown. 

samuel  fothergill  to  ann  appleby. « 

Warrington,  4th  Mo.,  1754. 

In  my  journey  into  Yorkshire^,  whence  1  returned 
a  few  days  ago,  I  heard  the  sorrowful  account  of  the  death 
of  thy  husband,  and  had  it  confirmed  by  thy  favour  of  the 
Slst  ult.  The  sympathy  I  strongly  felt  with  thee  in  thy 
present  situation,  had  deterouned  me,  before  (he  receipt  of 
thine,  to  send  thee  a  few  lines ;  and  I  can  assure  thee,  I  am 
a  sharer  in  thy  distress,  and  can  mingle  ray  sorrows  with 
thine.  The  relation  he  bore  thee,  my  dear  Mend,  and  some 
acc^uaintance  I  had  with  him,  were  inducements  to  esteem 
and  affectionately  to  regard  him;  but  there  seemed,  and 
really  was,  a  closer^  union  and  connexion  at  and  since  our 
last  intenriew  than  heretofore.  I  thought  him  near  the 
Idngdom,  but  was  not  apprehensive  of  his  being  so  near  his 
discharge  from  the  cares  and  disquietudes  of  this  life. 

*  Ana  Appleby,  previooitly  Ann  Ford,  (of  Leek,)  was  at  this 
time  the  widow  of  Joshna  Appleby,  who  died  in  the  County  of 
Dotfaam,  3rd  Mo.,  16,  1754,  aged  26. 

L 
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We  must  acknowledge  the  laws  of  irieDdBhip  are  sacred 
and  strong:  we  cannot,  we  ought  not  to  direst  ourselTes  of 
thdr  ohligationfl^  nor  with  insensibility  of  mind  admit  their 
dissolution :  the  unspotted  Pattern  of  infinite  li^teonsness, 
when  his  friend  Lazarus  died»  felt  as  a  man,  and  wept:  but 
▼arioQS  consaderationB  will  be  suggested,  to  tfiat  mind  which 
looks  the  right  way,  to  alleviate  the  pain  which  attends  these 
dispensations, — the  mercy  and  wisdom  of  an  Ahoaigbtjr 
Being,  glorious  and  Ml  of  majesty  as  Jehovah,  yet  gracious 
and  compassionate  as  the  Father  and  Fountain  of  relief, 
which  has  revived  many  a  droopiDg  soul  when  afflictions 
have  attended.  He  knows  what  is  best  for  us  all,  and  most 
conducive  lo  his  own  lionour.  We  may  acknowledge,  when 
oui  understandings  are  opened,  though  liis  works  may  seem 
raan'ellous,  and  his  ways  past  finding  out,  yet  in  wisdom 
has  he  made  them  all.  The  tender  connexions  of  husband 
and  father  are  now  for  ever  broken,  but  by  wliom  ?  One 
whose  wisdom  and  mercy  are  over  all  his  works,  and  ^  ho 
can  abundantly  supply  all  deficiencies,  and  ha«  been  known 
to  be  a  father  to  the  fatherless,  and  a  judge  for  the  widow^ 
from  his  holy  habitation. 

He  is  removed  from  us  in  youth,  and  the  prospect  of  long 
continuance  amongst  his  friends.  Alas,  how  know  we  what 
remains  for  us  in  the  residue  of  our  days,  that  we  are  so 
anxious  to  have  prolonged  i  Many  exercises  and  troubles 
attend  the  smoothest  passage  in  this  life  ;  what  better 
time  than  when  under  that  preparing  hand  which  fits  for 
eternal  peace?  It  is  admirable  wisdom  and  mercy  thus  to 
deal  with  us,  to  relieve  firom  all  dangers,  and  translate  into 
that  quiet  rest,  where  all  sorrows,  fears,  and  temptations 
are  vmknown  terms.  Afflictions,  dear  Kancy,  spring  not 
out  of  the  ground;  they  are  often  conducive  to  our  help 
in  the  best  things.  Let  this  awfiil,  solemn  trial  enough 
dose  on  thy  mind,  and  engage  thee  to  look  to  the  ever- 
lastmg,  holy,  unchangeable  husband  and  helper  of  all  who 
reverently  seek  to  be  meet  for  his  acceptance;  who,  by  the 
secret  working  of  his  unsearchable  power,  clothes  excellent 
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mercy  in  the  foim  of  dlBappointment,  and  causes  all  things 
to  work  togetbcr  for  good  to  his  servants. 

Let  the  impressions  made  on  thy  mind,  by  tlie  moving 
object  so  lately  before  thee,  and  the  true,  certain  testimony 
delivered,  of  the  great  ath  autage  ol  true  Christianity,  be 
imprinted  in  deep,  humble  characters;  that  so,  mercifiil 
protection  may  be  ever  with  thee  and  thine,  and  lead,  at 
last,  to  a  reunion  in  the  kingdom  of  peace,  where  thou 
mayest  inherit  an  unfading  crown. 

My  wife  joins  mo  in  tender  sympathy  with  thee,  and 
our  prayers  are  ior  thy  preservation  and  divine  help. 

Thj  real  Mend, 

a  F. 


ANN  FOTHEROILl  TO  HER  BROTHER  SAMUEL. 

London,  7tli  Mo.,  S3d,  1754. 

 William  Brown  (accompaDied  by  Joshua 

Dixon,)  has  sailed  for  America.  I,  with  several  other 
Friends,  accompanied  them  to  Gravesend,  and  had  much 
solid  satisfaction  in  his  good  company  ;  I  think  I  may  say 

a  divine  sweeLaes.s  and  joy  filled  his  mind  with  gratitude, 
peace,  and  thankfulness,  that  he  had  been  preserved  in  the 
way  of  his  duty,  to  a  full  discharge  of  it  in  these  parts ;  he 
repeatedly  said,  with  awful  tliankfnlncss,  that  he  was  clear, 
and  had  never  found  the  like  solid  joy  and  consolation 
of  soul,  without  any  intermission,  as  he  now  enjoyed.  He 
dropped  several  weighty  admonitions,  in  much  love  and 
teiidi mess,  which  nearly  affected  and  united  those  present 
to  iiim  :  the  parting,  with  a  rising  prospect,  brought  by  it 
very  near  to  my  view,  was  more  than  I  could  sustain  unob- 
served by  those  present. 

The  following  is  part  of  a  letter  from  Israel  Pemberton 
to  William  Brown,  which  the  latter  desires  me  to  send 
thee:— have  been,  for  a  long  time  past,  desirous  of 
"writing  to  Samuel  Fothergill;  the  rrMrrence  I  have  for 

his  worthy  father's  memory  first  iuplined  roe  to  think  of 
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it:  I'  bare  fliil]  defened  it,  and  now  perceive  be  U 
^  preparing  to  paj  us  a  Tisit,  of  whicb  we  have  long  been 
very  desirone :  the  wish  I  have  of  engaging  his  com* 
pany  to  my  house,  detennined  me  to  salate  him  with  a 
few  lines,  and  even  to  offer  to  attend  him  throagh  the 
'*  adjacent  provinces;  bat  though  to  will  is  present  with 
me,  how  to  perform  I  find  not,  and  some  donbt  arises^ 
whether  such  a  proposal  would  or  may  be  agreeable ; 
**  therefore  I  adopt  this  method  of  hinting  my  thoughts  and 
*'  wishes  to  tliee,  and  if  l)y  tl)at  means  I  should  succeed  in 
"  obUiuing  his  good  company  to  lodge  with  u.^  when  here, 
"  it  will  afford  me  a  great  deal  of  pleasure,  and  I  hope  be 
**  to  bis  satisfaction.** 

A  letter  is  received  from  John  Churchman,  who  desires 
us  to  give  thee  the  speediest  notice  that  he  thinks  of  going 
with  Captain  Mesnard,  who  is  to  sail  on  the  ^st  of  next 
mouth. 

A.  F. 
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The  year  1754  is  memorable  in  the  life  of  SAMrEL 
FoTHERGiLL,  as  beiDg  that  in  which  he  left  his  native  land 
to  CBgage  in  the  long  and  laborious  aemce  of  a  religious 
Tint  to  the  provinces  of  North  America. 

The  unfoldiogs  upon  his  mind  of  this  important  dutj,  and 
the  steps  which  he  took  that  he  might  rightly  engage  in  the 
performance  of  it,  are  well  described  in  the  following  extract 
from  his  journal.  His  care  to  observe  good  order^  and  his 
earnest  desire  to  obtain  and  proceed  with  the  unity  and  con- 
currence of  his  friends,  are  well  worthy  of  note. 

It  having  been  weightily  upon  my  mind,  from  the  motion 

of  the  Word  of  Life,  to  pay  a  religious  visit  to  the  Church 
"  of  Christ  in  the  Plantations  of  North  America ;  after  near 
**  ten  years  from  the  first  opening  thereof,  and  many  painful 
**  tossings,  with  Cvwy  on  oiiu  baud  of  running  unsent,  and 
"on  the  other,  a  reverent  care  not  to  slight  tlie  reqnirings  of 
"that  Holy  Being  who  has  a  right  to  conitnaud  in  cartli  as 
"  well  as  in  heaven,  I  found  it  clearly  ()})cned  when  was  the 
"  pro])er  time,  and  a  disposition  of  spirit  was  given  nic  Lo 
"acquiesce  with  Truth's  requiriugs,  and  endeavour  to  act 
"honestly  thereto. 

"  In  pursuance  wlKM-eof,  liaving  mentionrd  my  concern  to 
"  several  weighty  brethren  and  sisters,  and  liavitig  their  con- 

current  sense  of  my  being  rightly  called  to  that  service, 
"  I  acquainted  our  Friends  at  the  Preparative  Meeting  at 
"  Penlicth,  and  Monthly  Meeting  for  Hardshaw,  held  at 
**  Warrington  in  the  4th  month,  1754,  who  p^avc  me  a  certi- 
•*  ficate  of  their  concurrence,  and  sense  of  Truth's  requiring 

in  this  weighty  undertaking ;  I  also  laid  my  concern  before 
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^'our  Qttarlerly  Meeting  at  Lancaster,  the  same  month, 
which  endorsed  my  certificate^  and  signed  it  by  many 
"EViends.  I  also  found  my  mind  engaged  to  acqnaint 
**  Friends  at  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Ministering  Friends  in 
**  London,  who  also  testified  their  approbation  by  a  certifi- 
"  calc,  signed  by  many  brethren  and  sisters.  These  parti- 
"  cnlar  steps  I  found  it  my  duly  to  lake,  iii  order  to  obtain 
"  the  concurrence  or  counsel  of  Friends,  both  for  example's 
"  sake,  and  the  mutual  unity  of  the  brotherhood,  which,  in 
"  low  times,  hath  been  strength  and  encouragement  to  my 
**  drooping  spirit. 

"  I  left  Warrington  the  2nd  of  8th  month,  1754:  my  dear 
"  wife,  with  some  others,  accompanied  me  to  Leek,  where 
"  we  parted  on  the  3rd,  and  I  came  to  London,  being  met  at 
Albans  by  my  sister,  on  the  dth,  and  stayed  in  London  until 
"  the  9tb,  when  dear  John  Churchman  and  myself,  accom- 
"panicd  by  many  Friends,  went  down  to  Gravesend. 

"  1754,  8th  Mo.,  10th.— Went  on  board  the  Caroline, 
Stephen  Mesnard,  commander;  had,  with  many  Friends 
who  went  on  board,  a  precious  opportunity,  in  the  humbling 
sense  of  divine  regard.  We  returned  to  Graresend  to  dine ; 
and  afterwards  parted  from  our  dear  Friends,  and  went  on 
"  board  the  ship.  Fell  down  the  river;  we  were  detained  in 
the  Downs  and  the  Channel  until  the  17tb,  when  we  lost 
*^  the  sight  of  land,  and  pursued  our  voyage. 
**  Had  a  comfortable  passage,  in  which  time  we  alwi^s 
kept  up  (though  only  two)  our  religious  meetings,  and  the 
^  Loid  of  all  mercies  was  often  and  mercifiiUy  near  to  our 
comftat 

"  9th  Mo.,  23rd.— We  first  discovered  the  Capes  of  Dela- 

"  ware  River,  and  took  in  a  pilot,  being  favoured  with  a 
*'  good  \\  ijid,  we  came  120  miles  up  the  river,  and  cast 
**  anchor  above  Wilmington. 

"  24th. — Went  ashrrc,  and  hired  horses  to  Wilmington, 
"  where  we  were  very  kindly  received  by  William  and  Eliza- 
belh  Shipley  ;  immediately  after  our  arrival,  \\  illinm  Brown 
"  and  Joshua  Dixon  came  in,  who  were  just  lauded,  though 
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**  ibey  sailed  three  weeks  before  us.  Dear  John  Churchman 

**  weot  home  that  evenings,  and  William  Brown,  Joshua 
"Dixon,  and  myself  weiil  up  that  evening  to  Philadelphia 
**  and  Schuylkill.    I  lodged  at  Israel  Pemberton's,  where  I 
met  a  kind  reception." 

The  journal  is  kept  thus  minutely  only  for  a  few  days  after 
he  landed  in  America  ;  but  he  continued  daily  to  record  in 
it  the  places  he  visited,  and  the  mcctin^^s  which  he  attended, 
with  occasional  brief  notices  of  some  of  them,  as  a  "  favoured 
meeting" — "  meeting  large  and  well" — **  a  low  time,"  &c. 

His  feeliDgSy  and  the  various  exercises  of  his  mind,  his 
piogcessy  and  travels,  are  much  developed  in  the  correspond- 
ence  which  IbllowB. 

SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  l  O  UlS  BROTHER  AND  SISTER. 

Opposite  Margate,  1st  Day  Momingy 
(8th  Mo.,  nth,  1754.) 

As  our  pilot  is  lively  to  leave  us  very  soon,  I 
embrace  the  opportunity  of  sending  this  on  shore  by  him,  to 
let  you  know  1  am  well  and  easy  in  spirit  and  body.  The 
strong  ties  of  affection  subsisting  between  us,  rendered  it 
very  liard  for  me  to  tear  myself  away  from  you  ;  but  I  accept 
it  as  a  mark  of  tlie  Heavenly  Father's  regard,  and  an  evidence 
that  I  am  not  out  of  my  place,  that  my  mind  peaceably 
centres  in  Him  whose  hand  I  feel  in  the  service  before  me ; 
and  have  mnch  leil  behind  me  every  tie  that  might  unavail- 
ingly  distress  my  mind. 

I  beg  each  of  us  may  ever  seek  that  centre  of  real  quiet 
which  can  never  be  destroyed  by  any  commotions  by  sea 
or  land. 

My  near  and  affectionate  salutation  is  to  yoa  both,  and 
my  prayers  are  for  your  preservation,  as  for  my  own. 

S.  F, 
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8AMUBL  FOTHERGILL  TO  HIS  WIFE. 

PhiUdelpbia,  9th  Mo.,  26th,  1754. 

I  emhrace  this  early  opportooitj  of  acquainting 
thee  with  my  Bafe  antTal  here,  after  a  very  agreeahle  paaaage 
of  tax  weehs  and  three  dajB  from  London.  I  hare  had  mj 
health  at  sea  lemaikably  well,  and  not  an  hour  sick  the 
whole  passage ;  my  appetite  and  rest  in  general  as  well  as 
on  land;  highly  favoured  with  the  agreeable,  pro6table 
company  of  dear  John  Churchman,  and  the  whole  cabin  to 
ourselves ;  and  what  is  still  more  valuable,  the  countenance 
of  oar  Heavenly  Father  often  beheld  to  our  comfort :  with  a 
grateful,  humble  spirit,  I  ascribe  thanksgiving  and  praise 
to  the  Fountain  of  mercies,  ancient  and  new. 

On  3r(l  (lay,  the  24th  instant,  we  landed  about  thirty  miles 
below  this  city,  being  prevented  coming  up  by  contrary 
wind,  and  went  ashore  near  Elizabeth  Shipley's,  where  we 
met  witli  a  kind  reception,  and  in  half  an  hour  were  agreeably 
Mir{»iised  to  see  William  Brown  and  Joshua  Dixon  come 
into  the  house;  they  sailed  thr  *  \\ .  ( 1  s  l  etbre  us,  and  we 
arrived  before  them, —  a  joyful,  humbling  meeting  it  was. 
After  we  had  refreshed  ourselves,  John  Churchman  left  us, 
proposing  to  reach  home  that  night,  and  we  came  up  to  this 
city. 

I  am,  with  a  heart  replenished  with  thankfulness  to  the 
Author  of  all  our  mercies,  and  in  the  most  afifectionate  near- 
ness to  thee,  with  the  salutation  of  love  to  all  relations  and 
friends^  thine  in  the  bonds  of  continued  affection, 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  HIS  WIFE. 

Philadelphia,  9th  Mo.,  aoth,  1754. 

 I  earnestly  crave  of  oui  Heavenly  Protector 

that  his  holy  arm  muy  surrouuii  and  support  us  both,  may 
keep  thee  in  quiet  resignation  to  his  will  in  the  present 
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trial,  and  in  every  respect  help  to  live  to  his  own  praise, 
and  thj  solid  comfort ;  and  I  question  not  but  it  will  be  so^ 
as  he  is  ])ro])erly  and  reverently  sought  to.  I  know  and 
sensibly  icvl  thy  sympathy  is  strongly  with  me  in  my  present 
allotment,  and  I  have,  witli  an  awially  humbled  soul,  to 
acknowledge  His  livinp:  power  and  mighty  arm  have  been 
sensibly  and  plentifully  w  uli  me  since  my  arrival  here,  having 
been  at  six  meetiugs  in  this  place,  several  of  which  have 
tiuly  been  memorably  to  my  own  encouragement  to  look  to 
him  who  is  all-sufficient.  The  meetings  are  exceedingly 
large,  and  all  sorts  and  ranks  of  people  flock  to  them,  and 
the  mighty  Name  is  deservedly  exalted.  In  the  midst  of  this 
favour  I  rejoice  with  trembling,  and  in  full  expectation  of 
my  having  an  approaching  humbling  time,  wherein  I  may 
be  proved  with  want  and  poverty ;  I  am  thoroughly  resigned, 

I  hope,  to  suffer  as  well  as  to  abound.  

 Friends  here  treat  me  with  very  great  affection,  on 

dear  father's  account,  and  some  resemblance  in  person  and 
ministry  has  induced  divers  to  think  they  would  have  known 
me  to  be  his  son,  if  they  had  not  known  of  my  arrival.  Oh 
that  I  may  he  so  conducted  as  to  walk  in  his  footsteps,  and 
dishonour  neither  his  name,  nor  the  canse  of  TVuth.  And 
although  every  affectionate  sentiment  towards  thee,  and  near 
union  to  iiiends  and  relations  thereaway,  stron^y  subsist 
with  me,  yet  I  have  a  perfect  quiet  and  weanedness  from  all 
at  home,  which  I  esteem  a  singular  mercy ;  my  soul  is  hound 
to  the  testimony  and  seed  of  God  in  these  parts. 

S.  F. 


SAMIEL  FOTHERtilLL  TO  HIS  SISTER. 

Philadelphia,  1 0th  Mo.,  3rd,  1754. 

I  have  now  to  inform  thee  my  health  is  preserved 
beyond  expectation,  and  the  climate,  though  it  has  been 
much  hotter  than  any  of  our  summers,  has  not  been  intole- 
rable j  the  greatest  inconvenience  I  find  is  the  number  of 
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mosqiiitoSy  a  HtUe  venomous  fly,  that  have,  within  these  few 
nights,  severely  handled  me,  and  so  swelled  my  hands  as  to 
vender  it  not  easy  to  write;  a  feverish  heat  has  attended, 
hut  I  am  carefiiUy  and  affectionately  nuised  hy  my  very  hind 
landlady. 

I  hitherto  have  cause  of  thankfiilness  and  awM  worship 
before  the  Almighty,  for  his  help  in  enabling  me  quietly  to 
bear  a  separation  from  what  is  to  me  inexpressibly  dear, 
and  even  without  a  wish  about  any,  but  for  their  happiness, 
which  often  occurs.  I  feel  my  soul  bound  to  the  testimony 
and  cause  of  lYuth  as  my  proper  business  ;  no  insensibility 
attends  my  mind,  or  decay  of  pure  affection ;  it  is  cheer- 
fully fresh,  and  livingly  revived ;  but  I  have  been  led  into  a 
service,  by  a  hand  at  whose  dispensation  I  dare  not  repine, 
and  who  is  tlic  all-sufficiLUt  and  only  stay  for  all  our  states, 
and  who  has  been  pleased  to  iavoui,  in  condescension  not 
to  be  enough  admired,  and  claims  the  most  Inmible  returns. 

I  have  been  at  seven  meetings  in  this  city,  some  of  which 
have  been  limes  of  memorable  favour  to  my  soul,  and  I 
believe  a  fresh  visitation  of  gracious  help  to  some  here,  that 
I  have  cause  of  secret  ease  of  mind  in  pving  up  to  the 
service.  Yet  am  T  sensible,  low  baptizing  tunes  must  be 
met  with,  and  I  may  probably  travel  many  days  in  the 
strength  of  that  bread  already  received ;  but  in  this  also  I 
desire  to  be  contented ;  it  was  the  lot  of  the  all-perfect  One, 
and  of  his  faithful.  I  beg  preservation  from  every  thing 
which  might  exclude  me  from  his  holy  table;  and  let  His 
will  be  done  who  is  ever  worthy. 

Dear  sister,  may  thy  mind  be  stayed  upon  that  which  is 
immoveable,  which,  though  one,  is  omnipresent;  our  mutual 
rejoicing  in  spirit,  though  absent  in  bo^,  and  I  am  afresh 
assured  is  near  us  both  for  our  good :  this  Ume  of  absence 
will  gradually  wear  away ;  and  I  hope  to  be  restored  in  the 
due  time  to  the  enjoyment  of  that  society  and  company  which 
is  at  this  time  fresh  in  my  remembrance^  and  dear  to  my  life. 

S.  F. 
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HART  PBMBBBTON  TO  BOSANNA  FOTHEROILL. 

Philadelphia,  lOlh  Mo.,  16lb»  1754. 

It  is  in  a  degree  of  that  love  that  makes  the  friends 
of  TVnth  near  to  each  other,  in  a  spiritual  relation,  though 
personally  unacquainted,  that  I  at  this  time  salute  thee ;  and 
liavii)«j^  oft-times  cxpciiencctl  a  real  pleasure  in  sympatliizuig 
\\  \[]\  vny  friends,  whether  in  joy  or  sorrow,  it  is  a  disposition 
of  miiui  1  desire  to  retain,  as  it  bears  a  near  resemblance 
to  that  blessed  example  which  it  is  our  duty  and  greatest 
interest  to  loU  nv ,  and  justly  due  to  each  other  as  his  dis- 
ciples: in  a  sense  of  this  regard  and  sympathy,  I  have 
thought  of  thee  in  this  time  of  separation  from  so  valuable  a 
companion,  for  the  worVs  sake  whereunto  he  i«;  called,  and 
so  eminently  qualified ;  and  doubt  not,  dear  iriend,  but  the 
present  dispensation  will  be  made  easy  to  a  person  oi'  thy 
religious  experience,  by  a  large  ahaie  of  that  peace  which  ia 
the  effect  of  righteousDess,  and  in  partaking  of  that  blessing 
which  I  hope  and  tnut  will  attend  the  laboiira  of  thy  dear 
bushand  in  this  part  of  the  world ;  and  may  we,  who  have 
been  Ireqaenily  visited  with  tokens  of  the  divine  regard  in 
this  respect,  walk  worthy  of  so  great  mercy  and  favour,  by 
bringbg  forth  fruits  agreeable  to  the  abundant  labour  bestowed 
upon  us.  Well  may  it  be  said  of  us»  as  of  old,  We^  as  a 
people,  above  all  the  families  of  the  earib,  have  been  distin- 
guished,** by  the  inestimable  blessing  of  a  living  and  powerful 
ministiy ;  the  Iiord  grant  that  the  present  generation  may 
experience  the  happy  effects  of  these  gracious  calls  thorough  ly 
to  awaken  tbem  to  a  humble  and  circumspect  walking  with 
him;  and  as  thy  beloved  husband  is  peculiarly  instrumental 
in  this  great  and  honourable  work,  I  believe  I  may  venture 
to  say,  he  meets  with  a  pleasing  reception  by  all,  and  I  am 
sure  by  us,  who  are  favoured  with  his  acquaintance  and 
agreeable  company  at  our  house. 

  After  our  Quarterly  Meeting,  the  beginning  of  next 

month,  he  periiaps  will  make  but  a  short  stay  amongst  us. 
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the  season  of  the  year  being  the  most  suitable  for  a  longer 
joomey  to  the  soathward,  to  which  I  perceive  he  is  at  pre- 
sent led,  and  am  not  without  thoughts  that  ray  dear  husband 
may  bear  him  company,  if  he  can  contract  his  affairs  into  a 
compass  suitable  to  leave;  and  thongh  it  is  a  considerable 
trial  to  be  deprived  of  the  company  of  an  agreeable  com- 
panion and  indulgent  husband,  it  is  a  circumstance  which 
hath  heretofore  frequently  fallen  to  my  lot,  in  which,  at  times, 
I  have  happily  experienced  that  the  exercise  of  patience  and 
resignation  hath  been  attended  with  a  suitable  reward. 

Mary  Pemberton. 

SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  HIS  WIFE. 

Philadelpbiia,  10th  Mo.,  Slst,  1754. 

I  can  at  once  inform  thee  I  am  well,  every  way 
well ;  glory  and  pniisc  for  ever  bo  ascribed  to  the  inex- 
haustible spring  of  all  mercies,  who  lias  sustained  hitherto 
beyond  my  utmost  hopes,  and  enabled  me  to  travel  closely, 
and  labour  faithfully,  in  his  work  and  service.  I  have 
finished  (as  far  as  1  see  at  present)  my  visit  to  the  eastern 
shore  of  Maryland,  and  visited  a  small  meeting  in  Virginia, 
which  consisted  but  of  one  family;  but,  as  I  understood 
they  kept  up  a  meeting  constantly,  I  could  not  leave  it, 
though  it  cost  me  180  miles  ride.  I  have  been  about 
twenty-five  days  out  of  this  place,  and  travelled  about 
650  miles,  and  am  better  in  health  than  when  I  left  it;  the 
weather  generally  pleasant,  the  roads  vefy  good,  our 
accommodations  such  as  many  better  Friends  have  been 
content  with,  and  I  am  thoroughly  so.  I  came  back  to 
this  city,  having  some  concern  to  attend  the  Quarterly 
Meeting;  after  that,  I  hope  to  have  every  thing  ready  for 
my  long  journey.  I  expect  it  will  be  five  or  six  months 
before  I  can  either  hear  from  or  write  again  to  thee.  Israel 
Femberton  proposes  to  accompany  me  the  greatest  part  of 
my  southom  journey. 


Digitized  by  Google 


^TAT.  38.]  OF  SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL. 


157 


I  esteem  it  a  mercy  tbat  elaiiDs  my  deepest  gratitude, 
that  I  am  so  much  ft,TOured  in  every  respect ;  and  my  soul 
is  bowed  in  reverence  to  the  Author  of  true  help,  for  the  aid 
granted,  and  I  hope  ever  to  live  mindiiil  of  it.  1  met  dear 
M.  Peislcy  here,  and  we  were  together  this  day  at  the  week- 
day meeting,  which  was  very  large,  and  we  were  both  helped 
to  1  l1k)iii  ill  the  wisdom  and  auUiurity  of  Christ  our  head, 
to  liis  own  honour  and  our  great  ])eacc. 

I  want  not  aflectionate  remembrance  of  my  near  and  dear 
relations,  but  have  not  opportunity  at  present  of  writing, 
nor  doth  necessity  require  it ;  if  they  live  in  heart  to  the 
Heavenly  Father,  our  sympathy  and  imion  one  with  ai^other 
will  stand  immoveable,  in  that  which  absence  eannot 
impair  nor  many  waters  quench ;  which  will  be  our  joy  and 
rejoicing  one  in  and  with  another ;  though  outward  exprea- 
nons  may  fail,  yet  no  mistrust  of  neglect  or  forgetfidness 
will  take  place.  But  if  this  hidden  root  of  the  saints* 
fellowship  be  overlooked,  a  decay  of  true  union  will  gradu- 
ally ensue,  and  alienation  of  heart  from  the  family  and  its 
holy  head  will  talve  ])lace.  My  soul  fervently  begs  all  may 
be  quickened  to  diligence,  in  this  their  day,  to  do  their 
own  business  faithfully  in  the  heavenly  plantation ;  to  the 
rooting  oat  hurtfid  things,  which  I  am  sure  will  grow  and 
spread  in  the  unguarded  heart,  which  has  not  a  hedge  about 
it,  nor  seeks  the  descending  of  holy  rain,  for  quickening, 
ealiTening  help ;  but  is  absent  from  its  proper,  safe  habita- 
tion in  the  l^tb,  abroad  in  the  world,  and  its  pursuits  and 
evil  spirit  Such  will  suffer  loss,  and  be  in  danger  of  being 
so  lamentably  covered  with  briars,  thorns,  and  weeds,  as 
to  be  altogether  unlike  that  garden  enclosed,  wherein  the 
spouse  often  condescends  to  walk,  and  makes  it  as  Eden. 
The  salutation  of  my  heart  is  towards  my  bretliren  and 
sisters  that  way,  and  their  families,  with  strong  desires  for 
all  tlieu  help  and  establishment  in  the  truth  of  God  ;  for 
that  is  our  foundation,  and  sole,  safe  comer-stone  to  build 
on.  People  may  build  upon  hay  and  stubble,  and  have 
cause  to  be  ashamed  with  everlasting  shame  and  disappoint- 
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ment   For  let  ua  awibll  j  ccmsidery  wliat  many  are  desirous 
to  forget,  a  day  of  trial  hastens  apace  upon  all,  in  their  parti- 
eolar  capacity,  and  happy  they^  and  they  only,  who  hare  dug 
'  to  Christ  the  rock,  and  in  faithiul  obedience  been  built  up 

by  him,  in  and  upon  himself ;  when  dismay  shall  OTertalre 

the  stout  hearted,  and  woe  and  distress  those  who  have  been 
falsely  at  case  in  Zion,  and  a  terrible  day  come  upon  the 
forgellul  aiid  negligent,  those  lioncsLlv  concerned  and  diligent 
labourers  in  their  respective  lots  in  the  heritage,  will  have 
to  rejoice  iu  the  abundant  experience  of  divme  protection, 
and  receive  the  end  of  their  faith,  even  the  salvation  of 
their  souls.  The  overflowing  of  affectionate  remembrance 
has,  unawares,  led  my  pen  forwards  towards  niy  near  and 
dear  relations  with  their  families,  and  I  leave  thee  to  th}" 
liberty  cither  to  keep  or  spread  amongst  them  what  1  have 
written. 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTHERaiLL  TO  HIS  BBOTH£B  AND  SISTER. 

Philadelphia,  11  th  Mo.,  6th,  1754. 

In  the  ireshneaa  of  strong  natural  affection^  and 
in  the  renewedness  of  that  love  which  is  ahundaatlj  more 
uniting,  I  tenderly  salute  yon,  and  though  far  outwardly 
separated  from  you,  for  the  cause  and  testimony  of  TVoth, 
and  the  way  of  my  duty  for  peace*  sake,  yet  are  you  often 
present  in  spirit  with  me,  and,  1  am  persuaded,  I  with  you, 
in  that  which  is  not  destroyed  or  impaired  by  absence.  I 
have,  through  the  wonderful  condescension  of  our  father's 
God,  to  inform  you,  who  are  anxiously  solicitous  about  me, 
that  I  am  well,  —  every  way  ucll,  my  health  better  than 
I  have  for  some  time  enjoyed  iu  my  native  country ;  and, 
what  is  l(i  me  a  deeper  cause  of  reverent  dwelling  in  ashes, 
the  holy  arm  of  strength  is  near,  to  help  to  li\  e  and  to 
labour  iu  the  liord's  heritas^e,  so  as  to  know  his  blessed 
approbation,  which  1  pnucipally  and  above  all  desire,  and 
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in  that  tni6  iod  solid  peace  whieh  is  the  true  lichee  of  the 

BOCl). 

I  worship  in  heart  and  spirit  towards  that  heaTenly 
arm  who  has  led  me,  an  unworthy  creature,  into  the  secret 
fellowship  of  his  servants,  and  given  an  earnest  ol  ihe 
promised  inheritance;  who  hath  graciousl)  ]t;is8ed  by  mani- 
fold transgressions,  called  me  into  some  share  of  bis  holy 
service,  and  hitherto  sustained  through  many  besetments, 
regarded  tbe  secret  seed  of  sincerity  in  my  heart,  and 
revived  ray  hiddcnly  pained  soul,  even  when  1  had  merited 
an  everlasting  rej<  <  tir  it.  O,  that  the  sense  of  his  mercy 
miglit  ever  cover  and  clothe  our  spirits  to  such  a  de^ee 
of  humble  dilig*  iice,  as  to  excite  to  a  faithful  following  and 
service  of  him  who  is  ever  worthy  of  fear  and  obedience. 
In  this  and  this  only  wc  shall  rejoice  in  our  lots,  every  one 
under  his  own  fig  tree,  that  has  been  planted,  pruned,  and 
made  fruitful  by  the  cultiTation  of  the  right  hand  of  the 
great  husbandman. 

On  the  4th  of  last  month,  I  went  towards  the  eastern 
shore  of  Maryland,  to  some  yearly  meetings,  which  I  found 
my  mind  drawn  towardsi  and  to  visit  the  meetings  of 
Friends  in  that  part  of  the  province,  and  the  three  lower 
counties  belonging  to  PennsjlTania;  in  which  visit  I  was 
merciftOly  often  fiivouied  with  strength  to  labour  to  my 
comfort,  and  true  ease  of  spirit,  being  often  remarkably 
opened  into  the  states  of  the  meetings  and  individuals  where 
I  came ;  but  alas,  the  state  of  the  church  is  veiy  low  there- 
away,  their  numbers  small,  but  thdr  care  and  seal  for  truth 
in  general  less  than  their  numbers,  so  that  I  could  not  avoid 
a  daily  pain  of  heart  on  th«r  account,  whilst  with  them. 
Tbe  cause  seems  to  me  much  in  their  heads,  and  such  as 
ought  to  be  their  leaders  in  precept  and  examples,  and  by 
a  contrary  conduct  are  become  indeed  the  tail  of  tbe  pco])le, 
as  will  ever  be  the  case  where  people  seek  to  live  and  grow 
strong,  and  not  by  heavenly  iimd. 

To-morrow  I  propose  to  leave  this  place,  and  go  throus^h  a 
course  of  meetings  to  the  remotest  part  of  Virginia,  amongst 
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some  newlj  aattled  meetings.  I  expect  to  travel  500  miles, 
witbout  much  turn  out  of  a  direct  line.   T  salute  you  nearly 

and  tenderly,  and  am  your  affectionate  brother, 

S.  F. 


The  intimate  inendship  and  frequent  correspondence 
maintained  by  Samuel  Fothergill  with  Israel  Pemberton, 

his  brothers,  and  others  of  the  family,  demand  that  some 
brief  account  of  llicm  should  be  Iki  c  inserted. 

Their  ancestor,  Pliiuuas  Pcuiljcrlou,  was  bom  near 
Wigan,  in  Lancashire,  in  1G50.  He  was  an  early  and 
active  member  of  Hardshaw  Monthly  Meeting,  residing 
then  at  Bolton,  where  he  endured  much  persecution  for  his 
faitlifulness  in  supporting  Liiu  testimonies  of  the  Society  of 
Fra  iuis;  he  had  also  suffered  in  the  same  cause  whilst  au 
apprentice  at  Manchester. 

In  common  with  many  others,  who,  about  that  time, 
sought  a  country  where  they  might  serve  God  unmolested, 
and  enjoy  the  rights  of  religious  freedom  undisturbed  by 
persecution,  he  embarked  for  America  in  the  year  1682, 
with  his  wife  and  his  aged  father,  having  many  others  of 
their  company,  to  the  number  of  fidy-two  jiersons  in  all. 
This  was  about  the  time  of  the  settlement  of  Pennsylvania 
by  William  Penn ;  they  landed  in  that  province,  and  found 
that  ke  bad  arrifed  six  days  before  them..  When  they  came 
to  the  place  where  the  city  of  Philadelphia  now  stands, 
they  could  not  procure  any  accommodation  for  their  horses^ 

so  they  spancelled  them,  and  turned  them  out  into  the 
woods.** 

Fhineas  bought  a  tract  of  land  near  the  river  Delaware, 
where  he  long  resided,  a  useful  member  of  Society,  and 
filled  mtb  reputation  several  offices  in  the  province.*  He 
died  in  1702. 

*  In  1697  he  was  a  Member  of  the  Council,  and  Speaker  of 
the  AsBsmbly. 
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His  son  Israel  was  born  in  1681.  He  was  a  man  of  a 
calm,  even,  and  cIhm  rful  dispositiou,  and  his  mind  improved 
and  niiiclied  with  ihr  principles  of  true  religion;  this  ren- 
dered his  whole  lite  an  instructive  example  of  the  Christian 
virtues.  He  was  one  of  the  most  considerable  merchants  of 
Philadelphia,  and  was,  for  nineteen  years  successively,  a 
representative  for  that  city  in  the  General  Assembly.  He 
died  in  1754,  much  esteemed  and  beloTcd,  for  bis  great 
hospitalitj,  talents,  and  integrity. 

His  three  soDSy  Israel,  James,  and  John  Pemberton,  were 
all  of  them  eminent  and  valuable  men  in  their  day,  useful 
in  their  respeettve  stations,  and  for  a  long  period  took  an 
active  and  prominent  part  in  the  conceiDs  of  the  Society, 
as  well  as  in  some  of  the  affaiis  more  at  large  of  their  native 
ci^  and  province. 

In  the  letteis  of  Samuel  Foiheigill  to  them  there  may  be 
observed,  not  only  the  plain  and  honest  manner  in  which 
he  expressed  his  aifeetionate  feelings  for  their  welfare,  but 
also  the  remarkable  and  clear  sense  which  he  had  of  thdr 
respecttve  states,  and  of  the  difficulties  to  which  each  of 
them  was  exposed  by  character,  by  mental  constitution, 
or  other  circnmstsnces;  and  the  pecidiar  fitness  of  his  affec- 
tionate counsel  and  exhortations  to  the  three  brothers  is 
very  striking. 

Israel,  the  eldest,  was  a  man  of  great  powers  of  mind, 
of  a  clear  and  sound  judgment,  yet  of  a  (piick  and  anient 
temperament,  against  which  he  had  often  to  contend,  but  he 
was  enabled  to  yield  in  good  measure  to  the  subduing  and 
regulating  power  of  Truth.  He  was  extensively  engaged 
in  commerce,  and  in  benevolent  pursuits.  He  died  in  1779, 
aged  64. 

James,  the  second  son,  received  a  liberal  education;  and 
his  parents  took  care  early  to  iusUl  into  the  minds  of  all 
their  children  a  regard  and  reverence  for  those  great  prin- 
ciples of  Truth,  by  which  his  future  life  was  regulated.  His 
mother,  Kachael  Pemberton,  watched  the  early  unfoldings 
of  his  mind,  and  hoped  much  from  the  mildness  of  temper 
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and  steadiness  of  conduct  which  he  early  manifested.  Nor 
was  she  disappointed;  whilst  he  dlien  bore  decisive  lesii- 
mony,  and  particular!}-  when  near  the  close  of  his  long  and 
useful  life,  to  the  deep  obligation  he  had  been  under  for  her 
tender  and  judicious  care. 

His  intellectual  powers  were  great,  and  highly  cultivated. 
Possessed  of  ample  pecuniary  means,  endowed  witli  a  sound 
judgment,  and  influenced  by  the  most  enlarged  benevolence^ 
he  was  ever  found  ready  to  devote  his  powers,  his  time,  and 
his  substance  to  the  promotion  of  the  good  of  his  fellow- 
cfeatuies.  Of  the  public  chartered  schools  of  Philadelphia 
he  was  early  elected  an  overseer  or  govemory  by  the  voice 
of  his  fellow  citisens;  and  of  the  Tazions  hospitalsy  and 
other  benevolent  institntionsy  he  was  a  liberal  benefactor, 
and  took  an  active  share  in  theur  management  With  hia 
brother  Israel^  he  waa  the  steady  Mend  and  advocate  of 
the  oppressed  African  race,  and  of  the  Indian  tribes.  They 
were  both  at  one  p^od  members  of  the  state  legislatare,  and 
possessed  considerable  influence,  which  they  often  exerted 
on  behalf  of  the  latter-named  people. 

He  filled  with  abiUty  and  reputation  many  offices  in  the 
religions  society  of  Friends.  Of  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings 
he  was  a  member  from  its  first  establishment  in  1756,  until, 
in  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  1808  be  publicly  resigned  bis 
place,  on  aecuuuL  of  his  advanced  age  and  increasing  infir- 
mities. 

In  tlie  year  1777,  he,  with  his  two  broihers,  and  seventeen 
other  Friends,  were  unjustly  seized  by  ibe  govemmenl,  and, 
without  beinp:  informed  what  was  alleged  agiiinsl  them, 
were  taken  from  their  families  and  homes,  and  sent  under 
a  military  guard  to  a  distant  province,  where  they  were 
detained  as  prisoners  several  mouths. 

His  temperate  life,  and  the  evenness  and  placidity  of  bis 
temper,  contributed  to  his  length  of  days,  smootlied  and 
softened  the  decline  of  life,  and  rendered  the  approach  to 
its  final  close  easy,  and  almost  imperceptible.  He  often 
contemplated  with  steady  attention,  and  without  fear,  that 
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solemn  period ;  and  in  the  second  moQtb^  1809^  he  quietly 
departed,  in  the  86tb  year  of  luB  age. 

John  Pemberton,  the  yoongest  of  the  three  brothers, 
was  a  humble,  diffident  man,  gifted  with  a  meek  and  quiet 
spirit:  his  fearfulness  oflen  led  him  into  deep  provings  and 
mental  cooflictSy  ere  he  felt  sufficient  confideoce  to  yield  a 
foil  and  unieBenred  obedience  to  required  duty.  To  him 
was  given  the  hind  word  of  encouragement,  whilst  his 
brothers  appeared  more  to  require,  during  their  earlier  days, 
the  calming  and  cautionary  counsel  of  an  experienced  fellow 
trayeller  and  fidthfiil  friend,  like  Samuel  Fothergill. 

John  Pembertoo  was  well  hnown  as  a  minister;  he 
traTelled  extensively  in  this  capacity  in  his  native  land, 
and  three  times  visited  Europe.  He  fiist  came  over  with 
John  Churchman  and  William  Brown,  the  former  of  whom 
he  accompanied  through  many  parts  of  England,  and  also 
into  Holland. 

His  next  visit  was  in  1783,  in  company  with  William 
Matthews.  On  their  voyage  they  were  taken  prisoners,  and 
carried  into  Franee.  lie  had  extensive  servicu  aiuoiigst 
those  not  of  the  same  religious  profession  with  himself, 
particularly  in  the  north  of  Scotland.  He  spent  upwards 
of  &ix  years  in  diligent  labour  during  this  visit,  and  returned 
to  America  in  1789. 

Finding  himself  once  more  engaged  in  religious  concern 
to  visit  Europe,  be  oinbarlced  in  1794,  landrd  in  Holland, 
and  proceeded  thence  to  Pyrinout  in  Germany,  where,  after 
about  four  months  spent  in  religious  labour,  he  departed 
this  life,  on  the  31st  of  1st  Montli,  17d5,  aged  67. 

Their  mother,  Bachael  Pemberton,  was  the  daughter  of 
Charles  Read,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Pennsylvania. 
She  was  indeed  as  a  mother  in  Israel,"  and  was  distin- 
guished by  her  cm  r  over  her  own  family,  her  sympathy  with 
those  under  affliction  of  body  or  mind,  and  her  great  hospi- 
tality and  kindness,  particularly  to  those  who  were  called  to 
travel  in  the  woik  of  the  ministiy :  to  such  her  house  was 
ever  open,  both  during  the  life  of  her  husband  and  afterwards. 
She  died  in  I76d,  at  the  age  of  74. 
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Mary  remberton,  the  wife  of  Israel,  was  also  a  valuable 
and  experienced  elder.  The  removal  of  her  husband  into 
exile,  in  1777,  was  a  great  affliction  to  her;  and,  as  she 
expressed,  she  believed  it  would  tend  to  shorten  her  stay 
in  this  world. 

She  fell  mU)  a  gradual  decay  during  his  absence,  and 
some  tiiiir  after  he  was  restored  to  his  family,  she  (hus 
addreSvSed  him  :  —  "It  is  now  evident  to  me,  my  dear,  that 
"  we  must  soon  part ;  we  have  passed  through  many  deep 
"  tiials ;  there  is  nothing  between  us  but  true  love,  and 

great  affection;  I  hope  thoa  wilt  be  kept  in  true  resigns- 
"  tion.    I  had  Bome  hope  of  continuing  some  time  longer^ 

both  on  thy  account  and  that  of  onr  dear  grand-daughter; 

but  I  am  not  solicitous  about  it,  not  very  solicitous.^* 
She  peacefiiUy  departed  this  life  in  the  10th  Month, 
1778^  aged  74  years. 


SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  MARY  PEMBERTON. 

Opechan,  ISth  Mo.,  4lihy  1754. 

In  expectation  of  thy  dear  husband's  being  set 
out  to  meet  me,  i  address  this  to  thee,  to  let  thee  know 

where  I  now  am   I  have,  with  a  reverently  bowed 

spirit,  to  inform  thee,  I  am  well  every  way.  My  health 
is  maintained  beyond  my  hopes ;  and,  what  is  more,  and  a 
deeper  cause  of  gratitude  and  mward  worship  to  the  Most 
High,  his  holy  arm  is  near  to  sustain  in  labour,  to  his  own 
honour,  and  ilie  Ix  Ip  of  some.  To  lus  worthy  name  be  all 
the  gain  consecrated,  for  it  is  his  due. 

My  passage  seems  through  briars  and  thorns,  and  my 
walking  as  amongst  the  tombs  of  the  dead,  a  too  general 
languor  having  spread  amongst  the  people;  nevertheless, 
the  Lord,  terrible  in  righteonsnesSy  is  nigh  at  hand  to 
conduct  forvanUy  renewing  strong  evidence  that  I  am  in 
my  proper  Ibe. 
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This  conddmticniy  dear  finend^  is  a  fruitful  souice  of 
comfort  in  many  times  of  deep  wading.  Oh,  that  we,  and 
each  of  the  family,  may  fix  it  in  full  view,  as  the  mark  of 
the  prize.  Satisfied  I  am,  many  would  have  wings  given 
them,  that  now  lie  as  amongst  the  pots,  and  the  Fathei's 
name  become  famous  amongst  the  ten  thousands  of  his 
true  IsraeLites.  My  soul  salutes  thee  in  the  ftesh  sense  of 
living  help  revealed  near;  and  begs,  as  for  myself,  immove- 
able perseverance,  and  increase  in  fSidihiidneBB;  that  the 
residue  of  hindering  things  may  be  folly  fanned  away,  and 
we  may  come  ap  in  our  lots  here^  and  remun  in  glorious 
ones  fbr  ever. 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTHEKGILL  TO  HIS  WIFE. 

Curles-upon-James*s  River,  in  Virginia, 
18th  Mo.,  13tb,  1754. 

In  daily  and  aflcclionale  remembrance,  though 
far  outwardly  separated,  for  the  cause  and  testimony  of  the 
Lord  our  God,  yet  never  more  livmgl}  and  comfortably 
near  in  spirit  since  our  first  acquaintance ;  witli  all  the 
tender  affection  and  sympathy  so  tender  a  relation  claims, 
yet  without  repining  at  my  lot,  or  looking  painfully  home- 
wards, being  sennMe  the  unchangeable  shepherd  is  all 
sufficient  to  keep  and  bless,  wherever  or  however  scattered, 
if  suitable  care  remains  not  to  scatter  from  liim. 

I  find  something  in  the  climate  peculiarly  favourable  to 
my  constitution.  Have  had  good  travelling  weather,  and 
not  any  severe  cold;  some  rain  swelled  the  rivers  as  I  came 
along,  and  we  were  obliged  to  pass  them  in  small  canoes 
ourselves,  and  swim  our  horses, — a  circumstance  1  much 
dreaded  before  I  left  England,  but  am  now  reconciled 
to  it,  and  many  other  things  that  seem  like  hardships ;  but 
I  am  made  perfectly  easy,  and  the  day  is  sufficient  for  the 
evil  thereof.  I  have  hitherto  slept  under  a  roo(  though 
sometimes  a  miserable  one,  and  nevertheless  have  been 
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preserved  from  taking  any  cold  that  has  been  troablesonie. 
I  expect  t(i  i(  si  at  tliis  place  two  or  three  days,  and  then 
to  prucced  in  iny  visit  to  the  residue  of  this  province,  North 
Carolina,  Houth  Carolina,  and  Geor^jfia,  in  which  route  I 
cannot  avoid  some  nights  in  the  woods;  but  the  climate 
there  is  very  warm,  and  even  at  that  time  of  the  year  the 
days  pretty  long;  in  this  ]ilace,  where  I  am,  this  day  is  two 
hours  and  four  minutes  I  niL^er  tlian  it  is  in  England,  and  T 
have  550  miles  almost  due  South  to  proceed^  before  I  can 
see  it  my  way  to  turn  back  again. 

The  state  of  the  church  in  this  proTince  is  low  and 
painful ;  those  advanced  in  years,  in  general,  very  insensible 
of  true  feeling,  or  suitable  zeal  for  Tnith's  adrancement 
in  themselves,  their  families,  or  the  church;  my  passage 
amongst  them  has  been  close,  laborious,  and,  in  some 
places,  I  believe,  strengthened  to  awake  and  alarm  the 
careless,  to  their  help,  and  the  renewing  cause  of  secret 
worship  to  the  Lord  Almighty,  that  he  has  hitherto  answered 
the  humble  petition  of  my  heart,  not  to  leave  me  destitute 
of  his  holy  presence  in  this  remote  and  desert  land ;  and  his 
word  has  indeed  been  as  a  flame  of  fire,  and  the  house  of 
Esau  as  stubble;  but  it  is  the  most  exercbing,  laborious 
work  I  ever  was  engaged  in,  being  concerned  to  Tisit  every 
small  meeting,  and  many  of  their  families,  and  when  that  is 
done  to  collect  four  or  five  meetings  together,  as  a  general 
meeting,  to  take  my  leave  of  them. 

This  manner  of  labour  requires  time,  and  prevents  my 
getting  hastily  forwards ;  but  I  came  for  peace,  and  must 
not  over-run  it;  and  the  sure  Helper  and  reward  of  his 
people  is  eminently  near  to  helj),  to  the  praise  of  his  lijiglity 
name,  aiul  the  revival  of  his  plauLaliou  amongst  the  rising 
generation,  some  of  whom  his  blessed  hand  is  upon  for 
good.  1  am  favoured  with  the  company  of  a  worthy  inno- 
cent Friend,  an  elder,  from  Philadelphia;  his  name,  Edward 
Catherall.  I  r\]M  rl  Israel  Pcmbcrton  here  this  day,  to 
accom])any  me  southwards,  and  then  E.  C.  retunis.  He  has 
travelled  with  me  about  1,200  miles,  and  been  very  service- 
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able ;  and  has  sometimes,  though  against  my  will,  stepped 
in  between  me  and  expense. 

I  am  humbly  thankful  to  the  all-sufricient  Hand,  for  the 
cuiitinued  evidence  of  his  blessed  regard;  and  strong  liupe 
prevails  he  will  not  bi  unmindful  of  thee,  and  my  little 
concerns  al  ijouie,  but  by  bis  blessed  Providence  make  hard 
things  easy,  and  enable,  with  patience,  and  careful  diligonce, 
to  act  our  several  parts,  to  our  comfort  in  him  and  one  in 
aoother. 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTBEEGILL  TO  HIS  BROTHER  AND  SISTER. 

Curles-upou-James'  River,  Virginia, 
12th  Mo.,  13tb,  1751. 

I  hare,  through  the  continued  fisLrour  of  the  nevcr- 
fisaliDg  Fountain  of  all  good,  to  infoim  you,  my  health  is 
preserved  to  my  admiration ;  I  remember  not  eleven  weeks 
spent  for  some  years  with  less  intermption  of  health  than 
those  I  haTe  spent  in  these  parts ;  though  varions  ciieam- 
stances  of  hardship  hare  attended,  particnlarly  cold  lodging, 
litde  better  than  in  the  woods,  yet  ha?e  not  been  afiected  by 
any  cold,  or  found  any  inconvenience  afterwards  attending. 
I  find  my  bodily  strength  renewed,  and  ability  given  to 
nndeigo  seeming  hardships  with  very  great  ease.  I  mention 
this  circmnstance  of  health  with  a  gratefol  heart  towards 
him  who  is  Lord  of  all,  the  support  of  body  and  soul,  and 
before  whom  they  ought  both  to  be  altars  whence  the  sacrifice 
of  awful  worship  should  often  ascend. 

I  have,  since  I  wrote  last,  visited  some  meetings  wliich  lay 
remote  in  the  distant  back  paiLs  of  l^euusylvaiua,  Maryland, 
and  V  irginia,  having  crossed  the  great  river  Susquehanna, 
about  eigbty  miles  west  of  Philadelphia,  and  visited  the 
meetings  of  Friends  along  the  Blue  Mountains,  and  tlience 
returned  130  miles  through  a  country  void  of  Friends,  into 
the  more  inhabited  part  of  tliis  colony.  Have  hitherto 
visited  all  the  settled  meetings  of  Friends  in  my  course. 
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however  small  and  low,  and  indeed  BOirowinl  is  the  state  of 
the  Church  in  these  parts;  the  same  painful  stupidity  of  hearty 
which  has  coTeied  the  eastern  shore  of  Maryland,  and  too 
many  in  Pennsylv'ania,  seems  here  also  to  spread,  and  henumb 
the  people,  more  especially  amongst  those  adrandng  into, 
or  near  old  age ;  there  are  some  liviDg  young  people  amongst 
them,  but  the  crooked  footsteps  of  the  old  professors  in  part, 
and  the  lethargy  of  those  more  morally  clean,  seem  to 
threaten  the  utter  extirpation  of  the  profession  from  various 
parts  of  this  province.  I  have  been  led  into  very  close  and 
lab orious  work  uuiongst  them,  in  their  raectinps  and  in  their 
families,  and  to  visit  particulars,  to  my  own  secret,  case  and 
comfort  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty,  though  tlaough  the 
hardest  labour  that  I  ever  yet  met  with  in  public  and  private. 
But  the  stronp:  support  of  ever-blessed  ITclp  has  been  very 
wdiidfi  fully  near,  and  has  answered  the  petition  that  has 
often  arisi  ij  Irom  ray  soul,  deeply  and  anxiously  bowed,  that 
he  would  not  leave  me  destitute  of  his  strength  and  help  in 
a  remote  land,  but  accompany  and  lead  me  in  every  part  of 
my  passage,  that  though  separated  from  many  near  and  dear 
to  my  life,  amongst  the  nearest  whereof  I  rank  you,  I  might 
not  be  separated  from  the  holy  Presence,  or  unacquainted 
with  the  renewal  thereof  ereiy  day.  And  it  is  with  a  heart 
at  this  time  covered  with  reverence,  I  have  to  acknowledge 
he  hath  not  failed  to  help  me  to  labour  faithfully  to  some 
service  in  divers  places,  to  the  awakening  and  the  help  of 
some  on  their  way,  and  the  comfort  of  the  scattered  remnant 
of  the  true  Israelites ;  some  of  the  younger  class  seem  under 
the  visitation  of  the  hlessed  planting  hand,  to  whom  my 
heart  has  been  drawn  with  lively  encouragement  to  hold  on 
their  way,  and  though  rejected  by  their  natural  parents,  with 
respect  to  any  religious  oversight  and  help,  the  eye  of  the 
Father  of  the  whole  family  both  in  heaven  and  earth  seems 
over  them;  may  their  eye  be  unto  him,  for  alas !  all  instm* 
mental  assistance  seems  cut  off  ftom  their  earth.  I  am 
obliged,  for  peace*  sake,  after  T  have  visited  three  or  four 
meetings,  to  collect  them  together,  to  take  my  leave  of  them, 
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aiul  though  it  makes  my  passage  slow,  yet  it  brings  peace, 
and  thai  1  came  for,  and  would  gladly  bring  with  me,  if  ever 
I  revisit  my  native  land. 

It  is  not  unlikely  but  the  rumour  of  some  damage  done  in 
the  back  parts  of  South  Carolina,  by  the  Indians,  has  before 
this  reached  England,  and  may  give  some  uneasy  a|)pre- 
heiisious ;  I  bad  an  opportunity  of  conversing  with  a  person 
lately  returned  from  that  neip:hbourhood,  who  informed  me 
that  the  bodies  of  sixteen  English  were  found  murdered, 
and  nine  were  missing,  who,  being  principally  women,  were 
supposed  to  be  carried  into  captivity.  By  what  Indians 
tbe  act  was  committed,  is  only  conjecture ;  some  Northern 
Indians  were  seen  to  march  through  the  back  settlements  of 
Vuginia  and  Maryland.  It  is  generally  thought  the  English 
were  settling  themselves  very  last  on  a  piece  of  fine  hunting 
land  belongiDg  to  the  Indians^  without  giving  them  satis- 
faction for  it^  and  had  been  warned  off  by  them,  but,  dis- 
regarding it,  receiTed  this  severe  token  of  Indian  displeasure. 
It  is  remote  from  the  settlement  of  mends»  and  far  from  my 
route. 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  POTHEROILL  TO  TABITHA  ECROm* 

Curles-ttpon-James'  River,  in  Virginia, 
12th  Mo.,  14th,  1764. 

Thou  hast  for  some  weeks  been  the  frequent  com- 
panion of  my  ihoughiB,  with  true  nearness  and  strong  regard 

*  Tabitha  Ecroyd  was  the  daughter  of  lUchard  and  Susannah 
Ecroyd,  of  Mamden,  in  Lancashire,  and  wss  bom  in  the  year  1724. 
She  bent  early  to  the  visitations  of  divine  grace;  many  deep  bap- 
tisms and  conflicts  of  spiht  were  her  portion ;  these  she  endured 
with  patience,  and  in  tbe  twenty-dxth  year  of  her  age  came  forth 
in  the  ministry  of  the  gospel,  and  be(»me  a  diligent  and  faithful 
labourer  therein.  About  two  yeais  atler  her  marriage  with  Ricfaaid 
Marriott,  of  Man86eld,  they  removed  to  Maraden,  and  there  she 
oontinoed  to  reside  until  her  death  in  1786. 
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for  tiiee^  and  desim  for  thy  safety^  and  a  progrew  on  fhy 
way  toward  Zion^  and  I  found  this  eyening  an  openneaa  of 
heart  to  write  to  thee  a  salutation  of  true  brotherly  kindness, 
to  encourage  and  caution  for  thy  help ;  for  though  mj  house 
may  not  hare  been  so  with  God  aa  that  of  some  others^  I 
am  not  ymd  of  experience  In  the  way  to  New  Jerusalem ;  I 
coDsecrate  the  gain  to  God,  and  dedicate  my  strength  and 
labour  to  liis  service,  and  the  help  of  my  fellovv-tiavLlli  i>i. 
Convinced  I  am,  dear  IVioiid,  the  Lord  Almighty  has  given 
thee  a  name  in  liis  holy  household,  and  consecrated  thee  in 
measure  to  his  service. 

What  lives  upon  niy  heart  to\^  trds  tliee  is — Keep  with 
diligence  the  earnest  ul  adoption  upon  thy  own  spirit;  seek, 
seek  incessantly,  to  know  the  inscription  and  mark  of  the 
family  clear  and  evident  upon  thee;  it  is  at  times  wriili  n  and 
imprinted  in  characters  so  evident,  tliat  ourselves,  and  even 
by-standers,  may  easily  perceive  it;  this  affluence,  in  an 
unguarded  heart,  produces  ease  and  relaxation  of  spirit; 
then  is  the  time  Lucifer  arises,  and  whispers  to  the  soul  that 
dangerous  doctrine.  Once  in  grace,  ever  in  grace ;  and,  Soul, 
take  thy  rest  the  Lord  thy  God  hath  dealt  boontifnUy  with 
thee.  By  this  means  daily  care  for  living  l)rcn  d  ceases,  and  the 
remembrance  of  former  bread  becomes  the  sole  sustenance  of 
the  soul,  and  eren  that  in  process  of  time  becomes  less  cared 
fi>r,  another  support  having  been  chosen.  Under  the  law, 
many  animals  were  deemed  dean  who  chewed  the  cud;  but 
when  the  victuals  have  been  received  in  gross,  and,  by  the 
power  of  revulsion,  brought  a  second  dme  upon  the  palate, 
and  chewed,  they  turn  to  nourishment,  but  axe  never  again 
to  be  eaten  as  food,  but  fresh  must  be  sought  for,  or  death 
soon  ensues.  Oh!  therefore,  cleave  to  the  Feeder  of  his 
people ;  receive  what  he  bands  forth ;  there  is  a  blessing  in 
it,  though  it  be  the  bread  and  water  of  affliction :  low,  painful 
times  are  often  strongly  and  blessedly  helpful,  and  produce 
a  careful  search  and  holy  in(iuir3'.  If  the  precious  piece  of 
money  be  lost,  to  svvecj)  the  house  clean,  by  the  searching 
power,  has  often,  nay  always,  been  attended  with  succet>s, 
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as  the  only  method  of  finding  it  again.  In  these  purified 
hearts,  the  word  of  the  Lord  God  will  grow,  and  the 
plant  of  renown  will  shoot  Tigoronsly^  and  spread  over  the 
wall,  and  the  branches  thereof  spread  to  the  ministr}  of  the 
word  to  others.  That  lamentable  dwarfisfaness  which  attends 
some,  is,  I  am  persuaded,  much  owing  to  the  want  of  proper 
cultiTation,  and  deep  labour  for  spiritual  sonship  $  for  the 
Lord,  our  holy  head,  would  have  his  children  resemble  him- 
self in  beauty,  and  their  faces  like  those  of  the  sons  of 
princes  of  the  immortal  family.  His  voice  is  lieard  distinctly 
—  the  cry- — the  what  —  the  when  —  arc  all  intelligible  to 
these  souls ;  their  cars  arc  quick  of  understanding,  and  their 
hearts  prompt  to  knowledge.  If  heavenly  lavour  be  their 
covering,  their  safe  dwelling  is  in  ashes ;  if  tossing  and  low 
times  attend,  the  Lord  is  the  stnl)iiity  of  their  salvation;  if 
snuts  and  temptations  attend,  they  hear  the  ancient  call. 
Arise,  my  love,  my  fair  one,  and  come  avvay."  Oh  my 
friend,  beloved  in  and  for  the  Truth,  that  thy  lot  may  be  in 
this  safe  enclosure  of  the  walls  of  siUvation,  and  T  am  satis- 
fied in  heart  that  tlie  I^ird  would  make  tiiee  an  instrument 
of  good  in  his  hand.  Do  thou  deavc  in  soul  to  him,  and  if 
he  should  put  thee  seemingly  up,  and  lay  by  iirom  service  in 
public,  quietly  bear  the  dispensation  of  his  proTidence ; 
awake  not  thy  beloved  until  he  please.  The  Lord  of  all 
mercy  preserve  thee  chaste  to  himself;  guard  thee  from 
incumbrances  of  every  kind,  that  he  alone  may  be  the  object 
in  thy  view — thy  morning  light,  and  evening  song.  Amen, 
Amen  saith  my  soul,  for  thee^  myself,  and  all  his  visited,  the 
world  over. 

I  have  travelled  very  closely,  being  preserved  in  my  health 
admirably;  I  have  not  been  on  shore  twelve  weeks,  but 
have  travelled  above  1,200  miles,  and  have  had  near  seventy 
public  meetings.  A  lively  renmant  remains  in  this  land, 
principally  of  the  rising  generation,  and  advancing  towards 
middle  life ;  many  of  the  elders  are  dead,  and  some,  though 
alive  in  the  body,  are  dead  to  God  in  the  sense  of  Truth. 
I  have  often  been  deeply  baptized  into  distress  and  suffering 
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on  their  account,  but  with  a  soul  covered  with  deep  reverence 

beloic  all-sufficient  Help.  I  have  to  say  his  powerful  hand 
has  been  wonderfully  made  bare,  and  his  word  has  been  as 
a  fire  in  the  Mount  of  Esau,  dreadlully  alarming  to  the 
forgetful  and  obdurate;  holy  balsam  to  the  wounded  has 
been  near ;  remember  it,  O  my  soul,  with  trembling ! 

Accept,  dear  friend,  this  salutation  in  good  pari ;  it  is  the 
language  of  a  soul  solicitous  in  a  strong,  secret  manner,  for 
thy  welfare. 


SUSANNA  FOTBEROILL  TO  HER  HUSBAND. 

Warrington,  1st  Mo.,  12tb,  1755. 

............  It  gare  both  me  and  thy  Mends  great 

aatiafaetion  to  hear  of  thy  safe  anival  and  good  health, 
and  of  the  regard  of  heavenly  proteelion  and  help^  and 
thy  eyidence  of  peace  was  more  than  all;  indeed  I  did 
not  doubt  but  divine  Providence^  who  was  pleased  to 
can  thee  from  thy  native  land  in  his  service,  would  be 
near  to  thee,  and  be  thy  support  and  strength  in  every 
needfol  time.  My  spirit  is  often  with  thee,  and  my  soul 
often  bows  in  reverent  thankiblnesB  to  the  ibuntsin  of  all 
our  mercies,  on  thy  account,  and  likewise  on  my  own; 
having  with  humble  thankfulness  to  say,  he  has  helped  me 
hitherto,  and  hath  renewed  my  strength ;  he  has,  at  times, 
lifted  up  his  countenance  upon  me,  and  replenished  my  soul 
with  his  goodness,  so  that  I  have  no  cause  to  murmur  or 
repine,  nor  ever  have  since  our  separation,  being  made 
sensible  that  it  was  the  will  of  Providence ;  and  he  has  been 
pleased  to  en(l(>\\  me  with  strengtli  freely  lo  resign  thee, 
believing  that  he  that  called  thee  from  mc  could  in  his  own 
time  restore  thee  to  me  again,  and  so  has  he  been  pleased 
to  stay  my  mind  on  him.  I  have  had  great  peace  of  nnnd, 
and  a  secret  belief  that  he  would  be  thy  guide  and  support, 
and  conduct  thee  safely  on  thy  journey. 
 Be  not  in  haste,  wherever  diou  comes;  do  not  let 
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anyplace  sli]j  that  iLuu  mayest  liave  the  least  glimpse  of 
service  in,  be  it  over  so  small,  or  whether  in  mccliii^s  or 
families ;  cleliberale  and  wait,  to  know  whether  there  be  not 
something  required,  and  il  thou  iind  anything  left  short, 
where  thou  hast  been,  it  is  better  to  return  to  the  place  and 
finish  tlie  w  ork.  I  hope  and  believe  Providence  will  be  with 
thee,  and  be  thy  guide. 

Susanna  1<otuergill. 

SAMUEL  FOTHERQILL  TO  HIS  WIFE. 

Charleston,  South  Carolina,  2nd  Mo.,  iSth,  1755. 

Since  I  wrote  irom  Waynoak  I  bare  vwted  all 
the  residue  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina^  and  late  last 
night  airived  here,  and  hare  had  a  meeting  here  this  day, 
amongst  a  poor  miserable  handful  of  professors,  and  believe 
I  must  visit  all  their  families  before  I  can  easily  leave  the 
place.  I  expect  to  be  in  Georgia,  150  miles  south  of  this 
place,  some  time  next  week,  and  then  return  northwards, 
800  miles,  upon  a  line,  without  much  stop,  except  seven 
meetings  which  I  left  as  I  came  southwards. 

Ihe  winter  hereaway  has  been  remarkably  pleasant;  the 
principal  inconvenience  has  been  the  heats  we  have  met 
with ;  sometimes  in  the  last  month  ourselves  and  horses  were 
obliged  to  lay  by  for  some  hours  in  the  middle  of  the  day, 
to  avoid  the  excessive  heats.  On  the  29th  last  month  we 
were  overtaken  in  the  evening  by  a  violent  storm  of  thunder, 
lightning,  and  ram,  and  were  lost  in  the  woods.  With  much 
difficulty  we  got  a  fire  made,  and  stood  round  it  in  most 
violent  rain  until  almost  midnight,  when  some  dogs  at  a 
plantation  directed  us  to  it,  by  their  barking  at  our  tire,  and 
the  liowlinn^  of  the  wolves  about  us. 

On  the  2nd  instant,  after  a  ride  of  fifty  miles,  wc  were 
obliged  to  lie  in  the  woods  all  night,  and  though  the  scene 
was  unusual  and  the  night  pretty  cold,  I  don't  iind  I  have 
got  any  cold,  or  am  any  way  disordered  by  it,  being  iuUy 
sensible, — Sufficient  is  the  day  for  the  evil  thereof. 
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1  am  humbly  thankful  to  the  Lord  Almighty  for  all  his 
mercies,  amongst  which,  I  esteem  it  a  singular  one  to  be 
enabled  patiently  to  bear  a  separation  from  thee,  which 
at  first  seemed  like  a  most  painful  division;  and  uUhough 
no  time  of  our  being  united  together  has  passed  in  which 
thou  wast  dearer  to  me,  or  my  affections  stronger  than  at 
this  time,  yet  T  am  comfortably  easy,  in  hopes  we  may 
afresh  be  favoured  with  a  personal  reunion.  May  the  Shep- 
herd of  Israel  be  our  keeper^  and  his  everlasting  dew  rest 
loTii^'  upon  our  branches. 

My  companiODi  Israel  Pemberton,  is  agreeable  and  helpful 
m  Tarious  TespecU^  and  hope  be  will  receive  sbme  profit 
from  this  journey. 

I  have  this  day  bad  a  large^  good  meetiDg,  to  my  satis- 
&etion ;  but  the  meeting-bouse,  being  small,  was  inconve- 
vkaaL  Most  of  tbe  principal  inbabitanta  attended,  and  I 
expect  tbe  use  of  Uie  Baptist  Meeting-boafe  on  first  day 
oFening,  to  take  leave  of  tbe  inhabitants  of  this  place,  who 
have  given  general  instances  of  their  regard. 

George  Whitfield  passed  throagh  this  town  a  few  days 
ago,  for  Georgia,  having  travelled  very  hard  firom  Philadel- 
phia, to  get  to  his  flock  before  we  came  amongst  them. 

I  have  now  travelled  2550  miles,  upon  the  contuient  of 
America;  of  which,  one  horse  has  carried  me  1750;  he  is 
an  excellent  ereatore,  and  providentially  pat  into  my  hands 
by  a  friend  near  Philadelphia.  He  cost  me  about  five 
pounds  sterling ;  he  travels  with  great  ease  and  safety,  and 
sometimes,  like  his  master,  with  hard  fare,  aiid  sometimes 
none  at  all,  but  we  both  jog  on  contentedly.  I  intend  him 
to  rest  here  until  my  return  from  Georgia. 

The  state  of  the  church  is  generally  low,  and  exceedingly 
so  in  this  place ;  there  in  very  little  of  the  form,  aud  much 
less  of  the  pow  cr,  of  Truth  amongst  them.  My  heart  has 
been  bowed  into  strong  conceni,  and  close  labour  for  and 
with  them,  and  hope  for  some  little  reviving  of  secret  care 
in  particulars;  but  alas,  many  seem  awakened  for  a  time, 
and  sink  afresh  into  lukewanDness. 
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Second  Day  moniiiig,  2nd  Mo.,  17ih. 

Yesterday  is  comfortably  passed  over;  the  Baptist 
Meetmg-house  was  lent  to  ns^  and  we  had  a  large,  crowded 
meeting,  to  memorahle  satisiaction,  the  ancient  Helper 
▼ouchsafing  to  appear  aa  mouth  and  wisdom:  to  him  be 
all  glciy  ascnbed* 

8.R 

SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  HI8  WIFE. 

Charleston,  2nd  Mo.,  26, 1755. 

I  wrote  to  thee  from  this  place  about  twelve  days 
ago,  siDce  which  1  have  been  in  Georgia,  and  returned 
hither  last  night;  having  continiu d  cause  of  humble  acknow- 
ledgments to  the  Father  of  all  mercies,  for  his  support  every 
way.  I  have  mnv  Iji  t  n  to  the  extent  of  my  visit  southward, 
being  1*20  miles  further  tlian  any  Friend  hath  travelled  on 
religious  account,  and  am  setting  my  face  northwards.  I 
propose  another  public  meeting  in  this  place  to-morrow, 
and  then  to  leave. 

We  have  been  much  favoured  with  fine  weather,  and 
have  excellent  roads  j  the  heat  has  been  rather  troublesome, 
hot  not  so  much  as  to  be  very  inconyenient  Our  road  is 
throQgh  woods  which  are  nearly  always  green,  bebg  almost 
covered  with  myrtle,  laurel,  and  bay  trees,  which  makes  me 
often  forget  the  time  of  the  year;  none  of  the  symptoms  of 
oar  winters  are  here  to  be  seen. 

S.  F. 

MARY  PEISLEY  TO  SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL. 

Wright^B  Town,  (in  America,)  2nd  Mo.,  27th,  1755. 

The  freedom  and  candour  of  thy  very  acceptable 
favour  has  had  the  happy  tendency  to  set  me  upon  tlie 
strictest  examination  ot  myself  which  my  deceitful  heart 
was  capable  of;  a  task  to  which  it  was  much  disposed 
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before  the  receipt  of  thine:  it  being  a  season  of  ( mptying 
and  cleansing;  a  state  and  dispensation,  which  i  pray  with 
my  whole  heart  that  neither  thou  nor  I  may  ever  get  above, 
and  especially  when  we  are  much  engaged  in  our  master's 
work ;  for  U  seems  to  me  next  to  impossible  that  we  should 
escape  some  little  spots  and  stains,  though  we  may  be  ever 
so  careful  of  our  clothing,  and  wrap  it  ever  so  closely  about 
us;  it  will  get  a  little  soiled,  by  being  used  every  day.  I 
am  sure  mine  does  so,  and  if  I  should  hinder  my  master 
from  stripping  it  off,  and  washing  both  them  and  me,  I 
should  era  now  have  made  but  a  veiy  mean  appeaiance 
in  the  sight  of  him  who  sees  through  eveiy  false  covering, 
the  veil  of  flesh  and  all  its  jseeming  ezcelleneies ;  beholding 
no  beauty  nor  comeliness  in  any  thing  that  is  not  derived 
from  himself,  who  is  the  only  unmixed  fountain  of  light  and 
purity:  and  what  does  it  signify,  my  dear  friend,  if  we 
appear  naked  and  empty  in  the  view  of  a  set  of  mortals, 
who  are  unacquainted  with  the  Lord's  ways  and  doings? 
I  think  I  have  beheld  in  his  light,  and  been  informed  by 
the  instruction  of  his  pure  Spirit,  that  I  have  never  been 
more  amiable  in  bis  sight,  nor  attracted  a  greater  degree  of 
his  love,  than  when  ray  spirit  has  been  quite  unclothed, 
not  only  of  my  own  righteousness,  but  also  of  the  rich  jewels 
of  his  grace,  aud  wandered  about  as  in  sheep  skins  and 
goat  skins,  destitute,  afflicted,  tormented,  in  a  spiritual  as 
well  as  a  natural  sense;  nor  have  I  ever  had  such  near 
fellowship  witli  the  martyrs,  apostles,  and  fellow-sutferers 
of  Christ,  as  in  this  state. 

Mary  Peisley. 

SAMUEL  FOTHEROILL  TO  CATHERINE  PAYTON. 

East  Nottingham,  4th  Mo.,  10th,  1755. 

I  have  often,  and  with  true  sympathy  and  nearness, 
had  thee  in  my  remembrance  since  we  parted,  and  though  I 
have  been  so  situated  as  to  be  disqualified  from  much  cor- 
respondence, my  hands  being  pretty  fiill  of  labour,  yet  the 
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various  steps  I  had  to  tread,  in  which  I  often  found  thine 
and  thy  dear  compauion's  footsteps  secretly  united  in  an 
inward  inexpressible  manner,  and  I  found  both  strengtli 
and  comfort  in  suffering  with  those  who  were  baptized  for 
the  dead ;  and  indeed  we  may  say.  Good  is  the  word  of  the 
Lord,  in  all  its  manifestations,  and  a  tried  bucliler  to  the 
soul  which  is  bowed,  to  keep  its  rank  in  the  battle,  within 
or  without,  or  both ;  it  is  often  our  place  to  know  it  as  a 
word  requiriiifr  to  be  kept  in  reverend  patience,  as  with  our 
mouths  in  tlie  dust,  and  in  deep  emptiness  and  poverty  ^ 
such  has  been  my  lot,  and  the  best  preparation  for  strength 
and  nourislmient,  in  measure  according  to  the  will  of  God. 
I  have  not  forgotten  thee,  my  friend  and  sister  in  the  faith 
and  patience  of  the  gospel  of  Christ;  the  spreading  of 
fraternal  affection  in  Christ,  our  holy  head,  hath  often 
reached  towards  thee,  through  invisible  channels,  with 
stroDg  desires  and  secret  hope,  that  the  arm  of  holy  kindness 
will  SttStahi,  and  the  rod  and  staff  of  the  God  of  Jacob  will 
be  revealed  to  us  both,  to  guide  in  the  midst  of  the  paths  of 
judgment;  and  T  have  found  the  rod  often  necessaiy  for 
my  instruction  in  righteousness;  and  it  is  with  reverence 
I  have  to  acknowledge  there  is  a  love  in  my  heart  to  the 
chasiemng  hand^  which,  perhaps,  my  own  folly  may  make 
more  necessary  for  rac  than  some  other  more  dutiful  and 
watchful  children  of  his  house.  Enable  me,  O  Father,  to 
sing  of  thy  mercies  and  judgment  all  the  days  of  my 
appointed  lime. 

I  have  travelled  with  diligence  since  I  saw  thee;  I  left 
Sooth  Carolina  easy  and  cheerful,  having  done  what  seemed 
my  duty*  I  thought,  befiire  I  reached  Charleston,  that  I 
should  visit  the  adjacent  islands,  but  found  a  prohibition, 
though  they  invited  me;  they  seem  desirous  the  testimony 
shonld  be  exalted  by  others,  but  won*t  lend  a  hsnd,  but 
according  to  the  extent  of  their  influence  seem  to  me  to 

pnll  down.    S  having  thrown  voluntarily  his  children 

out  of  the  Society,  I  had  true  peace  in  plain  dealing  with 
them,  and  the  other  liberdne  professors  in  that  place. 

N 
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By  a  letter  fiom  Ljdia  Lancaster,  I  hwe  a  good  accoant 
of  Isaac  Wilson,  being  a  true  bom  «m  Into  the  vMsttty, 
and  likely  to  become  serviceable  in  it. 

I  desire,  as  for  myself,  thy  preservation  and  stability  in 

the  truth  of  God,  and  I  cannot  doubt,  all-sufficiency  will 
be  near,  as  a  fountain  at  times  unsealed,  if  we  fail  not  in 
suitable  inward  watchfulness,  and  arc  kept  from  repining 
at  times  of  searching  and  sifting,  or  from  bcuig  wanton 
when  the  fulness  of  the  house  may  be  our  portion.  Wisdom 
will  lead  ni  the  middle  of  the  paths  of  ju  lgiuenLj  and  if 
we  love  her  discipline,  she  will  cause  us  to  inherit  substance. 

The  alTectionale  friendship  which  thuae  breathes  is  with 
me  reciprocal,  and  so  it  has  been  ever  since  our  first 
acquaintance  suggested  the  most  cordial  desires  for  thy 
solid  prosperity,  of  which  I  have  the  stroiigest  hopes. 

I  salute  thee  iu  the  union  of  a  friendship  which  is  founded 
deeper  than  nature,  and  remains  iixed  beyond  dissolution. 

Thy  finceva  fiieod, 

S.  F. 


SAMUEL  FOTHBROILL  TO  HIS  WIFE. 

Philadelphia,  4th  Mo.,  Xdth,  1755. 

Through  the  coDtiDiied  protection  of  the  God  of 
all  strength  and  sure  mercy,  I  have  to  inform  thee  of  my 
safe  return,  in  good  liealUi,  to  this  place,  where  I  am 
anrired,  after  a  journey  of  3,000  miles,  in  aboot  twenty-four 
weeks,  in  which  I  passed  through  the  temote  moontainoos 
parts  of  this  proviDce  and  Viiguua,  and  came  down  and 
travelled  through  that  province,  North  and  South  Carolina^ 
and  to  G^rgia. 

When  we  left  Charleston  we  had  near  460  miles  to  ride 
to  the  next  settlement  of  Friends,  through  a  countiy  little 
inhabited,  and  in  which  accommodations  were  scarce 
enough)  though  we  made  shift  to  get  into  some  cabin  or 
other  at  nights,  hut  had  not  my  clothes  off  for  several  nights 
successively,  or  any  thing  at  times  to  lie  down  upon  but 
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a  bear  skin  or  boards  ;  tnit  sntiicient  was  the  day  for  the 
evil  thereof.  I  was  favoured  \Mlh  a  state  of  perfect  good 
healtii,  and  a  quiet,  patient  accjuiescence  with  my  lot, 
having  renewed  reasou  to  believe  I  was  where  I  ought  to 
be.  It  is  with  a  humble,  thankful  heart  I  review  the 
diliiculties  and  jeopardies  which  have  attended,  and  through 
which  gracious  protection  hath  sustauicd  me ;  record  it,  O 
my  soul,  in  thine  annals,  to  be  often  perused  to  thy  humilia- 
tion. I  returned  through  Virginia  to  the  western  shore  of 
Maryland,  and  visited  the  meetings  thereaway ;  which  was 
made  a  tnne  of  renewed  visitation  to  many,  and  solid 
comfort  in  honest  labour  to  m}  self  On  the  5th  instant  I 
crossed  the  great  river  Susquehanna,  and  came  to  the 
habitation  of  dear  John  Churchmaii^  where  I  met  with  a 
kind  and  affectionate  reception. 

1  found  not  much  time  for  respite,  and  visited  several 
meetings  in  that  neighbourhood,  in  which  I  had  his  and  hia 
valuable  wife's  good  company,  to  our  mutual  saliafactiou. 

The  instances  of  mortality  thou  mentions  are  affecting 
and  instructive  binU  to  us,  wbo,  for  a  short  time  eunrlTe, 
that  we  forget  not  that  we  also  are  strangeis  here,  and  are 
hastily  advancing  to  an  unchangeable  state. 

The  situation  of  affairs  here  occasions  much  discourse 
and  tossing,  amongst  those  people  who  know  not  the  foun- 
dation wbicb  stands  sure.  A  considerable  number  of  the 
Indians  have  come  down  hither,  to  remain  until  the  hurries 
are  over;  the  vessels  of  the  earth  seem  smiting  one  against 
another;  but  I  am  not  dismayed  by  any  appearance  of 
danger,  nor  drawn  irom  my  quiet  habitation,  in  the  power 
of  endless  strength,  to  meddle  at  all,  otherwise  than  as  I 
am  often  led  to  point  out  the  only  reftige  and  hiding  place 
which  will  protect,  and  labour  to  gather  the  people's  minds 
out  of  that  whicb  is  wavering  and  unstable,  to  the  stability 
of  the  salvation  of  God. 

I  propose  in  a  few  days  leaving  this  place  and  going 
down  to  New  £ngland,  and  the  parts  adjacent,  which  I 
expect  will  take  about  iGive  months*  moderate  labour.  As 
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ihe  weather  cones  on  warm  I  must  relax  mj  how  a  little, 
and  travel  with  more  indulgence  to  my  body^  and  thon 
may  amure  tfayaelf  I  will  endeavour  to  preserve  a  being  to 
which  thou  hast  so  great  and  just  a  claim :  the  temperate 

season,  the  goodness  of  the  roads,  the  meanness  and  scarcity 
of  accommodations^  have  obliged  me  to  hard  travel  this 

season  ;  but  as  tlierc  is  a  total  alteration  in  those  respects, 
the  weather  coming  on  hot,  the  roads  worse,  accommodations 
good,  and  jaccLiugs  more  frequent  in  my  way,  shall  travel 
with  more  leisure  than  hitherto. 

My  good  old  iaiiliiui  servant,  who  carried  me  about  2400 
miles,  at  last  failed  mc;  I  have  left  him  be  hind  me,  in 
Virginia,  and  yet  li()|)r  some  more  good  service  from  him ; 
ho  travelled  well  and  very  easy,  and  never  failed  until  he 
was  reduced  to  short  allowance  of  food,  and  sometimes,  poor 
creature,  none  at  all,  unless  I  gave  him  my  Indian  bread, 
which  my  own  stomach  wanted  very  much.  I  was  obliged 
to  leave  him;  I  had  the  pleasure  of  doing  it  in  i^ood,  careful 
hands,  and  bought  another,  which  I  hope  will  perform  well. 
My  expenses  have  run  very  hi^^^h,  though  I  have  been  as 
frugal  as  the  nature  of  my  jouniey  would  admit  of;  but 
being  obliged  to  hire  guides,  at  a  very  great  expense, 
through  the  wilderness  country,  with  various  other  daily 
expenses,  have  made  it  absolutely  necessary  to  spend  a 
deal  of  money. 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTHBBOILL  TO  HIS  BBOTHEB  JOHN. 

Philadelphia,  4th  Mo.,  17th,  1755. 

Though  we  lie  outwardly  ftr  separated,  yet,  as  it 
is  for  a  canse  dear  to  ns  both,  (and  may  it  ever  continue  so,) 
the  secret,  invisible  tie  of  all  the  family  has  not  failed  of 
its  wonted  influence  to  unite  in  that  whidi  is  stronger  than 
nature ;  in  the  renewing  of  this  hidden  virtue,  I  nearly  and 
aflbctionately  salute  thee ;  earnestly  desiring  we  may  redouble 
our  diligence  in  humble  wallting  before  Him  who  hath 
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mercifully  cared  for  us,  hath  followed  us  from  our  tender 
years,  in  mercy  and  jiidgment,  and  been  uioic  t  -  ns  than 
we  could  ask  or  expect.  Wlicn  I  consider  how  many  of 
our  cotemporaries,  descended  from  wortliv  ancestors,  have 
been  cast,  aside,  and  we  yet  remain,  monuments  of  mercy, 
and  under  the  blessed  notice  of  the  Lord  Ahnighty,  and 
enabled  in  our  measures  and  gifts  to  build  up  his  Zion,  my 
spirit  is  deeply  bowed,  in  bumble,  reverent  admiration,  and 
a  request  raued  for  strength  to  step  rightly  forward.  And 
as  it  is  bis  own  arm  which  has  wrought  for  as  hitherto,  and 
not  onr  own,  O  that  we  might  be  more  and  more  devoted 
to  his  service,  and  careful  to  watch  evoy  taming  of  bis 
hand,  in  coming  faithfully  ap  in  oar  very  reasonable  service. 
Difficult  it  is,  dear  brother,  to  keep  our  robes  so  clean  as 
to  stand  with  approbation  in  his  sight,  who  cbaiges  bis 
angels  with  folly;  but  he  is  all-sufOcient  in  strength;  and, 
as  we  stedfastly  eye  him,  not  allowing  the  transient  glare 
of  this  world's  goods  to  ensnare^  he  will  clothe  us  with  the 
white  linen  of  saints;  a  better  covering  here,  and  at  an 
approaching  hour,  than  all  the  friendships,  honours,  and 
splendours  below  can  ever  furnish.  Thy  affectionate  care 
for  my  health,  and  prudent  cautions  against  too  much  huny, 
are  marks  of  a  regard  which  shall  not  be  extended  to  a 
person  deaf  to  advice;  I  find  their  force  and  truth,  and 
assure  thyself  they  have  that  weight  with  me  thou  desiies. 
I  have  found  great  advantage  to  myself,  and  some  service 
to  others,  in  the  families  of  Friends,  from  spending  the  even* 
ings  in  such  a  manner  as  is  consistent  with  the  end  of  my 
journey  into  these  parts. 

While  the  weaUier  was  cool  or  temperate,  I  travelled 
with  great  diligence,  yet  left  no  place  until  I  had  careiully 
examined  whether  my  business  was  finished;  and  yet 
believe  I  must  return  to  a  Quarterly  Meeting  in  Virginia, 
before  I  leave  this  country ;  but  the  time  is  not  yet 

I  have  now  paid  a  very  general  visit  to  Friends  in  Mary- 
land, Virginia,  North  and  South  Carolina,  and  some  of  the 
remoter  parts  of  this  province ;  in  which  I  have  been  merci- 
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luUy  favoured  with  good  health,  not  being  at  all  hindered 
hy  any  indisposition  of  body ;  nor  in  the  whole  journey  of 
4y000  milee  loet  half  a  day  by  bad  weather,  nor  suffered  by 
traveUing  in  it  Our  accommodations  have  been  aneh  as 
we  conid  dispense  with,  much  better,  I  often  thought,  than 
our  worthy  predecessors  in  the  same  labour  could  possibly 
have.  And  altliough  many  painful,  pinching  times  have 
fallen  to  my  lot,  yd  the  gracious  spring  of  sure  help  hath 
bt'cn  ulten  unsealed,  and  access  vouchsafed  to  the  renewing 
of  humble  trust  in  his  all -sufficiency,  on  which,  whoever 
have  carefully  leaned,  have  never  been  left  totally  destitute. 

I  am  distiualified  to  give  thee  any  information  of  the  state 
of  affairs  in  relation  to  the  wars ;  it  is  not  my  business,  and 
have  found  it  my  concern  to  deny  my  curiosity  in  inquiring 
after  news,  or  hearing  any  thing  about  it.  I  have  found 
great  peace  in  my  eudeavouis  by  example  and  j)recept  to 
draw  Friends'  minds  to  their  own  warfare, —  tliat  as  our 
hands  cannot  be  active,  so  our  minds  cannot  be  embroiled, 
consistently  with  our  testimony.  Here  are  several  of  the 
chiefs  of  the  Delawares  come  down  to  brighten  the  chain. 

Friends  here  are  very  kind,  in  their  frequent  invitations 
to  stay  and  rest  a  while ;  but  a  succession  of  visitants  from 
morning  to  evening  deprives  me  of  time  to  converse  with 
those  I  have  a  nearer  regard  lor,  and  subjects  me  to  more 
fatigue  than  even  daily  travelling,  for  then  1  am  comfortably 
solitary,  and  often  renew  my  strength. 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  POTHfiRGILL  TO  BLLEN  EVANS. 

4th  Mo.,  18,  175fl. 

Had  opportunity  allowed,  I  should,  long  ere  this, 
have  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  thy  affectionate  lines, 
though  it  is  not  easy  to  express  that  uniting  virtue  which 
cements  the  family  together,  and  brings  them  suddenly  into 
sn  acquamtance  and  nearness  of  spirit  that  requires  not 
the  ceremonies  of  the  woTld*s  friendship  to  introduce,  nor 
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its  arts  to  maintain.  I  have  often  been  comforted  in  times 
of  discouragement,  with  this  mark  of  ha\  ini:  passed  from 
death  unto  life,  that  I  lov(!  the  brethren,  I  leel  its  preva- 
lence at  iliis  lime,  and  ni  it  salute  thee,  thy  dear  hnsband 
and  cliildieii,  with  fervent  desires  that  he  who  hath  been 
your  morning  lig^it  and  help  hitherto,  may  be  your  staff 
to  lean  upon,  beloved  ancients  in  Israel,  in  this  your 
decline  of  natural  strength,  so  as  to  fdl  up  tlie  station 
allotted  you  in  tlic  church  of  Christ ;  few  are  the  ancients 
left,  to  whom  tlie  middle  aged  and  rising  youth  cau  look 
with  adrantage !  The  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth  hath 
gathered  many  to  himself ;  the  world,  in  its  various  appear- 
ances, hath  slain  many  others:  and  some,  who  are  not  yet 
dead,  have  their  garments  so  covered  with  dust,  and  spotted 
with  defiling  things,  that  they  arc  not  fit  to  be  looked  upon, 
Dor  their  footstejis  to  be  inquired  after.  But  happy  is  the 
state  of  those  advanced  to  old  age,  whose  conduct  proclaims 
thej  have  not  followed  cunningly  devised  fables,  but  have 
been  made  living  witnesses  of  the  power  and  coming  of 
Christ !  These  have  been  powwfol  inducements  to  me  to 
bow  mj  heart  in  holy  awe,  from  my  childhood  to  this  day, 
(I  mean  with  respect  to  outward  means,)  and  I  am  thankful 
to  the  great  preserver  of  men,  that  there  are  such  here  and 
iheie  to  be  found ;  and,  though  painful  baptisms  for  Zioii*s 
sake  may  attend,  in  viewing  the  backslidings  of  many,  yet 
abiUty  is  given,  at  times,  to  appeal  with  reverend  confidence 
to  the  searcher  of  hearts,  *'Thou  knowest  how  I  have 
walked  before  thee  I**  I  trust  Uiis  will  be  your  crown  of 
rejoicing,  in  an  hour  approaching,  which  I  could  wish  very 
remote  from  yon,  except  that  the  laws  of  nature  proclaim 
it  to  be  near. 

The  same  love  and  hearty  well*wishing  attend  your 
ofispnng!  May  they  so  acquaint  themselves  with  the  God 
of  thdr  parents,  as  to  stand  in  their  lots,  and  be  found 
worthy  to  have  their  names  appear  in  the-  register  of  the 
Lamb*8  army!  Beloved  young  friends^  suffer  the  advice 
of  one  that  loves  you,  (ttiough  outwardly  a  stranger,)  to 
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have  place  in  yoar  minds;  the  ezperience  of  many  yean 
has  tanght  me  lhat  godliness  is  profitable  for  all  things,  and 
that  real  happiness  is  known  in  proportion  to  the  progress 
of  it  in  our  hearts.  If  yon  look  around  among  yoor  cotem- 
poraries,  you  wfll  find  it  a  sealed  truth,  and  unspeakably 
comfortable  to  this  wise  number,  who  ha^e  sought  with 
unwearied  diligence  the  kingdom  of  God,  first  in  time, 
as  it  is  first  in  Talue.  How  beautiful  upon  the  mountains 
have  been  the  feet  of  these !  and  how  strong  the  voice  with 
which  their  conduct  has  proclaimed  good  tidings !  Salva- 
tion hath  been  their  portion^  and  peace  their  safe  refuge. 
They  have  been  qualified  to  maintain  their  testimony,  uid 
earnestly  to  contend  for  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the 
saints.  Where  began  tliese  ?  In  tlie  immediate  operation 
of  the  power  of  TriiLh  m  Lhcii  licaiLs,  in  ;i  "nunible  waiting 
and  rcsi^aia.lii>ii  to  the  divine  will,  not  ninkin^'  1i;isIl'  from 
under  the  refining  hand;  all  who  have  l.nuwn  an  achanctj- 
ment  in  true  godliness  have  begun  np«m  tliis  iouiidation : 
upon  this  low  ground,  but  sure  loundaliou,  your  worthy 
parents  began,  and  built  with  success,  and  now  know  liow 
precious  it  is  in  advanced  life.  The  dew  ot  the  everlasting 
hills,  and  a  sufiicient  share  of  the  fatness  of  the  earth,  are 
the  portion  of  every  80ul,  which,  above  all  other  considera- 
tions, seeks  the  Lord  in  truth  and  sincerity.  O,  saith  ray  soul, 
may  there  be  such  a  heart  in  you  as  to  fear  the  Lord 
Almighty,  and  keep  his  commandments  always,  that  it  may 
be  well  with  you  and  your  children.  1  hus  my  spirit  salutes 
you,  dear  youth,  in  the  .spreading  of  concern  for  your  good ; 
that  you  may,  by  means  of  heavenly  help,  be  made  truly 
happy  in  yourselves,  a  comfort  to  your  aged  parents,  and 
useful  to  your  brethren  in  the  Church  of  Christ. 

I  have  travelled  with  much  diligence,  according  to  the 
ability  given,  and  have  had  my  experience  enlarged  in 
rejoicing  and  suffering ;  the  last  has  been  oflen  my  lot,  bat 
1  dare  not  repine ;  to  be  what  I  ought  is  my  only  aim,  and 
best  wisdom  knows  the  method  to  make  me  so ;  in  his  will 
I  humbly  acquience.  g  p 
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EUeii  EvaDs  was  the  wife  af  John  Erans :  be  as  a  minigter, 
and  she  in  the  office  of  elder,  were  both  valuable  members 
of  the  Monthly  Meeting  of  Gwynedd,  in  Pennsylrania.  He 
was  bom  in  Denbighshire,  and  in  the  year  1696  removed 
with  his  imrents  to  Pennsylvania.  In  the  twenty-third  year 
of  his  age  he  appeared  in  the  Ministry  of  the  Grospel :  he 
was  deeply  learned  in  Heavenly  Truths,  and  plain  in 
declaring  them.  He  was  a  zealous  promoter  of  visiting 
Friends  in  their  families,  and  often  engaged  therein,  and  his 
labours  were  awakening  and  useful.  He  travelled  through 
most  of  the  American  provinces,  and  having  served  God  in 
his  generation,  he  departed  in  the  9th  mouth,  1756, 

EUtu  Kvans  was  born  near  Dolgelly,  in  1085,  and  removed 
to  America  ulien  very  young.  She  had  a  good  understand- 
ing, wliich  being  enriched  and  sanctified  by  divine  grace, 
soon  distinguished  her  as  one  seekiug  heavenly  treasure,  and 
she  became  an  honourable  member  of  Society. 

She  was  exemplary  in  her  family,  and  remarkable  for 
piety  and  industry,  rising  early  in  the  moriiin^%  and  encou- 
raging others  to  do  so;  often  observing,  that  those  who  rose 
late  lo<;t  the  youthful  beauty  of  the  day,  and  wasted  its  most 
precious  part;  ihni  the  sun  was  the  candle  of  the  world, 
which  called  upon  us  to  arise  and  dilii^cntly  apply  to  our 
several  duties.  Except  on  meeting  days,  it  was  her  practice 
to  retire  about  noon,  with  the  Bible  or  some  religious  book, 
and  spend  a  portion  of  time  alone,  often  to  her  great  refresh- 
ment. She  frequently  assembled  her  family  in  the  evenings 
to  read  the  Holy  Scriptures,  with  which,  as  well  as  with 
the  writings  of  Friends,  she  was  thoron^jrlily  acquainted. 

She  died  on  the  29th  of  4th  month,  1765,  aged  80  years. 

SAMUEL  FOTHEROILL  TO  HIS  WIFE. 

New  York,  5th  Mo.,  9th,  1765. 

I  have  continued  cause  to  acknowledge  the  kind* 
ness  of  Providence,  in  preserving  my  health  and  ability  to 
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labour  in  bis  service;  although  it  is  very  hard  and  close  work 
which  falls  to  my  portion,  yet  I  endeavour  after  quiet  content- 
ment in  my  lot,  and  all  my  desires  centre  in  this  point,  that 
His  heareoly  presence,  who  is  my  light  and  my  strength, 
may  accompany,  and  then  all  will  be  right  and  well ;  and  I 
may  acknowledge^  with  reverence.  His  hand  has  wonderfully 
supplied  and  opened  in  all  wisdom  and  coimsel,  to  the  help 
of  the  faithful,  and  the  rousing  up  of  the  careless  and  forget- 
ful, and  staying  my  mind  u])on  Him  who  is  the  companion 
and  help  of  his  own  aflSicted  seed.  Oh  may  we  both  so 
dwell  with  and  walk  before  him  as  enrer  to  know  bim  at  our 
right  hand,  that  we  may  not  be  moved  in  any  of  tbe  dis- 
quietudes and  tossings  that  this  world  prodoces. 

I  closed  my  last  under  much  concern  on  sister  Ann's 
account;  seveml  curenmstances  bad  created  in  my  mind  a 
persuasion  that  sbe  has  finisbed  ber  course^  and  if  it  be  so, 
I  make  no  doubt  but  sbe  has  a  residence  beyond  tbe  reach 
of  pain  and  soirow  for  ever.  The  ties  of  nature  are  strong ; 
the  removal  of  so  near  relations  afflicting;  tbe  apprehension 
of  it,  and  my  own  exercise  for  the  Church,  have  been  very 
heavy  upon  me  for  some  weeks  past 

We  bad  a  large,  good  meeting  in  this  city  last  evening, 
much  to  my  ease,  and  I  am  preparing  to  go  to  Long  Island. 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTULKGILL  TO  ISRAEL  PLMBEiiiON. 

Flushing'  (Long  Island),  5th  Mo.,  S6th,  1755. 

Although  a  constant  serif's  <  1  t mployment  hath 
prevented  my  testifying  my  afff  <  tionate  remembrance  ol  tin  c 
and  thy  dear  spouse  and  children,  yet  I  can  with  great  truth 
assure  thee,  you  have  been  very  frequently  the  companions 
of  my  thoughts;  and  though  unfitted  at  present,  by  deep 
poverty  and  leanness,  for  any  beneficial  coire^ondeuce,  I 
cannot  dismiss  my  dear  and  \\  orthy  companion,  thy  brother 
John,  without  some  token  of  affectionate  regard,  which,  1 
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flatter  myself,  is  from  the  dictates  of  pure  friendship,  which 
I  often  feel  is  reciprocaL 

I  have  been  led,  rince  we  parted,  into  frequent  and  deep 
soffering,  in  the  view  and  Ibeling  sense  of  the  snfiering  state 
of  the  Church  all  along,  which  sits  in  the  dust,  and  has  ou 
her  mourning  weeds,  although  there  arc  a  few  who  \m\c 
kept  their  garments  clean ;  but  the  lauieutable  defection  of 
those  who  would  he  thought  the  head,  but  are  the  tail, —  I 
iiitaa  the  more  advanced  in  years,  profession,  and  station 
amongst  the  people, —  gives  a  painful  prosjiect.  And  as  it  is 
hard  to  lift  up  a  liand  against  grey  hairs,  my  progress  has 
been  more  cHfRcult  and  alHicting  than  I  can  express.  How- 
ever, I  have  to  acknowledge  with  reverence,  heavenly  assist- 
ance has  been  at  times  helpfully  near,  to  my  full  discbarge 
and  ease  in  my  painful  labour,  though  I  believe  1  must 
traverse  a  second  time  some  steps  I  have  already  trod. 

&  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTHEROILL  TO  UiS  WIFE. 

Newport,  Rhode  Island,  Otli  Mo.,  5tb,  1755. 

 .....  I  have  been  sustained  to  travel  and  labour  with 

diligence,  and  to  my  secret  comfort  and  ease  in  most  places ; 
bnt  the  work  is  very  laborious,  having  not  only  the  burthen 
of  the  state  of  the  churches  at  times  upon  me,  with  respect 
to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  but  the  revival  of  discipline,  too 
nmch  neglected  by  many  of  those  who  seem  most  active  for 
Truth's  service,  and  opposed  by  a  ranting  spirit,  which  hates 
disdpline,  and  represents  it  as  a  lording  over  one  another's 
fruth.  In  both  respects  I  have  been  concerned  to  labour 
closely,  and  to  some  service.  I  have  performed  a  general 
visit  to  Long  Idand,  and  some  parts  of  the  continent  belong- 
ing to  that  province,  and  was  at  their  Yearly  Meeting,  held 
at  Flushing,  which  was  very  large  and  satii^tory,  tlm>ugb 
faithful,  awakening  labour,  to  the  careless  and  worldly- 
minded;  I  tlien  visited  some  part  of  Long  Island,  and 
travelled  to  thb  place,  180  miles,  where  I  cane  last  night. 
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The  extreme  heat  of  the  weather^  with  my  hizge  cfowded 
meetings,  are  weakening  to  my  natnial  strength,  but  all- 
suflSciency  is  graciously  near,  for  help  in  all  respects,  and  in 
that  my  confidence  stands.  I  have  had  a  large  open  meeting 
here  this  day,  and  propose,  after  attending  some  adjacent,  to 
return  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  here,  I  suppose  the  largest  in 
one  meeting-house  in  the  world. 

S.  F. 

WILLIAM  LOOAN*  TO  SUSANKA  FOTHEROILL. 

Sleutoii,  uvixi  l^liiliulelpliia,  (Jth  Mo.,  10th,  1755. 

 My  worthy  ihend,  thy  good  husband,  with 

whom  I  have  travelled  thirteen  weeks,  had  several  meetings 
among  llio  Presbyterians  at  Boston,  Marble-head,  Ports* 
mouth  in  New  Hampshire,  and  at  Jamaica  on  Long  Island, 
which  were  very  large,  and  to  his  and  the  people*8  satisfac- 
tion, being  as  eminently  favouxed,  if  not  more  so,  amongst  this 

*  William  Logan  was  a  man  of  some  note  in  Pennsylvania ;  he 
was  for  several  years  a  member  of  the  Assembly  of  tlie  province. 
His  father,  James  Loj^an,  went  from  England  witli  Wrlliam  Penn, 
and  for  many  years  took  a  large  siiare  in  public  affairs,  and  filled 
several  im|)oitanl  offices,  being  Secretary  of  the  province.  Commis- 
sioner of  Property,  Chief  Justice,  and  for  two  years  governed  the 
province  as  President  of  the  Council.  A  number  of  years  before 
his  death,  which  took  j)lace  in  1751,  at  the  a<;e  of  77,  he  retired 
from  public  life,  and  spent  his  time  principally  ut  Stenton,  hiti 
oountiy  seat,  where  he  occupied  himself  in  literary  pursuits,  and 
tn  correspondence  with  many  of  the  principal  literati  of  Europe. 
He  was  wdl  verwd  both  in  ancient  and  modem  learning,  a  muster 
of  the  Giedk,  Latin,  French,  and  Italian  languages,  and  aoqoainted 
with  Severn]  of  the  Oriental  tongues.  He  was  well  sldUed  in  Mathe- 
matics and  in  Natural  Philosophy.  He  wrote  several  treatises  in 
Ijatin,  one  of  which  was  translated  by  Doctor  Fothergill.  To  the 
people  of  Pennsylvania  he  made  a  monifioent  bequest  of  a  most 
valuable  library,  which  be  bad  been  fifty  years  in  collecting;  it  has 
since  been  called.  The  Loganian  Library. 
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people  tbftn  any  other;  and  I  am  folly  persuaded  hU  laboors 
of  lo?e  will  never  be  forgotten  by  some  of  them,  especially 
at  Boston  and  Portsmouth ;  and  should  he  ever  find  a  con- 
cern to  return  to  those  parts,  I  believe  it  will  be  on  account 
of  those  people,  and  not  those  of  our  Society ;  but,  as  I 
have  said,  be  thinks  himself  clear  of  them,  and  is  perfectly 
easy. 

He  set  out,  immediately  after  our  Yc;uly  Meeting  was 
over,  for  Notliugliaiu,  in  eouipaiiv  with  Jolin  Cliurcliman, 
to  attend  a  larj^'c  meetiiij^  held  there  once  a-year,  an<l  then 
intends  for  Cecil  and  sonii'  rtlicr  meetings  in  and  near  Mary- 
land, proposing  to  return  to  our  Quarterly  Meeting  about  six 
weeks  lieiice. 

I  am  heartily  tliankful  1  was  favoured  to  be  his  companion, 
and  hope  I  may  retain  a  due  sense  and  remembrance  of  the 
many  seasonable  and  \\  !'iu:iity  advices  given  from  time  to 
time,  together  with  the  refreshing  seasons  at  some  of  the 
meetings,  and  should  be  pleased  I  could  say  thev  were  more 
generally  satisfactory  ;  but  'J'ruth  is,  I  think,  but  at  a  low 
ebb  in  those  parts,  especially  amongst  the  elders  and  tliose 
of  the  most  advanced  years,  great  deadness  and  barrenness 
appearing  amongst  them  in  most  places,  which  has  caused 
some  hard,  affecting  service  to  thy  good  husband.  The  youth 
have  a  more  promising  aspect,  and  seem  to  be  sensible  of 
the  declension  of  the  Church,  and  zealous  for  restoring  her 
primitive  beauty,  which  is  cause  of  joy  to  the  humble  in 
heart,  and  those  that  are  anxious  on  that  account. 

William  Logan. 

SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  DOCTOB  fOTHEROILL. 

Newport,  Bhode  Island,  6th  Mo.,  13th,  1755. 

 I  have  continued  cause  of  thankfiilness  to 

the  Almighty  hand,  who  hath  wonderfully  supported  me 
every  way,  and  hath  been  pleased  to  favour  the  opening  of 
ibeur  large  Yearly  Meeting,  this  day,  in  a  most  glorious, 
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helpful  manner,  and  brought  the  deepest  reverence  upon  my^ 
soul>  and  tears  of  joy  and  comfort  from  those  few  elders 
amongst  them  who  rightly  remember  our  &ther  and  his  God. 
Oh  that  I  may  never  forget  His  mercies,  which  are  sure,  even 
to  his  children's  children ! 

The  Yearly  Merting  begins  at  Nantuehet  this  day  two 
weeks,  and  I  beliere  I  may  take  in  their  course  most  of  the 
Quarterly  meetings  in  New  England,  which  I  am  deaiious  of 
doing,  as  their  discipline  is  much  neglected,  and  the  reriTal 
thereof  is  no  small  part  of  my  concern  and  labour. 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTHBHGILL  TO  MARY  PEI8LBT  AND 
CATHERINE  PAYTON. 

Ponyganselt,  6th  Mo.,  22d,  1755. 

In  the  renewings  of  that  hidden  sympathy  and 
nearness,  which  Truth  itself  gives  those  thai  diligently 
abide  in  it,  to  feel  with  and  for  one  another,  I  affectionately 
salute  you,  who  are  at  this  time,  and  many  others,  as 
epistles  written  in  my  heart,  and  helps  in  my  way  forward ; 
with  earnest  supplication  to  the  Lord,  our  alone  Helper, 
that  he  who  hath  been  our  Alpha,  and  mercifully  regarded 
ns,  even  beyond  many  of  our  cotemporaries,  for  our  health 
and  salvation,  and  who  hath  given  the  earnest  in  measure  of 
the  promised  inheritance,  may  ever  be  the  single  object  of 
honour  and  pure  worship  in  our  eves,  that  thereby  strength 
may  be  known  to  bear  up  and  sustain  our  souls  in  travail 
and  baptisms,  many  others  are  strangers  to ;  for  few  arc  the 
footsteps,  of  this  age  at  least,  that  can  be  discerned  in  the 
path,  a  little  remnant,  (of  which  you  are,  and  I  long  to 
be,)  are  travelling  in,  which  is  cast  up  of  God,  and  leads 
to  that  peaceful  Omega,  where  the  weary  enjoy  peace 
without  intenruption.  I  have  nothing  to  write  of  the  good- 
neSB,  sure  mercy,  and  salvation  of  God,  which  you  know 
not  already,  and  are  stepping  in  the  line  which  enlarges 


i£TAT.  39.]  OF  SAMUEL  FOTHEKOILL. 


191 


experience ;  but  I  wanted  to  gire  jou  an  assurance  of  my 
most  affectionate  feeling  with  yoo,  and  fof  yon;  and  it  hath 
been  a  comfortable  conMderation  to  me,  in  many  secretly 
pained  hours,  that  I  have  one  mark  of  passing  from  death 
to  life,  in  that  I  truly  love  the  brotherhood. 

Perhaps  by  this  time  you  may  have  pretty  nearly  Tisited 
all  the  meetiDgs  in  this  part  of  the  worlds  and  may  be 
judged  by  many,  consequently  ready  to  leave  it,  and  return 
home.  I  have  just  a  freedom  to  say,  ''Stand  still,  look 
about  you  closely,**  (I  believe  you  went  not  into  the  business 
unrequired,)  but  leave  not  hastOy  any  little  service  that 
may  spread  with  a  degree  of  permission,  liberty,  and  open- 
ness. Although  absolute  necesnty  does  not  at  present 
attend  it»  the  Heavenly  Master  may  yet  prove  the  quickness 
of  your  attention  by  a  low  voice,  on  your  fidthftdness  to 
which,  your  peace  may  much  depend. — I  leave  the  hint, 
and  very  likely  it  may  be  needless. 

I  crave  ibr  you,  as  for  myself,  the  blessing  of  a  peacefiil, 
safe  return  to  your  native  shore,  and  the  plenteous  reward 
of  peace ;  if  it  be  not  largely  distributed,  but  kept  in  the 
Master's  hand,  it  is  nevertheless  sure,  and  will  be  handed 
to  you  in  wise  and  suitable  times  and  portions. 

I  should  be  ^\<id  of  a  lareucll  epistle,  if  freedom  and 
convenience  admit;  my  heart  will  nearly  sympathize  with 
you,  when  on  the  mighty  waves;  and  may  your  remembrance 
be  of  me,  and  jirayers  for  me,  that  my  goings  may  be 
established  in  the  j)recarious  passai^c  through  the  remainder 
of  my  labours  in  this  part  of  the  world. 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTUfiBGUX  TO  I8EAEL  PEMBERTON. 

Ponygansett,  6th  Mo.,  2Srd,  1755. 

I  have  continued  c;itise  of  humble  thankfiilness 
to  the  ever  blessed  Helper,  for  his  support  vouchsafed  from 
day  to  day,  proportioning  strength  to  the  time  and  trial 
inwardly  and  outwardly.  Yet  many  are  the  painiul  seasons 
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I  hare  passed,  on  accoantof  the  general  state  of  the  Church, 
which  have  issued  in  more  proper  qaalification  to  labour 
for  the  help  and  regulation  of  things  amongst  as. 

Long  Island  was  a  laborious  place,  for  little  present  earn- 
ings. We  went  by  water  from  Setacket  to  Seabrook,  twenty- 
two  leagues  in  one  day ;  and  then  to  Newport  The  Yearly 
Meeting  was  large  and  well,  being  a  fresh  visitation  to  many 
there,  of  all  ranks,  especially  the  youth.  I  found  some 
engagement  to  attend  my  mind  respecting  the  Discipline ; 
and  got  some  queries  prepared  and  transmitted  to  the 
Quarterly,  Monthly,  and  Preparative  Meetings,  to  be 
answered  in  the  subordinate  meetings,  and  to  the  Yearly 
Meeting.  Another  set  of  queries  were  sent  to  be  read, 
coni^dered,  and  answered,  in  sll  the  Meetings  for  Ministers 
end  Elders ;  and  answered  to  their  Yearly  Meeting  of  Minis- 
ters and  Elders.  I  was  concerned  to  recommend  the  like 
to  the  women  Friends,  who  also  accepted  my  labour  therein, 
and  sent  down  a  few  queries  relative  more  immediately  to 
tlnir  own  conduct,  to  the  several  women's  meetings.  I 
kiiDw  iiuL  what  a»iv;iiitage  may  redound  to  the  Cliurcli,  but 
it  brought  mc  great  ])eace,  in  the  sense  of  a  di?»c]iargc  of 
my  duty,  in  this  labour  for  the  revival  of  that  discipline 
which  divine  wisdom  placed  as  a  hedge  about  his  vineyard, 
when  he  planted  it  in  the  moniing  of  our  day. 

Great  is  the  work  the  Lord  our  G(»d  has  begun,  and  is 
carrying  ou,  in  the  earth  for  tlie  promotion  of  Ins  own  glory ; 
and,  indeed,  few  are  the  faithful  labourers  in  his  harvest; 
though  there  are  knees  bowed  before  the  Holy  One  of  Israel, 
who  have  not  bowed  to  Baal,  who  will  in  due  time  be 
brought  forth  into  llie  field,  and  strengtiiened  to  labour 
successfully  in  the  Church  ol  Christ.  1  think  I  see  such  a 
remnant  lying  almost  out  of  sight  in  some  parts  of  America, 
by  and  in  whom  God  will  arise  and  get  liimself  a  name. 
Unwearied  are  Satan's  endeavours  to  hurt  the  service  of 
such,  and  render  the  beginnings  of  the  'work  upon  them 
useless  to  themselves  and  others. 

I  have  often,  dear  Israel,  remembered  thee  in  a  distin* 
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tingiiished  maimer;  being  sennble  the  Lord  of  all  power 
aod  wisdom  woidd  dolhe  with  eminent  qualificationa  for 
his  service,  in  this  thj  day,  in  which  the  Chnich  has  on 
her  sable  weeds,  and  her  priests  are  in  bitterness.  He  who 
is  the  giver  of  every  excellent  gift  hath  endowed  thee 
beyond  many  of  thy  cotemporaries,  and  I  know  he  wonld 
bless  thee  in  them  to  his  own  service  and  thy  peace.  The 
meeknesa  of  the  lamb,  the  humility  and  abasedness  of  a 
disciple,  add  strength,  beauty,  and  true  weight  to  all  labour 
in  the  Church  of  Christ  O  that  thy  spirit  might  be  more 
and  more  seasoned  and  bowed  with  and  by  that  power 
whicb  alone  sanctifies  our  all  to  God,  and  doeth  his  work 
and  service.  I  have  seen  thee,  dear  Mend,  in  the  hidden 
conflict,  and  the  struggle  between  the  two  opposite  powers^ 
and  have  sympathized  with  and  for  thee,  when  thou  hast 
been  bmiserl  and  hurt  by  the  prevalence  of  that  which 
stands  as  an  armed  man  in  thy  way  to  rest  I  am  sensible 
of  thy  secret  bemoaning  at  times,  when  loss  hath  been 
sustained,  and  the  icnewal  of  holy  reaches  for  thy  help  and 
recovery ;  I  earnestly  wish  for  thee,  as  well  as  for  myself, 
the  thorough  subjection  of  all  within  us  to  that  abasing, 
humbling  Hand,  who  prepares  instruments  for  his  service 
from  the  dust  of  Zion,  and  ordains  praise  out  of  the  mouths 
of  babes  and  suclilings.  In  the  spreading  of  tender  love, 
I  coidd  lay  my  hands  under  thy  feet,  if  necessary,  that  thou 
might  receive  strenG:th  to  rcip^n  in  the  Lamb's  dominion 
over  all  which  diminishes  that  excellent  service  thou  might 
grow  up  in,  for  the  revival  and  strengthening  of  the  Lord's 
cause  in  thy  generation. 

 Accept,  dear  friend,  this  salutation,  the  fruits  of 

love  unfeigned,  in  good  part 

From  thy  assured  Friend, 

S.F. 
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SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  UlS  WIFE. 

Nantucket,  Gth  Mo.,  27di,  17ua. 

It  is  Truth  which  strengthens  the  nearest  unioD^ 
anil  renders  it  truly  near  and  comfortable  one  to  another ; 
and  in  the  living,  holy  sense  thereof,  I  most  tenderly  and 
affectionately  salute  thee.  I  am  still  helped  to  labour  with 
such  a  degree  of  strength  as  to  feel  the  reward  of  true 
peace,  that  my  heart  is  bowed  in  holy  thanksgiving  to  the 
all'Sufficient  Help  for  the  support  of  his  ancient  arm,  and 
humblingly  enconraged  to  trust  in  him  when  more  pinching 
times  are  permitted  to  attend.  I  have  made  some  advances 
in  my  experience  to  know  what  it  is  to  want,  and  what  it 
is  to  abound,  for  I  never  knew  more  of  baptisms  for  the 
dead,  nor  the  glorious  arising  of  the  mighty  power  of  God, 
in  all  wisdom,  strength,  and  counsel,  than  this  journey  has 
given  me  to  feel:  the  gain  of  all  be  consecrated  to  him,  who 
is  ever  worthy. 

I  found  in  Newport,  on  Rhode  Island,  a  valuable  number 
of  relations,  the  children  of  my  father's  sister,  some  of  whom 
are  deeply  solid  Friends,  to  whom  I  was  united  in  the 
hidden  covenant  of  spiritual  kindred,  and  strongly  hope 
for  their  preservation  in  the  way  of  truth  and  righteousness. 
My  uncle  is  still  living,  an  innocent,  good  old  man.* 

We  were  eminently  favoured  with  the  divine  presence, 
in  the  whole  course  of  that  great  Yearly  Meeting  at  New- 
port; and  a  large  share  of  labour  fell  to  my  lot,  both  in 
mmistry,  and  endeavouring  to  restore  discipline,  which, 
with  respect  to  its  usefiilness,  was  nearly  lost  amongst  them. 
The  liord  enabled  me  to  labour  with  success,  and  queries 
were  prepared  and  sent  down  into  the  Quarterly  Meetings 
of  Ministers  and  Elders,  with  directions  to  establish  Monthly 
Meetmga  of  the  same  nature;  and  other  queries  to  the 
Monthly  and  Quarterly  Meetings;  also  queries  for  the 

*  John  Pnmd. 
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women's  use,  as  in  England,  all  which  fell  to  mj  lot  to 
draw  up ;  also  an  epistle  to  the  several  Meeliogs  of  Ministers 
and  Elders  in  the  province;  that  it  was  a  time  of  close 
labour  to  me,  and  took  up  some  hours  of  the  time  I  ought 
to  have  slept.  But  all  is  well;  the  great  Name  spreading 
itself  afresh  to  an  unfaithlhl  people,  irith  merdful  extending 
of  holy  help;  he  will  be  clear,  and  enable  his  servants  to 
be  deary  snd  to  stand  in  thmr  lot  at  the  end  of  daysy  as  they 
abide  faithful. 

On  the  18th  instant  I  left  Newport,  and  had  meetings  at 
Coaxety  Cnshanet,  Rochester,  Newtown,  and  two  veiy  large 
meetings  at  Ponygansett;  two  days  we  were  upon  the 
waters,  coming  hither,  where  we  arrived  well.  I  was  more 
sick  in  coming  these  twenty-five  leagues,  than  1,100  from 
Land's  End  of  England  to  the  Capes  of  Delaware.  Hie 
Yearly  Meeting,  began  here  yesterday,  was  large,  but  a 
hard,  shut  up  meeting  as  most  I  have  been  at  in  America. 

I  expect  to  be  upon  the  main  again  next  week;  and  I 
believe  it  must  be  my  lot  to  visit  all  the  Quarterly  Meetings 
in  New  England,  in  order  further  to  direct  the  use  of  the 
queries  sent  down.  This  will  cause  a  considerable  increase 
of  bodily  labour;  but  to  be  found  faithful,  just,  and  true, 
in  the  measure  oi  lliu  <,^i)spul  labuur  cummillud  to  me,  is  the 
aim  and  desire  of  iny  liund. 

Dear  John  Pcinberton  accompanied  me  from  Philadelphia 
to  Fliishinc:,  on  liOng  Island,  greatly  to  my  satisfaction: 
the  more  1  kuovv  of  that  valuable  youth,  the  more  I  love 
him.  At  Flushing,  William  Logan,  a  certain  great  man  in 
the  world,  but  his  greatness  is  more  cimnent  in  his  religious 
capacity,  joined  me,  and  is  now  my  agreeable  companion 
through  New  Englaiicl ;  he  is  a  choice  friend,  and  had  John 
Churchman's  recommeiid:iti«)ii  with  him  to  entitle  him  to 
be  my  companion  ;  and  nltliou^'h  no  public  minisLer  in  word 
and  doctrine,  is  an  t\(  inplary  preacher  of  righteousness 
in  life  and  conversation,  and  of  these  preachers  the  world 
has  great  need. 

Another  meeting  for  worship  hath  been  this  day  held,  in 
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whieb  troth  an»e  in  its  own  dominion^  and  crowned  onr 
aflaambling  with  living  Tirtxie,  to  the  help  of  the  troe  hearted, 
and  placing  the  testimony  of  truth  orer  all  transgieisors 
in  an  eminent  manner:  the  gain  of  all  is  justly  due  to  Him 
ftom  whom  all  strength  and  ability  proceed. 

I  would  gladly  hope  to  be  at  Philadelphia  in  the  9th 
Month  next,  at  their  Yearly  Meeting,  which  I  want  to  see; 
but  thb  poor  New  England  wants  help,  and  the  HeaFcnly 
Master  hath  given  me  great  place  amongst  them,  that  I 
know  not  whether  I  shall  be  thoroughly  easy,  but  leave  it 
to  the  disposal  of  all  wise  providence,  whose  service  I  have 
more  in  view  than  any  other  consideration. 

I  affectionately  sympathize  with  poor  E.  in  the  loss 
of  her  daughter,  yet  believe  she  is  removed  in  mercy,  whilst 
measurably  innocent  I  have  bad,  since  I  left  home,  that 
young  woman  often  in  my  thoughts,  and  was  not  sorry  when 
I  heard  of  her  removal,  though  it  might  be  a  stroke  severe 
enough  upon  a  natural  parent,  and  more  than  they  know 
well  how  to  bear;  to  see  their  beloved  oiFsprlug  torn  away, 
must  make  their  hearts  bleed  for  them,  and  ibr  their  loss ; 
yet  infinite  wisdom  liath  sometimes  prevented  a  greater 
affliction,  by  aJuiunstering  one  that  is  easier.  I  therefore 
hope,  dear  Esther,  whom  I  nearly  remember,  will  patiently 
acquiesce  in  the  i^resent  dispensation,  nn<ler  this  certain 
sense,  that  high,  heavenly,  and  wise  is  He  who  hath  been 
pleased  to  strip  her  to  the  one  band,  who  hath  heretofore 
rejoiced  in  many.  My  dear  love  is  to  her,  and  O  that  her 
son  Abraham  may  consider  the  obligation  he  is  under  to 
mitifTRte  her  pain,  by  every  instance  of  dutiful  regard,  that 
she  may  find  some  relief  from  ]5ainful  distress  in  him.  But 
if  even  this  fail.  Truth  itself  remains,  the  everlasting  stay  and 
UDchangeable  spzing  of  comfort  in  all  affliction. 

S.  F. 
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SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  HIS  SISTER. 

Nantucket,  6th  Mo.,  28tb,  1755. 

Here  is  a  rery  laige  meeting  of  profeaaon  upon 
this  island,  which  is,  with  respect  to  its  soil,  a  sunk  bank 
in  the  sea,  aboat  fifteen  milfls  long  and  three  broad.  The 
Yearly  Meeting,  finished  here  this  day,  was  Teiy  large, 
the  place  considered,  being  more  than  1,500,  principally 
professors  of  truth,  at  meeting,  and  aboat  400  out  at  sea, 
fishing  for  whales.  A  conTincement  there  was  formerly 
amongst  them,  and  a  body  of  good  Friends  remain ;  but  as 
the  richest  part  of  the  inhabitants  embraced  the  principles 
of  Truth  fimn  conviction,  the  others  thought  the  expense  of 
maintaining  a  priest  would  be  too  heavy  for  them,  and  have 
turned  Quakers  to  save  money,  though  I  hope,  even  amongst 
them,  the  power  of  the  begetting  word  is  in  degree  at  work, 
to  give  a  surer  title  tu  thu  family  uf  ChiisL 

There  is  another  island,  about  ten  leagues  off,  wher*  uo 
l^uropean  Friends  have  hitherto  been,  that  I  have  heard  of; 
it  IS  called  Marlha*s  Vineyard;  I  cannot  with  ease  of  luiud 
pass  it  by,  and  intend  to  sail  for  it  soon  after  midnight, 
intending  to  have  a  meeting  there  to-inorrow  allernoon,  and 
thence  to  the  main  land  of  New  England,  and  would  gladly 
hope  to  be  again  at  Philadelphia  in  the  9th  Month.  I  have 
lool<ed  about  me,  in  every  place  I  have  left,  wlietlier  I  had 
any  more  service  required;  and  though  I  have  used  great 
diligence,  I  have  not  made  haste,  but  believe  I  must  have 
another  fatiguing  journey  into  Virginia.  My  poor  old  horse, 
I  am  afraid,  is  dead ;  I  was  obliged  to  leave  him ;  nature 
could  not  do  more;  he  travelled  150  miles  with  me  without 
even  having  so  much  as  a  quartern  of  English  Oats ;  I  was 
obliged  to  beg  a  little  Indian  bread  for  my  own  support,  for 
none  could  I  buy,  and  I  divided  it  honestly  between  him 
and  myself.  Mj  companion,  Israel  Pemberton's  horse,  I 
hear,  died  soon  after  we  left  them,  and  the  departure  of  my 
poor  old    Buck"  was  daily  expected. 
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Whilst  thus  closely  engaged,  and  deeply  exercised  for  the 
cause  of  truth  in  America,  he  was  not  unmindful  of  his 
Friends  at  home,  and  from  Nantucket  he  addressed  to  Friends 
of  Fenkelh  meeting  the  following  epistle,  which  was  publicly 
read  there  at  the  dose  of  the  meeting  for  worship. 

ETOTLE  TO  FRIENDS  OF  PENKETH  MEETDfO. 

Nantucket,  6th  Mo^  28tb,  1755. 
Dbablt  bbiovbi>  Fbibmds, 

In  the  sensible  reneirings  of  that  melting,  humbling 
love,  which  hath  often  bowed  my  spirit  and  yours  in 
reverend,  holy  worship,  when  present  with  you,  do  I  affec- 
tionately salute  tlie  truly  liviii«;  amongst  you,  as  present  in 
spirit,  though,  for  tlie  cause  of  truth,  far  separated  in  body ; 
yet  by  no  means  less  inwardly  anxious  for  your  establish- 
ment in  the  unchangeable  tnith,  than  when  present  amongst 
you,  and  engaged  in  labour  for  your  help  and  growth  iuto 
your  several  measures  of  the  fulness  of  Christ.  In  which 
tme  love,  my  spirit  hath  often  secretly  reached  towards  you; 
and  of  late,  witli  that  unreserved  openness,  as  to  allow  wo 
at  least  a  liberty  to  salute  yon  with  a  token  of  love  unit  igned. 

First  to  you,  my  beloved  Jnends,  partakers  of  the  heavenly 
calling,  who  have  surely  known  him  in  whom  yon  have 
belicvcil,  ;uiil  been  made  witnesses  of  his  powerful  resurrec- 
tion unto  life ;  my  soul  is  at  this  instant  bowed,  with  and 
for  you,  that  nothing  may  be  admitted  to  weaken  your  hold, 
or  diminish  your  following  on  to  know  him,  and  his  work, 
who  hath  made  his  voice  known  and  his  holy  arm  bare  for 
your  help.  I  have  seen  the  snares  laid  in  your  way ;  the  * 
love  of  the  world,  and  the  indolent  rest  in  the  remembrance 
of  former  favour;  together  with  the  strong  touches  of 
heavenly  help,  which  have  been  considered  as  marks  of 
approbation  of  your  present  state,  rather  than  what  the 
Lord  Almighty  intended  them  for,  even  strong  inducements 
to  follow  on  lo  know  him.  This  fotal  mistake  hath  some- 
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times  led  tbe  truly  visited  into  a  partial  work,  and  centred 
them  in  a  fslse  rest;  in  a  loir,  and  dnrarfisby  week  state, 
subject  to  frequent  failmes  and  brnises,  which  have  eclipsed 
and  dimmed  the  beautj  which  the  Lord  of  the  heritage 
would  have  endued  you  with.  Therefore,  beloved  iriends, 
wait  for  and  submit  to  the  shaking,  loosening  power,  which 
would  lead  from  the  unnecessary  embarrassments  of  this 
world ;  for  such  are  those  which  lead  to  forget  God.  Follow 
fiuthfiilly  to  Bethel,  to  Jericho,  through  Jordan,  and  to  the 
httt  vision  of  the  heavenly  messeoger;  so  shall  a  double 
portion  of  the  spirit  rest  upon  you,  and  the  name  and  cause 
of  the  Highest  be  magnified,  your  own  treasures  enlarged, 
and  those  who  are  behind  encouraged,  by  your  example, 
to  diligence  and  steady  care  to  possess  the  like  durable 
inheritance.  On  the  contrary,  where  negligence  and  weak- 
ness, through  a  worldly  spirit,  prevail  amongst  the  seeming 
ftremost  ranks,  it  encourages  in  undue  liberties,  relaxes 
necessary  care  ailer  their  own  help,  and  is  a  stumbling- 
block  in  the  way  of  the  weak,  who  gladly  admit  of  these 
discouragiiii!:  prospects,  as  they  flatter  tlieir  own  negligence, 
and  speak  a  language  calciihited  to  iudulge  tliem  in  their 
n-iiiissueiis  suitably  to  hibour  for  hidden  treasure  la  Uicir 

w 

UU  31  possession.  Let,  therefore,  the  word  of  exhortation  be 
received  by  you,  to  stir  up  to  au  increase  in  faithful  obe(h- 
ence;  ever  bearing  in  \  ur  renieuibrauce  the  lovincr  LukIulss 
of  the  Lord  ol  sure  mercies,  and  its  end,  even  yuui  i>wn 
establishment,  and  the  helj)  oi  utln  rs  by  your  living 
example;  that  you,  being  faithful  foUoutis  of  him  who 
hath  entered  into  rest,  may  say  to  others,  I'ollovv  me,  as  I 
follow  Christ.** 

And  I  am  fully  assured  that  the  reverend,  honest  travellers 
amongst  you,  to  whom  my  spirit  is  secretly  united,  will  not 
be  overlooked.  Althou'^^h  they  may  have  pen^^ively  to  muse 
on  the  roll  written  within  and  without,  laim  nlalion,  mourn- 
ing, and  woe,  He  who  has  bowed  liie  iieavens,  and  come 
down  for  the  help  of  his  own  seed,  will  not  turn  away  his 
holy  ear  from  their  requests,  but  speedily  arise  for  their  sure 
delircrance. 
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You  also,  my  friends,  who  are  not  so  sensibly  united  by 
a  birth  from  the  immortal  seed  to  the  true  lisimily  as  I  have 
oilen  begged  for  you,  bare  a  place  iu  my  remembrance,  and 
an  affectionate  concern  that  you  might  be  provailed  with  to 
work  while  it  is  yet  day  with  yon,  and  be  excited  to  seek 
after  the  one  thing ;  a  solemn  approaching  hour  will  con- 
vince you  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  peace  and  rest 
for  ever.  How  long  hath  the  gracious  Hand  been  extended 
for  your  help  ?  eren  all  the  day  long,  until  the  evening  has 
drawn  near,  and  his  locks  hare  been  wet  with  its  dews ; 
unwilling  to  leave,  and  graciously  mindful  of  yon.  Oh! 
that  none  such  may  survive  the  extending  of  the  blessed 
arm  of  all-substantial  strength,  and  remain  in  advanced  life 
as  trees  twice  dead,  and  plucked  up  by  the  roots,  reserved 
for  Tophet,  prepared  of  old  for  those  who  forget  God. 

And  O  that  the  youth  amongst  you,  to  whom  even  Dives*s 
desire  for  bis  brethren,  that  one  might  be  raised  and  sent 
from  the  dead  to  warn  them,  hath  been  granted,  of  which  I 
am  a  living  monument,  might  be  roused  in  every  heart  to 
seek  carefully  after  their  own  interest,  and  to  study  betimes 
those  things  which  can  alone  make  thmr  lives  truly  comfort- 
able^ and  enable  them  to  fill  up  thdr  essential  duties  here, 
and  rest  in  peace  at  the  solemn  approaching  conclusion. 
Whatever  place  it  may  now  have  with  you,  satbfied  I  am 
you  have  been  eminently  favoured;  and  line  upon  line, 
precept  upon  precept,  have  been  given  in  the  spreading  of 
gathering  love  and  mercy,  which  my  soul  craves  your 
reverent  remembrance  of  to  your  prolii;  for  they  will  not 
fall  to  the  ground,  but  remain,  as  proliuilile  direction  to  the 
ripht-minded,  or  a  dreadful  hand  wiiLiiig  iipuu  the  wall 
agauKst  ihc  rebellious  and  negligent.  For  thus,  oven  now, 
saith  tlic  Lord  AluiigliLy,  respecting  the  issue  of  his  word 
to  his  visited  people,  as  of  old,  —  "As  the  rain  cometh  down, 
"  and  the  snow  from  heaven,  and  returneth  not  thither,  but 
"  walereth  the  earth,  and  maketh  it  bring  forth  and  bud, 
**  that  it  may  give  seed  to  the  sower  and  bread  to  the  eater; 

so  shall  my  word  be  that  goeth  forth  out  of  my  mouth :  it 
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*^  shall  not  retain  nnto  me  ? oid»  hot  it  shall  accomplish  that 
which  I  please,  and  it  shall  prosper  in  the  thing  wheieto  I 
*•  sent  if 

O,  theroforey  dear,  young  ftiends,  be  warned  in  time  to 
bow  in  heart  to  this  word,  that  yon  may  hnow  it  to  be  a 
word  of  snre  comfort  in  a  day  when  nothing  else  ean  speak 
peace  to  the  soul ;  and  that,  through  its  sanctifying  virtue, 
you  may  be  made  Tessels  of  honour  in  the  house  of  God, 
that  the  labour  frequently  and  affectionately  bestowed  upon 
you  may  not  be  in  vain  to  any  among  you.  I  am  sensible 
there  are  good  desires  at  times  present  in  some  of  your 
minds;  but,  alas!  ofLeu  weakened  by  the  hurtful  things 
which  are  spread  as  snares  in  the  path  of  youth,  and  wliich 
often  endanger  the  unwary,  careless  uand,  and  lead  it  into 
certain  destruction:  but  there  is  an  all-sufficient  Hand, 
able  and  willing  to  direct  and  support  in  all  perils,  mid  lo 
conduct  steadily  and  safely  to  that  desirable  possession, 
which  is  reserved  for  those,  of  all  ranks  and  of  every  age, 
who  seek  diligently,  by  faith  and  patience,  to  inherit  glory. 

I  have,  on  my  own  account,  cause  of  reverent  wor*;hip, 
for  the  continuance  of  daily  support,  proportioned  not  to 
my  deserving,  but  to  the  abundant  condescension  of  a 
gracious  God ;  who  hath  every  way  helped  me,  inwardly 
and  outwardly,  in  tliis  laborious  service,  and  hath  supplied 
with  wisdom  and  strength  to  labour  to  some  service,  and 
my  own  great  peace,  in  humble,  reverent  trust  in  his 
unchangeable  love  and  help,  which  hath  not  yet  failecL 
So  that  I  have  often,  with  a  soul  inwardly  melted  before  the 
throne  of  grace,  admired  his  goodness,  and  had  to  acknow- 
ledge his  unutterable  kindness  and  mercy,  in  engaging  my 
heart  to  devote  the  bloom  and  strength  of  my  life  to  his 
service,  who  is  ever  worthy  of  love^  obedience,  and  the 
tribute  of  a  devoted  heart.    Amen,  amen. 

Thus,  beloved  friends,  the  yearning  of  an  affectionate 
heart  reaches  to  yon,  and  craves  for  you  sore  help  in  the 
way  of  righteousness  and  peace;  that  if  I  be  restored  again 
to  you,  there  may  be  a  sensible  increase  and  growth ;  that 
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yen  may  be  a  joyfol  prospect  to  me;  and  that  my  return, 
if  pemiltedy  and  of  which  I  hare  a  secret  hope,  may  be 
to  70a  in  the  fulneas  of  the  gospel  of  peace,  and  not  with 
sorrow  and  distress  on  yoor  account 

The  ererlasting,  holy,  and  nnchangeable  God  of  all 
comfort  be  near  you^  to  strengthen  that  which  remains  alive^ 
and  should  live,  to  support  you  in  every  difficulty,  and 
preeenre  yon  as  a  well  fenced  and  fiequently  watered  garden, 
is  the  prayer  of  your  true  firiend  and  well  wisher, 

Samuel  Fotue&gill. 

During  the  visit  of  Samuel  Fotbergill  to  the  island  of 
Nantucket,  his  mind  was  much  exercised  on  account  of  a 
dilTcrcncc  which  then,  and  hud  for  a  lung  time  previously, 
existed  auiuiigst  some  Friends  there ;  this  he  took  much 
pains  to  remove,  ami  after  he  left  them  he  felt  engaged  to 
address  to  the  Monthly  Meeting  the  following  letter. 

TO  FRKNDS  OF  THE  HOKTHLT  MEETING  OF  SHERBORNE, 

NANTUCKET. 

Sandwich,  7th  Mo.,  4th,  1765. 

Dbar  Friends, 

I  have  found  so  mnch  secret  travail  and  concern 
of  soul,  on  the  account  of  yonr  present  circumstances,  as  not 
to  allow  me,  with  true  ease  of  mind,  to  dismiss  the  Friends 
who  have  kindly  accompanied  iis^  without  a  few  lines  of 
brotherly  advice  and  counsel. 

First,  and  principally,  to  those  more  immediately  active 
in  the  government  of  the  Church,  and  the  management  of 
lath's  affairs;  let  a  suitable  search  be  made^  in  and  by  what 
spirit  you  are  conducted  in  all  your  services,  in  the  meek- 
ness of  wisdom,  that  loves  and  seeks  the  establishment  one 
of  another  in  the  unchangeable  tmth,  the  ground  and  rule 
of  all  your  motions  and  adTances,  that  you  may  act  for 
God  in  your  day,  and  be  happy  with  him  at  lasL  Is  this, 
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my  fiiendsy  your  chief  aim  in  haB  sight,  who  knows  all  the 
secrets  of  men^s  beartSi  and  ereiy  view  of  the  mind;  or  hath 
not  rather  the  intei|KMitioii  of  other  things  weakened  some 
of  jonr  handsy  and  opened  another  eye  than  that  single  one 
to  God*s  glofy,  which  his  trae-hearted  aerrants,  both  in 
ministry  and  discipline,  are  tnily  concerned  to  ke^  open; 
and  to  the  head,  Christ  Jeans, — which  hath  apparently 
diminished  the  beauty  which,  I  believe,  once  rested  in  a 
more  eminent  degree  upon  that  island  than  at  present?  O, 
Friends !  how  hath  it  happened  ?  At  whose  door  may  it  be 
laid?  I  fear  the  head  hath  been  sick,  and  thence  weakness 
and  infirmity  spread  itself  into  the  body^  and  rendered  it 
un£t  Ibr  his  descent  into  our  assemblies,  who,  of  old, 
requited  the  removal  of  the  lepers  out  of  his  camp,  as  a 
prerious  step  to  his  abiding  amongst  the  congregation ;  and 
if  the  leprosy  of  the  lowest  class  of  the  people  could  thus 
prevent  heavenly  regard,  what  shall  we  not  have  occasion 
to  leaf,  il  aiiiuugisL  tlic  chiefs  and  principal  lieads  of  the 
tribes  any  lepers  be  found,  for  such  are  all  those  whose 
minds  the  god  of  this  world  hath  defiled,  and  led  thciii  to 
seek  their  own  things,  more  Uian  the  things  of  Christ,  and 
sometimes  even  at  Uie  price  of  the  Church's  peace. 

I  am  much  a  stranger,  and  desire  to  be  so,  who  hath  been 
the  occasion  of  the  present  breach  of  union  amougist  yon ; 
but  I  am  clearly  and  fully  convinced,  that  had  those  watcli- 
mcn  who  tal<o  that  name  upon  ihriu  been  awake,  and  quick 
of  understandiiii^  in  the  Icar  of  (iod,  they  might  have  been 
instrumental  in  preventing  its  sprcaduig  out  into  those 
branches  that  are  ap})arent ;  and  although  I  shall  not  make 
myself  a  judge  and  divider  amongst  you,  with  respect  to  the 
validity  of  the  claim  of  any,  yet  this  I  am  very  clear  in, 
that  those  who  made  themselves  judges  in  their  own  cause, 
without  pursuing  the  constant  advice  of  Friends,  to  refer 
their  claims  to  proper  judges,  mutually  chosen  by  both  par- 
ties,—and  in  consequence  thereof  turned  out  their  cattle, — 
made  a  breach  of  the  rules  prescribed  by  divine  wisdom  for 
our  Zion,  and  the  beast  of  the  field  broke  through  into  the 
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Lord's  Tinejazd:  therefore^  the  likelj  way  to  issue  this 
affair  seems  to  me,  to  restore  things  to  the  situation  thej 
were  in  formerly,  and  if  any  Rnends  think  their  rights 
abridged,  to  request  jointly  the  assistance  of  your  Qnaiterly 
Meeting ;  in  the  mean  time,  keep  out  of  reflections  and  evil 
surmises  one  against  another,  and  abide  in  the  peaeeable 
spirit  of  the  Lamb,  which  alone  will  be  finally  Tictorious. 

Let  the  establishment  of  the  family  be  dear  to  3  ou  all ; 
and  O,  ilinl  tlie  keepers  of  the  flock,  both  ministers  and 
elders,  may  so  watch  over  them  as  to  have  to  say,  I  have 
lost  nolle  of  those  committed  to  iny  trust,  but  have  watched 
over  them  for  good,  and  preferred  Jerusalem's  welfare  to 
my  chiefest  joy.  Mv  heart  is  pained  for  vou,  and  truth 
amongst  you;  and  I  am  strongly  bowed  down  before  the 
Almighty,  in  intercession,  for  a  time  of  reviving  frotu  his 
own  presence  amongst  the  more  aged  with  you,  and  the 
more  active  leaders,  that  the  cause,  eminently  owned  of 
God  amongst  you,  may  not  perish,  and  you  also  in  your 
nee^ligence. 

And  oh,  thou  little  distressed  remnant,  who  have  commu- 
nication together,  and  are  sad, —  tlie  liorilafje  that  mounis  to 
the  Lord  in  the  sense  of  the  numbers  that  are  slain  on  the 
high  places, — let  thine  eye  be  to  that  Alpha  who  was  the 
beginner  of  all  good,  and  he  will  be  thy  Omega,  the  author 
and  finisher  of  thy  faith ;  the  companion  and  stay  of  his 
own  seed  is  be,  and  will  arise  for  their  help. 

And  now,  dear  FViends,  in  the  sense  of  best  regard,  my 
heart  pleads  with  yon ;  for  Zion*s  sake,  follow  after  peace 
with  Ood,  and  one  with  another,  that  the  God  of  love  and 
peace  may  ever  be  with  you ;  in  this  peace  alone  stands  that 
farewell  my  soul  craves  for  you  all. 

I  am,  your  Friend,  concerned  for  your  true  help, 

Samuel  Fotbebgill. 
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SAMUEL  FOTBEROILL  TO  JOHN  CHUROBMAN. 

Nantucket,  7th  Mo.,  1755. 

1  Iklvo  to  acknow  ledge  the  receipt  of  thy  acceptable 
letter^  and  akljuugh  1  have  little  to  .say  which  can  recommend 
my  writing,  yet  I  do  love  to  be  in  the  way  of  getting  good, 
by  liiaiiitaining  a  correspondence  with  such  as  are  capable 
of  communicating  it.  I  have,  tlirough  continued  mercy, 
cause  of  thankful  acknowledgment  to  the  gracious  Hand,  for 
his  su])]»ort  eveTY  way  hitherto;  although  many  painful  hours 
are  to  be  met  with,  yet  I  am  helped  to  be  geiu  rnlly  quiet, 
and  this  is  to  me  a  gicat  and  good  attainment  Soinohmcs  T 
think  1  can  see  that  my  commission  has  passed  tliu  ])roper 
ofhce,  and  got  seals  to  it;  at  other  times  I  can  scarcely  see 
either  seal  or  commission,  which,  though  a  painful  dispen- 
sation, is  profitable  to  quicken  to  diligence,  to  be  very 
attentive  to  my  Master's  directions,  and  quick  of  understaDd- 
ing  in  his  will ;  and  that,  above  all  things,  I  may  know  an 
abode  in  hia  service,  though  but  in  the  most  seemingly  thvial 
employment,  yet  to  any  honest  employ  for  bread,  am  I 
heartily  willing  to  have  my  hand  turned. 

I  have  been  stirring  about  pretty  closely  since  we  parted : 
we  had  a  large  meeting  at  Flushing,  but  low  and  distressing, 
as  indeed  was  my  passage  in  general  through  Long  Island. 
The  meeting  at  Newport  was  veiy  large  and  satisfactory; 
brought  in  the  reward  of  peace,  thnnigh  close,  painful  labour. 
I  found  my  mind  greatly  engaged  for  the  renval  of  discipline 
amongst  them,  in  which  I  laboured  with  some  seeming 
success. 

The  meeting  here  hath  been  large,  and,  as  times  go,  pretty 
well  upon  the  whole,  the  state  of  the  people  considered. 
There  is  a  considenble  body  of  Friends  who  are  true  mem- 
bers of  the  family. 

S.  F. 
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SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  HIS  WIFE. 

Boston,  7th  Mo.,  9ltt,  1756. 

I  wrott;  thee  from  Nantucket  about  fire  weeks  aj^o, 
since  which  time  I  have  travelled  as  dilii,n  utly  as  1  could, 
and  have  visitrd  sovern]  parts  ( ;istward  of  lias  city,  and  had 
many  very  large  ineeLin}i;>,  both  among  Friends  and  in  several 
places  where  Truth  opened  my  wav  amongst  others,  where 
no  Friends  lived,  which  have  been  signally  satisfactory  and 
serviceable.  Tt  hath  bowed  my  licart  in  reverence,  to  observe 
and  feel  the  openness  and  visitation  of  love  and  life  which 
is  manifest  in  various  places  in  this  formerly  persecuting 
government;  the  authority  heretofore  exerted  to  suppress 
our  meetings,  is  now  watcbihl  to  support  them,  and  m  many 
places  the  principal  people  Hock  into  meetings  in  crowds, 
and  behave  with  great  solidity.  I  had  yesterday  a  large  and 
memorably  good  meeting  in  the  Court-house  at  Marble-head, 
about  twenty  miles  distant;  and  about  two  weeks  ago  one  of 
the  most  eminently  favoured  meetings  I  have  been  at,  in  the 
Court-house  at  Portsmouth;  and  three  offers  to  have  any 
place  of  worship  they  had,  if  I  would  stay  another  meeting: 
I  mention  it  with  a  bowed,  reverent  heart,  acknowledging  it 
is  the  Ijord*s  doing,  and  awfuUy  marvellous  in  my  eyes. 

Though  heavenly  support  to  labour  is  often  renewed^  and 
inward  peace  sustains  and  covers,  yet  I  have  largely  tasted 
of  the  cup  of  suffering,  as  I  have  felt  the  state  of  the  chuiches 
as  I  have  gone  along;  there  is  a  remnant  truly  living,  and 
true  though  weak  chOdren^  who  want  help  and  guidance^  and 
seek  it,  to  whom  the  merciful  regard  of  the  Lord  of  heaven 
and  earth  freely  reaches,  and  through  whom  I  hope  for  the 
revival  of  ancient  beauty ;  they  are  principally  of  the  rising 
generation;  the  greater  part  of  the  more  advanced  in  years 
are  rather  obstructions  dian  helps  in  the  way,  and  must  be 
removed  before  the  family  will  be  rightly  replenished  and 
strengthened  from  the  Living  Fountain.  It  has  been  exceed* 
ingly  hard  to  my  nature  to  treat  grey  hairs  in  the  manner 
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TmHh  itself  hafb  led,  bat  X  saw  no  other  way  to  peace  than 
troe  obedience,  in  wbich,  though  through  affliction  and  dis- 
tress, I  have  found  hearenly  regard,  and  I  ask  no  more. 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTHEUUiLL  TO  HIS  BKOTHER  AKD  SISTER. 

Boston,  8lh  Mo«,  1st,  1705. 

Since  my  last,  I  have  pursued  my  journey  eighty 
miles  eastward  of  this  city,  and  was  about  to  go  down  to 
Casio  Bay,  to  see  Uv  o  small  meetings  of  Friends  who  have 
gone  and  settled  there,  about  seventy  miles  distant  from  any 
other  meetings  in  the  province,  but  unexpectedly  fouud  a 
stop  in  my  mind,  and  a  curtain  seemed  to  be  drawn  betwixt 
mc  aud  those  parts,  which  1  could  not  sec  through,  and  found 
my  way  opened  to  appoint  some  meetings  amongst  the 
people,  and  then  return  to  BnstoTi.  As  soon  as  I  had  finished 
the  service  of  the  appointed  meetings,  I  was  seized  with 
violence  by  the  gout  in  my  feet  and  stomach,  and  having 
procured  a  carriage,  I  returned  to  the  house  of  Zaccheus 
Collins,  at  Lynn,  a  kind  Friend,  who  hath  a  valuable  wife 
and  daughters,  who  waited  upon  me  with  great  affection, 
and  where  I  had  every  assistance  they  could  afford  me ;  and, 
thn)ugh  the  blessing  of  Divine  Goodness,  and  the  plentiful 
use  of  the  Bark,  the  fit,  which  I  feared  would  be  tedious, 
left  me  in  a  few  days.  I  was  prettj  much  disabled  for  six 
days,  but  got  out  to  two  large  meetings  at  Lynn  on  1st  day, — 
one  at  Salem,  and  a  very  large  and  memorably  good  meeting 
at  Marble-head, — and  came  to  their  meeting  here  yesterday, 
which  was  large  and  satis&ctofy.  I  could  not  but  admire 
the  gracious  Hand,  in  prerentmg  my  joomey  eastwards;  I 
must  have  been  exposed  to  many  hardships,  and  no  assist- 
ance; my  bed  might  have  perhaps  been  in  the  woods,  in 
that  time  of  distress.  Since  my  reeoreiy,  I  have  careftdly 
looked  whether  I  am  fully  clesr,  and  I  bdiera  I  am,  and  at 
liberly  to  return  towards  Rhode  Island.  It  is  now  (except 
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one  day)  twelre  montiis  since  I  left  my  own  habitation ; 
many  painful  events  have  attended,  much  close  labour  and 
travail  every  way,  but  all-sufficient  Help  and  Goodness 
remains  gracious,  renewing  a  bumble,  reverent  trust,  that 
He  will,  in  bis  own  time,  re-conduct  me  bome  to  my  native 
land,  and  to  my  fiiends  and  relations,  botb  in  the  natural 
and  spiritual  alliance;  but  Che  time  when,  is  bid  beyond  the 
veil,  and  right  it  should. 

Snd  of  8th  Mo.— I  dropped  my  pen  yesterday  under  a 
weighty  concern  to  appoint  an  evening  meeting  in  this  place, 
and  upon  its  being  mentioned  to  the  magistrates,  they  cheer- 
folly  offered  either  one  of  their  own  places  of  worriiip,  or 
the  Town-hall,  saying  that  our  own  house  was  too  small  to 
accommodate  tlie  people  who  inclined  to  come  in.  I  found 
more  freedom  to  accept  lliiir  ofFer  of  the  hall,  and  had  a  very 
large  meeting  in  the  evenin  i:,  at  w  liich  were  present  about  two 
thousand  people,  and  aiuongst  lliem  nearly  all  the  magistracy 
of  ilie  place,  several  of  their  ministers  and  principal  people : 
it  was  a  tune,  1  believe,  never  to  be  forgotten ;  the  power 
and  wibdom  of  Truth  was  as  a  canopy  over  the  meeting, 
and  I  believe  the  Truth  itself  gained  great  ground ;  let  every 
part  of  the  gain,  glory,  and  juoht  be  ascribed  to  that  excel- 
lent Name,  in  and  from  which  all  wisdom  and  hlrrriL^Ui 
proceed.  One  of  their  ancient  professors  said  y>rpt!y  loud, 
at  the  close  of  the  meeting,  "  I  thank  God  that  1  iia\  e  once 
licard  the  Gospel  of  life  and  peace  preached  in  its  purity,  a& 
it  hath  been  this  dav." 

It  is  with  a  deeply  bowed  heart  I  mention  this  and  other 
circumstances  of  divine  regard,  spreading  itself  to  the  people 
in  a  wonderful  manner.  I  hope  ever  to  remember  it  is  the 
Lord's  doings,  and  is  humblingly  marvellous  in  my  eyes, 
and  I  hope  will  be  a  means  of  encouragement  to  the  humble 
seclcers  of  Zion*s  prosperity,  to  labour  with  diligence  to  keep 
clean  the  camp  of  God,  that  its  purity  and  safety  may  appear 
to  those  whom  the  heavenly  Power  hath  shaken  in  their  false 
rests.  But,  alas !  there  are  too  many  of  the  professors  of 
Truth  who  are  the  greatest  enemies  to  the  cross  of  Christ, 
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by  their  conupt  coDvenalioD ;  and  many  otben»  though  more 
morally  clean,  dead  in  the  looty  and  rather  obstructionB  to 
the  youth,  than  helpers  of  their  faith ;  anch  aa  are  unsound  in 
▼arious  parts  of  our  Christian  testimony^  axe  leaders  among 
the  people ;  and  the  favour  of  the  goremment,  in  exempting 
Friends  from  the  payment  of  priests*  wages,  bath  been  a 
lasting  detriment  to  the  cause  here,  by  a  hasty  admission  of 
persons  who  desire  to  be  loade  members.  Many  are  very 
desirous  of  an  addition  to  their  meetings,  even  if  Llicy  an 
not  added  to  the  Chureh  of  Christ,  from  views  of  a  corrupt 
nature,  to  make  a  figure  iu  their  neiglilxjiiihood,  and  perhaps 
bear  rule  in  it,  and  gradually  get  nanu^s  on  eartli,  and  a 
share  in  the  management  of  public  affairs;  from  which, 
however,  they  are  totally  excluded,  and  may  they  ever 
remain  so. 

Tliere  is  a  remnant  of  right-spirited  people,  of  the  youth 
and  younger  race,  who  have  at  heart  the  cause  of  God,  and 
the  regulation  of  things  amongst  them,  with  whom  I  have 
been  united  in  labour,  and  helped  to  strengthen  their  hands, 
bavin?  been  at  most  of  the  monthly  and  c|uarterly  meetings 
in  New  England,  and  hope  the  Lord  of  mercy  will  graciously 
regard  the  cause  of  his  Truth,  and  preserve  a  seed  to  his 
own  praise. 

4tb. — On  the  evening  of  the  2nd  instant,  I  got  a  meeting 
amongst  Friends,  the  inhabitants  of  this  place,  which  was 
to  my  satisfaction  in  the  discharge  of  necessary  duty ;  and 
yesterday  had  two  very  large,  solid  meetings,  to-  true  satis-, 
faction,  through  heavenly  help,  which  was  great  amongst  us. 

I  am  now  clear  of  this  place^  which  hath  borne  weight 
upon  my  mind  at  times,  years  before  I  left  home,  and  hope 
some  service  hath  been  done.  May  the  gain  and  glory  be 
wholly  rendered  to  Him  who  alone  is  worthy ;  it  is  he  that 
is  the  staff  and  stay  of  his  servants,  whether  their  feet  are 
made  heaulifiil  upon  the  mountains,  or  dipt  in  Jordan. 

With  respect  to  martial  affairs,  as  they  are  remote  from 
my  business,  I  meddle  not  with  them,  but  endeavour  rather 
to  draw  out  of  that  fire  and  bustle  too  prevalent  amongst  the 


210 


UfiMOIBS  AND  LLTIKiCS 


[1755. 


people.  An  express  airiyed  bere  last  nii^t,  with  a  confir- 
matioa  of  the  news  of  Genefal  Braddock*B  total  defeat,  witli 
the  loss  of  about  700  men  lolled,  himself  and  mij  officen 
amongst  them,  and  the  train  of  artiUeiy,  baggage,  &c., 
belonging  to  the  armj;  he  took  along  with  him  1,500  picked 
men,  and  kept  them  together  in  the  European  manner;  the 
French  and  Indians,  skulking  behind  the  trees  and  logs  of 
wood,  destroyed  the  English,  who  stood  coUeeted  as  a  mark 
for  some  time,  and  then  left  their  officers  and  ran  away:  it 
u  said  the  enemies  were  not  above  BOO  in  all,— -150  In^ans, 
and  as  many  French. 

a  F. 

JOSEPH  FOTHEROILL  TO  HIS  BROTHER  SAMUEL. 

8th  Mo.,  19th,  1755. 

 My  late  indisposition  coulincd  me  several 

months,  which  to  mc,  so  little  acquainted  with  ill  health, 
was  very  distressing,  both  to  body  and  mind,  and  I  have 
been  oflen  brought  very  low,  and  deeply  bowed  in  iniiul, 
where  T  havo  been  made  sensible  of  the  supporting  hand  of 
diviiu:  hel})  and  consolation  undeinealh,  in  the  most  pinch- 
ing times;  and  the  extension  ot  gracious  goodness  has  been 
towards  me  when  in  the  greatest  u  ant,  for  which  gracious 
dealings,  and  the  many  favours  and  blessings  received,  ray 
soul  begs  I  may  be  preserved  in  an  humble  and  grateful 
remembrance  of,  and  for  the  remaining  few  days  I  have  to 
spend,  which  I  often  think  may  not  be  many,  that  I  may  be 
enabled  to  redouble  my  diligence  in  endeavouring  to  walk 
worthy  of  the  regard  of  our  Heavenly  Helper,  who,  as  leaned 
unto,  will  not  only  enable  us  to  form  good  resolutions,  but 
to  come  up  duly  in  the  performance  of  them. 

I  take  notice  with  much  thankfulness  of  thy  kind  concern 
and  regard  for  me  in  the  conduct  of  my  worldly  affairs,  and 
am  duly  sensible  that  thy  veiy  good  advice  springs  from  that 
Divine  Fountain  that  has  hitherto  freely  flowed  through  thee 
to  all  the  visited  of  God  Our  children,  through  mercy. 
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ate  in  healUi,  and  ]i«aTenly  goodoeis  is  near  to  ihe  tendering 
of  the  minds  of  many  of  them,  and  tiie  rafresbii^  dev»  I 
hope,  rests  apon  tbe  minds  of  tiiose  growing  up ;  it  is  my 
earnest  prayer  thai  we,  th^  parents^  may  be  preserred 
in  sneh  a  manner  as  to  be  exemplary  instroments  in  tbe 
band  of  our  Heavenly  Fatber,  in  ibeir  education  in  bis  fear, 
and  in  training  tbem  np  in  tbe  nnrtnre  and  admonitioo  of 
tbe  Lord. 

Joseph  Fothbsgiix. 

samuel  fothergill  to  aullaham  anthony  and  jacob 
mott,  two  friends,  of  rhode  island. 

Nine  Partners,  9tb  Mo.,  7tb,  1755. 

In  the  fellowship  of  the  suOering  seed  amongst  you, 
I  afliectioDately  salute  you,  and  hereby  inlorm  you,  tliat  the 
situation  of  tbe  Society  in  your  parts  bath  been,  since  I 
parted  Ironi  Rhode  Island,  the  frequent  and  painful  com- 
panion of  my  thoughts,  in  which  I  hare  deeply  looked  to  see 
how  it  might  be  helpod,  and  have  carefully  looked  at  the 
proposal  of  entenng  in  wrilni*:^  the  names  of  such  as  are  to 
be  deemed  members  of  our  Society,  which,  upon  the  whole, 
I  cannot  fully  fall  in  with.  I  believe,  as  through  the  remiss- 
ness of  the  watchman  the  present  disorder  hath  entered,  by 
the  labours  of  tbe  watchman  the  remedy  must  be  obtained. 
It  appears  to  me  the  likeliest  method  to  know  who  are  of 
you,  will  be  to  consider  that  all  such  who  bare  a  birtbrigbt 
in  tbe  Society,  or  have  been  admitted  upon  request,  or  been 
employed  in  offices  of  tbe  Church,  must  be  deemed  mem- 
bers, and  under  the  care  of  CViends,  and  tbat  a  visit  be  paid 
to  all  such  as  frequent  meetings,  and  hare  not  a  right  to 
membership  by  the  means  aforesaid ;  tbe  visitors  taking  the 
queries  agreed  to  last  Yearly  Meeting,  and  solidly  reading 
tbem  to  tbe  parties,  may  acquaint  tbem  those  queries^  or  tbe 
substance  thereof,  are  universally  agreed  to  amongst  fVieads 
eveiywbere,  as  tbe  rule  of  tbeir  outward  conduct ;  and  if 
tbey  desire  to  be  accepted  as  memberS)  it  is  expected  tbey 
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concur  tfaerewith,  and  be  govemed  thereby ;  if  soeh  sabinit 
IheretOy  and  testify  their  concoirence  bj  m  personal  appear* 
ance  at  the  Monthly  Meetings  or  to  Friends*  satisfactbo,  a 
niinnte  may  be  made  of  their  bdng  deemed  and  accepted  as 
members  of  the  Church.  If,  on  the  contrary  hand,  any 
declare  that  they  n'ill  not  be  goTcmed  by  such  roles,  after 
deUberale  waiting,  and  risiting  them,  they  ought  to  be 
deemed  strangers  to  us,  and  the  Society  no-ways  answerable 
for  their  conduct ;  but  as  they  belong  not  to  us,  I  cannot  see 
the  necessity  of  our  making  any  minute  against  them.  This 
method,  I  apprehend,  will  fully  distinguish  who  are  of  you, 
and  who  are  not;  and  if  you  find  any,  who  by  the  afore- 
mentioned procedure  are  members,  who  are  spots  in  our 
feasts  of  charity,  labour  hr  their  recover}',  and  if  they  con- 
tinue obstinate,  place  IVuth's  judgment  upon  them. 

I  believe,  before  Zion  shine  in  her  ancient  glor}',  judgment 
must  begin  at  the  house  of  God,  and  the  refiner  known 
among  Levi's  sons,  and  the  ancients  of  the  house;  and  oh 
that  none  may  obsirucl  its  work,  and  be  found  fighters 
against  God,  by  obstructing  bis  vvui  k  in  themselves  or  others. 
Tlie  God  of  our  fathers  establish  you  more  and  more  in 
his  work,  aud  work  amongst  you  to  his  praise  and  your 
comfort. 

Farewell,  larewell,  saith  your  true  friend  in  that  which  is 
unchangeable, 

S.  F. 

HVSXmA  FOTHEAtilLJu  TO  HEK  HUSBAliD. 

Warrington,  9th  Mo.,  24Ui,  1755. 

My  soul  salutes  thee  in  near  and  true  afiection,  and 
truly  wishes  thee  a  continuance  of  thy  health,  and  preser- 
vation through  the  various  trials  and  difficulties  that  Provi- 
dence in  his  wisdom  may  see  meet  to  allot  thee;  so  that 
neither  heights,  nor  depths,  nor  whatever  commotions  may  be 
amongst  men,  may  be  able  to  move  thee  firom  that  sure  help 
that  hath  been  with  ihee  hitherto;  hath  been  thy  battle»axe 
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and  vvcapoDS  of  war,  and  hath  covered  thy  head  in  the  day 
of  battle.  Mayst  thou  not  be  dismayed,  though  storms  may 
arise,  and  difficulties  seem  to  surround  thee  on  every  side, 
yet  stronp^er  is  He  that  is  in  us,  than  he  that  is  in  the  world, 
and  more  mighty  than  meu,  dwd  can  turn  and  overturn;  and 
let  us  poor  mortals  know  that  He,  the  Most  High,  rules  on 
earth  as  well  as  in  heaven  ;  that  his  works  are  works  of 
wonder,  and  his  ways  past  finding  out.  My  soul  hath  been 
bowed,  and  thoughtfuhiess  has  taken  hold  of  my  mind,  on 
hearing  of  the  hurries  and  confusion  on  that  side  the  ocean ; 
yet  never  doubting  but  the  righteous  will  be  supported,  will 
have  a  rock  to  flee  to,  and  a  safe  hiding-place  and  peaceful 
habitation  that  the  world  cannot  deprive  them  of.  Yet  is 
my  soul  bound  in  sympathy  with  thee,  believing  many 
difficulties  may  attend  thee,  yet  firmly  believing  thou  art  in 
thy  proper  place,  and  mayst,  in  the  hand  of  the  Ghreat 
.Master,  be  made  helpfid  to  Uie  weak,  and  an  encouragement 
to  good  Friends,  who,  I  doubt  not,  will  be  glad  thy  lot  is 
cast  among  them.  Some  of  Uiem  I  often  remember  with 
near  regard ;  I  was  pleased  to  hear  thou  got  the  company  of 
dear  John  Pemberton,  and  should  be  glad  thou  might  be 
faToured  with  more  of  it;  erer  since  I  saw  him,  I  thought 
him  a  hopeAil  youth,  and  I  hope  he  wiU  hold  on  his  way. 

I  have  bad  several  Friends  lodging  here;  we  had  the 
company  of  our  worthy  friend  Bdmund  Peckover  two  days. 
I  parted  with  him  at  Flrandley ;  he  has  laboured  closely 
amongst  us,  and  has  had  good  service ;  the  dew  of  his  youth 
still  rests  upon  him. 

Susanna  Fothbroili.. 

SAMUEL  FOTHERUiLL  TO  HIS  WIFE. 

John  ChQrchman%  East  Nottingham, 
9th  Mo.,  80th,  17d5. 

In  the  near  and  tender  sense  of  that  love  which 
many  waters  cannot  quench  nor  distance  impair,  I  most 
affectionately  salute  thee,  having,  through  the  mercy  of  all- 
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sufficient  help,  never,  I  hope,  to  he  forgotten,  stiU  io  continue 
the  agreeahle  accounts  of  my  progress,  under  the  seme  of 
heavenly  protection  erery  way,  being  supported  in  health, 
to  niy  thankful  admiration,  and  am  now  in  better  health  and 
ability  to  labour  than  when  I  left  home.  Friends  think  I 
am  much  stronger  than  when  I  arrived,  although  I  have 
tr.ivellcd  about  six  thousand  miles  in  ]( s^-  ihan  twelve  months; 
neither  hath  iuward  health  been  w  itl  litld,  iu  the  wise  pro- 
portions of  Iiilinitc  ivuowledge,  wiiusc  ways  are  indeed 
unsearchable ;  although  many  painful  bapUsnis,  fur  the  dead 
and  dying,  have  fallen  to  my  lot,  yet  I  have  humble  cause 
of  rejoicing  in  hope,  my  labour  for  the  help  of  others,  and 
the  ol)taining  true  peace,  hath  not  been  altogether  in  vain. 
And  although  I  have  often  to  walk  by  faith,  and  not  by 
sight,  or  sense  (jf  much  present  feeling,  yet  the  invisible,  holy 
Stay  is  graciously  near,  to  give  renewed  testimonies.  I  am 
separated  from  thee,  for  the  cause  of  God  and  his  Truth, 
and  we  are  both  under  his  fatherly  regard  for  good ;  we 
can  never  be  ujore  safe  than  under  his  hand,  and  in  his 
service.  I  have  now  visited  the  province  of  New  York, 
Long  Island,  Narraganset,  Rhode  Island,  and  New  England, 
pretty  thoroughly,  and  had  abundant  labour,  both  in  the 
gospel  ministry  and  the  re-establishment  of  discipline.  I 
have  visited  some  parts  of  the  Jerseys,  and  was  at  the  Yearly 
Meeting  at  Philadelphia  last  week,  to  some  good  service; 
the  meeting  very  large,  and  to  great  general  satisfaction;  after 
the  meeting,  I  came  down  directly  with  John  Churchman  to 
his  house,  to  enjoy  a  *^  flat  calm,"  as  he  expresses  it 

I  was  oflcn  present  in  spirit  with  Friends  at  the  Northern 
Yearly  Meeting,  and  pleased  to  hear  it  was  satisfactory, 
though  I  believe,  from  some  who  were  Ibere^  there  would  be 
a  great  deal  more  of  the  bell,  than  of  the  pomegranate.  Bat 
humbly  thankful  I  am  there  are  a  remnant  left,  who  have 
tiiem  placed  about  their  robes  in  due  number  and  proportion. 
Some  of  that  happy  number  I  find  here,  and  too  many  of  a 
different  sort 

S.F. 
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(Additi<m  by  John  Chubchuan.) 

Deak  Friend  Susanna  Fotheboxli^ 

Thy  dear  husband  was  so  good  as  to  offer  me  this, 
in  order  that  I  might  have  an  opportunity  to  assure  thee 
that  the  tender  regard  and  near  nnity  which  from  our  first 
acqnaintance  made  near  impressions  reciprocally  on  each  of 
our  minds,  to  the  laying  a  sure  foundation  of  friendship,  still 
remain  as  stedfast  as  ever;  and  in  a  renewed  sense  diereof, 
my  prayer  to  the  Father  of  all  our  mercies  is,  that  He  would 
still  he  pleased  to  preserve  and  keep  us  under  the  wing  of 
his  lore,  and  increase  our  affections  in  warmth  to  himself,  for 
therem  stands  the  fellowship  of  all  his  children.  Thy  dear 
husband,  to  my  great  satisfaction,  has  made  a  small  tarry  at 
my  house,  in  order  to  giro  rest  to  the  body,  which,  by  over- 
much latigue,  may  be  so  debilitated  as  to  be  a  clog  to  a 
willing  spirit  Perhaps  these  few  lines,  mean  as  they  are, 
may  meet  with  no  less  acceptance  for  bemg  joined  to  the 
forugoiiig  epistle.  In  much  tender  affectiou,  in  which  my 
dear  wife  joins,  I  conclude,  thy  real  fiiend, 

John  Churchman. 

SAMUEL  FOTHEROILL  TO  BIS  SISTEB. 

East  Nottiogham,  10th  Mo.,  did,  1755. 

Thou  art  the  frequent  companion  of  my  thoughts, 
and  that  with  hope  and  desire,  as  for  myself,  that  every 
degree  of  happiness  may  attend,  and  that  proportioned  to 
the  just  sense  thou  hast  received,  wherein  it  alone  consists. 
I  am  thankful  for  the  &rour  of  thy  recovery;  I  cannot  doubt 
thy  awful  remembrance  of  the  supporting  hand,  and  careful 
inquiry  after  the  mind,  of  Him  who  humbles  to  the  brink  of 
the  grave^  and  raises  up  again.  His  mercies  are  unutterable, 
and  demand  reverent  hearts.  O,  that  we  may  never  forget 
what  he  hath  done  tat  us,  or  be  rendered  unworthy  of  Uie 
further  notice  and  regard  of  a  bdng  who  remembers  his 
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cbildien  from  geneiation  to  generalion,  and  supports  through 
all  thmr  trials  to  a  peaceful  habitation  with  himself. 

I  expect  to  spend  this  winter  in  these  provinces :  not  only 
for  the  coDtinuance  of  t>odi]7  strength,  but  the  renewal  of 
ability  to  labour  in  the  Lord*s  work,  is  my  spirit  bowed 
in  humble  worship.  Many  are  the  paiofiil  stops  amongst 
the  dead  and  the  dying  I  have  to  tread;  the  heritage  seems 
in  some  places  alnwst  laid  waste,  through  the  negligence 
of  those  who  call  themselves  watchmen,  who  appcax  to 
me  the  very  tail  of  the  flock ;  and  it  seems  as  if,  whilst  the 
peo])le  have  made  the  outward  wilderness  as  a  fruitful  field, 
the  plantation  and  garden  of  God  liave  bi^eu  made  as  a 
liegkcud  di  sci  i,  and  barren  wilderness. 

There  urt  a  living  remnant  amongst  the  various  classes 
in  ai^c  who  keep  their  gamicnts  clean,  and  are  btioug  to 
labour  in  the  Lord's  work;  and  work  indeed  there  is,  for  all 
who  arc  of  a  willing  heart ;  and  I  trust  their  labour  will 
bring  some  advantage  to  the  family,  and  peace  to  them- 
selves. 

My  good  old  faithful  companion  and  servant,  who  carried 
me  2,300  miles  last  winter,  whom  I  left  in  Virginia,  very 
near  his  exit,  as  I  thought,  hath  been  brought  up  to  me 
here,  this  week,  in  tolerably  good  order ;  and  1  expect  a 
great  deal  more  service  from  him,  as  my  journeys  will  be 
shorter,  and  provisions  plenty  and  good.  The  poor  old 
creature  knew  my  voice  when  I  spoke  to  him,  and  gave  all 
the  sic^ns  of  joy  on  meeting  me  that  such  a  creature  is 
capable  of 

Dear  sister,  I  am  abundantly  sensible  of  the  place  I  have 
in  thine,  and  dear  brother's  affectionate  remembrance; 
though,  perhaps,  when  sometimes  in  secret  concealed  distress, 
and  disappointed  of  bearing  from  you,  a  painful  thought 
may  be  suggested,  and  sometimes  drop  lirom  my  pen  like 
a  complaint,  yet  I  know  it  is  groundless,  am  sensible  of 
tender  sympathy,  and  at  times,  in  spirit,  as  near  as  if  a 
partaker  of  conversation  with  you  both.  Tliis  intellectual 
union  has  been  often  relieving,  and  I  am  humbly  thankful. 
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that  though  tlie  tcnderest  affection  reigns  uiuliininished  in 
my  breast,  X  have  not  an  anxious  wish  towards  England  i 
this  being,  in  the  course  of  Providence,  my  proper  lot  for 
the  present.  I  have  now  been  about  a  week  more  than  a 
year  in  this  land,  and  have  travelled  G,200  unles.  I  intended 
to  have  transmitted  to  thee  an  account  of  my  journey,  in 
the  nature  i  t  a  journal,  but  my  time  is  so  engrossed  1  have 
not  tune,  but  have  hitherto  kept  an  account  of  mj  manner 
of  spending  each  day  since  my  arrival. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  a  good  account  of  the  Yearly  Meeting ; 
I  was  daily  present  in  spirit,  and  in  humble  request  for  the 
overshadowing  of  best  wisdom  over  you.  While-hart  court* 
waft  then,  and  oftentimes^  a  place  I  viuied  in  mind. 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTHEROILL  TO  DOCTOR  FOTHERGILL. 

Maiden  Creels  in  Pennsylraniay  lOth  Mo^  20th»  1755. 

The  signal  proo&  of  dirine  help  wbich  have  been 
extended  towards  me  and  others,  through  mj  labours  in 
the  gospel  ser?ice,  will,  I  hope,  erer  be  remembered  by  me 
in  the  manner  they  ought,  to  my  profit  and  encouragement, 
in  devotedness  of  heart  to  him  who  is  ever  highly  worthy 
of  obedience  and  faithful  service,  and  will  never  send  his 
serrants  out  at  their  own  expense,  but  amply  supply  out  of 
his  own  inexhaustible  treasure  of  riches,  wisdom,  and 
strength:  indeed,  who  is  like  him,  or  able  to  enrich  as  he? 
Human  understanding,  glory,  or  frnndship,  are  poor  in 
possession,  and  in  event.  Ihit  never  ialling  is  the  tountain  of 
unchangeable  good;  and  thougli  he  feed  his  people  with 
the  rod,  yet  the  nourishment  is  diviuely  sanctified,  and  the 
flock  of  his  heritage,  though  in  the  wood,  is  environed  wilii 
invisible,  yet  invincible  salvaLiun. 

Since  my  last,  I  went  down  to  a  Yearly  Meeting  on  the  A 
eastern  shore  of  Maryland,  and  returned  with  John  Church'  L 

*  Doctor  FotheigiU^s  reridenve. 
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man  to  hh  home;  I  hare  alio  proceeded  thfougb  the  western 
side  of  this  province,  and  bafe  had  many  large  and  truly 
preeions  meetings,  althongh  the  semce  haUi  been  laborious, 
amongst  a  people,  the  elder  part  whereof  seem  not  only 
dij,  bat  Teij  dry ;  yet  there  is  a  number  of  young  people 
of  the  Hebrew  race  coming  up  out  of  their  dens^  and  clothed 
upon  with  the  vesture  of  righteousness  and  holy  zeal;  and 
indeed  the  cau&e  hath  need  of  them. 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  HIS  WIFE. 

Fluladelphia,  11th  Mo.,  6th,  1755. 

I  strongly  hope  He  who  hath  called  to  this  work 
will  support  and  enable  ine  to  bear  it  with  resignation  and 
patiencOi  and  in  his  due  time  restore  me  to  my  beloved 
Mends  in  my  native  land;  and  in  the  meantime  will 
preserve  us  living  to  himself  in  the  eternal  covenant  of  light 
and  life;  for  abundant  experience  testifies  that  therein  is 
our  safety,  b(  nnty,  and  use,  and  proper  capacity  of  yielding 
senrice  to  Him  wlio  is  worthy  of  obedience,  worship^  and 
fear  for  ever.  Abundantly  good  and  gracious  hath  he  vouch- 
safed to  be  to  my  soul,  in  this  painful  labour  in  which  I 
am  engaged,  and  hath  often  filled  with  his  own  holy  rain, 
his  heritage;  and  made,  at  times,  as  a  sharp  threshing 
instrument  in  his  hand,  to  thresh  the  lofty  mountains  to 
pieces,  and  to  bow  the  sturdy  oaks  of  Bashan.  It  hath  been 
his  own  work  and  gracious  condescension,  and  to  him 
over  all  be  the  praise  ascribed,  who  is  God  of  the  moun- 
tains, and  lifter  up  of  the  low  valleys,  and  theii  distressed 
inhabitants. 

I  hinted  that  something  would  be  likely  to  detain  me 
longer  than  I  once  thought,  and  I  believe  it  will  be  my 
dnty  to  visit  all  the  Monthly  and  Quarterly  Meetings  withui 
the  verge  of  this  Yearly  Meeting:  it  hath  pleased  the  holy 
master  of  our  assemblies  to  dothe  my  spurit  with  a  concern 
for  the  renewal  of  the  discipline  in  Ids  family ;  and  he  hath 
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hvcn  near  to  direct  in  wisdom,  and  to  give  mc  such  a  place 
amongst  Friends  here  as  to  open  my  way  greatly  in  that 
respect;  and  I  believe  in  tliis  service  William  Brown  and 
John  Churt  Innan  will  by  turns  favour  me  with  their 
company,  which  I  esteem  a  favour. 

I  returned  here  to  the  Quarterly  Meeting,  which  was  very 
large,  and  strongly  good  in  various  re«perts ;  and  as  the 
assembly  for  \hv  province  have  in  some  ir^pects,  T  think, 
acted  very  nu  ons  stontly  with  the  principles  they  profef=s, 
I  had  a  concern  tf)  have  an  opportunity  with  such  of  them 
as  are  members  of  our  society,  being  twenty-eight  out  of 
thirty-six  ;  a!id  they  gave  some  Friends  and  me  an  oppor- 
tunity this  moniing  to  relieve  our  spirits  to  them. 

Some  of  those  parts  I  visited  last  winter  are  now  in  great 
confusion,  by  reason  of  the  Indians  having  done  some 
mischief ;  they  have  destroyed  several  families,  and  spread 
a  general  terror  over  the  back  inhabitants  of  this  province ; 
and  this  city  was  a  few  days  ago  alarmed  by  accounts  of 
1,800  French  and  Indians  being  within  soTenty  miles  of 
this  city,  on  their  march  to  it ;  bat  it  was  a  false  nimonr. 
But  the  deviation  of  many  from  our  testimony,  and  their 
desertion  of  an  arm  which  has  been  their  sure  defence  above 
seventy  years,  and  guarded  them  from  hostile  invasions  and 
bloodshed^  and  now,  leaning  to  their  own  strength,  and 
actually  putting  the  people  in  arms  in  some  places,  seems 
to  me  a  presage  of  distress  they  will  find  hard  to  bear.  I 
expect  you  will  have  great  ramours  of  mischief  done  by  the 
Indians  in  this  province;  but  the  latest  and  best  accounts 
to  this  day  do  not  amount  to  above  ten  or  twelve  kUled ; 
but  multitudes  have  fled  firom  their  habitations. 

I  was  some  weelcs  ago  at  a  settlement  of  Friends  beyond 
the  Blue  Mountains,  who  were  then  in  great  quiet,  but 
have  since  all  removed,  through  fear  of  the  Indians,  and 
left  their  plantations  and  dwellings  desolate*  In  the  midst 
of  this  confusion,  too  few  know  the  Rock  of  Defence,  or 
have  confidence  towards  the  Ruler  of  heaven  and  earth; 
their  minds  scattered,  and  their  foundations  discovered  very 
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weak,  having  lost  coDfidenee  in  the  divine  ano,  trust  in  their 
own. 

From  this  aoconnt  thou  may  sensibly  judge  of  the  painM 
labour  1  must  undergo,  to  obtain  ease^  and  discharge  my 
duty ;  all  the  hardships  of  travel  last  winter,  though  very 
great,  were  nothing  in  comparison  of  the  anguish  of  spirit  I 
feel  for  this  backsliding  people,  though  there  are,  and  even 
in  the  assembly,  a  number  who  remember,  with  humble  trust 
and  confidence,  the  eyerlasting  Protector  of  his  people. 

I  dare  not  dissipate  my  strengtli  by  one  wishful  look 
toward  my  native  land,  beloved  uilc  and  tender  friends,  so 
as  to  desire  to  sec  tliem ;  but  steadily  and  honesLl  v  labour 
here  according  to  the  ability  given ;  circumscribing  all  my 
views  within  the  bounds  of  duty,  and  resigning  all  my  will, 
power,  and  faculties  unto  the  will  of  Heaven ;  who  hath 
indeed  been  pleased  often  to  renew  wisdom  and  strength 
beyond  the  usual  proportion  of  my  measure,  and  to  support 
by  his  invincible  arm  in  many  deep  concealed  trials. 

T  have  no  confidant  here  but  the  lionl  alone;  here  are 
many  worthy  friends,  and  dear  John  Churchman  is  like 
bone  cf  bone;  but  T  have  found  it  niy  safety  and  strength 
to  be  hidden  and  deeply  reserved  from  all  unbosoming  my 
complaints  to  any  mortal,  and  before  the  holy  £ye  alone 
to  spread  my  cause. 

Thou  hast  a  right  to  know  my  secret  heart,  and  canst  enter 
into  its  chambers,  and  in  sympathy  feel  with  and  pray  for 
my  help;  and  I  know  thou  art  inwardly  bowed  with  me 
and  for  me  to  the  Lord  of  help. 

Brother  Joseph*8  letter  gave  me  great  satisfaction,  on  his 
own  and  dear  sister  Hannah  and  children's  account,  towards 
all  whom  my  heart  is  often  filled  with  a  love  which  is  not 
derived  Irom  mere  nature,  and  in  the  embraces  of  it  they 
are  often  fresh  in  my  mind ;  but  this  is  all  I  can  at  present 
find  a  way  to  manifest.  May  all  our  dwelling  be  in  that 
hidden  root  of  communion  whence  all  the  various  branches 
derive  nourishment,  and  we  shall  be  as  epistles  written  on 
one  anothei's  hearts  by  the  linger  of  God* 

S.  F. 
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SAMUBL  FOTHERGILL  TO  BIS  SISTER. 

Cbestor,  in  Pennsylvania,  llth  Mo.,  11th,  17d5. 

A  Tarielj  of  close,  patnftil  labour,  hereaway, 
commands  the  attendance  of  every  faculty  of  my  aonl  and 
spirit;  though  my  affection  to  beloved  idaSives  is  undimi- 
nished, and  I  am  allowed  at  times  to  run  in  thought  from  one 
to  another,  yet  the  painful  sensation  of  absence  hath  been 
very  much  removed.  I  esteem  it  a  singular  mercy  from  the 
everlasting  fountain  of  nicrcy  thus  to  stay  my  mind  in  its 
proper  centre;  to  hide  ray  iiativc  land,  beloved  friends, 
and  each  tender  connexion,  within  the  veil,  to  ])revent  a 
dissipation  of  mind  to  wliich  1  am  too  prone,  and  to  keep 
my  strength  collected  and  tirm  ibr  the  auxiuub  labuur  of  tlie 
day. 

And,  indeed,  the  sum  ol  divine  mercies  is  unutterable, 
of  which  my  soul  hath  been  made  partaker,  for  my  own  and 
Others*  Ix  1{) ;  it  hath  been  renewed  from  day  to  day,  in 
deep  and  wise  proportions ;  sometimes  more  scarce,  and 
deeply  iiid  irom  sight  or  sense,  to  awaken  awful  search ; 
sometimes  more  evidently  manifest,  to  confirm  humble  confi- 
dence in  the  all-sufficient  Heljicr;  thus,  deep  memorable 
teaching  hath  been  administered,  which  1  liope  will  not  be 
forfj^otten  in  any  future  period  of  my  lill-.  The  continued 
support  of  bodily  health  claims  thankful  notice  i  I  never 
was  more  healthy  than  through  this  country. 

I  have  been  favoured  with  the  proliiaV>le  company  of 
that  tnily  great  and  good  man,  John  Churchman,  in  various 
meetings  in  this  province,  and  to  be  now  and  then  my  fellow 
traveller. 

I  have  assigned  sufficient  reasons  before,  why  I  dare  not 
point  out  the  time  of  my  return  home ;  it  is  concealed,  and 
I  dare  not  attempt  to  draw  the  curtain;  I  hope  to  be 
preserved  steadily  dependent  upon  Him  who,  I  have  reason 
to  believe,  drew  me  out  from  all  that  is  dear  in  life;  and 
who,  I  trust,  will,  in  his  own  time,  restore  me  to  them 
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again,  in  the  fruition  of  that  peace  which  sweetly  seasons 
every  dispensation,  and  wbusc  tender  humbling  effect  is 
the  strongest  cement  of  the  family  of  our  Heavenly  Father. 
Thou  knows,  beloTed  sister,  whose  service  I  am  in,  though 
unworthy  to  be  ranked  amongst  his  servants;  and  that  he 
bath  a  right  to  be  obeyed,  and  devotedly  served,  whose 
power  is  over  all,  and  his  metcy  is  to  those  who  fear  hini. 
These  constdeiationsy  with  which  thy  mind  is  experimentally 
conversant,  will  lead  to  a  hmnble  quietude  and  lesignedneaa. 

I  am  eai^  and  qniet;  I  know  I  am  not  forgotten,  and  that 
my  dear  inends  axe  affectionately,  and  in  true  sympathy, 
mindfiil  of  me.  I  feel  the  strangest  reciprocal  returns; 
may  it  ever  be  mutually  cultivated,  and  grow  to  the  bright* 
ness  of  that  ftiendship  which  is  the  glorious  lellowship  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Mount  Zion. 

I  must  conclude  this  testimony  of  near  and  tender  remem* 
braooe.  My  spirit  is  nearly  united  to  thee  in  that  which  is 
stronger  than  natural  alliance, — the  hidden  eomnumion  of 
souls,  rectified  by  wisdom,  and  refined  by  the  power  of 
redemption. 

S.  F. 

JOHN  FEMBEKTOM  TO  SUSAfiKA  l-OTHEKGILL. 

Phnadelphia,  llth  Bfio.,  ISth,  1755. 

T  spent  most  of  kst  week  witli  thy  dear  spouse, 
and  intend  to  set  out  this  intirimii;  to  inri  l  \nm  again.  He 
has  his  health,  and  looks  miu  h  lulU  r  than  he  used  to  do 
in  his  native  land,  notwithstanding  his  deep  labours,  in 
body  and  spirit,  which  are  great,  his  testimony  awakening 
and  powerful,  and  I  think  he  grows  in  the  root  and  solid 
substance.  His  company  is  particularly  acceptable,  to 
solid  friends,  at  thia  time  of  difficulty,  wherein  his  advice  has 
been  strengthening,  and  his  testimony  clear  and  weighty 
against  such  that  join  with  the  world  in  ^irit,  and  in  its 
carnal  reasonings ;  too  many  of  such  there  are,  that  hearken 
to  the  clamours  of  the  people,  and  are  dismayed  with  the 
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and  thanlffalneas,  say  they  are  faTouied  with  a  quiet  habi- 
tation. 

John  Pbmbbbton. 

SAjaUEL  i  OlllEltUiLL  TO  DOC'lOit  1- U  i  ilEKtilLL. 

FhUadelphia,  11th  Mo.,  24th,  17115. 

Thus  far  peace  hath  attended  my  sLupi  i  excellent 
glory  be  ascribed  to  its  Author !  Although  the  daily  opening 
through  the  spirit  of  discerning  the  state  of  the  meetings, 
families,  and  at  times  of  particular  persons,  hath  subjected 
to  pain  and  distress,  and  more  exercising  than  bodily 
fatigue,  yet  the  holy  spring  of  counsel  hath  issued  in  its 
pure  crystal  slicams;  which,  though  they  have  spread  wide 
and  freely  Howed,  have  not  left  the  channel  thmii^li  w  hich 
they  run  dry  and  sandy,  but  in  due  wise  propoiliuns  both 
cleansed  and  made  it  fruitful  in  inward  enlargement  of 
experience,  liow  to  tnist  the  sacred  fountain  for  fresh 
sujiplies,  improve  those  already  administered,  and  abide 
empty  until  the  appointed  lime  for  replenishin come. 

I  receivt'cl,  soon  after  I  arrived  here,  a  command  and 
promi<=!e  from  my  liord  and  Master,  that  1  should  make 
him  alone  my  confidant,  and  if  he  should  communicate  some 
pearls  for  my  own  use  and  treasure,  not  to  spread  them  to 
public  view,  but  return  them  into  his  treasury  undiminished. 
And  likewise  that  in  all  my  distraMing,  pinching  hours,  I 
should  to  him  alone  unbosom  my  pain,  and  spread  my 
hands  towards  his  holy  habitation;  and  upon  these  con- 
ditionSy  and  a  laitbM  discharge  of  duty  before  him,  he 
woold  fill  my  treasury,  and  that  with  the  riches  of  bis  own 
presence,  and  hear  in  the  day  of  trouble,  and  enable 
patioitly  to  possess  my  soul  in  the  invisible  prohations  of 
companionship  with  his  suffering  seed.  Thus  reserred  and 
concealed,  under  the  appearance  of  a  cheerfal,  quiet  counte- 
nance, I  have  been  helped  to  step  along  without  making 
complaint  to  any,  or  boasting  of  riches  not  my  own.  It  has 
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cfeated  no  confidante^  but  left  me  single  from  all,  and  by 
some,  perhaps,  considered  as  Toid  of  much  Imowledge  in 
mj  own  private  capacity^  and  by  others  as  an  unnecessarily 
reserved  and  uneommunicative  person. 

Bat  it  has  tended  to  my  peace  and  ease,  and  I  have  not 
wanted  bread  in  my  own  house  by  an  unnecessary  profusion 
of  it  to  such  as  perhaps  had  not  teeth  to  chew  it,  and  would 
have  been  hurt  by  it  if  they  had  attempted  to  swallow  it 

This  simple,  eternal  Truth,  soon  spoken  or  written,  but  of 
extent  inconceivable  to  tln^  carnal  mind,  I  have  found  my 
stay  and  comfort  —  That  God  is  good  to  the  upright,  sincere 
heart,  and  will  not  forsake  them,  let  their  attainments  be 
more  or  less  splendid,  or  their  stations  what  they  may  ;  he 
will  protect  in  summer's  heat  and  winter's  stonns,  and 
thougli  they  may  walk  upon  the  waves,  or  be  ready  to  sink 
in  them,  if  the  petition  be  in  good  earnest,  Help,  Lord,  or  I 
sink,  and  a  right  disposition  remain  to  lay  hold  of  the  out- 
stretched hand,  he  will,  of  his  great  mercy,  renew  as  of  old 
the  expressions,  It  is  T,  be  not  afraid.  My  heart  and  pen 
have  outrun  my  expectation,  in  thus  expressing  my  feelings, 
but  it  is  to  those  to  whom  I  am  allied  by  a  connexion  nearer 
and  stront!;er  than  nature,  who  may  perhaps  read  it  with 
those  emotions  of  friendship  and  sympathy  which  I  hope 
will  ever  furnish  salt  to  our  cniK  spondence. 

About  four  o'clock  lu  tlie  moniniLr,  on  the  18lh  instant,  this 
province  was  pretty  ^^enerally  alarmed  with  the  shock  of  an 
earthquake,  which  occasioned  great  consternation,  but  I  do 
not  hear  of  any  damage  that  ensued,  unless  the  breaking  of 
some  cbinaware  and  glasses.  I  was  then  at  Aaron  Ashbridge's 
homCy  and  being  in  some  pain  of  mind,  ray  sleep  was  taken 
from  mOf  and  thereby  I  was  enabled  to  observe  the  progress 
of  it  with  some  accuracy.  I  heard  no  noise  like  that  of  a 
rushing  wind,  which  was  heard  in  many  places,  but  a  gentle 
shaking  of  my  bed,  in  such  a  manner  as  convinced  me  what 
it  was,  which  continued  to  increase,  and  the  windows,  by 
the  increasing  trepidation  of  the  earth,  began  to  rattle ;  some 
china  upon  a  chest  of  drawers  was  moved  pretty  much. 
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as  I  coDjectared ;  it  gradnally  tocieased  for  one  mmute,  and 
opened  tbe  door  of  roy  chamber  by  drawing  the  bolt  of  the 
loch  out  of  the  staple. 

As  its  increase  was  gradual,  so  was  its  decrease,  and  of 
the  same  doratioD,  vis.,  about  one  minute ;  it  did  not  much 
exceed  in  all  two  minutes,  nor  was  it  any  less.  I  perceived 
the  shocks  of  two  eaiihquakes  in  England,  and  one  upon 
Lotig  Island,  in  9th  Month  last,  but  they  were  little  in 
comparison  of  this,  and  not  all  of  so  long  extent  of  time. 
Here  are  numbers,  as  in  England,  who,  in  order  to  take 
off  any  awiul  impressions  from  the  people,  immediately 
resolre  their  being  into  natiural  causes,  lest  the  Lord  of 
nature  should  be  rcnicinberrd  and  inquired  after.  True  it 
is,  he  hath  coaiaianded  the  subserviency  of  the  elements  to 
himself,  uiul  his  nK-rciful  regard  to  unworthy  mankind,  yet 
hath  he  them  in  readine5?s  to  execute  his  purposes  of  chas- 
tisement and  reproof.  I'hough  they  bear  a  part  in  the 
general  song  of  praise  to  the  author  of  their  being,  yet,  at 
times,  their  language  relative  to  mortals  is,  "  My  Father, 
shall  i  siiiitr  ihem?    Shall  1  sinite  them?" 

Very  distracted  is  the  ]-iresent  state  of  this  province: 
several  cruel  murders  have  been  committed  on  the  frontiers, 
and  sixteen  people  destroyed  about  the  9ih  instant,  w  iilmi 
less  than  ninety  null  s  of  this  city  ;  which  was  done  bv  a 
gang  of  banditti,  part  Indians,  with  some  Irish  among  them. 
I  was  at  the  place  about  five  weeks  ago,  but  do  not  under- 
stand any  Friends  are  hurt.  The  live  Indian  nations  wlio 
conquered  the  Delawares  sold  some  part  of  the  ancient 
inheritance  of  these  last  to  the  proprietors,  some  iew  years 
since,  alleging  the  right  of  sale  to  be  in  them  as  conquerors, 
and  the  goods  were  divided  amongst  the  five  nations,  prin- 
cipally,  to  the  discontent  of  the  Delawares,  who  still  judged 
themselves  justly  entitled  to  some  equivalent  for  their  land, 
which  either  the  inattention  of  the  proprietors  or  their  want 
of  information  induced  them  to  disregard;  and  it  is  pretty 
much  on  this  land,  and  land  fraudulently  obtained,  that  the 
barbarities  are  committed.  c  -c 
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SAMUEL  FOTHBBOILL  TO  HIS  WDB. 

Fhiladelphia»  llth  Mo.,  24tb,  1755. 

I  have,  since  my  last,  been  closely  engaged  in  a 
.  part  of  this  province  adjacent  to  this  city,  and  been  favoured 
with  the  renewing  of  blessed  help,  to  labour  in  many  large, 
and,  I  hope,  some  of  them  memorable  meetings,  though  in 
very  (hep,  distressing,  painful  service;  but  it  is  enough; 
and  llie  sum  of  my  desires,  the  Ebenezer  of  all  ages,  is 
near,  to  strengthen,  with  the  stretching  out  of  his  own 
glorious  arm,  to  enable  to  clear  his  own  name,  and  the 
heads  of  his  servants,  from  the  blood  of  the  people. 

On  the  18th  instant,  this  province  was  alarmed  by  a  severe 
shock  of  an  earthquake;  it  is  the  second  1  have  perceived 
in  less  than  three  months,  but  the  most  alarming  and  terrible 
I  have  felt  

It  fell  upon  me,  in  a  vast  coDgrcgalion,  last  night,  in  this 
city,  to  remind  the  inhabitants  of  this  awful  visitation,  with 
the  sword  now  destroying  upon  tlieir  borders.  The  subject 
was  awful ;  and  a  very  eminent  degree  of  holy  autliority 
and  wisdom  attended,  to  make  it,  I  believe,  lULinarably 
advantageous  to  some,  as  it  was  melting  to  many  hundreds 
present.  What  livingly  opened  was  5th  and  Gth  verses  of 
the  I9lh  Revelations.*  I  mention  it  with  reverent  praise 
to  the  ever  blessed  Fountain  of  sure  supply  and  help,  who, 
and  who,  alone  is  worthy  of  all  honour,  domimon,  and 
pre-eminence  for  ever. 

Great  is  the  perturbation  of  many,  and  plain  the  discorery 
now  made  of  the  unprofitable  profesrions  many  have  made 
of  religion,  in  tliia  time  of  damotir  and  mmour  of  war;  few 

*  And  a  voice  came  out  of  the  throne^  saying.  Praise  our  God, 
all  ye  his  servants,  and  ye  that  fear  him,  both  small  and  gicat 

And  I  heard  as  it  were  the  voioe  of  a  great  mDltitode,  and  as  the 
voice  of  many  wateis,  and  as  the  Toioe  of  mighty  tbunderings, 
saying;  AUdoia;  for  the  Lord  God  omnipotent  reignelh.  Sev. 
xix.,  5,  6. 
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know  where  to  have  racouree  for  a  lock  of  dofoace,  and  a 
safe  hiding.  Agitated  with  fear  and  honor,  they  feel  their 
want  of  a  good  foundation  in  this  time  of  need.  I  hope  it 
may  be  profitable  to  many  in  the  issoe,  thoogh»  for  the 
preaenty  it  is  painful  to  eneh  as  are  concerned  to  labour 
amongst  them.  The  feais  of  the  people  aie  not  groundless, 
nor  hath  any  occasion  been  gi^en  to  raise  them  to  such  a 
degree;  about  flerenty  Indians  have  been  known  together, 
who  have  bunied  sereral  houses,  and  scalped  some  people. 
But  I  meddle  not  with  these  proceedingei  thej  are  not  my 
province  or  business. 

I  remember  thee  and  dear  relations  afi^ectionately ;  and 
am  sensible  I  have  in  this  labour  the  union  and  sympathy 
of  many,  who  are  near  to  my  spirit  Dear  Sarah  Chorley 
has  a  place  in  my  near  regard.  I  have  often  remembered 
her  for  the  work's  sake,  which  the  Lord  hath  begun  and 
carried  on  in  her  mind,  and  would  and  wiU  perfect  it  as 
he  is  steadily  looked  to. 

S.  F. 

LYDIA  LANCASTER  TO  SUSANNA  F()TU£ROILL, 

Lancaster,  12th  Mo.,  ISth,  1755. 

Til}'  welfare  every  way  is  the  concern  of  my  mind, 
now  in  the  absence  of  tliv  Imsbanfl  more  parlicxilariy,  that 
thou  may  be  preserved  daily  in  that  which  above  all  things 
will  be  thy  wisdom,  strength,  comfort,  and  supj)ort,  botli  in 
spirituals  and  temporals.  I  6nd  great  need  of  it  myself, 
having  no  other  help  to  guide  and  instruct  me  in  the  proper 
way  of  my  duty,  that  I  may  make  straight  steps  in  my 
goings,  both  before  God  and  man ;  giving  no  occasion  of 
just  offence  to  any  who  may  watch  for  it;  as  there  are  many 
eyes  over  us  poor  preachers,  some  for  good  and  some  other- 
wise; but  truth  will  stand,  over  all  the  clamour  and  wrath 
of  man ;  nay,  the  devil,  nor  all  his  instrumentB  cannot  over- 
throw it;  the  foundation  stands  sure,  and  the  Lord  knows 
them  that  are  his,  and  will  plead  their  cauae  in  his  own 
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time  And  way.  Bnt  we  have  need  of  patience^  to  wait  that 
time;  it  maj  not  be  in  our  hastj  time,  for  our  judgment 
sometime  is  rasli;  but  his  is  sure,  and  lingereth  not  but  for 
some  good  end:  therefore,  let  us  ever  learn  to  submit  all, 
and  commit  our  cause  to  him  who  is  just  in  all  his  ways; 
let  him  freely  dwell  in  our  hearts,  sway  his  sceptre,  and  do 
his  will;  for  he  will  fight  the  battles  of  such,  I  do  not 
know  why  I  should  write  after  this  manner;  but  as  it  freely 
comes,  so  it  goes,  as  unto  a  bosom  friend,  who  is  no  stranger 
to  those  suffering  paths,  nor  to  that  Hand  of  power  which 
woifceth  deliverance ;  into  which  I  commit  thee,  with  my 
own  soul. 

LtBIA  LANCAflTSR. 


According  to  the  eloquent  testimony  given  forth  concern- 
ing Lydia  Lancaster,  and  which  was  written  by  her  intimate 
friend  Samuel  Fothcrgill,  she  was  the  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Dorothy  ilawlinsou,  of  Graithwaite,  in  TiancashirCj  both 
of  them  descended  from  honourable  fiimilies.  Tliey  were 
religiously  concerned  to  instruct  their  children  in  the  i'mUi, 
the  most  precious  of  all  blessings.  That  powerful  Ilnnd 
which  can  alone  give  the  increase,  mercifully  extended  au 
excellent  blessing  to  several  of  their  children,  and  particu 
larly  to  this  their  daughter;  and,  as  it  opened  the  heart  of 
Lydia  iu  former  time,  opened  hers  to  receive  the  heavenly 
message. 

About  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  she  had  a  sense  of  its 
being  the  will  of  Providence  to  engage  her  in  the  ministerial 
senrice,  under  which  concern  she  continued  about  ten  years, 
growing  in  wisdom  and  experience,  that  she  might  come 
forth  in  the  right  time,  endued  with  proper  qualifications. 
In  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  her  age  she  appeared  in  a 
living,  powerful  testimony,  and  grew  therein.  The  blessed 
author  of  all  spiritual  riches  having  abundantly  replenished 
her  with  the  treasures  of  his  kingdom,  she  soon  became  an 
able  dispenser  thereof  to  the  churches.   In  this  cause  she 
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visited  this  Dation  several  timesy  Iieland  and  Scotland  twice, 
also  the  contiDent  of  America. 

Her  ministij  was  living,  clear,  and  poweiiul;  her  open- 
ings into  the  mysteries  of  the  kingdom  deep  and  instractive, 
adapted  to  the  state  of  those  amongst  whom  she  laboured ; 
close,  and  with  authority  to  the  negligent  and  careless:  yet 
all  her  ministry  was  attended  with  a  degree  of  that  love 
and  tenderness  which  accompanied  her  Lord  and  Master, 
who    came  to  seek  and  to  save  that  which  was  lost" 

Great  was  her  growth  in  religious  experience,  even  to 
the  stability  of  salvation,  and  an  assurance  that  she  should 
be  preeerved  from  Ailing;  yet  accompanied  with  the  deepest 
humili^ ;  a  filial  love,  which  casts  out  servile  fear,  was  the 
covering  of  her  spirit,  and  rested  almost  constantly  upon 
her  for  several  months  before  her  removal. 

She  died  at  Lancaster,  the  80th  of  the  Ath  Month,  1701, 
aged  78,  and  a  minister  about  53  years. 

As  she  lived,  so  she  died,  in  great  favour  both  with  Ood 
and  man,  full  of  days  and  full  of  peace. 

SAMUEL  FOTHEROILL  TO  HIS  SISTER. 

Philadelphia,  12th  Mo.,  17th,  1755. 

As  thu  sure  mercies  of  our  Heavenly  Father  arc 
new  every  morning,  conveying  along  with  them  renewed 
obligations  to  awful  worship,  and  some  degree  of  holy  ability 
to  offer  it  to  him,  and  to  make  mention  of  his  loving  kind- 
ness, even  as  a  song  in  the  night,  so  the  tender  connexions 
of  nature,  the  stronger  cement  of  friendship,  and  a  good 
degree  of  the  deepest  alliance  in  spiritual  affinity,  as  a 
threefold  cord,  draw  into  a  communion  and  conversation 
which  I  hope  will  not  be  insipid  or  tedious.  The  affec- 
tionate, sympathizing  spirit  which  I  feel  to  run  through 
and  animate  thy  letters,  is  to  me  inexpressibly  pleasing. 
I  rejoice  that  I  have  a  very  affectionate  sister,  a  tender 
friend,  and  the  Heavenly  Husbandman  a  pleasant  plant, 
united  in  one  person.  And  oh,  that  he  who  has  done  abun- 
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dantl}'  more  for  us  than  vvc  could  ask  or  expect,  may,  on 
our  part,  be  so  reverently  followed  and  served,  tbat  we 
may  ever  know  him  near  —  to  prune,  cultivate,  water,  and 
replenish  to  greater  fruitfuluess,  and  a  happy  translation  at 
last  to  the  banks  of  that  river  which  proceeds  from  the 
throne  of  God  and  the  Lamb. 

Through  the  continuance  of  divine  helj),  I  am  sustained 
in  ability  to  travel;  my  bodily  health  generally  very  well, 
and  spiritually  according  to  the  wise  proportion  of  His 
wisdom,  who  sends  not  his  servants  on  an  embassy  at  their 
own  charge,  but  fumisheth  meat,  drink,  and  apparel  out  of 
his  inexhaustible  magazine;  even  such  provisions  as  are 
well  prepared,  and  such  apparel  as  wears  not  out,  but 
increaseth  in  lustre,  as  caieAilly  watched,  and  oflen  washed, 
until  ihej  acquire  a  meetness  to  appear  in  before  the  throne 
of  unmixed  Purity.  Oh  that  my  heart  might  ever  feel 
what  it  now  suggests,  through  all  the  crooked,  intricate 
mazes  of  this  wilderness  passage^  to  a  happy  resideDce 
bejond  danger. 

A  number  of  substantial  Friends  from  divers  parts  of  this 
piovince  having  appointed  a  meeting  for  conference  together, 
in  this  city,  and  requesting  my  meeting  them,  I  found  some 
engagement  of  mind  for  the  sernce.  Our  conference  con* 
tinned,  by  seTeral  adjournments,  until  last  evening.  The 
Friends  met  are  generatty  returned,  and  I  expected  to  go 
away  to»morrow,  but  feel  my  way  blocked  up,  and  an 
engagement  of  mind -to  remain  here,  though  I  see  not  for 
what  end;  but  as  I  am  often  led  in  ways  too  deep  for  my 
penetration,  I  acquiesce  in  quietness  and  resignation  of 
spirit 

A  general  visit  to  all  the  meetings  (which  I  have  almost 
perfected)  appears  not  to  be  the  whole  of  my  business  here; 
one  little  service  after  another,  and  not  in  the  character  of 
a  minister,  hath  given  me  some  true  ease ;  and  hope  to  be 
helped  to  such  a  degree  of  attention  to  the  great  Master's 
requirings,  as  to  know,  and  by  his  strength  perfonn,  his  will. 

S.  F. 
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SAMUEL  FOTUERGILL  TO  HIS  WIFE. 

Philadelphia,  ISth  Ho.»  17tb,  I7M. 

 Oh  that  our  residence  may  ever  be  in  iliat 

house  where  the  Feeder  dwells,  and  administers  wi«c  portions 
to  his  children,  even  bread  that  will  never  grow  mouldy, 
wine  that  is  well  reiined,  and  garments  that  never  wear  out, 
but  increase  in  beauty  and  lustre  the  more  they  are  worn, 
until  they  are  meet  to  appear  in,  even  in  the  presence  of 
unmixed  Purity,  and  terrible  Glory. 

Through  the  continuance  of  divine  favour,  I  am  still 
helped,  even  beyond  my  expcctatioo,  and  supported  to 
labour  every  way  to  true  ease,  though  very  close  and  painful 
service  falls  to  my  lot,  in  doctrine  and  discipline.  The  week 
before  last,  I  visited  all  the  monthly  meetings  in  a  neighbour- 
ing county.  We  met  at  ten  in  the  morning,  and  stayed  until 
five  in  the  evening,  without  breaking  np  or  refreshment,  for 
five  days  saccessively,  which  I  think  wore  me  more  than 
any  service  I  hare  bad  in  this  country ;  but  the  strong  Tower 
of  the  righteous  was  near,  and  supplied  with  inward  and 
outward  health. 

I  am  presenred  from  a  painful  hankering  after  home,  being 
stayed  in  my  present  service  from  a  sure  sense  of  duty,  and 
a  painful  exercise.  Hy  whole  heart  is  engaged  to  follow 
after  the  things  which  make  for  true  peace  to  myself,  the 
families  health,  and  the  renown  of  the  erer  worthy  Name, 
who  hath  preserved,  and  by  his  own  hand  sustained,  to 
look  towards  his  holy  temple^  in  many  trials,  and  hath  never 
failed.  Thou  knows  me  too  well  to  think  I  loiter  away 
time ;  thy  affectionate,  repeated  hints  are  tokens  of  a  near- 
ness which  nature  suggests  not^  and  an  united  spirit  with 
me  in  this  labour ;  and  mayst  thou  be  remembered  in  thy 
lonely  allotment  with  the  precious  dew  of  the  everlasting 
hills,  and  the  sweetness  of  that  peace  which  surpasses  the 
underetanding  of  man. 

As  my  spirit  is  bound  to  the  testimony  here,  I  dare  not 
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attempt  to  hiiU  much  about  the  time  of  my  ruturn  home.  I 
ho])e  to  return  when  I  ought,  and  to  come  sooner  would  not 
be  to  the  ease  or  couifbrt  of  cither  of  us. 

The  consternation  in  which  this  province  hath  been  thrown 
by  the  Indians  is  not  diminished.  The  Assembly  have  sold 
their  iestimoDy  as  Friends  to  the  people^s  fears,  and  not 
gone  far  enough  to  satisfy  them;  the  Indians  have  com- 
plained without  redress,  and  are  now  up  in  arms,  and  hare 
destroyed  many  people ;  there  were  the  bodies  of  two  men, 
whom  the  Indians  had  killed  and  scalped,  brought  down  in 
great  parade  to  this  city,  from  the  back  parts;  multitudes 
went  to  see  them,  and  seem  loudly  to  clamour  for  war.  The 
ancient  methods  of  dealing  with  the  Indians  upon  tbe  prin* 
ciples  of  equity  and  justice  seem  neglected,  the  sprit  of 
war  and  destruction  endeavouring  to  break  loose,  in  order  to 
reduce  ibis  pleasant,  populous  province  to  its  ancient  wilder- 
ness  condition. 

Few,  very  few  there  are,  to  stand  in  the  gap,  and  spread 
innocent  hands  towards  the  holy  sanctuary,  in  intercession 
for  the  people ;  too  many,  under  our  name,  and  even  amongst 
our  professed  chiefs,  unsound  in  the  faith,  having  lost 
tbeir  habitation  in  the  fold  of  rest,  are  looking  at,  and  calling 
for,  the  arm  of  flesh,  and  the  sword  to  defend  them. 

There  are^  nevertheless,  a  number  who  know  bow  to  pray, 
and  wbere  to  flee,  (rreat  is  the  opposition  of  spirit  the 
nunisiers  of  the  Gospel  of  Peace  must  meet  with,  and  the 
doctrine  of  dependance  upon  the  arm  of  the  Lord  is  an 
unknown  language  to  many;  this  makes  ii  very  hard  labour 
to  divers,  to  endeavour  to  awakuii  Lbc  people  to  cousidei 
their  ways. 

Wise,  luitlilul,  and  true  is  He  that  dwells  on  high,  and  wjll 
convince  all  people  that  he  rules  over  all  the  children  of 
men. 

S.  F. 
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SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  JOSEPH  PROUD.* 

Philadelphia,  12Ui  Mo.,  20th,  1755. 

I  have  been  deeply  engaged  in  spirit,  and  veiy 
cloeely  employed  in  labour,  almost  incessantly,  since  I  parted 
with  Aee,  and  so  closely  hath  my  mind  been  bound  to  the 
Testimony,  and  my  measure  of  labour  in  it,  as  to  prevent  my 
attention  to  much  else  but  the  labour  of  the  present  day. 
I  durst  not  allow  much  scattering  of  mind,  e?en  where  the 
ties  of  nature  were  sacred  and  nearest.  I  hope  this  may  be 
accepted  as  the  real  cause  of  so  long  a  silence ;  but  a  degree 
of  true  nearness  draws  my  attention  towards  thee,  thy  dear 
wife  and  children,  accompanied  with  an  earnest  desire  for 
your  preservation  and  sure  buildiof?  up  in  the  Truth  as  it  is 
in  Jesus,  and  that  your  care  might  be  increased  to  look 
loi^vai  d  beyond  all  settlements  in  profession,  and  the  tjuiward 
courts  of  the  temple,  to  that  durable  foundation  and  tried 
rock,  which  is  Jesus  Christ,  the  Lord  and  giver  of  light  and 
life.  Thereby  you  may  be  (pialificd  to  be  useful  in  your 
day  ;  and,  being  gathered  up  into  the  peace  and  rest  of 
Mouul  Zion,  may  say  to  your  children,  and  otiicrs,  by  a 
living  example,  "Come  hither,  I  will  show  thee  the  bride, 
the  Lamb's  wife."  Great  is  the  want  of  such  in  your,  as 
well  as  other  parts  of  this  land ;  yet  I  am  fully  satisfied  the 
Lord  of  salvation  has  arisen  in  sundry  places,  to  raise  ii]) 
their  weak  hands.  And  oh,  that  you  both  may  enou^li  icel 
after  tlic  li^  Iiil',  cloansinpr  stream,  which  would  more  evidently 
beautify,  and  malic  fruitful,  trees  his  own  right  hand  hath 
planted,  that  obstnictiDg  thiugs  might  be  more  and  more 
removed. 

Thus  the  Lord  of  the  plantation  wotikl  work  for  his  name's 
sake,  even  amongst  some  who  have  yet  had  little  Iruit  uj)on 
them,  more  and  more  abounding  in  inward  and  outward 
righteousness  to  the  Lord  and  bis  family,  and  lead  gradually 

^  A  relation,  son  of  John  Proud,  of  Newport. 
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to  a  holy  neetness  to  be  at  last  fixed  upon  the  banks  of  that 
firer  wbich  proceeds  from  the  tbrome  of  Qod  and  of  the 
Lamb. 

Thtif,  in  tnie  earoettnes*  of  spirit^  my  sool  Umgt  for  yon 
both,  that  the  eodaring  riches  of  the  Spirit  of  et  eriastmg 
lore  and  life  may  fill  yoor  treasniy ,  vtd  an  mciease  of  seal 
and  lore  towards  the  ftmily  may  be  known,  wherain»  I  am 
persnadedy  the  weight  and  burden  of  its  welfare  would  be 
more  felt,  and  a  concern  to  shew  younelvea  on  the  Lord's 
side^  in  heavenly  conreraatton,  and  in  a  steady  care  fi>r  the 
cleansing  of  the  camp,  lamentably  defiled  by  the  q>irit  of 
the  world  in  your  island.  And  although  a  sense  of  your 
own  weakness,  and  the  difficulty  of  the  labour,  may  at  times 
distressingly  prevail,  yet  the  alUsufficient  Supply  of  all 
would  show  himself  near,  and  endue  with  strength  to  labour 
to  some  help  in  general,  and  true  peace  in  your  own  indi- 
viduals. I  believe  good  is  towards  you,  your*s,  and  tbe 
Lord's  family ;  and  the  ancient  prophecy  seems  in  measure 
accomplishing,  ''Thuu  shalt  arise  and  have  mercy  upon 
**  Ziou,  for  the  lime  to  favour  hti,  yea,  the  set  Lime  is  come. 

For  thy  servants  take  pleasure  in  her  stones,  and  lavuur 
**  the  dust  thereof." 

Hay)py,  yea,  inexpressibly  happy,  will  be  the  portion  of 
the  truly  faiUiliil,  w  ho  devote  themselves  to  his  sen  icc  with 
upripht  hearts.  The  excuses  of  weakness  are  not  available, 
as  Llic  streiigth  of  tlie  mighty  arm  of  God  will  be  revealed  to 
tlie  humble  seekers,  who  never  said  to  Jacob,  Seek  my  face 
in  vain. 

And,  dear  children,  in  true  love,  much  desired  and  longed 
for,  may  your  spirits  be  awfully  bowed  to  seek  true  nches, 
which  are,  I  am  persuaded,  at  limes  oflcred  from  the  Lord 
to  your  acceptance,  and  can  alone  beautify  in  his  sight,  and 
in  your  own,  when  thie  veil  will  be  rent,  and  things  appear 
as  they  really  are.  A  gradual  progress  towards  Zion,  from 
tender  years  to  such  a  state  as  the  Almighty  may  allot,  is 
the  most  secure  and  uniform,  is  more  free  from  the  depths 
of  distress  and  anguish,  than  where  negligence  and  folly 
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have  attended  their  inconnderato  steps,  and  they  have  the 
sorrow  of  nnleaming,  and  the  lahonr  of  letnung,  m  more 
advanced  years.  Bemember  with  love  and  feai  the  God  of 
your  lives,  in  the  days  of  your  youth,  that  in  the  multitude 
of  his  meieies  he  may  remember  you,  and  through  his  mercy 
you  may  be  set  as  a  seal  on  his  arm. 

Assure  yourselves  of  a  large  share  of  true  regard  with  your 
affectionate  frieud  and  kinsman, 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  TIMOTHY  WAT£HUOUS£. 

Philadelphia,  12th  Mo.,  20th,  17d5. 

I  Imve  by  no  means  forgotten  thee,  thy  dear  Hannah, 
and  other  relations.  I  feel  all  the  tenderness  that  nature 
requires,  and  the  warmth  of  strong  desire  for  tliy  prosperity 
and  establishment  in  that  blessed  Truth,  into  which  tliy  feet 
liavc  been  measurably  turned;  and  oh  that  thou  mayest  ever 
remember,  it  is  the  followers  of  the  Lamb  that  shall  with  him 
be  victorious.  Many  have  known  the  arising  of  the  morning 
star  in  their  hearts,  and  by  the  brightness  theieof  have  been 
convinced,  and  in  a  degree  led  into  obedience  and  conformity, 
yet  for  want  of  steady  following  on  from  one  degree  of  faith 
and  obedience  to  another,  have  been  darkened  in  their  minds, 
and  weak  in  their  steps,  and  rather  by  some  crooked  by-path 
turned  back  to  Egy])tian  1}ondage,  than  advanced  forwards 
to  that  land  of  liberty,  the  glimpses  whereof  have  in  time 
past  been  so  procious,  that  they  have  accounted  all  other 
things  but  as  dross  and  of  no  value  in  comparison  with  it 

The  retaining  in  our  remembrance  the  joys  of  our  morning, 
and  what  was  once  done  for  us,  hath  prevailed  at  times  as 
principal  riches,  whereby  the  daily  sacrifice  hath  been 
neglected,  the  feeling  after  living  virtue  stifled,  and  religion 
gradually  left  the  heart,  the  poor  soul  contenting  itself  with 
notions  and  conclusions  it  once  saw  in  the  light  of  life, 
without  waiting  for  daily  renewings.  Thus  form  is  substituted 
instead  of  power;  the-head  enriched;  but,  alas!  the  soul  and 
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spiriL  retiirned  or  returning  to  their  coiiinion  centre,  heretofore 
in  a  good  degree  crucified  by  the  Holy  Tower,  regain  life 
and  strength,  and,  under  a  varied  form,  lead  into  alienation 
from  God. 

Unexpectedly,  and  unsought  for,  have  these  remarks  dropt 
from  my  pen,  under  a  good  degree  of  nearness  of  spirit  to 
the  Great  Councillor,  and  perhaps  not  void  of  instiuclion 
to  thee  in  thy  present  state ;  and  uii,  .^aiLh  my  soul,  that  tliy 
moniing  light  may  ever  remain  new  and  clear,  that  suffering, 
dii> tress,  and  troubles  on  thy  convincement,  may  not  be 
rendered  void  of  use,  and  laid  waste  by  the  unfaithfulness 
of  maturer  age.  Have  a  care  of  the  world,  and  its  spirit; 
its  friendships  are  enmity  with,  and  destructive,  of  that 
laiiib-ince,  iminccnt  life  which  inherits  all  lliinixs;  let  not 
thy  mind  be  encumbered  with  posts  or  places  in  the  govern- 
ment;  they  are  not  for  thee  :  stand  out  of  them  all,  in  the 
ranks  of  the  I.ord's  army  ;  and  thus,  1  am  persuaded,  the 
Lord  would  bless  thee,  and  others  through  thee.  But  if  this 
refining  hand,  and  chastity  of  mind,  be  not  rightly  sought 
after^  and  patiently  abode  under,  I  fear  tby  day  will  be 
overcast  with  clouds,  and  perhaps  scarce  strength  left  to 
withstand  even  evident  pollution. 

8.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTHEROILL  TO  JOHN  CHURCHMAN. 

At  Joshua  Pusejr*s,  12th  Mo.,.  17dd. 

It  is  no  small  ikvour^  amongst  many  others,  to  me, 
in  my  pilgrimage  through  this  land,  that  I  feel  the  invisible 
cord  which  binds  up  the  bundle  of  spikenani,  and  find 
myself  at  times  within  it,  though  a  favour  not  at  all  times 
attainable  by  me.  I  am  often  scattered,  and  in  an  anxious 
solicitude,  whether  I  am  meet  for  such  a  fellowship ;  and 
this  is  well,  in  bringing  moie  dose  search  after  the  cause 
of  obstiuction;  which  my  soul  desires  may  be  removed  by 
the  spirit  of  judgment  and  of  burning.  I  have  r^oiced  at 
times  in  the  sense  of  this  fellowship,  in  which  I  have 
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desired  my  lot  miglit  be  cast  for  erer;  and  though  many 
bitter  and  tiDpalatable  fraits  grow  in  this  land,  yet  there 
is  a  garden  which  produces  apples  of  gold,  and  our  Master 
has  set  a  slip  of  this  tree  at  Nottingham.  May  his  dew 
rest  upon  its  branches,  and  former  and  latter  rain  render 
it  ever  fruititil,  and  its  branches  spread  over  all  opposing 
things,  and  poor  I  laboured  now  and  then  inth  a  diflh  of  its 
fintit. 

This  friendship  thou  hast  Touchsafed  to  admit  me  to  has 
done  me  good,  and  I  hope  will  continue  beneficial,  in  exciting 
to  diligence  to  be  what  I  know  thou  wishes  for  me;  and  in 
the  progression  of  that  regard,  let  thy  hnife  as  well  as  thy 
cruse  of  oil  be  upon  me. 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOIHEKGLLL  TO  MARY  PEMfiERTON. 

Wilmington,  Ist  Mo.,  13th,  1756. 

Thou  hast  been  so  much  the  companion  of  my 
Ihouphls  since  I  saw  thee,  that  I  can  hardly  1  i  bear  telling 
tlicc  so,  though  I  have  little  else  at  prebent  before  me  to 
comrauiiicale ;  only  this  I  ni  ly  say,  my  spirit  is,  and  hath 
been,  frequently  touched  with  near  sympathy  with  thee, 
and  strong  desires  for  thy  succour  in  the  various  exercises 
of  thy  pilgrimage ;  for  I  believe  thee  secretly  and  strongly 
affected  by  ihem,  though  outwardly  favoured  with  many 
agreeable  enjoyments  of  life. 

And,  indeed,  unspeakably  wise  is  the  conduct  of  our 
Heavenly  Father  towards  his  children,  though  we  may  at 
times  injudiciously  repine  when  some  of  his  choicest  bless- 
ings are  handed  out,  under  the  form  of  adversity.  He 
knows  our  frame;  past,  present,  and  to  come  are  one  in 
his  view,  and  his  wisdom  directs  their  several  contingencies 
to  our  profit  Afflictions,  when  they  arise  firom  real,  allow- 
able causes,  are  at  times  made  useful,  in  renewing  diligent 
labour  after  sacred  relief;  and  truly  profitable  iuquiiies,  Is 
there  not  a  cause?  have  often  issued  in  such  discoveries 
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as  could  scarce  have  been  expected^  nor  would  baire  been 
received,  in  any  other  school. 

Here  is  Uir  faith  and  patience  of  the  saints  exercised, 
and  rewarded  in  His  time  and  way,  who  slnmbereth  not  in 
the  darkest  night  of  probation,  but  Immannel  ia  his  holy 
attribnte  for  erer. 

My  spirit  strongly  begs  every  dispensation  of  oor  Hea- 
venly Fathei's  good  pleasure  may  be  effectually  blessed,  in 
oor  obedience,  to  our  help ;  and  I  am  abundantly  satisfied 
his  hand  is  towards  thee  far  good;  and  comfortable  hope 
arises  in  my  heart,  thy  day  is  near  to  break  forth  more 
pleasantly;  and  the  cloud  which  may  perhaps  have  been  on 
thy  tabernacle  will  be  taken  up,  as  a  signal  for  thy  progress. 

S.  R 

ISRAEL  PEMBEKiU^  TO  SUSANNA  FO  ltiERGlLL. 

Fhiladeipfaia,  1st  Mo.,  15th,  1756. 

The  benefit  and  satisfaction  I  have  enjoyed  from 
the  conversation  and  friendship  of  thy  valuable  luisband, 
have  interested  me  in  those  near  friends  whom  be  hath  left 
behind. 

I  feel  assured  of  thy  partaking  sensibly  of  that  rc\\  arJ 
which  Infinite  Wisdom  and  Goodness  graciously  atl'ords  to 
such  who  deny  themselves  of  the  most  ]irecious  enjoyments, 
in  the  discharge  of  those  duties  enjoined  by  the  wise  dis- 
pensations of  his  providence^  for  the  benciit  of  their  fellow 
mortals. 

The  many  exceUent  qualifications  thy  dear  spouse  is 
favoured  with,  being,  with  a  steady  devotion  of  heart, 
employed  in  the  cause  and  service  of  the  bounteous  author 
of  them,  are  so  signally  rendered  serriceable  to  U8|  in  these 
parts  of  the  world,  by  the  renewed  supplies  of  divine  instruc- 
tion and  strength,  daily  extended  to  him,  that  many  have 
cause  reverently  to  acknowledge  the  condescension  of  divine 
regard,  in  sending  him  among  us  in  a  time  of  great  difficulty. 
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when  ewerj  help,  mediate  tnd  immediate,  is  necessaiy :  aad 
I  hope  in  due  time,  when  bis  service  here  is  over,  the  pros- 
pect of  which  does  not  yet  seem  near  in  view,  he  will  he 
safely  restored  to  thee,  ML  of  the  most  perfect  tranquillity, 
peace,  and  tnxe  joy,  to  your  mutual  consolation. 

ISBABL  FfiMBERTON. 

SAMUEL  FOTliEKtilLL  iU  HIS  WIFE. 

East  Nottingham,  PennsyWania,  1st  Mo.,  19th,  1756. 

Though  T  liave  nothing  to  boast  of,  as  signal  fruits 
of  my  close  labour  to  others;,  yet  the  peaceable  fniit*!  of 
honest  obedience  arc  in  abundant  compensation,  and  Ry)ri  ad 
a  table  in  the  desert,  at  times,  that  is  more  worth  than  that 
the  devils  are  cast  out,  and  that  I  tread  on  serpents;  the 
sweet  evidence  of  a  name  in  the  Lamb^s  book  of  life,  is 
the  sum  and  substance  of  all.  I  mention  it  with  reverence; 
not  as  though  I  had  already  fuUy  apprehended,  but  as  a 
mark  which  is  to  be  arrived  at  by  faith  and  obedience. 
Oh  that  it  may  ever  be  the  chief  object  of  our  ondeavours, 
with  united  diligence  and  care,  that  we  may  go  up  hand 
in  hand  to  Mount  Zion,  the  Hearenly  Jerusalem,  where 
those  who  overcome  inherit  all  things. 

And  although  painfiil  baptisms,  and  times  of  great  inward 
distress,  continue  at  times  my  lot,  yet  I  am  helped  to  be 
comfortably  easy  and  resigned,  being  sensible  they  aie 
necessary  for  my  own  cleandng,  and  right  qualification  to 
minister  to  others  in  their  Tsiious  states,  and  suitable 
ballast  for  those  times  of  more  sensible  manifestations  of 
the  Holy  Countenance ;  for  such,  even  to  a  glorious  degree, 
are  at  times  Touchsafed,  but  they  are  the  festiral  days  of 
Zion,  and  only  come  in  the  wise  appointment  of  the  long 
and  ruler  of  that  heavenly  city. 

I  know  thy  heart  is  as  mine,  and  thy  desires  strong  that 
my  return  may  be  in  true  peace,  and  hope  we  shall  both  be 
preserved  from  repining  at  the  disposal  of  that  Hand  from 
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whence  a  miiltitade  of  unmerited  mercies  have  pToceeded. 
The  pment  state  of  this  province  is  Tery  distressing;  the 
Indians,  reiy  cruel  and  bloodj,  destroying  men,  women, 
and  children,  and  burning  their  houses ;  which  hath  occa- 
sioned great  trouble^  and  raised  the  damour  of  the  people 
against  Friends,  who  dare  not  resist  violence  with  violence. 
Yet  too  few  lay  it  properly  to  heart  and  learn  righteousness. 
A  choice  seed  there  is,  who  spread  innocent,  interceding 
hands  towards  the  holy  temple,  with  which  my  very  soul  is 
united,  and  that  seems  likely  to  detain  me  longer  amongst 
them  than  otherwise  I  might  be. 

The  ingratitude  of  many  to  a  merciful  benefactor,  their 
worldly-mindedness  and  forgetfulness  of  the  Lord  God  of 
their  fathers,  is  cause  of  awftil  alarm  iirom  him  who  justly 
challcugeth  the  love  and  obedience  of  all  flesh,  and  will  get 
himself  a  name  in  the  earth,  in  mercy  or  judgment,  and  be 
heard  by  all  ilesh.  Oh  that  this  people  were  wi&e,  and  knew 
this. 

The  asi>cmbly  here  have  passed  a  law  imposing  a  lax 
upon  thu  inhabitants  of  this  ^jiovince  :  and  as  a  great  part 
of  the  money  is  to  be  laid  out  for  military  purposes,  many 
solid  Friends  cannot  pay  it,  which  is  likely  to  bring  such  a 
breach  and  div  ision  as  never  happened  amongst  us  since  we 
were  a  people ;  may  it  be  finally  conducive  to  the  glorv  of 
the  ever  worthy  Name,  if  it  issue  in  the  winnowing  of  the 
people. 

I  still  continue  very  healthy  for  the  most  part,  though  I 
have  travelled  and  spent  myself  as  much  as  most,  having 
travelled  7,000  miles  in  this  country.  The  winter  proving 
favourable,  thus  far  I  have  not  been  willinu^  to  lie  by, 
but  intend  tw  o  days  entire  rest  here,  which  is  more  than  I 
have  had  at  one  Lime  for  some  mouths. 

S.  F. 
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LYDIA  LANCAS1£K  TO  SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL. 

Lancaster,  2d  Mo.,  lOtb,  1756. 

In  the  imre  fellowship  of  the  gospel  of  peace,  my 
soul  nearly  salutes  ihcc ;  having  thee  daily  in  renu  mb ranee, 
and,  according  to  tiiy  measure,  travailing  in  spirit  and 
sympathizing:  with  thee  m  thy  painful  and  laborious  service, 
and  under  iliy  many  heavy  biirdens,  which,  though  great, 
will,  I  doulil  iHtt,  be  sweetened  to  thee,  and  beneficial  to 
many.  I  pray  in  my  soul  thou  may  not  faint  in  thy  mind, 
nor  be  weary  iii  well  doing  thy  duty,  according  to  divine 
manifestation;  for  whether  the  people  \\\\\  all  bear  or 
forbear,  thou,  and  all  the  faithful,  shall  reap,  in  due  time, 
not  sonow  and  perplexity,  but  glory,  honour,  and  peace. 

O,  my  truly  beloved  friend,  whom  the  p^eat  Lord  of  the 
banrest  hath  sent,  as  a  cloud  full  of  rain,  into  that  wilderness 
country,  I  beg  thou  may  be  enabled  every  way  to  quit 
thyself  fully,  by  discharging  thy  trust  honestly,  that  when 
it  is  thy  time  to  retnm,  it  may  be  with  pure  clearness,  and 
lasting  comfort;  yea,  and  1  believe  it  will  be  so.  I  am 
extremely  obliged  to  thee  for  writing  so  plain,  free,  and 
informing  a  letter  as  thy  last  to  me  was ;  indeed  I  prize  it 
much.  I  now  send  thee  a  renewed  token  of  that  love  which 
neither  time  nor  distance  can  diminish ;  for  I  feel  the  length 
and  strength  of  it  to  increase,  and  rejoice  in  my  heart,  with 
a  spring  of  praises,  to  the  Fountain  and  Author  of  our 
mercies,  whose  presence  attends  his  depending  children 
all  the  world  over,  under  their  various  afflictions  and  trials. 
Great  cause  have  we  humbly  to  trust  in  him,  in  a  daily, 
patient  waiting  upon  him  to  know  his  pure  will ;  and  such 
have  cause  many  tiroes  to  rejoice  in  his  salvation. 

As  to  the  state  of  affairs  in  America,  I  do  not  think 
myself  a  proper  judge;  but  think  oar  people  had  better 
have  quitted  their  places  in  the  assembly,  as  the  world 
is  circumstanced.  They  are  in  a  strait  and  very  difficult 
station :  I  see  not  how  Friends  can  faithfully  bear  up  the 
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ancient  testimony,  without  being  loudly  cried  against ; 
wherefore,  if  they  could  be  free  to  resign  and  live  in  peace 
and  quieiDcsSj  minding  tlicir  own  business  as  Friends  do 
everywhere  else,  seems  tu  uic  uiusL  MLrrtnable;  as  I  wrote 
to  thee  once  before,  so  shall  leave  it;  and  let  thee  kiiuvv  1 
had  a  late  letter  from  Edmund  Peckover,  giving  account 
of  an  extraordiuai y  vii^iLatiou  from  on  high,  extended  to 
the  people  at  Norwich.  In  two  years  time  arc  come  forth 
iu  public  testimony  to  the  number  of  ten,  all  well  approved; 
among  whom  is  E.  G.  from  a  state  of  mind  far  lioui  agree- 
able, is  reduced  to  the  greatest  humility,  and  as  a  weaned 
child,  is  in  much  self-abasement  and  abhorrence.  lie 
appears  in  their  great  meelings,  to  the  satisfaction  and  joy  of 
Friends,  and  agreeable  suqirisc  of  every  body;  and  that 
there  is  such  an  open  door  of  convincement,  that  he  thinks 
it  may  be  said  there  are  almost  daily  some  added  to  the 
faith. 

As  to  the  times  outwardly,  things  look  very  threatening, 
and  I  expect  a  war  with  the  French  this  ensuing  spring 
and  summer.  May  it  please  the  King  of  kings  to  defend 
and  protect  us  by  his  almighty  power,  as  I  have  reason  to 
hope  he  will,  (all  those  who  are  really  his,)  yet  I  believe 
it  will  be  a  time  o(  such  calamity  as  this  cor  native  land 
never  knew ;  and  yet  tb^  is  a  secret  hope  in  me  that  it 
will  all  work  together  for  good^  to  those  who  truly  love  God^ 
and  labour  for  Zion^s  prosperity,  and  the  enlargement  of  her 
borders.  There  is  a  tender  visitation  to  many  of  tbe  yonth 
in  this  nation ;  and  I  beliere  tbe  time  that  is  approacMng 
will  sbakOy  sift,  and  loosen  the  worldlings  from  tbeir  too 
eager  pursuit  and  lo?e  of  what  will  be  found  in  a  tottering 
condition;  that  they  must  either  £uten  close  to  the  ancient 
foundation,  or  else  fall ;  nay,  I  hope  many  will  be  awakened 
lo  rigfatemtsnesBy  and  bave  more  room  for  ttMf^am  ccmsider* 
ation  than  heretofore ;  for  it  hath  long  been  a  dull,  drowsy 
time,  and  little  more  witnessed  than  tbe  name  of  religion ; 
but  the  great  God  is  jealous  of  his  honour  and  will  not  be 
mocked.  Deep  and  ponderous  have  the  meditations  of  my 
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heart  been  for  moTiths  past,  and  much  salisfaction  from  the 
Lord  has  been  mel  wiili. 

I  now  conclude,  with  a  heart  more  furnished  with  crystal 
streams  of  love  and  pure  prayers  than  pen  and  language  can 
set  forth;  wherein  I  remain  thy  true  and  faitliful  friend, 
sister,  and  companion  in  the  sufferings  of  Jesus,  and  joy 
of  our  Lord  according  to  mj  measure, 

Lyoia  Lancastkh. 

SABIUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  COMFORT  HOAO, 
(AFT£KWA]IDS  COMFORT  COLUM&*} 

New  York,  2nd  Mo.,  12th,  1766. 

In  a  degiee  of  that  lore  wherewith  our  Heavenljr 
Father  hath  loved  us,  and  sought  us  out  when  our  feet  were 
turned  from  the  paths  of  peace,  I  affectionately  salute  thee; 

*  This  Friend  resided  in  New  Enj^lund,  and  attained  to  a  sjreat 
age.  The  followinfi;  account  of  her  is  taken  from  a  letter  wntleu 
in  8lh  Month,  1812,  by  Matthew  Franklin:  —  We  called  to  see 
Comfort  ColUns,  aged  1 1 1  yean»  and  eigiit  months.  A  more 
Interesting  and  precious  opportunity  I  never  remember.  All  her 
focohieei  have  in  a  measure  fled,  save  her  religious  srasit^ity :  she 
has  no  son  of  reooUecticMi  that  she  ever  had  either  husband  or 
cbildreUj  or  houses,  or  lands,  nor  of  her  nearest  friends  even  when 
named;  yet  her  sense  of  divine  good,  and  the  religious  fervour 
of  her  mind,  are  unabated* 

"  We  stayed  about  an  hour,  the  whole  of  which  time  she  was 
engaged  in  praising  her  Maker,  in  eiborting  ns  to  love  the  Lord, 
and  to  ky  up  tieasuie  in  the  heavens ;  sevenl  times  saying,  *  One 
hour  in  his  presence  is  better  than  a  thousand  elsewhere :  I  know 
it,  finends,  I  know  it  from  ezpeiieBee,\and  then  her  voice  would 
seem  to  die  away  in  a  kind  of  melody ;  and  after  being  stiU  a  few 
moments,  she  would  again  lift  up  her  voice  with  much  sweetness 
in  praising  the  Lord,  and  advising  us  to  love  and  fear  him  ;  and 
looking  round  upon  us  said,  'I  love  you,  dear  friends,  though 
you  are  strangers  to  me ;  finr  I  love  them  thai  love  the  Lord,  blessed 
be  his  name  ! ' 

"  The  whole  company  were  in  tears  whilst  we  stayed.  The 
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eanesdy  desiring  thy  preterration  and  establishmeDt,  that 
neither  heights  nor  depths  may  remove  thee  from  the  safe 
abiding  of  the  faithful.  Varioos  are  the  trials,  and  manifold 
the  afflictions,  a  remnant  have  to  pass  through  in  their 
journey  towards  Zion;  some  more  manifest  than  others; 
some  within,  some  without,  and  some  both.  But  here  is 
the  faith  and  patience  of  the  saints,  that  nothing  may  move 
them  from  th^  trust;  and  these  present  afflictions  may 
worh  for  us  a  more  exceeding  weight  of  glory.  Large, 
bath  been  thy  share  in  probations  and  trouble ;  byt  He  who 
led  Israel  through  Jordan,  and  commanded  her  waters  to 
stand  as  walls  on  each  hand,  hath  an  everlasting  name  in 
his  family*  and  will  be  his  poor  children's  guide  through 
Jordan's  waves  and  depths,  and  establish  on  the  finn  land 
of  salvation,  as  humbly  followed  and  trusted  in ;  and  when 
their  hearts  may  be  overwhelmed,  will  lead  to  a  rock  which 
is  higher  than  they.  It  behoves  us,  dear  friend,  in  order 
to  share  so  great  salvation,  to  be  obedient  children  of  our 
Heavenly  Father,  to  wait  for  his  counsel,  and  the  renewing 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  to  purge  and  redeem,  that  we  may  have 
a  claim  as  cliildrcn  to  the  Father's  promise,  "  I  will  never 
leave  thee  nor  forsake  thee.** 

With  respect  to  myself,  I  am  mercifully  ^^usiained  in 
health  and  al)ilit3'to  proceed  with  diligence  in  the  Heavenly 
^raster's  cniployment.  I  thoroughly  visited  Chester  county; 
pcilormed  a  second  visit,  to  my  great  satisfaction,  to  the 
western  shore  of  Maryland,  and  through  the  Jerseys,  to  this 
city.  I  stand  ready  to  go  any  where  tliat  truth  leads  and 
light  shines;  but  think  I  am  near  clear  of  this  land;  and 
have  this  evidence,  —  I  have,  in  my  measure,  laboured  faith- 
fully. I  have  seldom  known  a  greater  share  of  the  word  of 
life  than  hath  attended  in  this  journey  from  Philadelphia 

remembrance  of  this  season  is  not  olT  my  mind  ;  nor,  I  hope,  ever 
will  be,  while  memory  remains ;  for  I  think  that  slie  and  Mary 
Griifin  are  two  most  memorable  instances  of  the  reality  and  recti> 
tude  of  the  principles  of  spiritoal  light  and  life.*' 
The  time  of  her  deceate  has  not  been  ascertained. 
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hither,  whieh  hath  been  about  three  weeks;  nor  more  frequent 
acardty  of  bread  out  of  ineetiDgs,  so  that  I  have  been 
ready  to  say,  notwithstanding  all  my  labours,  "  I  am  east 
out  of  thy  sight,  oh  Lord,  and  in  sorrow  sought  my  beloved, 
and  for  times  could  not  find  him.''  But  I  believe  his  pitying 
eye  and  gracious  car  are  open  for  good  towards  Zion's  dust, 
and  his  arm  invisibly  near  when  our  heads  are  overwhelmed 
by  the  waters  of  biUciness.  My  dear  love  in  the  unchange- 
able covenant  of  life  salutes  Ihc  living  amongst  Friends 
thereaway.  May  the  mighty  God  of  Jacob  preserve  in 
holy,  humble  waiting,  and  sustain  to  his  own  praise,  and 
keep  in  his  own  meekness,  wisdom,  and  purity,  that  in  days 
of  mourning  and  lamentation  lor  the  slain  and  dying,  this 
land  may  have  to  spread  innocent  hands  towards  the  holy 
throne,  that  he  may  spare  liis  peo])le,  and  that  they  may 
never  be  a  prey  to  the  Gentiles,  neither  inwardly  nor  out- 
wardly.   So  be  it,  O  T.ord  God  ! 

1  am,  with  the  salutation  of  true  love,  thy  friend  and 
brother  in  the  faith,  patience,  tribulation,  and  victory  of  the 
gospel, 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTHEROILL  TO  DOCTOR  FOTHEROILL. 

Philadelphia,  2nd  Mo.,  20th,  1756. 

Although  a  variety  of  painful  exercising  steps  are 
in  the  way  of  my  duty  and  labour,  yet  all-sufficieDcy  is  one 
of  the  attributes  of  our  Heavenly  Father;  and  each  of  them 
is  very  deeply  significant  It  is  and  has  been  cause  of 
profitable  humbling  to  my  soul,  that  sure  mercy  has  so 
signally  attended  every  way;  I  know  it  is  for  his  own 
name's  sake,  and  his  people's  sake;  and  may  the  praise  and 
reverence  due,  for  ever  arise  to  him  alone^  undiminished 
from  me,  for  I  am  not  worthy  of  his  so  great  condescension. 
Neither,  indeed,  are  the  professors  of  his  pure  truth ;  and 
that,  I  hope,  some  of  them  are  awakened  profitably  to 
consider,  and  have  thmr  hearts  stirred  up  to  apply  for  help 
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to  more  fruitfaliiefi8  aod  diligent  care  after  true  support, 
though  of  too  many  mj  hope  is  low.  I  well  know  the 
Mored  ear  is  not  heavy,  but  where  no  sound  or  voice  of 
sapplicatioii  is  uttered,  it  is  uot  within  the  limits  of  Omui- 
potence  to  hear. 

Oh  that  we,  who  have  tasted  that  He  is  good,  may  never 
forget  him,  nor  allow  our  palate  to  be  vitiated  by  that  which 
our  present  and  future  experience  will  evince  is  not  bread; 
the  artificial,  imaginary  dainties  of  this  world's  riches, 
honours,  and  friendship,  have  too  often  been  an  ensnaring 
banquet,  to  which  even  some  of  Zion's  sons  have  sat  down, 
tasted,  and  forgot  their  proper  aliment  Bnt  this  thou 
knows;  and  may  thou  ever  be  guarded,  in  the  proper 
exercise  of  thy  senses,  and  thereby  preserved  healthy,  and 
strong,  and  meet  ibr  that  service,  which  is  of  infinite  impor- 
tance and  everlasting  duration. 

I  wrote  to  thee  from  West^river,  in  Maryland.  I  finished 
my  second  visit  to  that  shore,  and  was  enabled  to  leave  it 
with  great  peace,  obtained  through  painful,  faithful  labour. 
I  returned  to  the  Quarterly  Meeting  at  Concord,  for  Chester 
county,  havinp  iravclled  very  hard ;  and  was  enabled, 
through  merciful  help,  to  clear  myself  of  llial  part  of  the 
province  to  great  satisfaction;  the  name  of  the  Lord  was 
gloriously  high  amongst  us,  to  the  melting  many  of  our 
spirits  as  into  one  heavenly  lump.  T  eame  here  on  the 
11th,  and  have  not  been  a  day  unemployed;  and  have  been 
favoured  with  some  truly  good  meetings  in  this  city. 

The  circumstances  of  tins  province  still  coiitiuue  fluctu- 
otinf^  and  unpleasant.  Many  thousand  pounds  of  the 
provmce's  money  have,  by  the  Assembly's  committee,  been 
laid  out  in  erecting  forts  upon  the  frontiers,  and  placmg 
men  in  them ;  a  step  as  prudent,  and  likely  to  be  attended 
with  as  much  success,  as  an  attempt  to  hedge  out  birds  or 
the  deer.  The  neighbourhoods,  of  those  forts  have  been, 
since  their  being  erected,  the  scenes  of  the  greatest  barbarity ; 
in  contempt  and  mockery  of  the  attempt,  eleven  people 
being  destroyed  a  few  days  ago  within  a  mile  of  one  of  their 
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forts.  Fresh  matter  of  contest  hath  pieaeoted  between  the 
Assembly  and  the  Govenior.  The  recruiting  officers  hatnng 
enlisted  the  serrants  of  the  inhabitants,  they  have  many  of 
them  no  means  of  following  their  several  employments ;  a 
great  number  will  be  ruined,  and  a  greater  still  exceedingly 
prejudiced;  the  Assembly  have  addressed  the  Governor 
respectfully,  but  received  an  evasive  answer.  I  so  fully 
concuired  with  thy  sentiments  before  thou  imparted  them, 
about  the  pointed  style  of  the  Assembly's  reply  to  the 
Governor,  as  to  improve  every  opportunity  I  could  meet 
with,  to  impress  the  necessity  of  decency  and  due  respect 
upon  such  of  the  Assembly  as  I  could  propose  to  myself 
to  be  likely  to  have  any  influence  upon,  with  the  manifest 
inconsistency  of  every  inflaming  step,  with  their  interest,  and 
with  their  religious  profession.  I  found  many  pained  about 
it,  and  sensible  it  is  wrong.  It  is  altogellier  imputed  to  B. 
Franklin,  their  principal  penman;  who,  I  have  somflinics 
thought,  intended  to  render  the  Assembly  contemptible,  nud 
subject  our  religious  society  to  the  impuLallon  of  want  of 
respect  to  authority,  as  a  factious  sort  of  people ;  and  1  fear 
he  lias  gained  his  point.  But  as  the  uneasiness  of  tlie  minds 
of  many  in  the  Assembly  \\  illi  such  language  increases,  I 
believe  they  will  for  the  future  be  more  guarded. 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTHER6ILL  TO  MARY  JORDAN.* 

Upper  Springfield,  3d  Mo.,  dtb,  1756. 

If  I  have  tiot,  when  personally  conversant  with 
thee,  given  thee  proo&  of  a  real  affectionate  sympathy  in 

«  She  wss  the  daughter  of  Mary  Pemberton,  and  her  Ibimer 
hudisad,  Robert  Jordan.  Her  mother,  hi  an  affecting  account 
which  she  wrote  ccmoeraing  her,  says, — *'  She  was  one  whom  tbe 
Lord  had  favoured  with  a  good  natuml  capacity,  and  having  his 
holy  fear  implanted  in  her  heart,  she  ibund  it  to  be  trae  wladom ; 
her  deportment  was  grave  and  solid;  her  words  were  few  and 
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tby  present  afflictiDg  circumBlanceSy  thou  ma,yeti  be  assoFed 
it  bag  not  been  the  effect  of  disregard,  or  occasioned  by  tbe 
want  of  that  sensibility  of  others*  disfaress  which  nature  and 
principle  have  deeply  fixed  in  my  mind. 

A  continued  chain  of  important  reflections  relative  to  the 
whole,  may  have  often  diverted  my  attention  from  parti- 
culars, though  not  from  thee ;  and,  indeed,  I  have  found  it 
expedient,  as  much  as  I  could,  to  avoid  much  dissipation 
of  mind,  that  I  might  stand  more  collected  for  the  labour 
of  the  day. 

But  I  have  ever  desired  the  favour  of  a  mind  susceptible 
of  others*  distress;  and  chosen  from  the  school  of  afflktion 
to  receive  the  tongue  of  the  learned  therein,  to  speak  a 
word  in  due  season  to  the  weary  and  pained.  That  afflic- 
tions of  body  or  mind  are  not  joyous,  for  the  present,  to 
liciLuic,  is  a  truth  abuiulantlv  confessed,  vet  that  thev  are 
often  sanctified  to  work  a  more  exceeding  wcisrht  of  glory, 
hatli  been  fulfilkd  lu  ihe  happy  experience  of  nuiUitiides. 

The  afflictions  incident  to  these  tabcniacles  of  clay  have 
often  a  painful  efrect  upon  the  mind,  the  weight  of  them 
sometimes  raises  distressing  reflections,  and  prevents  our 
attention  to  the  sole,  suitable  relief;  and  when  the  Lord  of 
our  life  intends  wise  instruction,  disquietude  and  secret 
repining  induces  the  desponding  mind  v*  increase  its  pertur- 
bation, by  a  fear  that  we  are  cast  out  of  tiic  noliLO  of  the 
Heavenly  Father,  forsaken  of  God,  nnd  therefore  afflicted. 

Hereby  we  are  prompted  to  wrest  the  inscriptions  Heaven 
has  written  upon  all  his  messengers,  whether  sickness  or 
health,  sorrow  or  joy,  and  are  in  danger  of  defeating  the 
end  of  their  being  sent.  What  more  particularly  endangers 
our  misconstniction  of  llie  message  of  sickness  and  distress, 
is  its  being  sent  in  the  time  of  sprightly,  blooming  youth, 

savour}*,  manifesting  a  lively  s^ense  of  religion,  even  from  her  very 
young  years.''  Her  illness  was  lingerinq-.  tlirou'^b  which  she  was 
preserved  in  great  patience,  and  uttered  mauy  tender  and  affecting 
expressions.  She  died  on  the  2 1st  of  10th  Month,  1759,  in  the 
twentieth  year  of  her  age. 
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when  the  gayer,  easier  scenes  are  most  likely,  and  more 
eligible ;  advaiiced  years  submit  to  it  of  course,  but  youth 
by  force.  The  language  of  llezekiah  upon  such  an  occa- 
iiion  is  very  natural,  and  the  result  of  most  minds  in  parallel 
circumstances ;  "  I  said,  in  the  cutting  off  of  my  days,  I 
shall  go  to  the  gates  of  the  grave,  I  am  deprived  of  the 
residue  of  my  years."  Not  only  the  gloomy  prospect  of 
nature's  decay,  and  the  disbttlntion  of  the  body,  aliected  his 
mind,  but  a  painful  solicitude  about  an  hereafter  np^i  avated 
his  sorrow,  even  fear  of  an  exclusion  from  lulurc  joy; 
"  T  said  I  shall  not  see  the  Lord,  even  the  Lord,  in  the 
land  of  llic  living.'*' 

Peradventuro,  doar  Mary,  disquit  sentiments  from 
both  these  awlui  retiections  may  at  tinips  hare  supplied 
hours  of  anxiety ;  and  a  combination  of  real  causes  of  com- 
plaint, aggravated  by  the  anticipation  of  those  sujrf^csted  by 
fear,  may  have  furnished  thee  with  a  variety  of  fears ;  and  the 
vigilant  accuser  of  the  brethren  improved  the  opportunitj 
at  times  to  cast  down  below  the  proper  place. 

What  may  conduce  to  remove  the  whole  cause  is  not  in 
my  power  to  prescribe,  but  an  affectiooate  regard  may  sug- 
gest; and  1  would  hint  moderate  exercise  as  oden  as  thou 
canst;  the  approaching  season  invites,  and  the  tender  indul- 
gence of  affectionate  parents  will  often  furnish  thee  with  the 
means ;  endeavour  to  exert  thyself,  and  let  not  an  apprehen- 
sion of  inabilitj  render  thee  incapable  of  contributing  all  in 
thy  power  to  thy  restoration  to  health ;  this,  I  believe,  would 
tend  to  thy  advantage,  and  repair  the  breach  in  thy  consti* 
tution,  a  state  of  inaction  may  have  occasioned ;  not  only 
thy  own  advantage  requires  it,  but  I  believe  it  would  happily 
tend  to  tlie  comfort  of  an  affectionate,  worthy  parent,  whose 
mind  hath  been  exceedingly  depressed  by  affliction  for  her 
dear  children's  sake;  thy  indisposition,  which  thou  could 
not  prevent,  and  also  thy  poor  brother's,  having,  at  times, 
been  as  much  as  she  could  bear,  and  indeed  insupportable, 
if  Almighty  regard  had  not  sustained. 

I  am  abundantly  convinced  the  great  Physician  of  souls 
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is  not  far  away  fnm  tbee,  to  help  in  the  Decessary  hour, 
aadt  as  rererently  enqmied  after,  will  establish  in  innocence 
and  ▼irtne,  and  bring  salvation  and  peace  to  thy  house. 
Though  virtue  is  not  hereditaryi  yet  the  intercessions  of 
religious  parents  are  often  available  on  their  children's 
account;  and  I  hope  at  least  one  of  the  successors  of  that 
worthy  man  of  Qcd,  Robert  Jordan,  may  know  and  be 
happy  with  his  God,  and  may  know  the  same  result  of 
anxiety  Hezekiah  knew;  ^'Ihou  hast,  in  love  to  my  soul, 
"  delivered  it  <rom  the  pit  of  destruction.** 

Hiat  all  things  work  together  for  good  to  those  who  fear 
the  Lord,  is  an  undeniable  truth,  if  we,  through  impatience 
and  inattention,  render  not  the  visitation  of  Heaven  unpro- 
fitable to  US.  This  consideration  hath  often  induced  my 
reverent  kissing  the  rod,  and  humble  inquiry  into  that 
instruction  which  ever  attends  it :  who  knows  what  scenes 
of  temptation  a  confinement  to  a  sick  chamber  prevents  our 
being  tried  with;  peradvenluru  it  uiay  be  ihe  hollow  of  an 
Ahnighty  hand,  hidiug  us  unlil  the  causes  of  indipnaLiuii  are 
past  by.  Yet  when  that  is  gone  by,  the  call,  "  My  people, 
**  come  out  of  thy  chambers,"  claims  equal  rep^ard,  for  we 
have  various  relations  iu  life  to  discharge,  and  huh  diligence 
and  waichlulness  will  be  rewarded  with  a  bul\\  ark  of  delence, 
and,  placed  in  the  mid.NL  of  this  world  and  its  commotions, 
we  shall  know  our  situations  to  be  as  a  j^ardcn  enclosed. 
Great  is  the  want  of  such  examples,  ilioiit.']i  there  are  some 
yet  preserved,  and  I  trust  among  the  youth  of  thy  sex  an 
inert  rising  number,  who  know  salvation  as  walls  and  bul- 
warks, and  though  little  sisters,  yet  in  the  lineage  of  the 
immortal  family,  and  though  weak,  surrounded  with  all-sufli- 
ciency;  and  1  hope  thy  place  auit>ii;^'si  tlieso  happy  relatives 
to  the  King  in  Zion  will  not  be  vacant,  here  or  hereafter. 

My  regard  and  strong  desires  for  thee  are  more  than  I  can 
express,  and  hope  accompanies  my  mind,  that  thou  wilt  be 
helped  to  live  to  thy  Creator,  be  a  comfort  to  such  as  may 
expect  it  from  thee^  and  know  a  time  of  more  true  relief 
every  way. 

S.  F. 
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SAMUEL  FOTHEROILL  TO  JOHN  CHURCBlfAN. 

BurliDgtoD,  8rd  Mo.,  1756. 

I  tbink  I  hwe  reiy  litde  worth  notice  to  send  thee, 
but  tbe  token  of  affectionate  lemembrance,  in  a  degree  of 
leviral  of  that  lore  which  nerer  dice,  which  at  first  baptized 
and  united  our  spirits,  and  remains  of  our  joy,  and  at  times 
is  cause  of  it  one  to  another.  I  believe,  in  proportion  to  our 
access  to  the  Father  of  lights,  its  lustre  and  animating  rays 
will  retain  increase  their  splendour,  and  in  times  of 
traversing  ihu  gloomy,  remote  regions  of  the  sliadow  of 
death,  its  reflection,  though  not  in  direct  lines,  will  be  reliev- 
ing, and  its  genuine,  though  faint  beams,  convey  hope. 

The  course  of  my  experience,  since  I  left  PhiUdtlpliia, 
hath  taught  me  a  practical  paraphrase  on  what  the  Apostle 
meant  by  living  by  faith,  and  at  the  same  time  all  within 
me  hath  been  repeatedly  humbled  by  the  wise  alternations 
of  light  and  darkness.  Seldom,  in  my  spiritual  progu  ss,  in 
my  own  individual  case,  am  I  more  deeply  poor  out  of 
meetings,  and  more  reduced  to  a  poor  morsel  of  bread,  and 
sometimes  not  that,  except  tlie  word  of  patience;  and  in 
meeting,  not  oflen  more  opened  in  the  powerful  Word  of 
Life;  but,  alas!  I  feel  like  a  tube;  some  liquid,  crystal 
stream  runs  through  me  to  others,  but  I  doubt  little  remains. 
May  the  cleansing  efficacy  of  the  holy  stream  purify  the 
channel,  and  run  into  that  reservoir  constructed  by  £temal 
Wisdoniy  out  of  my  reach,  but  whence  he  can  water  my 
garden,  even  with  his  foot. 

I  was  favoured  vnih  some  open,  relieving  times  in  Phila- 
delphia. I  left  that  place  the  2 1st  of  last  month,  and  came 
hither  to  the  Quarterly  Meeting  for  Ministers  and  Elders, 
which  was,  through  very  hard  labour,  at  last  well.  I  was  at 
Mount-holly  on  first  day,  and  in  this  town  in  the  evening ; 
both  meetings  large  and  well;  at  the  Quarterly  Meeting 
here  on  second  day,  and  the  Youth's  on  third,  both  large, 
and  (he  latter  memorably  comfortable.  On  fourth  day,  at  tibe 
Quarterly  Meeting  for  Ministers  and  Elders,  at  Wrightslown ; 
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very  close  labour,  but  strength  proportioned  to  the  work : 
a  large,  profitable  meeting  succeeded,  held  that  evening  in 
the  Conrt-bousc  at  New  Town.  Next  day,  the  Quarterly 
Meeting,  very  large,  and  a  thorough  good  meeting,  through 
manifest  support  in  the  extending  of  the  fan,  and  the  axe, 
and  the  oil  of  consecration  to  those  who  waited  for  it  I 
led  that  county  easy,  and  came  to  this  place.  On  seventh 
day,  had  a  large  meeting  in  a  Baptist  meeting-house  about 
eleven  miles  off;  yesterday,  a  large  meeting  at  Mansfield, 
and  this  day  a  large  and  heavenly  meeting  at  the  Monthly 
Meeting  here. 

Our  Epistle  from  Philadelphia  to  the  Monthly  Meetings 
meets  with  a  different  reception  as  the  people  <£ffer;  the 
libertines,  worldly-minded,  and  opposers  of  the  relbnnatio^ 
in  themselves  and  others,  cavil  and  rage;  but  the  seed  is 
relieved,  and  the  honest-hearted  are  strengthened.  I  see  it 
will  be  a  time  of  division  between  wheat  and  chaff,  and  that 
we  shall  find  some  amongst  the  latter  we  thought  would 
have  been  more  deeply  weighty,  and  perhaps  the  contrary 
in  some  other  instances.  But  Uie  company,  in  which  some 
who  dissented  from  us  find  themselves  left,  will  I  believe, 
awaken  some  weah,  honest  hearts  to  ponder,  whether  divine 
wisdom  hath  changed  the  channel  of  instrumental  intelligence 
from  its  usual  course,  by  a  living,  sensible  ndnistry,  into  the 
muddy  pipes  of  the  licentious. 

8.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTHEUUILL  TO  HIS  SISTER. 

PbUadelphia,  4th  Mo.,  28th,  1756. 

I  often  feel  called  upon  by  the  voice  of  unfeigned 
affection  to  rcniLiuber  thee;  there  is  something  in  my  mind 
stronger  than  mere  nature  inspires,  which  suggests  strong 
and  sincere  desires  for  thee  every  way,  as  for  myself;  and 
as  thou  well  knows,  from  a  measure  of  experience,  the  path 
to  true  hap])iiicss,  may  thy  blieugth  be  renewed  with  the 
increase  of  thy  knowledge,  that,  through  all  the  intricacies 
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and  probations  of  life,  thy  race  may  be  steady,  and  its  termi- 
nation  be  within  the  eTerlasting  gates  of  Uiat  city,  whose 
inhabitants  are  established  in  peace  without  slloy. 

The  first  perception  of  approaching  liberty  to  revisit  my 
native  land^  was  allowed  on  my  return  from  a  laborious  and 
painful  visit  to  the  western  shore  of  Maryland.  I  never 
until  then  found  myself  at  liberty,  or  even  much  desirous  to 
draw  the  curtain  aside,  but  it  was  then  rather  lifted  up  by  the 
Master^s  hand,  and  a  two-fold  sense  was  given,  of  peaceful 
approbalioii,  and  a  view  of  release.  Nevertheless  my  mind 
is  quietly  calm,  yd  under  the  weight  of  some  remaining 
service,  and  solemnly  still,  withoat  aiiv  UaiiulLuous  emotion, 
iu  the  view  of  my  again  being  personally  conversant  with 
those  to  whom  1  aia  uuued  in  the  ties  of  uature,  and  tli© 
closer  cement  of  grace. 

I  have  gratefully  and  reverently  lo  aukiuns  ledge  that  the 
unspeakable  mercy  of  an  all-sufiicient  Hand  has  been  plen- 
tifully extended,  in  such  a  manner,  as  loudly  lo  demand  a 
humble  abasement  and  laithlui  i>ubjectiuu  to  his  holy  ret^uu- 
ings. 

Being  made  lo  know  I  go  not  in  this  warfare  at  my  own 
expense,  but  though  spiritually  without  bag,  sc  rip,  stafi',  or 
shoes  on  my  feet,  of  my  own  providing,  yet  the  inexhaustible 
store-house,  armoury,  and  wardrobe,  where  ;ill  the  living 
generations  have  sought  and  received  supplies,  is  often 
opened  to  my  humbling  admiration,  and  though  I  have 
travelled  at  great  expense,  the  bag  continues  to  be  filled  with 
fresh  riches,  the  scrip  with  suitable  bread,  and  the  staff 
strong  to  support  in  arduous,  painful  pilgrimage;  and  though 
I  have  travelled  amongst  sharp,  cutting  rocks,  rending 
thomSi  and  even  amongst  scorpions  and  serpents,  my  feet 
are  not  bruised,  but  shod  with  the  preparation  of  the  Gospel 
of  peace  and  light* 

I  have  not  an  eznlting  thought  in  my  heart  to  appropriate 
these  favours  to  my  own  wisdom  or  worthiness^  but  my 
exultation  is  in  the  name  of  Him  whose  mercy  is  unutter- 
ablcy  and  not  at  all  proportioned  to  my  merits^  which  would 
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issue  in  eternal  naaary^  if  interponog  condeecenaion  averted 
not  the  stroke.  Oh!  that  erery  succeeding  daj  of  my  life 
may  produce  a  testimony  of  my  awful  regard  to  the  riches 
of  divine  forgiveness. 

I  hare  had  another  smart  attack  of  my  old  complaint ;  it 
was  not  of  long  duration,  confining  me  cmly  eig^t  days,  but 
for  four  days  exceedingly  grievous  pain  in  my  ude,  breast, 
and  back.  It  seized  me  at  New  York,  in  a  house  where 
both  inclination  and  ability  concurred  to  render  me  every 
service  possible.  I  was  so  disabled  as  not  to  be  able  to  ride 
on  horse-back,  but  came  in  a  chaise  from  New  York  hither, 
and  in  about  fourteen  days  was  bravely  recovered. 

Another  circuinstaiice  it  may  not  be  improper  to  mention, 
lest  it  should  come  some  other  way.  T\ic  day  1  came  to 
New  York,  one  of  the  ferry-boats  was  overset,  and  eleven 
people  drowned.  As  it  was  jjretty  generally  known  that  I 
intended  to  cross  the  ferry  that  day,  it  was  snpgested  thai  1 
was  amongst  the  people  who  were  lost,  and  ihc  rei)ort  circu- 
lated llirough  the  neighbouring  provinces  with  surprising 
swiftness,  even  down  to  Maryland  in  four  days.  I  was 
apprehensive  some  forward  person  might  transmit  it  to 
England,  and  therefore,  with  a  grateful  heart  to  the  great 
and  good  Preserver,  give  thee  and  my  friends,  if  such  a 
rumour  should  come,  this  intelligenci  .  I  passed  the  ferry 
the  same  day  in  safety.  I  had  a  meeting  that  day  in  the 
seat  of  govemmeiil  of  the  Jerseys,  in  the  Presbytenan 
meeting-house;  the  governor,  J.  Belchtr,  procured  it,  and 
attended  the  meeting.  T  dined  with  him  afterwards,  and 
met  with  a  kind,  affectionate  reception ;  he  is  old,  and  his 
body  enfeebled,  but  I  think  his  immortal  part  not  far  from 
the  kingdom. 

I  could  not  pass  by  this  circumstance,  as  in  that  town, 
i.  €.  Elizabeth  Town,  our  dear  and  worthy  father  met  with 
bitter  opposition  when  last  here,  from  the  former  priest,  and 
with  difficulty  got  a  meeting  in  the  place ;  and  such  is  the 
change,  that  the  present  priest  voluntarily  offered  me,  in  his 
terms,  ^*  his  pulpiu"    I  did  not  ascend  his  rostrum,  buty  as 
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no  place  could  be  procured  equally  large  for  the  reception 
of  the  people,  accepted  the  bouse.  It  was  a  day  of  memo- 
rable mercy,  and  I  hope  as  aucb  will  be  remembered.  The 
General  Spring  Meeting  here  was  very  large.  Friends  from 
remote  places  coming  to  see  and  take  leave  of  the  Europeans, 
and  it  was  a  great  and  good  meeting  in  its  various  sittings. 

Since  that  time  I  have  travelled  several  hundred  miles, 
visiting  some  fresh  places,  and  re-visiting  others  where  I 
thought  duty  led,  aud  have  now  gone  through  all  the  pro- 
vinces of  North  America,  as  fidly  as  any  that  ever  came  into 
these  parts,  excepting  one  remote  comer  in  New  England, 
where  are  two  small  meetings.  Yet  am  I  fastened  here ; 
Joshua  Dixon  sailed  some  days  ago,  in  a  vessel  for  London. 
Some  weeks  ago,  I  went  a-board  the  vessel,  but  it  seemed 
to  me  no  place  of  rest,  nor  my  business  here  finislied, 
Joshua  LhoughL  he  was  released,  and  tlie  ship  appeared 
pleasant.  I  too,  with  humble  submission,  de.sire  wlien  I 
may,  to  return,  but  INI.  P.,  C.  P.,  and  myself,  felt  our  minds 
alike  restrained  from  returning,  and  although  we  now  see 
little  before  us,  yet  we  are  bound  to  this  place  and  laud,  for 
what  end  we  c  lunc  t  lully  see  ;  but  the  Lord  is  with  us,  and 
therein  we  desiit;  liuaibly  to  acquiesce. 

There  arc  several  very  large  quarterly  meetings  eomiug 
on,  which  I  am  ready  to  believe  will  tend  to  our  discharge. 

The  distress  of  this  province  is  great, —  its  commotions 
violent,  — all  the  desolations  of  a  cnif  1  ludian  war  impcndanl, 
:in(l  iliu  legislature  in  a  great  degree  infatuated;  it  seems 
like  a  judicial  desertion  of  all  their  counsels,  and  every  step 
they  take  increases  their  perplexity.  Friends  have  interposed 
for  the  restoration  of  peace,  and  borne  their  testimony  faith- 
fully; I  hope  it  will  issue  in  their  dismission  from  government, 
their  connexion  w  ith  which  hath  been  of  great  dis-servire  of 
later  times  to  the  real  end  of  our  being  raised  up  as  a 
peculiar  people,  to  bear  our  testimony  to  Him  whose  king- 
dom is  in  peace  and  righteousness.  The  love  of  power,  the 
ambition  of  superiority,  the  desire  of  exemption  from 
suffering,  strongly  operate  with  many  under  our  name,  to 
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conliniie  in  stations  wherein  they  sacrifice  their  tcstimoDy, 
and  are  as  salt  which  bath  lost  its  savour.  But  as  it  now 
appears  that  we  can  scarcely  keep  the  Truth  and  its  testi* 
mony  inviolate,  and  retain  those  places,  many  stand  up 
on  the  Lord's  side,  and  declare  they  have  none  on  earth 
in  comparison  with  the  God  of  their  fathers. 

I  am  already  sensible  of  perils  amongst  false  brethren,  and 
am  afiraid  tbey  will  be  strengthened  from  your  side  the  water; 
some  letters  are  already  received,  disapproving  Friends' 
condnct  here,  in  a  crisis  in  which  there  appeared  to  me  an 
awful  inquiry.  Who  is  on  my  side,  who  ? 

I  intended  to  have  written  to  dear  brother,  bat  am  not 
allowed  time;  the  present  posture  of  affairs  is  not  to  be 
described  in  a  short  compass*  and  I  cannot  meddle  with 
gathering  a  bundle  of  sticks  to  lay  npon  a  fire  which  already 
bums  too  fiercely,  lest  I  should  gather  a  viper  to  bite  my 
hand. 

My  dear  love  attends  M.  W.,  and  what  can  I  say  to  her 
that  she  knows  not,  of  the  alone  everlasting  Husband  and 
JiulgL  for  the  widow  and  fiiiherless,  whom  she  knows,  and 
who  I  humbly  hope  wQl  not  fail  in  this  time  of  trial? 

If  any  ask  when  I  return  home,  I  can  only  say,  as  soon 
as  I  can  and  bring  peace  with  me ;  that  peace  I  have  dili- 
gently sought ;  and  though  the  curtain,  long  drawn  between 
me  and  home,  is  at  times  a  little  drawn  by,  yet  I  see  not  full 
liberty  to  leave  this  land,  but  hope  a  few  weeks  more  may 
set  the  seal  of  peace  upon  my  dismission. 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  FU  rUERGILL  TO  HIS  WIFE. 

Philadelphia,  4th  Mo.,  29th,  1756. 

I  acknowledge  witlj  tliankfiilness  ihe  kind  regard 
of  our  great  Master,  in  keeping  us  in  quiet  resignedness  in 
this  time  ot  separation,  for  his  cause'  sake,  and  that  he  is 
present  in  the  needful  hmir.  I  might  speak  largely  of  his 
gracious  dealings  with  me  in  this  laborious  service,  but  I 
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flilentlj  adore  hi§  hand^  and  ciaye  bis  fkrovn  may  be  remem- 
beied  by  me,  and  produce  a  testimony  of  daily  and  awful 
regard  to  tbe  riebness  of  bis  mercy. 

...........  I  greatly  rejoice  to  bear  of  some  revival  amoogst 

yotty  and  ardently  wisb  preserration,  stability,  and  growth 
to  every  plant  our  Heavenly  Father  hath  planted,  and  I  am 
abandanUy  convinced  it  will  not  be  of  the  Lord  that  imfruit- 
ftdness  and  instability  ayjpear  in  any  j  He  would  yet  malie 
Zion  the  joy  of  the  whole  earth. 

I  expect  this  is  the  last  letter  T  shall  s(  nd  from  these 
parts.  I  am  humbly  thankful  that  the  Hand  which  directed 
my  opening  services  od  my  fii>,i  ;u  ii\  al  here,  is  near  to  help 
and  strengthen  to  my  ow  n  comfoiL,  ttnd  1  may  reverently 
say,  he  hath  set  before  me  an  open  door  amongst  this  people, 
and  they  know,  and  the  Lord  knows,  1  have  not  flattered 
them,  nor  coveted  any  marks  of  their  regard. 

 The  frontiers  of  Pennsylvania   continue  to  be 

harassed  by  the  barbarous  Indiaiis,  wlio  destroy  man,  woman, 
and  child ;  all  attemjits  to  defend  themselves  against  them 
seem  vain,  and  ihe  means  of  restoring  peace,  (to  wit)  doing 
the  Indians  justice,  by  fully  paying  them  for  their  lands, 
were  in  the  beginning  shamefully  neglected|  and  will  now 
be  very  difficult  to  bring  about 

Unsearchable  are  the  ways  of  Providence  in  the  execution 
of  his  judgments,  and  his  steps  in  his  holy  sanctuary,  to  get 
himself  a  name:  resentment,  anger,  and  destruction  to  their 
enemies,  seem  to  be  the  general  reply  to  this  awful  voice, 
instead  of  a  '^tricl  iii([niry,  "  Is  there  not  a  cause?"  Oh  that 
this  and  our  niother  country  may  both  learn  rigliteousness, 
before  the  brandished  sword  of  justice  be  unsheathed  to  their 
terrible  chastisement !  g  p 

JOBN  CHURCBHAN  TO  ANN  FOTBBRGILL. 

East  Nottingham,  5th  Mo.,  23rd,  1756. 

There  are  but  few  of  (be  many  friends  in  England 
that  I  more  irequently  remember  than  thee  and  tby  dear 
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brother,  and  that  with  sincere  desires  that  the  God  of 
Abi  cdiam,  and  of  Isaac,  and  of  your  own  uatuial  Idlhcr  may 
still  remain  to  be  the  preparer  and  sanctifier  of  your  hearts, 
and  that  you  may  still  remain  to  delight  therein  ;  this,  with 
a  mind  truly  bounded  and  made  content  with  the  allotment 
of  Providence,  is  great  gain  indeed.  Our  whole  life,  from 
earth  to  heaven,  should  be  one  continual  travel,  and  as  uui 
heart's  desire  is  towards,  and  our  eye  fixed  on,  the  mark  of 
the  prize  that  is  Ix'fore  us,  and  this  object  continues  rising, 
so  the  world  is  ieJt  luith(  i  ;inil  further  behind,  and  grows, 
as  to  its  enticing  things,  smaller  and  smaller. 

Your  dear  brother  has  made  an  honest  visit  to  the  churches 
in  America,  and  if  he  has  not  much  increased  in  words  and 
fiue  eloquence,  I  am  sensible  he  has  improved  in  the  root  of 
living  ministry,  aud  has  been  bapli/ed  into  the  states  of  the 
peo])lc,  a??  much  as  any  I  ever  knew  from  Europe,  and  I 
think,  though  T  love  him  nearly,  my  judgment  is  not  biassed 
by  the  nrm  regard  1  have  for  him  :  wo  may  value  one 
another  for  the  worVs  sake,  but  there  is  no  praise  duo  to 
man  for  the  excellency  of  the  gilt,  for  every  gift,  good  and 
perfect,  comes  from  God  ;  in  humble  reverence  let  him  alone 
be  therefore  praised  fur  ever,  and  all  his  own  works  will 
praise  him  who  is  worthy  for  ever  and  ever. 

Dear  iriend,  thy  countenance  is  as  familiar  to  me  at  this 
hour,  as  it  was  when  I  enjoyed  that  quiet  rest  at  your  house, 
so  very  acceptable  to  me,  being  almost  worn  out,  aud  your 
singular  kindness  aud  regard  can  never  be  forgotten  by  me ; 
at  seasons,  whilst  I  was  in  London,  I  feit  very  poor  and 
worthless,  and  tender  usage  makes  deep  impressions;  I 
acknowledge,  had  it  not  been  for  such  humbling  seasons, 
whereby  I  was  taught  to  know  myself,  I  had  been  less  wofth 
than  I  at  present  am.  Perhaps  it  may  be  some  encourage- 
ment to  thee  to  know  that  some  others  have  been  taught  to 
thin  kmeanly  of  themselves,  when,  for  their  trial,  their  Life 
has  withdrawn  himself,  and  left  them  to  riew  their  own 
imperfections. 

John  Chubcbman. 
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ELLEK  EVANS  TO  ANN  FOTHERGILL. 

6th  Mo.,  1756. 

Though  I  am  a  stranger  to  thy  person,  yet  Dot  so 
to  the  good  character  thou  bears,  therefore  I  find  freedom  to 
send  thee  a  recital  of  the  close,  prophetic  warning  of 
approaching  trials,  which  was  delivered  to  a  large  auditory, 
at  the  time  of  our  Quarterly  Meeting  at  Philadelphia,  by 
thy  brother,  soon  after  his  arrival,  when  not  so  much  as  a 
handsbreadth  of  cloud  appeared  over  our  land;  but  in  a 
short  time  a  storm  arose  and  fell  heavy  on  many  within 
our  borders.  As  the  subject  was  solemn,  so  was  be  quite 
great  in  the  delivery  of  it,  which  was  to  the  following  effect^ 
viz.: — A  holy  commemoration  of  God's  kind  dealings, 
formerly  and  latteily,  to  this  our  thriving  colony;  aptly 
comparing  it  to  the  vineyard,  the  Lord  thereof  had  in  a  very 
fruitful  hill,  which,  after  clearing  and  fencing,  he  planted 
with  the  choicest  vine;  (such  indeed  were  the  first  inha> 
bitants  of  Pennsylvania,  men  of  excellent  talents,  both 
natural  and  divine;) — when,  looking  for  fruit,  behold  it 
brought  forth  wild  grapes.  He  then  queried,  what  more 
could  have  been  done  for  a  people  than  had  been  done  for 
tuf  He  besought  us  to  consider  what  fruit  we  were  bring- 
ing forth  ? — if  sour  grapes,  we  might  expect  the  fence  should 
be  taken  down,  and  we  trodden  and  laid  waste:— signifying 
that  such  wotdd  be  our  case,  if  not  prevented  by  timely 
repentance  and  amendment  of  life.  Such,  indeed,  was  the 
force  of  divine  evidence  which  attended  him,  that  Friends* 
minds  were  seized  with  awful  dread,  and  had  to  say  to 
each  other,  after  meeting, — Is  this  the  last  warning  that 
we  are  to  receive  ?  it  seems  so  like  that  of  Jeremiah  to  the 
Jews,  just  before  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  ? 

The  first  time  I  had  an  opportunity  to  hear  him,  I  thought 
he  flew  high,  even  to  the  third  heaven;  when  a  pang  of 
slavish  fear  took  me,  and  I  had  like  to  have  wished  him 
there  for  good  and  all;  that  is,  safe  in  his  heavenly  mansion; 
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but  I  was  stopped,  aud  bid  not  to  pray  that  lio  should  be 
taken  out  of  the  world,  but  to  breathe  for  his  instruction 
whUc  in  it;  which  I  did  with  all  the  little  ability  I  had. 
JiuL  when  1  had  opportunity  to  observe  his  humble,  watcliful 
conduct,  like  one  always  walking  in  fear,  my  fear,  before- 
mentioned,  was  eiitiielv  removed. 

He  is  now  going  to  leave  ns,  who  are  so  nearly  united  to 
him,  that  bidding  him  farewell  seems  a  heavy  task  to  me 
and  mine ;  that  sweet  flow  of  divine  love  which  frequently 
passes  througl)  his  heart  to  bis  auditory,  endears  him  to  all, 
boUi  saints  and  siuncrs. 

There  is  a  line  company  of  them  going  together.  Those 
pir  i  nis  ministers,  Mary  Peisley,  and  C.  Payton,  wliose 
s(  r\  ices  were  great  in  these  parts  of  the  world,  and  also 
our  dear  ancient  friend  Abraham  Farhngton,  and  Samuel 
Emlen,  jun. 

As  love  for  a  long  lime  bath  been  grown  in  my  heart  to 
thy  worthy  father,  who,  of  all  men,  struck  the  deepest 
impressions  [m  a  religious  sense)  on  my  mind,  so  it  is  matter 
of  rejoicing  to  me  to  hear  of  the  welfare  of  liis  family.  I 
often  do  believe  God  has  a  peculiar  regard  to  tin  seed  of 
the  righteous ;  such,  dear  friends,  you  are.  May  the  blessing 
of  your  father's  God  rest  pleniiluily  on  all  your  heads. 

 Accept  of  the  love  of  one  of  thy  father's  old 

friends, 

Ellen  Evams. 

In  several  of  the  preceding  letters,  mention  is  made  of 
the  alarm  which  then  prevailed,  on  account  of  the  inroads 
made  by  the  Indians  on  the  back  settlements  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  some  neighbouring  states.  It  was  a  time  of  war 
between  England  and  France,  and  the  French  authorities 
in  Canada  had  engaged  some  of  the  Indian  tribes  in  Ibis 
warfare. 

The  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  particular,  was  in  a  state  of 
much  excitement:  the  defeat  and  death  of  General  Brad- 
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dock ;  the  devastations  committed  by  the  Indians,  and  tlie 
fear  tl^al  they  and  tlicir  allies  might  even  attack  the  city 
itself,  caused  great  luid  general  alarm, 

Friemls  were  luulcr  an  exercise  of  mind,  not  only  that  all 
the  membuis  of  the  Society  niight  be  kept  quiet  and  faithful 
in  support  of  its  testimony  against  all  war,  l;ul  were  also 
much  engaged  in  intercedin^jr  and  making  efforts  with  the 
Government  and  with  the  Indian  chiefs,  (with  whom  they 
had  great  influence,)  to  prevent  a  general  Indian  warfare. 
Another  cause  ot  auxiety  was  an  impost  or  war-tax,  \\  lnch 
the  Assembly  had  laid  upon  the  inhabitants,  by  which 
Friends  were  brought  into  considerable  difficulty. 

Samuel  Fothergill,  as  was  often  acknowledged,  was  very 
helpfiil  to  Fni  iuls  under  these  circumstances;  aiding  them 
with  his  counsel,  aud  frequently  engaged  in  earnest  exhor- 
tations for  all  to  remain  faithful  in  support  of  their  Christian 
testimony.  "  If  the  potsherds  of  the  earth  clash  together, 
let  tliem  clash  was  his  language ;  and  his  charge  in  parti- 
cular tu  Friends  was  to  abide  in  their  tents,  and  not  so 
niuch  as  to  look  outward,  but  to  avoid  and  keep  clear  of 
every  thing  cnntr  uy  to  the  peaceable  spirit  of  the  gospel  of 
Christ;  and  thus  to  show  themselves  his  true  disciples.  He 
joined  with  several  other  Friends  in  signing  and  issuing 
at  this  time  an  epistle  of  advice  and  caution.  He  also 
united  with  Friends  in  their  efforts  to  preserve  the  peace  of 
the  colony,  and  in  particular  to  prevent  the  Indians  from 
becoming  engaged  in  the  war.  These  efforts  were  frequent 
and  strenuous^  but  proved  Qoavailing.  In  his  journal  are 
the  following  entries. 

"  4th  Mo.,  9th,  1756. — ^Had  some  labour  amongst  Friends, 
"  to  endeavour  to  prevent  a  cruel  Indian  war ;  and  had  also 

a  conference  with  the  present  and  late  Govenior,  along 
"  with  J.  P.,  [John  Pemberton,]  upon  the  present  posture 
"  of  affairs ;  they  received  us  with  candour,  but  our  labour 
"  was  ineffectual,  for  on  the 

lOtfay  a  day  to  be  remembered  through  many  generations 

with  sorrow,  the  QoTemor  agreed  to  proclaim  war  against 
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*'  the  Delawares,  and  delivered  the  hatchel  into  the  hands 
of  some  of  fhe  Indians.** 

TtoM  condoaion,  on  the  part  of  the  GoTeroment^  was  the 
souiee  of  much  distress  to  Friends  in  general;  and  Samnel 
Folfaergill  largely  partook  of  it  He,  Catherine  Fayton,  and 
Mary  Peisley,  during  one  of  their  earlier  visits  to  Phila- 
delphia, were  in  that  citjr  when  the  first  soldiers  who  had 
received  their  commissions  iirom  the  English  Govemment 
arrived  there,  under  the  command  of  General  Braddock. 
The  circumstance  excited  considerable  attention,  and  is 
thus  mentioned  by  C.  Pay  ton,  in  her  journal:  — "  I  said  a 
cloud  of  darkness  came  with  them.  The  Lord  had  settled 
this  colony  hy  peaceable  means;  he  had  hitherto  protected 
it  by  his  own  Almighty  ai  ui,  and  it  prospered  greatly  ;  IjuI 
hcnceforw  ;in],  disunion  and  disturbance  prevaih  d  and 
increased  in  it.  Our  friend,  Samuel  Fothcrgill,  as  well  as 
we,  was  strongly  and  affectionately  engaged  to  promote 
peace,  and  guard  them  ajrainst  the  event,  which  be  feared 
would  ensue,  and  which  m  time  followed." 

Tlie  General  Sjiring  Meeting  held  in  Philadelphia,  (1756,) 
was  very  numerously  attended,  and  was  a  solemn,  instruc- 
tive meeting;  in  which  the  Friends,  whose  labours  in 
America  were  now  nearly  accomplished,  had  considerable 
service,  and  in  tlie  love  of  the  gospel  took  a  solemn  and 
atiectionate  leave,  and  soon  afterwards  embarked  (or  Europe. 

SAMUEL  FOTUEROILL  TO  JOHN  CHURCHMAN. 

On  board  the  Snow  Polly,  near  Bombay  Hook, 
6th  Mo.,  175G. 

Thy  very  acceptable  salutation,  I  read  in  that  love 
and  affection  in  which  I  am  sure  it  was  written ;  and  I  trust 
the  pure  friendship,  hitherto  subsisting  since  our  first 
acquaintance,  will  often  receive  a  holy  stimulus  as  we  have 
recourse  to  its  inexhaustible  source  with  suitable  frequency, 
and  furnish  us  with  both  inclination  and  ability  to  converse 
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together,  when  we  most  be  necessarily  separated  in  body: 
for  I  think,  whilst  I  am  in  the  body,  I  shall  never  forget  the 
regard  and  sympathy  thou  hast  manifested;  and  although 
the  heavenly  approbation  is  the  most  to  be  prised  and 
sought  after,  yet  the  pure  fellowship  of  the  brotherhood  is 
a  stream  from  that  eminent  spring  whence  all  good  proceeds; 
and  even  the  fellowship  of  the  saints  on  high,  in  the 
Father's  love,  is  a  part  of  their  felicity. 

I  hare  tahen  my  leave  of  America  with  peace  and  qui- 
etude of  mind.  I  have  some  sea  store,  but  not  to  profusion* 
I  beg  wisdom  to  husband  it  well,  that  I  may  carry  some  of 
it  home,  and  know  it  blessed  when  I  come  there*  I  have 
sometimes  deeply  inquired  into  my  own  state,  and  feared  an 
apoetacy,  in  that  the  extactes  of  juy,  heretofore  very  often 
renewed,  have  of  late  time  veiy  much  abated.  It  hath 
taught  profitable  inquiries,  and  hath  sometimes  appeared 
Hot  to  be  occasioned  by  declension,  but  by  a  solid  equanimity 
in  enlargement  of  experience,  and  more  productive  of  stable 
joy  and  fixedness,  than  the  variable  circumstances  attending 
the  former.  I  boast  not  of  my  growth,  for  X  have  not  over- 
grown a  variety  of  painful  weaknesses.  I  am  easy  with  a 
solid  review  of  ui}  journey,  and  believe  I  shall  very  firequently 
remember  many  of  you  in  love  unfeigned. 

8.  F. 

TliL  last  entry  in  S.  Fotliergill's  journal  is  this:  —  "5th  of 
6th  Mo.,  1750. —  Came  on  board  the  vessel  Charming  Polly, 
Jolin  Troy  iiiasiei,  bound  lor  Dublin. — Left  this  land,  with 
pcacu  and  lioly  cjuict." 

Thus  conchidcd,  with  that  reward  he  had  so  eanicsllj 
desired,  and  so  diligently  bought,  the  visit  of  Samuel  J'otlier- 
gill  to  America:  — a  visit,  during  which  he  had  faithfully 
and  honestly  laboured,  and  wherein  he  spake  diligently  the 
tilings  of  the  Lord  ;  he  Imd  tau'^^^lit  juildicly,  and  from  house 
to  house,  and  had  not  shunned  to  declare  all  the  counsel  of 
God. 

To  many  in  that  land  he  had  become  bound  by  the  strong 
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ties  of  Christian  love ;  this  bcmd  was  mutual,  and  tcfminated 
but  with  life  itself.  Many  were  the  proofs  and  testimonies 
lecipiocally  given  of  this  feeling;  several  more  public 
testimonials  were  also  issued  by  his  friends,  of  their  appro- 
bation of  his  labours  amongst  them.* 

The  vessel  in  which  the  Friends  embarked  had  a  eompa* 
ratively  quick,  though  rather  a  stormy  passage,  of  thirty- 
four  days.  The  waves,  at  times,  dashed  over  into  the  cabin. 
Notwithstanding  the  stormy  weather,  they  had  many  good 
and  precious  meetings  during  the  voyage,  some  of  which 
were  attended  by  the  master  and  sailors. 

It  bemg  a  time  of  war,  several  French  privateers  were 

*  The  following  cei  liiicates,  which  ht  I  n  aught  fro  in  v  ariuub 
meeUngs,  are  amongst  the  records  of  Haidsiiuw  Monthly  Meeting, 
vis.: — 

From  the  Monthly  Meethig  of  Hopewell,  held  at  Ojjechim,  in 
the  county  of  Frederick,  Viiginla. 

From  the  Qoaiterly  Meeting  held  at  Symonaes  Creek,  in  North 
Carolma. 

From  the  Monthly  Meeting  bdd  at  Frederickhnigfa,  in  South 
Carofina. 

From  the  Yearly  Meeting  held  at  Nanoemond,  Viigmta. 
From  the  Yeariy  Meeting  hdd  at  West-rifer,  in  MaiyUmd. 
From  the  Quarterfy  Meeting  held  at  Portsmouth,  Rhode  Island. 
P  roin  the  Quartedy  Meeting  held  at  Flosfamg,  in  Long  labnd. 

New  York. 

From  the  Quarterly  Meeting  held  at  Burlington,  New  Jeney. 
From  the  Monthly  Meeting  held  in  Philadelphia,  88th  of  fith 

Month,  1756.    (This  is  signed  by  eighty  men  Friends.) 

The  tenor  of  these  documents  is,—"  That  his  public  labouis 
"  amongst  us,  both  in  the  ministry  and  the  discipline,  have  been 
*'  fen  ent,  deep,  and  lively ;  to  the  edi6cation  and  building  up  of 
*'  the  Church,  the  information  of  strangers,  and  to  the  gnat  satis- 
"  faction  of  such  as  wish  well  to  Zion's  cause." 

According  to  the  account  kept  in  his  journal,  he  had  tmvelled, 
during  his  visit  in  America,  8,765  miles. 
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in  the  Irish  channel ;  they  were  favoured  to  avoid  these, 
and  to  arrive  in  safety  at  Dublin,  on  the  9th  of  the  7th  Mo., 
1756. 

SAMUEL  F0THER6ILL  TO  HIS  WIFE. 

Dublin,  7th  Mo.,  10th,  1756. 

I  salute  thee  in  the  tenderest  affection,  and  hereby 
inform  thee  of  mj  safe  amyal  in  this  city,  after  a  good 
passage  of  five  weeks,  in  wbieh  time  I  have  been,  and  yet 
am,  greatly  favoured  with  health,  and  a  degree  of  that  holy 
peace  which  passes  understanding.  Glory  and  praise  to 
His  adorable  name,  who  lays  the  beams  of  his  chambers  in 
the  waters,  and  is  the  defence  of  his  people  for  ever. 

S.  F. 

They  were  detained  in  Dnblin  upwards  of  two  weeks. 
On  the  25th  of  7th  Mo.,  S.  FothergOl  and  C.  Payton 
embarked  for  Holyhead,  and  proceeded  thence  to  Chester. 
Here  they  parted;  and  on  the  29th  of  that  month,  Samuel 
Tothergill  was  favoured  to  reach  in  safety  his  own  house 
at  Warrington. 
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The  impressions  made  upon  the  mind  of  Samuel  Fotiikk^ 
oiLL  by  bis  visit  to  America,  were  never  obliterated;  bis 
diligent  labours  tbere  for  tbe  adTancement  of  trntb  and 
rigbtcousncss  —  his  fenrent  desires  that  these  labours  might 
not  be  in  vain,  but  tbat»  through  the  blessing  of  Him  whom 
he  desired  to  serve,  there  might  be  brought  forth  frost,  even 
an  hnadred-fold — his  intercourse  with  Friends — hu  warm 
attachment  to  them— the  padicnlar  friendships  formed  with 
many— and  the  deep  interest  he  ever  afterwards  continued 
to  feel  for  their  welfare  and  their  various  concerns,  were 
subjects  often  predominant  in  his  thoughts,  and  conspicuous 
in  his  correspondence. 

Amongst  those  to  whom  Samuel  Fothergill  became  much 
attached  whilst  on  his  visit  to  America,  and  whose  minds 
were  peculiarly  affected  by  his  ministry,  was  Samu^  Emlen, 
the  son  of  Joshua  and  Deborah  Emlen,  of  Philadelphia. 
He  was  endowed  with  great  natural  powers  of  mind,  with  a 
peculiar  readiness  and  fluency  of  expression,  and  had  received 
a  liberal  education,  being  well  skilled  in  several  languages. 
He  accompanied  S.  Fothergill  on  his  return  to  Europe,  and 
an  intimate  fiiendship  ever  afterwards  subsisted  between 
them. 

He  was  the  companion  of  Abraham  Farrington  during 

part  of  his  religious  visit  to  England  and  Ireland,  and  at  a 
meeting  at  Carlow  he  first  appeared  in  the  ministry.  In  this 
service  ho  Liavellcd  nnich  on  the  American  Continent ;  he 
also  visited  the  island  of  Barhadoes,  and  was  several  times 
in  England,  where  he  travelled  extensively,  as  well  as  in 
Ireland  and  Holland. 
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In  1772,  he  crossed  the  AtlaDtic  with  John  Woolman, 
intending  to  pay  a  visit  to  bis  much-loved  friend  Samuel 
FothergUl,  then  in  a  weak  state  of  health ;  they  arrived  in 
London  at  the  time  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  and  when  that 
was  concluded,  he  hastened  to  Warrington;  but  ere  he 
airiTed  there,  his  friend  was  released  ftom  the  bonds  of 
mortality,  and  had  entered  into  his  rest.  Samuel  Emlen 
attended  the  interment,  and  was  largely  engaged  in  the 
ministiy  on  that  occasion. 

His  last  visit  to  Europe  was  in  1796 ;  he  was  not  able  to 
travel  much»  bat  spent  most  of  the  time  in  Dublin  and  In 
Lancashire,  visiting  the  meetings  and  families  of  Friends 
very  acceptably,  thus  setting  the  seal  to  his  previous  abun* 
dant  labours  in  England  and  Ireland. 

Upon  his  return  home  in  1797,  the  health  of  Samuel 
Emlen  became  much  impaired;  his  constitution  was  natn- 
lally  weak  and  infirm,  and  ftom  this  period  he  gradually 
declined.  A  short  time  before  his  decease,  being  at  a  meet- 
ing at  Philadelphia,  whilst  engaged  in  a  lively  testimony, 
he  was  seized  with  violent  pain ;  leaning  (or  support  on  the 
rail  of  the  gallery,  he  pathetically  repeated  these  lines; — 

"  My  life,  if  thou  preservest  my  life, 
Tli y  sacrifice  shall  be ; 
And  death,  if  death  must  be  my  doom. 
Shall  join  my  soul  to  thee." 

He  dc]»aitra  this  lilc  uii  the  30th  ol  12th  Month,  1799, 
aged  nearly  70  years,  having  been  a  minister  12  years.  His 
interment  was  attended  by  a  large  assemblage  of  his  friends 
and  fellow-citizens,  of  all  ranks  and  degree. 

During  the  last  visit  of  Samuel  Emlen  to  Europe,  he  spent 
much  time  at  Warrington,  and  was  acciuslomed  olten  to 
advert  to  the  labours  of  his  departed  friend  S.  Fothergill,  and 
to  the  powerful  and  awakr niii<_';  tcndf  iicy  of  liis  niinistry.  He 
would  frequc  iitl\  visit  tlir  lionsi-  in  w  hich  his  friend  had  lived, 
(it  was  then  occupied  by  the  Editor's  parents,)  and  describe  and 
expatiate  upon  the  hours  they  had  there  passed  together :  he 
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also  related  several  interesting  passages  and  circnnntances 
connected  with  Samuel  Fothergiirs  visit  to  America;  amongst 
otbers,  tlir  following:— That  during  a  visit  which  he  paid  to 
a  few  I  rii  nds  scatteied  in  the  back  parts  of  Femisylvania, 
fhey  bad  to  endure  much  hardship,  were  sometimes  obliged 
to  pass  the  night  m  the  woods,  having  the  sky  for  their 
canopy,  their  travelling  cloaks  for  coveringi  and  using  their 
saddles  for  pllows.  Late  one  night,  they  arrived  at  a  solitary 
house,  in  a  lonely  place ;  hero  Ihey  requested  lodgings  for 
the  night,  which  were  granted.  They  found  that  the  house 
and  extensive  farm  around  it  belonged  to  an  individual,  the 
mistress  of  many  servants  employed  i^n  the  land :  she  was 
of  masculine  character*  and  strong  powers  of  mind,  but  of 
an  unregenerate  heart,  much  under  tiie  influence  of  unsub- 
dued passions,  and  greatly  addicted  to  profane  swearing. 
S.  Fothergill  told  bis  companion  that  from  what  he  had 
observed,  he  thought  her  the  most  wicked  woman  be  bad 
ever  seen.  She  nevertheless  treated  them  with  civility,  and 
even  kindness.  The  situation  of  the  family,  with  such  a 
character  for  its  bead,  caused  some  exercise  of  mind  to 
8.  Fothergill,  and  in  the  morning  be  requested  that  the 
household  might  be  collected,  and  that  they  mi^t  sit  down 
together ;  this  was  complied  with,  and  the  whole  fiunily  was 
assembled.  He  addressed  th^  in  a  remarkable  manner, 
and  in  particular  he  was  led  to  lay  open  the  wickedness  of 
the  human  heart  in  its  unregenerate  state,  and  the  awful 
consequences  of  remuning  in  such  a  state ;  his  language  and 
expressions  were  so  powerful,  that  the  mistress  of  tlie  house 
was  greatly  affected,  her  spirit  wa^  brokcu,  and  ahc  wept 
much. 

After  this,  feeling  at  liberty,  the  Friends  prepared  to  depart, 
they  took  leave  of  the  family,  and  desired  to  pay  for  their 
entertammenl.  She  refused  to  accept  anything,  but  said  they 
were  quite  welcome  to  everything  they  had  had;  adding, 
that  she  was  uuvvuilhy  to  receive  such  guests  under  her 
roofi        so  powerfully  had  the  word  preached  wrought 
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upon  her  heart,  that  she  exclaimed,  "  You  are  angels,  but 
I  am  a  devil !  ** 

Another  circumstance  was  related  by  Samuel  Fothcrgill 
himself,  of  a  Friend  at  whose  house  he  had  lodged  when 
passing  thrfiiijj;] I  the  wildemes*;.  These  thinly-peopled  back 
settlements  were  ihcii  mucli  in  Tested  by  wolves,  and  she  told 
})im  of  a  remarkable  dclivt  ranc(^  which  she  had  once  expe- 
rienced from  these  ferocious  animals. 

She  was  a  widow,  and  lived  with  her  son,  who  cultivated 
a  small  piece  <>f  land,  vvhicii  Inrnishcd  them  a  frugal  subsist- 
ence. Their  nearest  neighbour,  who  lived  a  few  miles 
distant,  through  the  forest,  came  early  one  afternoon,  to 
request  she  would  visit  his  wife,  who  was  suddenly  taken 
vci y  ill,  and  stay  with  her  while  he  went  for  medical  advice. 
W  ith  this  she  complied,  and  putting  up  in  a  basket  a  few 
needful  things  for  the  sick  woman,  she  told  her  son  she  did 
not  expect  to  return  before  the  next  morning,  and  set  out 
and  reached  the  place  in  safety. 

With  suitable  remedies,  the  invalid  soon  recovered,  and 
ber  husband  coming  speedily  back,  the  widow  concluded  to 
return  home  that  evening,  hoping,  as  it  was  a  fine  moonlight 
night,  that  she  might  pass  the  forest  without  danger;  but, 
on  crossing  an  open  glade,  she  saw  a  company  of  wolves 
drinking  at  a  pool  of  water  at  some  ifistanee,  which 
made  her  sensible  of  her  great  rashness  and  imprudence, 
knowing  that  unless  she  could  pass  unobserved,  her  destnic- 
tion  was  inevitable,  as  no  human  help  was  at  hand;  for 
though  her  home  was  now  in  sight,  she  could  not  get  in, 
believing  her  son  would  be  in  bed,  and  the  cottage  fast.  In 
this  strait,  she  lifted  up  her  heart  to  God,  in  earnest  prayer 
that  he,  who  had  odea  strengthened  and  consoled  her  in 
many  troubles,  would  now  be  pleased  to  interpose  for  her 
help,  and  that,  as  she  was  returning  from  a  work  of  charity, 
he  would  not  permit  her  to  be  devoured  by  these  savage 
creatures ;  her  mind  became  composed,  and  she  ran  quickly 
forward;  on  crossing  the  fence,  she  looked  back,  and 
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peiceiTed  that  one  of  the  wolFe§  had  raued  his  head,  and 
discoTered  her;  he  attered  a  shrill  eiy,  and  immediately  the 
whole  pack  was  in  pursuit 

Meanwhile^  her  son,  not  expecting  her,  had  retired  to  res^ 
but  he  could  not  sleep ;  a  strange  and  unusual  anxiety  came 
oyer  bis  mind,  which  continually  increased ;  he  got  up,  and 
made  a  large  fire  of  wood,  which  blaaed  brightly,  by  which 
he  sat  down ;  in  a  short  time  he  thought  he  heard  his  mothei's 
Toice  calling  to  htm,  and,  opening  the  door,  be  perceived 
her,  followed  by  several  wolves;  one  was  so  near  as  almost 
to  touch  her  shoulder  with  his  paw.  The  sudden  light 
dazzled  and  checked  tbem,  and  for  a  moment  they  fell  back, 
which  gave  her  time  to  rush  into  the  house  and  close  the 
door,  when  ahe,  with  her  son,  both  greatly  affected  by  this 
deliverance,  united  in  returning  thanks  for  the  merciful 
interpositioQ  which  had  so  remarkably  preserved  her  life. 


SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  CATHERINE  PAYTON. 

8th  Mo.,  Ist,  1756. 

I  affectionately  salute  thee  in  a  degree  of  that 
love  which  hath  often  mutually  united,  and  raised  desires 
for  the  preservation  and  establishment  of  each  other  in  these 
days  of  dissipation,  when  so  few  come  up  to  the  solemn 
feasts:  and,  dear  friend,  our  rx])(ii(*nce  may  teach  us 
humblingly  comfortable  lessons  of  ihe  laithfulncss  and  truth 
of  our  Heavenly  Father.  How  hath  he  siistnined  in  trials, 
within  and  without !  when  tin;  billows  rolled  liigh,  his  arm 
supported  ;  and  when  the  dithdent  iicart  was  ready  to  say,— 
"  I  shall  no  more  see  him  in  the  land  of  the  living,"  hi  lialh 
renewed  his  presence  to  us  as  the  morning  light.  Our  duty, 
our  greatest  duty  is,  humbly  to  follow  on  to  know  him ;  to 
abide  under  his  holy,  redeeming  hand;  that  every  branch 
which  would  sprout  out  of  his  holy  counsel  may  be  early 
removed ;  thus,  I  believe,  a  happy  equanimity  of  spirit  might 
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be  more  generally  known,  and  perhaps  less  of  that  deep 
suffering  which  sinks  beneath  the  happy  medium.  I  am  afraid 

deep  hulierings  and  baptisms  must  bo  known  by  all  wliu  retain 
their  place  in  the  Lamb's  army ;  but  such  is  the  ecjuity  and 
tmth  of  our  Captain,  that  if  patience  hdve  her  perfect  work, 
his  true  followers,  even  through  the  region  of  the  shadow 
of  death,  fear  no  evil.  May  the  Stay  of  the  righteous  in 
every  generation  thus  direct  our  steps,  in  the  midst  of  the 
paths  of  judgment,  to  the  honour  of  his  cause,  the  dignifying 
his  name,  and  to  our  own  ])eace. 

I  rejoice  to  hear  of  thy  dear  mother's  agreeable  state  of 
health,  and  more  so  to  understand  the  decline  is  made 
tolerable  and  easy,  by  an  increase  in  that  which  remains 
when  nature  fails,  and  is  the  enduring  riches  of  all  who  are 
happy.  She  lias  been  long  convinced  of  a  fixed  truth,  and 
now  feels  its  sweetness,  that  religion  is  the  stay  of  life,  and 
the  greatest  comfort  of  its  close. 

I  am,  through  mercy,  pretty  well  in  health,  calm  in  spirit, 
though  much  emptied.  I  know  it  is  right,  and  may  every 
residue  of  corruption  be  searched  out  and  removed.  I  can 
beg  for  sanctification  through  the  spirit  of  judgment  and  of 
biiming,  and  the  degrees  of  glorification  will  be  justlj 
attained. 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTHEROILL  TO  ISRAEL  PBMBEBTON. 

Warrington,  8d  Mo.,  6th,  1756. 

With  a  heart  replenished  with  strong  emotions  of 
gratitude  to  the  great  Breserrer  of  men,  whose  excellent 
name  is  the  abiding  defence  of  his  people,  and  their  sure 
munition,  I  affectionately  salute  thee,  thy  dear  wife,  and 
children,  for  whom,  not  only  from  motives  of  gratitude^ 
but  the  uniting  cement  of  the  family,  I  wish  every  degree  of 
essential  happiness. 

Under  the  protection  of  the  holy  Hand,  we  anived  safe 
at  Dublin,  the  9lh  of  last  month,  hut  I  could  not  reach  my 
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own  habitation  until  the  29th,  being  detained  by  conlrafy 
winds.  Bnt  as  service  offered^  and  renewing  of  strength  to 
peifonn  it,  I  was  preserved  from  mueh  impatience,  and  have 
cause  to  believe  our  retnm  b j  Dublin  was  in  the  wisdom 
and  by  the  direction  of  Heaven. 

I  found  all  weU  at  home,  my  dear  wife  fiilly  as  healthy 
as  when  I  left  her;  and  had  awfbl  occasion  to  acknowledge, 
not  one  word  of  the  Lord  respecting  me  or  mine  hath  fallen 
to  the  ground.  May  it  ever  be  awfully  marvellous  in  mine 
eyes,  and  engage  in  prompt  obedience  to  every  succeeding 
call  to  service.  O  that  I  may  be  preserved  to  be  remem- 
bered in  the  household,  by  the  great  Master,  and  his  will 
respecting  the  labour,  not  mine,  be  done. 

I  am,  ;it  present,  much  restricted  for  time  to  write,  but 
may  just  say,  I  am  returned  in  peace,  can  review  my  labour 
auiungst  you  at  least  with  ease  ;  and  ile  who  drew  forth  has 
caused  the  angel  of  his  presence  to  bo  ni^^h  at  hand  upon 
my  return.  I  have  nollnng  to  rejoice  in,  but  abundant 
condescension  ;  mn  dolh  any  gloomy  cloud  of  distress  inter- 
cept my  prospect  of  the  heavens.  Various  are  the  prospects 
of  the  skies,  according  to  the  time  of  day,  but  if  the  dark 
clouds  arise  not  fiom  our  own  misconduct,  we  may  awake 
and  arise  from  them,  and  see  the  holy  likeness. 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  HIB  SISTER, 

Warrington,  8th  Mo.,  10th,  175ti. 

 No  expressions  are  capable  of  setting  forth 

the  variety  of  trials,  painful  labour,  and  exercise,  which, 
within  and  without,  have  attended  me,  since^  this  day  two 
years,  we  parted  at  Gravesend}  but  I  may  say,  with  a 
deeply  reverent  heart,  equally  unalterable  have  been  the 
sure  mercies  of  our  Heavenly  Father  a^d  helper,  before 
whom,  our  darkness  and  weakness  is  open  and  known,  and 
his  saving  arm  of  power  magnified  in  the  greatest  distress. 
He  hath  graciously  preserved,  and  helped,  and  kept  to 
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return  id  peace  and  saletj,  when  others  of  hia  precious 
servants  haye  laid  down  their  li^esy  far  (torn  endeared  rela^ 
tives.  O  that  it  may  evermore  be  awfully  mairellons  in 
my  eyes.  I  believe  my  going  was  in  His  wisdom,  and  have 
cause  to  believe  my  return  was  so  likewise :  I  found  work 
to  do  at  Dublin  while  I  stayed,  not  without  lively  evidence 
that  I  was  where  I  ought  to  be — and  that  is  enough. 

I  believe  we  parted  on  the  10th  of  8th  Month,  1754,  and 
this  is  its  anniversary ;  two  years  are  revolved  and  lapsed, 
but  I  trust  they  are  not  lost,  but  have  been  employed  to 
ftiture  advantage ;  at  least  my  own,  if  I  be  enough  bowed 
in  heart  to  live  near  that  Hand,  which  is  the  glorious 
supporter  of  all  who  bear  its  refining  and  turnings ;  I  am 
calm,  quiet,  and  easy,  not  returned  with  the  rapturous 
fruition  of  heavenly  riches ;  ihey  are  locked  up  in  the 
celestial  treasury,  and  One  wiser  than  I  keeps  the  key  

.   1  have  gratefully  to  acknowledge,  He  who  is  one 

of  a  thousand  hath  been  comfortably  near  to  my  spirit,  as  a 
holy  stay  and  quiet  rest ;  I  have  an  evidence  of  acceptance, 
and  that  I  have  been  where,  and  done  what,  I  ought.  But 
it  is  conveyed  in  the  still  small  voice,  which  requires  very 
deep  and  silent  listening,  and  not  in  the  rapturous  whirl- 
wind. Good  and  wise  is  He  with  wliom  we  liave  to  do ; 
oh  may  we  labour,  with  diligence  and  steady  patience,  to 
be  meet  for  a  place  amongst  his  own  children,  who  have 
iheir  bread  in  due  season  

S.  F. 

LYDiA  LANCASTER  TO  SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL. 

Lancaster,  8th  Mo.,  13th,  1756. 

  Yea,  thankful  I  am  that  thou  hast  been 

favoured  with  health,  and  every  way  ])reserved  to  })erfonn 
such  a  long,  het^y,  trying  journey,  and  to  retuni  in  safety 
with  peace  in  thy  bosom,  and  which  I  hope  will  rest  upon 
thee  like  dew,  to  thy  lasting  refreshment,  comfort,  and 
satisfaction^  of  which  thy  dear  wife  will  also  have  a  share; 
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for  she  has  been  a  Irae  feUov  traveller  with  thee,  in  a  feeling 
sense  of  close  sympathy,  and  hath  borne  thy  absence  in  a 
most  prudent  manner,  with  mach  fortitude  and  Christian 
patience,  and  becoming  cheerfulness. 

When  we  heard  of  thy  arrival  at  Dublin,  it  made  many 
glad  hearts.  I  have  often  thought  our  Qnarterly  Meeting 
looked  naked  and  weak  without  thee,  yet  Providence  hath 
graciously  condescended  to  our  help  and  joy  of  faith. 

I  have  lately  heard  that  Friends  have  had  another  oppor- 
tunity with  the  chief  of  the  Jersey  Indians,  since  ihou  came 
away,  who  seemed  well  satisfied  inth  the  conversation  of 
Friends,  and  said  they  had  now  a  different  apprehension  of 
Friends,  having  had  their  acquaintance  mostly  with  the 
new*light  Bresbyterians.  Many  of  them  went  with  Friends 
to  their  meeting  on  first  day,  and  were  much  tendered  under 
Truth*s  testimony. 

Lydia  Lancaster. 

catherine  payton  to  samuel  fothergill. 

Dadley,  8th  Mo.,  14th,  1756. 

 Solitude  sccins  bo  much  my  choice,  as  well 

as  safely,  and  my  present  business  seems  to  be  so  much  at 
home,  that  I  am  willing  to  look  at  it.  I  t  ing  very  desirous 
that  1  may  nut  ujove  out  of  my  place,  aiid  SO  destroy  that 
peace  I  am  at  )>resent  favoured  with. 

I  am  not,  my  dear  friend,  inscni«.ible  that  we  aie  Irequently 
(I  had  nlinost  said,  most  frequently)  the  cause  of  that  distress 
of  mind  we  feel,  and  hope  earnestly  to  press  after  a  state 
of  perfect  resignation  to  the  divine  will.  I  believe  there  is 
sucli  a  state  of  rectitude  and  strength  to  be  attained  as  that 
we  shall  not  be  greatly  moved  either  by  outward  or  inward 
trials,  in  which  attainment  I  know  myself  but  too  dt  llcicnt; 
but,  through  mercy,  I  have  a  heart  tha^loves  instruction, 
though  it  comes  in  judp^ment,  and  that  has  frequently  prayed 
that  the  Almighty  might  not  spare  the  rod  when  it  was 
necessary,  by  which,  as  well  as  the  staff,  I  have  been 
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comforted;  yea,  1  liave  been  fully  willing  that  the  righteous 
justice  of  God  should  be  exerted,  and  if  for  any  transgressiou 
I  was  cast  into  jirison,  I  might  remain  there  the  a})pointed 
time.  But,  through  his  grace;  I  dare  hoy)e  for  a  degree  of 
lib(  vlv,  which  I  already  feel,  and  may  my  eye  be  ever  kept 
humbly  watchtul,  that  my  flight  may  neitberbe  in  the  winter, 
nor  on  the  Sabbath  day. 

Cathekine  Tayton. 

SAMUEL  FOTH£ltGILL  TO  JOHN  CBURCUMAN. 

Warrington,  10th  Mo.,  26th,  1756. 

It  hath  not  been  the  effect  of  forgetfulness,  that 
I  hare  not  before  this  time  written  to  thee,  from  this,  the 
land  of  my  nativity;  but  a  variety  of  outward  affairs,  to 
which  prudence  required  my  attention,  and  some  employ- 
meDt  relative  to  the  Society,  may  plead  my  excuse ; 
eiqpeeially  to  one  who  knows  I  dearly  love  him,  although  I 
cannot  tell  him  so  at  all  times.  It  is  surely  when  the  warmth 
of  this  holy  onion  prevails,  that  correspondence  is  most 
truly  beneficial. 

I  am  returned  home  in  safety;  and  though  I  feel  no 
rapturous  enjoyment  of  riches,  yet  pretty  much  exempt  from 
outwszd  blame,  in  the  close  review  and  examination  of  my 
progress  in  your  land.  Although  the  rod,  as  well  as  the 
stal^  are  the  wise  allotments  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  and 
to  me  equally  necessary,  yet  I  find  it  safe  to  endearonr  after 
stedfast  dependence  upon  Him,  with  whom  alone  is  salvap 
tion.  I  have  sometimes  a  glimpse  of  more  openness,  and 
the  more  sensible  testimony  of  acceptance.  But  may  I 
seek  more  worthiness,  for  I  have  more  than  I  merit.  The 
western  comities  appointed  their  Yearly  Meeting  at  Warwick 
this  year.  It  was  large,  and,  I  believe,  upon  the  whole^ 
satisfactory.  Catherine  Pay  ton  had  very  acceptable  service; 
but,  between  ourselves,  I  had  a  painful  prospect  and  feeling 
of  the  present  state  of  the  ministry  amongst  us;  yea,  more 
so  than  ever  before.   My  sister  Ann  met  me  at  Warwick, 
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and  I  went  with  her  to  London,  and  mncb  rejoiced  to  see 
her  and  the  Doctor,  not  solely  from  motives  of  natural  affec- 
tion, but  for  the  Truth's  sake  which  is  in  them,  and  in 
which  I  hope  they  are  grown  in  my  absence.  May  the 
Lord  of  perfection  carry  on  his  own  work,  until  they  and 
we  are  ciiliiL,  wanting  nothing.  It  is  many  years  since  I 
wdb  in  that  city,  at  any  other  time  thau  a.1  ihu  Yearly 
Meeting,  and  was  pretty  much  a  stranger  to  tlie  state  of 
things  amongst  them,  wliich  I  foniul  lamentably  low;  upon 
a  view  of  those  who  miglit  be  inslruuicnlal  m  rebuilding  the 
waste  ])laces,  one  cannot  avoid  a  cry,  "  O  Lord,  by  whom 
shall  Jacob  arise 

I  found  in  almost  every  mind  a  secret  displeasure  against 
the  Friends  who  signed  the  epistle  of  caution  and  advice; 
and  fully  expected  to  be  tried  by  the  Meetings  of  Sufferings, 
for  being  concerned  in  it.  But  innocently  conscious  of  my 
own  and  friends'  integrity,  and  mindful  of  that  which  engaged 
us,  I  was  quiet,  and  yet  bold.  I  have  this  remark  to  make, 
although  subscribing  that  epistle  hath  made  me  the  butt  of 
professor  and  profane,  I  never  once  rc})ented  it ;  I  believe 
it  was  right,  and  leave  the  eflect  to  Him,  whose  ways  are 
UDsearc  lialilp,  yet  faithful,  jnst,  and  true. 

The  tiiends  who  are  among  you  from  Europe  will,  I 
hope,  be  guided  aright;  they  have  great  need  to  ask  wisdom 
of  Him  whose  gifts  are  ]icvfect;  many  here  expect  they 
will  condenm  that  epistle,  and  censure  the  Friends  who 
signed  it ;  some  think  otherwise  ;  but  it  is  the  promotion  of 
Truth  itself,  (not  our  names,  and  our  own  honour,)  my  soul 
begs.  I  have  not  hitherto  n^ceived  a  line  from  any  Friend 
in  America,  except  two  from  Khode  Island.  You  arc  many 
of  you  very  near  to  my  life,  and  fresh  in  remembrance; 
melhinks  I  should  be  sorry  to  be  entirely  forgotten,  though 
I  had  rather  that  was  the  case,  than  that  the  message  I  had 
to  deliver  in  my  Heavenly  Master's  name  should  be  written 
in  dust.  I  am  oden  with  you  in  spirit  and  true  sympathy ; 
the  clouds  ^eem  blacky  and  filled  with  tempest;  happy  is  it 


iBTAT.  40.] 


OF  BAHOBL  FOTBBBGILL. 


277 


for  those  who  have  a  Refuge  to  flee  to  in  time  of  storm,  evea 
the  aocient  endaring  fortress  of  the  rigbteoosy  the  strong 
tower  of  David. 

This  nation  seems  in  a  ferment,  and  likely  to  come  to 
distress;  a  scarcitjrof  breads  and  various  losses;  a  divided 
people,  and  many  enemies  amongst  ourselves ;  and,  what  is 
most  to  be  lamented,  our  crying  iniquities  cut  us  off  from 
divine  faronr,  as  it  may  justly  be  feared.  These  things 
seem  to  me  to  portend  a  cause  of  humiliation,  perhaps  more 
awfully  alarming  than  any  thing  we  have  long  met  with. 
I  cannot  divest  myself  of  pain  for  my  native  land,  as  an 
inhabitant  of  it,  nor  yet  a  remembering  our  multiplied 
ofikices  against  the  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  or  desire  a 
breach  in  the  nnilbrmity  of  his  attributes,  by  his  withholding 
punishment  from  those  who  have  despised  and  abused  his 
mercies,  and  mocked  at  his  gentle  correction.  With  respect 
to  my  health,  it  is  not  so  good  as  in  your  country ;  a  pretty 
frequent  cause  of  complaint  in  my  breast  hath  attended  me, 
and  hath  been  one  cause  of  my  silence,  writing  much  being 
painful. 

Our  honourable  and  aged  Mend,  David  Hall,  departed 
this  life  a  few  weeks  ago,  having  been  sometime  indisposed, 
but  went  off  suddenly  at  last,  though  I  fully  believe  in  a 
happy  preparation  for  that  rest  which  is  glorious. 

I  most  draw  to  a  conclusion,  with  the  salutation  of  dear 
love  in  our  holy  Head  and  High  Priest,  which  extends  over 
sea  and  land,  and  is  stronger  than  death :  may  we  be  made 
and  preserved  such  sanctified  vessels,  as  often  to  be  reple- 
nished thereby,  and  be  preserved,  in  times  of  withdrawing, 
chaste  and  dependent,  that  our  fruit  may  be  on  us  every 
month,  in  the  variety  of  seasons  In  the  Lord's  year.  My 
dear  wife  is  bravely,  and  joins  with  me  in  the  most  affec- 
tionate tenders  of  true  love. 

Thine,  in  the  fellowahip  of  the  hope  and  sufferings  of  the 
gospel  of  Christ, 

S.  F. 
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SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  JOHN  PBMBBRTON. 

W«ni3igton»  10th  Mo.»  96ih,  1706. 

In  a  fresh  sense  of  that  Iotc  and  pure  friendship 
in  which  our  spirits  have  been  at  times  mutually  refreshed 
aiid  united,  I  very  affectionately  salute  tliec,  ardently  wishing 

for  thcc,  as  for  myself,  an  increase  with  the  increase  of  God, 
and  that  whereunto  we  have  already  attained,  we  may  hold 
fast  uithiJuL  wascriiig,  and  purbcvere  in  that  ])al]i  wliicli 
hath  been  mercifully  cast  up  for  us,  and  is  indeed  the  palU 
of  peace. 

Many  are  the  difficulties  aud  trials  through  which  lies  our 
passage  to  rest;  and  that  the  souls  of  a  remnant  know  right 
well.  Yet  with  equal  certainty  have  ihcy  to  rejoice  in  All- 
sufficiency,  aud  make  His  most  excellent  name  their  song 
ill  ilie  house  of  their  pilgrimage.  The  main  and  proper 
business  of  every  traveller,  who  would  succeed  in  his  journey, 
is  to  keep  close  to  his  Guide,  whether  the  road  be  joyous 
or  more  afflicting.  Sometimes,  by  endeavouring  to  take  a 
shorter,  and  at  other  times  an  easier  path,  people  have 
insensibly  wandered  away,  and  gone  on  without  going  for- 
wards, and  their  mistake  been  fatal.  Sometimes  a  smooth 
path  has,  by  its  seeming  straight  direction,  and  contiguity 
to  the  right  one,  diverted  us  from  arduous  labour,  and  we 
have  been  induced  to  choose  present  ease,  at  the  expense  of 
true  peace ;  and  the  danger  of  final  miscarriage  hath  been 
hid  for  a  time,  but  at  last  appeared  with  awful  weight; 
happy  where  timely  enough  to  retrieve  the  mistakes  resulting 
from  former  indolence  or  inattention.  We  live  in  a  benumb- 
ing climate,  aud  every  hour  brings  with  it  a  torpedo,  to 
stupify  our  right  hand.  Though,  dear  friend,  I  am  not 
jealous  of  any  peculiar  necessity  for  the  application  of  the 
above  hints  to  thee,  yet  I  am  so  conscious  of  their  relation 
to  myself,  that  I  cannot  well  omit  them,  as  Ihej  flow 
unsought  for,  not  unfelt. 

 That  ancient  cord  of  love,  which  binds  up  in  the 
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hearenly  bundle  of  love  and  life,  is  oftai  around  mj  spirit, 
in  sympathy  and  fellowship  with  some  of  yours ;  though  a 
debility  of  mind  oflen  is  my  lot,  in  which  I  am  disqualified 
from  much  expression,  and  sometimes  have  no  right  to 

express  anything.  I  have  been  much  divested  of  the  sense 
of  heavenly  treasure  in  my  own  possession,  since  my  retuni, 
but  am  thankful  for  a  resigned,  quiet  spirit,  which  i  fcil  is 
not  insensible  stupid:  I  s  ;  and  all  I  beg  for  is,  to  be  remem- 
bered and  1  Lpluiii.shcd,  in  the  wise  proportions  of  llis  know- 
ledge, wlio  keeps  the  windows  of  heaven  shut  as  it  pleaselU 
him,  and  o])cns  when  he  sees  meet.  I  am  poor,  yet  not 
void  of  hope  at  times,  and  I  thank  my  heavenly  Master  I 
am  content.  I  rarely  open  my  state,  but  to  Him  who  can 
relieve  and  supply;  but  it  may  not  be  discouraging  to  thee 
to  know  there  are  others  poor  and  needy  besides  thyself. 

We  stem  in  great  agitation  in  this  kingdom,  and  perhaps 
on  the  eve  of  some  national  calamity.  Few,  very  few,  lav  it 
to  heart.  Destruction  and  bloodshed  si  cm  iho  principal 
topic  of  converse,  but  the  real  enemy  and  great  destroyer  is 
chen.<,hed  as  a  friend.  I  think  there  seems  an  increase  in 
wickedness  in  this  land,  and  it  appears  to  draw  fast  down  a 
stroke  from  that  Hand,  which  will  make  its  own  way  in  the 
earth,  and  be  niagniln  1  in  rigliteousness.  I  do  not  expect 
your  present  situation  is  the  most  pleasing;  but  oh  that  the 
Rock  of  the  righteous,  and  their  dwelling-place  throughout 
all  gf  ncrations.  may  be  OUT  fortress,  for  the  clouds  seem 
heavy  with  a  tempest. 

Dear  John^  thine  assured  friend, 

S.F. 
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SAMUEL  FOTHEROILL  TO  JAMES  WILSON.* 

(The  Qiigioal  ii  is  tbe  pouesnoa  of  Thomas  ThoiapMn,  LiverpooL— (1.  C.) 

Warrington,  llih  Mo.,  9tb,  1756. 

Dbar  and  wobtht  Friend, 

As  I  am  persuaded  thou  hast  greatly  at  heart  the 
welfare  of  Zion,  and  in  a  particular  maimer  art  interested  in 
me,  having  discharged  the  ofBce  of  a  father  to  mc  in  my 
minority,  with  a  father's  regard  and  Icndernes.s,  I  V^^<c  up 
niy  pen  to  salute  thee  and  tliy  dear  wife,  my  worthy  and 
honoured  friend,  whom,  as  well  as  tliyself,  I  still  remember 
with  distinguished,  yea,  filial  regard ;  and  can  assure  thee 
^d  her,  though  I  have  not  made  many  professioiis  of  affection 

*  This  Tcnemble  Friend  resided  near  Sedbergh,  but  in  bb  latter 
years  be  lived  at  Kendal.  He  was  bora  near  Kirby  Lonadale,  in 
1677,  became  conmoed  of  tbe  prindples  o(  Friendly  end  when 
'about  tbirty  years  of  age  received  a  gill  in  tbe  ministry,  iatbe  exer- 
cise of  which  be  travelled  tnoch  in  En^ond  and  Scolland,  and  was 
frequently  engaged  tn  boldiDg  public  meetings  in  many  places 
where  no  meetings  of  Friends  bad  been  ever  held  before;  great 
and  serviceable  were  bis  lobouis  herdn. 

He  had  to  pass  through  many  trials  and  aflUcttons,  both  inwardly 
and  outwardly,  under  which  be  was  sustained  with  much  resignation. 
He  had  nine  children,  and  many  graud-cbildren,  all  of  wfaom 
he  survived,  excepting  two  of  the  laUer. 

A  few  years  before  liis  death,  he  thus  wrote: — *'  I  am  now  wait* 
"ing,  and  beseeching  God  Almighty  to  grant  me  the  continuance 
"  of  his  blessed  grace  and  Holy  Spirit,  to  aid  and  assist  me  in  a 
"full  preparation  for  death,  and  calmly  to  resign  myself  to  it; 
"  and,  above  all,  to  j^rant  me  his  help  in  that  painful  and  trjnng' 
"  season,  that  I  may  for  ever  praise  His  holy  name,  who  is  for  ever 
"  worthy,  with  his  dear  Son,  who  is  my  dear  and  blessed  Saviour. 
"  Amen  ! " 

He  died  at  Kendal,  I2th  Mo.,  30th,  1769,  aged  92,  a  minister 
60  years. 
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uid  esteem,  there  are  few  living  to  wliom  I  bear  an  equal 
share,  or  who  arc  the  more  frec^ucaL  companions  of  my  most 
affectionate  remembrance. 

A  variety  oi  labour,  in  which  our  heavenly  and  blessed 
Father  hath  engaged  me,  liath  very  much  couiined  my  mind 
to  the  service  of  the  day,  and  rendered  it  necessary  for 
friendship  to  give  place  to  duty ;  so  that  my  correspondence 
hath  been  but  little,  though  1  hope,  in  the  hidden  root  of 
immortal  life,  I  am  made  a  partaker  of  the  fellowship  of  the 
brotherhood.  But  this,  with  the  poverty  and  leanness  which 
have  been  much  my  lot,  hath  laid  the  finger  of  silence  upon 
my  ii})s.  111(1  sinpj^ed  my  pen.  I  thought  1  found  at  least  a 
liberty  this  evening  to  assure  thee  of  my  regard,  and  give 
thee  some  little  accouut  of  myself,  my  labours  abroad,  and 
how,  upon  the  whole,  I  apprehend  the  state  of  the  Society 
is  in  those  parts  where  my  lot  hath  been  cast.  Tlir 
mercy,  I  have  to  acknowledge  I  was  favoured  with  a  more 
con  firmed  state  of  good  health  than  u'^ual,  two  short  inter- 
ruptions excepted.  T  travelled  with  tlili^n  nee,  and  at  tiaies 
])retty  hard  labour;  and  as  1  ])assed  through  various  pro- 
vinces, I  may  give  thee  a  hint  how  I  fared^  and  found  things 
in  each. 

To  begin  with  Pennsylvania,  where  1  landed.  There  arc 
a  very  great  body  of  people  who  bear  our  name,  and  many 
who  deserve  to  bear  it.  A  noble  seed,  of  several  classes 
respecting  age,  though  too  few  of  the  aged  amongst  them, 
who  bave  kept  their  garments  clean,  and  whose  hands  are 
strong.  Their  fathers  came  into  the  country  in  its  infancy, 
and  bought  large  tracts  of  land  for  a  trifle ;  their  sons  found 
large  estates  come  into  their  possession,  and  a  profession  of 
religion  which  was  partly  national,  which  descended  like 
the  patrimony  from  their  fathers,  and  cost  as  little.  They 
settled  in  ease  and  affluence,  and  whilst  they  made  the 
barren  wilderness  as  a  fruitful  field,  suffered  the  plantation 
of  God  to  be  as  a  field  uncultivated,  and  a  desert.-  Thus, 
decay  of  discipline  and  other  weakening  things  prevailed, 
to  the  eclipsing  of  Zion*s  beauti;  yet  was  there  a  noble 
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remnant,  whose  lore  was  sUong,  and  who  remembered  the 
Lord  of  the  whole  earth  and  hU  house,  whilst  Ihej  built 
their  own. 

A  people  who  had  thus  beat  ihdr  swords  into  plough- 
shares,  with  the  bent  of  their  spirits  to  this  world,  could 
not  instruct  their  offspring  in  those  statutes  they  had  them- 
selves forgotten.!  As  ererf  like  begets  its  like,  a  generation 
was  likely  to  succeed,  formed  upon  other  maxims,  if  the 
everlasting  Father  had  not  merdfullj  extended  a  vintatioo, 
to  supply  the  deficiency  of  their  natural  parents. 

It  consisted  with  his  wisdom  and  mercy  to  reach  forth  a 
hand  of  love  to  many  of  them  of  the  younger  sort,  and  to 
subject  their  hearts  to  the  work  of  his  own  power ;  and  more 
especially  of  later  time,  he  hath  prevailed  upon  many  in  that 
province ;  brought  some  into  the  ministry,  some  fitting  for 
it ;  and  I  trust  for  many,  who  are  like  the  little  sistt  i,  \\  ho 
hath  no  brcai-Ls  to  give  to  udicrs  llic  sincere  milk  of  tlia 
word,  he  is  buildintr  them  up  as  a  wal).  njxin  \\  Inch  a  jKilace 
of  silver  may  be  reared.  I  cannot  but  hojir  in  lluit  province, 
particularly  in  the  city  of  I'hiiadelphia,  it  may  be  said  Truth 
pros])crs,  and  there  is  a  prospect  that  the  succeeding  gene- 
ralioii  m  vy  excel  the  last.  I  visited  all  their  meetings,  not  as 
running  liasLily  tlnough  them,  but  willi  jj^reat  circumspection, 
and  some  of  them  four,  five,  or  six  times  over,  being  desirous 
to  leave  tliem  in  peace. 

Maryland  is  jjoor  ;  the  gain  of  oppression,  the  price  of 
blood  is  upon  lliat  province  —  1  mean  their  purchasing,  and 
keeping  in  slavery,  negroes  —  the  ruin  of  tnie  religion  the 
world  over,  wherever  it  prevails.  Friends  there  are  greatly 
decreased  in  number,  and  mixed  with  the  world,  in  whose 
spirit  they  dwell.  Tlx  u  unfaith fulness  to  tli(  ir  icslimony 
against  the  hireling  priests,  and  their  hands  polluted  ^\  ith 
the  gains  of  unrighteousness,  have  almost  destroyed  even  the 
appearances  of  Truth  in  various  parts  ;  and  as  the  pure  gift 
of  the  ministry  cannot  be  communicated  to  such  unclean 
vesself,  there  is  a  great  scarcity  of  ministers.  I  know  not 
more  than  two  in  the  province  on  whom  is  the  heavenly 
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stamp  ▼irible,  and  Uiey  are  neither  negro-keepers  nor  priest- 
payers.  Nevertheless,  in  this  Sardis  the  blessed  Hand  is  at 
work.  Some  are  lately  convinced,  and  among  the  rising 
youth  are  some  of  the  true  Hebrew  race,  who  have  heard 
the  alarm  of  the  heavenly  trumpet,  and  come  out  of  their 
dens  and  caves. 

This  very  much  describes  also  the  state  of  Virginia;  only 
I  think  I  may  add,  the  vi8ttati<m  of  divine  Truth  seems  more 
effectually  received  in  various  parts  of  this  province  than  the 
former,  and  a  spring  of  living  ministry  to  edification ;  but 
here  the  yuuth  are  those  whom  the  King  of  Heaven  delights 
to  honour. 

NoiLli  Carolina  is  the  next.  There  arc  a  threat  uiaiiy 
Frieuds  in  a  pail  ol  iL  cuuli^'aous  to  Virgmia;  some  truly 
valuable  friends,  but  few  ;  yel  many  who  offer  a  sacniice 
of  that  which  cost  them  nothing.  The  largest  body  of 
Friends  here  seems  to  nic  the  weakest;  they  have  been  a 
lively  people,  but  negro  purchasing  comes  more  and  more 
in  use  amongst  them,  and  the  pure  life  of  Tmth  will 
ever  proportionably  decay.  I  travelled  1200  miles  in  this 
province,  amongst  Friends  and  others,  and  found  some 
brethren  and  true  members  ino^afted  into  the  Vine;  though 
worldly-mindeduess  and  iukcwarmness  have  seized  upon 
many. 

South  Carolina  hath  only  two  meetinp:s ;  one  at  Charles- 
ton, where  there  are  few  who  bear  our  name,  and  fewer  who 
deserve  it;  yet  such  is  the  force  of  our  divine  testimony,  as 
to  gain  place  among  tlie  people.  1  had  several  very  open 
iiif  t  tings  there,  particularly  two  in  the  Baptist  meeting- 
liousL\  to  great  satislaclion.  The  principal  people  of  the 
province  attended,  and  the  Lord  of  all  mercies  mai^nilied 
his  eteraal  name.  The  other  is  130  niiles  distant;  a  pretty 
aetthmient  of  Friends,  mostly  Irom  Ireland. 

I  went  thence  to  Georgia,  and  had  a  large  met  tin  j,  in  tlie 
court-house,  and  some  opportunities,  in  the  inn  where  I 
lodged,  to  some  service,  though  there  were  not  any  there 
who  bore  our  name. 
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1  returned  through  the  several  provinces,  as  Truth  opened 
my  way ;  had  sundry  meetings  in  the  county  court-houses, 
and  some  of  their  places  of  worship ;  and  finished  my  visit 
to  Friends,  where  I  had  omitted  any  meetings  in  my  going 
south;  and  upon  my  lelurii  rested  a  few  day  a  in  Phila- 
delphia. 

Tlx,  J  Li  seys  were  the  mxl  in  course;  I  had  much  close 
labour  ihcre;  there  is  a  \  aliuible  body  of  Friends,  but  much 
chaff,  though  1  trn^l  things  are  upon  the  revival.  Long 
Islaud  contains  a  great  body  ot  Friends;  some  truly  valuable, 
but  the  moie  aged  have  not  walked  as  bright  examples;  the 
leaders  of  the  people  have  caused  them  to  err.  I  visited 
this  island  four  limes,  and  left  it  at  last  with  a  pained  heart, 
to  which  the  want  of  a  hopeful  prospect  of  things  being 
better  greatlv  contributed. 

Narraganset  aud  Rhode  Island  were  then  in  my  course; 
I  had  much  close  labour  amongst  them ;  this  wuild  has 
intercepted  their  prospect  of  a  better,  and  greatly  impaired 
that  beauty  which  once  rested  on  them,  or  their  ancestors, 
though  T  hope  there  remains  a  little  remnant  upright,  with 
their  laniit>  trimmed  and  burning.  But,  alas!  the  number 
of  the  faiihtul  is  there  but  as  the  gleaning  of  the  vintage;  I 
met  with  few  places  more  discouraging.  Thence,  I  went  to 
Nantucket,  a  late  plantation  iu  comparison  with  many 
others,  but  too  few  there  have  kept  (heir  first  love;  divisions 
and  contentious,  the  certain  coiiijianions  of  the  spirit  of  this 
w  (irhl,  havn  hurt  them  ;  and  as  these  have  subsisted  aniniigst 
the  leaders  of  the  people,  their  example  hath  been  injunous 
to  others.  Yet,  even  here,  hope  remained,  from  a  prospect 
of  a  rising  generation  coming  up,  to  assert  a  testimony  their 
fathers  have  forgotten  or  neglected. 

Boston  government  was  the  next  place  when;  I  found 
continual  occasion  of  sorrow,  yet  intermixed  with  some  hope. 
I  bad  abundant  labour,  both  with  the  natural  branches  of 
the  olive-tree,  and  those  without  In  that  Acoldama,  or 
field  of  blood,  I  was  greatly  favoured,  in  many  open  and 
very  Urge  meetings,  to  publish  tbe  everlasting  gospel  with 
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some  saeeess,  to  my  bumble  admiratiim,  and  thanldiil 
acknowledgment  to  tlie  ever  worthy  Name.  The  state  of 
the  Society  in  this  proTUice  is  affecting.  What  open  perse- 
cution could  not  effect,  has  been  too  fully  accomplished  by 
the  caresses  and  favours  extended  to.  Friends  there ;  never- 
theless there  are  a  body  of  lively  Friends  up  and  down, 
who,  I  trust,  walk  in  white. 

I  returned  through  Narraganset,  Rhode  Island,  and  Long 
Isl&uid,  into  New  York  government;  where,  though  cause 
of  sorrow  appeared,  yet  it  was  not  void  of  hope  for  many 
amongst  them,  whose  faces  arc  set  Zion wards.  In  tlii  city 
of  New  York  is  a  small,  but  very  valuable  body  of  Friends, 
who  grow  in  ihc  Truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus. 

I  returned  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  a1  l^liiladelpljia.  Ninth 
Montli,  I7i)0,  wliicli  \\  as  very  large,  aiul  truly  comfortable. 
The  winter  I  spciit  in  close  labour  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
through  Jersey,  to  ray  relief  and  ease  of  spirit.  And 
although  very  paiulul  baptisms  attended  me,  yet  the  over- 
shadowing of  a  rock  which  was  higher  than  I  preserved  in 
summer's  heat  and  winter's  storms ;  and  graciously  supplied 
for  every  time  of  want;  and  mercilullv  sustained  with 
ability  to  bring  forth  fruit  in  every  month,  throughout  the 
revolution  of  the  Lord's  glorious  year. 

I  mention  it  to  the  praise  of  his  most  excellent  name,  for 
righteousness  belongs  to  him,  but  to  me  blushing  and  confu- 
sion .of  face;  inward  and  outward  salvation  was  the  merciful 
and  unmerited  bounty  of  his  hand:  he  stayed  me  in  humble 
reverence,  when  I  came  to  the  festival  days  of  Mount  Zion, 
and  preserved  me  in  patience,  when  I  pensively  nmscd  on 
ilie  scroll,  wiittcn  within  and  without,  with  mourning, lamen- 
tation, and  woe. 

Excuse  the  tcdiousness  of  this  epistle.  I  did  not  expect 
it  when  I  sat  down ;  but  my  heart  is  touched  with  a  lively 
sense  of  divine  cond(  sccusiou,  and  gratefully  worships  Him, 
not  one  of  whose  words  hath  fallen  to  the  ground.  I 
have  nothing  to  glory  in,  and  am  m  eak ;  I  have  known 
strength.   I  am  foolish,  I  have  been  helped  with  wisdom* 
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I  am  poor,  bot  have  been  enriched.  The  rod  I  have  often 
merited;  the  staff  halh  been  often  rerealed.  I  have 
nothing;  I  am  nothing;  let  the  gain  and  praise  be  conse- 
crated to  Him,  whose  is  the  fnlness  of  all  wisdom,  riches, 
and  strengUi. 

FareweU,  my  dear  and  honooiable  fnend.  May  that  arm 
which  hath  been  thy  succour,  and  the  strength  of  thy  yonth 
and  middle  age,  be  near  in  the  decline  of  life,  perfect  ereiy 
thing  neoessaiy  to  be  done  to  qnalily  for  converse  with  die 
saints  in  light,  and  keep  by  its  mighty  power  to  the  last 
moment  May  the  close  of  thy  weQ*nm  race  be  joyftil ; 
and  when  access  is  vouchsafed  to  the  throne  of  grace, 
remember  poor  me,  who  may  have  yet  a  larger  portion  of 
the  slippery  course  before  me,  that  I  may  be  enabled  so  to 
ran  as  to  obtain,  and  be  preserved  a  monument  of  unut- 
terable mercy  to  the  end. 

Tby  very  affectionate  friend. 


THOMAS  GAVVrUORP  TO  SAMUEL  FOTIIERGiLL.  * 

Blackwater,  in  Virginia,  1201  Mo^  8th,  1756. 

  I  should  liave  Lceii  glad  to  have  seen  thee 

before  Lhou  left  this  continent,  bnt  it  seems  to  me  it  was 
for  the  best  that  we  had  no  peTsoiial  conversation  with  each 
other,  for  some  in  Nantucket  were  so  weak  as  to  imagine  I 

had  seen  the  letter  thou  wrote  to  Friends  there  The 

diilerence  is  not  closed,  and  I  fear  it  will  be  to  the  hurt  of 
many. 

Thy  labour  for  the  renewing  of  the  discipline  seems  to 
gall  many  stubborn  ones,  but  causeth  joy  to  those  who  are 
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bowed  in  spirit  for  Zion^s  welfare;  so  that  there  is  hope 
IVath  may  yet  gain  the  ascendancy,  and  the  Churchy  which 
long  hath  had  her  place  in  the  wilderness^  as  a  lily  amongst 
thorns,  will,  in  the  husband's  time,  become  the  beauty  of 

nations,  and  Jerusalem  the  praise  of  the  whole  earth. 

Friends  were  much  distressed  about  training,  in  New 
England  and  New  York  governments;  and  though  some 
could  not  suffer,  yet  a  good  number  were  faithful  in  the 
testimony  they  were  called  to  bear  on  behalf  of  their  Lord  ; 
who  said,  My  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world;  if  it  were,  llicn 
would  my  servants  fitj;ht,  that  I  should  not  be  delivered  lu 
the  Jews;"  so  that  if,  as  servants  of  Chi isl,  they  could  not 
fight  for  their  Master's  life,  much  less  for  their  own  lives ; 
and  if  not  fight,  not  train,  nor  pay  others  to  do  that  for 
them,  whicli  they  believe  tbey  should  not  do  either  for  their 
Master  or  themselves.  It  is  likely  the  state  of  Pennsylvania 
will  be  given  thee  by  another  liand,  yet  thus  much  I  may 
say,  the  Yearly  Meeting  was  a  good,  profitable  meeting  to 
many. 

I  hope,  thou  \v\\i  sometimes  remember  me,  a  poor  traveller 
in  these  perilous  times,  with  desires  that  fortitude  and 
wisdom  from  on  high  may  be  my  armour,  whilst  1  have  to 
pass  tlirough  the  broken  ranks  of  these  hosts,  where  sword 
is  set  against  sword,  and  the  divisions  are  so  great,  even 
amongst  the  first  born  of  the  sons  of  Jacob;  for  which  my 
hear.t  and  bowels  are  pained  within  mo. 

Thomas  Oavthobp. 

Thomas  Gawthorp,  a  fellow  labourer  with  Samuel  Folher- 
gill,  in  America,  was  born  at  Skipton,  in  1700.  His  father 
dying  when  he  was  young,  he  was  put  out  an  apprentice; 
and  meeting  with  severe  treatment,  he,  to  get  free  from  it, 
enlisted  into  the  army. 

Whilst  in  that  service,  he  attended  a  meeting  at  Skipton, 
wherein  his  mind  was  so  affected  by  the  powerful  ministry 
of  Mary  Slater,  that  from  that  time  forward  he  continaed 
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to  attend  FriendB*  meetiDgs  as  opportunities  offered,  and 
was  broogbt  into  great  exercise  of  mind  on  account  of  bis 
situation ;  yet  be  was  not  at  liberty  to  ba?e  bis  discbarge 
purebasedy  fearing  that  be  might  not  stand  bis  ground :  one 
of  the  officers^  observing  bis  distress,  made  him  an  offer  of 
bis  release,  upon  payment  of  the  money  paid  to  him  when 
he  enlisted;  ibis,  on  solid  consideration,  be  accepted,  and 
left  (be  army. 

Soon  after  this  he  married  Isabel  Crosfield,  and  settled 
near  Kendal,  and  in  a  short  time  came  forth  in  the  ministry; 
**  his  mind  being  devoted  to  the  service  of  his  great  Master, 
and  obedient  to  the  manifestations  of  TVatb,  be  grew  in 
the  gift  received,  and  became  a  deep  and  able  minister  of 
"  the  gospel ;  diligently  labouring,  in  the  openings  of  life, 
**  for  the  exaltation  of  Truth  in  the  hearts  of  the  people," 
often  having  close  and  pertinent  counsel  to  deliver,  well 
adapted  to  their  different  states;  **not  in  the  wisdom  of 
man,  nor  in  the  eloquence  of  words,  but  in  the  simplicity 
"  of  the  gospel,  and  with  the  demonstration  of  divine  autbo- 
**  riiy.   He  nevertheless  often  found  it  his  place  to  repress 
^  a  too  eager  desire  after  words,  by  setting  an  example  of 
humble  and  awftd  worship  in  solemn  silence.** 
He  several  times  visited  many  parts  of  this  nation,  Scot- 
land, and  Ireland.  He  also  visited  Friends  in  America 
four  times:  from  the  last  of  these  visits  be  returned  ^  much 
"  reduced  in  bodily  strength ;  but  he  was  preserved  in  mueb 
"peace,  being  clothed  with  innocency  and  sweetness, 
"  quietly  waiting  for  his  chai^  and  having  an  evidence 
"  that  bis  day's  work  was  nearly  accomplished.**  He 
departed  this  life  the  29lh  of  Ninth  Month,  1780,  aged 
about  seventy-one,  a  minister  forty-seven  years. 

The  following  extract  of  a  letter,  written  at  the  time  of 
Thomas  Gawthorp's  last  return  from  America,  in  1778,  gives 
some  further  particulars  of  him,  and  of  the  situation  of  affairs 
in  Philadelphia : — 

**  Wilhaui  Dillworth  brought  my  brother,  Thomas  Gaw- 
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thorp^  home  in  a  chaise;  he  was  very  feeble,  be  can 
"  neither  write,  nor  in  any  waj  nse  his  right  hand :  be  says 
he  was  twenty-seven  days  on  his  passage  from  Pliila- 
"  delpbia  to  Falmouth;  he  was  in  the  former  place  when 
Washington  and  his  army  were  in  it,  also  after  he  left  it, 
**  and  William  Howe  took  possession  of  it  without  any 
"  opposition,  many  of  the  inhabitants  rgoicing,  though  they 
had  little  left  to  gire  them,  wanting  almost  every  thing 
**  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  body ;  beef  and  mutton 
"  sold  at  half-a*crown  and  three  shillings  per  pound,  and 
other  things  in  proportion.  Before  he  left  the  place,  four 
pins  sold  for  a  halfpenny,  and  Friends  wished  to  have 
bought  him  two  yards  of  flannel  to  put  about  bim  at  sea, 
but  could  not  get  it  He  says  his  son  James,  who  is  settled 
"  in  Virginia,  suffered  much,  and  for  refusing  to  muster  when 
"  required  by  IhePtorincials,  he  was  taken  and  marched  200 
**  milesy  to  Philadelphia,  with  bis  hands  tied  behind  him 
and  a  gun  on  his  bach ;  he  was  not  kept  long,  but  sent 
**  home  again,  but  was  not  allowed  to  see  his  father,  though 
then  in  Philadelphia.**— /"le/ler  from  Geo,  Cro^ld^  West- 
moroUmd^  to  hit  ton  Geo.  Oroxfield^  Wartm^Um^  111%  J 

SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  MARY  PEMBERTON. 

Warrington,  12th  Mo.,  8th,  1766. 

A,  time  of  deep  poverty  and  leanness,  in  which  it 
hath  pleased  the  Heavenly  Father  I  should  be  much  exer- 
cised since  my  return,  might  plead  my  excuse  were  I  silent. 
But  I  wish  to  assure  thee  of  my  very  near  regard,  however 

poor  and  worthless  I  am;  and  iucli  cd,  I  think,  at  times,  I 
see  a  wisdom  unutterable  in  tlif  most  slrij)|)iijg  times  which 
arc  allotl(j(],  \\  lien  \\  c  sit  aloiiu  and  liukl  our  jn  acc,  l()r  *!ur 
houses  uoulfl  never  be  so  carefully  swept  and  .searched,  if 
we  had  the  ten  pieces  of  silver  in  constant  y^ossessiou  and 
view.  I  am,  however,  humbly  content;  I  dare  not  complain, 
it  is  not  lawful.   There  is  a  just  occasion  administered  by 

u 


Digiii^cu  by  Gdo^Ic 


290  MEMOIRS  AND  LtTTERS  [1750. 

the  inadvertence  of  tbe  past,  or  for  the  instruction  of  the 
foture  part  of  life. 

It  consists  with  His  wisdom,  who  is  perfect  in  knowledge, 
to  balance  our  steps  in  righteousness;  he  wisely  ascertains 
the  bounds  of  day  and  night;  the  hilly  nigged  path  and 
painful  steps,  the  smooth  part  also  of  our  race,  are  all 
planned  in  a  knowledge  too  great  for  our  present  compre^ 
hension.  Here  may  we  reverently  acknowledge  our  incapacity 
for  choosing  ri^t  for  ourselves,  and  commit  our  all  into 
his  hand,  as  into  the  hand  of  a  faithful  and  good  preserver. 
In  the  midst  of  his  attributes  of  gloiy  and  majesty,  there 
is  to  be  read  the  excellent  name  of  most  mereiftd  Father; 
but  this  only  when  he  gives  vision  to  the  eye  he  has  formed; 
until  then,  who  is  so  poor  and  blind  as  his  servant  ? 

May  that  Hand  which  hath  led  and  sustained  thee  hitherto 
in  slippery  paths,  from  thy  youth  upwards,  for  such  hath 
thy  pilgrimage  led  through,  be  thy  ataff  during  the  residue 
of  thy  passage ;  that  by  his  help  thou  may  oWet  an  evening 
sacrifice  of  praise,  and  say.  Oh!  Lord,  thou  hast  been  with 
me  from  my  youth  to  this  hour. 

Our  wordiy  friends  A.  Farriogton  and  S.  Emlen  have  been 
at  my  house  a  week ;  the  former  is  gone  to  visit  a  neighbour- 
ing county :  I  believe  he  will  have  great  and  good  service 
amongst  us.  S.  Emlen  is  not,  at  present,  fit  Ibr  much 
travelling,  and  is  advised  to  lay  by ;  I  hope  for  hb  company 
at  my  house  this  ensuing  winter. 

I  have  not  been  favoured  with  a  line  firom  Pennsylvania 
since  I  left  it;  I  am  not  distressed  about  it;  may  the 
message  have  its  proper  weight,  and  I  caie  not  if  the 
messenger  be  forgotten.  I  have  nevertheless  heard  with 
sorrow  of  your  distress,  and  the  slaughter  on  your  confines. 
I  think  the  clouds  are  heavy  with  a  storm  towards  various 
parts  of  the  Britbh  empire  ;  scarcity  of  bread  threatens  us 
here,  and  is  already  severely  felt  by  the  poor  in  msmy  parts 
of  this  land  

S.  F. 
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At  the  close  of  the  year  1756,  and  dnringthe  winter,  there 
was  much  distress  amonj^t  the  poor  in  Warrington,  (as  weli 
as  in  many  other  places,)  owing  to  the  high  price  of  provi- 
sions, and  insufficient  craploynient:  the  sufferings  of  his 
neighbours  excited  Ihu  compassion  of  Samuel  Foi]jcr<;i]], 
and  he  wrote  the  following  address,  in  whicli  he  ath  cits 
also  to  the  circumstance  of  the  town  being  then  encumbered 
with  a  company  of  itinerant  stage  players. 

The  address  was  published  anonymously,  but  it  efibcted 
the  removal  of  those  people  from  the  town,  and  caused  a 
subscription  to  be  raised  for  the  relief  of  the  auffering  part 
of  the  iohabitants* 


A  few  Hmis  addrewd  io  the  InhdbikmU  of  Warrinffton, 

1750. 

The  present  distress  of  our  poor  neighbours  justly  demands 
our  attention,  and  ought  to  excite  in  our  minds  a  proper 
disposition  to  relieve  them,  accompanied  with  gratitude  to 
that  kind  Providence  who  hath  made  us  to  differ  one  from 
another. 

Sympathy  with  the  distressed  is  a  painful,  yet  pleasing 
sensation,  to  those  who  consider  the  aooial  duties  of  life 
necessary  to  be  sustained  with  propriety,  as  one  step  towards 
a  fellowship  hereafter^  every  consideration  should  induce  us 
to  aspire  after. 

If  we  are  blessed  with  hearts  susceptible  of  such  improi> 
sions,  to  mitigate  their  distress  will  neeessarily  be  our 
endeavour,  if  happily  their  burden  may  be  made  lighter 
through  our  assistance. 

These  remarks  arise  ftom  the  general  complaints  and 
cries  of  onr  suffering  poor,  which  indeed  are  loud  and 
piercing,  through  the  want  of  bread.  Circumstances  the 
most  painfol,  where  not  a  few  parents,  after  the  labour  of 
the  day,  are  compelled  to  hear,  without  any  possibility  of 
relief,  the  piteous  cries  of  their  children  for  bread;  alas  I 
tbey  are  not  able  to  procure  it  for  them* 
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That  this  is  the  state  of  many  amongst  us,  is  a  most 
painful,  certain  truth;  though,  perhaps,  neither  thought  of, 
Dor  attended  to  by  many,  who,  in  fulness  of  bread  and  ease, 
forget  the  anxiety  of  the  poor. 

What  attempts  have  we  made  to  relieve  them,  and  mitigate 
their  sorrow  and  suffering? 

I  wish  I  could  givL  a  detail  of  many : — are  the  inhabitants 
unable  to  administer  relief  to  their  poor  neighbours?  are 
their  circumstances  such  as  to  render  it  difficult  for  tbem 
to  sustain  the  necessary  duties  of  society  ? 

T  believe  otherwise. 

Have  we  not  had  aiaongst  us,  for  many  weeks,  a  gang  of 
players,  vagabonds,  declared  such  by  the  laws  of  the  land  ! 
Cannot  we  find  money  enough  to  squander  upon  them,  to 
supply  their  luxury,  and  pay  them  for  comipting  our  youtli? 

We  can  spare,  as  I  am  credibly  informed,  from  eight  to 
fifteen  ])i)i]nds  per  night,  supporting,  at  the  expense  probably 
of  iJiOO,  tliese  vagabonds,  in  defiance  of  every  awful  sanc- 
tion of  laws,  divine  and  liunian  ;  and  yet  hear  unmoved  the 
cries,  and  see  the  tears,  of  our  starving  poor,  who  mourn  for 
the  relief  wc  thus  lavish  away. 

Is  this  a  loan  to  the  Lord  we  might  hope  himself  would 
repay  ? 

Who  will  hesitate  a  moment,  upon  reflection,  w^hether  it 
be  not  more  consistent  with  our  duty  and  interest  to  turn 
this  stream  of  profusion  into  the  families  of  the  poor; 
to  banish  this  nuisa!icc  from  amongst  us;  prove  ourselves 
capable  of  rational  and  religious  considerations  ;  and  then  by 
will  be  suggested  to  us,  in  a  lime  of  need,  the  calm,  peacclal 
evidence  of  our  having  been  good  stewards  of  the  manifold 
mercies  of  God. 

Enquire  not  who  is  Use  author  of  these  remarks,  but 
whether  they  are  true. 

Philanth&ofos. 
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JOBN  PBMBfiRTON  TO  SAMUEL  FOTHBROILL. 

Philadelpbia,  Ist  Mo.,  lltb,  1757. 

Our  Yearly  Meeting  at  Burlington  was  a  time  of 
great  favour  to  the  upright.  Honest  Tliomas  Gawthorj) 
was  there,  and  had  some  very  satisfactory  opporluaities  in 
public.  In  the  Meeting  of  Ministers,  John  Churchman  told 
me,  he  thought  him  equal  at  least  to  any  lie  had  ever  heard. 
In  the  meetings  for  discipline,  he  was  several  times  singularly 
favoured;  but  it  is  not  often  he  is  permitted  thus  to  ascend: 
his  path  is  trodden  by  few,  and  he  is  often  reduced  so  low, 
both  in  body  and  mind,  as  to  be  scarce  able  to  keep  on  his 
feet. 

The  eye  that  is  still  over  us  for  good,  directed  through 
the  Rcn  ice  of  that  meeting  in  a  mauuer  not  to  be  forgotten  ; 
it  began  sooner  and  lasted  longer  than  usual,  and  though 
many  seemed  to  coTue  prepared  for  war,  yet  tin;  spirit  of 
the  Lamb  was  victorious,  that,  without  much  argument  or 
controversy,  the  mouths  of  gainsayers  were  stopped,  and  the 
authority  of  Truth  presided  remarkably  to  the  conclusion; 
which  was  a  little  sooner  than  would  have  been  chosen, 
if  the  l>uil;il  of  our  worthy  friend,  John  Evans,  had  not 
engaged  many  of  us  to  assent  to  it.  That  good  man  had  a 
time  of  close  sifting  and  probation  on  his  death  bed;  1  went 
with  Daniel  Stanton  to  visit  him  a  few  days  before  he  flied, 
and  found  him  low,  dejected,  and  distressed.  Tliis  should 
excite  alarming  considerations  in  some  of  us.  who  are 
conscious  how  vastly  deficient  we  are  of  the  attainments 
which  he  had  experienced;  yet,  alas!  I  must  confess  we 
lay  it  too  little  to  heart 

John  PiiMBERTON. 
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LYDU  LA14CASTGR  TO  SAUUfiL  FOTHfiROILL. 

Lancaster,  1st  Mo.,  2drd,  1757. 

 That  pure  love  which  I  often  feel  babhling 

up  toward  thee  in  the  spring  of  dtvine  life,  engages  me  to 
send  a  few  lines  beseeching  thy  acceptance,  as  I  know  we 
have  an  endeared  affection  for  each  other,  grounded  in  and 
upon  that  ancient  Root,  which  hath  hitherto  home  up  and 
been  the  support  of  us  and  of  all  the  faithiiil,  through  the 
▼arious  tribulations  of  our  march ;  and  lest  our  grand  adver* 
saiy,  under  any  disguise,  should  get  one  step  in  upon  any 
of  us,  to  deprive  us  of  that  iree  partaking  of  the  sap,  and 
virtue,  and  nourishment  which  this  heavenly  root  affords,  I 
have  made  a  narrow  searoh  and  close  examination  of  myself 
and  inward  condition,  with  as  much  singleness  and  impar- 
tiality as  I  was  capable  of,  for  I  was  ready  to  think  thou  had 
not  such  lull  unity  with  me,  nor  indeed  with  few  of  us,  as 
used  to  be ;  and  I  could  tell  no  reason  for  it,  except  that  we 
could  not  all  see  and  think  alike  about  some  new  proposals, 
and  in  this  we  did  not  play  the  hypocrite,  but  spoke  freely, 
and  I  believe  in  much  love  and  friendship ;  I  am  sure  I  did, 
for  it  is  the  way  Truth  leads  me,  whether  I  may  be  the  better 
or  worse  thought  of  for  so  doing ;  and  aHer  I  have  spoken 
my  mind,  do  Uiink  myself  clear,  not  bearing  any  grudge,  or 
harbouring  any  ill  opinion  respecting  those  who  may  not  at 
that  time  see  as  I  do;  but  I  search  my  belief  over  again, 
whether  they  or  1  was  in  the  right,  for  wr  none  u(  us  plead 
infalhbility,  or  desire  any  should  pin  their  laiLh  upon  us,  but 
desire  all  may  see  for  themselves,  and  see  right;  so  leave 
such  things  as  cannot  al  lhat  tune  be  accoiuplished  by  love, 
nor  strive  too  much,  nor  over-drive  any  of  the  flock,  lest 
thercu|)()n  they  should  sicken  and  die,  Jor  all  are  not  of  one 
streugtli,  and  yet  with  care,  lime,  and  patience,  may  so  run 
as  to  accomplish  their  journey.  We  read,  the  Apostle  Taul 
was  not  only  strong,  but  skilful  also,  in  spreading  the  Gospel 
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net,  bccomiiig  weak  with  the  weak,  taking  iheir  pace  in  a 
gentle  manner,  whereby  he  caught  many. 

I  hope  it  is  far  remote  from  my  heart's  iuteutiou  to  daub 
any  stone  in  God's  Zion  vvitli  untempered  mortar,  or  to  heal 
any  wound  of  sin  deceitfully,  but  I  find,  as  it  was  love  ever 
raised  and  made  any  of  us  instruments  of  service  in  the 
house,  so  it  is  by  our  abiding  under  the  same  influence  that 
the  body  comes  to  be  edified,  and  to  grow  from  one  degree  of 
strength  to  anotljer,  and  to  be  changed  from  one  measure  of 
clearness  in  understanding,  brightness,  and  glory  to  another; 
and  though  thou  may  think  our  meeting  worse  than  it  was  a 
few  years  since,  I  own  myself  to  be  of  another  judgraen!, 
both  respecting  aged  and  young;  but  I  Tnay  be  mistaken, 
so  shall  leave  it  for  time  and  truth  to  determine,  and  with  a 
heart  fruitful  in  love  to  thee,  my  beloved  and  valuable  friend, 
and  thy  dear  wife,  I  now  conclude,  and  remain  tby  real, 
true,  and  constant  friend, 

LvniA  Lancaster^ 

SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  ELLEN  ETAN& 

Warrington,  2nd  Mo.,  4th,  1757. 

That  affectionate  regard  which  Truth  itself  raised 
mutually  in  our  hearts,  is  by  no  means  impaired.  Oflten, 
▼ety  often,  since  I  left  your  land,  has  it  been  strongly  revived, 
and  more  especially  so  upon  receiving  the  soirowful  tidings 
of  the  removal  of  thy  dear  husband,  a  circumstance  in  which 
the  affliction  is,  like  the  loss,  rery  extensively  felt  Thou 
moumest  the  loss  of  a  tender  husband ;  bis  children,  that  of 
an  affectionate  &ther;  the  church  laments  a  pillar  removed 
from  the  place  it  filled,  at  a  time  when  such  are  greatly 
wanted.  A  sorrow  allowable — for  the  perfect  example  of 
eveiy  virtue,  even  Jesus,  wept  for  Lazarus; — this,  nature 
demands,  when  its  connexions  are  broken,  and  the  endearing 
social  ties  dissolved:  but  thou  well  knowest,  and  I  hope  it  now 
stands  thee  in  stead,  that  we  are  all  pilgrims  and  strangers* 
as  our  fathers  were,  each  journeying  on  througih  this  region 
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of  distress,  towards  that  citjr  wbich  bath  foondationB.  Wbj 
should  we  grieve  too  mocli,  wbeo  a  companion  witii  whom 
we  hare  trarelled  many  dubious,  anxious  steps,  has  an 
enlraoce  granted  him  into  the  holy  city  a  few  momenls 
before  us,  and  eqjojs  coDsummate  felicity,  whilst  we  stand 
at  the  door  and  wait  also  for  the  same  friiitiaiiy  of  which 
at  times  we  recei?e  the  earnest? 

Upon  all  the  glory  of  the  earth,  and  all  its  enjoyments, 
QpoD  every  risible  thing,  one  inscription  is  written,  as  the 
immatable  law  and  determination  of  Him  whose  name  is 
the  Most  High,  "  They  shall  perish.**  Througbont  all  nature 
and  natural  connexions,  howerer  endearing,  it  has  been  and 
most  be  rerified.  Equally  fixed  is  the  subsequent  truth,  the 
joy  and  song  of  many  generations,  **  But  Thoo  remainest*' 
On  this  ererlasting  Husband,  Father,  Friend,  and  Succour 
may  thou  and  thine  now  lean,  and  know  this  dispensation 
sanctified  and  blessed  to  all  your  help,  in  renewing  diligent 
care  so  to  lire  and  more,  that  when  the  Great  Shepherd 
shall  appear,  and  all  his  faithful  serrants  with  him,  your 
portion  may  be  among  them  for  erer. 

And  now,  I  cannot  aroid  addressing  myself  to  yon,  the 
descendants  of  my  honoured,  becauee  honourable  iHend.  I 
am  conrinced  the  same  gracious  Hand  which  was  his  support 
and  comfort,  has  been  near  to  some  of  you  ibr  the  like 
glorious  purpose,  even  to  establish  you  before  him  for  erer. 
But  I  am  jealous  that  the  want  of  religions  depth,  and 
simplicity  God-ward,  hath  been  the  cause  of  halting,  and 
rather  a  choosing  to  embrace  the  present  worid,  and  hare  a 
name  eminent  in  it,  than  to  hare  a  new  name,  the  name  of 
God,  and  of  the  city  of  God.  Thus  will  the  hearenly  tenders 
of  immul  tal  treasure  be  disregarded,  and  the  rain  shadows 
of  tilings  be  preferred  to  those  true  riches,  which  none  erer 
sought  \\  ilh  too  great  diligence,  or,  if  they  sold  them,  ever 
got  Lhcir  wortli  in  exchange.  A  heart  honestly  concerned 
for  your  help  cannot  contain  or  dic  tate  flattery;  I  love  you 
dearly,  therefore  thus  I  write.  1  aui  also  pc  i  siiadt  d  there  is 
a  seed  and  heritage  that  mourns  in  secret,  because  of 
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leanDess,  and  honestljr  weks  relief  whence  it  hath  erer  gpvmg. 
May  stability  and  patience  be  the  girdle  of  their  loinsy  and 
in  Uie  Lord's  time  this  poor,  suppliant,  distressed  seed  will 
delight  itself  in  fatness. 

One  general  hint  from  my  own  experience,  and  the  parity 
of  our  states,  would  I  suggest  to  yon  young  people.  Let  all 
your  conduct  demonstrate  that  you  remember  the  worthy 
deceased  with  due  affection,  and  though  he  be  dead  with 
respect  to  the  body,  yet  let  him  speak.  I  hare  (bund  it  my 
duty  and  great  advantage  to  place  in  view  my  worthy  father, 
and  in  matters  of  importance,  or  dubious  cases,  to  consult 
what  would  have  pleased  him,  who  was  ripe  in  experience 
and  judgment  I  believe  this  reverence  to  the  memory  of  a 
worthy  and  religious  parent,  is  an  oblation  of  sweet  incense 
before  the  Everlasting  Father. 

Farewell,  dear  EHen;  may  Israefs  Roek  be  thy  safe 
abode,  and  keep  thee  fresh  in  spirit,  green  and  fruitful  in 
old  age,  and  unite  thee  to  Him,  and  the  many  generations 
of  the  just,  who  are  entered  within  the  pearl  gates. 

Farewell,  ye  descendants  oi  the  great  and  good ;  imitate 
their  example ;  as  they  followed  Jesus  Christ,  follow  ye  them. 
Be  wise,  fur  il  is  true  happiness:  in  wisdom  you  will  fear 
to  ofleud,  and  this  fear  is  au  excellent  defence. 

S.  F. 


SAMUEL  FOTHBROILL  TO  ISRAEL  PEMBBBTON. 

Warrington,  2nd  Mo.,  4th,  1757. 

As  the  love  I  bear  thee  is  sincere,  I  flatter  mvself 
it  is  reciprocal.  I  know  thy  engagements  are  various,  1  also 
know  my  own  unworthiuess  to  engross  time  which  may  be 
spent  more  usefully. 

I  think  I  am  profited  by  the  general  silence  of  my 
acquaintance  on  your  side  the  water ;  it  has  led  to  a  solenm, 
strict  scrutiny  and  review.  Perhaps  I  might  have  acted 
more  wisely  in  some  parts  of  my  conduct ;  but  if  integrity 
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of  heart  and  honesty  of  inlenUoD  are  general  salty  I  appeal 
to  the  Searcher  of  hearts,  every  part  of  my  labour  amoDgsl 
you  was  seasoned  thereby.  I  have  been,  since  rny  retum^ 
nialving  some  proficieDcy  in  the  holy  school.  I  left  yoiir 
land  with  a  holy  quiet,  and  knew  upon  my  return  the  royal 
diadem  upon  me.  I  have  known  the  withdrawing  of  the 
pure  river,  which  is  the  cause  of  solid  joy  to  those  who  are 
replenished  by  it  I  have  seldom  in  the  course  of  my 
experience  known  so  dipping  a  time.  The  day  again  hath 
dawned,  in  which  the  mysteries  couched  in  darkness^  and 
sealed  for  a  time,  are  opened,  as  well  as  the  requisite  labour 
of  the  day ;  that  I  find  when  the  cloud  is  taken  off  the  taber- 
nade,  the  voice  is  very  near  to  call  to  fresh  labour ;  and, 
methinks,  in  a  hanabling  sense  of  the  worthiness  of  our 
Master  to  be  ever  served,  all  within  me  says,  O  Lord,  give 
me  thy  presence,  in  which  is  all  thin|^,  and  let  prompt 
obedience  be  my  return  for  ever !  Oh  that  it  might  also  be 
thy  happy  lot  to  know  the  feast  of  dedication,  for  in  the 
solemn  day  of  dedication  of  the  temple  to  God  a  glorious 
feast  is  ever  held.  I  am  abundantly  convinced  the  Author 
of  all  sure  mercies  would  have  it  so ;  and  if  Solomon*s  choice 
of  wisdom  be  thine,  He  will  array  thee  with  distinguished 
glory ;  if  otherwise,  the  event  is  fixed,  He  wiU  cast  off  and 
rgect 

 It  is  time  to  conclude,  which  I  cannot  well  without 

a  testimony  of  affectionate  remembrance  of  thy  wife  and 
children,  for  whose  true  help  and  establishment  m  the  best 
things  I  am  concerned,  even  with  a  distinguished  anxiety. 
May  you,  their  parents,  by  living  example  show  them  the 
way  to  rest  and  peace,  and  thereby  a  peaceful  acquittance 
in  the  day  of  inquisition  will  be  obtained,  and  I  trust  the 
solid  satisfaction  of  seeing  in  this  tife  those  fruits  of  Heaven's 
blessing  on  your  zeal  and  care,  which  may  be  year's,  and 
your  children's  everlasting  rejoicing. 

Remember,  I  entreat  you,  dear  children,  and  humbly 
seek  Him  in  youth,  for  religion  and  holy  fear  is  the  best 
embellishment  of  youth,  and  the  safe  and  only  guide  through 
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die  difficulties  and  snares  of  life,  as  well  as  Ihe  excellent 
companion  and  solace  of  declining  ^  ears. 

S.  F. 

JOHN  PEMBE&TON  TO  8AMUBL  FOTHERGILL. 

Philadelphia,  2nd  Mo.,  19th,  1757. 

On  the  8th  instant  1  reeeiTed  thy  very  affectionate 
epistle.  The  kind  expressions  of  regard  and  good  wishes 
for  my  welfare  which  it  containsi  affected  my  mind  with  a 
degree  of  reverent  thankfulness,  and  with  a  desire  that  ny 
attention  and  solicitude  might  increase  steadily  to  pnrsiie 
the  path  of  peace,  whether  it  is  joyous  or  afflicting;  for  I 
hare  felt,  and  with  awM  weight,  the  danger  of  missing  the 
crown;  and  latdy  my  sitnation  was  dismal,  and  thus  con- 
tinned  a  long  time,  so  that  I  was  entirely  without  hope, 
yet  sttbserit>ed  to  the  Almighty*s  justice;  and  though  the 
prospect  of  an  eternal  separation,  and  an  inheritance  of 
inexpressible  misery,  was  beyond  utterance  distressing,  yet 
I  was  fitted  with  deep  anxiety  for  the  tender  youth  whose 
feet  might  be  turned  out  of  die  path,  or  gready  iijured  in 
their  journey,  if,  by  beuag  left  to  myself,  I  should  commit 
anything  that  might  bring  a  reproach ;  and  though  prayer 
was  cut  oflf,  yet  was  I  resolved  I  would  live  as  near  to  that 
which  I  thought  right,  as  weak  reason  would  suggest,  or 
was  in  my  power.  At  length  the  long-suffering  and  gracious 
Being  was  pleased  to  favour  with  a  degree  of  light,  in  a  time 
unexpected,  and  a  prospect  of  duty  seemed  to  open,  to 
which  I  seemed  ireely  resigned,  but  afterwards  that  vanished, 
and  I  enjoyed  a  calm,  and  was  willing  to  do  or  to  suffer  any 
thing  to  be  under  the  Divine  nodce. 

May  my  spirit  reverendy  magnify  the  Lord,  and  rqolce 
with  fear  in  the  all-merciful  God,  whose  tender  dealings 
with  us  cannot  be  fidly  set  forth.  The  frecdcHn  with  which 
thou  hast  written  to  me,  and  die  &theriy  care  manifested 
when  present,  have  made  me  thus  free,  bdieving  thou  wast 
not  altogether  insensible  of  my  situation,  and  the  danger 
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tliat  attended  mc  when  thoa  wrote,  for  many  of  thy  expres- 
sions were  applicable,  (for  too  great  inattention  has  been 
my  fsdling,)  and  indeed  I  am  surrounded  with  infirmity,  and 
darkness  often  covers  me. 

John  Pbmbeaton. 

SAMUEL  FOTBBROILL  TO  JAMBS  PEMBERTON. 

Warrington,  2th  Mo.,  S6, 1767. 

The  ground  of  that  pure  and  true  ftiendship  which 
subsisted  betwixt  our  worthy  fathers,  was  doubtless  In  that 
lore  which  remains  throughout  all  generations ;  and  as  the 
natursl  descendants  from  fellow  members  so  united,  abide 
in  the  same  Iofo  and  pure  fiiendship  with  the  CTer-liTing 
Head,  the  union  will  remain  undiminished,  and  the  present, 
as  well  as  the  past,  will  mske  us  as  epistles  in  one  aaothec^s 
hearts. 

Two  expressions  have  often,  since  we  parted,  moved  in 
my  mind  to  apply  to  thee,  with  eanest  decree  they  may 
have  due  place.  The  first  Is  this: — Know  thy  place.  I 
am  made  fiiUy  sensible  the  Lord  of  the  ftunily  hath  designed 

one  for  thee,  in  bis  house,  to  bear  up  the  ark  in  these  times, 
when  it  is  grievously  shaken.  For  this  end  hath  he  vouch- 
safed the  visitation  of  life  and  understanding,  and  bath  at 
times  taught  thee  to  travail  in  spirit  for  the  cause,  and 
admitted  thee  to  the  tribulation  of  the  companions  of  Jesus ; 
a  fellowship  not  eligible  to  many,  who  would  have  the  cause 
to  prosper,  but  not  concur  in  the  promotion  of  it,  in  them- 
selves or  others.  Let  not  the  embarrassments  of  this  world, 
neither  the  commerce  of  it,  nor  its  stupifying  fears  and  tur- 
bulent Commotions,  divert  from  an  honest  inquiry  after  thy 
proper  place  in  the  church.  There  is  all  our  safety  and 
rest.  In  stormy  times,  these  know,  such  is  the  excellency 
of  Zioii's  dwelling  place,  none  can  make  her  afraid.  A 
stone  in  a  building  is  not  serviceable  merely  for  ils  fdling  a 
vacancy,  but,  being  skiituUy  placed,  it  keeps  (^lhtr^  al><i  m 
theirs  i  it  covers  some,  and  supports  others  ^  that  the  share 
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every  stone  has  in  the  support  of  an  edifice  is  worthy  of 
religious  application.  An  humble  application  to  the  holy 
Workman  to  square  and  fit,  and  a  sincere  yet  fervent  resig- 
nation to  be  placed  where  He  will,  will  in  his  own  time 
fully  instnict  what  is  our  place,  and  fix  us  therein.  Having 
known  thy  place,  and  entered  therein,  abide  there, —  was 
the  other  hint  which  spread  in  my  heart  towards  thee. 
Beware  of  being  turned  out  of  it,  by  auy  uf  iliose  sug^;(  sLiuus 
which  an  unwearied  enemy  h  t  quently  raises.  One  seem- 
ingly plausible  is  the  want  of  proper  qualification ;  but 
whence  this  want  ?  Is  it  of  tlie  Lord  of  perfection  tliat  the 
people  are  lame  and  defective,  or  of  themselves?  lie  is 
infinitely  full  ui  all  we  want,  and  would  make  our  feet  firm 
upon  the  mountains,  and  therein  beautiful.  Beware  of 
arraigning  a  wisdom  that  is  deep  and  high ;  yea,  unfathoin- 
ably  so  in  the  building  of  his  house,  and  the  choice  of  the 
several  parts  thereof ;  for  where  this  spirit  prevails  that  puts 
off  labour,  and  slides  away  with  the  plea  ot  unlitness,  it 
hastens  their  rejection  from  the  house  of  God ;  and  alas ! 
theu,  what  fabric  can  they  flee  to,  in  the  stonuy  day  of  His 
power  and  wrath  ? 

Inwardly  dwell  in  His  pure  preserving  fear.  Let  not  the 
world  lift  up  above  thy  proper  place,  in  reverence  of  heart 
and  chastity  towards  the  Beloved:  let  not  the  extensive 
concerns  of  iiKTchandise  (lawful  in  themselves)  be  carried 
to  such  a  degree,  as  u>  induce  to  forget  the  pearl  hid  in  the 
fiekl ;  and  I  humbly  hope  thou  wilt  attain  and  retain  that 
rest  which  is  stedfast  and  immoveable,  rejoice  thyself,  and 
teach  others  also  how  to  rejoice  in  the  stability  of  God*8 
salvation. 

Farewell,  dear  friend ;  may  the  most  substantial  of  all 
blessings  be  diligently  enough  sought,  and  it  will  be  found^ 
and  be  an  excellent  defence.   Thine  ia  sincere  affection, 

In  the  spring  of  the  year  1757,  S.  Fothergill  had  aa  alarming 
illness,  which  lasted  a  considerable  time.  The  exertion  and 
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fatigue  he  had  undergone  in  America;  the  long  journeys  on 
boraeback  wbicb  he  iras  in  the  constant  habit  of  performing; 
the  nature  of  his  public  senrieesy  and  the  many  engagements 
which  incessantly  occupied  his  mind,  all  combined  to 
produce  a  serious  effisct  upon  his  oonstitntion,  from  which 
it  nerer  afterwards  fidly  recovered. 

His  strength  was  on  this  occasion  ^eatly  reduced^  and 
his  recovery  was  slow.  It  is  thus  mentioned  in  the  journal 
of  his  intimate  friend^  Catherine  Pay  ton: — "  (4th  Mo.,  9tb, 
"  1757.) — We  went  to  Warrington,  whete  a  renewed  oee»- 
"  sion  of  thankfulness  to  gracious  Providence  was  adminis* 
**  tered,  by  the  probability  of  the  recoveiy  of  our  dear  friend 
**  Samuel  Fothergill,  from  an  indisposition  wherein  bis  life 
"  bad  been  despaired  of.  This  bad  much  af}'cclcd  my  mind, 
*•  from  the  consideration  of  the  great  loss  the  Church  would 
**  sustain  by  his  removal,  and  myself  as  an  nidh  ulual 
**  member  thereof;  yet  durst  I  nol  iisk  his  longer  continu- 
**  ancc,  in  this  state  of  trials  and  dangers,  knowing  that  if 
•*  divino  wisdom  called  him  out  of  it  now,  it  would  certainly 
**  be  in  the  best  time.** 


ABRAHAM  FABRINGTON  TO  SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL. 

Newtown,  near  Carlisle,  8rd  Mo.,  19th,  1757. 

Yesterday  I  was  at  Carlisle  Monthly  Meeting ;  it 
was  large.  1  had  been  very  weak  for  several  tlav  s,  but  was 
helped  much  that  day ;  the  helping  hand  was  near.  I  have 
often  found  it  has  been  the  way  in  which  I  have  been  led 
deep  into  suffering,  both  in  body  aiid  mind,  to  be  prepared 
to  do  a  good  or  great  work ;  and,  after  it,  must  be  brought 
down  again,  almost,  as  it  seems,  near  to  death.  Oh ! 
astonishing!  why  must  it  so  be,  or  so  suffered?  but  to  l<ocp 
the  creatures  from  glorying ;  and  to  prepare  it  for  anoLher 
work,  it  must  be  marred.  O,  let  it  be  in  the  Potter's  hand, 
new  made  for  every  work.  Had  1  been  a  silver  or  a  golden 
vessel,  the  marvel  need  not  have  been  so  great   Silver  or 
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gold  will  melt  easily,  and  not  lose  either  Tirtiie  or  weight ; 
but  wooden  vessels  eannot  bear  the  fire^  but  deep  scouring, 
robbing,  and  scalding  tbej  must  bare,  to  take  out  the  scent 
they  are  apt  to  contract.  So  that  I  find  that  saying  rmnains 
true,  and  will  stand  for  ever,  ''Every  branch  in  me  that 
beareth  fruit,  my  Heavenly  Father  purgeth  It  that  it  may 
bring  forth  more  fruit  ;**  and  again,  ''whom  the  Lord  loveth 
he  chasteneth,*^  and  those  who  are  without  it,  or  do  not  love 
it,  are  bastards.  O,  what  need  we  have  of  patience,  after 
we  have  done  the  will  of  our  Master,  to  wait  for  the  promise. 
New  whetting,  new  grinding,  new  melting,  seems  to  be,  I 
think,  the  lot  of  poor  instruments  and  vessels,  for  the  work 
is  new  ;  but  who  are  we,  that  we  should  reply,  or  ask  the 
qucslicu,  Why  hast  thou  mafic  me  thus,  subject  to  change 
ov  \)v  changed?  It  nuiy  be,  if  we  can  be  enough  passive, 
am]  content,  from  being  marred  in  our  own  eyes,  Uie  change 
may  be  from  glory  to  glory. 

What  am  I  wriliug,  or  to  whom?  if  I  have  gone  too  far, 
do  not  expose  me. 

Abrahaw  Farrinoton. 

doctor  fothergill  to  samuel  fotuergill. 

London,  8rd  Mo.,  3 1st,  1757. 

Yesterday  I  received  an  agreeable  account  from 
cousin  Charles  Chorley  of  thy  recovery.  As  soon  as  thy 
strength,  the  weather,  and  tlu  roads  permit,  the  easy  motion 
of  a  carriage  will  ]>t  r}ia]is  be  beuelicial :  be  very  careful, 
however,  of  ilir  first  cold^  for  this  may  plunge  thee  again 
into  great  difTu  ulties. 

 This,  I  hope,  will  hnd  thee  fast  recruiting,  and 

if  not  yet  able  to  write  thyself,  yet  let  us  hear  from  thee 
through  some  channrl,  as  often  as  possible.  I  must  leave 
to  our  sister,  ibr  a  while,  the  management  of  a  corrwpond- 
ence  which  is  one  of  the  principal  pleasures  I  enjoy.  But 
I  am  almost  oppressed  at  present,  though  I  trust  it  will  not 
be  of  long  continuance;  and  I  write  this  after  having 
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monnted  not  lew  than  fiftj  single  pain  of  aUira  to-day,  and 
some  of  them  at  no  sma]l  distance  from  each  other;  but 
whilst  I  have  any  sense  left  lemaining,  whether  I  am  able 
to  express  it  or  not,  I  shall  always  remain  tby  affectionate 
brother. 


B.  M.  and  myself  were  faToured  to  get  well  to 
Stafford,  the  next  evening  after  setting  ont  oo  the  journey. 
The  next  day  was  extremely  wet,  and  perhaps  prored  a 
sufficient  excuse  to  some  of  our  brethren  in  profession  for 
their  not  attending  the  monthly  and  quarterly  meetings, 
both  held  there;  the  number  of  those  who  came  was  rery 
small ;  I  think  not  above  a  dozen  or  fourteen  men,  and  not 
more  women;  among  the  latter  was  dear  C.  Payton,  to 
whom  I  believe  it  was  a  day  of  suflering  and  pain.  She 
intimated  her  willingness  to  see  some  of  their  families  at 
home,  and,  much  to  my  unexpected  pleasure,  intimated  a 
freedom  that  I  might  accompany  her  therein. 

I  thought  a  little  of  the  matter,  and  hoped,  if  I  proved 
not  in  her  way,  or  burdensome,  it  might  be  an  additional 
opportunity  of  improvement  to  myself,  among  the  many  put 
into  my  hands  by  a  gracious  Ood,  whose  long-continued 
willingness  for  my  help  famishes  matter  of  humble  admira- 
tion and  thankfulness,  with  a  degree  of  whi^  I  wbh  my 
mind  may  be  daily  clothed;  being  satisfied  I  am  distm- 
guished  by  receiving  many  mercies,  and  peculiar  marks  of 
unmerited  long-neglected  favours.  O  llial  the  time  past,  in 
wliich  niv  heart  has  been  luu  mucli  attached  to  lying 
vaiutius,  iiiu^  be  properh,  aiul  theu  will  it  be  profitably. 


SAMUEL  EMLEN  TO  SAMUEL  FOTHGRGILL. 


Dudley,  4th  Mo.,  4tb,  1757. 
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reflected  upom,  quickeniiig  to  greater  care  and  vigilance 
in  the  important  work  of  true  reUgion,  the  oeceMify  of 
which,  at  times,  is  in  mercy  shown  me. 

I  am  painfuUy  sensible,  that  although  I  was,  early  after 
my  coming  to  Wanington,  called  upon  in  yonr  meeting, 
in  the  words  of  the  apostle,  ^*0,  Timothy,  keep  that 
which  is  committed  to  thy  trust,  avoiding  profane  and  rain 
babblings;**  an  inattention  to  the  former  hath  been  an  inlet 
to  the  latter,  and,  to  my  unwary  mind,  hath  been  a  destrac- 
ti?e  snare  of  the  adversaiy,  who,  alas,  persuades  too  many 
of  (he  unguarded  youth,  that  if  they  refrain  from  those 
things  accounted  among  men  immoral,  they  are  then  safe 
from  noxious  things;  and  by  this  q>ecious  delusion,  my 
sorrowful  experience  bears  me  witness,  a  seeking  after  that 
most  desirable  knowledge,  of  a  growth  in  spiritual  under- 
standing and  divine  favours,  is  diverted.  Hence  come 
leanness  and  poverty,  which,  if  not  timely  fled  from,  produce 
death;  against  which  I  desire  to  be  more  watchful  than  in 
the  former  part  of  my  time,  and  hope,  when  it  is  well  with 
thee,  for  thy  future  breathings  on  my  behalf,  to  that  Being 
with  whom  is  aO-sufficiency. 

The  sorrowful  news  from  Ireland  of  the  Church's  loss, 
and  the  afflicting  dispensation  allotted  to  S.  Neale,  in  the 
death  of  my  dear  mother  in  the  Truth,  Mary  Peislcy,  quickly 
spread  thus  far;  an  additional  evidence  of  the  uncertain 
continuance  of  all  sublunaiy  things,  which  I  wish  may 
awaken  me  to  more  strict  consideration  thereof  and  dili- 
gence to  endeavour,  as  much  as  in  me  lies,  to  follow  the 
footsteps  of  that  truly  worthy  woman,  of  whom  I  have  this 
testimony,  that  of  all  the  people  within  the  compass  of  my 
knowledge,  I  think  none  were  more  watchftdly  circumspect  at 
all  times  than  she ;  though  now  gone  from  works  to  rewards, 
I  hope  the  lemembrance  of  her  will  be  often  livingly  fresh 
in  my  mind  for  my  own  instruction.  The  endearing  love 
which  subsisted  between  her  and  dear  C.  P.,  will  render 
the  trial  to  the  latter  great;  she  knows  where  in  time  past 
she  has  found  support,  and  I  hope  will  be  yet  enabled  to 
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tniBt  in  HiiD»  who  remains  to  the  upright  nnalterahly  faithful 
and  all-sufficient. 

My  good  wishes  are  towards  thy  brother  Josephs  family^ 
to  some  of  whom  the  ▼isitataon  of  divine  love  is  extended, 
to  the  humbling  of  their  minds  at  times ;  may  ihey  prise 
the  mercy  while  afforded.  The  contrition  under  which  I 
have  sometimes  seen  Sarah*  has  affected  my  mind,  and 
raised  dedres  that  she  may  now,  in  the  time  of  youth,  the 
most  acceptable  season,  be  prevailed  with  to  embrace  tha^ 
which  wOl  furnish  true  peace  and  durable  comfort,  when  the 
most  pleasing  of  tempond  enjoyments  sink  into  very  nothing* 
ness,  with  respect  to  any  satisfaction  in  their  power  to  yield. 

SaMU£L  EmLEN,  J  UN. 

SAMUEL  FOTHEROILL  TO  ISRAEL  PEHBERTON. 

Warnugton,  4th  Mo.,  25th,  1757. 

I  have  had  a  long  indisposition,  being  afflicted 
with  the  rheumatism  and  a  fever,  and,  in  general  apprehen- 
sion, near  my  final  change ;  but  am,  through  mercy,  much 
better  in  my  health,  though  vexy  weak,  and  have  but  at 
times  the  use  of  my  hand. 

Neither  absence,  nor  sickness,  nor  any  oth^  circumstance 
hath  impaired  that  love  unfeigned  I  bear  to  thee,  thy  dear 
wife,  and  children;  a  love  flowing  from  a  pure  fountwn, 
which  would  effectually  wash  all  our  garments  from  every 
thing  unlovely,  if  we  enough  sought  and  waited  for  its 
baptizing  virtue^  and  would  present  us  without  spot  or 
wrinkle  to  our  holv  Head. 

I  have  found  it  very  necessary  to  bow  in  heart  to  the  rod 
with  which  the  Heavenly  Father  has  pleased  to  chastise 
me,  and  with  inward  and  outward  distress  to  humble  into 
very  dust  before  him.  A  time  of  profitable  searching  I  trust 
I  have  had;  and  may  it  evermore  remain,  and  its  result  as 
a  nail  fastened  in  a  sure  place.  We  serve  a  wise,  gracious 

♦  The  second  daugliter  of  Joseph  Fotbenjill,  afterwards  Sarah 
Hird.    She  died  at  Leeds,  3rd  Mo.,  31st,  1819,  aged  78. 
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master,  and  yet,  even  after  we  have  done  our  duty,  and 
laboured  according  to  the  present  direction  and  portion  of 
strength,  wc  have  need  of  patience,  for  in  tht  inscrutable 
treasure-house  of  our  Master  is  reserved  our  wages.  Oh  that 
such  may  be  our  fidelity,  through  the  various  revolutions  of 
our  pilgrimage,  that  nothnig  may  deprive  us  of  our  crown ; 
but  having  received  the  faith  of  our  J.ord  Jesus  Christ,  may 
we  hold  it  fast  without  wavering,  and  receive  its  reward, 
even  the  salvation  ol  our  souls. 

Our  worthy  irirnd  Abraham  Farrington  was  Intrly  well 
in  the  county  of  Durham.  He  has  along  with  him  the  most 
nnquustionable  seals  to  his  commission,  and  is  amongst  us 
in  the  fulness  of  the  gnspcl  power  to  search  out  the  hidden 
things  of  Esau,  and  is  a  nursing  father  to  the  tender  plants. 

I  am  greatly  obliged  to  thee  for  the  extracts  of  the 
proceedings  of  your  Yearly  Meeting,  and  glad  to  henr  yon 
were  favoured  with  the  overshadowing  of  tlic  Holy  Wing  in 
it,  and  blessed  with  a  spirit  of  mutual  condescension.  I 
hope  all  things  will  work  together  for  good,  as  the  meek, 
suffering  nature  of  the  Lamb  is  abode  in. 

I  was  supported  by  the  Hand  which  has  been  often  near 
to  my  help,  to  labour  honestly  in  London,  and  not  ashamed 
of  the  gospel  of  Christ  my  Lord.  Many  of  the  warmest 
opposers  of  the  progress  of  the  Church  from  strength  to 
strength,  were  at  their  countiy  bouses.  But  I  expect  the 
united  attack  of  such  will  be  upon  me  at  the  Yearly  Meeting. 
But  J  know  who  has  covered  my  head  hitherto,  and  I 
humbly  beg  for  wisdom  and  counsel  and  strength  in  the 
field  of  battle,  in  which  I  shall  find  myself  necessarily 
engaged. 

Dear  worthy  M.  Peisley  is  now  beyond  the  reach  of 
reproach,  having  suddenly  finisluMl  her  course,  and  gone 
down  to  the  grave,  in  the  highest  degree  of  splendour,  and 
the  glory  of  her  Master's  countenance,  which  waji  most 
eminently,  nay,  in  a  double  portion,  with  her  for  some  weeks 
before  her  final  change.  She  was  married  to  Samuel  Neale 
the  17th,  taken  ill  two  days  afterwards,  and  departed  the  20th 
of  last  month,  to  the  great  loss  of  the  poor  withering  Church 
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in  Ireland.  But  unsearchable  is  the  wisdom,  and  perfect 
the  goodness  of  God,  who  rules  in  heaven  and  on  earth. 

I  cannot  make  retaliation  of  the  favours  and  kindness  I  ha^e 
received  from  thee  and  thy  family.  My  most  ardent  wishes 
are  for  all  your  prosperity,  and  growth  up  into  heavenly 
places  in  Christ  our  lioly  head ;  that  the  blessings  of  heaven 
and  its  fruitful  dew  may  be  known  to  lie  upon  your 
branches,  yea,  Lu  remain  there  long;  that  even  beyond  your 
excellent  progenitors,  your  blessings  may  extend ;  and  thus 
would  Eternal  Fulness  plenteously  diffuse  more  and  more 
through  the  families  of  his  people  ibe  riches  of  all  ages,  as 
they  aie  made  the  chieicbl  joy. 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  ABRAHAM  DARBY.* 

Warrington,  5th  Mo.,  Hili,  1757. 

Thine  I  received  this  day,  and  have  to  acknow- 
ledge, Willi  gratitutlc  to  the  gracious  Preserver  of  men,  T  am 
much  recovered  from  my  late  indisposition,  though  yet 
weak,  and  not  altogether  free  Irom  pain. 

I  nevertheless  hope  to  reacli  the  Yearly  Meeting  in 
London,  and  am  necessarily  obliged  to  make  it  as  easy  a 
joui  iit  y  as  I  can.  1  hope  to  be  at  Coventry  the  day  thou 
mentions,  and  have  thought  of  easing  myself  now  and  then 
by  the  use  of  a  ])ost  chaise.  I  am  under  some  engagement 
of  mind  to  attend  a  meeting  in  this  neighbourhood  next  lirst 
day  but  one,  and  am  really  unfit  to  make  any  excursions 
out  of  the  direct  road,  unless  duty  absolutely  required. 

With  tlie  utmost  sincerity,  I  wish  thy  daughter  Hannah 
much  happiness.  May  Jesus  be  called  to  her  marriage, 
and  every  real  blessing  be  extended,  in  the  wise  proportions 
of  p  tern  111  mercy  and  wisdom.  Let  not  the  transient  glare 
jof  this  world,  nor  its  fallactous  promises,  bring  a  veil  over 

*  Abraham  Darby  died  at  Coalbrookdale,  3d  Mo.,  disk,  1763. 
The  jnaniage  here  mentioned  was  that  of  bis  daughter  Hannah  to 
Riehard  Reynolds. 
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that  beauty  which  is  in  liolinc^s,  or  impair  iii  her  vit  w  the 
loveliness  of  that  one  in  a  thousand,  "  fairer  than  the  cljil'lren 
of  men,"  whom  she  has  sometimes  beheld  in  measure:  all 
visibles  are  fleeting;  all  lower  connexions,  however  tender, 
endearing,  and  Inudable,  liable  to  dissolution  ;  but  he  that 
loved  us  and  gave  himself  for  us  reiBains  the  Ancient  of 
Days,  yet  new  everj'  morning.  Let  your  example,  oh 
parents !  impress  these  truths  deeply  on  your  offspring,  and 
spread  amongst  those  with  whom  you  have  to  do,  or 
amongst  whom  you  have  to  walk,  lively  examples  of  that 
humility  and  heavenly-mindedness  which  becomes  and 
adorns  those,  who,  well  knowing  the  greatness  of  this  world 
is  a  tempting  snare,  and  yet  an  empty  bubble,  seek  a  city 
which  hath  foundationSy  laid  and  established  before  the 
foundation  of  the  world  was  laid.  Farewell,  beloved  Mendfly 
be  wise,  watchfuL  and  happy. 

S.  F. 

At  the  approach  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  he  w  as  sufficiently 
recovered  to  leave  home,  and  accompanied  his  friend 
Abraham  Farrington  by  easy  stages  to  London,  when  they 
both  attended  that  meeting. 

JOHN  GURNET*  TO  SAMUEL  FOTHERGItL. 

Norwich,  0th  Mo.,  29,  1767. 

When  I  last  parted  from  thee  at  Gravesendy  I  could 
not  think,  if  we  both  lived,  that  I  should  have  missed  seeing 
thee  at  the  first  Yearly  Meeting  in  London  after  thy  return, 
and  which  I  much  longed  for ;  I  am  unavoidably  pievcntcd, 
and  so  must  submit;  I  have  not  missed  above  once  before 
for  twenty -three  years.  I  am  very  glad  and  thankful  it  has 
pleased  Providence  to  permit  thy  safe  return,  and  to  hear 
that  thy  health  is  restored ;  for  I  am  ready  to  believe  there 
was  never  more  need  of  a  nearness  one  to  another;  nor  any 
period,  that,  in  my  remembrance,  called  for  more  circum* 

*  John  Guruey  died  Stb  Mo.,  2d,  1779,  aged  61. 
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spectioD.  We  seem,  from  many  incidents  fallen  out,  more 
noticed  than  ever,  and  according  to  the  shining  of  our  lights 
shall  ve  become  a  blessing  or  a  hindrance  to  those  that  are 
seeking  troth.  I  can  truly  say  I  greatly  wish,  in  our  whole 
conduct,  that  we  may  be  blameless  and  hannless. 

In  this  place  we  have  of  late  had  great  changes,  and 
Thith  has,  in  particnlazs,  operated  very  strongly,  I  may 
safely  add  miracnloiisly ;  the  freethinker,  tfie  libertine,  the 
scof^  having,  in  great  nothingness  and  humility,  been 
deeply  baptized  into  the  spirit  of  the  gospel,  so  that  the  last 
are  become  first,  and  some  that  have  been  cause  of  great 
pain  are  now  a  cause  of  joy.  I  am  sore  I  am  truly  glad 
that  it  is  so^  yet  I  cannot  help  also  desiring,  that  such  as 
by  their  outward  appearance  hare  seemed  first,  may  not  be 
the  very  hindermos^  or  that^  being  centred  in  form  and  ease^ 
they  should  become  lost  to  the  very  savour  of  lif«^  and  so 
be  dry  and  die.  May  all  be  incited  to  more  and  more 
diligence,  by  seeing  the  invitation  of  our  great  Lord 
embraced  by  such  as  have  long  dwelt  in  unbelief,  and  have, 
as  it  were,  wasted  their  substance  in  a  strange  land. 

I  know  not  what  I  shall  urge  for  my  writing  thee  thus; 
but  I  found  a  desire  to  salute  thee  in  a  few  lines. 

Thy  afi'ectionate  friend, 

John  Gdri<ey. 

CATHERfNE  PAYTON  TO  SAMUEL  FOTHEROILL. 

Woodbridge,  6th  Mo.,  Sist,  1767. 

In  that  love  which  neither  time  nor  distance  can 
efface — which  breathes  health  and  salvation  to  all,  and 
especially  to  the  heritage  of  God — do  I  salute  thee,  with 
ardent  desires  for  thy  preservation  and  yet  firmer  establish- 
ment on  the  eternal  Rock,  which  I  am  sure  I  find  it  necessary 
daily  to  press  after,  and  believe  it  to  be  so  for  all,  however 
advanced  in  eiperience^  or  dignified  with  divine  honour, 
who  are  yet  in  a  state  of  progression,  and  may  advance  in 
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gloiy  and  holy  stability.  And  inasmach  as  we  may  aclmow* 
ledge^  with  humble  gratitnde,  that  the  Lofd  our  God  has 
done  much  for  us,  and  in  his  own  wisdom  and  power  exalted 
ns  above  many  of  his  aerrants,  may  we  be  still  concerned 
that  his  own  image^  which  is  purity  and  perfection,  may  be 
more  and  more  conspicuous  in  all  our  works ;  that  we  may 
be  examples  to  the  believers,  in  word,  in  conversation,  in 
doctrine,  in  spirit,  in  faith,  in  purity. 

Through  infinite  favour,  I  am  got  thus  far,  1  hope  well, 
on  my  journey,  having  been  helped  by  the  mighty  Helper  to 
discharge  ray  duty  beyond  my  expectation  or  desert;  and 
also  made  subject  to  the  humbling  dispensations  of  his 
providence,  so  that  it  has  been  little  to  me  whether  I  was 
clothed  with  the  royal  robe,  or  made  to  appear  naked  and 
barefoot  in  the  view  of  the  people,  if  the  name  of  my  God 
might  but  be  honoured  in  and  by  me ;  both  which  states 
have  been  remarkably  my  lot,  and  I  believe  will  be  measure* 
ably  so,  of  all  the  vessels  that  are  made  and  preserved 
honourable  in  the  Lord's  house — they  must  be  stripped  of 
themselves,  and  have  all  former  experience  taken  away ;  so 
shall  their  ministry  be  more  and  more  refined,  and  effectual 
to  the  end  for  which  it  is  appointed ;  and  though  it  appear 
less  in  measure,  it  will  be  more  in  weight.  It  is  not,  my 
dear  fiiend,  because  thou  art  ignorant  of  these  things,  that  I 
write  them,  but  as  they  fireely  offer  to  my  pen,  I  drop  them 
simply :  perhaps  by  such  iree  communication  we  may  read 
each  other  in  the  life,  and  be  incited  to  persevere  in  the 
heavenly  race. 

I  am  favoured  with  an  agreeable  companion  in  Sophia 
Hume,  and  John  Kendall  has  given  up  to  accompany  us  in 
our  intended  journey  to  Holland,  who  I  ralber  hope  will  be 
more  serviceable  tbmi  some  Friends  may  expect,  as  he  has 
of  late  years  been  industriously  improving  himself  in  the 
language :  so  far  as  I  can  yet  discover,  Ptovidence  smiles 
on  the  undertaking,  and  I  humbly  hope  will  favour  us  with 
peace  thmin. 

Cathbrinx  Fayton. 
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.  MARY  PEBfBBRTON  TO  SAMUEL  FOTHBROIUU 

Philadelphia,  6Ui  Mo.,  29th,  1757. 

 I  marvel  not  at  the  low,  stripping  aeasoiis 

thou  hast  experieDoed,  since  thy  return  from  such  an  engage- 
ment ;  and  indeed  it  is  a  manifest  token  of  the  peculiar 
regard  of  Infinite  Wisdom  and  Hercj,  to  administer  a  balance 
of  this  sort  to  his  favouiite  children,  who  are  indulged  with 
large  attainments,  and  blessed  with  precious  endowments, 
that  through  every  dispensation  of  his  providence  they  may 
be  preserved  in  an  humble  dependence  upon  the  strength  of 
His  everlasting  arm,  whose  faithfulness  failelh  not. 

It  was,  dear  friend,  with  a  considerable  degree  of  concern 
we  heard  of  thy  late  illness;  and  I  think  I  may  say  for  all 
thy  friends,  that  I  do  believe  titers  never  was  a  friend  amongst 
us  remembered  with  a  greater  degree  of  esteem,  or  more 
unfeigned  love,  than  thyself.  The  aspect  of  our  afiiurs 
appears  more  and  more  gloomy,  and  the  "Lord  alone  knows 
what  will  be  the  event  of  these  commotions  in  the  earth; 
in  the  midst  of  which,  all  that  the  humble  have  to  hope  for 
is,  that  they  may  see  Jerusalem  a  quiet  haUtation,  a  taber- 
nacle that  shall  not  be  trodden  down.  He  is  sufficient  to 
exalt  his  own  name  and  power,  by  ways  and  means  which 
are  not  to  be  comprehended  by  the  finite,  limited  compre- 
hensions of  men,  though  the  clouds  are  darkened  by  an 
impending  storm. 

Daniel  Slautuu  desires  to  be  particularly  remembered  to 
ihcc  :  ihy  letter  to  him  was  particularly  acceptable,  and  very 
serviceable,  as  it  came  iii  a  necdtul  time,  and  \vas  e  xpressive 
of  that  sympathy  and  regard  which  is  truly  an  emanation  of 
the  divine  mind,  and  which  that  alone  can  inspire  the  soul 
with  ;  it  could  not  have  been  more  suitably  adapted  had 
thi»u  kuowu  his  circumstances,  be  being  then  very  low  in 
miud. 

Mary  Pehbrbton. 
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Id  the  6th  Months  1707,  SuDuel  Fotfaergill  attended  the 
Quarterly  Meeting  at  Yoi^  and  the  following  eurcnmstance 
is  related  of  Mm.  He  had  been  largely  engaged  in  the 
ndnietiy,  and  was  at  that  time  in  great  repnte  among 
Friends  everywhere;  his  company  was  much  soaght,  and 
many  appeared  to  strive  who  should  shew  him  most  attention. 
He  was  earnestly  pressed  to  stay  and  attend  the  meetings 
on  the  ensoing  first  day.  An  aged  woman,  from  the  country, 
a  plain,  honest  Friend,  believing  him  to  be  in  some  danger 
i^om  the  caresses  of  the  people,  took  him  aside,  and  repeated 
the  passage,  When  Jesus  perceived  that  the  people  would 
take  him  by  force  and  make  him  a  Ung,  he  departed  into  the 
mountain  himself  alone.  S.  Fothergill  saw  the  force  and 
wisdom  of  the  advice ;  he  took  his  horse,  and  quietly  departed 
towards  home;  and  when  aftewards  adverting  to  the  cireum* 
stance,  he  always  spoke  of  it  as  an  excellent  admonition. 


CATHERINE  PATTON  TO  SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL. 

Norwich,  7th  Mo.,  6tb,  1767. 

I  cannot  quite  easily  leave  the  nation,  without 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  thy  truly  acceptable  and 
seasonable  salutation  in  this  city,  wherein  I  have  indeed 
been  partaker  of  the  snifering  of  die  righteous  seed,  which  I 
fear  is  oppressed  in  the  hearts  of  most  of  the  professors  of 
TVuth*  Our  meetings  are  much  frequented  by  many  people 
of  other  societies,  who  have  an  ear  open  to  the  testimony  of 
Truth,  and  some  are  convinced  and  settled  amongst  FHends, 
fordiTcrs  of  whom  I  hope  well;  but,  alas!  the  numerous 
company  of  preachers  is  far  ftom  administering  joy  to  me ; 
I  am  afraid  many  of  them  are  imtimely  births,  and  some 
bastards ;  and  these,  perhaps,  make  the  greatest  noise,  and 
are  in  danger  of  hurting  the  few  trae-bom  children,  whose 
judgment  has  not  yet  acquired  strength  to  distingoisfa  from 
whence  the  voices  which  are  uttered  are ;  and  seeing  how 
some,  whO|  I  doubt,  have  little  root  in  experience,  appear 
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great  in  the  branches  of  doctrine,  they  may,  on  conaiderbg 
how  litUe  and  fooliih  they  appear,  be  diseonnged  from 
coming  up  in  their  serrices,  or  unwarily  led  to  an  imitation 
of  that,  which,  to  a  discerning  eye,  is  apparently  some  of 
the  wares  of  mystery,  Babylon. 

I  am  now  nearly  dear  of  them,  and  hope  I  may  say  I 
have  in  a  good  degree  discharged  myself  faithfully;  for 
which,  perhaps,  I  may  not  go  uncensnred;  for  Ibeliereit 
appeara  somewhat  strange  and  ungrateful  to  hear  one  cry, 

A  sword!**  in  opposition  to  such  as  hare  cried,  Peace!* 
But  (or  I  am  mistiJcen,)  there  is  occasion  for  such  doctrine, 
eren  to  the  chiefs  amongst  them,  some  of  whom,  I  fear,  are 
too  much  clothed  with  spiritual  pride. 

I  deliTered  thy  message  of  love  to  —  9  but  not 

fiilly  in  thy  own  terms.  I  malie  no  doubt  of  his  having 
been  of  honourable  descent,  and  of  considerable  service  in 
the  Church ;  but,  if  I  feel  aright,  a  renewed  baptism  is  neces- 
sary for  him.  I  should  scarcely  write  thus,  did  I  not  fear 
that  the  Imowledge  of  hu  standing  in  the  relation  with  thee 
which  thou  expresses,  would  ratiier  tend  to  exalt  than 
humble  him,  I  lodge  at  Heniy  Oumey^s ;  I  feel  a  consi- 
derable neaxnesa  of  spirit  to  him,  and  to  Edmund  and  his 
mother. 

Although  suffering  is  my  lot,  my  good  Master  deals  boun- 
tifully with  me,  in  resigning  my  spirit  to  the  various  dispen- 
sations  of  his  providence,  and  sometimes  raising  me,  in  his 
own  power,  to  testify  to  his  eternal  Truth.  Oh  !  my  dear 
friend,  may  I  never  forsake  the  way  of  his  commandments, 
in  which  there  is  light,  peace,  and  joy  unspeakable.  I  can 
say  truly,  that  I  fear  nothing  so  much  as  being  debilitated 
for  his  service,  by  taking  any  crooked  step  through  life. 
Let  what  will  in  the  course  of  liis  uncmng  providence  attend 
me,  I  am  at  pre^^mt  rcsi^uLtl  ihcrcto,  if  happily  the  mark  of 
preservation  may  but  be  set  upon  me.  It  is  true,  as  tliou 
observest,  "  the  conflicts  of  the  passage  are  arduous."  I 
need  thy  prayers,  not  only  in  the  present  weighty  engage- 
ment, but  perhaps  more  so  in  my  future  trials,  and,  through 
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mercy,  I  feel  thou  canst  not  withhold  them,  for  the  Lord  has 

opened  our  hearts  in  intercession  one  for  another,  having 
singularly  united  us  in  tlie  best  relationship  ;  may  our  eyes 
be  kept  allLntl\c  to  th;it  wliicli  alone  can  make  us  helpful 


P.  S. — I  am  this  moroing  favoured  with  thine,  which  on 
thy  own  aceoimt  alfords  me  troe  eatisfaetioii*  although  the 
low  state  thou  art  dipped  into  claims  and  obtains  my 
sympathy ;  but  as  I  doubt  not  its  poiDting  to  some  farther 
hd^t  of  glory,  or  being  placed  as  a  defence  on  that  where- 
with divine  wisdom  and  mercy  has  already  clothed  thee, 
pardon  me  if  I  say,  I  rejoice  in  thy  tribulation,  as  I  have 
frequently  done  in  my  own.  I  heartily  join  thee  in  desiring 
that  I  may  be  preserved  humble,  and  hope  that  He  who 
knows  best  how  to  proportion  the  depths  to  the  heights,  for 
the  salvation  of  his  people,  will  administer  baptisms  effectual 
for  that  end.  The  secret  strippings  and  fears  which  I  pass 
through,  are  only  known  to  hira  ;  they  frequLnll)  bi  eatlie 
this  language,  —  I  have  nothing  to  glory  in  but  my  iuiir- 
mities,  and  the  divine  mercy. 


Our  wortliy  friends  C.  Pavtmi  and  S.  Hume  are 
still  here,  with  A.  Farriogton  and  John  Bradford.  Hieir 
company  has  been  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  Friends  in 
general,  and  very  greatly  to  mine,  who  have  the  pleasure  of 
entertaining  them.  I  hope  they  have  had  some  reason  not 
to  repent  their  visit  to  this  place.  Our  meetings  have  been 
very  large;  probably  C.  P  may  have  given  thee  her  senti- 


C.  P. 


HEKBY  GURNEY*  TO  SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL. 


Norwich,  7tb  Mo.,  9th,  1767. 


«  Henry  Gamey  died  4th  Mo.,  7th,  1777. 
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menu  of  them,  and  therefore  I  shall  only  say,  her  appear- 
ances  therein  have  been  like  anch  aa  seek  not  their  own 
honour,  but  the  gloiy  of  Him  who  hath  called  them,  and  I 
wish  (not  without  iaith,)  that  they  may  hare  their  effect  to 
Bttr  up  the  negligent  to  diligcuce,  and  encourage  those  who 
have  begun  in  the  heavenly  race,  to  persevere  without  ftinl- 
log  to  the  end,  where  the  prize  of  eternal  life  la  to  be 
obtained. 

A*  F.  and  his  companion  leave  us  (his  afternoon.  The 
poor  old  man  ia  sadly  afflicted  witli  pain  in  his  head,  and  at 
times  seems  Teiy  low  in  his  mind,  lest  he  should  thereby  be 
rendered  Incapable  of  senrice.  I  accompanied  him  to  two 
meetings  this  week,  in  both  of  which  he  bore  powerful  testi- 
monies to  Truth,  I  am  persuaded  to  the  edification  of  most 
present,  in  a  manner  much  suited  to  their  circumstances, 
and  will  not  soon  be  forgotten.  There  is  great  need  in  this 
country  of  such  skilful  and  laborious  workmen,  where,  though 
there  appears  some  greenness  and  life,  tlie  enemy  is  scatter- 
ing his  tares,  and  in  many,  yea,  abundantly  too  many,  the 
seed  is  choked,  and  in  danger  of  being  destroyed.  How 
glad  would  some  be  to  hear  thou  had  drawings  in  thy  mind 
to  pay  us  a  visit;  but  if  that  is  not  to  be  expected,  yet  let 
us  be  in  thy  remembrance,  and  when  thou  art  favoured  in 
the  scciLt  of  thy  heart  to  approach  the  throne  of  Divine 
Grace,  uilcrccde  for  our  preservation,  that  we  ni.iy  hold  fast 
the  Truth,  of  which  we  are  conviuccd,  wiihouL  w  avering, 
and,  if  it  be  the  will  of  Providence,  by  example,  and  as 
He  may  utherwise  appoiut,  coulributc  to  promote  his  glory. 

Henry  Gubnbt. 

samuel  fothergill  to  samuel  emlen. 

Warrington,  7th  Mo.,  S5th,  1757. 

True  friendship,  like  its  synonymous  virtue, 
charity,  is  not  restricted  to  the  general  forms  of  correspond- 
ence, but,  whenever  its  sacred  warmth  is  fell,  discovers 
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itself,  though  perhaps  id  weak  prodoctions.  This,  at  present* 

is  my  apology  to  thee  for  writing. 

I  hope  it  is  well  with  thee,  though,  if  I  judge  right,  in  a 
situation  rather  painful  than  joyous:  hut  I  rejoice  in  thjr 
tribulation,  as  it  most  certainly  tends  to  produce  experience 
to  thyself,  nnd  a  yet  further  establishment  in  that  holy 
stability,  which  is  the  blessed  limit  of  suffering^  when  rightly 
digested. 

Such  arc  the  tunes  as  to  require  the  true  sons  of  the 
inunorlal  Father  to  enter  into  their  chambers  of  mourning, 
and  weep  for  themselres  and  Jerusalem's  progeny ;  and  even 
to  adopt  the  prophet*s  wish,  "  O  that  my  head  were  waters;** 
nevertheless,  He,  whose  is  the  cause,  the  kingdom,  the 
power,  and  the  glory,  is  not  unmindful  of  his  distressed 
serrants ;  nay,  their  sorrowful  bemoanings  axe  to  him  a  Tery 
acceptable  sacrifice;  and  a  divine  fragrance  attends  them, 
as  a  part  of  that  sweet  odour  wbich  ever  arises  to  perfume 
hb  holy  habitation.  Let  not,  therefore,  thy  disconsolate 
situation,  in  weakness,  and  in  great  poverty  at  times,  dismay 
thee;  neither  lose  thy  hold,  in  humble,  depending  patience, 
for  that  love  which  is  symbolically  set  forth  as  a  woman  to 
her  sucking  child  is  towards  thee,  and  as  thou  abides  in 
its  holy  relish,  and  lives  in  obedience  to  its  holy  dictates*  thy 
borders,  though  now  scarcely  visible,  will  be  laid  with  fair 
stones;  thy  windows,  or  the  faculties  of  thy  spiritual  under- 
standing, with  agates,  well  poHihed  or  squared,  according 
to  the  rules  of  unerring  rectitude ;  and  all  thy  gates,  through 
which  the  will  passes  into  action,  of  transparent  carbuncles; 
all  fitly  framed  together,  as  a  receptacle  for  Him,  who  is 
glorious  throughout  all  his  name.  Thus  would  the  Holy 
One  build  thee  up  to  his  pnuse ;  and  if  he  be  the  architect^ 
no  matter  whether  we  are  a  lodge  in  a  garden  of  cucumbers, 
or  built  up  in  the  similitude  of  a  palace ;  for  both  are  neces- 
sary, in  the  appendage  of  the  King  of  kings. 

Repine  not,  therefore,  dear  friend,  at  the  wise  allotment 
of  the  great  Master  to  thee,  in  the  economy  of  the  Holy 
household;  infinitely  wise  is  he  who  hath  assigned  it,  and 
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the  future  reward  is  proportioned  rather  to  the  fidelity  of  his 
servants,  than  to  the  sphere  of  their  motion  in  dignity, 

I  sympaLliisc  with  the  afflicted  from  experience,  yea  from 
m\  ])resent  lot,  whicli  :s  ciisi  by  ilic  Itmutain  of  Marah.  I 
may,  perhaps,  be  ])r(  ]);i.nug  lor  some  future  service,  but  am, 
at  present,  as  I  brlirx  e  is  requisite  for  me,  stripped  of  all. 
Some  glimmerings  of  the  Master's  countenance  at  times 
apjicav  but  in  the  general  silualion  of  ray  mind,  i  Iccl  less 
than  the  least  of  all  true  disciples.  May  the  name  of  my 
God  be  exalted,  though  1  am  abased  in  dust  and  ashes. 

Farevrcll,  dear  Samuel,  be  vigilant  and  lu^py.  Thine  in 
truest  afifectioD, 

S.  F. 

CATHERINE  PATTON  TO  SAMUEL  FOTHEROILL. 

Amsterdam,  8th  Mo.,  1st,  17d7. 

We  arrived  at  1I<  Iv  octsluys  on  the  22d  ultimo, 
and  juocecded  by  way  of  Kotterdam  to  this  city,  where  we 
found  a  few  under  the  profession  of  Truth,  some  of  whom, 
I  hope  and  believe,  are  measurably  in  the  possession  thereof, 
although  in  some  particulars  not  so  strict  as  some  Friends 
in  England  ;  by  these  we  are  gladly  received,  and  also  by 
some  seeking  people  of  other  societies,  especially  amongst 
the  Meunonists,  who  are  a  people  greatly  degenerated  from 
that  simjilicity  which  in  the  beginning  appeared  amongst 
them.  Yet  there  remains  a  remnant,  who  are  near  the 
kingdom  of  Christ,  and  who,  I  cannot  help  thinking,  were 
there  a  solid  body  of  Friends  in  this  city,  might  be  likely 
to  settle  with  us.  I  find  myself  cooaiderably  straitened  in 
conveying  the  mind  of  Truth  to  the  people  through  an  inter- 
preter. John  Yaiulerwerf  acts  in  that  capaciiy»  he  is  the 
most  suitable  person  we  could  meet  with,  having  a  pretty 
thorough  tmdentandiDg  of  the  English  and  Dutch  tongues^ 
aod  beiDg  of  a  sober  comreisatton,  and  not  void  of  religloiis 
impressions.  I  belioTe  he  is  veiy  just  in  rendering  the  sense 
of  what  I  say  to  the  people^  but  for  want  of  a  greater  depth 
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in  experience,  the  Yirtae  seems  to  me  to  be  in  part  loet,  and 
the  openings  of  TVnth  are  choked.  But  notwithstanding 
this  discoaraging  eireumstancey  to  which  I  may  add  mj 
being  freqoentlj  stripped  of  the  sensible  enjojrment  of  the 
best  goody  and  made  to  sit  in  bondage,  under  the  humbling 
sense  of  human  infirmities,  which  creates  feais  respecting 
mj  future  standing;  yet  have  I  never  been  suffered  to  doubt 
my  coming  here  was  in  the  direction  of  Infinite  Wisdom,  who 
can,  if  he  pleases,  mahe  effectual  to  his  glory,  means  which 
to  us  appear  very  weak  and  imperfect  I  am  convinced 
that  those  who  go  on  such  errands  as  these,  must  be 
divested  of  seekiDg  great  things  to  themselves,  and  endea- 
vour to  keep  in  the  patience  of  Jesus,  which,  if  I  am 
fovoured  to  do,  I  hope,  at  least,  to  return  with  the  evidence 
of  having  done  what  I  could.  I  am  not  without  appre- 
hensions that  ibis  country  has  suffered  much  for  want  of 
being  visited  by  weighty  ministers:  and  indeed  I  have 
often  wondered  that  any  part  of  the  Lord*s  vineyard,  wherein 
there  are  any  plants  of  the  true  vine  remaining,  should  be 
so  much  neglected;  or  that  a  country  wherein  liberty  of 
conscience  is  allowed,  and  wherdn  some  of  the  people  are 
inquiring  after  truth,  should  have  been  no  more  visited  of 
late  years.  Doubtless  the  difficulty  I  labour  under  has  been 
a  discouragement;  but  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  had  the 
visits  of  IFUends  been  more  firequent,  that  difficulty  would 
have  been  less  than  it  is. 

Cath£bim£  Payton. 

SAMUEL  EHLEN  TO  SAMUEL  FOTHEItOILL. 

Swansea,  8th  Mo.,  Ist,  1757. 

Thy  acceptable  letter  furnished  addiLionai  occasion 
of  reverent  thankfulness  to  thy  God  and  Father,  who,  at 
times,  brings  to  thy  remembrance  an  object  indeed  unworthy 
the  notice  of  his  children,  and,  in  great  kuidiiess,  through 
them,  at  times,  as  well  as  by  his  own  delectable  presence, 
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lets  me  know  his  gracious  willingness  for  mj  belp  is  not 
wholly  withdrawn,  notwithstanding  the  repeated  backslid- 
ings,  and  departure  of  heart,  which  have  been  my  sorrowful 
ezpeiieDCe,  would,  long  ago,  if  his  ways  were  like  the  waja 
of  men,  or  hie  thoughts  as  the  thoughts  of  the  work  of  his 
hands,  have  caused  a  total  withholding  of  benefits,  and 
preTented  any  further  offers  of  love,  so  oHen  disregarded. 

I  was  yesterday  at  their  meetings  here,  in  both  of  which, 
an  entire  silence,  as  to  the  outward,  was  kept ;  and  oh  that 
I  could  have  been  more  sensible  of  a  joint  inward  labour 
and  travail  of  spirit,  for  that  sustenance  which  rightly 
nonrisheth  the  soul,  and  preserves  it  TigOfons^  qnick,  and 
lively  before  God;  but  alas!  poverty,  weakness,  and  want  ' 
are  such,  as  periiape  to  bring  so  near  death's  door  as  to  be 
scarcely  sensible,  sometinies,  when  good  is  stirring  in  meet- 
ings; though  at  other  seasons,  when  quite  alone,  and 
separate  from  all  outward  company,  the  Ijord  of  mercy,  in 
melting  goodness,  graciously  vouchsafes  some  touches  of 
his  love;  and  then  doth  my  heart  rejoice,  and,  with  humble 
gladness,  concludes  it  is  good  for  me  U>  be  here.  Be  it  in 
whatsoever  place  it  may,  to  feel  the  renewings  of  heavenly 
favour  is  really  more  worthy  my  anxious  seeking  than  all 
visible  things,  some  of  which  have  been  very  desirable  in 
my  esteem,  and  with  great  solicitude  cared  for,  at  the 
expense  of  neglecting  the  invaluably  precious  immortal 
part. 

As  the  secrets  of  the  Lord  still  continue  to  be  with  them 
that  fear  him,  distance  of  place  has  not  deprived  thee  of  a 
sense  of  my  condition,  but  the  holy  and  all-knowing  Intelli- 
gence, who  hath  heretofore  communicated  to  thee  a  know- 
ledge of  the  states  of  others,  did,  in  mercy  to  me,  again 
speak  through  thee  unto  me ;  and  thy  letters  furnish  some 
encouragement  to  endeavour  after  contentment  in  the  divine 
allotment,  and  faithful  patience  in  his  dealings  with  me; 
though  for  some  weeks  past  the  general  situation  of  my  mind 
hath  been  one  of  great  distress  and  pain.  A  aoUtary  path, 
as  to  the  outward,  have  I  had  to  pass  along^  but  my  heart 


Digiii^uu  by  G(.)0^1c 


.£IAT.  41.]  OP  SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL.  S9i 

craves  the  guidance  and  direction  of  that  wisdom  which  is 
infinite,  and  that  power  alt  sufficient  may  attend.  Under 
these  feelings  do  I,  at  times,  hope  for  stability  and  adrance- 
nicnt  in  the  too  little  freqaented  path  of  the  tribulated 

followers  of  Jesus. 

I  am  thankful  for  thy  kind  notice  of  roe,  and,  so  long  as  I 
retain  my  right  senses,  shall  be  glad  of  its  continuance;  and 
by  seeing  some  testimonials  of  it,  either  in  very  few  or  many 
lines,  just  as  ihvn  findcst  thy  miud  qualified  by  that  Power 
which  h.ith  often  made  thee  an  instrument  of  good  to  others, 
to  his  own  glory,  and  to  thy  peace.  That  his  arm  may 
keep  thee  in  hours  of  difficulty  and  deep  distress,  on  account 
of  those  who  are  unmindful  of  their  true  and  ciiief  good,  is 
mj  great  desire. 

Samubl  Emlbn,  Jon. 


8AMUEJ4  FOTHEKGILL  TO  ISRAEL  PEMBERTOM. 

Warrington,  8d  Mo.,  18lh,  \7S7. 

T  am,  through  mercy,  rest(ned  to  a  tolerable  degree 
of  health,  though  not  so  fully  contirmed  as  I  could  wish ; 
but  I  desire  ])atiently  to  acquiesce  with  the  allotment  of 
Providence,  with  the  consciousness,  that  i  have  spent  my 
strength  and  constitution  in  the  best  of  causes,  aud  I  leave 
the  event  to  Ilim  who  is  infinitely  wise. 

I  remember  every  branch  of  thy  family  with  a  peculiar 
tenderness ;  and  not  seldom  I  visit  you  in  spirit,  with  a 
portion  of  that  warmth  I  found  when  present,  and  which  is 
not  lost  nor  extinguished  by  personal  absence. 

Worthy  Thomas  Brown,  I  hear,  is  removed  to  the  full 
and  everlasting  fruition  of  that  society  amongst  whom  he 
happily  conversed  in  his  pilgrimage  below,  to  abide  with 
everlasting  burnings  in  seraphic  love,  where  he  lighted  his 
fire  when  he  sacrificed  before  the  congregation.  Oh  happy, 
desirable  release  from  care  and  pain,  to  freedom  and  eternal 
certainty!  The  chilling  winds  of  this  workVe  care  can  no 
more  obstruct  his  verdnre  and  fiagrancy,  but,  planted  on  the 
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banks  of  the  river  of  life,  his  leaves  ami  liiuLs  will  be  ever 
produced,  through  all  the  duration  of  the  everlasting  year. 

 ExcLi&e  ray  incoherent  letter,  it  is  a.  copy  of  the 

pre!>ent  slate  of  my  mind,  engaged  in  various  and  almost 
oppressive  labour,  yet  at  all  times  replenished  with  love  to 
my  friends,  and  amongst  that  number  is  very  distinguisht'dly 
©Tery  branch  of  your  family.  g  p 

8AHI7BL  FOTHERGILL  TO  JOHN  CHURCHMAN. 

Warrington,  9th  Mo.,  1767. 

I  salute  thee  and  thine  in  true  love.  I  have  often 
felt  it  strong,  and  still  perceive  it  is  of  that  nature  many 
waters  cannot  quench,  nor  can  the  distance  of  place  impsir 
it.  And  it  is  a  most  singular  privilege  the  troe  bom  children 
enjoy  in  their  mutual  sense  of,  and  access  to,  the  table  of  good 
things,  when  the  laws  of  matter  and  motion  deprive  them 
of  personal  intercourse.  Oh  that  we  may  know  the  renew* 
ings  of  the  Holy  Ghost  upon  us,  in  snch  a  manner  as  to 
qualify  for  a  place  in  the  Lord's  house,  and  therein  to  abide, 
as  sanctified  vessels,  empty  or  full,  as  his  wisdom  sees  meet 
My  lot  hath  been  often  among  the  empty  vessels,  in  which 
allotment  I  wish  a  wise  resignation,  to  guard  me  against 
impatience  or  insensibility.  I  have  had  several  letters  from 
my  friends  on  your  side  of  the  water,  which  give  me  an 
account  of  things  amongst  you.  I  hope  the  trials  permitted 
to  attend  you  will  tend  to  the  help  of  many,  though  I 
believe  them  very  severe  and  pinching.  The  desolations  on 
your  frontiers  are  very  distressing,  but  the  difference  in 
Friends*  judgment,  the  disunion  within  the  gates  of  our 
Zion,  affords  more  cause  of  mourning.  I  am  glad  Co  hear 
mutual  condescension  prevails  amongst  you,  that  ancient 
signal  of  best  fellowship. 

I  nearly  sympathise  with  the  living  amongst  you,  in  this 
time  of  deep  probation.  O,  that  you  all  may  stand  fast,  and 
quit  yourselves  like  men,  for  that  testimony  and  faith  once 
delivered,  and  now  revived,  to  the  saints.   In  this  heavenly  . 
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broibeihood  I  feel  myself  in  fpiril  pieieDt  with  you  in  your 
land ;  not  as  having  left  aught  undone  which  duty  required, 
but  in  the  sweet  iwrticipation  of  the  hope,  patience,  and 
tribulation  of  the  gospel  and  kingdom  of  Jesus  our  Lord. 
And  if  the  ChuTcb  go  into  the  wilderness,  her  place  is 
prepared  of  God,  whose  eye  looks  towards,  and  his  am 
sustains,  eveiy  part  of  his  eztensiTe  family,  both  in  heaven 
and  earth.  The  mourning  of  his  heritage  is  as  audible  to 
his  ear,  as  the  hosannas  of  the  fixed  inhabitants  of  his  holy 
mountain. 

For  our  part,  we  seem  (I  mean  the  Society)  to  live  in 
great  union,  but  I  fear  the  unity  of  the  one  ever  blessed 
Spirit  is  not  the  source,  but  rather  an  agreement  to  let  things 
go  as  they  may  or  will,  without  much  care  about  them ;  and 
if  any  are  zealous  for  the  testimony,  rather  to  single  them 
out  as  tumeis  of  the  world  upnde  down,  and  troublers  of 
the  Churches  quiet. 

For  my  own  part,  I  am  very  much  tike  a  disbanded 
soldier,  or,  I  hope,  more  of  an  invalid,  yet  in  some  little  pay, 
and  commanded  to  do  duty  in  a  particular  spot  of  ground ; 
and  let  my  Master's  good  pleasure  be  done,  and  let  him 
send  by  whom  he  will,  if  I  may  but  know  my  name  is  upon 
his  roll,  it  is  enough  for  me.  We  have  lately  had  the 
company  of  a  great  stranger;  my  brother  John  spent  a  few 
weeks  at  S[;arbt)r()ugh,  and  returned  this  way  to  London : 
his  company  was  acctptablc  as  a  brother  and  as  a  friend. 
I  hope  it  may  contribute  to  bis  health,  and  the  relaxation 
of  his  mind  from  a  cumber,  in  which  it  is  very  dilHcult  for 
the  plant  of  renown  to  flourisli. 

I  feel  thai  I  iini  rxcccdingly  near  you  at  this  lime  in  my 
spirit.  T  tliiiik  your  Yearly  ]\tecting  at  Philadelpliia  begins 
this  day  ,  umy  the  God  and  1  alher  of  sure  mercies  preside; 
and  as,  in  the  allolmenL  oi  his  wisdom,  he  hath  seen  meet  to 
prove  you  dcejily,  may  uisdom  ami  knowledge  be  the 
stability  of  your  times.  The  establish  nient  of  a  meeting  for 
suflTerings  was  by  many  amongst  you  little  lliought  of,  as 
you  sat  under  your  own  vine  and  fig-tree ;  many  of  yoii 
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have  rejoiced  in  the  flowingi  of  worldly  abiutdance,  and  not 
sung  to  the  springing  well  of  God*B  salvatioDy  and  it  is 
consistent  with  his  righteousness  to  vary  his  voice,  and 
.teach  them,  by  the  things  they  suffer,  what  is  due  to  his 
arm,  and  the  weakness  of  our  own. 

a  F. 

THOMAS  GR£fiR*  TO  SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL. 

Diingannon,  9th  Mo.,  9th,  1757. 

I  hnvc  often  tliought  of  thee  of  laic,  aud,  1  think, 
always  aUeuded  with  strong  desires  that  tliou  might  be  sent 
to  vi^it  us  in  this  nation,  (which  may  tnily  he  said  to 
languisli  as  to  the  life  of  religion,)  but  am  afraid  to  expect 
sucii  a  thing  suddenly,  when  I  consider  tlie  weight  that  lies 
on  thy  shoulders  in  your  own  land,  a  painful  sense  of  which 
I  have  more  than  once  felt,  and,  in  my  small  measure,  have 
sympathised  with  thee  and  some  others  therein ;  indeed, 
if  I  have  felt  right,  the  numbers  of  those  who  are  rightly 
baptized  into  the  state  of  the  Church  are  few  willi  you,  (as 
well  as  here,)  considering  the  number  of  j)rofessors ;  yea, 
and  of  those  who  lay  claim  to  something  of  sacred  embassy 
to  the  people.  But,  alas,  many  of  them  are  too  superficial 
to  feel  the  states,  aud  much  less  capable  effectually  to 
prescribe  for  the  recovery  from  those  tilings  which  weaken 
aud  afflict  the  body.  It  is  indeed  a  cause  of  sorrow  to 
behold  the  leanness  aud  dryness  that  has  overtaken  many; 
and  when  a  comparison  is  made  between  the  present  state 
of  the  Church,  and  that  healthful,  active,  green,  fruit- 
bearing  condition,  which  dignified  our  worthy  predeces- 
sors, at»  and,  afler  the  breaking  forth  of  truth  amongst 
them,  the  declension  from  the  life  of  religion,  simplicity  of 
the  gospel,  and  nobility  of  mind,  is  \'ery  apparent.  The 
making  of  such  a  comparison  doUi  often  affect  my  heart 

*  Thomas  Greer  died  in  1803,  a  minister  upwards  of  fil\y 
yean. 
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witb  pain,  and  strong  m  my  dedraa  that  Uie  few  faithful, 
to  whom  it  hath  been  given  to  see  into  the  depths  of  Satan, 
may  yet  wax  more  wigbty,  in  the  wisdom  and  power  of  the 
Highest 

Dear  Samuel,  I  am  afraid  to  enlarge^  not  only  as  consi- 
dering to  whom  I  am  writing,  bnt  also  that  it  may  not  be 
lawful  at  all  times  to  speak  or  write  what  we  see  or  feel; 
but  having  often,  as  at  present,  felt  the  free  eieenlation  of 
that  unity  of  spirit  which  the  Father  of  lights  hath  Toucfa- 
safed  to  give  to  his  children,  as  a  bond  of  holy  fellowship,— 
by  which,  though  dispersed  in  different  lands,  we  are  bound 
in  one  bundle  of  love,  and,  notwithstanding  far  absent  in  body, 
yet  present  in  spirit,  being  as  epistles  in  each  othei^s  hearts, — 
I  thought  I  would  venture  to  give  thee  these  few  lines. 

THOMAS  Grber. 

CATHERINE  PATTON  TO  SAMUEL  FOTHBROILL. 

KeivedoD,  9th  Mo.,  10th,  1757. 

I  should  some  days  ago  have  made  thee  a  sharer 
of  the  satisfaction  I  felt  on  my  return  to  my  native  land, 
resulting  both  from  a  sense  of  having  been  absent  therefrom 
in  the  wise  appointment  of  Heaven,  and  the  gracious,  sup^ 
porting,  preserving  hand  of  the  Most  High  having  been  with 
me,  for  which  my  soul  bows  in  thankfulness,  and,  I  hope  I 
may  say,  all  within  roe  worships  His  holy  name,  with  desires 
to  be  devoted  to  his  service  through  the  residue  of  my  life ; 
but  that  this  dispensation  of  life  and  peace  was  very  quickly 
succeeded  by  its  contrary,  wherein  I  could  not  determine  to* 
address  thee,  rather  choosing  to  commit  the  keeping  of  my 
soul  to  God,  than  to  my  fellow-servants;  He  no  doubt,  in 
the  wise  appointment  of  his  providence,  permits  and  appoints 
these  alternations  of  light  and  darkness,  as  preservatives  to 
his  people. 

I  am  now,  through  mercy,  a  little  relieved,  and  I  hope 
settled  in  my  former  service  of  ministering  principally  to  the 
members  of  our  own  Society,  which,  being  very  different  to 
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that  wherein  1  had  been  engaged  on  the  other  side  of  the 
water,  it  is  no  wonder  that  I  ronat  be  immediately  itripped 
of  the  clothes  I  then  wore,  and  be  clothed  with  a  new  snit, 
which  I  was  ready  to  think,  when  first  put  on,  were  the 
plainest  I  e?er  wore»  yet  I  hope  suitable  to  the  occasion  and 
time  wherein  I  am  appointed  to  serve  in  the  Lord's  house» 
which  appears  to  me  to  be  a  time  wherein  the  people  are 
not  to  be  delighted  with  eloquent  oratory,  but  instructed  by 
plain,  simple  truths,  suited  to  their  states  in  which  minis- 
tration I  ardently  desire  we  may  both  grow.  Doubtless  I 
wanted  to  be  washed,  as  well  as  to  change  my  garments, 
having  been  long  amongst  men  of  nnsanctified  spirits, 
although  perhaps  not  such  as  are  looked  upon  by  the  world 
as  the  \sorst  sort;  but  I  hare  found  by  experience  that  it  is 
exceedingly  difficult  to  coUTerse  much  with  those  whose 
desires  are  not  subject  to  the  yoke  of  Christ,  without  con- 
tracting  a  tincture  of  that  infectious  lightness  which  appears 
iu  the  whole  coiurse  of  their  conduct. 

We  were  eight  days  wind-bound  at  Helvoetslnys,  during 
which  time  we  were  in  company  with  several  who  came  in 
the  same  packet  to  £ngland,  and,  but  that  I  had  some  hope 
that  it  might  some  time  be  rendered  serviceable  to  some  of 
them,  would  have  rendered  our  stay  much  more  disagreeable. 
I  know  not  but  this  little  trial  at  the  close  of  our  journey 
might  be  profitable  for  us  all,  as  it  might  further  instruct  us 
in  the  necessary  lesson  of  patience,  wherein  I  found  I  had 
need  to  be  better  learned. 

My  dear  companion,  Sophia  Hume,  left  me  this  afteraoon, 
being  gone  to  London. 

Cathbrinb  Patton. 

JAMES  PEMBERTON  TO  SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL. 

Philad^phia,  9th  Mo.,  15th,  1757. 

  Pnblic  affairs  on  this  Continent  are  remark- 
able fix  the  confusion  which  attends  them.  None  of  the 
attempts  in  a  military  way  hare  answered  the  expectations 
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of  the  people,  but,  on  the  contrary,  every  thing  they  have 
yet  prepared  to  do  hath  contributed  to  strengthen,  the  Freocfa. 
I  do  Dot  iodine  to  be  partipnlar,  further  than  to  remark,  that 
in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  these  tumults,  so,  in  some 
measure,  advance  the  trials  and  probations  of  oor  poor 
Society.  And,  amidst  all  the  gloomy  prospectSy  I  am  at 
times  led  to  conclude  none  occasions  more  sorrowful  reflec- 
tions, than  Ihe  present  state  of  the  Church,  many  of  whose 
members,  by  a  long  enjoyment  of  ease  and  tranqvdllity,  hare 
become  too  insensible  of  the  dignity  of  our  calling,  and  in 
this  day  of  trial  start  aside  i  which  affords  occasion  to  look 
back,  and  consider  the  close  engagements  and  labours  of  the 
Lord*s  servants,  who  have  been  sent  amongst  us,  to  wain, 
and  caution,  and  proclaim  the  necessity  of  being  roused 
from  the  lethargy  which  hath  prevailed,  in  order  to  prepare 
for  such  a  time  of  trial  as  hath  overtaken  us ;  and  happy 
would  it  have  been,  if  more  regard  had  been  paid  to  such 
messages.  The  testimony  of  the  Prince  of  Peace  would  be 
less  violated  than  hath  been  too  visibly  the  case  lately,  by 
evasions  and  temporising  of  which  there  have  been  painiul 
instances  on  a  late  occasion  in  the  Jerseys,  where  the  day  of 
trial  hath  been  more  closely  manifested  than  at  any  time 
during  the  late  agitations ;  Uie  unfaithfulness  of  some  hath 
contributed  to  the  burdens  of  the  few  who  were  concerned 
to  stand  their  ground. 

Amidst  the  present  calamitous  circumstances,  it  affords 
cause  of  thankfulness  that  the  extendings  of  divine  regard 
are  so  signally  manifested  towards  us,  by  the  continuance  of 
the  messengers  of  the  Gospel,  sent  to  labour  amongst  us ; 
we  have  now  six  European  Friends  in  these  parts,  the  com- 
pany of  all  of  whom  we  expect  at  our  approaching  Yearly 
Meeting.  John  Hunt  hath  spent  most  pwt  of  the  summer 
in  this  province,  where  his  ministry,  and  other  Christian 
endeavours,  have  been  attended  with  evidences  of  divine 
favour. 

Our  Meeting  for  Sufferings  hath  met  pretty  diligently 

since  its  establishment,  and  a  variety  of  occurrences  have 
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])reseiiicd ;  iu  the  traDsaction  whereof  I  hope  nothing  hath 
been  done  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  cause  of  Truth. 

I  cannot  but  acknowledge  how  much  I  am  obliged  to 
thee  for  thy  kind  letter,  which  I  shall  endeavour  duly  to 
regard.  It  gives  me  some  satisfaction  to  be  so  far  noticed 
by  the  Lord*8  serv  ants,  and  I  am  freqaently  desirous  of  so 
conducting  as  to  be  preserved  at  least  from  injoring  the 
testimony,  or  of  administering  uneasiness  to  them. 

I  am,  with  much  regard  and  affection. 

Thy  loving  Friend, 

James  Pembkrton. 

SAMUEL  EHLEN  TO  SAMUEL  FOTHEROILL. 

Bristol,  9th  Mo^  Sdth,  1767. 

Thy  affectionate  lines  I  esteem  an  additional  con- 
firmation of  the  continuance  of  that  friendship,  wherein,  so 
long  as  I  am  divinely  assisted  to  be  stedfast  in  the  pmrsnit 
of  true  peace,  I  shall  always  have  cause  to  rejoice.  Sure  I 
am,  that  notwithstanding  the  ties  of  nature  in  external  affinity 
are  strong,  there  seems  to  me  to  be  in  the  Truth  connexions 
much  more  firm,  by  which  the  really  living  in  the  body, 
whereof  Christ  Jesus  is  the  holy  head,  are  united  one  to 
another.  As  we  are  humbly  and  reverently  engaged  to  keep 
in  this  unity,  no  greater  joy  will  be  experienced  by  any  one 
of  us  than  a  confirmed  sense  of  the  increasuig  strength  In 
ourselves  and  feUow-membeni,  and  the  advancement  of  each 
individual  in  divine  favour. 

Thy  remark,  that  '*  to  move  in  the  line  of  divine  appoint- 
*'ment,  is  our  strength  and  safety,"  is,  I  doubt  not,  the 
language  of  well-grounded  experience,  and  I  trust  will  be 
at  times  profitably  suggested  to  me  when  doubts  and  waver- 
ing surround  my  weak  mind. 

The  Western  Yearly  Meeting,  held  at  Milverton,  was,  in 
several  of  its  sittings,  greatly  overshadowed  with  the  life- 
giving  presence  and  power  of  the  Most  High,  to  his  own 
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glory,  and  the  comfort  of  many,  who  I  believe  have  relumed 
to  their  own  habitation;;  with  peace  and  gladness,  Isaac 
Sharpies,  Edmund  Pcckovcr,  Samuel  Ilopwood,  John  Fry, 
William  Cookwoilhy,  iuul  six  or  f  iij;ht  other  ministers  were 
there;  the  service  of  tlie  meeting;  was  pretty  much  on  the 
first  two ;  there  was  a  lililu  company  met  early  on  the  first 
day  morning  preceding  the  meeting,  and  six  or  seven  elders 
were  desired  to  have  the  oversight  of  the  ministry,  and  to 
caution  privately  where  occasion  mii^ht  ort'er;  I  believe  the 
meeting  was  upon  the  whole  satisfactory,  both  lo  those  of 
our  Society  and  others.  The  people  will  be  glad  of  future 
opportunities  ot  this  kind. 

 Be  assured  I  am  not  insensible  of  my  o\%*n  con- 
dition, and  ot  the  need  I  have  to  be  watched  over  as  a  child, 
and  I  think  greater  poverty  and  weakness  seem  to  be  my 
daily  experience ;  that  this  dispensation  may  be  jialiently 
(not  with  supincness  and  indolence)  acquiesced  iu,  tliat  the 
will  of  the  Highest  may  be  thoroughly  done,  in  and  by  me, 
is  my  earnest  desire.  I  have  been  often  brought  to  more 
than  willingness  to  be  what  the  Lord  wf^ild  have  mo  to  be, 
but  under  the  operation  it  liis  hand  there  is  nvvd  of  patience, 
wbicby  if  be  graciously  furnish,  ii  will  be  sufficieut. 

Samubl  EiiLBN,  Jon. 

ANTHONY  BEiNEZtr*  TO  SAMUEL  TOTHEROILL. 

Philadelphia,  1 0th  Mo.,  1st,  1797. 

Nothing  but  the  deepest  sense  of  inward  poverty 
could  have  so  long  prevented  my  writing  to  thee,  my  dear 

*  or  this  TirkuoiMy  bamble  man,  bo  well  known  for  his  phUan- 
tbiopy,  and  as  an  early  and  stienuoos  oppoaer  of  the  Slave-tiade* 
fitUe  need  be  said  here.  He  waa  bom  at  St.  Quimin,  in  France* 
in  1713.  He  was  of  a  respectable  family;  bis  Iktber,  a  wealthy 
man,  wos  a  Protestant,  and,  along  with  many  others,  was  obliged, 
by  the  penecutiona  which  followed  the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of 
Nantes,  to  seek  a  shelter  in  a  foreign  land ;  he  accordingly  removed 
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and  near  friend.  But  thus  it  bath  been,  that  I  have  not 
dared  to  meddle  with  religious  things;  when  I  have  done  it, 
especially  in  writing,  it  has  been  with  rebuke,  and  now  I 
am  at  a  loss  what  to  add.  That  ray  love  is  as  entire  to  thee 
as  so  low  a  creature  is  capable  of,  is  fixed  and  certain.  But 
what  shall  I  say  ?  O  mj  leanness,  my  leanness — it  is  beyond 
expression,  and  so  sensibly  felt  by  me,  that  I  dare  not  as  it 
were  extend  any  farther^  lest  I  should  defile  God*s  jewels. 
Though  a  beggar  may  have  a  prospect  of  the  order  and 
beauty  of  God*s  house,  and  can  even  at  a  distance  see,  and 
apprehend  he  can  distinguish  the  furniture  of  it,  yet  shall  he 
presume,  while  clothed  in  rags,  to  enter  therein  ?  Will  he 
not  defile  the  same,  and  be  the  greater  objeot  of  scorn, 
instead  of  pity  ?  Perhaps  a  time  may  come  when  a  washing 
and  pulling  off  the  filthy  rags  of  nature  may  be  known,  and 
a  better  clothing  experienced. 

Thus  far  I  have  written,  and  that  not  without  a  rebuke, 
but  could  not  longer  delay  expressing  my  sincere  love  to 
thee,  dear  fiiend.  Why  is  it  so  with  me  7— if  thou  hast  any 
comfort  or  counsel  to  communicate,  do  it  I  beseech  thee. 
May  the  God  of  all  consolation  be  with  thee. 

From  thy  afflicted  firtend, 

Anthony  Benbebt. 

with  his  Tamily  to  London,  and  aflerwaids  to  Philadelphia*  His 
son  Anthony  joiDed  the  Sodety  of  Friends,  about  the  fourteenth 
year  of  bis  age,  and  for  the  greater  pait  of  his  life  pursued  the 
luefu)  occupation  of  a  schoolmaster.  A  competent  judge  has 
pronounced  him  "one  of  the  most  zealous,  vigilant,  and  active 
"  advocates  which  the  cause  of  the  oppressed  Africans  ever  hat!.'* 

After  a  life  sj^ent  in  endeavouring-  to  serve  God,  and  eminently 
devoted  to  the  service  of  his  fellow-creatures,  he  died,  aged  71  years, 
on  the  3rd  nf  /itli  Month,  1784. 

At  hi>  luti  iiiu  til  iht'  L^rciLtesvt  concourse  of  persons,  of  all  ranks 
aud  proleKsjons,  uas  |ni  sent,  that  had  ever  been  witnessed  on  such 
an  occasion  in  Philadclplaa.  Several  liundied  l)lack  people  attended, 
t<»  u>lil\  ttieir  regard  for  this  friend  of  their  oppressed  race,  und  o( 
niuukuid  at  large. 


Digitized  by  Google 


>ETAT.  41.] 


OF  8AMUBL  FOTHBBOILL. 


831 


ABRAHAM  FARJUNGTON  K)  SAMUEL  AMD  SUSANNA 

FOTHEAGILL. 

York,  lOth  Mo.,  ist,  1757. 

This  may  just  infurm  you  that  I  yet  live,  although 
my  suffering  at  times  is  considerable,  both  in  bead  and  heart. 
Indeed,  soch  is  ibe  state  of  the  Church  in  general,  that  I 
think  I  am  called  to  suffer  with  it,  both  in  body  and  mind — 
ttie  whole  head  is  sick,  and  the  whole  heart  faint.  The 
mystery  as  well  as  the  misery  is,  that  so  few  lay  it  to  heart, 
or  seek  relief.  -  To  have  the  earth  cleave  under  us,  or  the 
sea  overflowing  ns,  would  cause  great  lamentation  and 
outcry ;  yet  to  see  the  worid^  earth,  and  sea  swallowing  up 
almost  whole  counties,  in  a  religions  sense,  and  we  at  ease, 
and  thinking  all  is  well,  is  surprising. 

Thy  letters  were  to  my  comfort — as  a  glass,  wherein  we 
sometimes  see  one  anoUieT'— so  excellent  is  this  kind  of 
correspondence  to  distant  friends ;  sometimes  like  apples  of 
gold  in  pictures  of  silver — pictures  set  np  in  our  best  room, 
I.  0.  the  heart — or  as  nails  in  a  sure  place— or  as  goads,  to 
prick  one  another  forward,  or  to  keep  back ;  for  poor  oxen, 
old  oxen,  with  a  load,  go  heavily  and  dully  up  bill,  and 
sometimes  run  too  fast  down*    These  epistles  renew  the 
epistles  formerly  written  in  our  hearts ;  such  have  been  thy 
kind  letters,  with  divers  others  from  worthy  friends.  1 
received  one  from  John  Femberton,  and  one  from  John 
Churchman,  who  says,    We  are  now  going  to  an  Indian 
^  treaty,  to  be  held  at  Bast-town,  in  Bucks  county,  though 
"  we  have  been  repeatedly  informed  by  the  goremor  that  it 
**  was  his  desire  we  should  not  attend,  as  we  had  done  at 
some  times  heretofore,  from  an  intimation  whicb  be  bad 
**  received  from  the  Piroprietary,  that  it  was  offensiTC  to  the 
ministry  in  England.  Our  sense  of  duty  in  this  afiair,  at 
tbis  critical  coiqnncture,  is  too  deeply  impressed  to  be 
rubbed  out  by  repulses,  or  disdainful  flouts,  arising  from 
misconstructions  of  our  intentions,  which  are  pretty  libe« 
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"rallj  bestowed  on  us  at  present;  bul  our  proceedings, 
"  manifesting  the  sincerity  of  our  intentions,  when  lliey 
"  come  to  appear  in  public  view,  may  set  things  in  another 
*«  light/' 

Thus  we  see  how  that  which  lets  will  let,  until  it  is  taken 
out  of  the  way ;  but,  surely,  if  Friends  keep  their  places  in 
the  Tnith,  there  is  no  sword  formed  against  it  winch  will 
prosper,  niul  every  tongue  rising  against  its  judgment,  will  . 
be  condemned.  And  I  am  prrsnaded  that  stillness  and 
patience,  when  we  have  done  our  duty  honestly,  are  safest 
to  abide  in;  and  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Lord  will  make  a 
way  for  his  Truth  and  people,  and  their  enemies  will  fall. 

I  came  almost  directly  from  the  Northern  dales  to  tbia 
place. 

Let  us  not  forget  the  rock,  nor  the  hole  of  the  pit  from 
whence  we  were  dug;  it  is  a  rugged  place  to  get  to  and 
froni, — I  lefl  it  too  soan.  If  I  should  have  my  age  renewed, 
and  wings  as  an  eagle,  or  as  a  giant  refreshed  with  wine  from 
the  True  Vine ;  or,  in  thy  language,  warmed  with  fire  from 
above  ;  or,  if  my  Master  would  give  the  signal^  and  array  me 
with  bis  own  livery^  I  would  venture  his  pay.  This,  with 
dear  love,  from  yonr  poor  old  iHeiid, 

Abiubam  Fabrington. 

SAMUEL  FOTHER6ILL  TO  HIS  SISTER. 

Warrington,  iOth  Mo.,  Srd,  17d7. 

I  am  poor,  reiy  poor:  I  have  a  fund  of  affection 
and  tenderness,  but  eyen  that  is  at  times  almost  inaccessible, 
and  then  how  can  I  bring  it  forth }  I  may  claim  thy  affec- 
tionate sympathy,  and  perhaps,  if  at  any  painful  hour  the 
like  may  attend  thee,  it  may  suggest  relief,  in  that  thon  art 
not  alone.  The  altemaUons  of  light  and  darkness  are  neces- 
sarily appointed ;  in  the  6rst  creation  of  this  world,  night 
intervened  betwixt  the  days ;  if  so,  in  the  days  of  purity  and 
innocence,  what  may  not  be  expected,  when  transgression 
and  offences  have  brought  an  interruption  of  order  and  har- 
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mouy  i  Nay,  if  the  Alinighty  Former  have  renewed  into 
newness  of  nature,  the  day  and  the  ni^'lit  remain  in  divine 
wisdom,  in  the  necessary  vara  t}  (  f  liie  new  creation,  that 
each  may  shew  forth  their  wonders,  and  speak  his  praise 
who  ordained  them.  Tims,  beloved  sister,  friend,  and  fellow- 
traveller  towards  the  mountain  where  the  Lord  rests,  having 
finished  his  work  to  perfection,  we  may  learn  to  rejoice  in 
tribulation,  sustained  by  a  lively  hope  that  neither  heif^lits, 
nor  depths,  things  past,  present,  nor  to  come,  shall  separate 
us  from  that  love  wliich  is  stronger  than  death,  though  the 
trials  thereof  may  be  manifold. 

 I  am  relievingly  sensible  of  best  help  and  strength 

renewed  to  act  and  live  to  my  own  peace,  and  tin-  advantage 
of  olliersi  as  a  person,  embarrassed  in  a  dark  wilderness, 
without  a  path  or  light,  beholds  with  joy  the  return  of  day, 
and  the  prospect  of  the  dwellings  of  men,  so  hath  my  exer- 
cised spirit,  after  a  painful,  yet  profitable  baptism,  again 
beheld  His  face  in  the  Light,  and  found  myself  amongst  his 
shepherds'  tents,  may  the  gain  and  glory  be  ascribed  where 
it  is  ever  due. 

1  am,  in  the  bonds  of  sincerest  affection. 

Thy  loving  Brother, 

8.  F. 

MARY  PEMBERTOH  TO  SUSANNA  FOTBERaiLL. 

Philadelphia,  1 0th  Mo.,  13th,  1757. 

I  am  at  times  mercifully  favoured  with  a  degree  of  that 
united  love,  which  in  its  divine  natnre  and  efficacy  cements 
the  hearts  of  its  true  votaries,  and  makes  them  dear  to  each 
other,  though  personally  unacquainted;  it  is  in  this  sort  that 
thou,  my  friend,  hast  been  often  brought  to  my  mind,  as  well 
as  a  near  remembrance  of  the  deep  travail  and  unwearied 
labour  of  thy  dear  husband  in  the  glorious  work  of  the 
Oospel,  in  which  my  spirit  hath  frequently  been  greatly 
refreshed  under  a  variety  of  exercises  and  close  baptisms. 
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and  doubt  not  but  uuny  besides  myself  do  both  now,  and  wiU 
hereafter^  leap  the  adTantage  of  excellent  fruits  prodaced  hy 
his  ministcyy  as  well  as  that  of  diveFS  others  of  our  ndaable 
fiiendsy  eminentlj  gifted  and  qualified^  and  sent  to  us  in  an 
acceptable  time,  which  to  me  seems  an  evident  demonstration 
of  Heavenly  regard,  and  that  the  everlasting  Arm  of  Suffi- 
ciencj  is  still  stretched  forth  to  gather  a  people,  whose 
progenitors  were  not  only  blessed  with  the  dew  of  heaven, 
but  also  with  the  fatness  of  the  earth ;  outward  peace  and 
tranquillity  filled  their  borders,  and  the  sound  of  war  they 
were  strangers  to;  but,  alas!  the  scene  is  greatly  changed, 
and  I  believe  many  of  the  oflbpring  of  those  worthies,  who 
are  entered  into  tiieir  heavenly  mansions,  have  too  lightly 
esteemed  their  father's  God,  and  the  Rock  of  their  salvation; 
nevertheless,  there  are  yet  a  number  whose  trust  and  confi« 
dence  is  In  him  alone,  and  these  at  times  ore  favoured  with 
the  spirit  of  intercession,  that  the  descendants  of  his  people 
may  not  be  cast  off,  but  that  he  may  be  graciously  pleased 
yet  to  make  choice  of  them,  though  it  may  be  in  the  ftimaee 
of  affliction. 

.  This  is  designed  by  our  valuable  friend  Thomas  Gawthorp, 
whose  visit  has  been  very  acceptable  and  serviceable,  I 
believe  in  general,  in  a  particular  manner  so  to  myself^ 
having  his  company  in  the  house  in  a  time  when  nearly 
tried;  my  only  daughter  being  visited  with  a  dangerous 
illness,  which  reduced  her  so  low,  that  for  many  days  I 
despaired  of  her  recovery,  and  she  herself  did  not  expect 
it;  though  she  had  been  a  hopeful  child,  it  was  to  her  a 
season  of  deep  probation,  and  a  winnowing  time^  in  which 
the  Lord  was  pleased  to  manifest  to  her  the  emptiness  of 
eveiy  temporal  enjoyment  without  that  of  his  divine  presence, 
for  which  she  was  in  great  distress;  and  as  it  hath  pleased 
him  to  raise  her,  even  from  the  brink  of  the  grave,  1  hope, 
and  earnestly  desire,  it  may  prove  a  lasting,  profitable  visita- 
tion to  her.  She,  with  the  rest  of  our  children,  retain  an 
affectionate  remembrance  of  thy  dear  husband,  and  enter- 
tain, at  times,  a  pleasing  prospect  of  once  more  seeing 
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him  io  Philadelphia^  at  which  many  heside  them  would 
rejoice. 

Makt  Pbmbbbton. 

john  churchman  to  samuel  fothergill. 

East  Nottingham,  10th  Mo.,  16th,  1757. 

 I  think  that  this  Yearly  Meeting,  during 

the  time  of  our  sitting  on  the  affairs  of  the  Society,  was  as 
much  faroaied  as  any  meeting  I  was  erer  in ;  which  is, 
indeed,  great  cause  of  solemn  thankfulness.  We  had  the 
company  of  many  of  our  youth,  who  sat  with  a  reverent 
attention,  and  some  spoke  to  the  business  to  my  admiration ; 
so  that,  notwithstanding  all  our  troubles,  which  are  many, 
I  dare  not  yet  conclude  that  the  liord  intends  to  destroy 
us,  but  rather  to  instruct  by  a  rod  of  correction. 

Dear  Samuel,  as  to  myself,  1  dare  not  say  much,  being 
never  more  sensible  that  of  myself  I  am  weakness  altogether. 
I  have  known  few  times  of  greater  purgation  than  of  late, 
which  has  made  way  for  a  greater  degree  of  purity  for  a 
time,  and  the  text  says, — The  pure  in  heart  shall  see  God ; 
and,  indeed,  it  is  only  in  a  state  of  purity  that  the  Lord 
re?ea1s  liis  secrets,  and  opens  those  things  which  to  the 
world  and  its  spirit  have  been  kept  secret  from  the  founda- 
tion of  the  world. 

— ........  In  many  places  there  is  a  young  generation 

coming  up,  who  will  take  the  burthen  willingly  upon  them, 
not  of  constraint  but  of  a  ready  mind,  and  the  work  will 
prosper  in  their  hands,  though  at  present  they  may  be 
reproached  by  such  Sauls,  who,  at  times,  know  the  anoint- 
ing is  upon  the  young,  and  the  Spirit  is  in  them,  though  • 
departed  from  themselves,  because  of  disobedience:  and 
who  more  jealous  and  spiteful  than  such  at  times  are  ? 

John  Cuuhcuman. 
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AKiTHOMY  BENEZET  TO  SAMUfit  FOTHERQILL. 

Philadelphia,  10th  Mo.,  17th,  1757. 

I  herewith  send  thee  a  new  edition  of  John 
Everard*8  writings;  a  book,  on  the  reading  of  which,  often, 
light  and  a  degree  of  life  have  been  communicated.  Doubt- 
less thou  art  not  unacquainted  with  it ;  but,  as  it  is  scarce 
to  be  met  with  amongst  you,  I  thought  it  might  not  be 
unacceptable  to  thee  or  thy  neighbours.  However,  it  is 
the  best  token  I  am  at  present  capable  of  sending  thee  of 
mjr  remembrance  and  love ;  which  is  as  sincere  and  entire 
as  my  poor  weak  heart  is  capable  of.  May  the  Almighty 
be  tby  guide  and  strength!  Painful  in  many,  very  many 
respects  is  our  situation,  particularly  mine,  under  an 
uncommon  sense  of  poverty  and  desertion.  O,  the  weak- 
ness, tbe  instability,  the  selt^  the  remains  of  a  subtle  pride 
that  hangs  about  human  nature,  even  of  those  that  are 
esteemed  good  and  wise  in  the  main.  How  liable  to 
change,  waver,  and  run  from  one  extreme  to  the  other. 
Well,  I  hope  I  am  cured  from  any  more  dependence  and 
expectation  from  man.  May  I  steadily  seek  comfort  and 
establishment  in  God  alone,  by  retirement,  silence,  and 
prayer ! 

I  have  often  desired  to  write  to  thee  at  large,  concerning 
tbe  present  situation  of  our  affairs,  but  have  been  let  hitherto 
for  want  of  a  sufficient  freedom  thereto.  Perhaps  it  is  best 
it  should  be  so.  I  may  with  pleasure  say,  that  there 
continues  to  be  a  great  shaking  amongst  our  dry  bones;  the 
hearts  of  many  amongst  us,  especially  the  youth,  are  touched 
with  love  and  zeal  for  God ;  may  they  abide  the  trial  better 
than  I  have  done,  and  escape  the  many  snares  which  the 
enemy  seems  to  strengthen  himself  to  lay  in  their  way.  The 
world  and  the  flesh  allure  on  (he  one  hand,  and  when  that 
is  in  measure  overcome,  another  dangerous  snare  presents, 
from  a  hind  of  enthusiastic  spirit,  which  I  apprehend  very 
much  prevails,  and  often,  too  often,  presents  itself  amongst 
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the  BOM  of  God,  even  in  otherwise  honesi-htarted  ones. 
A  mixed  fire,  in  a  great  measure  proceedinp  from  the 
passions,  of  the  creature,  being  warmed  and  raised  by  that 
which  has  the  appearance  of  zeal,  and  even  in  some,  I  have 
feared,  from  the  melody  of  their  own  voice,  which  makes 
the  creature  imagine  il  is  as  on  the  mount,  vvlien  its  friuts, 
its  spirit,  and  its  brethren's  rehgiuas  sense  declare  it  is  not. 
And  this  spirit,  not  being  sufBciently  learned  bv  that  meek- 
ness, diffidence,  and  doubt  which  accoTn])anies  the  true 
gospel,  is  impatient  of  contradiction,  and  very  apt  to  smite 
at  tiir  liDnest  fellow  servant,  when  put  on  rc-exanmiing 
its  atlammcnt,  prospect,  and  foundation.  From  these 
two  extremes,  joined  to  my  own  great  poverty,  arise  pain, 
and  often  deep  anxiety.  I  need  not  desire  thee  to  excuse 
my  incgidarity  and  freedom.  1  know  thy  sympathising 
heart  can  bear  with  the  poor  and  weak.  Only  I  would 
desire  that,  as  oitcn  as  thou  finds  freedom,  thou  wouldest  let 
me  hear  from  thee. 

T  salute  thee,  dear  friend,  and  thy  w  ife,  and  in  the  nearest 
and  dearest  manner  bid  thee  fareweU. 

Anthony  Benrzbt. 

CATHERINE  PAYTON  TO  SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL. 

Dudley,  lUh  Mo.,  Uth,  1757. 

 Our  Quarterly  Meeting  is  to  be  held  at 

Worcester  i  I  should  be  truly  glad  of  thy  company,  where 
perhaps  it  might  be  singnlarly  sertriceable,  as  nothing  has 
been  done  in  my  absence^  in  America,  towards  the  proper 
settlement  of  a  meeting  of  ministers  and  elders,  and  it  is 
hard  for  me  to  act  single  handed  in  such  weighty  affairs. 

„  I  am  convinced  that  the  bond  of  our  friendship 

is  purity,  and  a  joint  concern  for  the  honour  of  God  and  for 
the  good  of  mankind ;  and  I  have  long  thought,  if  we  are 
mutually  favoured  to  keep  our  places  in  the  Church  mili- 
tant, some  singular  good  will  accrue  from  it*    It  is  the 
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earnest,  sled  fast  prayer  of  my  soul,  that  the  purposes  of 
Him  who  has  graciously  called  us  into  his  rineyard,  in  the 
morning  of  onr  dsj,  may  be  fulfilled^  by  onr  steady  ad?anGe- 
ment  from  stage  to  stage  in  our  sacred  emplojrment,  and 
acting  in  e?ery  station  and  relation  appointed  to  us  in  lilei 
to  the  honour  of  Him  that  has  called  us  to  glory  and  to 
virtue. 

I  can  say  truly,  thai  for  a  series  of  years  I  bare  had 
nothing  so  much  in  view  as  the  filling  up  that  measure  of 
righteousness  whereunto  I  am  called;  and  if,  in  looking 
forward  in  life,  I  have  been  suffered  to  take  in  any  prospeet, 
which  in  the  apprehension  of  some  might  savour  of  crea- 
turely  gratification,  it  has  been  in  the  simplicity  of  my  hearty 
from  its  appearing  with  the  iace  of  rectitude,  at  the  same 
time  standing  open  to  the  immediate  convictions  of  TVuth^ 
or  the  intermediate  assistance  of  its  servants  in  the  suppies- 
sion  of  delusion ;  and  if  I  am  at  last  suflered  to  fall,  it  is 
with  an  anxious  desire  to  stand,  let  the  consequence^  with 
regard  to  the  body  or  things  appertaining  to  this  life^  be 
what  it  may.  To  give  up  the  world,  even  at  the  divine 
command,  and  in  exchange  for  an  infinitely  better  inherit- 
ance, to  a  mind  that  is  centered  therein  appears  much,  but 
to  one  that  can  reap  no  satisfaction  from  any  temporal  good, 
but  as  it  is  received  and  used  as  the  gift  of  God,  it  is  a  small 
matter ;  and  as  to  partake  of  it  affords  to  the  one  a  delusive 
pleasure,  so  to  the  other  pain  and  anxious  care,  which  is 
only  rendered  easy  or  tolerable  by  a  sense  of  being  engaged 
therein,  in  and  by  the  direction  of  Heaven :  so  true  do  we 
find  by  experience  that  assertion  of  our  Lord,  '^In  the 
world  ye  shall  have  trouble^  but  in  me  peace.**  My  mind, 
dear  friend,  has  been  very  humblingly  exercised  for  some 
days  past,  which  may,  perhaps,  have  fixed  these  thoughts 
rather  deeper  than  usual. 

In  my  late  turn  amongst  you,  I  may  say,  with  the  Apostle^ 
I  was  with  you  in  weakness,  in  fear,  and  in  much  trembling 
of  soul,  and  was  more  likely  to  conclude  that  I  had  lost, 
than  gained,  strength  and  wisdom,  in  the  exercise  of  the  gift 
I  am  intrusted  with ;  which  humbling  dispensation  I  know 
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was  profitable,  at  the  elose  of  a  jouniey,  wberem  I  bad  been 
sometimes  remaAablj  iaToured. 

Cathbrihb  Patton. 

In  the  1 1th  Month,  1757,  Samuel  Fothergill  had  a  certi- 
ficate from  the  Monthly  Meeting,  to  visit  the  meetings  of 
Friends  in  the  city  of  London:  no  account  of  this  visit 
remains,  but  some  allusion  is  made  to  it  in  the  following 
letter. 

LYDIA  LANCASTER  TO  SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL. 


Lancaster,  12th  Mo.,  4tb,  1757. 

Thy  lines  were  very  aeceptable  to  me  indeed,  joining 
so  much  in  one  with  the  concern  of  my  own  mind,  in  which 
I  was  ready  to  think  I  had  been  almost,  if  not  altogether 
alone;  and  notwithstanding  the  weigbt  we  ba?e  laboured 
under,  from  the  sorrowful  apprehension  and  gloomy  views 
we  have  had ;  from  all  which  we  have  been  deeply  bowed 
in  supplication,  with  Uie  cry  of — "  Oh,  Lord,  spare  thy 
people,''  and  yet,  still  resigning  all  to  an  all-seeing,  all-wise 
Providence,  who  only  knows  the  tuniing  of  every  heart, 
and  llic  huuiiliali<tii  of  every  soul,  and  can  divert  his  judg- 
nieuL'<  LIS  he  \m11  :  in  whose  wdl  and  lioh  cuunsel  niav  we 
ever  stand  lutoL !  Inv  I  believe  lliat  what  he  suffers  and  brings 
to  ]>a.ss,  in  this  nation,  w  ill  turn  ouL  to  Ins  own  praise  and 
honour,  and  in  tin;  glory  and  cnlargeuicnL  n\  Ins  Church.  I 
was  truly  glad  on  reading  of  th}  visit  to  London.  My  spirit 
said  "Amen"  to  it,  yea  and  prayer  filled  my  soul  to  Him 
that  hath  all  wisdom  and  power,  that  he  miglit  not  only 
put  thee  forth,  but  also  clearly  give  thee  to  see  ihy  way, 
place,  and  service,  in  every  meeting,  preserving  thcc  still 
within  the  bounds  of  thv  commission,  rather  within  than 
over,  for  a  shortness  is  easier  to  mend  than  an  overplus, 
while  sometimes  the  fervour  of  our  spirits  is  ready  (without 
steady  care  and  watching)  to  take  a  flight,  to  the  detriment 
ol  ilic  wiiole :  thou  wilt  hear  with  me,  as  an  old  friend, 
who  has  in  measure  learned  to  know  the  depths  of  Satan, 
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and  also  some  degret  nl"  tlic  luajesly  of  godliuess.  My  love 
to  thee  mm  parallel  to  that  of  my  oun  soul.  May  the  rock 
of  Tsi  aprs  strength,  safety,  and  refreslimenl  be  daily  revealed, 
for  tlicr  to  lean  upon;  that  in  body  and  soul,  whicli  arc  his, 
thou  may  be  supported  to  finish  thy  service  abroad,  and  to 
return  with  a  weighty  sbeaf  of  peace,  is  the  sincere  desire 
of  mv  soul. 

It  is  not  without  dilhcully  that  1  write,  having  for  two 
months  past  been  more  troubled  with  my  old  complaint,  the 
asthma,  than  ever  before;  though  1  manage  to  get  to  meet- 
ings mostly,  yet  it  is  with  much  hardship,  for  my  breathing 
is  so  obstructed,  that  I  can  speak  but  a  few  words  together. 

  Farewell,  my  Mend  and  brother  in  the  nearest 

Jciudred. 

Lydu  Lancaster. 

8AHUBL  FOTHEROILL  TO  TABITHA  ECROYD. 

Warrington,  2nd  Mo.,  I2tb,  1758. 

So  strong  and  engaging  is  that  precious  unity, 
which  is  the  bond  and  cement  of  the  family  in  hea?en 
and  earth,  as  often  to  bring  each  other  into  fresh  remem- 
brance; the  connexion  is  stronger  than  nature  suggests; 
and  in  a  iresh  spring  thereof,  my  mind  this  evening  was  a 
little  warmed  towards  thee;  though,  indeed,  such  is  my 
present  porerty  and  leanness  as  to  furnish  little  worth  thy 
notice,  unless  it  may  be  agreeable  to  hnow  that  I  feel  a 
relation  to  thee  in  the  tribulation  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus ;  in 
which  tribulation  I  can  at  times  rejoice :  so  it  behoves  the 
gosp^  minister  to  follow  his  Captain  and  Lord,  who  was 
made  perfect  in  the  feelings  of  humanity,  and,  if  possible, 
added  glory  to  his  divinity,  by  suffering  and  crucifisiou. 

My  house  hath  not  been  so  ordered  with  God,  but  that 
I  have  administered  too  frequent  occasion  for  anxiety  and 
sorrow;  I  hope  I  have  learned  from  the  things  I  have 
suffered  to  be  more  vigilant  for  the  future,  and  endeavour 
evermore  to  keep  the  holy  fire  alive  and  burning,  to  dress 
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Ihe  daily  sacrifice ;  for  when  that  once  ceases,  abomination 
will  stand  in  that  place,  which  ought  to  be  a  receptacle  for 
the  Lord  of  purity  and  perfection. 

I  write  it  with  a  deeply  feeling  heart ;  I  have  nothing  to 
glory  in  but  in  the  Lord,  and  in  his  showing  mercy  and 
loving  kindness ;  my  goings  in  his  service  and  sanctuary  are 
imperfect;  weakness  and  imbecility  in  his  work  at  times 
cover  me  with  confusion,  and,  in  times  of  greatest  help  and 
blessed  owning,  I  can  say  rightt'ousncss  belongs  to  him, 
who  only  is  holy,  but  unto  me  blushing  and  confusion  of 
face. 

It  is  a  iijr.a  and  jL^lorious  thing  to  possess  our  vessels  in 
sanctificaliuu  and  lioiiour,  meet  for  the  reception  of  the  oil 
of  consolation;  and  lo  have  our  garments  so  unspotted  from 
the  dust,  as  to  bear  an  iin  ariable,  tinllorui  resemblance  of 
that  attire,  which  is  a  garment  of  praise  ihiuughoul  the 
extensive  regions  of  our  Lord  and  Master's  empire. 

I  write  this  undesignedly,  and  w  ithout  as  much  doubt  of 
thee  as  of  myself  O  may  we  wait  in  the  court  of  the 
ttui|  the  appointed  time,  for  our  aduiissioii  into  that  which 
is  within  the  veil,  and  improve  to  profit  every  revolution 
of  the  Lord's  seasons,  whether  they  are  the  singing  of 
birds,  the  joyful  cliorus  of  souls  raised  at  times  above  the 
clogs  of  mortality,  or,  w  ith  Immaculate  Purity,  and  the  Heir 
of  Glory,  breathe  out,  Eloi,  lama  sabachthani. 

Few,  very  few,  there  are  who  are  baptized  into  this  cloud; 
Ihcre  arc  many  instructors,  even  amongst  us,  w  lio  had  need 
to  be  afresh  instructed  in  the  oracles  of  religion  ;  a  super- 
ficial ministry  in  some  places  hath  prevailed,  and  in  others, 
imperfect  births  and  di  lnrmed  productions  have  proclanni  d, 
in  the  ears  of  the  mtt  lli^t  nt,  their  ri muteness  from  the  Lord 
of  order.  If  ministers  are  not  baptized  into  the  cloud 
(which,  thotirrh  dark  and  heavy,  has  in  it  the  divine  rain), 
they  cannot  minister  of  its  dew  to  other*'.  Men,  vea  cornipt 
men,  may  hold  thru  l  evsons  and  ltiIIs  in  admiration,  and 
speak  well  of  them,  but  praise  of  the  uninitiated  is  a  wound 
to  the  soul  of  the  true  servants^  who  seek  their  Master's 
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praise,  and  uot  their  own.  Where  the  Lord  hath  dignified 
his  servants,  and  made  them  angels  indeed,  they  have  been 
lusted  after  with  disguised  impurity,  as  the  angels  sent  to 
Sodom  were.  It  remains  therefore  for  us,  dear  friend,  to 
watch  unto  prayer,  that  we  may  stand  in  the  trying  day, 
and  be  enabled  to  fill  up  our  places  with  dignity  and  useful- 
ness, and  close  our  race  with  peace. 

I  may  just  add,  no  time  of  my  pilgrimage  hath  elapsed 
wherein  I  bavr  found  greater  necessity  to  in  daily 

reverence  lor  my  own  keeping,  and,  for  the  discharge  of  the 
portion  of  labour  allotted  mc  in  the  vineyard,  fervently  to 
petition.  Lord,  give  me  wisdom,  for  T  am  Imi  a  child.  He 
who  allots  our  stations  in  his  service,  points  them  also  out 
to  his  servants  in  the  visible  Church.  There  is  great  need 
to  ask  counsel  of  our  Counsellor,  in  the  vaiious  even  is 
attending  these  mortal  vessels,  and  especially  in  moii^cntous 
affairs,  where  nuich  of  the  well-being  of  life,  and  that  in 
the  highest  sense,  is  concerned.  Tljere  never  was  any  offer 
made  to  ibec  (at  least  that  I  heard  of),  which  carried  so 
much  probability  of  being  in  divine  direction,  as  this  now 
under  thy  consideration  :  the  superiority  of  outward  enjoy- 
ments which  he  possesses,  preferably  to  the  other  offers, 
by  no  means  decides  with  me:  I  believe  there  is  a  fviimlarity 
of  mind,  and  an  engagement,  in  his  measure,  for  llu  good 
cause,  which  propose  an  union  and  iellawsbip,  all  the  riches 
of  the  world  can  never  produce,  but  have  often  tended  to 
destroy.  As  a  member  of  this  county,  1  regret  thy  removal 
from  us ;  as  a  member  of  the  Church  militant,  I  approve 
the  placing  a  candle  in  a  room  where  it  seems  much  wanted: 
I  believe,  as  thou  waits  in  singleness  of  heart  for  wisdom 
and  counsel,  it  will  be  duly  administered. 

Farewell,  dear  friend;  let  us  be  mindftil  of  our  fathers' 
God ;  he  remains  to  be  ours;  and  generation  tells  to  geoerm*" 
tion  his  acts,  and  worships  his  everlasting  arm. 

I  am,  in  the  unmixed  fellowship  of  gospel  love^  thy  friend 
and  brother  in  Jeens, 

S.  F. 


.ETAT.  42.j 


OF  SAMUEL  FOTHEKUILL. 


343 


ANN  FOTHERGILL  10  HER  BROTHER  SAMUEL. 

London,  3d  Mo.,  8tb,  1758. 

I  sate  dowu  lo  write  to  thee  with  a  degree  of  ease 
and  serenity  wliicli  promised  some  satisfaction ;  but  this  was 
soon  iiilerruplcd  by  a  dry  frame  of  mind,  that  has  indeed 
faded  and  dissipated  every  pleasing,  comli  rlable  sensation. 

 I  find  no  other  way  to  a  de^^icL  of  stability  and 

happiness,  but  to  study  lo  be  quiet,  and  mind  niy  own 
business ;  this  I  think  includes  acquiescence  and  resignation 
to  every  allotted  dispensation ;  a  steady  adherence  to  this, 
through  the  assistance  of  Providence,  may  become  more  and 
more  as  a  shelter  and  place  of  defence,  against  the  violent 
assaults  of  many  distressing  and  distracting  cares  and  cir- 
cumstances that  daily  present  to  busy  and  embondagc  the 
mind,  the  part  to  be  rendered  happy  or  miserable,  and  we 
apprized  of  it,  and  left  to  choose ;  and,  though  the  conflict 
may  be  great,  a  promise  of  being  made  overcomcrs,  if  we  faint 
not, — the  remembrance  of  which  sometimes  revives  with  a 
little  hope  and  fresh  vigour,  when  we  are  ready  to  sink. 

 Thy  remarks  on  worthy  Abraham  Farringlon*  are 

affecting  and  just ;  but  to  reflect  on  the  brightness  of  the 
setting  sun,  spreads  over  the  mind,  on  his  account,  rather  a 
pleasing  sympathy  with  him  in  his  happy  change,  than  any 
painful  regret,  but  for  the  Ioib  we  ba?e  sustained. 

A.  R 

*  This  worthy  firiend  bad  finished  his  earthly  course,  a  short 
time  before  this  was  written,  at  the  bouse  of  Thomas  Jackson,  in 
London,  who  thus  writes  to  Samuel  Fothergill : — "  All  care,  both 
by  advice  and  Dursin^,  was  taken  of  our  dear  friend  Abraham 

FarritiL'^ton,    m  he  lived,  so  he  di^,  in  [^reat  inndct  ncy  and 

quietude,  and,  no  doubt,  is  gone  to  rest  with  the  blessed." — T.  J. 
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8AMt£L  FOTUEBaiLL  TO  MARY  F£MB£&TOM. 

Warrington.  3rd  Mo.,  9lh,  1758. 

Some  person  told  mo,  before  I  left  your  country, 
that  I  should  love  your  Friends  better  wlieu  I  got  h  nu 
than  I  did  when  present  with  you ;  and  I  have  found  more 
in  the  remark  than  I  at  that  time  attended  to.  My  spirit 
often  has  fled,  on  the  wings  of  love  and  sympathy,  to  a 
region  where  it  bath  heretofore  been  warmed  with  an  ardour 
no  snblonary  enjoyment  could  e?er  inspire.  In  which  times 
I  run  from  boftse  to  boose,  from  one  brother  and  sister  to 
another;  as  osaal,  I  seem  to  enter  with  an  inquiry  (the 
result  of  affection,  not  of  formality)  after  their  health,  and 
depart  with  a  most  sincere  farewell.  In  this  view  thou  art 
familiar  with  me,  and  the  fireqnent  companion  of  my  mind, 
distinguished  lirom  most  in  your  land,  with  solicitude  for 
thy  health  and  establisbment,  through  the  many  inclement 
seasons,  as  well  as  more  flattering  events^  which  in  the 
course  of  thy  pilgrimage  fall  to  thy  lot. 

He  in  whose  hands  the  winds  are  held,  both  the  southern 
gale  and  the  northern  blast,  hath  caused  the  former  to  blow 
upon  thee  in  the  sight  of  the  many  ;  and  the  northern  gale 
of  pinching  and  trial  bath  also  blown  upon  thee,  and 
demanded  the  sympathy  of  the  few,  who,  \  ersed  in  the  alter^ 
nate  revolutions  of  the  Lord's  year,  praise  him  for  summer's 
beat  and  winter's  storms ;  for  the  stormy  wind,  fulfilling  his 
word,  was  called  upon,  as  well  as  the  rolling  stars  of  light, 
to  declare  bis  praise. 

I  have  known  times  of  sitting  by  the  waters  of  Babyloni 
and  weeping  when  1  remembered  Zion;  bnt  when  I  have 
looked  into  the  holy  sanctuary,  I  have  seen  afflictions  and 
sorrow  are  more  the  result  of  our  own  conduct  than  the 
dii  ine  intention.  If  we  fully  follow  him  in  all  bis  leadings, 
the  Lord*s  way  would,  to  many  of  us,  be  a  plainer  path 
than  we  find  it.  Great  is  the  advantage  of  faithful  obedi- 
^ce ;  it  sweetens  every  cup,  and  speaks  peace  to  the  soul. 
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Unmixed  sincerity  towaTds  God  is  an  excellent  sweetener 
of  all  the  cnps  we  drink  of  from  the  fountain  of  Marah ;  but 
where  the  secret  consciousness  of  want  of  true  resignation 
and  humble  following  on  preys  upon  the  mind,  each  cannot 
fly  with  boldness  to  the  altars  of  Ood,  where  even  the 
swaOows  have  a  place  albtted.  May  best  wisdom  and 
fortitude  be  the  clothing  of  thy  mind,  and  peace,  and  the 
answer  of  Well  done,*  be  thy  portion  for  ever. 

I  sat  down  to  tell  thee  that  I  remembered  thee;  m)  pen 
hath  run  on  in  a  manner  I  did  not  expect,  perhaps  in  an 
improper  one.  However,  this  I  know,  love,  stronger  than 
death,  seasons  my  spiri^  in  which  I  affectionately  salute 
thee  and  all  thy  children;  I  Ioto  them  nearly,  and  the 
hoxd  loves  them,  and  would  make  them  his  in  an  everlasting 
covenant  O,  that  their  hearts  might  but  enough  prize  the 
blessed  vintalions  of  his  mercy,  and  by  an  early  choice  of 
the  paths  of  wisdom  and  truth,  fill  up  their  duty  to  their 
parents,  their  God,  and  his  people,  in  this  their  day,  that 
Uie  diadem  of  peace  might  be  with  them  for  ever. 

S.  F, 

SAMUEL  FOTUERGILL  TO  MARY  YAAMALL. 

Warrington,  3rd  Mo.,  9tb,  1758. 

I  liave  not  forgotten  thf  i  t  liul  which  I  al  times  met 
with  when  in  your  coiinlrv,  by  Friends  mitigating  the  inevit- 
able pain  of  absence,  by  giving  my  wife  some  account  of  me, 
when  I  miglit  be  prevented  doing  it  by  such  engagements 
as  necessarily  attended  a  sincere  endeavour  to  discharge  my 
duty  in  the  service  of  our  ever  worthy  Lord  and  Master. 
Experience  bath  taught  me  sympathy,  and  the  very  sincere 
regard  I  have  for  thy  dear  husband,  ihysehj  and  the  children, 
demands  a  testimony  of  it  on  the  present  occasion.  I  was, 
by  a  slight  indisposition,  prevented  accompanying  him  to 
a  Quarterly  Meeting  in  Cheshire,  lo  which  he  set  out  this 
morning,  accompanied  by  ray  wife  and  Samuel  £mlen,  and 
we  expect  him  here  again  in  a  few  days. 
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He  is  bravely  in  health,  and  inwaidly  and  ontwardlj 
well,  bemg  preserred  in  that  happy  stability  which  is  in  the 
middle  of  the  path  of  tioe  jud^ent.  His  service  is  tmly 
acceptable  to  tihe  Knng  ;  and,  by  the  haste  he  is  allowed 
by  his  wise  and  graeions  Master  to  laake,  may  be  expected 
to  be  clear  sooneir  than  many  others  thai  have  come  here 
from  yont  land.  The  tender  connexions  of  natnie,  confirmed 
by  the  yet  stronger  cement  of  divine  love,  which  establish 
yonr  union,  will  doubtless  often  suggest  a  secret,  anxious 
wish  for  his  return  tx>  his  beloved  relatives;  but  whOst 
natoral  affbctton  prompts  to  wish  his  rtrtnm  home,  may  a 
suitable  deference  ever  be  paid  to  that  direction  which  is 
wise,  and  in  whose  sacred  allotment  the  joyous  events  of 
human  life  are  sanctified,  and  the  adverse  rendered  sweet 
I  early  felt  with  and  for  thee,  when  he  was  suffered  to  (all 
into  tfie  hands  of  unreasonable  men;*  but  He  whom  thy 
dear  husband  served  set  bounds  to  their  wrath,  and  vouch- 
safed a  speedy  deliverance.  And  why  may  we  not  suppose 
the  Lord  of  the  harvest  perfectly  wise,  in  now  and  then 
lighting  a  candle  in  those  lands  where  dailraess  prevails  I 
It  is,  doubtless,  consistent  with  hb  sovereignty  and  goodness, 
who  would  bless  the  utmost  borders  of  his  ample  empire, 
and  make  the  place  of  his  feet  glorious.  He  who  cares  for 
the  sparrow,  and  bath  numbered  the  hairs  of  our  heads, 
mercifully  presides  among  his  people,  divides  the  spoil  to 
those  who,  in  his  strength,  go  out  to  war,  and  allots  a  share 
to  those  who  stay  at  home,  in  their  duty  filling  up  their 
places.  I  ara  persuaded,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  the  im  rciful 
Father  cares  for  what  we  leave  behind  us,  blesses  olun 
with  jjrosperity,  and  always  with  patience,  as  we  look 
towards  Him.  IT  outward  aH'uirs  are  not  beneath  hi^  provi- 
dential notice,  how  much  more  those  to  \\  hum  we  stand  in  a 
nearer  relation, — those  pledges  of  mutual  love.  The  example 
of  tender  parents  may  be  in  measure  vacated,  yet  the  deii- 

*  ISbjidecai  Yarnall,  whilst  on  liis  pa8saj*e  from  Anieiica  to 
Europe,  was  captured  by  Uie  Frencli,  but  was  soon  relea8ed. 
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ciencj  is  made  up  bj  the  inteipositimi  of  tlie  ever^ptewnt 
and  all-BuffieieDt  FaUier.  I  remember^  and  at  this  lime  it 
u  heak  with  me^  that  iD  my  honoiiiable  fiilhei'a  abtenee  (he 
being  in  yonr  land»)  the  humbling  conTertmg  Hand  efleotu- 
allj  prevailed  with  me^  to  embrace  the  day  of  his  visitation. 
And  my  heart  is  anzious  that  you^  the  beloved  ofTspi  iug  of 
the  Loid*s  servant,  may  be  enriched  with  the  same  blessing, 
and  that  yon  may  give  up  yonr  names  to  be  inserted  in  the 
roll  of  the  Lord's  servants,  which  is  the  Lamb's  booh  of  life. 
For  this  hb  prayers  ascend,  who,  having  proved  the  service  of 
the  Most  High,  has  found  it  to  be  freedom  and  perfect  liberty. 
May  a  holy  union  of  spirit  unite  the  whole  together,  that 
you  may  availingly  follow  after  those  things  which  make 
Ibr  your  peace;  and  may  innocent  hands  be  put  up  to  the 
Almighty,  for  a  beloved  fathei^s  return  to  you  in  safety,  and 
with  sheaves  in  his  bosom. 

With  a  heart  replenished  with  unfeigned  love,  I  salute 
thee,  dear  friend,  and  all  the  cldldren  capable  of  reeriving 
it,  and  am  thy  very  aflfectionate  Mend, 

a  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTUERGILL  TO  ISRAEL  PEMBERTON. 

WarriugtoD,  Srd  Mo.,  1st,  1756. 

I  received  thy  accepLable  letter,  and  as  I  am  oflen 
anxiously  thoughtful  about  you,  and  solicitous  for  your 
establishment  in  the  best  things,  the  account  thou  gave  me 
(confirmed  by  several  others)  of  the  gracious  continuance  of 
best  helj)  towards  you  in  the  last  Yearly  Meeting,  was  truly 
acceptal)le.  May  the  w  isdfUTi  which  is  from  above,  with  all 
its  train  of  divine  cninjjainoiis, —  faith,  meelcness,  stability, 
and  charity, —  be  more  tbt:  clothing  of  our  sjnrits;  and  then 
shall  we  know  a  right  improvement  of  mercies  past,  and  a 
meelness  for  those  yet  within  the  veil.  And  when  I  consider 
the  extent  of  unmerited  condescension  towards  our  Society 
m  neral,  and  to  many  particulars  in  an  especial  manner, 
for  their  own  help,  and  the  substantial  edification  of  the 
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body,  my  heart  alraost  dissolves  witliiii  me,  and  ferrenUy 
begs  protection  and  preseiration  for  all  in  tbe  beavenly 
hierarchy,  that  they  may  bear,  without  a  niixtare,  in  their 
coimtenancei«,  the  resemblance  of  lungs'  sons,  waiting  for  the 
renewed  discoveiy  of  their  part  in  the  universal  tribute  of 
obedience  and  praise,  and  strength  to  yield  it;  that  nothing 
may  ever  prevail,  either  in  the  latent  source  of  our  conduct, 
or  be  admitted  at  all  to  tincture  it,  that  is  not  of  the  Lamb, 
or  distort  our  features  with  the  emotions  of  passions  repng* 
nant  to  those  of  the  heavenly  family.  I  know  we  have  great 
need  often  to  have  recourse  to  the  pool,  and  to  come  under 
the  turning  of  that  hand  that  hath  distinguished  tis  from 
many  of  our  brethren.  Oh  let  humility  be  our  dwelling- 
place,  and  the  uniform  rule  of  our  conduct;  so  shall  the 
slippery  path  through  time  be  trod  with  safety,  and  our  feet 
at  last  stand  firmly  within  the  gates  of  salvation. 

1  have  spent  some  time  agrceablv  with  worthy  Thomas 
Gawthorp  since  his  return  home,  liaving  paid  liini  a  visit  at 
his  own  house.  He  hatb  not  lost  ground  by  his  journey 
amongst  you,  though  hi.s  lot  liatb  been  in  suflering  since  his 
return;  yet  the  answer  of  "  Well  done,"  se(  nis  as  a  pearl  in 
his  field,  most  surely  there,  ihougli  often  concealed  from 
view. 

In  all  cases  wliere  contrary  sentiments  occur,  and  where 
we  are  required  earnestly  to  contend  for  the  faith,  the 
more  the  meekness  of  tbe  L:iiiili  is  adopted  and  abode  in, 
the  more  indispuiably  He  is  kuuu  n  to  be  the  Lion  of  Jud ;ih*s 
tribe,  going  forth  conquering  and  to  conquer.  I  symj)athise 
nearly  with  such  amongst  you  who  dare  not  turn  aside  from 
the  directions  of  Heaven,  but  ioUow  the  ark  into  Junlan. 
May  the  holy  covering  of  peace  and  meekness  be  upon 
them,  and  it  will  be  in  the  end  a  garment  of  jn  aise. 

I  have  never  yet  seen  cause  to  recede  from  the  judgment 
of  Friends  who  signed  the  E])istlc  of  Love  and  Caution,  :ind 
T  believe  our  Yearly  Meeting  will  scarcely  decide  the  point, 
or  meddle  with  it. 

S.  F. 
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SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  JOHN  PEHBBRTON. 

WarriDgtODy  drd  Mo.,  lOtb,  1768. 

That  affectionate  regard  tbat  lired  with  me  Ipwaids 
thee  from  oor  veiy  first  acquaintance,  is  by  no  means  impaiied 
by  absence,  for  it  ia  derived  from  that  which  doth  not  change ; 
in  which  I  affectionately  salute  thee,  earnestly  desiring  thy 
perseverance  and  growth  into  a  measure  of  the  stature  of  the 
folness  of  Christ;  being  sensible  that  He  who  hath  called 
thee  by  his  grace,  and  whose  gifts  and  calling  are  without 
repentance,  would  lead  on  towards  perfection  his  children, 
whom  he  hath  begot  by  his  own  power;  and  although  their 
path  may  be  through  the  region  of  the  shadow  of  death,  he 
is  able  to  keep  unto  salvation. 

Many,  very  many,  are  the  obstructions  in  our  way  to  the 
kingdom,  but  our  greatest  enemies  are  those  of  our  own 
heart;  the  corrupt,  selfish  will,  that  wiUs  not  the  things  of 
God,  is  apt  to  get  up,  and  wants  not  its  disguises  to  deceive 
and  multiply  sorrow.  It  would  choose  and  refuse,  according 
to  its  own  conception ;  and  as  it  is  not  subject  to  the  divine 
law,  it  cannot  enjoy  a  place  in  the  holy  family,  who  with 
one  accord  say,  ''Thy  will  be  done  in  earth,  as  it  is  in 
heaven."  Dear  John,  how  many  sorrowful  hours  hath  this 
revolting  heart  cost  some  of  us,  in  our  wearisome  pilgrimage, 
let  experience  testify.  On  the  contrary,  when  we  seek 
singly  the  accomplishment  of  the  divine  will,  in  and  by  us, 
peace  springs  and  flows  like  a  river;  our  strength  is  renewed, 
and  our  youth,  like  the  eagle's.  An  increase  in  heavenly 
knowledge,  irom  the  Alpha  throughout  the  divine  progressive 
alphabet,  from  one  letter  to  another,  even  from  the  first  to 
the  last,  is  vouchsafed,  and  the  glory  redounds  to  the  ever 
worthy  name.  ,  In  humbling,  stripping  times,  we  can  ktss 
the  rod,  and  be  instructed  in  paUence  and  frdih,  in  vigilance 
and  holy  fear.  Being  well  cont^  with  our  allotment,  if  we 
have  a  ]>lace  in  His  house,  it  is  enough,  however  low  the 
station.    Permit  me  tenderly  to  suggest  the  query,  whether 
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Ihou  hast  not  covered  thy  face  with  ashes  in  mourning,  at 
times,  through  a  disposition  to  choose  thy  service,  and  to 
refuse  it  when  prompt  obedience  was  thine  incumbent  duty  ? 
Yet  the  Lord  of  living  mercy  is  mindful  of  thee  for  good ;  his 
band  is  underneath,  though  at  limes  invisibly,  in  order  to 
establish  in  peace  and  holy  tranquillity.  But  peace  is  sown 
for  the  truly  obedient,  and  will,  after  the  revolutions  of  the 
appointed  seasons,  produce  the  desired  fruit. 

I  nt  arly  syiiipalhise  with  the  living  amongst  you,  iu  tins 
dark  and  gloomy  day  that  hath  come  upon  your  land ;  and 
ol),  saith  my  soul,  that  you  may  all  stand,  with  your  loins 
girt  about,  having  on  tlic  complete  armour  of  light.  Thus 
innocence  and  f  irLilnde  will  render  these  tinallv  victoriooSy 
and  whatever  may  iUteml,  your  reward  will  be  sure. 

T  am,  through  mercy,  pretty  well  in  health,  and  not  idle, 
fmdiug  work  in  my  own  vineyard,  and,  according  to  my 
measure,  in  the  Church  of  Christ.  My  wife  is  as  well  as  for 
several  years,  and  joins  me  in  the  tenders  of  dear  love  to 
thy  worthy,  honourable  mother  and  thyself. 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  JAMES  PEMBEItTON. 

Warrington,  Srd  Mo.,  lOthr  1758. 

I  was  well  pleased  with  the  receipt  of  thine^  con- 
taining a  circnmstantia]  accoont  of  affairs  amongst  you, 
together  with  some  reflections  upon  sereral  things,  which 
were  just  and  proper.  These  testimonies  of  regard  and 
aflbction  are  allowably  pleasing  to  me,  who  often  am  present 
in  spirit  with  many  of  you,  and  rejoice  in  every  event  which 
promotes  the  real  prosperity  of  that  once  happy  land,  and 
am  as  sensihly  pained  with  Uioee  occurrencei  which  tend  to 
its  hurt  Ihough,  indeed,  we  are  short-sighted  creatures  | 
we  see  not  the  wheel  within  the  wheel,  and  often  form  a 
hasty  judgment  of  those  things  we  do  see  and  feeL  Thus 
present  afflictions  are  accounted  evils,  and  the  shaldng  of  the 
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rod  oT  llie  Highest  over  a  forgetful  people  is  more  attended 
to,  aiul  greater  en(lea\  C)Lirs  used  to  obviate  it,  than  to  search 
out  tlie  cause,  even  the  backslidiug  uf  Ihc  people,  the  con- 
stant spring  of  distress ;  and  no  power  can  separate  this 
effect  from  its  urigmal  cau;,e.  I  trust  many  look  into  that 
which  is  within  the  veil,  and  properly  improve  the  present 
dispensation,  that  they  may  be  prepared  to  bear  with  benefit 
a  relaxation  of  present  sorrow,  or,  wiiat  perhaps  is  nearer, 
the  letting  loose  of  the  Lord's  hand  in  terrible  judgment 
I  remark  with  joy  the  continuance  of  diviue  favour  towards 
you,  in  repeated  offers  of  his  love  by  his  servants.  Oh  that 
each  soul,  sensible  of  these  favours,  may  improve  them  to 
profit;  for  to  many,  the  dew  of  heaven  is  as  water  spilt  upon 
a  stone,  from  not  considering  that  they  are  mercies  to  be 
accounted  for  in  the  day  of  recompense. 

The  weakucss,  wickechiess,  and  insincerity  of  your  prin- 
cipal people  in  power,  are  subjecLs  of  sonowlul  consideration, 
and  seem  to  me  to  threaten  desolation,  instead  of  protection 
and  help.  For  when  government,  instituted  for  salutary 
purposes,  becomes  cither  lax  or  perverted  to  rc  jmirnant 
purposes,  it  is  a  presage  of  calamity,  and  made  au  engine  of 
oppression.  But  in  tlie  cloud  is  the  way  of  the  Sovereign 
of  the  world,  as  surely  as  in  the  paths  of  light.  I  meddle 
little  with  the  public  transactions  of  Europe,  but  think  the 
nations  are  as  a  boiling  pot.  Wars,  commotions,  and  blood- 
shed hli  the  awful  scene,  and  a  sjurit  is  let  loose  which 
breathes  destmction  1  am  sorry  to  hear  of  the  defec- 
tion and  cowardice  of  some  in  the  Jerseys,  in  flinching  from 
their  testimony.  Alas !  what  have  we  that  we  have  not 
received?  and  can  we  ever  part  with  any  portion  of  it  for 
a  better  use,  than  for  His  sake  who  giveth  us  all  things 
richly  to  enjoy?  I  sincerely  wish  all  Friends  may  abide  in 
the  innocent  quiet,  where  counsel  springs  up  in  the  needful 
hour,  as  it  is  sought  in  singleness  of  heart  I  find  an 
increasing  reluctancy  in  several  minds  against  the  payment 
of  ibe  land  tax  here.  Ferad?enture  the  time  may  approach, 
in  which  the  command  may  ran  thus, — Speak  to  my 
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people  that  they  go  forward.  And  perhaps  tlie  faithfiil 
amongst  you  may  form  the  van. 

Of  worthy  A.  Farringtoii*8  departuie,  fhou  bast  doubtless 
heard.  He  fiDished  his  course  well  and  bright;  and  that 
is  enoaghy  wheneyer  the  appointed  hour  cornea. 

Thy  sister  Sarah  Lloyd  is  the  frequent  companion  of  my 
veiy  aflectionate  remembrance.  Her  portion  is  afflicting; 
to  be  cut  off  from  the  satisfactions  of  life,  innocent  in  their 
nature,  and  even  laudable  when  rightly  enjoyed,  and  to 
remain  in  a  constant  state  of  indisposition,  makes  nature 
shudder.  But  if  the  satisfactions^  merely  human,  aiv  much 
gone,  its  temptations  are  also  weakened;  and  no  confine- 
ment so  close,  but  He  who  entered,  the  doors  being  sbnt,*^ 
can  find  admission  there.  The  salutation  of  kind  and  tender 
love  reaches  to  her,  and  may  the  Holy  One  speak  comfort- 
ably  to  her. 

Thy  assuret^  affectionate  fiiend, 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTUEHGILL  TO  HAl^MAU  LUGAN.# 

Warrington,  1758. 

NeitlR  i  Imii'  nor  distance  halh  cH'aced  tlieu  out  of 
my  reniembrancL'  uul  near  regard,  ihoiigl),  perhaps,  thou 
may  almost  have  thought  so.  Thou  hast  been  the  frequent 
companion  of  my  mind,  with  desires  for  thy  growth  and  sta- 
bility in  those  things  which  are  most  excellent;  and  well 
assured  I  am,  thy  moraing  light  would  be  beautified  with 
additional  degrees  of  splendour,  if  no  unfaithfulness  or  want 
of  right  care  on  thy  part  defeat  the  sacred  design  of  that  mer- 
ciful one,  who  is  the  Lord  of  perfection,  and  w  ould  have  his 
SODS  and  daughters  like  himself,  according  to  Ibeir  age  and 
growth.  That  this  blessed  resemblance  may  be  impressed 
upon  thee,  is  my  earnest  prayer  \  and,  in  order  thereto,  permit 

♦  Wife  of  William  Logan,  and  daughter  of  Geoi^e  and  Mary 
Kmlen. 
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me  to  suggest  a  fevv  such  hints  and  cautions  as  may  arise  in 
a  mind  anxious  for  thy  gnod,  and  warmed  with  the  best  love. 

Study  to  be  quiet,  and  iniiid  thine  own  business,  is  one 
uselul,  necessary  drection  to  all  vviiu  wuuld  thrive  at  home! 
there  is  an  active  enemy,  who  seeks  to  draw  o\it  the  mind 
after  other  people's  business,  to  the  neglect  of  our  own ; 
whereby  hurt  and  loss  attend,  and  the  feet  of  the  mind  are 
gadding  iVoui  liouse  to  house,  and  abide  not  within  our  own 
doors;  the  domestic  atlairs  of  tlie  soul  are  neglected,  the 
bouse  gets  unclean  and  confused ;  and  when  the  holy  Head 
of  the  family  and  Husband  of  the  soul  comes,  be  finds  things 
unmeet  for  Ins  reception,  and  refuses  to  take  u])  his  residence. 
Here  some  bemoan  his  absence,  which  is  chiefly  or  wholly 
ow  iiig  to  their  want  of  care  in  having  all  things  clean  and 
in  order,  and  being  at  home  to  receive  him  when  he  conies. 

Tt  is  a  common  consequence  of  vvaiidering  much  from 
home,  to  hear  many  reports,  whereby  the  lumd  feeds  on 
wind ;  this  is  also  ruinous  and  destructive.  It  was  not  upon 
the  mountains,  or  far  off,  that  manna  descended  for  Israel, 
but  even  about  their  tents ;  and  the  celestial  bread,  whicb 
hath  been  the  statl  of  life  to  the  living  of  nil  ^venerations,  is 
in  our  own  houses  ;  the  vein  of  fine  gold  runs  m  our  hearts, 
there  let  us  dig,  and  patiently  bear  the  refiner's  hand. 
Blessed  is  that  servant  who  is  found  thus  abiding  and 
waiting  at  home;  when  liis  Master  comes,  he  will  accept 
him,  and  make  him  ruler  in  his  stead.  Here  stands  the 
power  and  ability  of  being  rightly  useful  i^i  the  cause  of 
truth,  whether  in  tiic  church,  or  in  our  own  tamilies.  In  this 
authority,  the  tender  connexions  of  nature,  improved  by  grace 
atul  confirmed  by  prudence,  become  a  threefold  cord,  that 
cannot  easily  be  broken;  and  if  we  instantly  see  not  the 
desire  of  our  souls,  we  shall  not  assunie  the  divine  preroi,';?- 
tivc  in  fixinjj  judgment,  or  decline  our  patient  waiting  until 
our  Lord  comes,  who  can  do  all  for  us»  yea,  more  abundantly 
than  we  dare  expect  or  ask. 

8.  F. 
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DOCTOR  FOTHEJUMLL  TO  HIS  BROTHER  SAMUEL. 

LoodoD.  3rd  Mo.«  80lh,  175B. 

I  now  write  that  I  may  not  seem  to  fofget  thee 
long  together;  forget  thee,  I  cannot  I  have  passed  a  labo- 
rious winter,  unpleasant  to  mjself  in  some  respects,  but  1 
hope  not  altogether  unprofitable;  I  mean  not  only  with 
respect  to  temporal  adTantage — of  this  I  might  have  as 
much  as  one  in  a  private  station  ought  to  look  for — but  I 
gladly  encourage  the  rising  question.  To  what  end  ?  and  I 
hope,  in  one  respect  or  another,  I  am  hept  daily  mindful, 
in  degree,  of  the  winding  up  of  all  things.  Could  I,  by 
unwearied  application,  get  myself  more  at  liberty  a  few 
weeks  hence  to  sit  down  with  my  friends  at  our  ensuing 
solemnity  here,  I  should  be  glad ;  but  of  this  I  have  not  so 
much  as  the  faintest  hope.  I  shall  see  you  now  and  then 
as  a  traveller,  but  if  I  can  be  kept  so  far  alive  as  to  rejoice 
when  the  will  of  heaven  is  done,  I  shall  be  satisfied,  if 
nothing  more  is  permitted  to  be  my  portion.  I  am,  as 
much  as  ever,  thy 

JOHK  FOTBBROILL. 

SAMUEL  EMLEN  TO  SAMUEL  FOTHEKUILL. 

Bristol,  4ih  Mo.,  18th,  1758. 

Our  valuable  friend  Mordecai  Yamall  aud  myself 
are  both  licrc,  and  through  mercy  pretty  well  in  health, 
and  not  iiiseiisil)le  of  the  divine  vouchsafements  of  that 
helj)  unto  him,  which  ever  attends  the  willing  in  Israel, 
though  sometimes  in  seeming  less  proportions  than  the 
creature  may  possibly  desire,  or,  according  to  our  present 
senses,  may  believe  necessary  for  the  advancement  of  that 
lovely  cause  in  which  we  may,  by  becoming  suBiciently 
passive,  be  made  instrumental. 

I  fear  sonietiuies,  greatly,  lest  my  failure  to  fill  up  properly 
the  station  unerring  wisdom  designs  for  my  standing  in. 
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may  yet  prove  not  only  ruinous  to  myself,  bat  mjoriotts  to 
others,  whom  in  unmerited  mercy  he  has  reached  onto,  and 
would  bring  forward  towards  a  glorious  rest,  if  the  ascending 
path  thitherward,  from  an  unwise  imagination  of  its  insur- 
mountable difficulties,  be  Dot  declined.  My  footsteps  are,  I 
believe,  marked  oflcner  than  I  sometimes  consider.  O  may 
they  leave  Ihc  Ijcauteous  print  of  those  shoes  with  which 
our  Heavenly  FtuIk  r  guards  the  feet  of  his  beloved  children, 
and  with  inviting  language  persuade  others  of  the  mercifully 
visited  yet  to  step  ioiward. 

On  the  llih  we  came  to  Chepstow,  where  a  meeting  was 
held  in  the  aflemoon  with  the  memV>ers  of  our  society.  It 
was  a  season  of  favour  to  us.  After  this,  some  expected  a 
select  Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders,  but  1  find  they  have 
not  yet  established  such  meetings  in  that  principality ;  the 
other  Meetings  for  Discipline  evince  that  things  relative 
thereto  are  very  low.  The  three  succeeding  Meetings  for 
worship  were  very  large. 

I  believe  T  am  not  alone  in  being  pleased  that  the  best 
qualified  instruments  at  these  meetings  were  so  very  little 
interrupted,  or  their  intended  service  prevented,  by  the  time 
being  taken  up  by  others.  I  do  not  remember  any  Yearly 
Meeting  in  which  the  minds  of  sensible  Friends  were  less 
pained  on  this  account ;  I  believe  it  exceeded  that  at  Mil- 
verton  in  this  respect;  but  the  minds  of  those  ministered 
unto  seemed  less  susceptible  of  profitable  impressions  than 
those  who  have  attended  the  Welsli  Yearly  Meetings  allow 
to  have  been  the  case  formerly :  too  many  there  appearing 
invariably  fixed  in  their  own  opinions. 

Saral.  Neale  and  C.  Pay  ton  had  an  opportunity  at  a  crowded 
meeting  iierc  in  the  morning,  both  I  hope  well.  She  was 
really  clotlu  d  with  the  best  coat  of  mail,  and  furnished  with 
the  weapons  necessary  among  such  spirits ;  I  ljupe  to  her 
own  great  hTunbiing,  as  well  as  encouraging  gladness,  in 
being  so  dignified  by  the  great  Master,  some  of  whose 
servants  think  it  was  a  day  of  memorable  distinction.  I 
think  she  is  wade  more  and  more  honourable.   O,  may  an 
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ittcreaie  of  humility  be  her  happy  portioD;  then  wUl  an 
advancement  in  divine  favour  be  yet  administered,  notwitli- 
standing  the  gradations  she  is  already  favoured  with  are 
indisputably  great. 

I  wish,  at  the  ensuiug  Yearly  Meeting  in  London,  to 
cooclnde  as  to  my  return  home,  so  as  to  be  quite  easy  in 
myself,  and  give  no  cause  of  pain  to  the  minds  of  any  of 
my  true  well*wisher8y  amongst  whom  I  have  abundant  cause 
to  rank  thee;  and  theiefore  hope  thou  wilt  look  at  this 
matter  in  thy  own  mind,  when  any  intervsl  of  leisure  for  it 
presents  to  thee;  and  that,  with  a  fathei's  freedom,  thy 
counsel  may  be  made  known  before  we  meet  each  other.  I 
desire  honestly  to  attend  to  the  dictates  of  best  wisdom,  if 
vouchsafed. 

Samobl  Emlrn,  Jun. 

SAMUEL  EMLEN  TO  SUSANNA  FOTHERGILL. 

Bristol,  7th  Mo.,  18th,  175a 

I  have  seldom  heard  children  blamed  for  teDing 
their  parents,  guardians,  or  friends  where  and  how  they  are, 
and  should  therefore  have  been  apt  to  send  thee  a  line  for 
this  purpose  before  now,  if  my  arrival  at  this  place  had  been 
so  early  as  I  expected  at  the  time  of  our  parting  at  War- 
nngton.  As  we  purposed  getting  to  Dudley  Meeting  the 
next  morning  ailer  leaving  your  town,  and  the  ride  being 
pretty  long,  thou  would  ])robably  tliink  it  full  as  much  as 
my  little  body  was  able  for,  but  lo  make  this  matter  more 
easy,  we  took  a  post  chaise  about  hIxIccii  miles  of  the  very 
rough  road,  and,  lluicijy  Lasiug  uuibclves  ami  oar  horses, 
we  were  favoun d  to  ^'i  1  near  sixty  miles  the  first  day,  and 
the  next  inomiiig  lu  Dudley  Meeting.  We  louud  our  friends 
Uiere  bra \  civ  in  health. 

1  was  mnrli  jiloascd,  and  hope  to  be  piulilctl,  with  my 
late  visit  to  that  iamily  (C.  Faytou's.)  As  it  is  now  unlikely 
I  should  ever  see  them  more,  it  is  indeed  joyous  lo  believe 
that  the  Hand  which  has  ever  guarded  and  supported  all 
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that  faave  been  stedfast  to  the  end,  is  yet  evidently  near 
for  the  continuance  of  their  safety.  May  the  stay  of  thy 
young  yean  be  diligently  looked  unto;  and  I  then  tnist, 
notwithstanding  fully  as  deep  draughts  of  the  bitter  cup 
as  nature  is  glad  of  may  be  sometimes  handed,  they  will 
not  tend  to  weaken  in  best  things,  but  thou  wilt  rather 
experience  a  happy  increaie  in  that  diTine  strength  which 
formerly  was  desirable  more  than  temporary  ease  and  plea- 
sure,  which  might  perhaps  be  greater  if  thy  dear  spouse's 
frequency  from  home  did  not  interrupt.  But  thou  art  by  no 
means  so  covetous  of  his  company  as  to  prefer  thy  own 
pleasure  to  public  advantage,  wherein  his  master  evidently 
helps  him  to  be  useful ;  and  I  think  thee  not  ignorant  that 
those  that  abide  at  home  to  give  necessary  attention  to  the 
stuff  are  not  forgotten,  but  at  times  thou  art  plenteously 
rewarded  by  the  holy  replenishes,  to  thy  comfort  and  cause 
of  thankfulness. 

John  Storer  is  undetermined  about  the  place  of  bis  embark- 
ing lor  America ;  here  are  vessels  to  sail  for  Philadelphia, 
New  York,  and  Carolina,  that  he  may  have  his  choice.  I 
want  him  to  feel  his  own  persuasion  of  mind  in  the  matter; 
it  is  not  my  ])lace  to  say  much  in  so  mipui  tanl  a  coiictTu  ; 
he  is  not  an  entire  stranger  to  that  wisdom  which  is  pioiiL- 
able  to  direct  and  mighty  to  save.  May  a  diligent,  honest 
attention  to  its  direction  be  with  him ;  then  I  think  he  will 
yet  witness  preservation,  tiiougb  his  present  state  of  mind 
seems  not  to  be  exaltation. 

Samuel  Emlen,  Jun. 

In  the  sixth  month  of  this  year,  Samuel  Fothergill  had  a 
certificate  from  the  Monthly  Meeting  to  pay  a  religious  visit 
to  Friends  in  the  North  of  Yorkshire^  Durham,  Cumberland, 
and  Westmoreland ;  and  he  soon  afterwards  proceeded  upon 
the  service. 
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SAHl^EL  FOTHERGILL  TO  HIS  SISTER. 

NdwcasUe-upon-TTne,  8th  Mo.,  7th,  1758. 

Thy  very  acceptable  lines  to  Scarborough  came  in 
course ;  the  sympathy  and  instruction  they  express  very 

strongly  aflectcd  niy  mind,  then  deejily  humbled  uuder  a 
sense  of  weakness  and  Wdiit,  as  a  baptism  preparative  to  the 
labour  which  opened  before  me,  in  which  1  find  more  and 
more  the  absolute  necessity  of  resignation  to  His  wise  dis- 
posal who  fills  ;u>(l  empties,  abases  and  favours,  iu  tlie 
proportions  of  His  most  perfect  wisdom.  I  liavc  had  addi- 
tional proofs  tliat  all  true  sufficiency  is  in  aud  oi  liini,  and 
that  for  every  diHiculty ;  either  in  the  heights  or  depllis,  it  is 
indeed  a  glorious  sufficiency,  may  we  leati  ujioii  il  iii  every 
part  of  our  race,  and  it  will  safely  susiaiu  lo  the  end  of  all 
our  vanuiisly  dispensed  allotments.  I  have  been  enabled 
with  a  gotxl  di  gree  of  mward  and  outward  strength. 

The  meetings,  as  I  have  come  along,  have  been  generally 
very  large,  and  often  favoured  eminently  with  good,  so  that  I 
have  reason  to  believe  my  coming  was  at  the  right  time. 
I  came  from  our  Quarterly  Meeting  at  Lancaster,  through 
Wen.sli  ydaie :  I  had  meetings  at  Hawes,  Countcrside, 
Bainbridge,  Aysgarth,  Masbam,  Thirsk,  Kirby-moorside,  and 
Pickering,  and  to  Scarborough,  where  I  remained  nine  days, 
only  made  an  excursion  along  with  M.  Yarnal  to  Burlington; 
from  Scarborough  I  came  by  Stentondale,  Whuby,  Stockton, 
Durham,  Sunderland,  to  this  town,  where  were  two  very 
large  and  truly  comfortable  meetings,  but  as  they  were  much 
composed  of  other  people,  I  have  proposed  a  more  select 
one  of  the  members  of  the  Society  this  afternoon,  and  propose 
to  get  out  to-morrow  morning  direct  for  Cumberland,  in 
which  county  I  ex])cct  to  stay  some  time.  Thus,  dear  sister, 
is  my  lot  cast  in  close  and  hard  labour,  both  nf  body  and 
mind,  but  every  rcpniing  thought  vanishes,  when  i  consider 
it  is  a  stewardship  in  that  house  in  which  I  have  been  abso* 
lutely  unworthy  of  the  very  lowest  place. 

S.  F. 
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SAMUEL  FOTHEBeiLL  TO  ISRAEL  PBMBERTON. 

WarrlDgtoD,  9th  Mo.,  7Ui,  1758. 

If  oiir  Lord  and  Master  vary  the  dispensations  of 
his  proTidence,  it  is  for  some  good  end;  His  plan,  like  his 
wisdom,  is  much  more  extensire  than  ours,  and  if  the  coniii- 
sions  and  eorruscations  in  oar  allotment  be  harbingers  of 
some  approaching  manifestation  of  his  own  day,  to  a  greater 
degree  of  lustre,  let  us  be  content  with  our  lot,  endeavouring 
after  stability  and  dependence,  that  the  Lord  of  the  day  may 
preside,  and  direct  the  work  of  it 

Our  Yearly  Meeting  at  London  was  large  and  satisfactory; 
the  agreeable  appearance  of  many  yoath  comforted  the  souls 
of  many  who  love  Zion.  I  think  I  have  known  the  stream 
of  the  ministiy  rise  higher,  but  the  Meetings  Ibr  Discipline 
were  eminently  favoured.  There  were  several  subjects  con- 
sidered and  discussed,  in  all  which  Thtth  prevailed  against 
those  who  wanted  to  introduce  greater  liberties. 

Soon  after  my  return  from  London,  I  set  out  on  a  visit  to 
some  parts  of  Yorkshire,  Durham,  Cumbeiland,  and  West- 
mmland,  from  which  laborious  service  I  returned  two 
days  ago,  and  propose  to  set  out  early  to-morrow  morning 
for  Kidderminster,  where  the  Circular  Yearly  Meeting  for 
the  seven  western  counties  begins  on  first  day  next  My 
journey  was  very  laborious  to  body  and  mind ;  many  painful 
things  are  to  be  met  with  in  such  a  journey,  especially  where 
ministers  are  led  into  the  state  of  the  church  to  whom  ihey 
minister.  Some  secret  causes  of  pain,  and  too  many  obvious 
ones,  render  it  distressing  to  trace  the  state  of  that  vineyard 
which  the  Almighty  once  planted  in  a  fniitful  bill. 

Accept,  my  dear  friend,  to  thyself  and  family,  the  salutes 
of  that  affection  that  remains,  through  all  the  vicissitudes  of 
my  life,  in  the  breast  oi  tliy  affectionate,  cordial  friend, 

S.  F. 

From  the  visit  to  the  North  ot  England,  lie  rtturned  with 
impaired  health,  and  his  journey  to  attend  the  Circular  Yearly 
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Meeting  increased  his  indisposition.  Total  loss  of  appetite, 
want  of  rest,  exteanve  inflammation  of  the  longSj  an  incessant 
congh,  and  other  symptoms  of  consumption,  caosed  serious 
apprehensions  on  his  account,  and  it  was  feared  that  his 
continuance  in  this  life  would  be  of  brief  duration.  His 
illness  continued  long^  but  it  pleased  his  good  and  gracious 
Master  to  raise  him  up  again,  for  further  labour  in  his  service. 
Being  thn-^  rendered  unable  to  attend  the  Monthly  Meeting, 
he  returned  his  certificate  with  the  following  letter. 

TO  HARDSHAW  MONTHLY  MfiETINO. 

Warrington,  11th  Mo.,  -21st,  1758. 

Dear  Friends^ 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  personally  delivered 
to  you  the  certificate  you  were  pleased  to  grant  me  in  the 
sixth  month  last ;  but  having  been  vinted  with  a  dangerous 
indisposition,  from  which  I  am  not  wholly  recovered,  I  am 

obliged  to  send  it  in  this  manner. 

Agreeable  to  the  pros])ect  of  duty  I  had  when  I  requested 

your  certificate,  I  was  cuablcd  to  perform  a  visit  to  the 
meetings  ol  i'nunds  in  some  ]):u  ts  ol  ihv  nurth  of  Yorkshire, 
the  counties  of  Dnrbaiii,  Cumberland,  and  Westmoreland. 
In  the  course  of  tliis  visit  I  was  often  deeply  aliected  with 
sorrow,  on  account  of  the  declension  of  many  from  tlic  life 
and  power  ofTnith,  who  yet  value  themselves  upon  a  name; 
but  the  heavenly  salt  being  lost,  they  are  unsavoury,  and 
have  brought  dishonour  upon  the  principle  of  1  ruth  and 
its  prolcssors.  Yet  often  living  encouragement  to  hope  in 
ancient  Help  was  administered,  and  the  powerful,  blessed 
•  effects  of  it  made  mamfe2»t  in  awakening  a  remnant  through- 
out the  churches  to  prefer  Zion  to  (  \  ory  other  joy,  and 
to  labour  to  build  the  Lord's  house  more  than  their  own.  I 
know  not  what  1  can  profitably  add  but  this  humble  acknow- 
ledgment, The  Lord  was  with  me,  and  overshadowed  me 
often  with  the  wing  of  his  salvation. 
I  recommend  you,  dear  Friends,  to  a  stedfast  adherence 
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to  the  Word  of  Wisdom  and  true  judgment;  these  times 
require  it,  for  they  are  gloomy,  and  the  mouths  of  multitudes 
Are  opened,  and  further  opening,  against  us ;  and  alas  for  the 
occasion  administered,  and  the  things  found  against  too 
many  of  our  members,  and  not  eonoemtng  the  law  of  our 
God! 

I  remain  your  friend  and  brother  in  that  which  remains 
for  ever, 

Samuel  Fothbrgill. 

samuel  fotuergill  to  his  brother  amd  sister. 

Warrington,  llth  Mo.,  26th,  1758. 

This  inoniing,  about  the  fourth  hour,  dear  sister 
Hannah*  finished  her  course,  wliich,  in  its  conchision,  hath 
been  uniform  with  her  life,  even,  peaceful,  and  quiet :  she 
may  be  truly  said  to  have  fallen  asleep,  after  having  in  a 
happy  degree  served  God  in  her  generation.  The  interment 
is  to  be  on  third  day  next.  Your  afi'ection  will  lead  you 
to  sympathise  with  the  afflicted  family  on  the  solemn  occa- 
sion of  the  removal  of  a  head  from  eight  children,  and  a 
true  helpmeet  from  a  person  enfeebled  every  way  by  indis- 
position^  though  I  hope  he  is  better  than  some  time  ago, 
and  bears  the  stroke  with  a  proper  equanimity. 

I  continue  better  than  I  could  expect:  I  can  scarcely 
moderate  my  feelings  for  those  who  arc  lefl,  and  the  gap 
that  is  made.  I  know  it  is  best  to  be  quiet,  but  my  spirits 
are  depressed  by  indisposition,  and  I  cannot  command  them. 
The  solemn  peace  and  divine  sweetness  which  evidently 
attended  our  sister,  are  abundant  proofs  to  me  that  she  has 
entered  into  that  society  whose  rest  is  sure. 

I  am,  dear  brother  and  sister,  with  the  strongest  wishes 
for  our  preservation  to  that  holy  inheritance, 

Your  affectionate  Brother, 

S.  F. 


-  *  The  wife  of  his  bmtber  Joseph  Fotbergill. 
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ANTHOirr  BBMBZBT  TO  SAMUEL  FOTHBIU^ILL. 

Philadelphia,  ilth  Mo.,  27th,  1758. 

I  have  DOW  for  a  long  time  been  nnicli  closed  up 
from  writing,  except  where  an  apprehension  of  daty  has 
made  it  neceasazy ;  and,  indeed,  my  mind  remains  atill  mnch 
the  same  in  that  reject ;  yet  I  think  it  by  no  means  to 
proceed  from  want  of  real  regard  and  love  to  my  iriends,  for 
it  is  my  chief  consolation,  that  sincere  Iotc  and  aflectionaie 
fellowship  seem  to  flow  more  than  ever  towards  those  who, 
in  degree,  bear  the  image,  and  abound  in  the  love,  of  our 
blessed  Saviour.  Yet  now  I  find  some  freedom,  and  I 
apprehend  somewhat  of  a  necessi^  to  lay  my  thoughts  a 
litUe  open  to  thee  with  respect  to  our  yonth,  or  I  might 
rather  say,  the  youth  ev^ywhere;  it  is  amongst  these  that 
the  seed  of  corruption  first  subtilly  insinuates  itself  most 
strongly ;  and,  notwithstanding  exceptions  to  the  contrary, 
yet  Solomon's  words  will  generally  prove  true,  That  the  child 
trained  up  in  the  way  that  he  should  gi  ,  \s  ill  not  depart  from 
it  when  old.  We  arc  apt  to  doubt  of  the  general  truth  of 
this  saying,  because  experience  shews  us  that  the  childreu 
of  many  good  parents,  who  have  been  concerned  for  the 
welfare  of  their  offspring,  go  much  out  of  the  way,  and  yet, 
if  we  consider  what  little  efl'ectual  care  is  taken  of  the  voutb, 
even  amongst  too  many  of  the  best  anion ;^st  us,  wc  shall  not 
wonder  at  our  ill  success ;  some,  doubtless,  are  really  and 
vitally  careful,  but  it  is  generally  but  an  indulgent  and  parti.il 
care ;  was  it  but  such  a  watchful  care  as  the  miser  has  to 
preserve  find  increase  his  wealtli,  or  the  ambitions  to  gain 
honours,  with  a  fervent  application  to  God  for  help,  I  doubt 
not  but  the  effects  would  appear.  Ought  not  the  educating 
and  training  up  of  the  youth,  both  with  relation  to  time  and 
eternity,  next  to  our  more  immediate  duty  to  God,  be  the 
chief  concern  of  every  one  that  really  desires  the  welfare  and 
enlargement  of  the  borders  of  Zion.  I  have  often  thought 
that,  next  to  preaching  of  the  gospel,  the  labour  that  is 
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bestowed  io  prereDting  the  influx  of  ewU,  and  the  watching 
over  every  opportunity  of  instilling  noble  and  Christian  prin* 
ciples  in  tiie  tender  minds  of  the  youth,  is  the  greatest  and 
most  acceptable  sacrifice  and  service  we  can  offisr  to  the 
great  Father  and  Head  of  the  family  of  the  whole  earth,  and 
the  most  exalted  duly  a  Christian  mind  can  be  engaged  in ; 
and  it  is,  I  think,  observable,  that  even  those  children  who, 
notvvitlistandinp  gieaL  care  has  been  taken  in  llicir  cdiicaLiun, 
have  suffered  sin  to  prerail,  no  as  to  rush  violently  into  evil, 
yet  even  in  these,  the  Christian  labour  which  was  bestowed 
on  them  when  young,  has  been  as  bread  cast  upon  the 
waters,  and  found  acrain  after  many  days  of  vanity  and  sin. 
How  many  are  tinere  in  the  Society,  of  sufficient  talents  for 
educating  the  youth,  who  are  so  situated  as  that  by  a  mode- 
rate addition  to  their  fortune,  which  they  might  easily  gaiu 
by  tliis  service,  might  live  easily,  and  have  a  mite  to  spare 
for  the  poor.  There  are  others  whom  God  has  so  blessed 
with  snbsLance,  that  they  l)avc  nothing  to  do  but  to  spend 
the  income  of  it ;  yea,  time  hangs  heavy  on  their  hands,  and 
proves  even  a  snare  to  tbemselres  and  others.  And  there 
are  some  who,  though  they  have  already  a  large  affluence  of 
wealth,  yet  are  toiling  hard  to  add  thereto,  without  knowing 
wherefore  they  thus  toil,  and  whether  a  wise  man  or  a  fool 
shall  poBsees  it  after  them^  Many  persons  in  these  different 
aitoations  are  doubUess,  in  the  main,  honest  souls,  who, 
though  they  find  no  call  to  the  ministry,  yet  think  themselvea 
willing,  %nth  one  of  old,  to  follow  Christ  wheresoever  ho 
goes.  Why  then  do  they  stand  so  long  idle,  when  so  large 
a  field  liee  before  them  ?  What  account  will  many  of  theae 
be  able  to  give  of  their  time,  when  every  word,  and  conse- 
quently every  inch  of  time,  most  expect  to  be  called  into 
jndgment  ?  What  more  beneficial  employ,  and  more  iruitftil 
of  comfort  and  joy  in  the  end,  than  time  spent  in  an  honest 
labour  for  the  properly  educating  theae  innocent  soula, 
which  the  Almighty  has  clothed  with  flesh  and  blood,  and, 
by  divine  help,  to  be  so  enabled  to  watch  over  them,  as  to 
frustrate  tho  wiles  and  devices  of  the  grand  advenuury,  that 
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SO  these  youth  might  truly  answer  the  end  of  their  creation? 
What  a  beautiful  and  noble  prospect  do  such  thoughts 
open  to  the  view  of  those  whose  eyes  are_not  blinded  with 
the  love  of  pleasure,  ease,  or  profit?  jWhy  do  so  many 
suffer  the  God  of  this  world  so  to  blind  their  eyes,  and 
Titiate  their  reasonable  as  well  as  religions  senses,  as  to 
suffer  them  to  toil  after  gain,  and  think  it  a  mighty  thing, 
and  ihemadres  notably  employed,  if  they  can  add  £1,000 
to  £1,000,  or  £10,000  to  £10,000,  and  that  often  by  a 
trade  &r  from  being  pure  from  defilement,  as  such  gain  often 
arises  chiefly  from  the  purchase  and  sale  of  things  at  least 
needless  and  rain,  if  not  of  a  doling  nature ;  an  instance 
of  which  I  have  often  painfully  obserred  amongst  us,  where 
it  is  frequent  to  see  even  Friends,  toiling  year  after  year, 
enriching  themselves,  and  thus  gathering  fuel  for  their  own 
and  their  chi1drcu\s  vanity  and  corruption,  by  the  importa- 
tion and  sale  of  large  quantities  of  rum,  &c.,  which,  though 
good  in  its  place,  yet,  from  the  enchanting  allurement  it  is 
of  to  iiaUnc,  and  from  the  excessive  use  of  it,  may  truly  be 
said  to  lie  the  greatest  curse  that  ever  befell  the  English 
uation,  and,  if  possible,  yet  more  so  to  the  poor  natives  of 
this  land.  That  a  man  should  labour  to  become  rich,  and 
amass  wealth,  a  state  which  our  Saviour  declares  to  be 
accompanied  with  snares  and  lusts,  which  tend  to  destroy 
the  soul, — and  that  this  should  be  attained  by  the  increase 
aud  importation  of  a  commodity  or  commodiliis,  which,  from 
the  quantity  alreadv  imported,  proves  the  niin  of  so  many 
thousands, — is  tins  keeping  clear  Irom  defilement,  and  wash- 
ing our  hands  in  innocency  ?  Now,  that  such  a  person  shall 
esteem  himself,  and  be  esteemed,  a  religious  man,  and 
perhaps  be  the  more  regarded,  even  by  religious  people, 
because  he  is  rich  and  great,  is  a  mere  ])aradox;  yet  is  it  too 
often  the  case.  Now,  as  this  \s  so  conspicuous  a  weakness, 
and  much  of  this  uaturc  ap|K  ars  amongst  man}'  otherwise 
good  people,  will  any  thouglittul  man,  who  is  in  earnest, 
desire  to  stay  long  in  this  vale  of  vanity  and  misery?  Alas  ! 
uo ;  but  1  believe  it  is  best  to  waive  these  thoughts,  and 
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eDdeavoor  to  centre  in  that  charity  wbich  beUeveth  and 
hopeih  for  the  best;  perhaps  this  also  often  arises  more 
from  a  wrong  education,  than  from  corruption  of  heart; 
mean  and  low  prejudicesy  imbibed  for  want  of  proper 
care  when  young,  are  doubtless  the  occasion  of  many  of  the 
weaknesses  and  inconsistencies  which  so  much  dim  the 
beauty  and  lessen  the  service  of  maD>\  whom  God  intends 
for  great  instruments  In  his  vineyard.  Well,  my  mind  longs 
to  see,  in  our  well-minded  Friends  everywhere,  especially 
the  younger  sort,  a  noble  emulatiou  for  the  welfare  and  well- 
educating  of  the  youth.  If  a  number  of  such  Friends,  in  their 
different  allotments,  would,  as  il  were,  shake  hands  with  the 
wurld  and  all  its  enticing  prospects,  seeking  and  expecting 
nothing  from  it  but  bread  and  trouble,  and  w  ould  IVeely  dedi- 
cate themselves  to  the  care  of  the  youth,  not  limiting  them- 
selves to  the  narrow  views  of  fleshly  ties,  nor  even  to  religious 
denominations,  but  looking  upon  themselves  as  fathers,  and 
brothers  of  all  that  want  their  help,  taking  more  especial  care 
to  make  the  poor  and  helpless  the  first  objects  of  such  a  care, 
not  solely  of  necessity,  but  of  a  willing  mind,  of  what  a  bless- 
ing might  they  be,  not  only  to  our  youth  in  particular,  but  also 
to  mankind  in  general ;  and  indeed  it  seems  to  me  that  our 
principles,  which,  in  the  present  corrupt  state  of  the  world, 
seem  to  prohibit  our  meddling  with  offices,  &c.,  naturally 
point  out  to  us  as  a  people,  rather  than  others,  to  serve  God 
and  our  country  in  the  education  of  the  youth.  T  will 
aclcnovvledge  that  iL  is  a  situation  which  does  not  appear  so 
desirable  as  some  others,  nor  so  likely  to  procure  riches, 
ease,  or  worldly  honour.    But  alas !  alas  1  what  have  we  to 

do  with  these  things?    Shall  wp  dosire  to  be  great  and  rieh,^  

when  our  Saviour  has  so  plainly  declared  it  a  situation  so 
very  dangerous ;  and  that  his  predommant  choice  is  of  the 
poor  of  this  world  ?  Is  it  now  a  tirne,  f)r  was  it  ever  a  time, 
for  tlie  believer,  who  eyes  and  relies  upon  the  promise,  —  is 
it  a  lime  for  such  to  seek  for  money,  or  olive  yards,  or  oxen, 
&c.?  and  although  by  engaging  in  the  education  of  the  youth 
we  should  be  deprived  of  some  of  those  things  so  desirable 
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to  nature,  wMeh  we  might  better  enjoj  and  accttmuUte  in 
the  way  of  trade,  and  theseby  look  upon  onfseWes  under 
affliction,  yet  may  we  not  hope  that  it  wiU  be  termed  for 
righteousness*  sake,  and  therefore  should  not  we  have  thereat 
to  rejoice,  and  be  exceeding  ^ad,  and  even  leap  for  joy  ? 

And  i  would  fiurther  say,  from  years*  experience^  that  it 
ie  a  great  mistake  to  think  that  the  education  of  youth  is 
toikome  and  disagreeable;  it  is,  indeed,  not  so,  except  to 
such  who  from  a  desire  of  gain  take  upon  them  the  care  of 
move  children  than  they  ought,  or  neglect  to  bring  them  into 
that  discipline  which,  with  divine  help,  and  proper  resolution, 
is  generally  not  difficult  I  do  not  know  how  it  is  amongst 
yoQ,but  h(ne,any  person  of  tolerable  morals,  who  can  read  and 
writer  is  esteemed  sufficiently  qualified  for  a  schoolmaster; 
when,  indeed,  the  best  and  wisest  men  are  but  sufficient  for 
so  weighty  a  charge.  If  the  governments  of  this  world  were 
influenced  by  true  wisdom,  they  would  have  made  the  proper 
education  of  the  youth  their  first  and  speidal  care.  I 
earnestly  desire  our  FHends,  both  here  and  amongst  you, 
would  consider  of  it,  and  hearken  inwardly  to  what  the  great 
and  common  Father  would  suggest  in  this  weighty  matter. 
Many  good  and  necessary  worlvs  arc  omitted,  solely  because 
custom  has  allowed  them  to  be  ])assed  ovi  i  as  not  necessary, 
nor  binding  upon  us ;  when,  if  we  would  give  ourselves 
time  to  consider  them,  divested  from  custom  and  pixjudice, 
Wi:  should  see  them  to  be  weighty  and  indispensable  duties. 
But  I  feai  a  proposal  of  this  kind  ^vould  piove  to  many  as 
great  a  trial  of  the  sincerity  of  their  love,  as  the  instance  of 
the  young  man  that  came  to  Christ.  Many  appear  to  have 
a  love  to  Christ,  and  would  »ell  something  for  his  service, 
especially  if  it  was  to  serve  him  in  some  elevated  and 
shining  sphere;  but  to  serve  Christ  in  a  station  generally 
so  little  regarded,  wher(  llie  lal)our  of  love,  though  ever 
so  due})  and  sincere,  is  much  hid,  and  olu  n,  when  the  nmst 
impartial,  but  the  more  disliked,  this  is  hard  for  flesh  and 
blood  to  encounter. 

Well,  dear  friendy  1  was  not  easy  without  thus  laying 


Digitized  by  Google 


iETAT.  4;J.J 


OF  SAMUEL  FOTUbHGlLL, 


367 


beibre  tbee  some  put  of  my  concern  and  prospect.  I 
apprehend,  from  my  Imowledge  of  thy  generosity,  I  need 
make  no  apology  eitber  for  fhe  strangeneBS  of  the  fhoagbty 
or  the  incoherence  of  the  style.  Whether  this  matter  will 
appear  to  thee  or  others  in  the  weighty  and  extensile  tIcw 
it  does  to  me,  or  not,  I  must  leave,  and  remain  thy  fiiend, 

Anthony  Benezet. 


SAMUEL  FOTHCRQILL  TO  JOBN  CHUBCBMAN. 

Warrington,  1768. 

Many  sympathise  with  their  brethren  amongst 
you,  who  suffer  for  conscience*  sake,  and  have  their  suffer- 
ings augmented  by  being  wounded  in  the  house  of  tbdr 
Mends;  what  shall  we  say  but  refer  all  to  the  wisdom  of 
that  B^ng,  who  best  knows  by  what  means  to  winnow 
away  the  chaff,  and  purify  to  himself  a  peculiar  people?  I 
•  trust,  in  and  through  all  these  things,  Uie  great  Name  will 
be  exalted,  and  the  Church  be  more  and  more  evidently 
built  on  that  which  cannot  be  removed.  Strait  is  the  way 
to  life,  and  few  there  be  tliat  find  it,  is  a  remark  which  bath 
lost  no  part  of  its  truth  and  w  eight  by  its  antiquity. 

The  accouiiL  of  the  promising  prospect  of  the  youth 
amongst  you  is  to  luu  cause  of  humble  thankfulness  to  the 
ever  blessed  Helper,  who  will,  lu  his  own  way  and  manner, 
carry  on  his  own  cause,  and  make  the  place  of  his  feet 
glorious:  1  liilly  believe  that  it  is  his  purpose,  notwithstand- 
ing the  day  is  dark  and  gloomy  ;  and  oh  that  the  natural 
branches  of  our  vine  may  never  be  plucked  au  ay  for  iheir 
unfruitfulness ;  but  ihe  will  of  the  Lord  be  done. 

I  often  nearly  remember  tliee  and  thy  situation,  who  hath 
a  quicker  tense  of  feeling  than  many  others,  and  cannot 
with  indifference  behold  the  tem])lc  violated  and  polluted 
by  contentious,  apostatising  spiritii;  may  healing  halm  and 
heavenly  help  be  supplied,  in  every  neediiil  time.  Farewell, 
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beloTed  friend^  let  us  lemember  eacb  other  when  we  ean, 
and  carefitUjf  waidk  f  o  ike  end* 

8.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTHEBQILL  TO  MARY  PEMBERTON. 

WarriDgton^  2nd  Mo^  1st,  1759. 

I  am  indebted  to  thee  for  the  affectionate  tokens 
of  thy  remembrance,  by  which  I  am  pleased  and  profited, 
and  retain  In  my  mind  a  very  near  and  just  regard  for  thee 
and  thine;  eren  that  love  which  many  waters  cannot 
qoeach,  or  remoteness  of  place  impair;  in  the  spreading 
whereof  I  am  often  present  in  spirit  with  the  liring  among 
yoOy  with  whom  I  sympathise,  and  ardently  wish  for  an 
eternal  memorial,  being  well  content  with,  and  thankful  for, 
a  share  in  those  probations  which  are  wisely  allotted  by  our 
Heavenly  Father  to  bis  most  favoured  childreD,  in  this 
the  house  of  our  pilgrimage.  Ihe  first-bom  amongst  many 
brethren,  the  Son  of  the  Highest,  trod  this  anxious  path 
and  the  disciple  ought  not  to  wish  be  above  his  master. 
Dear  friend,  in  this  stands  our  peace  and  safety,  in  being 
baptized  with  his  baptism,  and  drinking  of  his  cup,  as 
obedient  children,  fiMhioned  after  his  image ;  though  many 
secret  and  obvious  scenes  may  attend,  yet  in  suffering  we 
shall  be  exalted,  and  reign  by  subjection. 

It  ever  gives  me  a  distinguished  pleasure  to  hear  of  and 
from  your  family  ;  gratitude  for  your  kind  hospitality  is  one, 
but  not  the  strongest  motive ;  there  is  a  similarity  in  minds 
which  cements  a  hidden  union ;  wherever  this  is  the  case, 
the  connexion  is  strong  and  delicate,  because  it  is  founded 
in  that  which  is  divine  and  permanent.  Thy  dear  children 
are  often, 'very  often,  as  fresh  in  my  mind  as  if  present  with 
them ;  and  I  am  persuaded  they  arc  under  His  notice  who 
delights  to  perpetuate  his  blessings  m  ihu  laiiiilit  s  of  his 
servants,  and  transmit  from  generation  to  generation  his 
mercy,  goodness,  and  truths  may  this  inestimable  blessing 
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be  piccious  in  their  eyes,  and  the  humbling  impressions  be 
properly  prized;  su  will  ))eace  and  joy  bo  spread  aromul 
theiu,  and  the  solicitude  of  their  parents  relieved  b^'  its  end 
being  effectually  answered. 

I  am,  through  mercy,  restored  to  a  better  state  of  health 
than  I  once  expected  T  ever  should,  thouph  not  wholly  freed 
from  a  weakness  in  my  breast,  the  con.set^uence  of  a  too 
unguarded  exertion  of  my  voice;  care  is  now  necessary  to 
attend  to  every  circumstance  which  may  conduce  to  the 
preservation  of  my  health,  so  as  to  continue  capable  of  way 
service,  if  any  should  be  required. 

I  am  well  pleased  with  the  agreeable  accounts  of  the 
service  of  our  European  Friends  amongst  you;  may  the 
Lord  make  them  a  blessing  to  you,  and  clothe  them  with 
wisdom  and  power;  I  hope  yon  will  be  kindly  atfectioned 
to  them  all,  and  administer  convenient  food  in  due  season, 
though  it  may  be  reproof;  your  neglect  of  this  freedom  to 
some  of  us,  to  whom  it  was  due,  has  not  been  attended  with 
the  best  effects. 

Whatever  my  heart  is  susceptible  of^  in  the  timr  nf 
enlargement,  to  the  family  and  my  fellow  believers,  in  tliat 
I  most  afi'ectioDatel)^  salute  thee,  thy  dear  hnsband,  and 
children. 

S.  F. 

BAMVEL  FOTBEROILL  TO  MARY  PEMBERTON. 

Warrington,  dth  Mo.,  26tb,  1759. 

The  friendship  I  had  the  great  happiness  to  contract 
with  thy  dear  husband  and  self,  remains  as  entire  and 
animated  as  erer;  for  an  estcellent  reason  it  is  so, — the 
stream  will  flow  while  the  fountain  supplies  it,  and  our  foun« 
tain,  I  trust,  will  never  fail.  I  often  am  present  in  spirit 
with  thee,  sometimes  a  companion  of  thy  solitary  hours,  and 
as  if  I  sometimes  shared  with  thee  apart  in  those  baptisms 
which  are  necessarily  and  wisely  allotted  for  the  instruction 
of  all  states.   A  time  will  come,  my  dear  friend,  when  we 
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shall,  with  dime  ardour  and  holy  certainty,  doM  our 
aDthem  with  this  acknowledgment,  In  wisdom  hast  thou 
made  all  thy  works ;  until  which  event  attend  us,  oh  may 
all  the  days  of  our  pilgrimage  be  passed  in  vigilance  and  filial 
awe!  It  hath  pleased  divine  Providence  to  allot  me  the 
dispensation  of  a  iLdious  iiidisposilioii,  which  hath  held  me 
all  win  It  r,  and  is  nut  wholly  removed ;  the  formation  of  an 
abscess  in  my  lungs  was  very  dangerous,  in  ihe  9lh  Month 
last,  and  continued  so  for  some  time;  released  from  that 
coni|  1  lint,  I  enjoyed  a  month's  hall  licalih,  and  was  seized 
with  something  like  the  gout,  whicli  qiackly  increased  to  a 
violent  degree ;  I  got  relief,  but  remain  weak,  and  scarcely 
able  to  walk  the  streets,  ray  limbs  being  nmch  debilitated; 
yet,  as  moderate  exercise  is  very  serviceable  to  me,  I  intend 
setting  out  to-morrow  for  our  approaching  \  early  Meeting 
in  London. 

This  luuiibliug  baptism  of  long  sickness  halh  instructed 
nie,  and  I  earnestly  pray  it  maybe  to  refine  me:  the  heavens 
were  as  brass,  and  the  eartli  as  iron  ;  and  I  thought  the  waler- 
tlouds  and  terrors  of  the  great  deep  came  up  into  my  soul ; 
all  comfort  seemed  removed,  —  nay,  the  hope  of  salvation, 
at  times,  well  nigh  failed  me.  But  though  I  walked  through 
the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death,  the  secret  invinciblr  Ann 
w  as  undemcalh,  when  1  durst  not  hope  it,  and  brouglit  me 
again  to  praise  him  in  the  land  of  the  living.  May  a 
humble  sense  of  His  dealings,  who  is  glorious  throughout 
all  his  name,  remain  my  covering  all  his  days. 

I  have  lately  been  favoured  with  the  company  of  dear 
John  Haslam,  on  his  way  to  visit  the  Church  in  Ireland. 
His  bodily  strength  is  as  well  as  can  be  expected,  respecting 
that  which  must  decay ;  his  spiritual  strength,  as  well  as 
could  be  desired;  and  all  who  have  spiritual  seDse  to 
discern  with,  (except  himself,)  see  him  very  strong  in  Ihe 
Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  his  might,  but  the  same  humble, 
diffident,  lamb-like  Christian  he  ever  was,  though  I  think 
him  more  deep  in  heavenly  mysteries  than  ever.  Thy 
faithful  friend, 

S.  F. 


Digitized  by  Google 


.t TAT.  43.J 


UF  SAMUKL  FOTHERGILI. 


971 


SAHUBL  FOTHBRGILL  TO  HIS  SISTBR. 

WarringtoDy  7th  Mo.,  18th,  1759. 

There  is  a  union  and  converse  of  spirit  whose 
language  is  too  cliffusivc  and  tcndi-r  {o  ho.  thrown  upon 
paper,  in  which  coniiuumon,  the  ground  of  wliich  is  pure, 
1  wisli  our  increase  and  stability;  and  it  is  a  praver  not 
unallendcd  with  failli,  ihaL  jjioci \  ation  to  the  end  uuiy  be 
our  lot,  though  luauy  exercising  scenes,  and  painful,  unac- 
companied steps,  through  solilarv  paths,  may  be  assigned, 
in  a  wisdom  too  great  lor  us  to  com])rehend.  My  dear 
sister,  let  us  endeavour  to  possess  our  souls  ni  patience,  and 
hope  in  quietness;  hereby  an  equanimity  is  ntl  liiiablc,  that 
preserves  all  our  spiritual  and  natural  faculties  clear  and 
useful,  neither  deiecting  into  loo  deep  distress,  nor  exalting 
iuto  insecure  traiupidlily,  nor  yet  relaxing  the  mind  into 
forgetfulness  of  whnt  is  ever  proper  to  attend  to.  llf)w  safe 
are  the  lullowers  of  W  isdoiu,  wlio  causeth  those  who  love  her 
to  inherit  substance,  and  leadeth  tbem  in  the  midst  of  the 
paths  of  judgment. 

I  am  humbly  thankful  to  the  Author  of  all  good,  for  the 
return  of  my  health  to  a  comfortable  degree,  and  for  the 
renewal  of  his  gracious  })resence,  for  best  health,  it  is  a 
crowning  mercy  when  he  vouchsafes  to  favour  with  the  light 
of  his  countenance,  and  give,  if  but  an  imperfect,  yet  real, 
glimpse  of  the  seal  of  the  corenant;  may  it  he  fresh  upon  U8» 
in  time  and  in  eternity. 

 I  am  ready  to  hope  the  present  situation  of  my 

mind  is  not  remote  from  good,  I  feel  such  a  degree  of  love 
for  heaven,  for  those  that  dwell  therein,  and  for  those  that 
arc  carefully  seeking  after  an  habitation  there.  As  I  mused, 
this  evening,  the  lire  burned,  and  warmed  me,  and  I  felt 
thee,  I  think,  (after  the  Author  of  good,)  near,  if  not  quite 
uppermost  in  my  remembrance ;  and,  though  such  language 
as  I  am  capable  of  cannot  point  out  the  outlines  of  a  friend- 
ship, though  founded  in  nature,  yet  refined  and  strengthened 
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by  gi'ace,  and  rendered  stnmg,  if  I  do  not  presume  too  much 
for  myself,  bj  a  similarity  of  minds,  yet  t  am  most  free  and 
easy  to  teU  thee  I  remember  thee  in  that  love  which  is  not 
liable  to  change  or  decay,  and  renew  the  expression  of  my 
wishes  for  thy  sure  blessing  every  way.  For  my  own  part» 
I  am  quiety  I  thinh  not  stupid ;  I  am  often  very  poor,  but 
I  remember  him  who  faated  forty  days ;  I  at  times  meet  with 
hidden  sorrow,  bat  I  call  to  mind  fair  weather  comes  out 
of  the  north ;  and  if  the  present  light  afSictions  have  their 
proper  effect,  they  will  work  for  us  an  eternal  weight  of 
glory :  a  superficial  view  of  my  state  may  induce  many  to 
think  I  am  remote  from  the  vales  of  sorrow  and  disquietude; 
but  I  often  tread  the  solemn,  lonely  path  of  secret  mourning; 
I  do  not  complain,  1  dare  not,  I  ought  not,  for  my  Father 
who  is  in  heaven  is  wise,  i  i  ^hleous,  and  j^'ond.  O,  may  be 
renew  my  confideuce  in  hmi,  and  be  xu^  iciuge  in  the  hour 
of  need ! 

I  am  not  out  of  love  with  myself,  my  state,  or  the  world ; 
I  have  at  times  an  evidence  renewed  which  makes  it  com- 
fortable to  meet  my  God  in  the  cool  of  the  evening,  and  that 
he  cares  for  me ;  no  uneasy  disappointment  disturbs  ray 
mind  respecting  temporal  matters;  1  wisli  to  climb  above 
Ibem,  into  the  secret  place  of  the  Most  High,  aud  I  feel  his 
outstretched  arm  is  near  for  the  glorious  purpose. 

Farewell,  my  friend  and  companion  in  the  solitary,  safe 
way  to  peace  ;  may  we  evf  our  guide,  and  follow  him  with 
diligence,  and  he  will  not  laii  us;  let  us  not  fly  away  on  the 
wings  of  levity  and  folly,  nor  derogate  from  the  i  ( ctitudc  of 
his  a1l(.)tments.  In  the  glooms  of  nature.  Remember  mo 
alleclionately ;  tell  me  so  when  thou  can,  aud  be  assured  of 
my  most  affectionate  regard  from  every  motive. 

S.  F. 

In  the  autumn  of  1759,  Samuel  Fothcrgill  performed  au 
extensive  visit  to  Friends  in  many  parts  of  the  west  of 
England,  also  in  the  city  of  Bristol,  and  some  other  places. 
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SAMLEL  FOTHERliiLL  TO  HiS  WIFE. 

St  Ives,  0th  Bfo.,  2Dd,  1760. 

TiiUiugh  the  gracious  help  of  Providence,  1  liave 
to  send  thee  the  account  of  my  arrival  here  in  good  health. 
Yesterday  and  this  day  wc  have  had  two  meetings  here, 
very  large,  especially  this  aflemoon,  which  we  were  obliged 
to  hold  upon  the  sea  shore,  no  place  being  large  enough 
for  the  reception  of  Uic  ])eople,  which  were  above  three 
tliousvnd,  the  country  coming  in  for  many  miles  round;  the 
T,()i  (l  of  sure  mk  icics  was  graciously  near,  and  maguitied  his 
own  name  and  Truth ;  to  him  be  the  praise  of  his  own 
works,  for  they  only  can  praise  him. 

My  mind  is  comforted  in  being  here,  being  assured  I  am 
in  ray  place,  and  my  health  is  much  confirmed;  I  hope  to  use 
every  })rudeut  precaution  to  preserve  it,  though  the  weight  of 
the  service  lays  much  upon  me,  there  being  none  in  the 
inini'-Uy  but  myself,  besides  a  few  of  the  members  of  the 
meeting.  I  long  much  to  hear  from  thee.  I  hope  to  he  at 
Plymouth  on  fifth  day  evening  next,  at  Exeter  on  first  day, 
and  Bristol  on  fourth. 

S.  F. 

SAlfUEL  FOTHEBOILL  TO  CATHERINE  PAYTON. 

Warrington,  11th  Mo.,  drd,  1759. 

Since  my  return  borne,  I  have  been  faToured  with 
an  acceptable  letter  ironi  tbee,  and  should  hare  made  several 
epistolary  visits  to  thee,  had  e%'ery  other  circumstance  been 
as  favourable  as  my  inclination,  and  sincere  desire  for  thy 
preservation  and  stability  in  the  best  things.  It  is  very 
acceptable  to  hear  and  feel  that  He  who  hath  put  forth 
goes  before  thee,  and  attends  graciously  with  never-failing 
help.  I  am  under  an  awAil  obligation  to  acknowledge  his 
bounty  and  condescension,  in  supporting  in  my  late  laborious 
engagement,  and  we  have  both  the  greatest  reason.  He  hath 
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])resci  ved  us  by  the  right  liand  of  his  ]H>\ver,  and  distin- 
guished liumility,  obedience,  and  watchful  fear  is  our  alone 
place  of  safety  ;  may  we  abide  therein,  that  with  unimpaired 
strength  we  may  run  our  race  and  finish  our  course.  And, 
dear  friend}  it  hath  often  been  the  cause  of  humiliation  and 
sorrow  to  me  to  behold  the  unprofited  state  in  which  many 
remain,  who  hear  the  Truth  with  gladness,  but  lay  not 
hold,  fast  hold,  on  eternal  life;  the  ministry  is  to  such  a 
pleasant  sound,  but  for  want  of  rooting  their  beauty  is  momen^ 
taiy,  and  succeeded  by  withering.  1  fear  that  island,  as 
well  as  this,  has  too  mauy  of  that  superficial  sort,  even 
amongst  those  who  think  themselves  to  be*  something,  and 
judge  of  their  advance  in  life  by  their  pleasnies  in  hearing 
and  talking.  There  is  a  remnant,  with  whom  my  soul  is 
united  in  the  heavenly  covenant;  these  have  one  Father 
and  head,  and  unto  him  is  their  eye  directed ;  they  know 
no  man  after  the  flesh,  nor  have  trust  in  any  thing  short  of 
the  renewings  of  the  Holy  Ghost;  and  they  well  know 
nothing  else  can  keep  them  stedfast  and  immovable  in  these 
degenerate  days.  My  mind  will  be  frequently  with  the 
seed  in  the  approaching  solemnity,  with  such  strength  of 
desire  as  I  may  be  faroured  with  for  the  exaltation  of  the 
pure,  holy  Truth*  May  all  the  labourers  in  the  Lord's 
serrice  be  clothed  with  the  humility,  meekness,  wisdom, 
and  strength  of  the  Lamb ;  this  will  be  victorious  at  last, 
when  the  zeal,  will,  and  wrath  of  man  must  utterly  fail. 

Thy  complaint  of  the  state  of  the  Church  in  your  parts 
is  sorrowful,  and  it  is  much  more  so  when  the  cultivation 
of  the  heavenly  Hand  hath  been  more  abundantly  known, 
and  the  former  and  latter  rain  have  abundantly  descended,  and 
I  think  this  hath  been  the  case  of  this  county  in  a  remark- 
able degree.  I  mean  not  the  favours  conveyed  through  the 
channel  of  my  labours,  but  the  many  heavenly  vintations 
immediately,  and  through  others.  Tlie  secret  love  of  the 
world  hath  prevailed  to  weaken  many  hands»  the  Lord 
would  have  made  strong  for  himself;  whereby  the  testimony 
is  deserted,  and  the  cords  slackened,  immoral  practices 
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coQniTed  at^  and  Toy  lewy  aeareely  any^  who  daie  stand 
in  the  gap.  Many  think  hetter  of  ub  than  we  merit,  and 
some  think  I  may  be  strengthened  much  by  a  worthy 
assistant^  who  seems,  at  London,  clothed  with  zeal,  but  is 
at  home  my  greatest  burden.  May  our  minds,  dear  iriend, 
clea?e  to  the  Preserver  of  men,  that  thereby  strength  may 
be  renewed  simply  to  suffer,  and  simply  to  stand  in  the 
council  of  God;  Uien  kuw^  uihere^  and  w^ai  we  are,  will  be 
perfectly  right  The  Lord  direct  thy  steps  in  wisdom, 
prudence^  and  zeal. 

S.  F. 

8AHUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  ISRAEL  PEMBERTON. 

Warrington,  11th  Mo.,  18th,  1760. 

Though  neither  my  incUnation  nor  capacity  allow 
my  engagements  to  be  in  some  respects  so  arduous  as  thine, 
yet  they  are  as  many  and  as  laborious  as  my  strength  of 
body  and  mind  are  equal  to,  and  frequently  so  incumbering 
as  to  prevent  my  conversing  with  such  Friends  as  the  warmth 
of  an  affectionate  heart  would  frequently  recall  to  my  near 
remembrance.  Thyself  and  dear  wife,  from  the  motives  of 
gratitude,  union  of  spirit,  and  similarity  of  sentiment,  are  often 
present  with  mc,  and  lIjuL  iiiendship  is  not  at  all  impaired 
wliich  Hinted  us  when  together,  and  I  hope,  according  to 
your  Indian  phrase.  "The  chain  may  be  often  brightened." 
And,  dear  Israel,  tliou  well  knowest  what  it  iis  that  unites  to 
all  the  living,  and  jtreserres  in  the  unity  of  the  one  Spirit, 
even  that  Icaveu  ot  Llie  kingdom,  which,  by  a  silent,  solemn, 
and  efficacious  energy,  begets  into  the  Divine  nature,  and 
makes  the  whole  lump  congenial  with  itself  and  with  the 
family.  U  is  nnifonn  in  its  operation,  ever  produclivc  of 
one  glorious  end,  though  the  objects  on  which  ii  oi)erates 
may  be  various.  It  animates  the  gloomy,  regulates  the 
unstable,  and  causes  the  volatility  of  the  more  vivacious  to 
subside,  and  directs  them  Lo,  and  in,  their  respective 
services. 
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When  I  see  the  differeDl  tempers  of  men,  I  am  confinned 
in  a  strong  assurance  that  In  visdom  the  Lord  hath  made 
them  all,  and  that  in  the  abundance  of  his  mercy  and  truth 
he  would  direct  them  to  his  glory,  and  sanctify  to  his  use 

and  our  comfort.  May  we  be  so  happy  as  to  be  completely 
his  workmauship)  which  is  beautiful,  and  the  praise  of  the 

whole  earth.  I  feel  so  great  occasion  for  a  jealousy  over 
myself,  and  am  so  often  humbled  by  one  thorn  or  another, 
that  1  iiiav  ptrliaps,  from  that  feeling,  be  giving  away  my 
own  bread  lo  one  tliat  has  less  need  of  it  than  myself.  But 
my  soul  is  humbled  wiliiin  nie,  to  crave  inward  establishment 
in  the  holy,  hidden  life  of  the  Lamb,  and  that  thence  the 
complete  similitude  of  the  King's  sous  may  be  our  happy 
experienco.  My  situalioii  is  such  as  to  exclude  boasting, 
and  guard  against  despondency  ;  and  though  I  pass  through 
various  dispensations,  their  end  I  consider  is  one,  and  that 
is  good,  though  the  path  to  it  may  at  times  lie  through  the 
shadow  of  death  ;  yet  this  evidence  1  have,  aud  1  hope  never 
to  lose,  my  daily  desire  and  prayer  is,  in  the  language  of  the 
p.salmi5t,  "  Let  my  heart  be  sound  iu  thy  statutes."  As  to 
the  state  of  the  Church,  I  cannot  say  much  ;  1  think  she  is 
going  into  the  wddcruess,  to  the  place  her  husband  hath 
prepared  for  her  there  ;  she  is  seldom  visible  about  the 
dwellings  of  her  nomnial  professors;  many  make  use  of  her 
name  for  fraudulent  purposes  and  lucrative  views,  the  filthy 
lucre  of  ])re-eminence.  I  know  them  by  this  mark, — -they 
aspire  to  be  great,  and  not,  by  becoming  little,  and  the 
servants  of  all,  patient  toward  all  men.  They  say  tbej'  are 
zealous,  some  think  them  so,  but  where  the  eye  is  not  single, 
no  zeal  can  be  there  that  is  of  the  right  sort. 

My  business  is  not  much  in  public  affairs.  Our  nation  is 
intoxicated  with  success.  T  cannot  rejoice  with  their  joy. 
Methinks  there  is  yet  behind  the  veil  something  to  teach  as 
righteousness.  The  commotions  of  this  present  day  have 
not  that  instructive  effect  on  the  people.  May  the  great 
Lord  of  hearen  and  earth  magnify  his  own  name  and  arm. 
1  believe  He  will  do  it,  and  that  the  day  i»  near  at  hand ; 
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Ibat  He  will  work  hU  woDderfnl  work.  Oh  (hat  our  names 
may  be  written  in  his  book,  enrolled  in  his  army ;  so  shall 
the  strength  of  salration  and  protection  be  our  portion. 
Dear  Mend,  all  other  vision  is  a  dream,  and  all  labour  fraitless 
or  worse,  that  hath  not  some  tendency  to  promote  this  esta- 
blishment We  are  hastening  fast  through  the  scenes  of 
time,  and  everlasting  certainty  is  at  hand.  Oh,  therefore, 
let  our  fervour  be  directed  to  that  substance  the  wise  of  all 
ages  have  chosen,  and  leave  the  bustles  of  obstructing  things, 
to  idt  at  the  feet  of  the  Prince  of  Peace ! 

My  love  is  to  thy  dear  spouse;  I  love  the  remembrance  of 
her;  I  wish  I  were  rich  in  spiritual  wealth,  I  would  freely 
communicate  some  to  her  if  I  could,  though  she  knows  the 
way  to  the  place  where  all  treasure  is  hid,  and  also  who 
enables  to  partake  thereof.  I  have  every  branch  of  thy 
family  fresh  in  my  affectionate  regard,  and  salute  them 
with  unfeigned  love;  may  ihu  riches  of  all  the  righteous 
generations  become  their  inheritance  for  ever.  I  bv  no  means 
for«,'et  poor  afflicted  Mary  Jordan  ;  she  lias  the  just  sympathy 
of  my  heart  that  feels  for  her,  and,  what  is  infinitely  belter, 
the  tender  mercy  of  our  Father  who  is  in  heaven,  an  appel- 
lation given  to  him  from  the  heights  and  hum  the  depths. 
Various  are  the  snares  attendant  on  unguarded  health  ;  the 
steps  of  youth  are  in  slippery  places  ;  our  stay  is  momentary, 
and  more  safe  in  the  house  of  mourning  than  in  the  house 
of  mirth. 

As  to  my  situation,  it  hath  either  been  a  scene  of  labour 
abroad,  or  sickness  at  home :  I  have  been  on  the  brink  of  the 
grave  twice  last  winter.  This  seems  to  promise  better 
health,  and  perhaps  a  quiet  rest  at  home.  However  it  be, 
I  am  content,  in  humble  confidence  in  the  sure  Helper  of  all 
who  love  and  fear  him.  I  will  conclude  with  the  as'jnrance 
of  sincere  affection  for  you  all,  in  that  which  remains  through 
all  the  changes  of  time. 

S.  F. 


378 


MEMOIRS  AND  LBTTER8 


[1759. 


SAMUEL  FOTHEBGILL  TO  JOHN  PEMBERTON. 

Warrington,  12lh  Mo.,  2nd,  1759. 

The  emotions  of  pnre  friendship,  which  often  warm 
my  mind  towards  thee,  render  thy  welfare  and  prosperity 
most  desirable,  and  fill  my  mind  with  nnfeigned  sympathy, 
in  which  I  tenderly  salote  thee.   From  thine  of  SSrd  of  8ih 

month,  I  find  those  evidences  of  life  which  are  incontestable, 
even  want  and  anxiety ;  I  wish  they  may  ever  continue 
directed  towards  tlie  everlasting  Supplier,  who  will  in  his 
own  time  lead  to  Rehoboth,  \shere  all  sufficiency  reveals 
itself  to  the  liLunble,  sincere  soul.  It  is  iulinitely  prcleiable 
to  that  state  of  death,  and  consequently  insensibility,  which 
many  rejoice  in  as  their  principal  good.  We  are  under  the 
continual  notice  of  a  merciful  Father,  who  sees  and  pities  us; 
when  our  backslidings  correct  us,  he  mitigates  the  severity 
due,  and  turns  even  our  weaknesses  into  the  means  of  renew- 
ing strength,  ai^d  renews  great  occasion  to  hope  all  tilings 
shall  work  tof^^t  ilit  r  for  good.  I  often  consider  the  situation 
of  your  province  in  this  sifting  day,  in  which  a  separation  is 
made  between  the  true-hearted  followers  of  Christ,  though 
in  the  way  of  the  cross,  and  those  whose  building  is  upon 
the  sand,  in  the  spirit  and  temper  ot  an  unstable  world. 
The  sufiering  of  the  true  seed  is  great,  and  the  wormwood 
bitter.  These  things  are  peimitted,  and  may  be  the  intro« 
ductioii  to  greater  winnowing  and  exercise;  but  the  Lamb 
and  his  followers  be  finally  victorious.     May  the 

righteous  seed  therefore  be  patient,  and  hope  to  the  end,  for 
faithful  is  He  who  hath  called  into  this  day  of  buffeting. 

Our  worthy  friend  Joseph  White  is  about  Durham.  His 
service  is  not  merely  very  acceptable,  but  solidly  beneficial ; 
I  hare  known  none  more  eminently  favoured  with  the  wisdom 
and  authority  of  Truth.  His  health  is  not  fully  confirmed, 
though  he  is  able  to  travel  diligently. 

Farewell,  my  dear  friend;  may  the  Hand  which  hath 
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supported  in  many  concealed  and  obnons  trials,  and  encou- 
raged  to  hope  in  fais  salvation,  be  reverently  waited  for.  If 
we,  on  oar  part,  remember  and  follow  as  we  ongbt,  our  Rock 
will  not  sell  ns,  nor  ever  foil ;  the  Lord  our  righteousness 
will  make  way  for  us,  and  exalt  onr  drooping  beads  In  his 
own  time. 

a  F. 


CHAPTER  X. 


The  finn  belief  of  Samdbl  Fot&bboill  in  the  great 
doctrines  of  the  Christian  religion,  as  held  by  the  religions 
Society  of  which  he  was  a  member,  and  his  entire  conviction 
of  thd  truth  and  propriety  of  the  varions  testimonies  of  the 
Society,  and  of  their  accordance  with  the  doctrines  and 
precepts  of  the  New  Testament,  were  not  in  Urn  the  result 
of  education  or  tradition.  He  had  diligently  examined  for 
himself  the  grounds  upon  which  they  rested;  from  this 
examination,  and  the  thorough  conviction  which  it  produced 
upon  bits  mind,  he  was  well  enabled,  through  the  ^race  and 
aid  of  the  Hol^  Spirit,  to  recommend  and  to  explain  these 
principles,  to  advocate  them  as  occasions  arose,  and  to 
defend  them  when  questioned  or  attacked. 

This  full  acqiiainlance  with  the  principles  of  the  Society, 
and  his  well-known  ability  to  explain  and  enforce  them, 
together  with  the  eminent  station  which  he  occupied  as  a 
minister,  caused  frequent  applications  to  be  made  to  him 
for  advice  and  assistance ;  it  introdnced  him  into  much 
correspondence,  and  an  es^teuded  care  over  many  parts  of 
the  Society. 

For  several  years  before  his  visit  to  America,  and  ever 
after  his  return,  he  was  a  constant  attender  (when  health 
permitted)  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  in  London,  and,  with  his 
brother  John,  took  a  deep  interest,  and  no  inconsiderable 
share,  in  the  transactions  of,  and  various  important  concerns 
which  came  before,  that  assembly.  Several  of  the  printed 
Epistles  during  this  period  contain  strong  evidence,  in  their 
language  and  style,  that  portions  of  them  were  of  his  com- 
position.   From  the  records  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  in  1758, 
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it  appears  tbat  be  then  proposed  the  establishment  of  a 
Yearly  Meeting  of  Mtmsters  and  Elders,  and  several  minutes 

occur  on  the  subject  .The  proposal  made  by  our  friend 

Samuel  Fotbergill  respecting  the  establishment  of  a  Yearly 
Meeting  of  Ministers  and  Elders,  being  re-considered,  was 
referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  for  drawing  up 

the  Epistle  John  Fry,  from  the  Committee  appointed 

to  consider  the  proposal  made  by  Samuel  Fotbergill  with 
respect  to  the  holding  a  General  Meeting  for  Ministers  and 
Elders  annually  in  this  city,  brought  in  a  report,  in  which 
they  say,  That  having  solidly  considered  the  proposition,  it 
is  their  sense  and  judgment  that  it  may  contribute  to  the 
advantage  of  the  Society  to  have  sucli  a  meeting  of  Ministers 
and  Elders  establislicd.  1  In  report  was  read  and  con- 
sidered, and  on  tlit  lullowuig  day  it  was  agreed  that  it 
tshonld  remain  solidly  on  Friends'  minds,  and  iu  the  year 
following  It  was  deliberately  considered  aiui  concluded.  The 
regulations  proposed,  and  then  agreed  upon,  for  the  said 
meeting,  arc  nearly  the  same  as  at  the  present  time. 

In  the  same  year,  1753,  it  is  recorded  that  S.  Folliergill 
brought  iu  from  tlie  Committee  an  Epistle,  to  be  sent  in 
MS.  to  the  several  Quarterly  Meetings  ^  the  Epistle  is 
franglit  with  excellent  counsel. 

Of  the  cliaracter  adverted  to  in  a  preceding  paragraph, 
are  several  of  the  following  letters. 

In  the  beginning  of  1760,  he  was  engaged  in  some  corre- 
spondence with  K.  Selby,  the  clergyman  of  a  neighbour- 
ing parish  (Bud worth).  The  daughter  of  a  friend  near  that 
place  had  been  married  before  this  individual,  and,  previously 
to  the  ceremony  of  the  marriage,  he  had  insisted  upon  her 
submitting  to  the  rite  of  water  baptism,  llie  marriage  was 
one  of  peculiar  aggravation  and  distress  to  her  parents,  who 
were  treated  with  much  unkindness  by  the  clergyman ;  they 
applied  for  counsel  and  consolation  to  Samuel  Fotbergill, 
and  the  following  extracts  are  finom  some  of  his  letters  to 
R.  Selby  on  the  occasion. 

I  am  convinced,  by  the  testimony  of  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
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that  the  sprinklmg  of  water  upon  the  iace  of  either  adults 
"or  infants  hath  no  wairantry  therein;  it  is  neither  the 

baptism  of  John^  nor  of  our  blessed  Redeemer ;  but 

''having  no  ground  in  Holy  Writ,  nor  example  nor  precept 
"  Ihereiui  corroborating  thy  practice,  and  it  appearing  foreign 
"  to  the  nature  of  the  religion  of  the  Holy  Jesus,  I  disclaim 
"  it,  as  being  one  of  the  inventions  of  men  apostatized  from 
**  the  power  and  purity  of  the  Gospel.  Had  thy  mind  been 
"  happily  subjected  to  the  purifying  efiects  of  the  baptism 
"  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  baptism  that  now  saves,  and  of 
"  which  the  Holy  Jesus  was  and  is  the  minister,  I  persuade 
**  myself  thou  wouldest  have  acted  a  different  pait** 

....  "  I  suppose  tby  remark  on  S.  C*  being  an  enemy 

"  to  the  religion  of  his  country,  is  a  reflection  on  our  Society* 
"  I  trust  we  arc  not  enemies  to  true  religion,  which  avails 
"before  God  tbe  Father.  It  is  true,  we  think  difierenily 
"  from  some  others  respecting  it,  believing  its  chief  emolu> 
"  ment  is  sanctity  of  heart,  and  the  favour  of  God,  and  not 
"lucrative  advantages.  We  have  reason  to  believe  there  yet 
**  remains  men  who  suppose  gain  is  godliness,  and  are  more 
"concerned  to  advocate  their  claims  by  temporal  motives, 
"  than  by  the  love  of  Christ ;  and  from  such  we  turn 
"  away." 

In  reply  to  some  harsh  and  unjust  expressions  of  his 
correspondent  respecting  himself,  S,  Fothergill  \\  rites  thus  : 
"  I  am  very  free  to  tell  tbee  I  make  not  merchandise  of 
"religion:  I  amuse  not  the  peojde  with  the  false  traOic  of 
"  unfell  truths.  I  coutess  some  of  the  earlier  scenes  of  my 
"life  were  passed  in  folly,  vanity,  and  infidelity;  but  having 
"  fonml  mercy  ^vitb  God,  througli  .Tesns  Christ,  and  knowing 
"  tl)(  ti  irors  of  the  Lord  for  sin,  I  endeavour  to  persuade 
"others  to  be  reconciled  unto  God,  by  forsaking  every  evil 
"way,  and  turning  to  him  ui  faith  and  prayer,  with  their 
"  whole  hearts.  This  is  the  end  of  my  labour,  and  its  whole 
"  intention ;  for  this  I  am  willing  to  spend  and  to  be  spent, 

*  The  father  of  tbe  young  woman. 
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**  without  my  fee  or  reward  from  men.  The  Lord  judge 
"  between  me  and  thee  in  this  natter.** 

SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  R,  OLIVER*. 

Warrington,  1760. 

My  friend,  Abraliam  Rawlinson,  some  time  ago* 
gave  me  thine,  dated  lllh  of  April,  which  brought  thy 
Commissary's  remarks  on  the  suffering  case  of  the  Websters, 
which  A.  R.  had,  at  my  request,  put  into  tliy  hands  some 
time  since.  A  tedious  indisposilioTi,  and  ;i  necessary  inquiry 
into  the  truth  of  the  Commissary's  aspersions,  hav  e  prevented 
my  earlier  attempt  to  suggest  a  few  sentiments  to  thy  consi- 
(lei  atiQD,  on  account  of  thy  Commissary's  letter  j  I  hope  for 
thy  candour  in  doing  it  now. 

Much  might  be  said  to  his  "  concurrence  in  opinion,  that 
every  civil  government  ought  highly  to  discourage  every 
excuse  and  pretence  which  are  alleged  to  be  founded  on 
principles  of  coDSCiencei  for  a  premeditated  disobedience  to 
the  laws  of  their  country;^  as  also  to  his  charge  of  the  most 
"perverse  obstinacy."  May  I  not  query  whether  this  is 
not  a  full  justification  of  all  the  high  discouragements  the 
primitive  Churcli  suffered,  from  Jewish  and  Gentile  govern- 
ments, and  those  inflicted  on  ihc  reformers  from  Popery, 
the  founders  of  the  Church  of  England?  The  hierarchy 
of  those  days  called  their  invincible  constancy,  ''the  most 
perverse  obstinacy."  Hath  not  this  been  the  language  of  a 
persecuting  spirit,  from  the  time  of  the  accusation  of  our 
Saviour  by  the  chief  priests ;  both  Jews  and  Gentilesy  and 
those  worst  of  Gentiles,  persecutors  professing  the  religion 
of  the  Prince  of  peace  and  love,  and  counteracting  it  to  the 
utmost  of  their  power  by  acts  of  cruelty  and  injustice  ?  I 

*  Pfobably  Robert  Oliver,  who  was  vicar  of  the  parish  of 
Warton,  near  Lancaster,  from  1734  to  1776.  I  have  not  been 
able  to  collect  any  farther  partieulare  of  the  case  named  in  this 
letter.— G.  C. 
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apprehend  the  cB.9.e  in  question  is  a  proof  of  this  unchristian 
disposition,  and  that  it  is  in  the  first  instance  illegal  and 
unjust,  and  that  no  law  of  our  country  subjects  us  to  pay 
wages  to  a  parish  clerk;  and  I  am  ready  to  put  it  to  the 
issue  of  common  law.  Perhaps  this  might  be  known  to  the 
prosecutor,  and  thence  he  was  induced  to  put  them  into  the 
Ecclesiastical  Court,  where  they  might  be  harassed  and 
lurched  into  a  contempt,  and  subjected  to  every  hardship  a 
court  hateful  to  God  and  man  haih  power  to  inflict.  Their 
being  sued  there  was  for  an  illegal  and  unjust  demand,  and 
every  act  of  that  court  was,  and  is^  accumulated  injustice. 
We  have  no  reason  to  hope  for  any  compliment  to  our  reli- 
gious scruples  from  chancellors  and  registrars.  We  have 
read  of  such  officers,  and  their  conduct,  in  Queen  Maiy*s 
days,  and  we  apprehend  succeeding  limes  have  only  varied 
the  object,  not  the  nature  of  the  people^s  zeal.  I  freely 
own  we  are  entirely  at  ease  with  respect  to  any  spiritual 
disadvantage  accruing  to  us  from  excommunication.  The 
Judge  of  the  whole  Universe  is  not  at  Ibe  beck  of  any 
mercenary  officer,  whether  civil  or  ecclesiastical,  to  execute 
his  sentence  of  injustice  and  oppression,  at  the  price  of  his 
own  attributes  of  love  and  compassion.  Nay,  indeed,  whilst 
such  instruments  of  cruelty  are  found  in  the  habitations  of 
Simeon  and  Levi,  may  not  thinking  men  say  with  old  Jacob, 
"  O  my  soul!  come  not  thou  into  their  secret;  unto  their 
assembly,  mine  honour,  be  not  thou  uuited.'* 

I  was  astonished  at  the  account  he  gave  me  of  two 
Quakers  being  lessees  of  wool  and  lambs,  and  suing  as 
appellants,  because  the  appcllci's  had  liwt  umJc  a  suilicicni 
tender,  &c.  I  have  heard  of  many  instances,  and  known 
some,  where  Quakers,  being  possessed  of  estates  by  inheri- 
tance or  purchase,  to  wliich  tithes  btlonged,  have,  williout 
any  temporal  consideration,  diMiu  inhered  them  from  llieir 
estates,  and  in  the  strongest  manner  conveyed  them  tt)  the 
land  owners  from  whose  estate  they  arose,  benig  as  consci- 
euliousiv  concerned  against  receiviny  as  paying  them ;  but 
never  before  heard  of  their  suing  for  them.    I  procured  an 
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inquiry  to  be  made  into  this  malter,  and  were  I  disposed  to 
give  thy  Commissary  as  hard  w  ords  as  he  uses  for  Webster's 
conscientious  dissent,  I  might  keenly  recriminate,  hut  T 
spare  him.  Two  Papists  commenced  such  a  suit,  but  that 
two  Quakers  did,  I  call  upon  him  to  prove.  I  have  copies 
of  two  certificates,  one  from  the  plaiutiHs'  solicitor,  and  one 
from  the  defendants*  proctor,  as  my  vouchers ;  the  originals 
are  in  mj  hands.  May  I  not  call  in  question  thy  Commis- 
sary's claim  to  the  epithets  of  good  and  worthy,**  who  can 
thus  take  up  and  make  a  false  roporty  and  impose  npon 
thee  with  it 

I  am  much  mistaken  in  the  judgment  I  have  formed  of 
my  friend  Oliver,  if  these  remarks  are  in  his  sight  insigni- 
ficant. I  cannot  think  thy  nature  unfeeling,  and  am 
persuaded  religion  would  improve  every  sentiment  of  sym- 
pathy with  distress,  especially  where  unjustly  procured  and 
unmerited.  I  therefore  appeal  to  the  man,  to  Uie  Christian, 
for  redress,  which  I  hope  is  in  thy  power  to  procure.  For 
though  we  fear  no  spiritual  damages  from  ezcommunicatioii, 
as  now  prostituted,  we  know  there  are  temporal  ones  which 
do  affect  the  already  injured,  oppressed  parties.  I  am  thy 
real  friend  and  well  wisher, 

Samuel  Fothbboill. 

^  SAHUEL  F0THER6ILL  TO  HIS  SIBTEB. 

Warrington,  3rd  Ma,  23rd,  1760. 

I  am  favoured  with  pretty  good  health,  a  Messing 
greatly  to  be  prized,  and  in  other  respects  quiet  and  content; 
I  do  not  abound,  nor  am  I  wholly  destitute ;  I  have  more 
than  1  have  merited,  and  if  I  be  stript,  I  acquiesce  with  His 
will,  whom  I  think  I  can  call  My  Father  who  is  in  heaven. 

The  revolving  year  brings  nigh  a  season  1  look  at  with 
the  alternate  sensations  of  pleasure  and  sorrow,  as  these 
result  Irom  meeting  with  similar  spirits,  and  being  renewedly 
baptized  with  lliem  for  ourselves,  for  the  living  and  the  dead. 
It  is  pleasing  beyond  expression  to  renew  a  personal  con* 

a  c 
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verse  with  those  who  are  dear  to  me  from  every  tie;  and 
to  see  a  brother  and  sister  in  the  strongest  union,  conveys 
a  pleasure  which,  like  ihe  connexion,  is  deeper  than  iiature. 

Yesterday,  I  received  an  invitation  from  Jonathan 
Laycocfc,  of  Halifax,  to  the  burial  of  his  wife.  To  which 
an  appiehension  of  duty  obliges  me  to  submit,  though  I 
confess  not  without  reluctance.  But  I  only  ask  to  be  rights 
and  leave  the  what  and  tlic  where.  I  expect  little  more 
lest  Our  Northern  Yearly  Meeting,  that  for  Wales,  and 
London,  are  coming  fast  on ;  I  am  thankful  for  the  present 
share  of  ability,  which  I  hope  will  continue  pioportianed 
to  the  labour  of  the  day. 

Our  worthy  ancient  frieoda^  Grace  Chambers*  and  Lydia 
Lancaster,  are  about  to  set  out  a  long  journey;  I  eiq»ect 
them  here  next  week,  and  they  intend  for  the  Welsh  Yesrly 
Meeting,  Bristol,  Bath,  and  London.  Full  of  days  and  fidl 
of  virtue,  their  spirits  are  refined,  by  long  expeiience^  into  a 
meetnesa  for  the  holy  inheritance. 

8.  F. 

*  Giaoe  Chambers  was  bora  at  Monkheselden,  in  the  county  of 
Dariiam,  and  about  the  year  1713,  on  being  married,  she  removed 
to  near  Kendal.  She  was  of  strict,  exemplary  life  and  conversa- 
tion, remarkable  for  her  great  plainness  and  simplicity  of  apparel, 
manners,  and  deportment,  as  well  as  for  openness  and  generosity 
to  her  friends,  and  hospitality  to  all,  especially  to  the  f)nor.  She 
had  free  access  to  many  families  of  distinction,  to  whom  hoi  iiffec- 
tionate  visits  were  acceptable,  and  of  '^enic^-.  She  possessed 
considerable  skill  in  surgery,  and  in  administciing  relief  in  many 
disorders;  and  this  she  did  without  fee  or  reward,  and  devoted 
much  of  her  time  to  visiting  the  sick  and  those  in  affliction,  to 
whom  she  was  very  helpful.  An  a  miDister,  she  was  strong  and 
lively  in  her  testimonies,  even  when  bodily  ability  liad  much  abated. 
She  finished  a  well  spent  life,  at  lier  own  liouse  at  Sedgwick,  near 
Kendal,  m  9th  Month,  1762,  aged  85  years;  being  favoured  at 
last  with  a  comfortable  evidence  of  gracious  acceptance. 
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Waxrington,  4th  Ho.,  7lh,  1760. 

1  was  favoured  with  thine,  and  must  acknowledge 
it  was  acceptable,  though  it  brought  me  the  tidings  of  thy 
dear  <1;tui;litcr's'^  departure  out  of  tliis  troul)lcsome  world; 
and  1  tluiibL  iioL  but  t  hy  iiuiul  w  ill  Im;  so  favoured  with  that 
calm  acquiescence  with  Lh*  ]ii  f  sent  dispensation,  as  to  be 
enabled  to  say,  It  is  the  Lord's  doing,  and  let  him  work  as 
it  pleasetli  him.  It  is  a  debt  we  must  pay,  and  we  ought 
not  to  repine  at  the  hour  of  our  summons.  Indeed,  when 
the  race  is  shortened,  and  a  quicker  transition  to  eternal 
peace  is  granted  than  through  the  long,  laborious  scenes  of 
sorrow  allotted  to  many,  it  may  be  considered  and  prized  as 
a  mercy,  and  doubtless  will  be  so  in  the  cool  moments  of 
sedate  meditation,  when  the  mind  is  luosened  from  lower 
connexions,  and  reaching  onwards  to  the  immutable  union 
and  inseparable  fellowship  of  the  Lord's  family.  I  was 
mu(  li  comforted  to  observe  in  thine  the  happy,  blessed  end 
dear  Mary  was  favoured  with;  I  trust  the  remembrance  of 
it  will  often  solace  her  parents,  and  may  it  be  memorably' 
instructive  to  her  surviving  brothers  and  sisters,  who  know 
not  how  soon  they  must  close  th^ir  eyes  to  all  visible  things* 
Then,  O  then,  a  religious,  watchful  life,  spent  in  the  divine 
fear,  will  appear  as  it  really  is,  an  absolutely  necessary 
preparation  to  what,  in  a  solemn  hour,  is  eligible  to  all— 
even  a  happy  conclusion.  I  nearly  and  affectionately  sym- 
pathise with  thee,  in  the  various  exercising  steps  thou  hast 
assigned  thee  to  tread.  I  doubt  not  but  the  present  afflic- 
tions will  work  for  thee  a  more  exceeding  weight  of  glory; 
and  such  times  of  favour  will  be  renewed,  as  to  enable  thee 
to  rejoice  in  tribulation.  May  the  ancient  Helper  of  his 
humble  children  graciously  support  thee,  and  lead  forward 
in  the  way  to  true  peace ;  ihtki,  in  the  obedience  of  faith,  thou 

*  Mary  Jordan. 
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mayesi  be  established^  and  all  tilings  work  togelhw  under 
divine  direction  for  tbj  comfort  in  hope* 

I  am  about  preparing  a  few  instances  of  the  great  advan- 
tage and  necessity  of  early  piety,  intonding  to  print  them, 
with  some  little  introduction,  believing  they  may  be  of  some 
use.  I  think  thy  testimony  concerning  thy  dear  daughter 
will  jB^eatly  add  to  the  value  and  usefulness  of  such  a  per- 
formance ;  and  I  believe  thou  wilt  not  have  any  objection 
to  my  gathering  up  her  valuable  fragments.* 

I  am,  through  mercy,  in  a  pretty  good  state  of  health.  I 
have  been  much  about  home  Uiis  winter,  not  wholly  useless, 
nor  idle;  as  the  summer  advances^  it  seems  likely  I  may  be 
more  abroad,  though  I  have  no  clear  perception  of  any  long 
journey.  The  visitation  of  the  Shepherd  of  Israel  seema 
extending  itself,  and  in  some  place  with  a  blessed  prevalence 
to  the  scattered  sheep  amongst  us,  bringing  some  near 
who  have  been  afar  oiT,  as  well  as  bringiog  here  and  there 
one  to  the  saving  knowledge  of  his  own  IVuth.  May  his 
work  prosper,  and  the  place  of  his  ieet  become  more  and 
more  glorious. 

Our  worthy  ancient  friends,  Grace  Chambers,  in  her  84th 
.year,  and  Lydia  Lancaster,  in  her  77th,  were  lately  with  us, 
on  a  religious  visit ;  they  bend  their  course  towards  Bristol 
and  some  adjacent  places,  and  thence  to  London.  They 
are  as  well  as  can  be  expected,  considering  their  great  age, 
and  bravely  strong  in  the  root  of  living  virtue.  O,  desirable 
State  indeed,  to  have  run  a  bright  and  glorious  race,  and  be 
enriched  with  treasure,  ancient  and  new  ;  g^een  in  old  age, 
monuments  of  Almighty  power  and  goodness,  descending 
to  the  grave,  as  much  of  them  as  the  gravu  can  hold,  but 
the  immortal  part  rciitjvvcd  m  hulj  aiduui,  and  happy  in 
the  evident  foretaste  of  everlasting  felicity.  1  have  not 
seen  Joseph  White  for  several  months ;  his  service  iu  Uiis 

•  What  progress  was  made  by  S.  F.  in  tliis  collection  does  not 
now  appear.  He  did  not  publish  any  sucli  work,  and  no  remains 
of  it  were  found  after  his  decease. 
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land  is  truly  acceptable  and  usefiil ;  liis  master  is  eminently 
with  him,  and  I  tmat  will  keep  him  in  the  simptieity  and 
power  of  the  gospel.  Assure  thyself  of  my  most  cordial 
afi^ection  being  ever  warm  to  tbee  and  thine,  in  which  I 
wish  you  all  happiness ;  in  this,  and  the  salutation  of  near 
love,  my  wife  joins  with  thy  sincere  ftiend, 

8.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  JOHN  PEHBERTON. 

WaningtoD»  4th  Mo.,  10th,  1760. 

.  .......  As  I  tenderly  love  you,  I  rejoice  in  whatever 

attends  you  that  is  prosperous,  particularly  that  our  gracious 
Loffd  and  Lawgiver  oveishadows  your  meetings,  when  the 
body  is  collectiTcly  assembled  for  his  service.  He  hath 
often  limited  the  turbulent  waves  which  contentious  spirits 
have  raised,  and  for  his  own  name*s  sake  made  evidently 
bare  his  holy  arm.  I  have  often  remarked  it  witb  admira- 
tion and  worship  of  heart,  and  learned  from  tl  that  if  we 
do  the  LordV  work  in  his  spirit,  no  weapon  formed  against 
us  shall  prosper.  I  am  thankfiiil  for  the  proofs  repeatedly 
afforded,  that  we  are  brethren,  and  are  in  that  spiritual  fellow- 
ship which  is  not  straitened  by  distance  of  place,  and  therein 
are  capable  of  adapting  matter  suitable  to  your  states  in  our 
annual  assembly.  Those  epistles  have  required  a  vigilant 
eye,  to  prevent  their  being  prejudicial  instead  of  helpful ; 
for  there  are  too  many  amongst  us,  as  well  as  you,  who 
consider  the  approbation  of  men,  more  than  the  conformity 
to  the  paltcm  God  clearly  bhowed  to  the  living  amongst 
us  in  bis  holy  mount. 

  I  have  just  now  received,   from   London,  the 

inclosed  printed  epistle.  I  thought  for  some  time  I  had 
a  conceni  to  send  Fiiciuis  of  Portola  a  few  hints,  and  I 
therefore  threw  together  a  few  sentiments.  I  sent  it  up  to 
my  brother  for  bis  consideration ;  he  laid  it  before  the 
Morning  Meeting,  who,  with  some  little  immaterial  altera- 
tion in  the  words,  directed  it  to  the  press,  as  it  w  as  const- 
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dered  that  the  tnusient  reading  of  an  epistle  once  in  a 
meeting,  might  be  of  less  use  than  printing  such  a  number 
as  might  supply  every  family  with  sereral.  One  hundred 
of  them  will  be  sent  to  Tortola.  

My  time  hath  been  pretty  much  employed,  in  one  little 
service  or  another,  during  the  past  winter  $  and  I  have  got 
peace  of  mind,  and  that  is  very  great  riches.  I  am  obliged 
to  thee  for  the  Yearly  Epistle  from  Philadelphia.  It  contains 
profitable  tiuthsi  and  will,  I  doubt  not,  be  of  servioe.  I 
think  the  artless  simplicity  of  the  gospel,  unlaboured  in 
point  of  dicUon,  is  most  likely  to  add  weight  to  these 
epistles;  and,  perhaps,  if  you  judge  it  necessary  to  continue 
the  practice  of  printing  yearly  epistles,  you  may  study 
simplicity  and  plainness  of  address.  Though  1  suppose 
you  will  hardls  judge  it  necessary  to  print  every  \cai,  Jej^t 
the  wheels  be  clogged,  aud  the  frequency  of  instruction 
destroy  its  use. 

I  most  sincerely  wish  thee  every  degree  of  essential 
happiness,  and  that  peace  and  satisfaction  which  alone 
soothes  the  sorrows,  and  alleviates  the  distress,  of  our  proba- 
tionary pilgrimage. 

S.  F. 

The  following  is  the  Epistle  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
letter : — 

lO  FRIENDS  OF  THE  UPLAND  OF  lORTULA. 

Warrington,  drd  Mo.,  17ih,  1760. 

Peak  I^  uiends, 

Though  I  am  personally  a  stranger,  and  unknown 
to  most  of  you,  yet  ye  have  been,  of  late  time  especially,  SO 
frequently  the  subject  of  close  tfaoughtfulness  to  me,  and 
with  so  much  warmth  as  to  engage  my  mind  to  visit  you  in 
a  collective  capacity  with  this  EpisUe,  from  some  appre- 
hension of  duty,  and  with  a  heart  replenished  with  sincere 
good-will,  in  which,  I  wish  you  the  possession  of  that  hap- 
piness  which  is  everlasting. 
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It  was  tidings  of  great  joy  to  the  living  body  of  Friends 
in  this  land,  to  hear  that  the  Lord  Almighty  was  at  work 
in  your  island,  to  beget  children  to  himself;  and  that  the 
saiiic  substantial  virtue  which  wrought  upon  many,  in  this 
and  other  nalious,  to  redeem,  and  purify  them  a  people  to 
the  praise  of  his  great  Name,  bad  also  visited  you  with  a 
(lay-spring  from  on  high,  and  produced  the  same  blessed 
fruits  in  measure,  even  a  death  unto  sin,  and  a  new  birth 
unto  rightcousm  ss  ;  and,  by  the  baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
brought  them  into  the  one  spiritual  body,  whereof  Christ  is 
head.  Oh  the  tenderness,  the  fear,  and  watchfulness,  which 
attended  some  of  your  souls  in  that  day  !  —  a  precious  day  of 
visitation,  which  ought  for  ever  to  be  remembered ;  a  day 
wherein  the  Lord  allured  some  (  f  you,  and  brought  yon  into 
the  wilderness,  speaking  comloitably  to  you,  and,  in  his  own 
time,  gave  you  vineyards  from  thence :  some  of  you,  I  believe, 
have  in  remembrance  those  tinies  of  divine  betrothing,  and 
cannot  but  acknowledge  it  was  the  Ijf)rd's  doing.  Then  the 
mind  wa?s  liumblcd  as  in  the  dust,  and  a  living  concern 
arose,  to  walk  in  white,  and  to  enter  into  covenant  with  the 
Lord  your  God;  a  covenant  you  then  hoped  would  never  be 
broken.  In  this  simplicity  of  heart,  the  Lord's  cliildren  are 
ever  safest.  Almighty  Power  watching  over  llieni  for  good, 
and  regarding  with  a  Father's  care.  As  individuals  amongst 
yon  were  thus  engaged,  the  sympathy  and  fellowship  of  the 
one  body  spread  over  sea  and  land,  and  we  became  as 
epistles  wrote  in  one  another's  hearts,  and  were  baptized  by 
the  one  Spirit  into  the  one  body,  wherein  is  the  bond  of 
peace^  and  unity  of  the  saints.  In  this  stood  our  rejoicing 
on  your  account;  for  it  is  not  the  accession  of  numbers  to 
onr  name,  but  the  gathering  of  souls  to  the  everlasting 
Shepherd,  which  gives  joy  to  the  Lord's  family,  in  heaven 
and  earth. 

Now,  dear  Friends,  is  not  the  dew  of  your  mornin-,'  at 
times  brought  to  recollection,  and  its  heavenly  relish  remem- 
bered? Yet,  hath  not  a  loss  sensibly  attended  you,  autl  tlio 
once  promising  plantation  amongst  you  become  less  fruuiul 
and  beautiful }    If  so,  where  shall  we  enquire  for  the  cause  i 
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W  c  shall  not  find  any  deficiency  in  Divine  compassion ;  but 
the  loss  hath  been  occasioned  by  a  neglect  to  follow  uu  to 
know  the  Lord  in  his  own  way  and  leading,  and  a  departure 
iu  heart  from  hiui  liaih  ensued,  whereby  the  work  haih  been 
marred,  and  that  goodness,  wherein  the  holy,  unchangeable 
One  would  have  established  you,  and  rendtit^d  a  permanent 
blessing  and  beauty  to  you,  hath  been  to  too  many  as  a 
inorning  cloud,  and  as  Uie  early  dew,  it  halh  soon  passed 
away.  Such  ever  was  the  consequence  of  unfaithfulness  to 
the  discoveries  of  the  pure  light:  weakness,  revolt,  and 
backsliding  have  ensued  —  and  when  people  have  forsaken 
the  Fountain  of  living  waters  (which  is  open  for  sanctifi- 
calion  and  refreshmeul),  all  tlieir  lf\hour  and  inventions  have 
s  been  as  broken  cisterns,  that  can  hold  no  water ;  and  the 

latter  end  of  snch,  unless  they  return  and  it  pi  nt,  will  be 
worse  than  their  former  unenlightened  slate.  Bear  with  me, 
dear  Friends,  in  this  freedom  ;  my  soul  longs  for  your  help 
and  restoration,  that  by  and  through  you  the  great  Name 
may  be  exalted  in  those  islands^  and  that  part  of  the  Lord^s 
footstool  may  become  glorioua. 

Let,  I  beseech  you,  the  seemmg  fovemoet  vaiik  amongst 
you  look  closely  to  their  ovi*n  steps^  and  oonaider  carefully, 
whether  tbej  have  not  by  some  means  contributed  to  the 
general  decay  of  lively  seal  and  care,  through  their  own 
declension  and  lukewannness ;  for  it  is  most  certain^  the 
faithfulnesSy  or  nnfaithfalneasy  of  this  rank,  hath  a  very  great 
influence  over  yoong  and  tender  minds,  as  well  as  of  those 
who  may  be  more  ad?anced  in  years  and  experience,  and 
yet  not  void  of  a  secret  relish  for  heavenly  matters.  Betura 
therefore,  I  beseech  yon,  oh  ye  chiefs  amongst  the  people, 
to  your  first  lovo,  and  do  your  first  works,  lest  greater  deso* 
V  lation  ensue,  and  fie,  who  walketh  in  the  midst  of  the 

seven  golden  candlesticks,  come  unto  you  quicUy,  and 
remove  yoni's  out  of  its  place ;  for  why  should  the  candle- 
stick remain,  when  the  Hght  and  lustre  of  the  candle  is 
extinguished  i  And,  dearly  beloved  Friends  of  the.  rismg 
generation,  and  ye  in  the  prime  of  life,  suffer  and  receive 
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llie  word  of  exhortation,  from  one  who  tenderly  loves  you  ; 
remember  your  Creator  and  your  Judge ;  let  not  ihc  foolish 
amuscLocnti,  or  vain  conversation,  of  this  world  prevail  to 
tuiT)  you  aside  110111  yum  ^acal  and  everlasting  interest ; 
reuiL'mbci"  there  is  not  any  thiu^'  of  this  world  can  lay  the 
foundation  of  eternal  peace ;  it  is  an  rarnest,  huuible  seeking 
after  the  sanctifying  Hand,  and  submission  to  its  virtue, 
which  can  alone  fashion  you  as  vessels  of  honour,  and  fit 
you  for  the  heavenly  kingdom ;  cherish  the  secret  drawings 
ul  Divine  love  ;  be  not  ashamed  of  its  tendering,  restraining 
effects;  why  should  you  sell  your  souls  for  a  tiling  of  nought? 
for  such  will  be  the  smiles  and  frowns  of  this  world  in  a 
day  that  is  hastily  approaching.  Let  not  therefore  the  evil 
example  of  others,  nor  the  reproach  of  the  sconhul,  prevail 
to  your  hurt,  but  retain  the  fear  of  God,  which  will  keep  the 
heart  clean,  and  be  an  excellent  enduring  treasure,  when 
every  thing  else  shall  vanish  as  a  vapour. 

And  it  most  certainly  behoves  you,  Friends,  who  were 
natives  of  this  land,  and  have  had  your  education  amongst 
us  as  a  people,  and  bceu  frequently  directed  to  the  Heavenly 
Monitor,  to  walk  with  great  circumsjioction  ;  ye  are  amongst 
a  people  who  have  been  made  partakers  of  the  like  precious 
faith  with  us,  principally  through  the  immediate  reach  of  a 
Div  ine  Hand.  Will  not  their  eyes  be  turned  to  look  at  your 
conduct,  and  to  observe  the  fruits  of  your  faith,  by  its  preva- 
lence in  your  lives  and  conversation  ?  And  if,  instead  of  the 
blessed  fruits  of  righteousness,  the  contrary  should  appear, 
and  your  conduct  be  the  means  of  stumbling  to  any,  and 
evil  liberties  be  pursued  by  you,  to  yonr  own  and  others* 
hurt;  to  such  I  testify,  in  the  natm  and  under  an  awful 
sense  of  the  authority  of  the  Most  High,  it  had  been  better 
for  them  never  to  have  known  the  way  of  righteousness. 
Heavy,  very  heavy,  will  be  the  weight  of  the  complicated 
guilt  of  their  own  transgressions,  and  the  transgressions  of 
others  made  worse  by  their  exanijilr.  Woe,  from  a  righteous 
and  dreadful  God,  to  those  by  whom  such  offences  come. 
1  make  no  doubt  but  there  are  amongst  you  an  honest  seed, 
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as  afflicted  and  poor  people,  some  of  the  Lord!s  poor,  who 
letain  in  some  good  degiee  their  first  lore,  and  bewttil  the 
hurt  of  Zion.  I  beseech  soeh,  stand  fast  in  their  own  lots ; 
alnde  in  the  faith  and  patience ;  be  sober,  and  hope  to  the  end: 
though  the  times  are  gloomy,  the  ontpgoings  of  the  morning 
are  of  God,  and  he  can,  and  will  in  his  own  time,  cause  the 
wilderness  to  become  a  iroitfiU  field.  Iiook  not  too  much 
at  the  declension  of  others,  lest  your  fidth  should  fail;  but 
stedfiuitly  look  to,  and  follow  on  to  know,  the  Lord  Almighty, 
who  remains  for  ever,  and  the  defection  of  multitudes  can  by 
no  means  impair  his  unchangeable  truth  and  righteousness. 

In  a  sense  of  the  fresh,  extending  of  ancient,  all-sufficient 
Help,  I  most  tenderly  and  affectionately  salute  you.  May  the 
scattered  amongst  yon  be  brought  home,  and  the  negligent  be 
roused  to  diligence,  whilst  yet  a  litUe  day  continues ;  let  the 
tender  breathings  stOl  remaining  be  cherished,  that  they  may 
gather  strength,  and  enter  with  holy  prevalence  the  ear  of  the 
Lord  and  Father  of  his  people :  this  is  the  sincere  piayc  r  of 
one  concerned  at  heart  for  your  restoration,  and  stability  in 
righteousness  and  peace  for  ever. 

Sahdbl  Fothsbgili» 

samuel  fotuergill  to  susanna  ha  i  ton.* 

6th  Mo.,  27th,  1760. 

In  some  sense  of  that  sympathy  and  union  whicli 
renders  the  Church  of  Christ  a  compact  body,  I  tenderly 

*  This  friend  was  bom  at  Gnmge,  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  in 
]  720.  Very  early  in  life,  her  mind  was  brought  under  the  tender 
visitations  of  divine  love,  and  such  was  her  zeal  and  her  love  for 
the  Truth,  that  she  generally  went  many  miles  on  foot  'to  attend 

mectini:;^s,  and  laboured  hard  in  the  service  of  her  employer  to  make 
up  for  the  time  thus  occupied.  In  the  seventeenth  year  of  her  age, 
she  received  a  fi^ifl  in  the  ministry,  and,  as  one  planted  by  the 
Master's  hand,  so  rapid  was  her  growth  therein,  that,  with  the  unity 
of  her  friends,  she  paid  a  general  visit,  before  she  was  eighteen  years 
of  age,  to  Friends  on  the  continent  of  America,  in  company  with 
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and  affectionately  salute  thee.  I  most  sincerely  wish  thee  a 
good  journey, —  good  to  thyself,  and  so  to  others.  I  cannot 
doubt  of  the  propriety  of  thy  mission  to  that  part  of  the 
Lord's  viiiLvard;  I  had  an  evidence  in  myself,  in  solemn 
silence,  thai  tlioii  wert  under  the  Master's  appointment  for 
that  service,  and  I  earnestly  desire  the  wisdom  ami  ]iower 
of  Truth  may  seal  its  own  evid(aice  on  all  thy  labours  ,  and, 
dear  friem],  thoLi[,di  1  a])prt'laaifl  myself  a  younger  brother, 
and  now  addrubbiiig  my  self  lo  one  who  uui  in  Christ  before 
me,  yet  permit  me  to  offer  to  thy  thoughts  a  few  sentiments, 
which  have  been  sealed  usefully  on  my  heart. 

First. — It  is  a  most  solemn  and  awful  thing  to  assume  the 
name  of  the  Lord*s  ambassador ;  I  believe  thou  considers  it 
so.  Thence  ought  we  also  to  consider  the  hi-^h  .  blifjafions 
we  are  under  to  receive  from  him,  not  only  his  iustrucUous, 
but  our  credentials. 

Secondly. — These  will  not  be  withheld,  if  we  wait  our 
Master's  time;  his  souiul  will  lie  certain,  and  his  discoveries 
clear.  We  shall  not  say,  like  Ahimaaz,  When  I  ran,  there 
was  a  tumult,  Imi  di^iinctly  receive  and  deliver  our  Master's 
message,  in  bis  own  wisdom  and  spirit. 

Thirdly. — In  all  our  service,  let  us  remember  our  Lord's 
dignity,  and  endeavour  to  maintain  it  according  to  the  pro- 
portion of  strength  vouchsafed,  both  in  puritjr  of  life,  and 

Ruth  Courtney.  She  was  uiumed  ia  1742,  and  fur  many  years 
bad  to  pass  through  many  outward  difficulties,  as  well  us  iuward 
ezerebes  and  triab,  for  the  cam  and  tesUmony  she  bod  espoused, 
and  she  was  favoured  to  bold  fast  her  integrity  to  the  Truth.  She 
UaveUed  mnch  as  a  miniater,  in  aeYend  parts  of  Great  Britain  and 
Irdand.  In  1760,  bdn^  then  a  widow,  ahe  emhariced  on  a  second 
visit  to  America.  She  afterwaida  married  Thomaa  Lightfoot,  and 
they  settled  in  Penneykania,  where  she  oontinued  to  be  a  faithfnl 
laboorer  in  the  cause  and  aeiviee  of  TVuth.  She  waa  a  living  and 
powerful  minister,  awful  and  weighty  in  prayer,  careful  to  wait  fbr 
the  fresh  anointing  for  right  qudification.  She  departed  this  life 
on  the  8th  of  6tb  Mo.,  1781,  aged  sixty-one,  a  minister  foity-five 
yean. 
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singleneBS  to  bim,  in  our  miDisterial  capacity^  beiDg  empty 
without  him,  and  only  filled  with  bis  fulness. 

Fourthly.— Let  us  learo  to  try  the  spirits,  whether  they  are 
of  God.  I  have  seeo  a  danger  (especially  in  your  sex)  of 
being  taken  by  the  passions ;  the  passionate  preacher  hath 
affected  the  paasionate  hearer;  both  have  been  in  raptnresy 
and  neither  of  them  profited.  This  is  a  place  I  would 
endeayour  to  guard  thee  in,  my  dear  firiend,  as  1  am  appie- 
hensive  the  emotions  of  thy  mind  are  sometimes  strong  and 
animated.  Mistake  not  the  warmth  of  passion  for  the  gospel 
authority ;  the  first  is  like  the  rattling  thunder,  which  frights, 
but  never  hurts ;  tbe  last  is  like  the  lightning  firom  the  east, 
which  illuminates,  and  at  times  breaks  through  all  opporition, 
and  melts  down  every  obstruction.  I  know  the  integrity  of 
ihy  heart,  and,  what  is  infinitely  better,  our  Father  who  is  in 
heaven  also  knows  it,  and  will  not  forget  to  be  gracious ; 
and  therefore,  with  the  most  unreserved  freedom,  I  remind 
tbee  of  these  things.  May  thy  Urim  and  Tbummim  be  with 
thy  Holy  One,  whom  thou  didst  prove  at  Massab,  which 
implies  the  hour  of  temptation,  and  with  whom  thou  didst 
strive  at  the  waters  of  Meribah,  or  strife.  Look  carefully  to 
.  him  in  all  thy  goings,  so  shalt  thou  dip  thy  foot  in  oil,  when 
thou  treadest  on  high  places,  and  the  arms  of  thy  hands 
will  be  strengthened  by  the  mighty  God  of  Jacob.  If  deep 
poverty  be  thy  lot,  be  not  disquieted,  neither  pour  forth  thy 
complaints  to  any  mortal ;  have  no  confidant,  but  eternal 
Help.  I  never  knew  deeper  poverty,  nor  more  glorious 
riches,  than  in  that  land,  but  I  found  it  safe  to  wear  my 
sackcloth  on  my  loins,  and  put  on  my  best  garments  honestly 
and  sparingly.  Rtccive  no  obligation  from  lliat  quaitcr, 
which  thou  can  av  oid,  lest  they  say,  "  1  have  requited  her 
labour,''  or  make  vain  the  purport  of  thy  testimony. 

In  the  course  of  thy  passage,  be  courteous  to  all,  unless 
restricted  by  secret  direction  with  respect  to  any  particular, 
wliich  T  have  found  my  peculiar  duty  in  some  parts.  Let 
not  at!;i1)ility  enervate  thy  mind,  nor  lead  from  the  steady 
stability  alteudingthe  faithful  minister  j  and  yet  guard  agaiui»t 
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a  spirit  which  leads  zealons  people  sometimes  to  say, There 
is  none  righteous^  no  not  one,'*  and  therein  to  overlook  the 
hidden,  suffering  seed.  Let  thy  eye  be  in  thy  head,  so  shall 
thy  goings  he  ordered  of  the  Lord,  and  be  attended  with 
peace  to  thyself,  comfort  to  the  living,  and  general  usefulness 
to  the  church.  Be  not  hasty  to  embrace  the  offer  of  any 
companion  in  service;  try  their  spirits^  and  feel  the  liber^ 
of  Tenth  in  it.  I  should  rather  choose  to  take  one  occasion- 
allj,  as  way  might  open^  than  engage  for  any  considerable 
journey.  I  think  it  is  still  more  necessary  to  press  thy 
declining  any  companion  from  England  or  Europe,  who 
might  hare  a  concern  for  themseWes  to  discharge  thdr  own 
duty,  without  regard  to  thine,  and  so  might  another  be 
oppressed  by  thee.  Farewell,  and  may  the  Lord  of  all  con^ 
eolation  be  with  thee  in  every  trial,  and  support  thee  by 
his  arm,  enrich  thee  by  his  grace,  replenish  thee  by  his 
wisdom,  and  comfort  thee  by  his  rod  and  staff. 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTHERGUX  TO  JANE  CftOSFIELD. 

Warrington,  6th  Mo.,  28th,  1760. 

I  am  concerned  that  it  so  falls  out  I  cannot  be  at 
home  personally  to  bid  thee  farewell  and  wish  thee  a  good 
journey.  However,  the  travail  of  my  soul  is  for  the  help, 
strength,  and  safety  of  all  our  Heavenly  Father's  children, 
that  they  may  be  so  wisely  conducted  in  all  things,  as  to 
know  the  returns  of  peace,  and  feel  the  unity  of  the  spirit 
and  of  the  body. 

If  we  are  little  enough  in  our  own  eyes,  we  shall  know 
divine  strength  in  our  weakness;  but  when  any  apprehen- 
sion of  OUT  strength  and  wisdom  possesses  the  mind,  weak- 
ness and  loss  in  every  respect  ensue.  Thou  hast  my  good 
wishes  in  thy  present  concern;*  it  is,  indeed,  a  weighty 
undertaking,  and  requires  a  double  portion  of  the  Spirit  to 

*  A  visit  to  Friends  in  America. 
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go  through.  Let  thy  <!(  jjcnfknce  be  upon  the  renewings 
of  divine  help,  and  all  thy  im c  ements  in  the  gospel  spirit. 
Seek  after  the  simj>licity  of  Truth,  and  its  littleness.  Thou 
art  going  amoDgst  a  people,  many  of  whom  have  understand- 
ing hearts,  and  can  discern  wisely  between  spirit  and  spirit, 
between  sound  and  substance ;  this  I  mention  for  thj  encou- 
ragement, if  tbou  art  single  hearted. 

May  best  wisdom  direct  thee  in  all  thy  steps,  pieserre 
thee  solid  in  thy  spirit,  lively  in  thy  ministry,  wise  and 
discerning  in  thy  conduct  towards  all,  and  oprigbt  and 
exemplary  in  thy  conYersation ! 


Jane  Crosfield  vras  the  daughter  of  James  Rovrlandson, 
and  wife  of  George  Crosfield,  of  Reston  Patrick}  in  West- 
moreland. The  following  notice  of  her  occurs  In  the  journal 
of  James  Goag^,  date  1740: — After  meeting  (at  Height) 
I  went  with  James  Rowlandson's  family  to  his  hoose  at 
Frith.  His  daughter  Jane  had,  for  a  little  while  past, 
appeared  at  times  in  the  public  ministry,  in  our  meetings. 
So  much  of  tenderness  and  of  inward  fervency  toward 
Christ,  the  beloved  of  her  soul,  prevailed  in  her,  as  to  make 
deep  and  lively  impressions  on  my  mind.** 

She  received  a  gift  in  the  ministry  when  about  twenty-six 
years  of  age ;  and  in  the  Christian  exercise  of  it  visited  Scot- 
land, North  America,  Ireland  three  times,  and  many  parts  of 
England  several  times ;   She  was  enabled  to  labour  honestly 

in  the  line  of  the  gospel  ministry,  and  made  instiomental  to 

**  the  help  and  encouragement  of  many  She  was  often 

**  engaged  in  visiting  the  families  of  Friends,  and  had  consi- 
*'  derable  service  therein,  being  qualified  to  administer  close 
"  and  pertinent  counsel  and  advice  to  their  various  states 
**  and  conditions.  In  much  tenderness  and  affection  she 
**  was  anxiously  cuncemed  to  labour  with  the  rising  genera- 
'*  tion,  that  they  might  devote  their  early  days  to  the  Lord's 
'*  service,  and  come  up  steadily,  and  at  all  times  and  in  all 
**  places,  in  that  plainness  and  siinpiicity  of  dress  and 
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"  address,  into  which  Truth  ever  leads  its  taithlul  lollowers; 
"  and  not  yield  a  temporising  confonnity  to  the  prevalent 
"  fashions  and  manners  oi  the  world,  which  expose  to  many 
"  dangers,  and  tend  to  alienate  the  mind  irom  its  best 
**  interests. 

"  Her  conduct  and  conversation  amongst  mankind  well 
"  corresponded  with  the  doctrines  which,  as  a  minister  of 
"  Christ,  she  was  concerned  to  deliver;  being  an  exemplary 
"  pattern  of  self-denial,  moderation,  an  d  Christian  simplicity, 
"  and  much  distinguished  for  her  hospitality  and  openness 
"  of  heart." 

She  departed  this  life  on  the  2nd  of  the  2ad  Month,  1784, 
aged  about  71,  a  minister  l  l  years. 

This  honourable  woman,  the  editor's  grandmother,  is  also 
mentioned  by  John  Woolman,  in  his  journal ;  he  says, 
"  Being  now  at  George  Cjroft&eld^s,  in  the  county  of  West- 
"  morel  and,  I  feel  a  concern  to  commit  to  writing  that 

which  to  me  hath  been  a  case  uncommon."  And 

again,  "  I  rested  a  few  days,  both  in  body  and  mind,  with 
"  our  friend  Jane  Cxosfield,  who  was  once  in  America.** 

(7th  Month,  1772.)  ^ 


SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  GILBERT  THOMPSON. 

Warrington,  6th  Mo.,  29th,  1760. 

Dear  Codsin, 

I  believe  I  should  be  out  of  the  way  of  my  duty, 
if  I  did  not  impart  to  thee  and  tiby  sisters  a  dream  or  Tiston 
that  was  represented  to  me  the  last  night,  and  perhaps  the 
interpretation  of  it  may  be  brought  home  to  your  own  hearts. 

X  thought  the  great  day  of  account  was  come,  and  all 
nations  gathered  to  receive  the  irreversible  sentence;  I 
beheld  a  variety  of  states,  and  many  clothed  in  different 
colours,  many  in  white,  which,  nevertheless,  was  of  different 
degrees  of  lustre  and  beauty.  I  saw  many  whom  I  knew, 
and  amongst  others  thyself  and  sisters;  I  thought  your 
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garments  appeared  more  white  than  many ;  and  whilst  I 
mused  on  the  tremendous,  yet  erlorious  day,  the  trumpet 
sounded  with  a  distinguishing'  <  ^"Tgy,  and  seemed  to  say, 
Come,  ye  blessed.  1  beheld  multitudes  arise,  as  from  the 
eminence  of  a  mountain,  and  ascend  triumphantly.  My 
eye  descended  to  the  mountain  wlicncf  many  had  risen, 
and  in  whose  company  I  had  :=:ccn  thee  and  lliy  sisters.  I 
thought  I  clearly  saw  you  remain  on  the  earth,  clothed  in 
garments  measurably  white.  1  queried  in  my  heart,  alas ! 
how  happens  it  that  these  are  left  behind?  Immediately 
the  white  garments  fell  off,  and  each  of  you  appeared  in  the 
common  dress  in  which  you  usually  appear.  But  I  beheld 
chains  which  seemed  fastened  about  your  necks,  and  bound 
every  limb  and  part  of  the  body  but  the  head,  and  these 
chains  were  fastened  to  great  rings  in  the  earth,  and  held 
you  so  fast  as  to  prevent  any  of  you  ascending  to  those  who 
had  taken  wing  and  risen  on  high.  Here  I  awaked  in  great 
concern  of  mind,  and  found,  an  engagement  to  impart  it 
immediately  to  thyself  and  sistera;  none  other  knows  the 
least  tittle  of  it,  nor  shall,  from  your  most  affectionate 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTUERGILL  TO  ISRAEL  AxND  MARY  TEMBERTON. 

Warrington,  9th  Mo.,  8th,  1760. 

Though  the  channel  of  persunal  and  epistolary 
conversation  with  you  may  be  at  times  interrupted  by  other 
occasions,  which  abimdantly  present  themselves  in  the  course 
of  my  labours  in  the  heritage,  yet  the  best  springs  of  that 
love  are  often  opened  in  my  heart  towards  you  and  yours, 
in  which  I  travail  for  your  preservation  in  the  way  of 
righteousness,  and  incrtasc  in  the  savinf]r  knowledge  of  God, 
and  his  dear  Son,  the  redemption  of  his  lamily  and  people. 

Dear  friends,  this  generation,  and  we  with  it,  are  passing 
away  fast;  let  us  be  careful  to  leave  good  footsteps  to  the 
next,  that  our  memory  may  Ix  sweet,  and  our  peace  flow 
as  a  river.   We  have  our  several  probations  to  pass  through. 
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and  (jur  warfare  to  accomplish ;  various  arc  the  trials  and 
1j(  s(  tments,  some  constitiitioiiai  and  some  adventitious,  so 
a.s  lu  occasioii  a  query,  Who  is  sunicicuL  for  these  things? 
I  beheld  a  state  to  which  salvaLiou  is  ever  extended ;  and 
that  is  true  poverty: — "This  poor  man  cried,  and  the  Lord 
heard  liini,  and  saved  him  out  uf  all  his  troubles."  Oh,  the 
excellence  of  this  state  of  poverty,  and  being  stripped  of 
every  human  dependence,  when  all  flesh  is  silent  before 
God,  and  confusion  covers  its  face ;  then,  indeed,  the  Lord 
arises  in  his  holy  habitation,  made  so  by  his  refining  Spirit. 
The  longer  I  live,  the  more  clearly  I  see,  in  emptiness  is 
fulness,  and  that  our  capacity  of  service  is  in  our  deep  sub- 
mission; then  will  the  Lord's  arm  aw  ake,  and  lay  hold  on 
strength,  and  fill  the  bow  with  Ephraim. 

My  soul  is  huinl)lingly  relieved  in  the  fresh  and  feeling 
sense  of  His  precious  love  and  life,  who  is  the  strength  and 
hope  of  his  children ;  let  yours  be  broken  down  before  him, 
to  be  searched  and  then  bound  up,  and  the  fresh  renew  ing  of 
covenant  and  holy  zeal  for  his  Trulli  become  the  girdle  of 
your  loins.    So  be  it,  O  Father  of  all  the  living,  amen. 

And,  dear  children,  beloved  and  longed  for,  my  prayers 
are  for  you,  and  my  wishes,  as  for  my  own  soul,  that  you 
may  acquaint  yourselves  with  the  power  of  an  endless  life, 
and  be  mindful  of  your  privilege  m  being  descended  from  a 
line  that  Truth  has  macl<-  honourable,  and  would  bless  yon 
in  like  manner.  Let  an  early  remembrance  of  your  Creator 
possess  your  minds,  and  the  cloud  of  witnesses  to  the  glori- 
ous manifestation  of  Truth  in  the  inward  parts  prevail  with 
you  to  join  their  happy  experience;  let  the  peaceful,  hajipy 
conclusion  of  your  beloved  sister  be  often  remembered,  and 
the  blessed  means  of  it,  even  her  love  to  Truth,  and  obedi- 
ence to  its  manifestations.  This  led  her  to  fear  and  love 
God,  and  honour  her  parents:  they  mourned  for  her  loss, 
but  not  without  hope,  as  she  entered  into  everlasting  man- 
sions of  peace.  But  very  different  is  the  sorrow  of  religious 
parents  which  arises  from  undutifiU  conduct  in  children, 
who  pierce  the  parents  with  bitter  soirow,  and  thai  ezceed- 
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ingly  uggravatcd  hy  a  rciicctioii  thai  such  conduct  is  ofFen- 
sive  to  a  righteous,  heavenly  Judge,  who  will  plead  the  cause 
of  afflicted  religious  parents  with  their  rebellious  ofVspring. 
May  other  conduct  from  you  furnish  the  well-grounded  hope 
of  a  portion  with  the  just  of  all  generations. 

At  present  I  enjoy  my  health  more  uninterruptedly  than 
for  some  time  past;  I  have  spent  two  weeks  at  Scarborough, 
to  my  advantage  and  satisfaction  of  mind.  I  propose  setting 
out  to-morrow  towards  the  Circular  Yearly  Meeting  lor  the 
seven  western  counties,  to  be  held  in  a  small  town  in  Glou- 
cestershire,* where  are  none  of  our  society. 

S.F. 

In  the  foregoing  letter^  S.  FotfaeigiD  mentioos  a  vuit  of 
two  weeks  to  Scarborough.  He  was  accostomed  to  Yisit 
that  place^  both  Ibr  the  benefit  to  his  health  which  he 
derived  from  it,  and  firom  the  stronger  motive  of  religious 
duty.  It  was  Ihen  much  irequenled,  daring  the  season,  by 
many  of  the  nobility  and  higher  classes;  amongst  whom  he 
was  often  largely  engaged  in  the  ministiy^  they  being  much 
in  the  practice  of  coming  to  Itiends'  meetings  on  such  occa- 
sions. In  one  of  his  letters  from  this  place  he  says, — I 
^  have  been  merciinlly  sustained  by  best  help  to  labour  in 
^  the  gospel  service,  in  several  very  large,  crowded  meetings, 

to  which  many  people  of  distinction  resort.  This  seems 
"  my  principal  business  here,  together  with  some  more 
"  retired  opportunities  amongst  Friends*  families  as  occa- 
**  sions  offer.** 

It  was  during  his  visit  at  this  time  that  the  foUowing 

circumstance  occurred,  as  w  as  afterwards  related  by  Samuel 
Fothergill  himself  to  sotne  Friends  who  accompanied  him 
on  his  journey  homewards  from  London.  He  told  them 
tluiL  during  one  of  his  visits  to  Scarborough,  he  observed 
that  Admiral  Tyrrell f  attended  several  meetings  of  Friends 

•  WootSon-onder-Edge,  at  least  100  mOes  from  hk  omi  habi* 
tation. 

t  Rwbard  TycreU*  an  fingUih  Adniml;  the  engagement  he 
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at  that  placa;  and  he  took  particular  notice  of  the  solemnity 
and  reverence  of  the  admirars  behavionr  during  the  meetings, 
eepeeiallj  in  the  time  of  silence.  One  morning  the  admiral 
Game  up  to  Samnel  in  the  public  room,  before  many  of  the 
nobility  and  gentry,  and  aaid,— ^  Mr*  Fothergill,  I  have  a 
▼ery  high  opinion  of  your  people^s  principles  and  pracliceey 
especially  the  inwardness  and  spirituality  of  your  silent 
worship.**  Samuel  replied,-*'' Admiral,  I  think  such  a 
testimony  from  thee,  as  a  man  of  war,  rather  extraordinary, 
concerning  us  and  our  principles,  which  are  for  peace,  and 
against  all  fighting.**  The  other  answered, — Sir,  I  am  of 
your  opinion  in  that  particular,  and  fiilly  believe  that  the 
time  will  come,  when  noHon  thdU  w4  V^vp  tumrd  agaimi 
imliofi,  nei^er  $haU  ihejf  kam  trar  anff  more:  but  as  eveiy 
dispensation  of  unerring  wisdom  must  have  a  beginning,  so 
this  has  had  one  amongst  you,  but  has  not  yet  reached  w; 
and  as  to  what  you  hold  of  a  union  and  communion  witii 
the  divine  Intelligence,  I  know,  by  happy  experience,  it  is 
attainable  in  this  life;  one  instance  of  which  now  occnis  to 
me.  When  I  had  the  honour  of  commanding  three  of  his 
ICigesly's  ships  of  war,  as  commodore,  before  the  late  peace 
was  concluded,  account  was  brought  me  that  five  large 
French  men  of  war  were  bearing  towards  us,  all  superior 
to  ours  in  men  and  guns :  a  council  of  war  was  called ;  and 
whilst  ibey  sat,  I  retired  into  my  cabin  alone;  and,  after 
getting  into  psorfect  stillness,  I  heard,  in  the  secret  of  my 
mind,  a  voice  as  inteUigible  to  my  understanding  as  any 
words  ever  were  to  my  outward  senses, — 'Go,  fight  the 
French  fleet,  for  I  have  delivered  them  hito  thy  hand.*— I 
roae^  reverently  thaokfiil  for  this  divine  intimation,  and 
went  to  the  council,  letting  them  know  that  we  should 
fight  fbe  French  fleet,  and  that  I  was  sure  of  victory. 
All  was  made  xeady,  and  we  engaged;  the  event  proved 


mentioned  took  place  in  1758.  In  1763  he  went  out  to  the  West 
Indies  as  commander  of  the  fleet,  and  died  on  his  passage  home, 
in  1765. 
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the  cerlamly  of  this  giacioas  intiiiiation,  we  haviog  ohtained 
a  complete  victory,  as  is  set  forth  iD  the  history  of  that 
war." 

Thete  are  some  iDstmctive  lemaiks  on  tiiis  incident,  by 
John  Barclay,  in  bis  ''Select  Anecdotes^**  &c.— £oiMl0fi» 

1823. 

SAMUEL  FOTHEROILL  TO  JOHN  GURNET. 

Warrington,  lOtb  Mo.,  Iltb,  1760. 

A  Tariety  of  engagements  fill  np  my  time; 
several  journeys  the  last  sommer  hare  fallen  to  my  lot,  yet 
the  affection  I  bear  to  many  indindiial%  thyself  and  dear 
wife  amongst  others,  remains  strong,  though  concealed  in 
silence:  may  the  holy  flame  of  love  be  maintained,  so  shall 
we  be  made  precious  in  the  sig^t  of  our  Heavenly  Father, 
and  dear  to  his  family.  Its  most  certain  effect  is  to  porii^ 
the  soul;  some  have  received  its  lustre,  and  walked  in  the 
speculation  Ibrmed  from  its  light ;  these  fail  of  its  blessed 
ihdts,  and  lie  down  in  sorrow.  But  when  the  light  of  Israd 
becomes  a  fire,  and  his  Holy  One  a  flame,  and  our  hearts 
truly  subjected  to  ita  operation,  our  feet  will  be  fixed  steadily 
in  the  path,  and  our  peace  will  flow  as  a  river. 

S.  F. 

> 

SAMUEL  FOTHEROILL  TO  HIS  BROTHER  JOHN. 

Warrington,  Uth  Mo.,  12th,  1700. 

The  secret  emutiuns  of  tender  affection  to  thee 
and  dear  sister  frequently  and  strongly  luini^  you  both  to 
remembrance  ;  :ui(l  when  I  can,  I  pray  i'or  your  preservation 
aud  establishuicnt  in  the  possession  of  cver\'  blessing;  in 
particular,  of  hearts  tluthcd  with  a  lioly  sensibility  ol  divine 
favour,  and  an  anxious  thirst  of  soul  after  still  more  and 
D3ore  worthiness;  for  gracious  remembrance  in  every  needful 
time,  for  such  times  will  come;  the  smoothest  passage  is 
oilen  mercifully  thorny ;  and  the  kings  and  priests  of  God's 
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own  anointing,  when  a  saperiicial  eye  views  eniigns  of 
royalty,  have  underneath  sackcloth  on  their  loins. 

It  18  never  better  with  me,  than  when  I  descend  to  bring 
up  some  fresh  memorials  from  the  hidden  depths.  Though 
the  waves  and  billows  may  at  times  pass  over  my  head,  they 
are  thy  waves,  oh  Father,  and  I  will  humbly  look  through 
them  all  towards  thy  holy  temple. 

I  have  thrown  together  some  sentiments  and  remarks,  by 
way  of  reply  to  the  sermon  and  address  I  mentioned  to  thee 
in  my  last;  as  soon  as  I  can,  after  they  are  transcribed,  I 
think  to  send  them  to  thee,  and  refer  them  to  thy  decision, 
whether  to  destroy  them,  or  lay  them  before  the  Morning 
Meeting.  I  think  I  shall  be  easy  either  way,  though  I 
sometimes  think  something  of  the  kind,  if  well  done,  might 
be  useful  in  those  parts,  about  licbfield,  where  the  address 
and  sermon  is  spread,  and  where  there  are  very  few  Friends. 
I  am  not  fond  of  controversy,  still  less  of  seeing  my  name  in 
priut,  but  I  was  not  wholly  void  of  an  apprehension  of 
duty. 

The  great  event  of  the  decease  of  the  king  hath  manifestly 
proved  Jacobitism  to  be  at  a  low  ebb;  he  is  sincerely 
mourned  for  by  many.   I  was  considering  what  Friends 

would  do  on  the  present  occasion ;  there  seemed  a  duty  to 
the  Society  which  required  instant  attention,  that  is,  to 

caution  against  the  inconsistency  of  going  into  mourning. 
What  is  done  in  this  respect  I  know  not.  I  also  thought 
the  Society  would  consider  itself  obliged  to  address  the 
successor;  1  knew  uol  whether  the  Meeting  for  Sufferings 
woiild  undertake  it,  or  defer  it  to  the  Yearly  Meeting-  but 
a  letter  just  received  informs  me  that  the  Meeting  for  Suffer- 
ings have  concluded  to  address  the  new  king;  in  which, 
may  best  wisdom  guide  you  Though  1  cannot  help  you, 
I  could  almost  wish  to  be  present  at  your  deliberations. 
As  1  was  musing  a  little  last  night  upon  the  subject,  it  came 
iuto  my  mind  to  offer  one  paragraph  to  thee;  it  the  seiili- 
racnt  be  improper,  reject  it,  if  there  be  any  thing  ia  it  worth 
a  thought,  thou  knows  how  to  improve  it,  and  give  it  a 
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proper  turn.  I  know  fbou  wilt  make  allowaooe  for  me  if  a 
wamth  of  heart  stnpaiB  light  jadgment. 

S.  F. 

The  snygested  paragraj)h. —  **  IMay  He  who  touched  the 
**  mind  of  youthful  Solomon,  at  an  age  similar  to  thine,  with 
**  tlie  love  of  wisdom,  which,  at  his  accession  to  the  tliroiie 
**  of  his  royal  father,  he  asked  of  God,  bless  thee,  O  king, 
**  with  a  wise  and  undi  islanding  hearty  and  add  thereto 
riches^  honour^  and  length  of  days.** 

N.  B.  I  believe  SoIdujou's  vision,  in  Gibeon,  was  in  the 
twenty-third  year  of  his  age,  the  age  of  our  present  king.  If 
the  sentiment  be  too  trifling,  excuse  me,  and  pass  it  by. 

S.F. 


In  the  preceding  letter,  S.Fotheigill  mentioiis  some  remaiks 
which  he  had  written  apon  a  Sermon  and  an  Addrew  deli- 
Tered  at  Lichfield.  His  remarks  were  afterwards  published, 
and  led  him  into  some  eontroTersy  in  defence  of  the  doctrines 
of  the  Societj  of  Friends  on  the  sobject  of  Water  Baptism. 
His  opponent  was  Edward  Owen,  at  that  time  Rector  of 
Warrington,  and  in  much  reputation  as  a  learned  man,  and 
l«  an  accomplished  classical  scholar. 

The  occasion  of  this  controversy  is  thus  described  bj 
S.  Fothergill,  in  the  introduction  to  his  second  pamphlet:— 
M.  PilkingtoD,  Prebendary  of  Lichfield,  some  time  ago 
**  published  a  Sermon  on  the  Nature  and  Necessity  of  Water 

Baptism,  as  an  indispensable  token  of  the  Christias  Cqjre- 
''nant,  &c.    Ibis  be  prefaced  with  an  *  Address  to  the 

People  called  Quakers;*  in  which  he  called  upon  them 
'*  to  declare  their  sentiments,  and  pointed  them  out  as  in  a 
"  state  of  exclusion  from  the  covenant  in  Jesus  Christ. 

**This  induced  me  to  throw  together  a  few  reasons  for  our 
** dissent:  tljuagh  I  enter  into  controversy  with  reluctauce, 
**  I  would  liut  decline  a  sobei  dibciission  of  the  things  most 

surely  believed  amongst  us  as  a  people. 
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*'Thb  I  hope  will  be  a  sufficient  ezenee  for  my  remarks 
"  on  tbe  Pjrebendarj's  argmnents :  I  did  not  begin  the  dis- 
^  pute,  but  attempted  to  qiwak  our  senttments  in  our  own 
**  language,  and  remove  tbe  eeosures  he  had  passed  upon 

OS,  as  it  seemed  consistent  with  the  Apostles  adTiee»  *  Be 
**  ready  always  to  give  an  answer  to  every  man  that  asketh 
"  you  a  reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in  you,  with  meekness 
*'and  fear,  having  a  good  conscience;  that,  whereas  they 
**  speak  evil  of  you  as  of  evil  doers,  they  may  be  ashamed 
**that  falsely  accuse  your  good  conversation  iu  Ciirist.' 
1  Peter  ui.  15,  Iti. 

**  Respecting  the  temper  in  which  I  wrote,  I  have  this 
**  ev  iiieuce  iu  my  own  mind,  that  I  felt  no  sensation  incon- 
**  sistent  with  the  angelic  song,  *  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest, 
**  aiid  on  earth  peace,  good- will  towards  men  !* 

"An  anaiiymous  auxiliary  to  M.  P.  anticipates  the  reply 
**  w  ith  what  he  styles,  *a  temporary  local  aiilidote  against  tiie 

"errors  in  my  pamphlet,*  and  soon  after  a  second  part 

**is  published ;  the  author  no  longer  conceals  his  name,  but 
"signs,  K.  Owen.  This  pamphlet  engageth  my  present 
"attention,  as  ho  calls  upon  me  to  a  review  of  the  subject 
"with  this  remark,  'An  honest  man  owes  so  much  to  his 
"  Creator,  the  world,  and  his  own  conscience,  that  he  ought 
"either  to  justify  or  retract  his  opinions,'  As  my  o]nuions 
"  are  not  taken  upon  trust,  nor  mcrdy  the  result  of  education, 
"  but  arise  from  the  evidence  of  what  appears  to  me  to  be 
"  truth,  I  cannot  recede  from  them  without  violence  to  my 

undcrstandmg  and  conscience:  I  stand  open  to  conviction, 

and  follow  truth  with  suitable  dispositions ;  in  this  pursuit 
"  I  humbly  confide  in  success  and  acceptance  with  an  omni- 

scient  gracious  Judge.  1  must  therefore  either  be  silent^ 
"or  give  a  reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in  me;  the  former 
"  seems  a  sappiessioB  of  truth ;  the  last,  I  hope  to  perform 

with  decency  and  candour,  it  bemg  my  principal  design 
"  to  vindicate  tbe  spiritual  religion  of  the  Holy  Jesus,  and 
"  a  people  who  embrace  it,  though  under  the  discouragement 

of  popular  prqudice." 
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Tbe  first  publicatioii  was  entitled,  "Remarks  on  an  Address 

to  the  people  called  Quakers ;  and  a  Sennon  on  <he  nature 
''and  necessity  of  beiug  admitted  into  Covenant  with  Christ 
**  hy  Baptism ;  published  by  Matthew  Pilkington,  LL.  B., 
"  and  F^bendaiy  of  Lichfield;  in  a  Letter  to  the  Author, 
*'by  S.  Fothergill.  To  which  are  added,  a  few  Observations, 
"  by  J.  Phipps.    London,  1761."* 

This  was  answered  by  a  pamphlet,  in  two  parts,  signed 
E.  Owen;  "The  Necessity  of  Water  Baptism;  a  Discourse 
*'  occasioned  by  a  pampJilct  lately  published  by  Mr.  Samuel 
*'  Fothergill,  of  Warrmgton,  in  defence  of  the  Quaker  uotioii 
"of  Baptism."    Liverpool,  1701. 

Some  time  after  this,  S.  Fothergill's  second  publication 
appeared,  "  A  Reply  to  a  pamphlet  ])ublished,  m  two  parts, 
"by  E.  Owen,  cutitukd,  The  Necessity  of  Water  Baptism  j 
*'  by  Samuel  Fothergill.*'    London,  1763. 

Here  the  controversy  ended.  The  subject  was  treated  by 
S.  Fothergill  iu  a  clear  manner,  the  argumcuts  and  proofs 
he  adduced  in  support  of  Friends*  principles  were  close  and 
forcible,  and  it  was  admitted,  even  by  those  who  differed 
from  him  iu  scntimeut,  that  he  had  much  the  best  of  the 
argument 

J?AMtEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  ELLEN  EVANS. 

Warrington,  Snd  Mo.,  dth,  1761. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  thee  for  the  tokens  of  thy 
remembrance  of  me,  which  I  liave  lately  received ,  there  is 
room  for  renewed  encouragement  to  seek  after  that  Hand 
which  makctli  fruitful  in  old  age,  even  covers  with  verdure 
and  plenty  all  the  trees  of  the  Lord '8  house,  according  to 
their  degress  of  growth.  1  am  tliankful  to  cultivate  my 
acquaintance  with  these  signal  instances  of  the  mercy  and 
power  of  Him  who  is  the  preserver  of  his  people;  these  have 
known  him  throughout  all  their  day,  from  their  beginning 
to  advanced  years;  they  can  commemorate  his  kindness  in 
youth,  his  strength  in  the  meridian  of  life^  and  his  tender 
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regard  when  the  shadows  of  the  evening  approach.  I  observe 
with  pleasure  thy  happy  experience  of  liis  rep^ard ;  may  it 
be  thy  covering  ihrout^^li  tlie  valley  of  thu  shadov\^  of  death  ; 
and  may  the  KvcilasLioig'  Arms  be  open  to  recci\  e  thee  when 
thy  race  here  is  accomplished!  I  ha',  e  slioug  lio|)es  that 
the  ties  of  nature,  the  example  of  liunourablc  parent^.,  their 
solicitude,  the  weight  of  hlial  duty,  the  evidence  of  the 
beauty  and  usefulness  of  religion,  and  the  importance  of 
divine  favour,  will  combine  to  excite  thy  children,  for  whose 
welfare  I  am  anxious,  to  renew  their  diligence  and  carc!  io 
wallc  ill  that  path,  which  all  the  generations  of  the  righteous 
have  trod,  in  tlieir  way  to  glory  and  peace.  Not  all  the 
wisdom  of  the  world,  nor  the  fallacious  promises  of  its 
favours,  arc  able  to  direct  to  this  patli ;  the  way-faring  man, 
who  is  on  his  pilgrimage,  in  wealvucss,  besctments,  and 
poverty,  shall  not  err  in  his  seeking,  though  he  may  be 
accounted  simple;  it  is  better  to  be  a  fool  for  Christ*s  sake, 
than  wise  in  all  the  wisdom  of  this  world ! 

I  am,  through  mercy,  preserved  thus  far,  this  winter, 
in  a  tolerable  good  state  of  health,  mostly  about  home, 
and  seldom  idle  ;  peace  is  my  reward,  and  that  is  better 
than  all  the  world.  Dear  Joseph  White  spent  last  week 
with  us;  he  is  well,  and  his  Master  is  eminently  with 
him  J  his  \)uw  abides  in  stronp^th,  and  his  hands  are  strong: 
the  state  of  the  Church  requires  close  labour,  and  in  that  is 
the  reward  of  the  faithful,  as  when  they  pour  water  out  of 
their  buckets.  Farewell,  dear  friend ;  I  love  to  hear  from 
thee. 

8.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTHERaiLL  TO  ISRA£L  PEMBEATOK. 

Warrington,  2nd  Mo.,  21st,  1761. 

I  remember  thee  frequently,  with  unabated  affec- 
tion, and  never  more  nearly,  and  with  greater  sympathy,  than 
of  late,  when  one  of  the  bitterest  cups  thou  ever  partook  of 
has  fallen  to  thjr  lot   I  cannot  enlarge  upon  it;  I  trust  thou 
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hast  a  secret  xesonrce  to  apply  to  on  tiits  occa^on^  and  may 
the  neFer-fiuliog  Helper  support  thee  and  thine,  in  this  and 
every  other  probation*  Hoir  gceaUy  necesaaiy  ia  it  for  ns 
all  to  wait  dUigentlj,  to  know  our  minds  and  affections  di^ 
cnmscribed  within  the  holj  limits,  and  an  early  i^OTemment 
o?er  oor  own  spirits ;  thus  the  lamb  and  the  lion  can  lie 
down  together,  and  an  habitation  of  peace  and  quietade  is 
found  in  the  mountain  of  God^s  holiness.  Out  of  this  sub- 
jection of  spirit,  is  ruin  and  contention;  and  though  we  may 
detest  imbruing  our  hands  in  Uood,  yet  we  may  destroy  the 
hidden,  innocent  Wd  in  ourselves  or  others.  May  e?ery 
dispensation  instruct  ns,  and  may  we  be  lihe  the  sldUul, 
industrious  bee,  who  gathers  honey  irom  flowers  of  almost 
every  kind.  I  have  in  vain  attempted  to  express  my 
sympathy  with  thy  dear  wife,  in  a  few  lines  I  enclose;  I 
wish  her  ereiy  thing  I  could  petition  Hearen  for,  on  my  own 
account,  in  the  day  of  my  distress.  I  remember  thy  children 
Tery  tenderly,  and  scarce  forbear  reminding  them  of  the 
striking  instruction  resulting  to  them  finom  their  dear  sister, 
who  lived  beloved  of  God  and  man.  Instructed  by  her 
conduct  and  example,  the  incautious  youth  grew  up  in  piety 
and  honour,  learned  how  to  live,  and  met  the  languishments 
of  sickness,  and  the  terrors  of  death,  with  holy,  bumble 
fortitude;  her  last  days  were  crowned  with  honour,  and  lier 
conclusion  was  glorious.  Such  was  hur  liappy  translaUoii 
to  a  life  exempt  from  sorrow  and  daiigui,  and  for  c\  ci  to 
drink  the  heavenly  wine  unmixed  in  her  Father's  kingdom. 
An  early  acquaintance  with  ilw  Lord  of  all  power  and  good- 
ness, who  drew  her  by  the  engaging  virlue  of  bis  love,  and 
taught  her  to  love  bis  judgments,  su}>jected  bcr  will,  seasoned 
her  spirit,  aud  sanctified  all  lu  lior.  An  liumblc,  submibsive, 
meek  spirit  rendered  her  amiable  j  due  regard  to  her  parents 
rendered  her  accc]>tablc,  and  preserred  her  in  rigliteousness. 
Shi;  knew  the  sting  of  death  to  be  removed,  and  could 
comnnt  her  lamb  like  spirit  into  the  bands  of  the  Lord  of 
perfection  and  j)urity.  But,  alas!  my  heart  is  pained  within 
we,  to  consider  the  opposite  conduct  of  ooe  united  to  her 
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in  the  natural  alliance  of  a  brother.  I  caimot  pursue  the 
subject ;  I  need  not ;  you,  dear  children,  are  too  seosible  of  it 
to  need  much  explanalioii.  Think  not,  I  beseech  you,  espe- 
cially flc^ir  Israel  the  younger,  that  it  is  possible  to  be  safe 

aiiyulicre  but  under  tlic  humbling  hand  of  God.  Let  all 
proud,  cxaUcd,  unuioriificd  flesh  tremble,  for  confusion  in 
various  forms  attends  it,  in  its  loftiest,  securest  state.  1  most 
sincerely  salute  you  all,  elder  aud  younger ;  may  the  bless- 
inpfs  of  the  everlasting  hills,  whose  foundations  can  never  be 
shaken,  rest  upon  you,  is  the  humble  pra}  cr  of,  dear  friends, 

Your's  io  ienderest  affectiooy 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTHBRGILL  TO  MABT  PEMBBRTON, 
Ok  tarn  Dun  or  ozk  Sow. 

WorriiigtoDy  Sod  Mo.,  2(Hh,  1761. 

I  never  knew  unti]  lately,  how  near  thou  wast  and 
art  to  my  soul,  though  I  thought  I  erer  placed  thee  amongst 
those  with  whom  I  am  not  merely  united,  but  hound  up  in 
the  bundle  of  life,  in  such  a  covenant  as  will  siinrire  timc^ 
mortality,  and  all  its  troubles.  The  exquisite  sympathy  I 
feel  with  thee  is  not  to  be  described ;  all  language  is  baffled; 
I  can  sit  down  with  thee  in  deep  and  solemn  silence^  and 
mingle  my  tears  and  sorrows  widi  thine.  I  cannot  attempt 
to  suggest  motires  of  comfort  to  thee;  I  beliere,  nay,  I  am 
assured,  the  Invisible  Stay  of  all  ages  and  nations  is  not  far 
off  to  succour  thee ;  when  the  tide  of  maternal  sorrow  rises 
to  the  highest,  he  can  command  its  noise  to  be  the  Toice 
of  praise,  and  stay  the  tossed  soul  upon  himself. 

I  cannot  add  much  j  my  feelings  exceed  my  nttenmce;  I 
know  dear  Israel  is  now  thy  help-meet,  and  sharer  in  afflic- 
tion. May  the  Lord  of  Heaven  regard  you  and  yours,  and 
support  in  the  closest  trial. 

My  wife  joins  with  me  in  tender  aff^on  and  sympathy . 
Dear  Mary,  thy  afflicted  Friend, 

S.  F. 
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SAMUEL  FOTHEBOILL  TO  BUZABBTB  BAKEB.* 

WarringUmy  Snd  Mo.,  SSnd,  1761. 

Among  the  many  wishes  of  thy  friends  for  thy 
happiness,  none  desires  it  mth  more  sincerity  than  myself, 
though  more  silent  about  it  than  soiul  others;  and  as  a 
testimony  of  my  concern  Tor  thy  w  elfare,  I  sit  down  to  throw 
before  thee  a  few  hints,  which  may  be  useful  to  thee,  if 
attended  to,  even  to  render  thy  life  easy  and  happy,  and 
thy  end  honourable  and  peaceful. 

First  and  principally,  thy  duty  to  tbo  Almiphty  Lord  and 
Maker  of  all  things,  by  whom,  and  througli  w  hom,  all  things 
visible  and  invisible  consist;  the  Author  of  all  blessings. 
Let  him  be  looked  to,  and  remembered  by  thee  in  this  light, 
aud  be  humbly  engaged  to  seek  hU  lavour.  Let  nothing 
impair  thy  love  to  him.  He  it  is  that  cau  blast  every 
pleasing  prospect,  can  wither  every  hope,  and  also  sanctify 
every  aflBiction.  Be  not  ashamed  to  shew  thy  trust  in  him, 
by  humbly  walking  before  him.  It  is  in  vain  to  expect  a 
total  freedoTn  from  sorrowful  events,  but  a  great  mercy  to 
have  the  Stall  of  Ages  to  lean  upon. 

Secondly ;  thy  duty  to  tliy  imsband,  who,  if  I  judge  right 
from  his  tenderness  and  afiection  to  thee,  will  be  entitled  to 
every  degree  of  a  mutual  return;  study  his  temper;  accom- 
modate thy  own  to  it.  I  have  seen  great  inconvenience 
arise  through  inattention,  where  the  wife  hesitates  at  the 
request  of  the  husband,  and  yields  at  last  a  reluctant  obedi- 
ence ;  this  diminishes  that  tender  affection  which  is  the  life 
and  comfort  of  the  married  state,  gradually  creates  a  dis- 
tance, and  then  life  may  be  uncomfortably  dragged  along, 
but  not  happily  enjoyed.  Cultivate  in  his  mind,  and  in  thy 
own,  every  religious  sentiment;  strengthen  that  part  as  much 

*  This  letter  was  addveaaed  to  Elizabeth  Baker,  on  her  marriage 
with  Joshua  Sibson,  of  Lancaster.  She  afterwards  married  Thomas 
Whitwell*  and  died  at  Mancheiter,  in  3ni  Mo.,  1826^  aged  87. 
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as  possible :  hereby  a  twofold  cord  of  divine  love  and  natotal 
affectioD  will  unite  you  in  a  covenant  never  to  be  broken. 

Tbird ;  towards  Friends  of  tbe  meeting  into  wbicb  tbon 
art  removing^  let  tb j  condnct  be  bamble^  affable,  and  exem* 
plaiy,  not  assuming ;  preferring  others,  that  others  may  prefer 
fhee.  Hnmility  is  the  surest  way  to  honour:  let  no  emulation 
to  be  greater  than  some^  and  equal  to  the  greatest,  ever  be 
harboured  in  thy  breast ;  for  this  will  raise  displeasure,  envy, 
and  other  disagreeable  affections  in  the  minds  of  others. 
Iiet  thy  dress  be  rather  beneath,  than  on  the  level  with  thy 
circumstances it  will  be  to  thy  reputation. 

Fourth ;  let  it  become  thy  constant  watch  to  avoid  that 
nunous  practice  of  tattling,  talebearing,  and  secret  reflection. 
These  sources  of  division  and  mischief  are  hateful  to  God 
and  man.  This  charactsr  sets  itself  as  the  object  of  general 
contempt;  its  hand  is  against  every  one,  and  every  one's 
hand  and  heart  will  be  against  those  who  merit  it  The 
concerns  of  one's  own  mind  and  family  are  sufficient  to 
employ  a  prudent  mind,  without  interfering  unnecessarily  in 
the  business  of  others.  Notwithstanding  this,  sacred  reproof, 
where  just,  and  immediately  addressed  to  the  party,  is  a 
beautifol,  usefol  part  of  inendship. 

fifth;  let  thy  husband's  relations  become  dear  to  thee; 
cultivate  every  sentiment  of  ftiendship  and  affection  for  them, 
especially  for  bis  mother,  with  whose  anxieties  a  son  must 
sacredly  sympathise. 

Excuse,  dear  cousin,  the  freedom  of  these  hints;  they 
proceed  not  from  auy  painful  apprehension  of  a  contrary 
conduct,  but  my  affection  for  thee  induces  me  to  wish  thou 
mayest  be  found  in  the  way  to  blessings  even  the  blessing  of 
.Heaven  above,  and  of  the  earth  beneath,  the  blessing  of  the 
ancient  mountains,  and  of  the  evedasting  hills. 

S.  F. 

In  1781,  8.  Fothergill  attended  the  Northerly  Yearly 
Meeting  held  at  Appleby;  the  individual  to  whom  he 
addressed  the  following  letter  had  occupied  unseasonably  a 
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portion  of  the  lime  of  the  meeting,  and  caused  uneaiiuesa 
in  the  minds  of  Friends  present.  It  shows  tlie  care  which 
he  extended  towards  his  fellow-labourers,  and  tiie  honest 
and  faithful  w&y  in  which  he  handed  counsel. 

SAHUEL  FOTflBROILL  TO  JONATHAN  HARRISON.* 

SetUe,  4th  Mo.,  18th,  1761. 

I  wanted  a  little  convene  with  thee  at  Appleby, 
but  could  not  see  how  or  where  to  get  an  opportunity; 
which  indaoea  me  to  make  use  of  this  method  to  make  a  few 
remarks  to  fhee^  in  much  good  will  to  thee  and  the  blessed 
cause  of  Truth. 

I  haTe  been  some  years  conyersant  in  the  ministry,  and 
not  unacquainted  with  the  wiles  of  our  common  enemy,  who 
seeks  to  destroy  the  Lord's  work  by  ereiy  stratagem,  and 
adapts  his  snares  to  our  various  states;  I  know  it  from  ^ 
experience;  when  the  Uving  minister  feels  (he  holy  flame 
to  be  kindled  in  his  nundt  then  is  the  time  to  be  very 
watchful,  and  humbly  to  wait  to  distinguish  whether  it  be 
not  a  portion  for  himself,  in  order  to  bum  up  the  hay,  straw, 
and  stubble  efTectually,  to  purge  and  render  him  more  and 
more  a  true  son  of  life.  Now  if  this  holy  flame  be  suffered 
to  blaze  out  ill  the  wandering  uncertainty  of  eveii  a  mind. 
disposed  to  do  some  good,  leaves  it  the  individual  like  a 
cake  half  baked ;  the  work  of  true  religion  iinperfected  in 
his  own  niiiid  ;  and,  consequently,  weak,  and  like  a  novice, 
ready  Lo  fall  into  the  condemnuliun  of  the  devil,  who  kept 
not  his  first  estate,  but,  becoming  exalted,  was  cast  down. 
I  have  clearly  seen  his  working  amongst  the  called,  true 
ministers  of  God;  thus  to  lead  out  of  the  patient  abode 
under  the  purifying  Hand,  and  into  a  form  of  religion,  and 
promoting  an  inclination  to  labour  any  where,  hul  where 
wv  ought.  T  confess  I  have  for  some  time  had  a  painful 
jealousy,  lest  after  this  manner  he  should  work  with  thee. 

«  Jonathan  Hamson  died  in  12th  Mo.,  1792. 
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I  wieh  tliy  escape^  even  if  tlum  art  deipmtely  woundedy 
and  half  dead.  I  liave  feared  thy  hrandhea  are  too  large 
for  ihj  rooty  and  I  widi  thou  mayeat  centre  down  in  Ihy 
mindy  ondiv  the  fbnning  Hand,  which  will  be  thy  alone 
aalety,  and  if  (aa  I  beliere  will  certainly  be  the  case)  thou 
ahonldeat  be  reduced  to  nothing,  and  ha?e  to  begin  again 
in  the  littleneaa  and  simplicity  of  a  child,  and  die  to  the 
present  show,  mayest  thou  in  humility  submit  to  it,  and 
bear  the  turning  of  the  Fathef  s  hand. 

Thou  art  situated  in  a  part  where  too  few  wise  and  judi- 
cious helpers  are  to  be  found;  the  life  of  the  people  seems 
to  be  in  words,  and  the  tempter  works  to  confirm  them  in 
their  barren  state;  and  nothing  seems  more  Bkely  to  bring 
this  about  than  a  noisy,  floating  ministry ;  and  so  the  deceiv* 
ableness  of  unrighteousness  works,  in  the  hearer  and  in  the 
preacher,  and  the  blind  lead  the  blind.  O  that  thy  mind 
may  be  induced  to  ponder  deeply,  in  the  liglit,  ihy  whole 
-state,  and  be  stirred  up  to  wait  for  the  Lord  in  the  way  of 
his  judgment — then  wilt  thou  take  from  the  noise  of  the 
harp  i  but  judgment  will  run  down  as  a  river,  and  more 
inward  peace,  and  right  knowledge  of  straight  stepping 
onwards  towards  the  holy  city,  possess  thy  mind. 

I  was  exceedingly  distressed  for  thee  at  Appleby;  the 
more  sensibly  so,  as  I  am  assured  it  was  my  proper  place 
to  have  appeared  at  that  time  in  prayer ;  the  door  of  holy, 
humble  access  being  sensibly  and  Uvingly  set  open  before 
mc  -J  and  what  added  to  my  affliction  was,  the  pain  thou 
gave  to  sensible  Friends,  by  thy  justifying  that  appearance, 
and  seeming  very  stiff  and  high,  whereby  thou  hast  greatly 
suffered  in  the  esteem  of  the  sensible  part  of  the  body  of 
Friends.  I  must  be  thus  plaiu  iiid  lioncst  to  ac([uit  myself; 
and  eamebliy  request  thee  to  study  to  be  quiet,  and  mind 
thy  own  business,  that  thereiu  thou  may  be  helped  to  ^ct 
out  of  thy  present  stat«,  which  appears  to  me  to  be  much 
bewildered,  and  arise  in  the  Lord's  lime,  as  his  workman- 
ship, formed  to  his  piraise,  and  in  the  true  line  of  his  service. 
I  am  not  destitutt'-  of  hope  for  thee;  and  may  it  be  confirmed 
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by  thy  careful  return  to  the  day  of  small  things,  that  thence 
thou  may  be  helped  to  be,  and  to  act,  for  thy  own  peace, 
the  Church's  help,  aod  the  Lord's  honour.  Thy  true  well- 
wisher^ 

8.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTHBRGILL  TO  ANN  PATTON.* 

London,  lllh  Mo.,  ISth^  1761. 

My  mind  hath  deeply  partalcen  with  thee  and 

thy  children,  upon  the  present  affecting  circumstance,  the 
removal  of  thy  daughter.  The  breach  of  such  a  tender 
connexion  cannot  fail  of  producing  deep  sorrow,  in  a  mind 
less  susceptible  of  tinder  impressions  than  lliiiic  ^  and  vvlicn 
we  relied  upon  the  amiable,  endearing  qualities  of  deceased 
relations,  they  are  as  additional  motives  to  bemoan  our  loss ; 
but  as  thej  were  prepared  for  a  resting  place  beyond  the 
limits  of  sdiTow  and  calamity,  the  inducement  to  grief  may- 
be wisely  considered  as  its  alleviation.  The  debt  of  nature 
must  be  paid ;  we  are  but  sojourners  in  a  world  of  probation 
and  exercise,  and  ought  not  to  repine  if  it  pleaselh  the 
Author  of  all  wisdom  and  mercy  to  bring  to  a  glorious  rest 
by  a  shorter  path  than  a  long  succession  of  painful,  weary 
steps  througli  vveal<ness  and  affliction,  that  often  till  the 
cup  of  advanced  years. 

I  know  there  are  in  the  present  case  circnmstances  that 
aggravate  the  loss ;  a  family  of  young  children  stripped  of 
an  affectionate  mother,  of  a  prudent  Christian  to  instruct 
their  tender  minds  in  the  ways  of  religion  and  virtue,  and 
of  a  good  example  to  walk  before  them,  and  lead  them  in 
the  road  to  happiness.  But  there  is  an  all-sufficient  Hand 
of  power^  able  and  willing  to  guard  and  protect  them  in 
e^eiy  state.  And  the  offspring  of  the  righteous  share  in  its 

♦  Ann  PayLoii,  of  Dudley,  died  1  Uh  Mo.,  1st,  1774,  aged  91. 
iier  daughter,  here  mentioned,  was  Hannah,  the  wife  of  William 
Young,  of  Leominster;  she  died,  10th  Mo.,  30tb,  1761. 
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gradouB  offers,  in  a  particnlar  nftimer.  I  remeinbory  with 
great  wanntli,  some  of  the  last  expressions  of  my  honourable 
mother  to  her  afliicted  husband,  respecting  him,  her  chOdren, 
and  herself.  *'  Ttum  wilt  be  blessed,  iJbsy  will  be  eared  for, 
and  there  is  a  place  provided  for  me.  They  m  not  left 
under  the  tuition  of  a  father,  like  too  many  now  a  days,  who 
will  neglect  their  true  interests,  but  of  one  who,  knowing  tcom 
whence  ereiy  good  comes,  will  seek  to  the  gracious,  all- 
sufficient  Father,  for  himself  and  for  his  children.**  Thou 
hast  largely  partaken  of  afflictions;  many  have  been  thy 
bitter  cups;  and,  this  added,  in  the  decline  of  life^  must 
be  ezceedingi}  painful.  But  I  beseech  thee^  dear  friend, 
to  remember  who  it  was  that  delifrered  in  the  sixth  trouble, 
and  rest  in  humble  hope  that  he  will  not  forsake  in  the 
seventh.  My  brother  and  sbter  unite  in  near  sympathy 
with  thee  and  thy  children. 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  MART  PEMBERTON. 

Warrington,  2nd  Mo.,  26tb,  1762. 

A  warmth  of  sincere  affection  and  friendship  is 
lively  and  fresh  upon  my  spirit  towards  thee,  and  every 
branch  of  the  family ;  and  I  think  I  can  safely  and  solemnly 
say,  I  have  accompanied  thee,  in  thy  deep  distress,  with 
sympathy,  and  a  participation  of  the  wormwood  and  the  gall; 
a  secret,  silent  partaking  with  thee  and  the  family,  hath 
accompanied  me  in  my  solitude ;  I  know  not  how  to  say, 
but  1  kiiuw  how  to  feel.  I  hope  the  billows  are  rolled  over 
in  a  great  degree,  and  the  peaceful  voice  of  Him  who  nilcs 
the  ocean  distinctly  heard  to  bound  its  waves ;  and  may  the 
calming  presence  of  i\ic  Prince  of  Peace  be  experienced  to 
prevail.  O,  the  benefit  of  a  hiding  place  iVom  the  jstonn, 
and  protection  in  tlu-  liuur  of  severe  conflict. 

The  warm,  animaLed  sentiments  of  tciiUcr  friendship  and 
Christian  fellowship  I  often  feel,  towards  thee  and  thy 
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bnsbandy  tdl  me  the  ardour  of  Mendshf  p  I  felt  at  our  partiD|[^ 
about  five  years  ago,  is  not  abated ;  a  series  of  employmeiits 
of  Taiious  kinds  hare  demanded  my  altenlion,  and  stopped 
fbe  channel  of  correspondence  sometimes,  bat  not  destroyed 
or  impaired  the  bonds  of  nnion.  I  am,  throogh  merey, 
favoured  with  tolerable  good  health,  employment  in  my 
Master's  cause,  and  a  good  degree  of  qualification  is  extended 
in  the  needful  time;  herein  I  have  cause  to  be  most  humbly 
thankful,  that  my  master  hath  called  me  into  some  part  of 
his  service,  and  furnished  proportionable  peace  and  strength. 
My  weakness  is  great,  my  buffetings  many,  but  the  Lord 
is  my  strength,  my  sun,  and  my  shield,  of  whom  then  shall 
I  be  afraid? 

I  am  often  solicitous  in  my  mind  about  your  children ;  I 
remember  them  with  a  tender  affection,  and  run  from  one  to 
another  with  a  degree  of  solicitude,  as  if  I  viewed  a  race  of 
youth  connected  to  me  in  the  ties  of  nearest  natural  alliance. 
How  are  they  ?  are  they  thy  comfort,  as  far  as  religion  and 
virtue  in  offspring  can  be  so  to  anxious  parents  ?  Oh  how 
grateful  to  me,  how  comfortable  to  Ihee  and  thdr  dear 
father,  how  honourable  to  themselves  might  they  become, 
if  suitably  humbled  to  seek  and  abide  under  the  fashioDiDg 
Hand,  which  alone  makes  vessels  of  sanctification  and 
honour !  What  becomes  of  dear  Charley  i  doth  the  softness 
and  delicacy  of  tender  years  remain  with  him,  and  give 
reason  to  hope  advance  in  years  and  piety  will  be  propor- 
tionate to  each  other?  SaJute  them  all  in  my  name;  for 
my  heart  and  eyes  overflow  in  strong  petitions  and  dedres 
for  every  durable  blessing  to  attend  them,  their  parents,  and 
the  whole  family. 

Perhaps  it  will  be  acceptable  to  thy  husband  to  know  a 
visitation  of  divine  \  irtuc  liath,  by  its  own  immediate  opera- 
tiou,  \vr()u;^lil  to  tbt'  coiivinceniL nt  of  several  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood oT  Bukuii,  w  hence  the  fatnily  of  the  Pembertons, 
I  suppose,  derive  their  origiii ,  .iiul  that  our  Northern  Yearly 
Meeting  for  Uie  four  counties  of  Chester,  Lancaster,  West- 
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moreland^  and  Cumbedand,  is  to  be  beld  tbero  in  the  4th 
Monlfa  next 

Dear  friend,  thiuc  in  every  Christian  serf  ice, 

S.  F. 

The  Yearly  Meeting,  at  Bolton,  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
letter,  was  large,  and  attended  hj  many  Taluable  ministeis, 
and  a  great  number  of  sober  inquiring  people,  to  whom 
much  was  communicated,  in  gospel  authority,  to  their  com* 
fort  and  instraction.  From  Bolton,  Samuel  Fothergill,  in 
company  with  Catharine  Payton  and  several  other  Friends, 
went  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  for  Wales,  held  this  year  at 
Bala.  This  also  was  a  large  and  favoured  meeting. 

SAMUEL  FOTHKUOiLL  TO  CATHERINL  i'AYTON. 

Warrington,  6th  Mo.,  1769. 

Few  successive  hours  have  elapsed,  for  several 
weeks  past,  in  whicli  thou  hast  been  out  of  my  remenibi  ance, 
with  the  u flection  and  tenderness  which  accompanies  friend- 
ship of  the  genuine  kind,  and  earnest  wishes  for  thy  preser- 
vation and  sure  establishment  upon  the  rock  against  which 
the  gates  of  hell  can  never  prevail.  For  myself  I  pray  for 
it,  even  from  the  bottom  of  my  soul,  for  I  never  had  greater 
need.  It  is  a  comfort,  when  we  are  encoiiraped  to  remember 
the  sufficiency  and  unchangeableness  of  llic  uuivtrsal  Father, 
who  views  us  in  every  probation,  and  compassionately 
regards  us,  when  destitute  of  every  other  helper,  and  perhaps 
receiving  the  bitter  cup,  when  we  might  hope  for  somo 
alleviation  of  sorrow;  but  what  shall  we  say  of  the  Lord 
Alniin^lity,  Init  just  and  true  are  all  his  ways?  and  what  of 
ourselves,  but  unto  us  belongs  bluslung  and  confusion  of 
face.    I  was  by  no  means  unmindful  of  thee  in  my  return 

from  London,  nor  was    out  of  my  thoughts:  two 

reasons  hastened  nic  Imtne  —  one,  ray  wife's  indisposition, 
the  other,  a  want  of  that  evidence  of  duty  which  was  in 
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measwe  necessary  to  eocouiage  me  to  appoint  a  meeting. 
Indeed,  such  has  been  the  situation  of  my  mind  as  some- 
times to  induce  me  to  cry  in  secret,  with  holy  Job, — My 
days  are  extinct,  the  graTes  are  ready  for  me.**  For  some 
beneficial  end  hath  a  series  of  hidden  distress  attended  me; 
I  only  beg  it  may  promote  my  sanctification. 

I  was  pleased  to  meet  thy  brother  in  London;  I  hope  hts 
mind  is  rightly  baptized,  at  times,  for  his  own  and  the 
Society's  help ;  may  he  be  blessed  with  sedate  stability,  and 
produce,  in  patience,  the  peaceable  fimits  of  righteousness. 

 Several  persons  have  come  to  our  meetings  since  the 

meeting  at  Bolton,  and  from  some  account  several  are  iblly 
convinced,  and  would  sit  down  with  Friends  if  there  was 
any  meeting  thereabouts.  The  Hhe  account  I  had  fiom 
Bala,  by  a  tender  spirited  young  man,  who  called  upon  me 
a  few  days  ago ;  thus,  I  verily  believe,  the  Lord's  work  is 
going  forward.  O,  may  it  possess  the  gates  of  his  enemies,  ^ 
and  eflbctually  lay  waste  as  well  as  smite  all  the  comers  of 
Moab. 

8.  F. 

The  Yearly  Meeting  held  in  London,  in  1760,  bad 
appointed  a  committee  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  Quarterly  and 
other  Meetings  throughout  the  nation.  Samuel  Fothergill 
was  one  of  that  committee^  and  upon  him,  with  Jonathan 
Baine,  Isaac  Wilson,  and  William  Bathbone,  dev<dved,  in 
170S,  the  important  duty  of  performing  this  service  in 
Ireland.  They  embarked  in  the  eighth  Month,  and  were 
closely  engaged,  for  nearly  three  months,  in  a  general  visit 
to  the  meetings  for  worship  and  discipline  throughout  that 
country. 

SAMUEL  FOTHEBGILI.  TO  HIS  SISTER. 

At  Bobert  Lecky's,  Kilnock,  10th  Mo., 

  Being  detained  a  week  later  than  we 

expected  in  England,  hath  rendered  it  necessary  for  us  to 
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be  at  meeting  or  od  horseback,  and  frequently  both,  every 
day,  except  two,  for  fifty  days  successivply,  in  order  to 
finish  our  visit  before  the  National  Meeting  in  Dublin. 
However,  we  have  occasion  to  confess,  with  thankful  hearts, 
that  hitherto  we  have  been  remarkably  and  eminently  helped 
to  prosecute  the  object  of  our  journey,  and  help  every  way 
hath  been  ^aciously  exUnded  to  us,  and  health  also,  in 
such  a  degree  as  to  render  tlic  journey  practicable  (though 
at  times  painful )  to  me ;  the  other  friends  are  well  

The  state  of  the  Church  is  painful  in  many  places;  I 
think  there  is  not  a  great  decrease  of  number  since  I  was 
first  here,  eighteen  years  a^o,  hut  most  of  tlie  valuable 
ministers  and  elders  are  gone  oil  the  stage,  and  few,  very 
few,  are  raised  to  fill  their  places,  or  even  attempt  it.  But 
it  hath  been  ;i  renewed  and  eminent  visitation  of  divine 
favour,  from  which  1  hope  some  etlectual  service  will  accrue 
to  individuals,  if  not  to  the  general.  Our  labour  hath  been 
close,  searching,  and  salutary,  and,  in  the  precious  unction 
of  divine  love,  at  once  to  inform  tlie  judgment,  and  reach 
the  oppressed  seed.  The  living  liave  unity  with  us,  and  the 
more  distant  part  of  the  Society  scciu  to  approve  of  our 
labour,  and  see  its  intention  and  tendency.  May  the  Lord 
of  the  heritage  arise,  and  have  mercy  upon  it. 

Dublin,  10th  Mo.,  9th. — We  arrived  here  this  evening; 
yesterday,  was  the  Monthly  Meeting  at  Carlow,  which 
was  very  large,  and  a  time,  I  hope,  never  to  be  forgotten 
by  many  besides  myself.  We  came  to  worthy  Abraham 
Shackletou*s  last  night ;  he  met  us  at  Carlow,  and  I  hope 
will  accompany  us  on  our  whole  visit.  The  Monthly  Meet- 
ing for  this  city  is  to  be  held  to-morrow,  and  is  likely  to  bo 
very  large.  I  quietly  hope  in  His  aid  who  hath  hitherto 
been  our  gracious  helper. 

A  copy  of  Frioids^  address  to  the  King  was  put  into  my 
hand  this  evening;  it  is  pleasing  to  Friends  here,  and  I 
think  it  a  good  one,  but  hope  Friends  will  be  caatious  of 
making  our  incense  to  the  throne  too  cheap. 

&  F. 
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Except  the  foregoiug,  there  do«8  not  appear  to  be  aay 
letter  extant,  written  during  this  visit  to  Ireland;  but  of  the 

latter  part  of  it,  and  of  the  labours  of  Samuel  Fotbergill  in 
particular,  an  account  was  drawn  up  by  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Richard  Shackleton,  of  Ballitore,  an  abridgment  of  which 

is  here  inserted. 

1762,  10th  Mo.,  8th.— Our  friend  Samuel  Fothergill,  with 
others,  visited  the  Monthly  Meeting  held  at  Carlow.  In  the 
meeting  for  worship  he  was  largely  engaged  in  testimony, 

selling  fortli  tlie  doctrines  of  Cliristianity,  and  the  foundation 
of  it,  at  much  length,  for  the  information  of  tho5»e  differing 
111  name  from  us  (for  true  religion  is  the  same  iii  all);  saying, 
that  as  we  were  a  people  who  almost  every  where  had  been 
spoken  against,  sometimes  through  ignoraiict;,  and  sometimes, 
he  was  at i aid,  thiough  malevolence,  he  was  willing  lo  inform 
them  what  ]>rinciple8  we  held,  and  what  our  belief  was 
concerning  llic  lundameutals  of  ChrisLiainly  ;  and  that  it  was 
not  being  men  of  literature,  nor  of  any  niUural  or  acquired 
ability  as  men  and  creatmt  ihaL  could  procure  to  us  that 
sul'stantial  religion  tliat  uould  stand  by  us  beyond  the  grave, 
by  a^bisiuig  us  to  renounce  the  devil  and  all  his  w  oi  ks,  the 
poiuj)s  and  vanities  of  this  wicked  world;  but  our  humbly 

depending  upon  that  sufficiency  which  is  of  God:  he 

said  he  was  sensible,  that  many  were  prevented  from  coming 
to  partake  of  the  inesliinabie  blessing  of  peace  and  serenity 
of  soul  by  that  monster,  shame,  so  that  they  cannot  bear 
ridicule  frum  iheir  acquaintance,  wliich  must  be  their  lot  if 
they  are  bent  to  live  a  Christian  life ;  but  the  cross  being  as 
iouiishness,  and  a  stone  of  stun^biing,  men  remain  in  darkness 
and  ignorance,  and  ansvser  not  the  end  of  their  creation, 
aud  are  preveiiled  from  cominy:  to  the  knowledge  of  Hira  who 
has  called  us  to  glory  and  tu  vu  Lue:  this,  he  acknowledged, 
had  been  tlie  case  wiiii  himself  in  the  early  j>art  of  his  life, 
when  he  lived  in  as  loose  aud  forgetful  a  mauner  as  perhaps 
any  present,  though  ofleu  convicted  in  the  secret  of  his  soul 
for  his  folly ;  but  shame  would  not  allow  him  to  submit  to  be 
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accounted  a  fool,  for  he  had  extended  pretty  far  in  notion 
and  speculation,  and  endeaToured  to  procure  some  know- 
ledge in  literature,  but  was  made  sensible  it  would  avail 
nothing  in  that  which  pertains  to  life  and  godliness,  through 
the  knowledge  of  Him  who  has  called  us  to  glory  and  virtue; 
and  as  destruction  from  God  was  a  terror  to  liiui,  because 
of  his  highness  aud  majesty,  he  could  not  endure,  he  was 
enabled  in  measure  to  conquer  this  shame,  and  submit  to 
tliat  jiower  Lh;it  could  cleanse  his  heart,  for  which  uiiiiu  i  ited 
favour,  all  willjui  him  worshipped  and  praised  Him  that  lives 
for  ever  ;  and  having  happily  experienced  the  advantage  of 
joining  with  wisdom's  call,  he  was  earnest  in  inviting  others 
to  jom  with  it;  for  wisdom  has  extended  and  builded  her 
house,  and  hewn  her  seven  pillars,  which  he  compared  to  the 
virtues  to  w  liicli  the  apostle  exhorts  and  calls  the  believers, 
when  be  says.  Add  to  your  faith  virtue,  &c. ;  ami  if  we  come 
thus  to  obey  the  call  of  wisdom,  we  shall  dwell  in  a  quiet 
habilation,  in  a  covert  from  the  storm  in  times  of  trial,  when 
afflictions  roll  upon  us,  for  these  we  must  expect  on  this 
side  the  gr&ve.  He  addressed  himself  particularly  to  those 
of  our  own  profession,  and  much  desired  that  we  might  be 
as  lights  in  the  world. 

The  meeting  for  worship  being  over,  he  with  courtesy 
acknowledged  the  favour  done  to  us  by  those  of  other  societies 
giving  us  their  company,  and  their  having  behaved  in  so 
becoming  a  manner,  and  mlormed  them  that  as  we  had  now 
some  particulars  to  inquire  into  relative  to  our  own  Society 
only,  he  requested  that  those  who  were  not  of  us,  would, 
without  taking  offence,  l>e  ])leased  to  withdraw,  excepting 
that  those  who  had  at  any  time  been  mc mbers  amongst  us 
might  remain  on  this  particular  occasion,  so  that  they  were 
not  of  scandalous  lives,  or  notoriously  bad.  Afterwards,  he 
described  the  nature  of  their  visit;  that  they  came  not  as 
severe  censurers  or  rigid  inquisitors,  neither  to  lord  it  over 
the  heritage  ;  but  in  love,  and  in  order  to  help  and  assist ;  and 
gave  a  close  caution  that  such  overseers  as  were  to  answer 
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tbe  queriesy  should  coDsider  well  what  they  were  going  about, 
and  give  such  anBweiB  as  were  just,  adding,  that  those  in 
such  offices  ought  to  be  men  of  troth. 

The  first  query  being  read,  and  an  answer  given  by  one 
from  each  meeting,  he  spoke  upon  it  in  his  usual  powerful 
manner,  shewing  the  necessity  of  the  great  doty  of  attending 
meetings  for  the  worship  of  ttiat  Being  to  whom  we  owe  all, 
in  order  to  have  our  streogtb  renewed  in  Him,  and  if  we 
were  concerned  thus  to  wait  for  it,  we  should  not  let  trirtal 
things  prevent  our  attendance ;  and  our  conduct  and  behai* 
▼iour  when  there  would  be  becoming,  and  if  the  spirit  of 
heaviness  came  over  us,  we  should  labour  diligenUy  to  over- 
come it  But  some  men  he  thought  there  were,  too  big  to 
enter  in  at  the  strait  gate,  and  too  great  to  be  religious ;  and 
others  too  lazy  to  walk  in  the  narrow  way ;  but  such  are 
far  from  the  little  child^s  state,  of  whom  is  the  kingdom, 
lie  enlarged  upou  the  love  and  unity  which  ought  to  subsist 
between  brethren,  and  how  cautious  they  ought  to  be  of 
saying  anything  detracting  one  of  another  —  of  saying, 
"  Report,"  say  they,  "  and  we  will  report  it and  how  great 
ought  to  be  the  care  on  tlie  minds  of  I'liends,  lesL  at  any 
tiuic  they  sliould  be  led  to  speak  in  any  way  to  lessen  any 
elder,  niinister,  or  overseer,  or  any  oLliers,  before  their  chil- 
dren, and  of  u  lial  Iiui  Lful  consequence  such  a  conduct  might 
be  to  the  youth,  iu  iixing  prejudices  in  iliuir  minds  that 
conM  not  be  easily  removed  ,  so  lie  w onkl  lja\  e  Friends  keep 
to  that  wisdom  which  is  from  above,  and  then  that  iuiplacablo 
disposition  would  be  removed,  which  insists  upou  whatever 
it  thinks  right,  saying,  **  I  will  liave  rigid  justice  ;  T  will  be 
paid  to  the  uttermost  farthing;"  and  not  giving  ujj  anylldug 
for  peace'  sake.  He  much  desired  that  all  such  feelings 
might  not  have  any  place,  and  that  none  might  give  way  to 
such  a  spirit  of  resentment,  but  be  w  illing  to  suffer,  and  be 
losers,  rather  than  to  conteud;  iliis  was  the  true  way  to  live 
iu  peace.  To»enforce  this,  he  mentioned  an  instance  of  two 
persons  between  whom  a  strong  friendship  had  existed,  but 
a  misunderstanding  arose,  aud  was  carried  to  a  great  length ; 
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it  contmoed  some  years,  till  at  last,  he  who  thought  himself 
the  injared  person,  and  who  was  the  accused,  lo  the  hurt  of 
bis  character,  went  to  the  other  party,  who  was  in  much 
heat,  and  said,  "My  innocence  supports  me;  lake  it  to 
thyself;  I  will  leave  the  decision  to  the  great  day  ;  let  the 
just  Judge  decide  between  us,  only  let  there  be  peace 
between  lliee  and  me."  Ibis  so  melted  the  heart  of  the 
party  addressed,  Lliat  lie  said,  lliere  nhotild  be  no  difference 
between  them ;  and  from  that  time  peace  was  restored,  and 
a  true  friendship,  which  continued  to  the  end  of  their 
lires. 

He  expressed  an  earnest  desire  that  parents,  and  such  as 
have  the  charge  of  children  and  their  education,  might 
endeavour,  by  example  and  precept,  to  traiu  ihetn  up  in  a 
godly  conversation,  and  prevent  them  conforming  to  the 
world  and  its  customs,  but  have  them  kept  in  a  ])lainness  of 
spcecli  and  deportment,  out  of  superfluity  in  dress,  which 
would  be  a  means  fit  preserving  them  out  of  unsuitable  com- 
pany, to  which  a  cdniannity  to  the  fashions  and  customs  of 
the  world  would  nnich  subject  Ihenj, 

He  earnestly  exliortcd  the  rising  youth  not  to  give  way  to 
the  foolisli  custems  of  the  world,  nor  to  let  their  minds  be 
entangled  by  such  things.  He  said,  he  could  well  remember 
the  tender  care  of  one  oi  the  best  of  fathers,  when  lie  would 
take  one  child  on  one  knco,  and  another  upon  the  olher,  with 
others  standing  belore  hnii,  bow  he  bestowed  upon  them  his 
tender  and  suitable  counsel,  and  though  he  eould  not  recol- 
lect the  words,  he  could  well  remember  the  tears  that  fell 
from  the  cheeks  of  his  venerable  father  upon  iheir's.  He 
was  much  concerned  that  the  elder  branches  of  families  of 
children  should  help  their  religious  parents  in  taking  care  of 
the  younger,  by  example  and  by  precept,  and  mentioned  an 
instance  of  care  in  one  nearly  related  to  him ;  what  concern 
he  had  for  those  who  were  younger,  and  how  he  laboured  for 
their  good ;  and  after  finishing  his  labours,  ho^'  that  worthy 
youth  was  called  to  give  up  his  charge,  aod  enter  into  that 
rest  prepared  for  him,  and  finished  his  course  about  the 
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12th  year  of  his  age.*    He  would  hare  all  be  encoaraged 

to  go  on  in  a  godly  conversation,  and  shun  destractiTe  pride 
in  ali(  its  appearances,  for  it  is  grounded  in  ignorance,  and 
the  want  of  aright  knowledge  and  due  consideration  of  what 
we  are, — poor  dust  and  ashes.  Some  parents,  he  believed, 
were  careful  to  provide  for  their  families,  and  to  teach  them 
frugality,  6lc.,  but  he  would  recommend  them  to  be  also 
frugal  of  time,  wliicli  is  so  precious  lliat  few  know  its  value 
until  it  is  too  late.  I'liis  hi  illustrated,  by  relating  the  case 
of  a  young  man  wliom  lie  liad  l)cen  with,  at  or  near  the  time 
of  his  being  culled  to  give  an  account  of  how  he  had  spent 
his  days,  and  who  would  tlien  have  ^ven  all  he  was  wuiih 
in  the  world,  and  lu;  had  large  possessions,  to  have  had  a 
short  time  allowed  him  ;  so  well  did  he  know,  al  that  trying 
moment,  the  value  of  time,  which  but  a  few  days  before  he 
had  been  insensible  of.  He  wished  the  youtli  might  prize 
it  (for  time  is  short,  and  death  is  awful),  and  that  parents 
might  not  only  be  diligent  in  making  a  good  use  of  it,  but 
also  teach  their  children  to  be  frugal  of  that,  as  well  a.s  of 
their  outward  substance,  and  so  to  endeavour  to  conduct 
themselves,  that  when  incpiisition  is  made  for  blood,  they 
may  stand  clear  before  the  just  Judge. 

He  spoke  of  Friends  being  just  in  their  dealings,  and 
punctual  in  fulfilling  their  engagements.  He  thought  that 
justice  extended  farther  than  many  apprehended ;  and  cau- 
tioned the  young  men  that  they  ought  to  be  pimctual  in 
their  engagements,  and  not,  as  too  many  do,  uiif^^enerousiy 
endeavour  to  draw  out  or  engage  the  affections  of  young 
women,  witliout  having  serious  intentions  towards  tlum  — 
this  he  accounted  robbLiy.  Concerniug  the  care  that  should 
be  taken  to  prevent  young  people  joining  in  marriage  con- 
trary to  our  rules,  he  spoke  persnasively  to  the  youth, 
exhorting  them  in  all  such  engagements  to  seek  for  the 
counsel  of  best  Wisdom,  and  to  follow  its  instructions,  and 
to  endeavour  to  have  the  best  Guest  present  with  them;  to 

«  His  brother  William  FotheigiU. 
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invite  him,  so  that  he  might  cause  the  water,  which  might 
someliraes  be  as  the  bitter  waters  of  Marah,  to  be  turned 
into  wine,  and  sweeten  the  bitter  cups  of  affliction  that  might 

be  their  lots,  through  the  various  changes  of  life  ;  ;uul  thus 
to  begin,  he  considered  was  tlie  way  to  lay  a  foundation  for 
social  comfort  and  domestic  happiness. 

He  spoke  of  the  concern  which  liad  been  upon  his  mind 
for  several  years  pasl,  to  pay  a  visit  to  this  naliuu  ,  aud  now, 
as  they  wcnl  along  from  pi  act'  to  place,  they  had  seen  the 
bituation  of  the  various  ranks  ainongst  us,  and  they  had 
beheld  wkh  sorrow  that  too  generally  we  had  not  come 
forward,  as  it  wuts  intended  we  should, —  ucilher  the  elders, 
the  middle-aged,  nor  the  yonth.  But  still  there  was  a  lin  ing 
seedlcflt,  who  were  in  measure  preserved  cleau;  aud  although 
the  glory  of  the  Lord  had  moved  to  the  threshold  of  the 
door,  and  to  the  mouuLaiii-  hard  by,  yet  it  was  not  wholly 
departed  from  us,  but  the  shout  a  King  was  still  amongst 
as,  and  we  w  ere  not  forsakeu^  aud  for  this  bis  heart  was 
made  thanklul. 

10th  Mo.,  12lh. — At  Edenderry,  in  the  Meeting  of  Disci- 
pline, he  again  enlarged  on  the  education  oi  youth,  and 
how  parents  ought,  by  example  and  precept,  to  train  up 
their  children  in  a  godly  conversation,  and  what  an  indis- 
pensable duty  it  is,  especially  upon  mothers,  who  have 
frequent  opportunities  to  form  the  minds  of  their  children, 
while  the  father  might  be  engaged  in  the  arduous  duties  of 
business  abroad ;  and  mentioned  the  great  pains  taken  by 
the  benighted  inhabitants  of  this  nation  to  instruct  their 
children  ui  superstition ;  and  that  we,  who  are  called  from 
darkness  to  light  sliould  not  be  destitute  of  the  form  and 
power,  but  be  diligent,  by  example  an<l  ]>recept,  to  train 
them  up  in  a  godly  conversation;  also  in  preventing  dcstnic- 
tive  books  from  lieing  re;id,  and  laid  before  the  youth  the 
nature  and  evil  tendency  ol  r(\iding  such  books;  as  also  of 
following  the  fantastic  fashions  that  are  in  the  world  —  such 
things  introduce  into  improj^cr  company,  and  the  triendship 
of  the  world ;  and  loo  many  porentSy  be  was  sensible,  were 
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negligent  in  tlie  pro])er  care  of  their  cliildreii  iu  education, 
though  very  assiduous  in  providinf^  tilings  for  the  bod? ; 
he  owned  the  nearness  of  the  connexion,  and  the  justice  of 
sucli  care,  but  lie  would  that  such  should  remember,  that  as 
they  were  instrumental  in  bringing  them  into  life,  they 
should  be  so  also  in  nursing  that  part  in  them  that  is 
immortal,  and  keeping  it  from  being  hurt  or  killed ;  but 
instead  of  this,  some  conclude  that  they  provide  well  for 
their  ulTspriTig  when  tbcy  settle  them  well  in  the  world, 
build  tlicir  nests  on  high,  ahovL-  tlie  reach  of  those  difficul- 
ties to  which  TT)aij\-  art'  siil)ject,  make  their  sons  ;j;Teat  men 
of  the  earth,  form  rich  connexiuiis  tor  their  daughters,  but 
as  to  a  godly  conversation,  let  them  look  to  that  themselves, 
and  are  ready  to  bring  the  words  of  Scripture  to  justify 
their  conduct — that  he  is  worse  than  an  infidel  that  does 
not  provide  for  his  family, — not  enough  considering  how 
far  that  extends.  But  to  such  earthly  minded  parents  as 
are  adding  house  to  house  and  field  to  field,  he  spoke  closely, 
and  said  he  had  seen  such  disappointed  in  their  designs; 
aod  a  blast  from  heaven  bad  often  attended  them ;  and  that 
perhaps  some  there  might  live  to  see  it,  and  he  was  ready 
to  say  would  feel  it,  — live  to  see  themselves  disappointed, 
surrounded  with  confiuioo,  anxiety,  and  paleness  of  face, 
deserted  of  heaven  and  earth.  He  mentioned  his  knowledge 
of  an  instance  of  Almighty  justice  in  one  who  had  been 
visited  when  young,  was  an  officer  in  the  Church,  and 
likely  to  make  an  instrument  of  use,  had  he  been  content 
with  what  was  allotted  him,  and  kept  faithfiil  to  that  which 
had  visited  him ;  but  aspiring  to  be  something  in  the  world, 
he  launched  out  beyond  what  he  could  compass,  and  having 
neglected  what  was  committed  to  his  care,  a  blight  came 
over  him,  one  sorrow  and  disappointment  after  another,  so 
that  he  became  darkened  and  wretched,  and  w  lwn  near  hia 
close,  he  went  to  see  him,  to  try  if  he  could  feel  any  thing 
near  him  that  was  good  i  but  he  found  darkness  and  horror, 
and  heard  him  cry  out, — That  if  he  had  been  the  Lord^s 
freeman,  he  should  not  have  been  man*s  prisoner,  but  he 
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was  then  deserted  of  heaven  and  eaith,  of  Ood  and  man, 
and  gave  a  shriek  that  pieiced  the  hearts  of  those  who 
heard  it,  and  so  departed  oat  of  this  life.  This  he  said 
deeply  affected  his  mind,  hoth  at  the  timoy  and  as  often  as 
he  diought  of  it  since,  and  he  ardent]  j  desired  of  God,  that 
he  might  be  preserved  and  enabled  to  do  his  duty  faithfully^ 
and  be  dear  of  the  blood  of  all  men. 

He  spoke  on  the  subject  of  tithes,  that  the  priesthood 
which  was  to  be  maintained  by  them  was  abrogated  by  the 
coming  of  Christ,  who  was  the  minister  of  the  sanctuaiy 
and  true  tabernacle  which  Ood  hath  pitched  and  not  man ; 
and  said  he  believed  that  if  he  should  actually  pay  towards 
maintaining  a  hireling  ministry,  he  should  forfeit  his  interest 
in  Aim. 

He  spoke  tenderly  to  the  rising  youth,  to  persuade  them 
against  spending  their  precious  time  in  diversions ;  and  expa- 
tiated upon  the  superior  advantages  of  going  to  the  house 
of  mouming-ralher  than  to  the  house  of  mirth,  and  advised 

that  they  should  accustom  themselves  to  virit  the  sick  and 
distressed,  to  witness  the  trials  of  the  sick  room,  and  the 
anxieties  of  the  death-bed,  which  would  be  far  more  instruc- 
tive than  attending  places  of  diversion,  as  by  the  sadness 

of  the  countenance  the  heart  is  sometimes  made  better.  He 
was  also  rarneht  in  liih  desires  that  tin;  youtli  might  be 
pnident  concerning  cnLciiDg  into  the  raairiccl  state,  that  they 
should  not  hastily  nor  inconsiderately  ru^h  into  it,  and  so 
bring  sorrow  lor  the  rest  of  their  days;  this,  he  thought, 
often  led  to  a  wretched  dragging  on  of  human  life ;  but  to 
be  tenderly  connected  together  in  the  covenant  of  life,  was 
the  true  way  to  have  domestic  happiness  and  social  comfort, 
and  to  be  enabled  to  bear  the  variety  of  trials  which  are 
met  with  we  pass  through  this  land  of  uncertainty, 
chequered  with  good  and  evil. 

loth  Mo.,  13th. —  In  the  Select  Meeting  he  spoke  of  a 
state  which  seemed  uuich  to  prevail  amongst  Friends  in  this 
nation,  even  as  aiiKni^st  the  rovnl  tribe  of  Judah ;  a  com- 
plaint that  the  strength  of  the  bearers  of  burdens  was  ready 
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to  fail,  ^^c cause  there  is  so  much  nibbish ;  but  be  recom- 
mended  such  not  to  give  way  to  ineffectual  bemoaning, 
but  rather  to  be  willing  to  rise  up  and  work,  to  repair  the 
breaches,  and  lehnild  the  wslls,  and  thev  would  find  that 
the  King  would  be  with  them,  and  amongst  them,  to  help> 
and  Ihey  wo«dd  be  lumished  with  a  weapon  of  war  in  one 
hand,  and  an  implement  with  which  to  work  in  another ;  so 
he  desired  such  might  not  be  discouiaged,  nor  give  way  to 
lamentation  over  the  state  of  the  Church,  mthout  endearour- 
ing  to  labour  for  its  help* 

In  the  Province  Meeting  he  was  led  to  speak  of  many 
excellent  things.  He  reminded  us  of  our  deep  obligations 
to  a  mmilul,  all-wise  Providence,  who  bad  so  wonderfully 
sheltered  us  from  the  devouring  jaws  of  war  and  distress  of 
various  kinds,  which  others  had  so  deeply  felt,  and  put  the 
question,  formerly  used,   Or  those  eighteen  upon  whom  the 

tower  in  Siloam  feD,  and  slew  them;  think  ye  that  they 
*'were  sinnen  above  all  men  that  dwelt  in  Jerusalem?  I 
"  toll  you.  Nay,  but  except  ye  repent,  ye  shall  all  likewise 

perish.**  He  wished  us  to  be  humbled,  and  endeavour  to 
answer  the  end  of  so  great  mercy.  He  endeavoured  to 
disengage  the  minds  of  the  people  irom  having  a  depend- 
ence on  mortals,  even  upon  those  who  might  have  laboured 
faithftdly,  as  the  Apostle  did;  the  minds  of  the  people  are 
too  apt  to  be  drawn  after  that  which  is  visible,  so  as  to  be 
ready  to  worship  that  which  is  not  good;  one  says,  I  am  of 
Paul;  another,  I  am  of  Apollos;  so,  Satan,  knowing  their 
weakness,  disputed  with  the  Archangel  about  the  body  of 
Moses,  peihaps  that  he  might  deify  it,  and  so  delude  this 
weak  people,  who  had  before,  while  Moses  was  in  the  mount, 
made  a  calf  to  worship,  and  had  such  a  veneration  for  Moses, 
that  it  is  possible  they  would  have  worshipped  his  body,  had 
not  the  Almighty,  in  his  wisdom,  buried  him,  where  fhey 
knew  not,  and  could  not  find  him. 

Afterwards,  in  the  awftdness  of  power,  he  addressed  in 
prayer  Him  who  dwdb  in  the  clefts  of  the  rock,  and  in  the 
secret  places  of  the  stairs,  that  having  witnessed  the  word  of 
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reeonciliatioD,  he  was  emboldened^  though  but  dust  and 
asfaes,  to  intercede  with  him  on  account  of  hit  church  and 
people  at  large,  the  workmansliip  of  his  baiidsy  that,  being 
enamoured  with  his  beaut v,  many  might  flock  to  him,  as 
doves  to  the  windows.  He  was  fervently  engaged  for  the 
strayed  and  lost  sheep  of  the  hoose  of  Isiaely  that  they 
might  be  saved 

In  the  Select  Meeting  he  spohe  with  clearness,  and  under 
a  lively  sense  of  the  state  of  the  meeting^  a  living  power 
attending,  to  the  humbling  of  the  minds  of  many.  He 
expressed  how  veiy  sensible  he  &lt  of  the  great  want  there 
was  of  Friends  being  sufficiently  deep  and  weiglity  in  their 
waiting  upon  the  Fountain  of  wisdom  and  strength,  eqMcially 
ministers,  that  they  might  indeed  witness  the  springing  up 
of  the  well  of  life,  and,  being  cleansed  by  it,  be  enabled  to 
sing  to  it;  and  this  deep,  inward  waiting  for  the  springing 
up  of  life  is  more  wanting  than  words;  and  if  Friends  would 
diligently  endeavour  to  be  deep  enough,  they  would  find 
weight  would  be  added  to  them,  and  ^eir  countenances 
would  discover  to  others  something  of  the  concern  of  their 
hearts,  and  perhaps  stir  up  the  pure  mind  in  others  also. 
He  encouraged  such  to  endeavour  to  be  helpftil  to  their 
iHends  and  neighbours,  to  visit  them  as  occasions  offer,  to 
drop  a  word  here  and  a  word  there ;  it  might  be  a  means  of 
sowing  the  good  seed.  He  mentioned  also  a  disposition 
apparent  in  some,  which .  retards  their  journey  forward  in 
that  strength  they  might  otherwise  possess,  namely,  a  viva- 
city oi  coustituliuu  which  ihey  liavc,  aiid  which  be  foiiiul  it 
to  be  necessary  in  himself  to  guard  against;  he  ttndcrly 
advised  that  such  would  be  willing  to  let  the  girdle  be 
drawn  a  little  tighter,  and  to  know  the  foal  to  be  bound  to 
the  vine,  .and  the  ass^s  colt  to  the  choice  vine,  that  they 
might  be  strong  to  labour  in  the  work.  He  spoke,  as  it  had 
opuiittl  ujuju  Lib  mind,  of  the  Feast  of  Tabernacles,  how  it 
was  loi  ijierly  held,  and  a  holy  convocation,  that  after  they 
had  gathered  in  their  fruits,  they  were  not  nnconceniedly  to 
sit  down  and  enjoy  them,  but  to  get  boughs  and  make 


Digitized  by  Go< 


432 


MEMUlli^S  AND  LETTERS 


[1762. 


boodis  to  dwell  in  for  a  season,  and  hold  a  holy  convocation 
for  the  Feast  of  Tabernacles;  and  so  in  this  day,  we  an  not 
to  take  up  a  rest  in  the  iniits  we  have  gathered,  but  endea- 
vour to  be  at  liberty  lo  attend  to  the  service  of  T^th,  in 
whatever  way  it  may  be  pointed  out  to  us;  and  if  such 
were  often  to  go  to  the  bottom  of  Jordan,  it  should  be  for 
the  washing  and  cleansing  of  them,  and  they  wonld  have  to 
come  up  and  bring  their  memorials  with  them ;  and  some 
then  present,  he  said,  mast  bear  twins;  as  it  appeared  to 
him,  Ihey  must  be  concerned  to  mamtain  the  discipline  and 
good  order  in  the  Church,  they  must  also  divide  the  word — 
they  must  bear  twins. 

In  the  select  meeting  at  Lurgau,  in  order  (as  was  sup- 
posed) to  awaken  the  negligent  to  diligence  before  it  was 
too  late,  he  told  them  of  a  Friend  related  to  himseli^  who, 
when  young,  was  religiously  concerned  for  his  soul*s  salva- 
tion, and  also  for  the  good  of  others,  and  about  that  time 
had  a  dream,  which  he  related  to  8.  F.  when  in  America; 
he  was  then  in  the  decline  of  life,  and  in  appearance  not 
for  ftom  the  conclusion  of  bis  time  on  earth,  but  was  not 
in  the  state  he  formerly  had  been,  baviog  much  neglected 
the  gift  bestowed  upon  him,  and  cared  too  much  tw  the 
things  of  this  life,  how  he  should  provide  for  his  fomily,  &c., 
had  lost  the  good  state,  and  was  plunged  into  distress,  dark- 
ness, and  sorrow,  the  portion  of  the  disobedient ;  and  in  this 
latter  part  of  his  life  he  had  another  dream.  The  first  was, 
his  being  placed  in  a  fine  green  field  or  pasture,  walled 
round,  and  several  lambs  feeding  in  it,  well  favoured  and  in 
good  order,  and  in  the  midst  a  pure  clear  spring  for  them  to 
drink  at ;  that  a  diarp  axe  was  given  him  with  which  to 
guard  the  well,  that  nothing  should  muddy  it,  and  to  keep 
up  the  wall)  and  if  any  breaches  were  made  in  it  that  he 
must  repair  them.  The  latter  dream  was,  that  he  saw  himself 
in  the  same  field,  but  it  had  lost  its  verdure,  the  lambs  were 
distempered  and  disordered,  the  wall  much  broken  down, 
the  water  muddy,  and  serpents  in  it  hissing  at  hiin,  wljicli  he 
could  not  destroy  or  overcome,  having  lust  the  weapon 
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formerly  given  him,  and  that  as  he  stood  looking  at  the 
lambs,  he  thought  lie  licard  a  voice,  saying, — "  All  these 
will  I  require  at  thy  liands." 

11th  Mo.,  .3d.— At  the  concluding  meeting  in  Duhliu,  hr 
began  with  the  salutation  of  the  Apostle  Paul  to  one  of  the 
Churches, —  "  The  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  ihe 
love  of  God,  and  the  communion  of  the  Holy  Ghost  be  with 
you  all,  Amen!**  He  enlarged  upon  this,  setting  forth  the 
efficacy  of  that  grace,  tlirough  the  birth,  life,  sufferings,  and 
death  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  and  how  wonderful  was 
that  grace,  that  he  who  was  with  the  Father  before  Ihe 
foiuidation  of  the  world,  rejoicing  before  him,  who  was  . 
beir  of  all  things,  should  take  upon  him  the  form  of  a 
servant,  and  be  clothed  with  tbe  infirmities  of  human  nature, 
and  be  like  unto  us  in  all  things,  sin  only  excepted,  in  that 
bod^  which  his  Father  had  prepared  for  him  to  do  his  will 
in,  as  in  tbe  volame  of  the  book  it  is  written,  in  order  to  be 
a  propitiatory  sacrifice,  not  for  onr  sins  only,  but  for  the  sins 
of  the  whole  world;  and  his  coining  should  be  so  humble, 
though  he  came  ftom  the  bosom  of  the  Father,  and  being 
the  brightness  of  his  gloiy,  al  to  be  laid  in  a  manger ;  this 
appearance  was  so  mean  in  tbe  eyes  of  the  Jews,  who 
expected  it  would  hare  been  in  a  splendid  manner,  that  thejr 
coidd  not  receive  it,  but  queried, — Is  not  this  the  carpenters* 
son? — and  a  Luciforian  spirit  was,  he  feared,  too  much 
given  way  to  in  this  day,  by  such  as  are  above  his  small 
appearance  in  their  hearts; — yet  how  astonishing  was  this 
grace  of  oar  Ijord  Jesus  Christ!  who  submitted  to  suffer 
temptation,  reproach,  distressing  agony,  when  he  trod  the 
wine-press  alone,  and  of  the  people  there  was  none  with 
him,  as  it  was  prophesied: — ^Who  is  this  that  cometh 
from  Edom?  with  dyed  garments  from  Boxrah?  this,  that 
is  glorious  in  his  apparel,  travelling  in  the  greatness  of  his 
strength?  I  that  speak  in  righteousness,  mighty  to  save. 
Wherefore  art  thou  red  in  thine  apparel,  and  thy  garments 
like  him  that  treadeth  in  the  winefat?  I  have  trodden  the 
wine-press  alone,  and  of  tbe  people  there  was  none  vrith 
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me."  And  when  the  drops  of  sweat  were  like  blood,  he 
would,  if  it  were  possible^  that  the  cap  nught  pass  from 
him,  but,  in  resignation  to  the  will  of  bis  Father,  he  gare 
up  to  drink  it,  and  to  feel  that  agoaiziag  state,  when  he  was 
stripped  of  aU  coiiiibrt»  so  as  to  eiy  out — Mj  God,  my 
God,  why  hast  thou  foisaken  me?**  And  all  this  that  he 
mif^t  be  offeied  as  a  sacrifice  for  our  sins^  and  for  the  «ui8 
of  the  whole  world:  so  that  no  state  of  life  is  exempted 
from  the  benefit  of  his  sufferings  and  death,  if  it  be  not  our 
own  &nlt;  and  he  would  not  have  such  as  might  c6ont 
themselves  in  a  low  state  of  life,  be  discouiaged,  for  a  state 
of  sin  and  wiehedness  was  what  he  esteemed  low  and  despi* 
cabie^and  no  other;  for  the  favour  of  Hearen  is  not  confined 
to  any  station  in  life, — the  good  tidings  of  our  Sayioui^s 
birth  were  proclumed  to  the  shepherds  as  weU  as  to  the 
wise  men  of  the  East;  so  that  his  earnest  desire  and  concern 
was,  that  all  ranks  might  witness  the  advantage  intended  by 
such  admirable  grace,  extended  by  the  compassion  of  the 
Father  to  his  creature  man,  the  workmanship  of  his  hands; 
and  that  as  the  shepherd  taketh  out  of  the  mouth  of  the 
lion  two  legs  and  a  piece  of  ka  ear,  so  chall  the  children  of 
Israel  be  taken  out,  that  dwell  in  Samaria,  in  the  comer  of 
a  bed,  and  in  Damascus  in  a  conch ;  and  although  the  form 
seems  almost  destroyed  by  the  devourer,  and  it  can  scarcely 
be  known  what  it  was  when  complete,  yet  the  good  Shep- 
herd was  willing  lo  save  his  people,  and  rescue  them  from 
dcslriiction,  though  so  entangled  in  snares  that  little  remains 
of  that  aiiciciiL  beauty  that  adoiiied  our  ancestors;  and  this 
for  want  of  adhering  to  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
and  dwelling  in  the  pure  love  of  God,  which  would  load  us 
into  communion  one  with  auotlier,  and  with  the  Holy  Ghost, 
which  he  desired  might  be  with  us  all. 

The  account  of  the  visit  thus  concludes:  —  On  the  4th 
of  Lhu  11th  Month,  our  friends  "  set  sail  for  Liverpool,  and 
"  had  a  safe  y)assage,  and  were  midoubtedly  kindly  received 
**  by  such  as  luvc  tlie  cause  which  tliey  su  nobly  gave  them- 
'*  selves  up  to  maintain  in  our  poor  land ;  and  if  their  extra- 
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ordinaiy  laboun  do  not  prodace  some  good  fnatBf  it  Beems 
^  as  if  it  would  add  a  heavy  weight  in  the  balance  against 

At  ihe  eonclnmon  of  their  visity  the  four  Friends  addressed 
an  epistle  to  the  National  Half-year*s  Meetings  held  in 
Doblin^  which  was  by  that  meeting  directed  to  be  printed 
and  distributed  to  Friends  throughout  the  nation.  In  their 
epistle,  the  committee  gave  a  comment  np<»i  each  of  the 
eight  queries  which  had  been  read  and  answered  in  the 
varioas  meetings,  and  thas  communicated  their  view  of  the 
state  of  the  Society,  adding  much  excellent  counsel  on  the 
contents  of  the  queries,  and  also  on  some  other  subjects. 

SAMUEL  FOTHEE&ILL  TO  CATHERHiB  ^ATTON. 

Warrington,  2nd  Mo.,  26th,  1763. 

 Thou  art  always^  dear  Friend,  regarded 

with  pure  and  tender  firiendship  by  me,  though  I  have  not 
always  the  power  or  opportunity  to  tell  thee  so,  and  my 
wishes  for  thy  preservation  and  essential  help  are  as  strong 
as  ever, — mean  when  I  am  favoured  with  such  a  sense  of 
life  and  strength,  as  to  wish  for  any  good  thing  for  myself 
or  others. 

With  regard  to  the  state  of  my  mind;  I  lire  by  iUtb,  and 
am  thankful  I  have  that  to  live  on ;  and  if  I  enjoy  little,  I 
hope  a  blessing  rests  upon  that  little.  I  was  indisposed  last 
weel^,  but  a  messenger  brought  me  an  invitation  to  the 
funeral  of  Robert  Abbatt,  the  elder,  of  Preston;  and  I  found, 
npon  looking  at  it,  that  duty  required  me  to  go.  He  was 
buried  in  that  town,  where  never  was  a  Friend  interred 
before,  he  having  very  lately  contracted  for  a  piece  of 
ground  for  that  purpose.*  The  meeting  was  veiy  large, 
and  the  latter  part  of  it  solid,  weighty,  and  eminently 
favoured.  I  hope  it  was  a  meeting  of  memorable  use. 
niere  are  two  young  men  who  come  amongst  the  few 

«  A  burying-ground  for  the  Sode^  of  Friends. 
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Friends  in  that  place,  and  appear  sober  and  bopefid,  attend 
tbe  meetings,  first  and  week  dajr,  but  have  a  deal  to  bear 
from  their  relations ;  they  were  so  closely  watched,  the  night 
I  was  at  Preston,  that  Uiej  dnrst  not  come  to  conrerse  with 
me.  Thus,  the  Lord's  work  is  going  forward,  and  it  will 
prosper  in  bis  own  way  and  time,  notwithstanding  erery 
discouragement,  arising  ftom  within  and  without.  Several 
are  conyinced  at  Bolton,  some  of  whom  have  joined  in 
society  with  Friends ;  and  I  hope  the  Trnth  gains  ground 
in  those  parts,  though  too  many  of  the  children  of  Abraham 
revolt  deeply,  and  may  be  thrown  aside  as  useless,  or  unmeet 
for  the  great  work  of  refermalion. 

1  have  received  a  letter  from  my  brother;  there  are  two 
ehrennstanees  mentioned  in  it,  which  are  interesting  to  my 
affections: — our  sister^s  indisposition,  which  had  been 
severe^  but  was  abated ;  the  other  taJie  in  his  own  words; — 

Our  worthy,  steady  friend,  John  Hayward,  is  now  no 

more:  he  departed  this  life  last  night,  at  Flalstow,  after  a 
**slow,  and  somewhat  painful  illness  of  someweeloi;  lam 
"  just  come  from  thence  this  evening,  and  thought  it  would 
"  be  proper  to  tell  thee  that  our  frtthei's  friend,  and  ours, 

retuned  bis  senses  and  integrity  to  the  last  FUl  of  love, 
^  frdl  of  hope,  and  satisfied  that  bis  work  was  done,  and 
**  his  house  in  order.**  Thus,  dear  friend,  are  we  gradually 
deprived  of  the  company  of  faithful  elders.  Ob  may  we 
silently  and  solemnly  prostrate  ourselves  daily  before  the 
Preserver  of  men,  that  if  old  age  be  allotted  us,  it  may  be 
dignified  with  that  steady,  uniform,  virtue,  which  hath 
rendered  to  some  the  latest  hours  of  life  the  best.  With 
this  sentiment  fi^esh  on  my  spirit,  I  conclude,  with  the  assur- 
ance of  constant  affection,  in  which  my  wife  concurs. 

S.  F. 
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SAHtEL  FOTUEROILL  TO  ISRAEL  AND  MARY  PEMBERTOM. 

WairiDgtoD,  3rd  Mo^  14Ui,  1763. 

In  a  fresh  sense  of  undiminished  friendship,  I  affec- 
tionately salute  you,  with  strong  and  fervent  wishes  for  your 
Btability  and  increase  in  every  substantial  good  ;  lliaL  you 
may  be  replenished  with  that  peace,  and  iVuitioii  of  heavenly 
good,  which  in  all  ages  have  been  the  stay  and  strength  of 
the  faithful.  The  means  conducive  to  this  end  have  been 
clearly  exhibited  to  you  in  varimis  exju^riencc,  in  which, 
by  the  permission  of  our  I'aLhcr  who  is  lu  heaven,  yuu  hav  e 
been  repeatedly  exercised.  I  see  a  great  deal  of  instruction 
in  the  words, — "  If  ye  know  these  things,  happy  are  ye  if  ye 
do  thtm."  To  know  the  counsel  of  the  Lord,  is  rendered 
au  essential  blessing  only  in  proportion  to  our  fidelily  in 
correspondent  practice;  the  simplicity  of  obedience  is  our 
best  covering,  and  will  stand  us  in  stead,  when  extensive 
knowledge  and  quickness  of  apprehension  in  unpractised 
truths  will  only  pierce  the  hand  that  grasps  at  them,  as  the 
principal  dependence  and  treasure. 

Dear  friends,  I  am  often  present  in  spirit  with  you,  I 
rejoice  in  every  genuine  joy  you  possess,  and  I  sympathise 
with  you  iu  whatever  afflictive  scene  opens  to  you,  and  to 
nothing  better  can  I  recouum  nd  you  than  a  patient,  quiet, 
steady  attention  to  Him  \s  hu  forms  day  and  night,  directs 
the  alternation  <•!  tlic  seasons,  and  holds  in  his  hand  every 
wind  that  can  possibly  blow  on  tlie  dwellings  of  men.  I 
feel  for  your  children  that  anxious;  concern  which  attonds 
a  solicitude  for  the  preservation  ot  those  who  are  ranked  iu 
ihc  near  relation  of  most  tender  friends;  they  are  now  grown 
up  to  mature  years,  they  have  had  many  oppurtuniti^  of 
knowing  wherein  the  durable  riches  consist. 

And  you,  beloved  young  people,  descendants  of  such  as 
have  been  zealuiis  for  the  I/ord's  can'je,  !  beseech  you  be 
ye  helpers  of  their  joy,  strengthen  their  hands  to  labour,  by 
evidencing  to  the  world  the  influence  of  their  example  and 
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inatniction  id  yoanelves,  who  aie  allied  to  them  by  the 
tenderest  connexion.  For  it  is  a  monmlul  circunutaDce 
when  the  Lord's  servants  ate  enfeebled  by  the  transgreaslons 
of  th^  own  house^  and  that  any  children  ahoiild  call  their 
parents  fook,  by  acting  contraiy  to  their  tender,  affectionate 
ad?tce^  and  parental  authority. 

My  friendship  for  you  is  not  trandent,  not  warm  only 
while  I  am  writing  to  you,  it  often  animates  my  mind  when 
I  have  neither  opportunity  nor  capacity  to  tell  you  so. 

I  am  not  idle,  some  employment  or  other  often  ofos;  I 
only  beg  preservation  as  an  individual,  and  help  to  fill  up 
my  duty.  I  have  been  a  laborious  journey  through  Ireland,  to 
my  own  peace ;  immediately  on  my  return,  I  was  seized  with 
an  indi^Misitioo ;  it  ccmtinued  some  weeks;  I  recovered  my 
health ;  my  wife  was  taken  very  ill,  and  for  some  time  immi- 
nent danger  attended,  but  she  is  through  mercy  recovered. 
I  would  not  be  further  tedious,  I  love  you  with  great 
sincerity,  and  should  be  glad  to  find  I  am  remembered  by 
you  in  the  same  tender  afibotion.  Our  mutual  friend,  John 
Stevenson,  is  sittiDg  by  me,  I  tell  him  I  am  writing  to  you, 
he  desires  to  be  affectionately  remembered  to  you  and  your 
children.  Farewell,  and  be  assured  I  am  your  constant, 
cordial  friend, 

S.  F. 

In  the  third  niontli,  1763,  he  obtained  the  certificate  of 
the  Monthly  Meeting  to  jiay  a  religious  visit  to  Fri<  nd^  in 
Kssex,  and  some  of  the  eastern  connties;  and  in  the  eleventh 
month  of  llie  same  year,  he  was  engaged  in  a  similar  bervice 
in  the  city  of  London,  and  some  neighbouring  places. 

SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  JOHN  GLRNEY. 

Warrington,  lldi  Mo.,  10th,  1763. 

I  am  sensible  my  silence  hath  borne  the  mark  of 
ingratitude  to  a  friend  to  whom  i  am  much  obliged,  and  for 
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whom  I  retain  the  wannest  senttmentB  of  aflection;  but 
frequent  arocations,  indispontion  of  hody^  and  feebleness  of 

mind  must  plead  my  excuse;  .thou  bast  very  frequently 

been  the  subject  of  my  cordial  remembrance,  and  tbe  sin- 
cerost  wishes  for  every  thing  prosperous  to  thee  and  thine 
accompany  that  remembrsnee. 

•  I  have  been  several  journeys  since  my  return  from  Norwich ; 
twice  into  Yorkshire,  and  in  some  adjacent  counties.  I 
oftentimes  feel  the  weight  and  burden  of  the  concern  for  the 
Churches  welfare,  and  rejoice  at  times  in  the  revival  of  the 
same  concern  on  divers  minds  :  may  all  such,  to  whom  the 
interests  of  our  Zion  arc  precious,  ever  keep  under  the  influ- 
ence of  that  Hand  wliicli  can  alone  preserve  individuals 
alive  and  vigorous,  and  render  useful  for  general  edification. 
It  is  a  singular  favour  to  dwell  near  the  Fountain  of  wisdom, 
and  uiulcr  the  sense  of  the  support  of  all-powerful  Goodness; 
In'  ihis  means,  the  good  report  which  attended  the  faiihlul 
elders  was  obtained,  and  the  durable  riches  of  holy  peace 
crowned  their  life  and  death ;  their  faith,  patience,  and 
victory  are  inciting  exaiii})lt  s  to  the  like-minded  of  tlie  pre- 
sent generation,  and  oh  that  our  lots  may  be  cast  in  tlyeir 
goodly  qiuu  t(  rs  1  I  see,  methinks  clearly,  the  extending  of 
an  uucbangeat)ie  virtu*  towards  many  amongst  us,  and  it 
prevails  so  far  as  to  excite  strong  desires  for  the  honour  of 
the  glorious  name  and  canine  r  too  few,  alas  1  so  follow  on  in 
the  most  holy  path  as  to  grow  up  to  that  degree  of  perfection 
in  labour  and  understanding,  that  lies  before  us  as  the 
standard  of  religious  growth.  May  thou  and  I,  dear  John, 
follow  on  to  know  tbe  Lord  with  full  purpose  of  heart,  that 
we  may  fill  up  the  duty  of  our  day,  and  enjoy  the  reward  of 
all  the  faithful.  I  am  made  often  to  remember,  it  is  by  the 
renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost  our  salvation  is  perfected. 
Neither  tradition,  former  experience,  the  most  indubitable 
conviction  of  tbe  nature  of  true  religion  seated  in  the  head, 
can  ever  effectually  complete  the  work  in  us  or  others ;  but 
the  renewed  daily  experience  of  redeeming,  enlarging  virtue^ 
to  build  us  up  to  His  praise  who  hath  gathered  us  in  measure 
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to  the  morning,  aud  to  the  advanced  light  of  a  blcsbed, 
heavenly  day. 

The  same  alTocLioijalc  sollclludL'  whicli  warms  and  engages 
my  mind  on  thy  account,  sLiungly  prevails  with  me  for  thy 
dear  wife,  accoiapanied  with  hope  for  her  preservation  and 
sure  establishment  in  divine  favour,  which  hath  not  failed 
her  in  many  bcsetmcnts  iu  time  past;  and  may  every  e^sen- 
iiai  iavour  from  Heaven  be  with  you  and  your's  for  ever. 

S.  F. 


8AMUEL  FOTH6BQ1LL  TO  UEORGE  UAARISON** 

Warrington,  1st  Mo.,  20th,  1764. 

The  agreeable  impreaaioDs  thj  sobriety^  and  I  hope 
religious  conduct,  made  upon  my  mind,  whilst  thou  was  at 
school  at  Penheth,  remain  with  me,  and  my  desires  are  very 
strong  that  they  may  erer  remain  upon  thee,  aa  the  means 
of  thy  happiness,  here  and  for  ever.  And  the  motions  of  true 
well-wishing  are  now  so  fresh  upon  my  mind,  as  to  induce 
me  to  give  thee  this  proof  of  my  affectionate  fnendship,  and 
earnest  desires  on  thy  account,  that  so  promising  a  morning 
may  rise  higher  and  higher  in  lustre,  to  the  full  completion 
of  His  glorious  purpose,  who  hath  remembered,  thee  with  a 
precious  visitation  from  on  high. 

We  live,  dear  George,  in  a  time  wherein  too  many  forget 
the  end  of  their  being,— to  glorily  God  on  earth,  and  be 
glorified  with  him  hereafter.  Vanity,  folly,  and  dis«pation 
captivate  the  minds  of  most;  oh  that  thou,  who  hast  seen 
into  a  more  exalted  end  of  thy  being,  may  be  preserved  from 
such  a  deplorable  state !  And  in  order  to  rgoice  in  this 
experience,  may  thy  mind  dwell  always  under  the  influence 
of  that  circumscribing  fear,  which  keeps  the  heart  clean, 

*  George  Harrison  was  a  native  of  Kendal,  resided  for  many 
years  iu  London,  and  died  at  Wandsworth  in  the  3id  Mo.,  1827, 
aged  80  years. 
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whereby  msdom  aod  knowledge  will  become  the  stabilitj  of 
thy  times.  Let  thy  heart  be  oflea  lifted  up  to  God  in  secret 
prayer  for  presenration,  and  keep  within  the  bounds  of  his 
revealed  will.  Beware  of  departing,  in  the  least,  from  that 
plainness,  watchiiilneBS,  and  simplicity  of  heart,  wbicli  oflen 
drew  my  mind  towards  thee  in  tender  love,  and  which,  I  am 
assured,  also  recommended  thee  to  heavenly  regard. 

I  understand  thou  goest  to  a  school  where  the  master  is  not 
a  member  of  our  Society,  nor  many,  if  any,  of  the  boys,  thy 
schoolfellows.  Very  serviceable  mayst  thou  be  in  thy  place, 
if  thou  art  so  subject  to  the  power  of  that  principle  of  giace 
and  truth  \vc  ])rofcss,  as  to  shew  forth  its  excellency  by  a 
good  conversation,  coupled  with  true  fear.  Tliis  may  be  the 
happy  means  of  affecting  other  youthful  minds  with  the 
remenibiaDce  of  their  Creator  in  their  youth  ;  thou  vvili  then 
be  rendered  a  happy  instrument  of  advancing  the  kingdom 
of  righteousness  on  earth,  and  enjoy  the  glorious  reward ; 
For  they  that  be  wise  shall  shine  as  the  brightness  of  the 
firmament,  and  they  that  turn  many  to  righteousness,  as  the 
8iars  for  ever  and  ever.  I  beseech  thee  be  careful  m  all  thy 
conduct;  have  a  care  how  thou  departs  away  in  things 
deemed  little.  The  boundaries  oi  innocence  once  passed,  it 
is  difficult  to  say  where  people  will  stop.  Daily  seek  after 
the  favour  of  the  Most  High;  let  a  morning  and  eveninpj 
sacrifice  arise  to  him  from  the  soul;  that,  being  grounded  and 
established  in  holy  certainty  of  his  presence,  neither  flattery 
nor  deribiou  may  ever  lead  thee  into  the  dark  paths  of  infi- 
delity ;  but  tliat  thou  mayst  ever  rejoice,  with  joy  unutterable 
and  full  of  glory,  in  the  knowledge  of  Him  iu  whom  thou 
hast  believed. 

I  greatly  tender  thy  welfare;  T  feel  for  thee  sensations 
stronger  than  nature  can  suggest ;  and  in  the  warmth  of  this 
best  love,  I  commend  tliee  to  the  protection  of  the  Preserver 
of  men.  1  earnestly  wish  thee  a  safe  hiding-place,  as  under 
the  hollow  of  His  hand,  and  a  hope  in  his  salvation  on  thy 
account  accompanies  my  wishes. 

S.  F. 
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SAMUEL  FOTHEBOUX  TO  JTAHEB  PBHBBRTON. 

London,  drd  Mo.,  28tb,  1764. 

Those  wann  sensalioDS  of  friendship  which  I  have 
eDtertained  for  thee,  I  with  pleasure  often  feel  reneired  in 
mj  mind,  and  afresh  at  this  time.  I  make  no  other  apology 
for  my  past  silence  than  this — a  variety  of  engagements 
hare  confined  me  Teiy  much  to  such  as  are  quite  necessary. 
The  last  winter  hath  been  a  state  of  confinement,  throng^  a 
tedioos  indisposition.  I  dedicated  the  first-finits  of  retnming 
health  to  this  city,  to  which  I  thooght  1  owed  a  ▼isit.  I 
have  been  here  three  weeks,  and  though  in  a  state  of  pre- 
carious health,  yet  upon  the  whole  satisfied  with  my  journey, 
belieiing,  when  I  have  done  what  I  can,  I  have  done  what 
I  ought 

I  cannot  but  deeply  interest  myself  in  whaterer  attends 
a  proTince  and  a  people,  to  whom  my  mind  is  often  united  in 
the  strong  ties  of  brotherly  union,  and  for  whom  I  feel  the 
warm  attachment  of  that  love,  which,  when  present  with  you, 
was  mutually  and  richly  shed  abroad  in  our  hearts.  There 
remun  amongst  yon  a  number  who  will  profit  by  these 
alarming  circumstances,  and  quicken  your  mind  to  a  frequent 
recourse  to  the  strong  Tower  of  all  the  righteous ;  a  number 
who  considered  it  their  alone  safety  in  days  of  prosperity, 
and  were  concerned  in  those  seasons  to  cleave  in  soul  to  the 
never-iailing  Good,  as  their  principal  riches ;  and  now,  in 
the  day  of  calamity  and  violent  commotion,  know  the  incsti- 
mable  value  of  the  Father  and  Friend  of  his  people  being  their 
stay  and  succoiu-.  Oh  that  more  of  the  minds  of  the  divinely 
visited  among  you  were  centered  in  the  calming  virtue,  and 
had  been  kept  out  of  the  hurries  and  bustle ;  surely  the 
canopy  of  salvation  would  have  eminently  overshadowed 
many,  and  they  would  not  now  have  been  left  to  dispersion, 
and  wandering  as  sheep  without  a  shepherd.  May  the 
hitherto  preserved  of  God  dwell  in  the  hiding-place  of  His 
power,  that  if  yel  the  skies  gather  more  blackucss,  and  the 
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tempest  break  fortli  with  redoubled  Tiolenee^  these  may  be 
kept  under  the  hollow  of  an  Omnipotent  hand,  nntil  the 
storm  be  overpast 

Some  reports  axe  eircidated  here,  that  there  hafh  appeared 
among  many  under  our  name,  with  you,  a  sorrowful  defeetkm 
from  our  reUgious  testimony,  by  taking  up  arms;  and  this  is 
affirmed  concerning  some,  for  whom  I  hoped  much  better 
things.  If  this  be  the  case,  it  will  be  an  additional  affliction. 
I  earnestly  wish  the  minds  of  the  living  may  be  influenced 
by  that  wisdom  which  is  ftom  above,  and  put  on  fervent 
charity  one  towards  another,  endeavouring  to  restore  in  the 
i^irit  of  love  end  meekness,  but  ever  mindful  of  that  testi> 
mony  to  the  Prince  of  Peace,  which  was  delivered  to  us  to 
maintain  to  the  world. 

Thine  affectionately, 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  HENRY  PORTSMOUTH.^ 

Warrington,  8th  Mo.,  16th,  1764. 

Since  our  first  acquaintance,  winch  is  now  of  many 
years'  standing,  tliou  hast  possessed  a  share  in  my  affectionate 
friendship,  and  a  hope  accompanied  my  earnest  desire  for 
thy  preservation  in  the  Truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus  to  a  happy 
conclusion.  Great  was  my  conceni,  therefore,  when  I  had 
a  manuscript  transmitted  to  me,  signed  by  thy  name,  and, 
as  I  am  since  fully  confirmed,  was  thy  performance ;  a 
manuscript  which  militated  against  a  material  and  funda* 
mental  testimony  received  amongst  us  as  a  people,  and 
which,  I  fully  believe,  is  of  divine  original ;  but,  inasmuch 
as  reasoning  and  argument  laid  not  the  foundation  of  our 
dissent,  but  the  secret  influence  of  the  pure,  holy  principle 
of  truth  and  righteousness,  it  is  not  in  my  mind  so  much  to 
attempt  a  refutation  of  thy  arguments,  as  to  endeavour  to 

*  Henry  PortiimouUi  died  at  Basingstoke,  lOtb  Mo.,  17tb,  1760, 
aged  77. 
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turn  tby  mind  to  that  which  fint  vinted  thy  soul,  and  diew 
thee  into  commanion  with  ns.  I  beseech  thee,  call  to  mind 
the  discoveries  and  impressions  made  in  the  days  of  tender 
inqmry  after  IVuth  and  peace  with  God  $  what  it  led  to,  and 
what  it  led  from;  and  diligently  esamine  whether  thou  hast 
hept  thy  first  loye ;  whether  the  spirit  of  this  world  hath  not 
entered,  and  allured  thee  from  that  holy,  circumscribed 
^rame  of  spirit,  in  which  we  can  alone  abide  in  safety,  and 
witness  the  salvation  of  God  to  be  as  walls  and  bulwarks 
abont  ns;  a  frequent,  impartial  icnitiny  of  this  kind  appears 
to  me  necessary  for  us  all,  lest,  having  ran  well  for  a  time,  we 
should  unhappily  miss  oui  way,  and  stumble  on  the  mountains 
of  error,  and  fall  to  rise  no  more ;  most  necessary,  therefore,  is 
the  advice,  Walk  in  the  light,**  thai  ye  may  become  chi]> 
dren  of  the  light,  and  of  the  day  of  God,  and  be  preserved 
through  the  jeopardies  of  time,  and  from  the  deceivableness 
of  unrighteousness,  to  a  hi^py  possession  of  that  crown  of 
life,  which  is  reserved  for  all  those  who  fight  the  good  fight, 
and  keep  the  faith.  If,  upon  a  most  serious  anticipation  of 
that  solemn  day,  when  every  secret  shall  be  disclosed,  and 
true  judgment  administered,  thou  findest  not  the  testimony 
of  divine  approbation  sealed  upon  thy  spirit,  in  this  dissent 
from  thy  former  friends,  I  entreat  thee,  by  eveiy  consideration 
which  happiness  in  time  or  in  eternity  can  suggest,  stand 
open  to  conviction ;  it  is  infinitely  better  to  retract  an  error, 
though  we  may  fall  into  the  hands,  or  under  the  censures,  of 
men,  than  to  persist  in  any  doctrine  or  practice  repugnant  to 
the  holy  Witness,  and  thereby  incur  divine  displeasure;  if 
we  fall  upon  the  stone,  which  is  a  stone  of  offence  to  the 
wisdom  of  this  world,  it  will  break  us  to  pieces ;  but  if  it  fall 
upon  us,  it  will  grind  us  to  powder.  Oh  may  thy  mind  be 
turned  to  the  light,  and  witness  the  searching  of  heart  fat 
the  divisions  of  Reuben,  that  natural  might,  and  streDgth, 
and  boasting  ezcdlence,  which  subtilly  spreads  itself  through 
the  incautioos  miod,  but  God  hath  determined,  that  in  his 
kingdom  and  work  it  never  shall  excel. 
When  I  was  last  in  London,  I  saw  a  long  Idler  from  thcc, 
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addresaed  to  Jacob  Hagen^  which  added  to  my  sorrow  on 
thy  account;  the  mtention  of  this  letter  seemed  to  be^  to 
inthnidate  Friends  from  dealing  with  snch  amongst  us  as 
renounce  the  testimony  we  were  raised  np  to  maintain.  I 
ever  wish  to  see  Iotc^  tendeniess,  and  long-soffering  exercised 
in  the  Society,  one  towards  another;  and,  as  far  as  in  my 
power,  have  endeavoured  to  promote  it,  that  that  which  is 
weak  may  not  be  tomed  out  of  the  way,  but  ralher  restored. 
Nevertheless,  there  is  a  necessity  for  a  steady  regard  to  be 
paid  to  the  prime  ends  of  our  being  raised  up  as  a  people, 
viz.,  the  supporting  a  testimony  to  the  coming  of  the  reign 
of  the  peaceable  Saviour,  whose  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world. 
Our  worthy  ancestors  received  this  testimony,  and  were 
called  to  bear  it;  and,  harmonizing  together  in  die  truths  of 
Christianity,  they  united  in  one  body,  being  of  one  heart, 
and  under  the  dominion  of  one  spirit  A  people  thus  formed 
for  the  Lord's  use,  in  carrying  on  the  work  of  glorious 
reformation  in  the  earth,  and  whose  testimony  contradicted 
the  received  maxims  of  the  world  and  its  policy,  had  to 
expect  the  opposition  and  suiiering  which  ensued,  first,  from 
the  powers  of  the  world,  which  raged  at  the  birth  of  the 
Ifan-child,  and  sought  to  swallow  him  up ;  but  He  who  had 
called  them  to  show  forth  his  salvation,  and  to  step  forward 
to  the  perfection  of  Christianity,  supported  them  under  cruel 
persecution,  to  his  own  praise,  and  the  promotion  of  his 
name  on  Murth.  The  second  and  most  painM  cause  of 
distress  and  sorrow,  was  the  apostacy  of  some,  who  kept  not 
their  habitations  in  the  light,  but,  departing  from  the  union 
of  the  spirit,  lost  their  places  in  the  body,  and  became  its 
most  invidious  opposers :  their  plea  was  liberty— their  design 
licentiousness,  to  introduce  confusion  and  anarchy,  and  sap 
the  foundation  on  which  our  union  stands,  and  rend  the 
seamless  garment  of  our  Lord  and  Master.  After  much 
waiting  and  tender  advice,  the  Church  testified  to  the  world, 
that  these  were  not  of  her.  No  injury  was  done  to  the 
person  or  persons  who  ceased  to  be  of  us,  by  disclaiujing 
our  essential  principles    it  was  justice  due  to  the  testimony 
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of  Truth,  and  to  the  Society,  to  declare  to  tbe  woiid  that 
these  first  forsooli  us,  and  not  we  them. 

Some  port  of  thine  to  Jacob  Hagen,  seems  to  render  it 
not  improper  to  liodicate  that  part  of  the  Society  thou  stjlest 
zealots,  from  any  imputation  of  endeaTOuring  to  lord  it  oTer 
their  brethren's  faith.  I  believe  many  of  those  Friends  in 
Philadelphia,  who^  precipitated  by  their  fear  in  time  of  great 
alann,  took  ap  arms,  will,  on  cool  leflectioo,  and  by  tender 
dealing,  be  brought  to  see  the  iuconsistency  of  their  oondact, 
and  fBtom  to  their  places  in  the  house  of  the  Fkinoe  of 
Peace;  and  I  doubt  not  the  tenderness  of  their  brethren 
towards  them.  Bat  great  is  the  difference  between  ihgae^ 
and  a  person  who  coolly  and  deliberately  fotsahea  the  testi- 
mony of  IVttth,  and  teaches,  as  far  as  he  can,  others  to  do 
so.  The  cause  is  not  ours — it  is  not  of  the  flesh,  nor  of 
the  will  of  the  flesh,  but  of  God;  the  longer  I  lire,  the 
cleaier  I  see  it,  and  it  is  a  testimony  which  will  gain  ground, 
and  yet  spread  more  and  more  amongst  mankind.  I  am 
convinced  of  it  as  a  most  certain  truth,  not  only  from  faith 
in  the  progress  of  the  spirit  and  power  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  towards  the  redemption  of  the  world,  and  beautifying 
the  place  of  his  feet,  but  eren  from  the  conversation  I  have 
had  with  some  of  eminent  stations  in  the  world.  A  person 
of  high  distinction  as  a  warrior  told  me  some  time  ago,  that 
though  he  was  a  soldier,  no  part  of  our  principles  was  more 
just  in  his  apprehension,  than  our  declining  war  in  every 
respect  He  said,  he  believed  the  day  would  come  when 
nation  should  not  lift  up  sword  against  nation,  and  when 
they  should  not  learn  war  any  more.  He  remarked,  that  so 
mighty  a  change  must  be  gradually  brought  about,  and  the 
morning  of  that  glorious  day  had  (he  believed)  dawned 
amongst  us  a  people.  Happy  are  they  who  alnde  in  their 
ranks  in  the  Lord's  service ;  they  will  mingle  at  length  with 
the  conquerors,  and  inherit  all  things. 

I  beseech  thee,  my  friend,  consider  things  deeply ;  if  ibou 
cease  to  be  one  of  us,  as  a  society  raised  fbr  the  purpose 
intimated  above,  why  shouldst  thou  endeavour  to  draw 
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otiiers  aitcr  ihee  Irom  the  Tjord's  cause  ?  a  work  whicli  on  a 
dying  bed  will  not  be  crowned  witii  peace.  Blame  not 
Friends  for  their  faithfulness  to  their  avowed  principles,  and 
steady  adherence  to  the  cause  of  God.  If  the  way  is  become 
too  strait  for  thee  to  walk  in,  censure  not  those  who  dare  not 
leave  it,  whatever  suffiBiing  may  arise^  from  the  power  c»f  this 
world,  or  the  defectum  of  such  amongst  as  from  whom  we 
hoped  better  things.  I  cannot  easily  omit  menUoning  how 
my  mind  was  struck  on  hearing  thy  name  read  in  the  corre- 
spondent book,  the  last  Yearly  Meeting,  as  a  correspondent 
ibr  Hampshire;  how  inconsistent  tins  is,  must  at  once 
appear  to  any  considerate  person.  What  advice  couldst 
thou  give  to  a  tender  Friend  in  distress  on  the  militia  law  } 
or  how  couldst  thou  represent  it,  if  necessary,  to  the  Meeting 
for  Sufferings  in  London,  when  thyself  hast  ceased  to  main- 
tain that  branch  of  onr  testimony  ?  Surely  thy  prudence  as 
a  man  will  suggest  the  propriety  of  having  thy  name  discon- 
tinued. The  bulk  of  this  letter  hath  greatly  exceeded  my 
intention ;  I  make  no  other  apology  than  my  true  love  fat 
thee  and  thy  frunily,  and  earnest  desires  for  thy  recoT^ 
and  restoration ;  and  this  rests  with  me  to  add,  that  nothing 
but  a  close  dwelling  with  the  Spirit  of  Judgment,  and  the 
holy  fire  which  refines  from  dross  and  tin,  can  prevent  thy 
farther  declension  and  deviation  from  the  way  to  the  king- 
dom of  rest.  Other  branches  of  our  religioos  testimony  will 
be  called  in  question  and  despised,  to  the  deep  woundmg  of 
thy  own  soul,  and  to  the  grief  of  thy  family  and  inends;  but 
the  cause  of  God,  and  his  holy,  eternal  IVuth,  will  remain 
unhurt  by  the  defection  of  those  who  forsake  him ;  for  the 
foundation  of  God  standeth  sure,  having  this  seal, — Hie 
Lord  knoweth  them  that  are  his.  I  am  thy  sincerely  wdl 
wishing  friend, 

8.  F. 

In  1764,  Samuel  FothergiU  was  engaged  in  a  general 
visit  to  the  meetings  of  Friends  in  Scotland;  in  which  he 
was  accompanied  by  Isaac  V^son.  This  visit  was  not,  like 
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that  to  Ireland  Iwa  jreaiB  previously,  by  appointment  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting,  yet  it  was  somewhat  of  the  same  character, 
bdng  to  inqnire  into  the  state  of  the  Society,  and  also  in  the 
present  case  to  endearonr  to  improTo  and  restore  the  disci* 
pline  in  that  conntiy,  which  was  at  thai  time  redaced  to  a 
very  low  state.  In  several  places,  the  Monthly  Meetings  had 
almost  ceased  to  be  held,  and  it  conld  not  be  ascertained 
who  were,  and  who  were  not,  entitled  to  membership  in  the 
Society.  This  lamentable  condition  oontinaed  for  abont 
twenty  years  after  this  period;  when,  in  1784,  the  late  John 
and  Elizabeth  Wigbam,  from  a  sense  of  religions  dnty,  went 
to  reside  in  Scotland ;  tiiis  tended  mnch  to  the  reviral  of  the 
Society  there :  some  other  ministers  were  about  the  same  time 
led  to  visit  this  nearly  desolate  part  of  the  heritage;  amongst 
these  were  George  DiUwyn  and  Henry  Tube,  who  visited 
Scotland  more  than  once  about  this  time;  John  Pemberton 
also  was  mnch  eogaged  in  that  nation.  Soon  after  this,  the 
discipline  was  in  good  measure  restored,  and  a  lew  solid 
Friends  were  raised  up  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  Society.* 

*  At  the  time  of  S.  FotbeigiU's  visits  the  meetings  for  discipline 

in  Scotland  were. 

First,  the  Yearly  and  Quarterly  Meeting  of  Aberdeen,  consistincf 
of  three  Monthly  Aieetini^n^,  \i7.: — Aberdeen,  Kinmiick,  and  I  ne. 
With  Kinmuck  was  joined  the  lueetiiig  of  Old  Meidnun,  and 
with  Urie  that  of  Stonehaven. 

Second,  the  Yearly  and  Quarterly  Meeting  of  Edinburgh,  also 
comprising  three  Monthly  Meetings,  viz.*.  —  Edinburgh;  consisting 
of  the  particular  uiceLings  of  Edinburgh  and  Preston-] juu.s  ;  Glas- 
ford,  Hamilton,  and  Garthshore;  consisting  of  the  Meetings  of 
Glssfind,  Douglas,  Hsmillon,  Badcow,  aod  aftienirards  Glasgow : 
LesseDden ;  formed  of  Lessenden  and  Kelso  FMcular  Meetings. 

They  so  continaed  until  1786,  when  a  Sped&l  Epistte  was 
leoeived  Horn  the  Yeaily  Meeting  in  London,  con6rming  their 
heing  miited  nnder  the  name  of  the  Half-year's  Meeting  of  North 
Britain,  to  stand  in  the  same  podtion  as  the  Qoorteriy  Meetings 
in  England :  this  was  then  coodaded  opon,  and  the  fifst  of  such 
meetings,  afterwards  designated  t!i<>  General  Meeting  for  Scotland, 
was  held  at  AbeideeD,  in  the  lOtb  Mo.,  1786. 
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SAMUEL  FOTHBROILL  TO  HIS  BROTHER  JOHN. 

Old  Meldrum,  9th  Mo^  8th,  1764. 

 Wc  stayed  first  dd)-  at  Ediuburgh.  The 

meetings  there  are  composed  ui  a  very  few  of  our  Society, 
and  few,  very  few,  of  these  worthy  of  the  name.  Several 
came  in,  and  behaved  civilly i  the  state  of  the  meeting  is 
indeed  very  low,  but  I  need  not  particularize  that  place,  the 
state  of  the  Society  in  general  is  so,  though  1  trust  there  is 
a  little  reiiinant  prtsei  \  ed  living.  We  went  from  Edinburgh 
to  Stirling,  where  1  ajtjtointcd  a  meeting;  the  magistrates 
freely  granted  the  Tuw  n-hall,  and  mosUy  attended.  The 
meeting  was  to  f^ood  satisfaction,  being  favoured  with  the 
extension  ui  hcavenl}  ,  hunibhiig  virtue.  Wc  passed  tlirough 
Perth,  Dundee,  Montrose,  and  some  other  towns  of  less 
note,  to  Ury,  visiting  a  few  scattered,  poor  individuals,  where 
we  could  iind  tiicm,  but  had  no  concern  but  for  the  lost 
sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel. 

We  had  a  meeting  at  Ury  on  fifth  day  evening;  the 
particular  members  of  that  meeting  amount  to  about  thirteen 
or  fourteen.  A  sister  of  tin  late,  and  aunt  to  tlie  present 
Robert  Barclay,  ap})( us  a  steady,  solid  Friend.  He  is  very 
kind.  We  propose  to  be  here  to-morrow,  where  is  the 
largest  boily  of  Friends  in  Scotland. 

Our  visit  will,  I  believe,  be  peaceful  in  the  event  to  our- 
selves, comfortable  to  a  very  small  number,  and  a  pleasant 
amusement  to  divers  others,  who  would  avail  themselves  of 
Truth  being  exalted,  irom  motives  of  self-love.  The  prime 
end  of  our  visit,  the  re-establishraent  of  the  discipline,  and 
a  close  inspection  into  the  state  of  the  Society,  will  scarcely 
be  obtained.  The  Queries  are  sometimes  read  in  the  Quar- 
terly Meetings,  but  rarely,  if  ever,  considered  in  the  Monthly 
Meetings,  which  are  in  several  places  reduced  to  three  or 
four  persons;  but  each  having  separate  bequests  are  deter- 
mined against  any  junction,  and  for  the  same  reason  the 
two  Yearly  Meetings  are  determined  against  a  union,  which 
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we  have  urged  upon  them  as  much  as  prudence  admiitelh  ; 
for  I  would  not  exasperate,  by  pressing  too  vehemently  a 
matter  the  active  members  are  determined  against ;  for  I 
find  W.  M.  and  R.  B.  inflexibly  bent  against  uniting  the 
meetings. 

It  is  not  ligbt  to  complain  of  the  anxiety  our  prospects 
and  feelings  afibrd  ns  daily:  we  ought  to  accompany  the 
seed,  and  it  is  in  this  nation  much  depressed.  The  division 
amongst  the  PresbyteriaoB  is  great;  Seceders,  and  Seceders, 
and  Seceders  irom  them,  are  almost  daily  making  their 
appearance ;  I  sometimes  hope  this  is  a  previous  step  to  better 
times,  and  that  the  commotions  and  oTeitiinungs  may  be 
a  means  to  raise  a  sense  of  danger,  and  a  secret  cry  Ibr 
relief  to  Him  who  is  alone  able  to  afibrd  it.  How  happy 
the  lot  of  those  who  know  the  tried  foundation,  and  with 
diligence  and  watchfulness  wait  to  feel  themselves  esta- 
blished thereon.  May  it  be  our  continued  experience,  ontil 
the  time  come  that  we  shall  never  again  be  moved. 

My  companion,  Isaac  Wilson,  is  truly  accqptaUe  and 
helpfiU. 

S.  F. 


SAMUEL  FOTBEROILL  TO  HIB  SISTER. 

Warrington,  10th  Mo.,  I9th,  1764. 

I  have  no  conversation  which  funiishes  equal 
satisfection  wiUi  ihat  of  now  and  then  renewing  an  agreeable 
intercottise  with  fhee  and  dear  brother,  and  you  are  kind 
enough  to  accept  in  good  part  the  piooft  I  sometimes  give 
of  my  most  affectionate  remembrance.  My  lata  journey 
into  Scotland  hath  furnished  me  with  some  ezpenence^ 
and,  I  hope,  improvement.  I  went  in  great  weahness  and 
nmplicity;  I  seemed  prepared  for  distress  and  sorrowful 
sympathy ;  I  had  a  secret  hope  that  it  was  not  inconsistent 
with  Christian  charity  to  visit  the  small  remains  of  the 
Society  in  that  nation,  though  I  could  say  or  feel  little  of 
that  injunction  and  duty  which  I  have  often  felt  for  other 
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services,  bul  a  secret  draught  of  mind  hath  accouipametl  me 
for  some  time.  We  were  favoured  with  good  weather,  fine 
roads,  and  every  accommodation  necessary  j  and,  w  hat  is 
mure  to  be  valued,  with  the  presence  and  help  of  that 
Helper  who  alone  is  able  to  stay  and  succour,  under  the 
pressure  of  every  paiulul  circumstance.  May  a  deep  sense 
of  his  mercy,  and  my  constant  need  of  such  relief,  ever 
possess  my  inniflj  and  llion  I  have  grounds  of  hope  in  the 
descending  of  the  latter^  as  well  as  in  the  trembling  remem- 
brance of  the  former  rain.  The  state  of  the  Society  is  very 
low  in  that  kingdom ;  so  low  as  to  render  it  very  difficult 
to  see  how  to  labour  amongst  them,  with  regard  to  the 
re-establishment  of  discipline;  and  such  is  the  genius  of 
the  people,  that  the  overloading  or  overdriving  would  eflTec- 
tiially  defeat  the  intention  of  utir  visit.  We  have  had  divers 
opportunities  of  conference  willi  the  few  Friends  who  reuiaiii, 
and  hope  to  the  help  of  some  few  individuals;  the  eveut 
roust  be  left  to  the  Disposer  of  all. 

I  went  from  our  General  Meeting  at  Manchester  directly 
to  Kendal,  where  1  arrived  on  second  day  night,  and  found 
my  mind  engaged  to  stay  the  luneraJ  there  of  a  Friend,  not 
unknown  to  the  Doctor  and  me,  when  at  Brigflatts  school. 
Isaac  Wilson  and  1  reached  Edinburgh  by  way  of  Carlisle, 
Langholm,  Hawick,  and  Selkirk.  On  first  day  we  were  at 
the  meetings  at  Edinburgh,  which  were  small  and  poor 
respecting  Friends,  but  pretty  many  others  came  in,  and 
we  were  favoured  ;  and  remark  ilily  SO  in  the  evening,  at  the 
burial  ground,  on  occasion  ol  the  interment  of  one  under 
our  name,  who  came  to  that  citv  a  few  days  before,  and  died 
suddenly.  Next  <]a\  w  e  went  to  Stirling,  and  had  a  large 
and  satisfactory  meeting  in  the  Court-house.  Isaac  Wilson 
and  T  then  proceeded  to  Dry,  where  we  had  a  small  meeting 
with  the  few  of  our  Society.  On  first  day,  went  by  Aber- 
deen to  Old  McUlrum,  calling  to  visit  some  odd  stragglers 
under  our  nam*  by  the  way.  At  Old  Meldrum  and  the 
neighbourluMid  in  the  largest  body  of  Friends  in  Scotland. 
We  had  some  close,  beneficial  opportunities  with  them,  and 
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left  them  with  the  powerful  evidence  of  having  done  what 
we  found  to  do.  On  onr  letoni,  we  had  a  rery  lai^e  meet^ 
ing  at  Aberdeen,  which  was  to  good  BaUa&ction.  Onr 
mutual  friend,  David  Barclay  was  with  us,  at  Vry  and 
Aberdeen.  He  treated  us  with  great  affisctioo,  and  was  the 
means  of  great  relief  to  my  mind  in  procuring  us  a  very  large 
meeting  at  Aberdeen.  1  attempted,  about  eighteen  years 
since,  to  see  the  inhabitants  of  that  city,  bat  none  would 
then  give  me  their  company.  With  close  travel  we  reached 
Edinburgh  on  the  fifth  day  evenings  and  stayed  over  the 
ensuing  first  day,  endeavouring  to  spend  our  time  not  remote 
from  the  intention  of  our  visit  We  had  a  meeting,  consisting 
of  the  members  of  our  Society^  to  good  satisfi^tion,  as  the 
result  of  faithful  labour,  though  afflicted  to  see  and  feel  the 
extremely  low  state  of  thbgs  amongst  them;  but,  <fatongh 
divme  &vonr,  the  tesdmony  was  exalted,  the  diirobedient 
warned,  and  the  little  which  remained  alive  encouraged. 
But  upon  that  city,  a  doud  of  dailmess  and  the  shadow  of 
death  seems  to  me  to  remain,  in  a  distinguishable  manner; 
and  I  think,  though  thdr  number  may  amount  to  near  thirty, 
there  is  scarcely  one  bound  in  heart  to  the  testimony.  We 
went  to  Glasgow,  where  we  had  a  large  open  meeting; 
many  principal  people  of  the  city  were  there,  and  T^th 
mercifully  owned  us.  We  met  with  much  civility  there; 
the  magistrates  treated  us  with  great  regard,  and  in  a  manner 
I  could  not  expect  Several  of  the  principal  people  ear- 
nestly requested  my  longer  stay,  as  they  alleged  they  knew 
nothing  of  Quakers  but  through  the  medium  of  misrepresen- 
tation, and  were  astonished  to  find  our  principles  so  different 
from  those  which  their  ministers  generally  ascribed  to  us. 
But  finding  our  minds  clear,  we  lefl  the  place,  and  went  to 
Edinburgh,  and  Guyle  Kirk,  and  so  to  Kelso,  where  we 
had  a  pretty  open  meeting,  amongst  a  few  worthless  people, 
under  our  name,  accompanied  by  a  few  of  other  Societies, 
who  seemed  nearer  the  kingdom.  On  seventh  day  we 
reached  Newcastle,  and  came  thence  to  Kendal. 

S.  F. 
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SAMUEL  FOTHEROILL  TO  HIS  BROTHER  AND  SISTER. 

WairiDgtoDi  Isi  Mo.,  1765. 

I  am,  througli  mercj,  in  good  health,  a  cold  excepted, 
which  I  got  in  our  arduotis  labour  of  visitiDg  famiHee;  it 
is  not  yery  trooblesoine,  except  when  I  write,  or  should 
Bleep.  I  am  content  with  this  indication  of  a  frail  taber- 
nacle, I  know  it  will  soon  moulder  to  its  original.  I  am 
thankfbl  the  loins  of  my  mind  are  girded  up,  at  least 
strongly  to  wiih  to  run  the  race  successfully,  and  finish  in 
peace.  I  look  towards  a  release  from  temporal  concerns 
with  increasing  ease;  I  helioYe  it  is  quite  right  I  should 
dress  my  wings,  to  take  my  flight  to  the  land  of  peace, 
through  those  paths  of  light  which  may  be  assigned,  but 
not  yet  clearly  unfolded. 

S.  F. 

About  this  time,  S.  Fothergill  retired  from  business  alto- 
gether. His  trade  was  that  of  a  tea-dealer,  with  which  he 
combined  some  other  articles;  and  he  had  occasionally 
mercantile  transactions  with  America,  sending  out  thither 
manufactured  goods,  and  importing  the  produce  of  that 
countiy. 

DOCTOR  FOTHERGILL  TO  SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL. 

Lea  Hall,  6th  Mo.,  28th,  1 765. 

............  I  am  thankful,  repeatedly  thankful,  for  this 

recess;  it  was  not  of  my  own  contriving  nor  willing;  but  I 
esteem  it  as  I  ought,  a  favourable  prospect  of  escaping  by 
degrees  from  labour  next  to  oppression.  Much  I  owe  to 
the  public,  and  honestly  have  I  endeavoured  to  repay  the 
obUgation.  May  they  never  want  persons  better  qualified 
than  myself  to  serve  them.  To  me  the  world  has  not 
frowned;  I  courted  not  its  favours,  nor  feared  the  reverse. 
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It  is  time,  however,  to  think  of  getting  into  port,  and  u 
wind  aerreB,  I  hope  to  make  use  of  it  for  the  beet  of  pur- 
poses— security* 

1.  F. 

Lea  Hall,  whence  the  foregoing  letter  is  dated,  is  about 
three  miles  from  Middlewich :  it  was  occupied  by  Dr. 
Fothergill  for  several  years.  His  object  and  wish^  in  thus 
occasionally  secluding  himself,  he  states  in  a  letter  to  his 
brother  Samuel,  written  in  1764. 

A  desire  has  of  late  arisen  in  my  mind  to  retreat  for  a 
few  months  next  summer,  into  Cheshire,  and  some  part  of 
the  county  not  far  from  Middlewich  appeared  suitable;  I 
wish  by  a  few  months'  recess  to  get  some  time  to  breathe, 
and  to  let  the  dependence  that  many  have  upon  me  here 
gradually  die  away,  rather  than  break  it  off  abruptly.  I 
can  only  look  for  (^likjI  in  a  place  where  I  have  no  acquaint- 
ance, yet  not  too  lUi  from  those  I  most  love.  If  we  can 
procure  some  rcbijec table  abode,  not  far  from  a  meeting,  in 
a  situation  not  unheahhy,  nor  very  populous,  where  there 
is  room  comfortably  to  accommodate  my  sister,  myself,  and 
four  or  five  servants,  with  a  bed  or  two  for  our  friends,  I 
shall  be  satisfied.  In  this  part,  there  is  the  forest  (of  Dcla- 
mere)  on  one  side,  which  is  but  thinly  inhabited,  and  there 
is  a  meeting,  and  I  can  see  you  all  occasionally.** 

In  pursuance  of  this  plan.  Lea  Hall  was  engaged,  and 
here,  with  his  sister,  and  frequenlly  other  relations  and 
friends,  he  was  accustomed  to  pass  a  part  of  every  summer, 
for  several  years;  enjoying,  in  this  retreat,  a  season  of  needful 
repose  from  the  fatigues  of  his  profession.  In  this  retire* 
ment  he  had  an  opportunity,  which  his  incessant  engage- 
ments  in  London  did  not  afford,  of  indulging  in  the  pursuit 
of  science,  and  more  particularly  in  the  study  of  Natural 
History,  and  Botany ;  to  these  he  was  much  attached,  and 
in  various  ways  a  munificent  promoter  of  them.  The  place, 
though  much  gone  to  decay,  still  bears,  in  its  ancient 
garden,  marks  of  his  love  of,  and  taste  in  planting. 
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One  daj  In  each  week  he  attended  at  the  neighbouring 
town  of  Mlddlewiehy  to  giro  gratnitoos  adnee  to  the  poor. 

SAMUEL  FOlHEilGILL  TO  ISRA£L  PEMBERTON. 

Warrington,  ISOi  Mo.,  10th,  IXes. 

My  correspondence  on  youv  side  the  water  is  almost 
dropt,  ou  iiig  priucijuillv  lu  my  incapacity  of  sustaining  it  as 
I  could  wish  sometimes,  for  I  am  sure  I  often  feel  the  same 
animated  lo\  t  ot  the  brethren  extend  itself  towards  the  chil- 
dren of  the  FaLlier's  family,  which  was,  often  my  ciuwii  of 
rejoicing  when  amongst  you.  But  as  my  engagements  and 
labour  become  various  and  diffusive,  my  mind  necessarily 
admits  of  various  objects  of  solicitude,  and  the  individual  is 
swallowed  up  in  the  geiicral.  Thus  T  feel  myself  frequently, 
and  am  obliged  to  postpone  tlic  cilices  ol  private  friendship, 
to  the  more  urp:ent  obligations  of  general  duty.  I  would  not 
have  made  so  long  an  apology  for  my  silence,  had  it  not 
been  the  true  state  of  my  mind,  and  to  remove  any  appre- 
hensions of  forgetfulness  or  neglect  of  a  person  and  family 
I  remember  with  great  affection,  and  for  every  branch  whereof 
my  spirit  ardently  wishes  every  happiness.  Dear  friend,  we 
are  not  strangers  to  tlie  commotions  of  your  land,  the  re^  1 1 
whereof  hath  reached  our  ears,  yea,  and  many  of  our  hearts, 
whereby  deep  inward  sympathy,  as  becomes  brethren,  has 
been  raised,  and  a  secret  strong  travail  before  the  Lord  of 
the  whole  earth,  for  the  preservation  of  his  family  in  this 
dispensation  of  the  hour  and  power  of  darkness,  which  has 
come  upon  many  amongst  you,  and  is  endeavouring  to  intro- 
duce ruin,  and  desolation,  and  every  evil  work.  Tn  such  a 
season  as  this,  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  stand  TKulcr;  the 
contiicliiit;  i)o\v{  is  of  light  and  darkness,  according  to  their 
prevalence,  enlist  the  spirits  of  the  people  under  their  respec- 
tive banners ;  some  to  endeavour  to  build  up  and  repair  the 
breaches,  and  to  be  bound  in  heart  to  the  holy  testimony, 
and  earnestly  contend  for  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the 
saints.   Now  saith  my  aoviH,    Peace  be  to  thee,  O  Zion, 
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and  peace  to  ihine  helpers ;  and  may  these  evermoie  lemem- 
ber«  it  is  Ibe  Lamb  and  bis  followers  whicb  sball  hare  the 
nctory."  Though  this  expression  may  have  become  trite  by 
ireqaent  repetition,  yet  it  is  a  great,  instnictive^  and  important 
truth.   Neither  the  most  ardent  seal  of  the  cherub  or  the 
seraph,  nor  the  sagacity  of  the  Uving  creatnre,  though  full 
of  eyes  before  and  behind,  nor  the  strength  of  the  lion,  can 
oTercome,  unless  the  meekness,  gentleness,  and  patience  of 
the  Lamb,  sufbrtng,  yea,  slain,  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world,  have  the  ascendancy,  and  be  diflused  through  all  our 
labour.   A  vivacity  of  mind  which  is  natural,  and  a  solid* 
tude  of  mind  for  the  cause  of  Truth  which  is  from  a  higher 
source,  are,  I  believe,  distinguishedly  possessed  by  us  both, 
aud  I  feel,  for  myself,  the  absolute  necessity  of  deep  attention 
to  His  direction  who  has  engaged  me  in  his  service,  in  order 
to  cxpLritjncu  liim  to  put  forlli,  lia\  iiig  reduced  the  crcaturely 
pari  inio  a  humble  dcpcndcucc  upi»n  lliiii,  whose  is  the 
power  and  iIjc  wisdom.    We  are  now,  my  friend,  arrived  at 
a  date  of  life,  when  the  Jiertv  which  attends  youth  may,  by 
the  laws  of  nature,  be  supposed  to  abate,  and  cool,  delibera- 
tive wisdom,  confirmed  by  experience  and  long  observation, 
lake  its  place ;  and  1  hope  we  have  not  so  lived  and  laboured, 
as  to  be  destitute  of  a  portion  of  divine  u  isdom,  to  correct 
the  mistak(  s  and  inadvertencies  into  which  we  may  have  hur- 
ried in  past  time,  which  I  acknowledge  with  regard  to  myself 
have  been  various.     Ob  that  uur  mimls  ni;iy  suliicienlly 
cleave  unto  that  Hand  of  power,  whicli  will  cilectually  con- 
vert us  from  every  error,  in  judgment  and  practice,  and  then 
properly  enable  us  to  strengthen  our  bretlucu.    Dear  friend, 
J  beseech  tliec,  by  the  mercies  of  God,  (whereof  thou  hast 
largely  ])artaken,)  abide  in  the  quiet  habitation,  whose  safety 
and  beauty  thou  hast  often  beheld,  and  desired  thy  porliua 
iu  it.     Let  neither  the  commotions  w  ithout,  nor  defection 
within,  carry  thee  away  from  the  quiel  rest ;  a  greater  degree 
of  fitness  and  wisdom  to  act  rightly,  when  necessary  iu  lioth, 
will  be  hereby  attained.    T  feel  inexpressibly  a  sympathy  of 
spirit  with  Friends  in  your  parts  \  the  faithful  and  unfaithful 
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aie  the  compatiioDB  of  mj  mind  almost  incmantly ;  to  tbie 
fotmer,  I  wish  that  wisdom  and  knowledge  may  become 
the  stability  of  their  times;  for  the  latter,  that,  through  the 
prudence,  patience,  tender  compassion,  and  steadiness  of  the 
faithful,  thej  may  be  restored  upon  the  proper  foundation, 
and  the  holy  testimony  preserved  inviolate.  I  hare  need  to 
apologize  for  my  freedom  in  thus  expressing  the  feelings  and 
ardent  wishes  of  my  mind  towards  thee,  for  whom  I  retain 
the  longings  of  heart  that  friendship  of  the  highest  kind 
inspires ;  a  similarity  of  natural  disposition  begets  a  peculiar 
attention,  united  in  wishes  for  the  prosperity  of  the  great 
and  mighty  cause  of  religion  and  virtue.  May  we  both  se^ 
the  only  means  to  obtain  our  wishes,  and  never  be  the  means 
of  defeating,  by  our  haste  or  imprudence,  the  end  we  pro- 
fessedly and  really  aim  at.  With  a  heart  replenished  .with 
near  afiiMstion  and  sympathy,  I  remember,  and  oAen  in  spirit 
visit,  thy  dear  wife,  my  beloved  Mend ;  I  have  often  essayed 
to  write  to  her,  but  my  feelings  baffled  expression.  Heavm's 
peculiar  favourites  are  often  the  most  tried,  thai  they  may 
be  rendered  perfect,  lacking  nothing,  and  shining  examples 
of  every  Christian  virtue  to  others.  Salute  her  in  my  name, 
and  assure  her  of  my  tender  and  affectionate  sympathy  and 
remembrance.  As  to  my  health,  it  has  for  divers  years  been 
precarious ;  something  of  a  gouty  nature,  but  not  the  disorder 
regularly.  I  have  been  confiucd  eleveu  weeks,  and  have 
scarcely  strength  to  walk  five  minutes ;  yet  I  am  slowly 
recovering,  but  very  feeble ;  this  has  been  the  labour  of 
almost  a  day,  my  haud  being  too  weak  to  write  many  liues 
at  once. 

SAMUEL  FOTUEUGILL  TO  HIS  BliOTUER  JOHN. 

Warrington,  ISth  Mo.,  I6th,  1765. 

 I  lately  rode  as  tar  as  Congleton,  to  the 

funeral  of  a  person  who  iiad  some  relation  to  the  Societ}', 
.  though  not  strictly  a  member  ^  the  journey  was  of  use  to  me^ 
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Ibf  I  timrdled  slowly.  I  wn  mach  fovoiirady  amongBt  a 
mullitiide  of  people^  of  raiious  faiila ;  and  hnmbly  thuikfiil 
I  am  for  eveiy  instance  of  meroiibl  regard  extended  to  mj 
own  spirit^  and  the  gracious  estendtngB  of  Heavenly  help  lo 
others.  I  feel  time  to  slide  away  apace;  little  of  it  seems 
before  me^  nntil  it  change  its  name  to  etenilty. 

I  am  now  just  retnmed  from  paying  the  last  solemn  act  of 
friendship  to  the  memoiy  and  remains  of  oar  mntoal  ralnable 
friendy  Joseph  Hobson,*  who  was  yesterday  inteired.  His 
death  was  occasioned  by  lying  ia  a  damp  bed  a  few  weeks 
ago.  A  very  great  number  attended  the  solemn  oecasiony 
and  the  Toice  of  the  people  proclaimed  Imn  a  valaabls^  good 
man;  I  never  saw  a  person  more  regretted;  the  eminent 
overshadowing  of  the  Father  of  spirits  gave  room  to  hope 
human  approbation  is  not  bis  sole  happiness.  I  have  heard 
also  of  the  decease  of  our  worthy  friend,  David  Conlsoo.  I 
need  not  enlarge  upon  ibis  breach  into  the  near  circle  of  our 
mutual  friends  and  acquaintance ;  neither,  indeed,  doth  the 
present  collected  state  of  my  mind  allow  of  much  expression  ; 
— I  feel  more  than  1  can  write,  and  the  bare  account  is  suflS- 
ciciU  to  awaken  aiid  quicken  every  proper  sentiment  and 
resolution  in  thy  inintl.  Others  will  soon,  very  soou,  write  the 
mournful  account  of  our  removal !  Oh  may  our  minds  receive 
the  proper  instruction,  and  be  renewed  in  necessary  assiduity, 
that  uur  example  and  close  may  be  happily  instructive.  May 
the  work  be  accomplished,  when  the  awful  summons  comes: 
I  hope  mv  whole  heart  is  renewedly  bent  in  fresh  ardour  to 
attain  this,  uuportant  and  most  interesting  ])rize.  The  situa- 
tion of  my  health  is  comfortable,  a  constant  soreness  and 
weakness  in  my  feet  excepted ;  however,  I  am  content  and 
thankful,  in  an  humbling  sense  that  best  health  is  renewed 
at  times;  and  I  wish  no  more,  here  nor  hereafter,  than 
Heavenly  regard. 

8.  F. 

«  Of  MacclMfidd. 
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SAMUEL  FOTHSBOILL  TO  JOflfiPH  BAKBK,  Jm., 
(cv  Wabbumimi.)* 

1766? 

A  degree  of  anxions  concern  for  thee  induces  me 
thus  to  address  thee,  and,  from  the  warmth  of  an  affectionate 
heart,  to  open  something  for  thy  cousideratioD,  to  which  thy 
teni])()ral  and  eternal  welfare  require  thj  attention.  Not- 
withstanding many  of  our  youth,  and  thyself  among  others, 
have  dts])ised  the  simplicity  of  a  plain  appearance,  like 
Friends,  yet  I  am  satisfied,  from  the  neglect  of  that  dis- 
tinction being  maintained,  they  and  thou  have  been  laid 
open  to  the  inducements  of  that  destroying  eiu my  who  hath 
great  power  over  the  inliabitants  of  the  earth,  and  then  have 
leaned  to  an  earthly  spirit.  Thou  Imst  fatally  fouucl  llw 
truth  of  this  remark:  If  thou  hadst  appeared  like  a  religious, 
sober  Friend,  those  companions  who  have  exceedingly 
wounded  thee  durst  not  have  attempted  to  frequent  thy 
company.  Thou  seest  Henry  Fothergili ;  his  conduct  and 
appearance  are  consistent  and  sober;  none  of  those  wicked 
young  men  dare  approach  him,  such  is  the  dignity  of  religion, 
and  its  sopmiority  over  vice  and  folly.  I  mention  him,  not 
irom  any  partial  regard  for  him  as  my  kinsman,  but  as  a 
person  I  have  had  frequent  opportunities  to  remark.  Xhou 
knowest  the  esteem  he  has  justly  obtained,  his  useftilness  in 
his  father's  family^  and  that  he  is  more  jostly  hononied  than 
I  think  any  young  man  in  town.  I  mention  him,  not  to 
upbraid  thee,  but  to  intreat  thee ;  bis  manners  are  yirtuonSy 
his  mind  serene  and  pcaccfut ;  the  contrary,  thy  own  cxpe* 
rience  will  tell  thee,  hath  been  thy  lot,  and  it  results  from  a 
conduct  opposite  to  his;  nevertheless,  I  am  persuaded  the 
regard  of  Divine  Providence  is  not  totally  withdrawn  from 
thee;  his  mercy  is  extended  to  recover  thee,  as  from  the 
gates  of  hell,  and  pluck  thee  as  a  brand  out  of  the  fire.  My 
concern  for  thee,  the  kind  reception  thou  hast  met  with  at 


*  He  died  at  Penketb,  2nd  Ma,  1809. 
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 f  and  tlie  dupositions  of  the  worthy  Mends  there  in 

receiving  thee,  are  to  me  proofs  of  the  interpoeition  of  a 
provideDtial  hand  yet  stretched  out  to  save;  and  these  things 
ought  to  be  humbly  maTvellouB  in  thy  eyes,  and  indnce  thee 
to  walk  answerably  to  the  favours  received.  I  earnestly  wish 
theo  to  abstain  from  any  company  that  maybe  improper; 
thy  resolutions  are  weak ;  the  poison  of  evil  company  very 
ruinous ;  if  thou  hast  no  other  inducement  to  alter  thy  dress, 
1  btscuch  ihcc  Lo  du  it,  to  keep  the  distinction  our  principles 
lead  to,  and  to  separate  thee  from  fools  Lind  /o]>.^ ;  at  the 
same  time  that,  Ijy  a  prudciiL  diiitincliun  in  Lhy  appearance, 
thou  scatterest  away  those  tliat  arc  the  banc  of  youth,  thou 
wilt  engagf  the  attention  of  those  whose  company  will  be 
profitable  and  honourable  to  thee. 

Thus,  dear  friend,  my  heart  longs  for  thee  and  for  thy  help, 
that  thou  mayest  improve  the  present  providential  allotment 
to  the  best  purpose,  that  it  may  be  of  lasting  advantage  lo 
thee.  It  \\\\\  be  good  for  thee  to  bear  the  yoke  in  thy  youth; 
if  thy  luind  be  rightly  subjected  to  it,  thou  mayest  have 
cause  to  say,  It  was  good  for  me  that  1  was  troubled.  I 
beseech  thee  often  to  read  the  Holy  Scriptures;  reraendxT 
the  prodigal  son,  and  imitate  his  penitent  example,  and  iIh- 
same  gracious  reception  firom  the  Everlasting  Father  will  be 
thy  portion.  With  what  joy  would  thy  anxious  |ku( nt,  thy 
affectionate  sister,  view  thee  reformed,  steady,  and  prudent; 
but  if  (which  God  forbid)  thou  shouldest  slight  this  provi- 
dential opportunity  of  retrieving  thyself,  and  relapse  into 
those  things  which  have  hitherto  ministered  much  to  thy 
hurt,  and  if  continued  in,  must  effect  thy  total  ruin,  how 
shall  I  meet  those  friends  to  whose  care  i  have  been  instru- 
mental in  committing  thee?  And  what  will  be  the  sentence 
from  despised  mercy  ?  I  am  shocked  at  the  mere  supposition; 
but  what  must  bt  the  suffering  of  such  a  state?  Dear 
Joseph,  wlrjt  sJiall  I  say  r  what  can  I  say,  that  will  tend  to 
thy  help.  I  n  it  earnestly  press  thee  to  seek  Him  who  is  mighty 
to  save,  and  to  whom  Jonali  cried  out  of  the  belly  of  hell? 
Cherish  every  impression  of  good  ^  place  thyself  frequently 
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befote  that  tremendoiu  1>ar,  to  which  thoa  art  hastening,  and 
bring  every  thought  and  action  to  judgment;  be  diHgent 
and  faithful  in  business,  but,  aboTO  all,  be  diligent  in  mshing 
prorision  for  tby  poor  soul.  FarewelL 

S.  K 


DOCTOR  FOTHERGILL  TO  HIS  BROTHER  SAMUEL. 

London,  6th  Mo.,  lOtb,  1766. 

The  iuclosed  is  from  the  Countess  of  Huntingdon, 
and  I  aj)j)rehend  it  relates  to  the  convincement  of  a  ijcrson 
higli  in  her  esteem,  and  a  kind  of  rceommcndatiou  of  her  to 
•      thy  notice.    1  am  iDformed  that  this  is  no  sudden  start,  but 
has  been  gradually  ripening  some  time.    The  Countess  saw 
her  friend  engaged,  and  went  with  her  to  the  meeting  the 
first  time  she  gave  up  to  join  the  Society.    This  circum- 
stance, I  mean  the  con\ mrcment  of  a  person  so  peculiarly 
situated,  will  nu  dimbt  ])»  come  the  subject  of  much  conver- 
sation, at  least  anion gsi  oui  stives,  and  I  ibink  we  ought,  as 
much  as  possible,  to  restrain  the  imprudent  amongst  us  firom 
acting  ini])iudently.    Thou  will  impart  this  to  nobody;  let 
the  accumit  spread  by  other  means,  not  by  our's :  it  is  a 
lesson  we  ought  to  profit  by,  not  to  amuse;  a  simjjle,  upright 
devotion  of  heart  to  do  the  will  of  Him,  whom  to  serve  is 
our  interest  and  happiness.    Great  example  !  let  us  follow 
it;  and  those  who  do  it  most,  will  say  the  least  about  it.— In 
dress,  in  conduct,  she  studies  simplicity ;  perhaps,  in  the 
guise  of  zeal,  an  enemy  may  steal  in,  but  the  integrity  of 
her  heart  will,  I  trust,  befriend  her.    I  know  her  not;  I 
know  some  of  her  family :  her  husband  allows  her  a  su£S- 
cient  support,  so  that  interest  has  no  share.    About  Bright- 
elmstone,  where  she  now  is,  there  are  a  large  number  of 
those  called  Methodists,  manj  of  whom  are  dissatisfied 
where  they  are;  if  tliey  follow  on  to  know,  whether  they 
join  us  or  not,  they  will  be  happy. 

We  were  glad  of  thy  safe  arrival  at  home,  and  receired 
thy  kind  intimations  with  the  affection  they  deserre.  If  they 
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produce  the  fraits  thou  wisfaes,  they  will  be  to  our  nmtual 
happiness,  and  our  own  peculiar  adTtntage.  Create  in  me 
a  right  spirit,  renew  a  clean  heart,  is  oft  my  wish ;  I  know 
these  arc  not  the  words  as  they  stand,  hai  I  want  to  Imow 

the  full  completion. 

When  I  till  ih>  c  that  this  is  written  after  the  incessant 
labniir  of  sev  enttcii  hours,  thou  wilt  readily  excuse  its  defects* 
and  tliiiik  me,  however  w  cak,  yet  not  wholly  without  a  claim 
to  the  title  of  thy  affectionate  brother, 

John  Fothbbuill. 

In  the  7tb  Month,  1766,  Saaanna  Fothergill  again  paid  a 
leligious  viflit  to  Scotland^  she  was  accompanied  by  Joseph 
Horwoody  of  Manchester,  also  a  minister.  Near  the  close  of 
the  year,  har  hnsband  was  engaged  on  a  religiotis  visit  to 
Friends  of  London.  Whilst  in  that  city,  he  was  seized  with 
an  illness  which  obliged  him  to  lelinqnish  his  engagement, 
and  retire  to  his  brother's  comitry  house  at  Upton ;  where, 
under  the  care  of  his  sister,  he  was  confined  for  some  time. 

8AAIU£L  FOTHEBGILL  TO  BIS  SISTER. 

Warrington,  10th  Mo.,  18th,  1766. 

I  have  been  to  Nottingham,  and  went  by  Man- 
chester, where  1  found  brother  Isaac  Crewdson  very  much 
indisposed,  and  every  symptom  of  approaching  dissolution, 
winch  ensued  last  first-day  night.  I  was  at  his  burial  on 
fourth  day ;  it  was  large,  and  the  opportunity  was  a  favoured 
one.  I  cannot  but  regret  his  loss,  though  I  fully  believe 
his  remoral  is  a  happy  exchange,  and  agreeabie  to  his 
own  last  intelligible  words,-^  To  rest,  to  rest,  for  evermoie.*' 
What  more  desirable,  my  dear  sister,  than  such  an  issne 
of  oar  pilgrimage !  May  our  minds  be  exerted  to  pusne 
this  glorious  mark,  with  a  diligence  proportioned  in  some 
degree  to  its  unspeakable  value.  The  circle  of  our  acquaint- 
ance is  almost  daily  invaded,  and  we,  also^  shall  soon  famish 
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the  opportunity  or  occasion  of  instruction,  now  almost  daily 

put  into  our  hands   How  safe  is  diffidence,  even 

if  obtained  through  chastisement  for  error  ! 

I  am,  through  mercy,  bravely,  my  hand  exccplcd,  which 
is  still  humetimes  weak,  and  ofLuii  pamlul,  but  I  am  content 
and  thankful.  I  have  more  good  tliau  1  have  merited,  and 
less  affliction  than  is  justly  due. 

You  are  returned  to  the  trammels  again,  I  believe  with 
reluctance;  you  can  taste  the  sweets  of  retirement  with 
pleasure,  and  dare  be  alone  with  yourselves.  I  hope  never 
to  result  in  indolence,  but  my  love  increases  to  solitude; 
not  that  I  dislike  converse  with  mankind,  but  I  am  very 
desirous  to  improve  it  with  something  I  at  times  feel  in 
my^cir.  The  silent,  solemn  step  of  lime  advanceth  fast,  and 
canies  us  aloug  with  it,  to  a  place  whence  there  is  no  return, 
to  do  or  undo.  May  it  become  our  chief  concern — nay,  I 
hope  it  is,  and  may  we  retain  it — to  have  our  accounts  in 
readiness ;  and  even  then,  mercy,  not  merit  of  ours,  must  be 
the  ground  of  our  hope  in  the  ordinance  of  peact  . 

 Lively  are  my  desires  for  all  our  «^afLLy  and  esta- 
blishment; desires  wherein  I  know  thou  joins  me,  with  an 
ardent  mind;  we  have  ground  of  hope  that  He  who  hath 
wrought  the  will,  will  also  enable  to  do,  as  we  cleave  to  him 
in  simplicity  and  uprightness.  But  how  much  goes  to  .con- 
stitute the  character  of  upright/  There  is  so  great  a  mystery 
of  iniquity  in  the  transfonnatioiis  of  seemingly  laudable  self, 
that  I  look  upon  it  as  the  crown  of  true  Christianity,  and 
to  exceed  all  the  beauty  of  visibles,  whether  respecting 
religion  or  this  world,  to  obtain  this  character. 

S.  F. 

SAiniBL  FOTHBRGILL  TO  CATHERINS  PATTON. 

Wairington,  3rd  Mo.,  25tb,  1767. 

With  thee^  my  dear  Friend  and  sister  in 
the  pure  Thiih,  I  am  more  sympathetically  united;  as 
my  own,  I  tender  (by  good,  and  presenration  through  the 
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▼arioos  vicissitudes  of  thy  passage,  wheiber  relatiTe  to  the 
temporal  or  spiritnal  probatioDS  wHieh  maj  be  assigned 
ihee,  in  either  relation.  Thou  hast  in  many  trials  found 
the  all-sofficiency  of  the  divine  Hand;  and  vre  have  nothing 
else  to  rely  upon,  equal  to  the  labour  of  the  day.  He  who 
rides  upon  the  wings  of  the  wind,  in  his  triumphant  glory, 
dwells  in  the  lowest  valley  of  humiliation^  and  is  there  more 
sensibly  experienced  to  sustain  in  every  stripping,  than 
distinctly  discovered  when  he  makes  the  clouds  his  chariot. 
I  have,  of  later  times,  been  very  deeply  exercised,  and  often 
in  the  most  stripped  poverty.  I  have,  as  yet,  seen  nothing 
clearly,  respecting  public  service  which  may  be  required, 
and  this  humbling  season  preparatory  to  it — but  so  it  is; 
and  may  ray  Heavenly  Father's  will  be  done,  and  issue  in 
a  still  more  enlarged  degree  of  sanctification,  though  I  wear 
sackcloth  on  my  loins  until  I  am  clothed  upon  from  heaven 
with  the  garments  of  immortality. 

  Ami  liow,  my  dear  liund,  m  the  sense  of  tlial 

condescending  goodness  which  hath  mercifully  favoured  us, 
in  calling  us  out  ol  dail  ness  into  his  marvellous  light,  and 
hath  joined  us  to  all  the  living,  and  been  as  our  song  and 
our  strength;  who  has  fed  us  with  food,  and  remembered 
us  in  tender  mercy,  —  my  spirit  salutes  thee  ;  with  canicisL 
breaUiing  for  our  preservation  and  increase  in  holiness  and 
sanctification,  that  He  who  iias  called  us  may  be  hououred 
by  us,  and  we,  finally,  honoured  with  him. 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTUfiRGiLL  TO  ISRAEL  PEMBERTON. 

Warrington,  4th  Mo.,  1st,  17G7. 

  My  affection  remains  undiminished.  I 

love  you  all  tenderly,  and  with  equal  solicitude  desire  your 
essential  happiness,  as  when  my  leisure  and  bent  of  mind 
allowed  me  more  frequent  opportunities  and  occasions  of 
telling  you  so.  My  health  hath  been  precarious,  or  rather 
below  that,  generally  impaired;  and  though  my  mental 
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faculties  may  not  be  much  affected,  the  corporeal  powers 
seem  not  likely  to  continue  to  advanced  years.  My  prin- 
cipal coniplumt  is  a  weakuess  and  pain  in  ray  right  hand  ; 
I  believe,  owing  to  a  fall  from  my  horee  several  years  ago. 
I  cannot  write  much  witlmul  respite,  and  this  often  breaks 
the  chain  of  sentiment  and  sensation,  which  I  ever  wish  to 
be  the  soul  of  my  correspondence.  For  though  I  am  often 
poor  and  debilitated,  both  in  body  and  spirit,  T  feci  an  ardent 
desire  to  be  preserved  alive  in  the  best  things.  My  affection 
for  Friends  in  Philadelphia  is  strong,  and  often  of  late  revives 
with  great  animation.  I  run  from  house  to  bouse  with 
sympathy ;  I  rejoice  with  the  few  who  can  properly  rejoice ; 
I  mourn  with  the  many  who  pensively  muse  on  the  roU 
written  within  and  withoot, — Mourning,  lamentaUon,  and 
woe !  What  further  respects  you  and  me  is  at  present 
behind  the  veil.  My  dear  wife  is  cheerful,  and  not  destitute 
of  best  health:  that  thine  bath  been  favoured  with  health, 
is  a  pleasing  account;  I  love  her  tenderly,  and  wish  the 
consummation  of  every  desire  she  forms  for  her  own  and 
others*  good.   Thine  in  undiminished  regard  and  affection, 

S.  F. 

DOCTOR  FOTHBRGILL  TO  HIS  BROTHER  SAMUEL. 

London,  12th  Mo.,  10th,  1767. 

 Samuel  Emieu  is  here ;  a  reputation  to  his 

country,  a  help  to  society,  the  pattern  of  innocence,  wisdom, 
and  biuiplicity. 

 I  hope  gradually  to  lessen  both  my  business  and 

all  otlui  incumbrances.  T  have  hrvu  jjicserved  through 
many  dangers,  and  my  life  mercifuiiy  prolonged  to  this  time  ; 
and  it  is  not  the  least  of  the  favours  that  I  have  to  acknow- 
ledge, that  I  am  kept,  in  a  degree,  alive  to  gratitude. 

 Do  not  regard  the  expense ;  at  our  time  of  life, 

two  years  of  exemption  from  great  inconveniences  are  not  to 
be  valued  at  a  low  rate.   Had  we  children  dependent  upon  * 
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US,  other  ooiulderalioiifl  might  justly  take  place.  In  Ibe  course 
of  FtovideDce,  it  is  so  ordered  that  we  have  dodo  to  look  up 
to  us,  and  call  us  Father — an  exemptioD  from  nomberless 
anxieties.  It  is,  then,  but  justice  that  we  use  the  favours  of 
Frovidence  granted  to  us,  whether  the  fruits  of  our  own 
industry,  or,  by  a  more  special  favour,  of  easy  inheritance,  to 
the  pi  npcr  purposes  —  for  our  own  acconinioclalion  according 
to  the  staliun  in  which  we  are  placid,  the  benefit  of  the 
community  in  general,  and  of  our  brethren  in  particular. 

I.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTHBROILL  TO  SAMUEL  EMLBN. 

WaniDgton,  2Dd  Mo.»  lst»  1768. 

Thy  acceptable  favour  of  the  19th  of  last  month 
came  safe  to  hand  in  course,  and  I  had  sooner  acknowledged 
it,  had  not  an  event,  daily  expected  for  two  weeks,  suspended 
my  writing  till  I  saw  the  issue.  Our  worthy  friend  and 
kinsman,  QUbert  Hiompson,  hath  been  in  a  declining  state 
for  some  time,  and  of  late  seemed  to  decay  so  very  fast  as  to 
call  in  question  his  surviving  for  one  day.  He  finished  his 
course  about  midnight,  last  6th  day,  and  is  to  be  interred 
to-morrow.  I  have  often  been  wiUi  him  to  my  humbling 
instruction ;  for  some  time  his  journeying  was  in  the  region 
of  the  shadow  of  death.  I  have  sate  by  him,  accompanied 
his  spirit  under  the  load  of  death,  and  the  heavens  as  brass, 
sensible  of  deep  distress,  but  seemingly  excluded  from  good: 
this  led  to  deep  searcliing  of  heart,  even,  as  he  said,  of  holes 
and  of  corners  he  had  not  suspected  :  he  saw  that  he  liad 
been  short  in  the  performance  of  that  service  Truth  would 
have  led  him  into,  had  he  been  fully  dedicated  in  heart  to 
know  and  lo  do  his  Ma8ter*s  will;  but  adorable  condescen- 
sion visited  afresh,  revived  a  degree  of  ho])(\  fed  iam  with 
a  little  bread  when  nigh  to  faint,  and  caused  a  part  of  that 
crystal  stream,  which  is  the  satisfaction  and  consi)laLion  of 
the  whole  city  of  God,  to  arise  in  his  soul,  and  it  increased 
from  time  to  time,  until  it  became  like  the  water  Ezekiel 
saw  issuing  out  from  the  threshold,  in  time  a  river  to  swim 
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in,  a  rirertbat  cannot  be  passed.  The  holy  canopy  was  ofteu 
over  our  spirits  when  I  visited  him,  which  1  often  did  to  my 
comfort :  I  never,  ray  dear  friend,  so  fullj  understood  the  force 
of  the  expression,  If  the  righteous  scarcely  are  saved — the 
applause  and  esteem  of  judicious  and  injadicious,  regularity 
of  conduct^  bis  arrival  at  Bethel^  the  remembrance  of  many 
bedewing  seasons,  all  proved  insufficient  for  his  repose,  and 
were  amongst  tbe  beavens  tbat  might  be  shaken,  and  must 
be  removed^  tbat  thai  wbicb  cannot  be  shaken  may  remain. 

He  languished  long,  in  much  pain ;  great  was  the  conflict 
previous  to  tbe  separation  of  body  and  soul,  and  it  feelingly 
opened  to  my  mind^  with  tbe  conviction  of  an  audible  voice, 
had  his  spirit  been  more  disentangled  from  the  love  of  lawful 
things,  his  warfare  would  have  been  sooner  accomplished, 
the  fetters  of  mortality  more  easily  broken,  and  his  spirit 
would  sooner  bare  risen  triumphant  over  death,  hell,  and 
the  grave^  and  on  the  wings  of  seraphic  love  ascended,  with 
holy  ease,  to  the  realms  of  purity,  peace,  and  love.  But  all 
is  well — he  is  admitted  to  peace,  and,  through  hit  deep 
wadings,  instruction  is  given  to  us,  with  diligence,  yea  with 
all  diligence,  to  fill  up  the  measure  of  revealed  duty,  and  Co 
stand  on  the  watch  for  further  discoveries,  what  is  the  will 
of  the  Lord  our  God  respecting  us.  I  may  have  been  too 
prolix  on  llie  subject — but  oli  !  —  my  heart  is  full  —  fuller 
than  to  obtain  adequate  vent  by  my  pen. 

I  heard  of  thy  being  in  London;  il  gave  me  pleasure j 
may  the  liord  preserve  thee  to  the  end,  in  powerftilly  pre- 
serving siiii]>licity,  and  direct  all  thy  steps  to  peace.  I  cannot 
at  present  set  thee  at  liberty  to  leave  England ;  I  feel  some- 
thing that  desires  thy  longer  stay,  and  I  think  it  is  something 
more  weighty  than  the  mere  dictates  of  natural  affection.  I 
have  little  prospect  of  much  absence  during  this  or  the  next 
month;  I  believe  it  would  tend  to  the  confirmation  of  my 
health,  now  through  mercy  pretty  well  restored,  cotdd  I 
spare  two  or  three  weel<s  to  stay  at  Bristol  ;  but  much 
rests  upon  mo  by  the  removal  of  Gilbert  Thon)])soii.  Mis 
place,  as  Clerk  of  the  Monthly  Meeting,  devolves  on  Henry 
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Folbergill,  who,  I  hope,  grows  iu  the  best  thiugs,  and  will 
come  up  in  service.    Oh,  that  I  could  have  the  same  hope 

ior  his  often«visited  anrl  highly  favoured  sister  S  ! 

Need  T  add,  T  should  be  rejoiced  to  see  thee  here,  as  soon 
as  is  easy  to  thyself;  here  is  some  work  to  do;  we  have  ia 
prospect  a  visit  to  Friends  in  their  families. 

S.  F. 

Gilbert  Thompson,  whose  last  days  are,  iu  the  preceding 
letter,  so  powerfuUjr  and  pathetically  described,  was  the  son 
of  Gilbert  Thompson,  mentioned  at  page  11;  be  assisted, 
and  aflerwards  sacceeded,  bis  father,  as  master  of  the  scbool 
at  Penkethy  over  which  he  presided  for  nearly  forty  years 
with  much  reputation.  He  was  a  Friend  greatly  esteemed, 
and  very  useful  in  the  Society;  be  was  in  the  station  of 
elder,  and  filled  several  other  offices.  Yet  it  appears  from 
this  letter,  and  from  other  allusions  made  to  him,  that  he 
had  not  yielded  so  foil  an  obedience  as  he  ooght,  to  that 
which  the  Lord  had  required  at  his  hands,  and  that  if  he 
had  made  a  more  full  surrender  of  alt  his  talents,  and  had 
more  fully  hept  that  which  he  once  possessed,  it  would  hare 
yielded  him  more  peace  at  last ;  great,  indeed,  was  the  con- 
flict through  which  he  had  to  pass.  He  died  at  Penketh, 
1st  Mo^  39th,  1708,  aged  68  years. 

HsKSY  FoTHBRoiLL,  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  letter,  to 
succeed  O.  Thompson  as  Clerk  of  Hardshaw  Monthly  Meetp 
ing,  was  the  nephew  of  Samuel  Fothergill,  being  the  only 
son  of  his  brother  Joseph.  On  the  death  of  his  father,  in 
1761,  the  care  of  the  business  and  of  the  fomily  devolved 
upon  Heniy,  then  95  years  of  age:  these  duties  he  dis* 
charged  faithfully  and  affectionately ;  to  his  six  sisters,  all 
younger  than  himself,  his  care  was  truly  paternal.  He  was,  - 
from  bis  early  youth,  of  an  innocent,  cheerful  disposition, 
quiet  and  studious ;  he  possessed  good  abilities,  had  made 
proficiency  in  the  Latin  and  Greek  languages,  and  bad  a 
natural  taste  for  poetry  and  drawing.  As  he  advanced  to 
manhood,  he  incic  ascd  in  seriousness  of  chai  aclcr,  was  of  a 
grave  and  solid  deportment,  and  of  exemplary  life  and  con- 
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versatiou.  He  was  kind  aiul  helpful  to  all,  cuid  gave  great 
promise  of  becoming  very  useful  in  civil  and  religious  society; 
but  his  health  failed;  he  was  attacked  witli  rapid  consump- 
tion, and,  after  an  illness  of  a  few  weeks,  he  departed  this 
life  at  \\  an  ington,  on  the  15th  of  5th  Mouth,  1769,  at  the 
early  age  of  thirty -three  years. 

The  following  account  of  his  last  illness  was  drawn  up  by 
his  sisters,  who  attended  upon  him  with  ailectiooate  and 
auxions  solicitude. 

As  the  inemory  of  onr  beloved  and  truly  valuable  brother, 
Henry  Fothergill,  must  ever  be  precious  to  his  near  friends, 
we  think  it  desirable  to  record  sonic  particulars,  that  (we 
hope)  have  made  a  lasting  impression  upon  our  mindsy  who 
were  with  him  during  bis  illness  and  last  moments,  that 
those  allied  to  him  may  reap  the  advantage  of  bis  Inilj 
Christian  example,  and  follow  bis  footsteps  j  for  we  are 
assured  they  led  to  peace. 

Id  the  beginning  of  his  illness,  he  had  many  deep  and 
painful  conflicts,  and  was  very  desirous,  if  it  pleased  the 
Almighty,  that  he  might  be  restored  to  health.  But  that 
Power  that  knew  the  innocence,  the  integrity,  and  nprif^tness 
of  his  heart,  after  deep  trials  and  searchings,  was  pleased  to 
set  his  mind  at  liberty,  and  give  him  an  earnest  that  all 
would  be  well.  Oh,  may  we  never  forget  with  what  calmness 
and  resignation  he  looked  forward  towards  that  blessed  hope 
that  maketh  not  ashamed. 

For  some  weeks  he  was  perfectly  sensible  that  he  should 
not  be  long  here,  and  once  said,  **  he  could  not  look  beyond 
five  weeks,  and  perhaps  his  time  might  be  a  good  deal 
shorter,  but  he  was  quite  easy,"  and  often  tenderly  desired  his 
sisters  not  to  afflict  themselves.  One  of  our  brothers-in-law 
coming  over  to  see  him,  he  was  much  pleased,  and  spoke 
many  comfortable  things.  He  sud,  that  for  more  than  a 
year  past,  he  had  a  sense  upon  his  mind  that  he  should  not 
live  long ;  and  the  words  that  were  sent  to  good  king  Heze* 
kiah  frequently  passed  through  his  mind,  "  Set  thine  house 
in  order,  for  thou  shalt  die,  and  not  live;"  and  added,  he 
hoped  his  house  was  in  order,  both  inwardl)  aud  outwardly, 
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and  tliat  be  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  yvny  for  an  easy 
)>a8sage.  Seeing  bis  sisters  greatly  affected,  be  ebeer- 
fnlly  said,  ''Do  not  afflict  yoonelves,  I  hope  Providence 
will  care  for  you,  and  tbat  be  will  be  your  God,  as  be  batb 
been  mine.**  The  inexpressible  sweetness  and  innocence 
that  accompanied  his  mind,  particularly  during  the  last  week 
of  his  life,  was  Iiighly  consolatory,  and  though  he  had  little 
absences  auci  wandering;.-,  tliu  solemnity  of  his  spirit  was 
easily  felt;  he  frequeiill  \ ,  ni  ihc  iiighl,  was  quite  melodious, 
and  once  particularly  broke  into  expression,  and  said  (as 
though  spealvinf^  to  himself),  **I  have  many  amiable  engage- 
ments, but  1  must  leave  them  ;  I  cannot  stay,  and  blessed  be 
tbe  name  of  the  Tiord,  who  has  removed  these  things.** 

Four  days  before  he  died,  he  was  much  altered,  and 
seemed  to  take  little  uotice  of  any  thing  in  this  world.  As 
he  sat  in  his*  chair,  with  all  that  heavenly  sweetness  and 
serenity  that  was  with  him  to  the  last,  his  voice,  which  was 
greatly  broken  and  inward  bofure,  was  suddenly  exalted; 
and  he  said,  with  a  kind  of  inumphant  melody,  —  "When, 
oh,  my  soul,  shalt  thou  enter  into  rest ;  where  peace  and 
everlasting  gladness  shall  be  thy  portion  But  no  language 
can  convey  an  adequate  idea  of  the  sweet  serenity  of  his 
countenance.  Tbe  following  morning  be  came  down  stairs, 
but  was  so  mucb  worse  that  he  was  soon  carried  up  again, 
and  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day  he  seemed  to  be  very  deep 
in  his  mind,  and  to  feel  more  perturbation  of  spirit  than 
we  bad  ever  before  perceived;  at  length  be  broke  out  into 
lamentation,  and  seemed  greatly  agitated,  saying,  —  "I 
do  not  feel  that  virtue  to  arise  in  my  mind  I  used  to  feel, 
and  the  pillars  of  my  bouse  are  shaken,  and  I  may  go  to 
tbe  land  of  darkness."  One  of  bis  sisters,  against  wbom  bis 
bead  was  leaned,  deeply  affected,  said, — ''No,  my  dear 
brother,  if  tbou  be  removed  from  as,  it  will  (I  believe)  be  to 
a  land  of  light.**  He  said, — "Ob  sister!  tbou  dost  not 
know  what  I  feel,  but  pray  for  me!  pray  for  me,  sisters;** 
and  clasping  bis'bands  together,  be  fervently  uttered, — "My 
God!  my  God!**  The  solemn  appeal  was,  we  believe, 
accepted,  and  after  some  pause,  be  said, — "  There  is  a  bouse 
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whose  pillan  are  inunoveftble,  let  ub  lay  fast  bold  on  their 
bases.*'  He  continued  sweeOy  serene^  now  and  tben  utteriog 
an  articulate  word,  which  showed  his  conversation  was  in 
heaven ;  he  frequently  repeated,  in  a  low  voice, — Deep 
unto  deep  utters,  deep  unto  deep  utters.'*  On  first  day,  he 
was  extremely  weak  in  body,  and  we  thought  he  was  going, 
but  he  again  revived  a  little,  and  exjjressed  great  affection 
lor  liis  sisters.  The  follow  iiig  evening,  being  the  15th  of  the 
5th  Month,  1769,  he  was  very  desirous  to  be  got  to  bed, 
which  was  contrary  to  his  usual  inclination  ;  he  was  placed 
there  about  eight  o'clock,  when  a  fresh  eruption  from  the 
lungs  came  on,  to  a  great  extent,  which  totally  subdued  his 
small  remaining  strength.  In  that  awful  hour,  the  only 
alleviation  of  our  deep  sorrow  was  to  see  him  quite  still ; 
and,  after  several  times  repeating,  with  great  fervour, — 
"  Lord  God  Almighty  he  continued  about  half  an  hour, 
and  though  the  difficulty  of  his  breathing  was  great,  he 
expired  without  a  struggle,  and  is  gone,  we  trust,  to  endless 
felicity  and  peace.  "  Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,** 
and  may  our  life  be  like  unto  his,  which  can  only  entitle  us 
to  hope  for  the  same  happy  conclusion. 

The  following  "R^ections  on  Death**  were  found 
amongst  his  papers,  after  his  decease : — 

Oh  death,  bow  awful  is  even  the  remembrance  of  thee,  at 
an  uncertain  period;  how  much  more  striking  when  thou 
certainly  approaches,  and  by  the  vehicle  of  disease  art  near, 
to  take  possession  of  these  tabernacles  of  clay,  and  about  to 
consign  them  to  the  silent  grave,  never  more  to  appear  in 
the  busy  scenes  of  life,  but,  as  we  are  told,  our  place  will 
know  us  no  more.  O,  what  can  give  peace  in  the  dreadful 
hour  which  will  inevitably  overtake  all,  sooner  or  later? 
Tlie  couicige  ol  man,  his  fortitude  ot  ]i«  art,  and  all  worldly 
comforts  cannot  support  him  in  that  moment,  when  the  soul 
stands  shuddering  on  the  brink  of  eternity,  ready  to  launch 
into  that  unknown  state  whence  none  return.  Can  riches 
bribe  him?  Will  he  respect  the  greatest  titles?  Can  our 
friends  do  any  thing  but  pour  out  their  silent  grief?  What 
then  can  this  world,  and  all  things  in  it,  do  for  us,  to  make 
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the  tyrant's  approach  be  without  honor,  and  a  bed  of 
laugniihing  tolerable?  Can  hnnan  reaeon,  with  all  iU 
boasted  power  and  rectitttde,  give  peace  in  that  awfiil  hour, 
when  it  is  with  difficulty  that  the  body  can  support  the  pains 
of  siclcness,  and  presenre  the  mind  free  from  its  effects? 
Can  reason  alone  ?  Can  philosophy  mitigate  ihe  pain  both 
soul  and  body  mast  feel,  when  ten  thousaud  worlds  would 
not  avail  to  give  a  moment's  peace  to  the  soul  ?  What  then 
must  help  poor,  frail  man  in  that  hour?  and  what  has  he  to 
rely  on,  when  time  is  about  to  close,  and  the  veil  of  eternity 
to  be  itpt  ned?  Religion,  if  truly  practised,  \m11  iheu  sLand 
his  friend,  and  peace  of  mind  will  accompany  him  to  the 
last;  not  the  religion  which  is  of  this  world, — airy  specula- 
tions, shadowy  forms,  which,  being  of  man,  will  perish  with 
man,  —  but  real,  practical  religion,  whereby  the  j.oul  is  lifted 
up  to  God  tlirough  Jesus  Christ,  cnmamnicates  with  him, 
is  enabled  to  pray  to  him,  and  to  know  the  baptism  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  and  fire,  fo  cleanse  and  purify  our  hearts, 
whereby  we  are  strengtiicned  to  i)erforra  what  is  jdeasing  iu 
his  sight,  and  to  take  up  the  cross  to  our  cornipt  wills  and 
inclinations,  to  walk  righteously  and  soberly  in  tliis  corrupt 
age,  to  keep  ourselves  unspotted  from  the  world,  which,  if 
adhered  to,  assuredly  brings  that  peace  of  mind  which  will 
accompany  us  through  this  vale  of  existence,  and  cause  us 
to  tread  the  paths  of  life  with  safety  and  pleasure.  It  will 
support  us  when  afflictions  may  be  our  lot,  and  a  bed  of 
languishing  our  portion ;  and,  finally,  in  that  thrice  awful 
period,  when  it  may  be  said,  —  "  It  is  finished, — and  all  the 
enjoyments  that  the  mind  could  have  wished  for  will  termi- 
nate in  empty  nothings ;  then,  then,  it  will  be  a  fountain* 
never  to  be  exhaustedi  of  holy  joy  to  the  conscious  soul ; 
and  enable  it  to  triumph  in  the  last  moment,  and  say,— O, 
death,  where  is  thy  sting?**  and  ''O  grave,  where  is  thy 
victory?**  and  even  accompany  the  soul  to  those  immortal 
shores,  where  peace  shall  be  its  portion  for  ever. 

Henry  Fothbroill. 
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Although  in  feeble  healUi>  Samuel  Fotbergill  attended 
the  yearly  meetiog  in  Loodon,  in  1768.  He  is  thus  men- 
tioned by  a  Friend^  who  also  attended  that  meeting: 

Samuel  Fotbergill  came  to  town  this  week;  be  is  indeed 
greatly  altered ;  I  apprehend  he  will  be  able  to  attend  the 

meetbgs  but  little  He  was  present  this  afternoon,  and 

bad  a  very  fine  and  high  opportunity,  ailer  the  answers  to 
the  queries  were  gone  through,  on  the  state  of  the  Society, 
and  the  duty  of  individuals.  He  is  much  more  altered  than 
I  could  suppose.  Unless  he  gets  better,  his  public  service 
will  be  much  lessened.  He  has  a  hollow  cough,  hoarse, 
and  appears  yery  feeble.** —  fJokn  Gurnei/,  5ik  Mo,^ 
176B.) 

SAMUEL  FOTH£RGILL  TO  ABRAHAM  SHACKLETON.* 

VVamngton,  fith  Mo.,  18th,  1768. 

I  send  thee  the  salutation  of  my  most  sincere  love, 
not  without  a  sense  of  our  heavenly  Father's  love,  with 

*  Abmham  ShacUeton  was  bom  in  Yoflnbire>  and  was  very 
early  deprived  by  death  of  the  care  of  his  leltgions  patents.  Though 
then  so  young  as  eight  years,  he  remembend,  and  used  to  eom- 
memoiate,  the  tender  concern  of  his  pious  fiither«  in  following  him 
to  bis  bedside,  and,  on  leaving  him  to  repose,  awftdly  recommend' 
ing  htm  to  seek  the  divine  blessing.  This  blessing  did  remarkably 
attend  him  during  the  comae  of  his  life,  and  preserved  him  from 
evil  in  many  times  of  temptation  and  danger,  leading  him  aside 
from  careless  companions  into  solitary  places,  there  to  seek  the 
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which  I  hope  thou  aft  afteo  comfoitedy  now  in  (by  decliDing 
years,  and  favooied  with  the  evidence  in  thyself  of  having  in 
thy  measure,  through  divine  asdstance,  walked  with  God. 
I  neecl  not  attempt  to  express  to  thee  the  importance  of  sucli 
an  evidence,  when  the  soiil  draws  nigh  her  flight  to  the  land 
from  whence  there  b  no  return.  It  hath  been  the  mark  for 
the  prize  in  thy  view,  and  I  am  thankful  Co  feel  my  heart 
stirred  up  to  follow  such  examples ;  animated,  by  their  sue- 
cess  and  the  importance  of  the  subject,  to  use  siU  diligence 
to  fill  up  my  duty,  that  I  may  finish  my  course  with  joy. 
My  shattered  constitution  oflen  gives  me  instruction,  and 
intimates  the  graves  are  ready  ;  yet  it  hath  been  consistent 
with  Divine  mercy  and  wisdom  to  raise  me  up  a^ain,  beyond 
my  cxpccUtiuii ,  and  I  hope  I  am  be  ttered  by  im  aiiliction, 
not  only  in  what  belongs  to  me  as  an  indiridual,  but  also  in 
that  wherein  1  am  joined  by  all  the  living,  in  the  view  of  the 

Lord,  who  graciously  nouri>li<' I  liira  by  many  precious  visitations 
of  Divine  grace,  and,  through  vuiious  conflicts  and  exercises,  tunned 
and  sanctified  liim  for  a  vessel  of  honour  in  his  house. 

Having  mental  powers  competent,  he  apphed  himself  to  litera- 
ture, and  was  encouraged  to  remove  to  Ireland,  where  he  undertook 
the  tuition  of  FrieDds'  cbikiren,  in  great  simplicity  of  heart  and 
awful  fear,  ander  which,  as  he  humbly  kqpt,  he  was  «Dabled  to 
discbaige  his  important  trast  fiiithfully,  bis  instruction  and  example 
tending  much  to  impiovemrat  and  edification.  In  a  few  yearn,  he 
married  a  vsloable  and  leHgious  young  woman  from  Yoricdiire,  and 
they  opened  a  boaiding-school  at  fiallitoce,  in  which  be  conscien- 
tionsly  and  snocessfiilly  laboured  for  many  years.  He  was  solid  and 
exemphuy  in  demeanor,  an  eminent  patten  of  bumifity  and  tem- 
peianoe,  mach  grieved  when  he  beheld  levity  in  any,  often  saying, 
there  was  a  fear  which  would  keep  the  heart  dean — eatpressing  his 
desires  that  hia  sncceasois  might  he  a  generation  to  serve  God.  As 
age  advanced,  he  found  his  spirit  in  a  greater  degree  sequestered 
from  the  ooncems  of  this  life,  and  after  the  decease  of  his  aged  wife^ 
he  gave  up  housekeeping,  and  went  to  live  with  a  relation,  where, 
tenderly  cared  tor,  he  (quietly  departed  this  life  in  great  peace,  at 
BalUtoie,  the  24tb  of  6th  Month,  1771,  aged  74  yeais. 
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state  of  the  churph  in  most  places.  Hie  use  I  would  have 
lis  make  of  this  Tiew  is,  to  gird  up  the  loins  of  our  miods» 

that  our  example  may  be  a  strong  reproof  to  the  unfaithftil ; 
and,  thus  collected  in  spirit,  \vc  may  deeply  feel  after  the 
putting  forth  of  the  Divine  liaiid  in  service  ,  lor  though  it 
can  work  effectually  without  in&truiiieiith,  yet  it  will  also 
work  by  them ;  and  if  the  visited  of  God  were  enough 
devoted  in  heart  to  his  service,  in  all  the  manifestatiouB  of 
duty,  we  should  have  more  useful  instruments  in  the  chnrch. 
But  alas!  for  many,  who,  if  they  have  fullowcd  to  Bethel, 
content  themselves  there,  and  attain  not  a  douljle  portion  of 
that  spirit,  which  those  who  steadily  follow  on,  even  through 
Jordan,  are  favoured  with.  This  imperfect  work  bears  un- 
doubted traces  of  the  Creator's  baud;  but,  like  half-baked 
cakes,  they  aeem  to  me  to  be  no  inconsiderable  edipte  to 
Zioii*8  beauty,  and  are  often  great  obstructions  in  the  way  of 
olherSy  as  sncb  who  neither  enter  the  kingdom  of  God  them- 
selves nor  suffer  others.  Nevertheless,  the  God  of  the  whole 
earth  is  mindful  of  bis  familyy  and  eminently  laroured  ua  in 
our  last  Yearly  Meeting  in  London,  from  which  I  returned 
with  my  mind  replenished  with  precious  dew. 

Salute,  in  my  name,  thy  son  and  danghter.  May  those 
who  are  of  the  younger  class  look  to  the  business  of  the  day ! 
the  building  up  of  the  Lord's  house,  more  than  their  own. 
Unto  him  all  our  utmost  dedication  of  spirit,  time,  and 
labour  is  justly  due.  My  dear  love  attends  you  all. 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTHEROILL  TO  LTDIA  HAWK8WORTH.* 

Warrington,  7tb  Mo.,  11th,  1768. 

It  hath,  my  dear  Friend,  often  been  my  request  to 
Him  who  hath  the  hearts  of  all  men  in  his  hands,  that  He 

*  She  was  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Deborah  Waring,  of 
Alton,  in  Hampshire ;  and  in  1766  was  married  to  Abraham  Richard 
Hawksworth,  of  Bristol,  a  Friend  eminent  for  his  ueefulness  and 
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would  gire  me  a  sympathising  mind,  aod  the  effect  of  varioiu 
exercises  in  tlie  coarse  of  my  pilgrimage  bath  been  so  far 
rendered  useful,  through  his  gracious  help,  as  to  obtain  my 

earnest  wish ;  and  in  this  sympathising  sense,  I  have  dropt 
the  tribute  of  a  tear  to  the  dear  memory  of  our  beloved 
Friend,  now  no  more,  and  that  of  affectionate  condolence 
with  thee,  who  feels  unspeakably  the  dissolution  of  the  most 
tender  tie.  lleligion  authorises  the  injunctions  of  nature  to 
feel  deeply  on  such  occasions  —  it  cannot  be  culpable  in  the 
sight  of  the  Author  of  our  being;  for  if  the  holy  Jesus  wept 
for  Lazarus  his  iriend,  shall  the  tears  of  the  widow,  poured 
forth  on  the  removal  of  a  must  affectionate  husbant],  a  tender 
friend,  au  agreeable  companion,  a  iriend  with  whom  tiiou 
hast  liad  sweet  society,  and  gone  up  to  the  house  of  God  in 
his  company,  be  otlensive  in  the  siglit  of  our  Creator,  who  well 
knows  our  frame,  if  an  Imniltle  labour  after  :ic(j^nu  sceuce  in 
sovereign  disposal  cover  thy  anxious,  painful  mnid. 

As  a  man,  I  feel  and  view  with  sorrow  the  mighty  chasm 
his  removal  hath  occasioned  in  various  useful  relations ;  my 
own  particular  affection  hath  lost  a  pleasing  object,  and  the 
circle  of  my  most  near  connexions  in  pure  friendship  is 
invaded. —  Yet,  my  dear  friend,  let  us  look  on  the  other  side 
of  the  question  —  for  whom  are  we  afflicted  ?  One  now  for 
ever  free  from  it  Recollect  we  his  memory  ?  It  is  precious. 
His  conduct  in  every  station  ?  It  was  uniform.  He  hath  left 
this  world  crowned  with  the  diadem  of  religion  and  virtue, 
and  is  gone  before  us,  sooner  than  we  wished  it,  to  the  rest 
of  souls,  and  has  cut  off  many  meanders  and  intricate  maaes 

g^rent  benevolence.  Their  union  was  short,  for  in  a  few  months  he 
was  removed  by  death,  and.  at  hm  interment,  she,  standing  up  and 
laying  her  hand  u]ii)?i  ihc  cotHn  which  contained  the  remains  of  her 
beloved  partner,  bore  her  first  public  testimony  as  a  minister. 
Having  thus  demoted  henself  to  a  service  for  which  she  had  long 
been  under  preparation,  she  continued  exercised  in  spirit,  and 
humbly  waiting  for  the  renewal  of  power,  by  w  hich  she  was  made 
au  able  minister  of  the  gospel.  She  departed  this  life  in  London, 
on  the  17th  of  12th  Month,  1788,  aged  56  years. 
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in  the  pilgrimage  through  advanced  years  and  old  age,  by  a 
shorter  passage  tx>  the  New  Jcrugalem,  than  many  others  are 

exercised  iu. 

Endeavour  patieuUy  to  submit  Lo  liis  band,  whose  wis- 
dom is  unsearchable,  and  who  knows  best  what  is  essential 
to  our  happiness,  and  will  ever  promote  it,  with  a  wise  and 
fatherly  care,  if  we,  as  dutiful  children,  kiss  the  rod,  and 
cast  our  care  and  confidence  upon  him.  May  thy  mind  be 
stayed  in  holy  quietude  and  lesignment,  and  thy  hold  cod* 
firmed  on  that  All-sufficiency,  wherein  all  the  deficiencies 
Attending  mortals  are  made  up.  Walk  thou  before  thy 
etrerlasting  Helper  in  steady  obedience,  and  He  wiU  be  thy 
son  and  thy  shield. 

S.  F. 

DOCTOR  FOTHERGILL  TO  HIS  BROTHER  SAMUEL. 

London,  12th  Mo.,  6th,  1768. 

We  can  only  acknowledge  thy  kind  attention 
to  us,  in  giving  us  such  frequent  intimations  of  thy  health ; 
to  help  it  at  present  seems  scarcely  in  my  power.  It  was 
prudent  to  leave  Buxton;  a  longer  stay  there  would  have 
heen  of  no  advantage,  but  much  discomfort  to  thyself.  Nor 
can  I  at  any  time  advise  thee  to  go  thither  imder  doubtful 
circumstances  of  health.  These  kinds  of  remedies  are  more 
fit  to  establish  good  health,  when  it  is  recovered,  than  to 
recover  it  when  lost. 

When  well,  make  it  a  rule  to  drink  no  wine  before  dinner, 
nor  btUv  een  meals,  nor  any  other  fermented  liquor.  I  know 
the  pernicious  custom  of  the  country  in  many  places  is  lo 
bring  out  these  Ihiugs,  and  urge  their  acceptance  as  a  test 
of  friendsliip  ,  but  it  is  a  bad  one.  1  don't  say  this  as  iu  the 
least  doubting  thy  care  in  this  respect,  but  to  strengthen  thy 
hands  against  unprudent  importunity. 

I  have  been  twice  this  day  at  Claphauj,  twice  in  the  city, 
from  end  to  end,  ;ind  have  not  a  moment's  respite  fruui 
intense  thought  the  whole  day,  but  while  I  get  a  little 
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.  abstracted  in  passing  through  a  crowd  from  place  to  place. 
Make,  therefore,  ereiy  aUowance  fer  me  thou  canst  I  do 
this,  because  it  seems  at  present  unavoidable.  I  have  no 
reason  to  doubt  but  what  is  best  will  follow,  if  I  am  happy 
enough'to  look  after  it. 

Dr.  Russel  is  no  more  and  on  seventli  day  last,  I  was 
sent  for,  in  great  hurry,  to  Clapham,  to  see  our  friend  C.  H., 
who,  from  being  quite  well,  was  suddenly  seized  witb  a 
sUuke  of  the  palsy  on  his  expressive  faculty.  He  knows 
every  body,  has  ihe  power  of  sense  and  motion,  but  exjjresses 
himself  very  imperfectly.  This  is  the  effect  of  a  most  uni- 
form,  intense  applu  aiion  of  a  capacity  inferior  to  few. 

I  accept  this  as  another  hint  to  necessary  care  respecting 
myself ;  and  I  labour  to  abandon  every  pursuit  that  is  not 
conducive  to  the  purposes  for  which  we  on^ht  lo  live.  One 
friend,  another  companion,  a  third  acquaintance,  able, 
sensible,  affectionate,  all  gliding  from  our  sight!  What 
have  I  lost  within  this  year!  Do  not  let  this  make  thee 
melancholy.  Let  it  cheer  thee  to  think  the  brotlier  whom 
thou  lovest  hates  not  instruction.  Farewell,  and  tell  us  thou 
art  better  when  thou  canst. 

I.  F. 

The  health  of  Samuel  Fothcrgill  had,  by  very  slow 
degrees,  improved,  and  his  strength  was  so  far  returned,  as 

to  enable  him,  in  the  first  Month,  17(i9,  again  to  pay  a 
religious  vimI  lo  the  City  of  Loudon;  and  on  this  occasion 
he  was  engaged  in  the  important  service  of  visiting  the 
families  of  Friends  in  Gracechurch  street  Moiilljly  Meeting, 
in  which  he  was  accompanied  by  his  friend  Samuel  Emlen. 
This  engageniei^t,  with  the  attendance  of  the  various  meet- 
ings wliich  occurred  during  tlie  time,  occupied  twenty-eight 
days.   The  number  of  visits,  according  to  a  record  kept,  was 

*  Author  of  the  History  of  Aiepj)o,  and  an  intimate  friend  of 
Dr.  Fotherfri!],  who  wrote  a  sketch  of  his  lifp,  Hi^tinLrni-lied  lor  the 
el^once  ot  its  language  and  the  justness  of  its  sentiments. 
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one  hundred  and  twenty-seven:  afterwards,  viz.: — "On 
^*  third  day,  second  Month,  25ih,  visited  the  Countess  of 
HuDtingdon  and  Lord  Dartmont]!,  at  Thomas  Stackhouse% 
several  other  religious  persoDS  were  present*'  —  ^MS. 
wriUen     Ann  FathergiUJ 

DR.  FOTHEROILL  TO  SUSANNA  FOTBEROILL. 

liODdoD,  Iftt  Mo.,  26ifay  1769. 

Jnst  to  save  my  brother  the  labour  of  writing,  I 
take  pen  in  band  to  acquaint  thee  be  is  weD.  He  has 
entered  upon  the  service  be  came  up  for,  and  I  trust  with 
satisfaction  to  himself,  and  to  the  objects  of  his  mission.  He 
finds  that  Friends  in  general  open  both  their  doors  and  their 
liearts  to  the  visit,  and  a  more  acceptable  companion  could 
not  perhaps  have  been  found,  than  Samuel  Emlen.  We 
have  both  bccu  labouring  pretty  hard  to-day  in  our  different 
vocations,  but  as  I  think  his  is  of  much  greater  moment  than 
ni}  own,  so  1  should  readily  bring  his  cloak  Irom  Troas. 
Do  not  think  that  because  I  write  he  is  not  able  or  not 
willing  to  do  it.  He  is  I  nth  the  one  and  the  other;  but  I 
thought  it  an  agreeable  employment,  just  to  let  thee  see 
that  neither  my  brother  nor  ourselves  are  forgetful  of  thee, 
though  under  a  multiplicity  of  engagements.  My  chief 
solicitude  is,  that  my  brother  may  not  be  more  in  haste  than 
he  ought.  I  love  diligence,  and  am  not  apt  to  discourage  it; 
but  there  is  such  a  thing  as  being  too  eager  and  earnest 

I.  F. 

DR.  FOTHERGILL  TO  HIS  BROTHER  SAKUEL. 

London,  3rd  Mo.,  2Dd,  1769. 

We  have  received  the  account  of  thy  return  with 
great  satisfaction.  Remember  the  motto,  ne  quid  nitnh:  * 

♦  *'  Id  arbitror 

Ad  prima  in  vitr?'  es'^o  utile,  ne  quid  nimis." — Terence. 
"  We  should  not  pursue  any  object  too  far."  No  doubt  intended 
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write  it  in  capitals  everywhere.  I  endeavour  to  attend  to  it, 
in  the  midst  of  seemiog  hurry.  With  grateful  reverence  I 
aclviinwledge  it;  not  from  myself,  but,  I  trust,  from  the  secret 
nioLioiis  of  better  help.  I  receive  the  intimation  of  ii  with 
thankfulness,  and  daily  wish  to  follow  on  to  know. 

Thy  health  is  the  most  material  article.  Be  content  with 
thy  slow  recovery.  Whilst  tliou  art  acting  ilie  juirt  thy  best 
discretion  directs,  think  it  is  for  the  best,  and  not  an  arga- 
ment  that  nature  is  unhinged  or  inactive. 

Tliy  remarks  on  addressing  have  had  my  attention.  Previous 
to  thy  mentioning  it,  I  had  thought  of  a  less  exceptionable, 
more  necessary,  and  more  consistent  measure.  Let  a  strong 
paragraph  be  inserted  io  the  printed  Epistle,  advising  Friends 
to  beware  of  entering  into  that  warm  party  spirit  that  has 
spniDg  up,  in  this  countij  and  elsewhere ;  charging  all  to 
remember  the  obligations  wc  are  under  to  honour  and  obey 
the  King,  and  especially  the  present  royal  family,  from 
whose  progenitors  we  have  received  so  many  favours.  I 
leave  the  attempt  to  thy  leisure,  and  think  such  a  paragraph 
both  proper  and  expedient.  * 

The  space  to  be  allowed  us  in  the  Scotch  dictionary  is 
six  or  seven  folio  pages,  if  we  please.  I  am  pleased  that  tt 
engages  thy  attention,  and  I  shall  do  more  at  Lea  Hall, 
when  thou  hast  sketohed  the  plan.t  I  would  not  advise 
thee  to  go  to  Kirby  Lonsdale,  (to  the  Northern  Yearly 

by  Dr.  Fothergill  as  a  caution  to  bis  brother,  to  restrain  the  natond 
energy  of  his  character,  and  as  a  salutary  adrioe  to  be  careful  of  his 
little  remaining  stieugtb. 

•  See  the  printed  epistie  from  the  Yearly  Meeting  in  1769. 

I  This  relates  to  an  account  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  in  a 
dictionary,  published  at  E(jin])ur<;h,  which,  as  ap|>eare  from  this 
letter,  was  written  by  Samuel  Fothery^ill  and  his  brother.  It 
was  afterwards  published  separately,  with  this  title, — "  A  brief 
"  account  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  their  doctrines,  and  disci- 
"  pline,  taken  from  a  Dictionaiy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  lately  pob- 
"  Kshed  at  Bdinbuigti."— ZihuAw,  1772. 


OF  SAMOBL  POTHBROILL. 


48i 


Meeting  Uiere,)  unless  tliou  cannot  help  it.  I  know  ibe 
consequence,  if  otherwise. 

May  a  person  w  ho  needs  advice  as  much  as  most,  and  at 
the  same  time  does  not  profit  by  it  so  much  as  he  ought, 
presume  to  give  any?  Thy  affection  for  me  will  throw  a 
mantle  of  oblivion  over  me,  if  I  say  any  thing  that  does  not 
correspond  with  thy  own  refiectioufe.  Be  short  in  supplica- 
tion ;  use  no  words  not  of  common  use,  and  the  same  words 
as  seldom  as  possible.  The  ineffable  majesty  of  Heaven  is 
tinough  to  dazzle  all  human  conception;  yet  the  "Our  Fatlicr 
which  art  in  heaven,"  is  indeed  a  complete  model.  Stray 
froiij  its  simplicity  as  seldom  as  possible;  but  1  speak  with 
unhallowed  lips,  and  therefore  lorgive  me.  My  wish  is 
strong  that  the  Father  of  all  mercies  may  long  preserve 
thee,  a  choice  instrument,  a  silver  trumpet,  that  gives  a 
certain  sound,  as  thine  is,  that  I  may  be  conducted  wisely 
tbrouifl^  a  Ihomy,  slippery,  arduous  track,  to  safety  and 
happiDeM  at  lasL  So  let  it  be  for  us  botb^  saith  all  within 
me. 

1.  F. 

S.  FothergiU  attended  the  Yearly  Meeting  in  London,  in 
176&^  but  became  very  unwell  before  its  close,  and  was 
accompanied  on  his  jooinej  homewards  by  J.  C.  Jjettsoro,  a 
yonng  physician,  to  whom  he  was  guaidian.  They  txavelled 
by  short  etages  to  Lea  Hall. 

From  this  period  to  the  close  of  his  life,  the  health  of 
Samuel  FothergiU  became  more  and  more  precarious ;  his 
constitution  failed  rapidly;  the  attacks  of  his  complaint 
were  more  severe,  and  returned  at  shorter  intervals,  leaving 
him  on  each  succeediog  occasion  much  reduced  in  strength. 
The  effect  produced  upon  his  mind  by  these  repeated  trials 
was  a  still  larger  growlb  in  experience^  in  humility,  and 
patience.  It  was  the  frequent  remark  of  his  friends,  upon 
his  re-aasembling  with  them  in  their  religious  meetings  after 
these  afflictions,  thai  whilst  his  ministry  was  more  and  more 
.  bright  and  instructive^  humility  was  also  eminently  the 
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clothing  of  hi»  spirit,  and  that  he  etm»  forth  from  tbete 
painfiil  seasons  as  one  refined  in  the  fiimaoe. 

In  the  aotnnm  of  this  year,  having  regained  a  poitioii  of 
strength,  he  again  Tisited  London  with  a  ootifioale^  and  was 
engaged  in  a  Yisit  to  the  families  of  Friends  in  Honleydown 
Meeting,  (now  Southwark,)  again  having  his  friend  Samuel 
Emien  as  a  companion.  In  the  course  of  this  service,  upon 
visiting  two  young  Friends,  tlien  recently  married,  he  ad- 
dressed them  as  follows  :— 

"  As  yon  are  both  young,  and,  it  is  tctt  probable,  may  be 
at  timrs  solicitous  for  your  future  advancement  in  iife,  I  would 
just  propose  one  tliinp  to  your  serious  conRideration,  without 
which  no  one  was  ever  happy,  or  any  one  unhappy  with  it; 
which  is  Godliness:  it  is  the  soul's  health.  Godliness  is 
profitable  in  all  things;  it  is  profitable  in  health,  it  is  profit* 
able  in  sickness ;  it  is  profitable  vptm  a  languishing  bed,  it 
is  profitable  in  death :  it  initiates  us  into  the  company  of 
glorified  spirits,  in  the  boundless  and  beatific  regions  of 
immortalitj.  And,  my  dear  young  friends,  I  earnestly 
address  you  on  this  occasion,  with  a  degree  of  the  tenderest 
affection,  sincerely  desiring  your  happy  introduction  therein, 
when  these  few  fleeting  moments  of  your  existence  shall 
terminate,  and  you  shall  be  summoned  from  this  stage  of 
action,  to  appear  before  the  tribunal  of  immaculate  puritjr. 
You  are  placed  here  only  as  delegated  stewards ;  as  account- 
able beings  to  your  bountiful  Creator  for  evety  talent  com- 
mitted to  your  care ;  and  your  eternal  interest  depends  npon 
your  consecrating  those  talents  here  to  bis  service,  who 
created  you  as  vessels  for  his  honour,  and  to  whose  guidance 
and  protection  I  warmly  and  affectionately  recommend  you, 
ray  beloved  friends ;  sincerely  wishing  your  establishmeut 
and  growth  in  the  blesseti  and  uiichaiigcable  truth,  through 
the  bounty  and  favour  of  our  Fatlier  who  is  in  heaven. 
Godliness  is  profitable  in  all  things,  and  I  most  earnestly 
intreat  and  recommend  you  to  a  due  consideration  of  the 
importance  of  it ;  seek,  in  your  early  days,  seek  a  friend  that 
will  never  forsake  you ;  for  if  you  apply  to  him  in  sincerity. 


Digitized  by  Google 


£TAT.  58.] 


0¥  HAMVEL  fOTUBBLQlLL. 


489 


he  will  be  Ibnnd  of  yon.  His  divine  goodneu  will  pfoaenre 
you  as  in  the  li<dlow  of  his  hand,  and  conduct  yoa  through 
the  TaiioQs  difficulties  and  dangers  of  a  tempestuous  vorid» 
to  an  ererlastiDg  habitation  in  glory.  Oh !  seek  him  earlj, 
above  every  consideration ;  he  will  be  a  father  and  a  iricndy 
when  uo  terrestrial  obiects  can  administer  the  least  consola- 
tiou,  and  <  very  plcasuut  pictuic  shall  be  stained  in  your 
view.  Godliness  is  proHtable  in  ihiiigs.  It  is  the  souri> 
health,  it^is  the  never-fading  support  of  the  righteous  under 
every  difficulty,  and  the  sovereign  antidote  to  the  evils  of 
life.  1  could  \sish  our  dear  youth  were  more  generally 
engaged  in  pursuit  after  subsianilfil  happiness;  that  they 
would  cultivate  an  acquaintance  \vii\i  tlicir  Creator  as  in  the 
morning  of  their  day  ;  for  the  sands  of  life  are  hastening  to  a 
close,  and  the  coming  of  death  is  approaching  with  unremit- 
ting swiftness.  Alas !  alas !  what  are  the  riches  and  the 
splendours  oi  these  perishing,  sublunary  ri])jccls,  in  com- 
parison of  our  everlasting  well-ViciiiL;  In  vent U  r  .^  The  one  is 
transient,  fleeting,  and  momentary,  and  altogether  uncertain; 
the  other  is  the  permanent  fruition  of  unintciTupted  felicity  for 
ever,  amongst  an  innumerable  company  of  saints  and  angels, 
and  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect,  continuing  the 
ineshanstible  theme  of  praises,  dominion,  and  worship,  to 
the  sovereign  Lord  of  the  whole  universe. 

"  I  have  had  to  remark,  in  passing  through  divers  parts  of 
this  city,  many  loitering  as  upon  the  skirts  of  the  camp ;  and 
the  sword  of  Amalek  hath  destroyed  numbers.  I  beseech 
you,  my  beloved  finends,  let  your  eye  be  unto  godliness ;  and 
though  it  falls  not  to  the  godly  to  be  always  gifted  with  the 
affluence  of  worldly  riches,  yet  yon  will  assuredly  find 
unspeakable  consolation  resulting  from  the  divine  favour 
and  goodness  towards  you,  which  will  abundantly  counter- 
balance every  worldly  consideration.  Be  not  of  Uiis  world, 
but  let  your  views  be  directed  towards  a  better  countiy,  even 
a  pure,  undefiled,  holy  habitation,  a  house  not  made  with 
hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens.  Seek  not  after  riches — ^Buffer 
not  your  attention  to  be  diverted  from  the  pursuit  of  virtue, 
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nor  be  desirous  after  the  vaiD,  foolish,  transitory  amusements 
of  a  degenerate  age ;  for  all  these  things  will  terminate  in 
sorrow  and  distress  of  mind,  and  riches  make  to  themselves 
wings,  and  flee  away ;  but  godliness  is  profitable  in  all 
things:  it  will  be  your  support  in  every  trial,  your  never- 
failing  consolaiioii  under  every  difficulty,  and  ultimately 
afford  you  a  comfortable  evidence  of  admission  into  the 
permanent  joys  of  eternity,  in  a  glorious  and  unfading 
recompense,  w  inch  the  1  ather  and  1  ountain  of  imlitniti  d 
mercy  and  goodness  has  prepared  for  all  those  who  dili- 
gently seek  him.  Therefore,  my  dear  young  friends,  sutfer 
me  once  more  strongly  to  recommend  you,  in  the  early  part 
of  your  life,  to  seek  the  God  of  your  fathers,  the  never-failing 
help  of  those  who  s^  elc  him  in  sincerity.  And  I  will  say  this 
for  your  encouragement,  tliatlhon^li  the  heavens  should  pass 
away,  and  the  earth  should  be  removed  out  of  its  place,  the 
lofty  mountains  should  dissolve  and  be  no  more,  yet  the 
promises  of  the  Lord  are  amply  verified  to  them  that  fear 
liim.  it  is  a  blessing  which  makes  truly  rich,  and  adds  no 
sorrow  with  it ;  it  will  assuredly  attend  the  humble  efforts  of 
a  life  dedicated  to  his  senricey  administer  comfort  under  every 
trying  dispensation  of  his  providence,  and  be  your  exceeding 
great  reward ;  for  godtiness  is  riches  in  porerty — it  is  profit* 
able  in  all  things." 

His  friends^  in  speaking  of  these  services,  bave  given 
the  following  testimony'^** He  was  divinely  strengthened, 
and  enabled  to  extend  a  belping  band  to  many,  in  close 
and  necessaiy  labour,  for  tbeir  increasing  care  to  live  and 
act  consistently  with  our  boly  profession,  to  tbe  comfort  of 
many,  and  to  bis  own  peace  of  mind.** 

SAMUEL  F0TH£R6tLL  TO  HIS  SISTER 

Warrington,  12th  Mo.,  lltb,  1769. 

I  may  tell  tbee  that  I  am  favoured  witb  tbe  lively 
hope,  that  in  my  late  labour  I  have  been  in  tbe  service  of 
Him  wbo  is  a  rewarder  of  feeble,  wdl*nilended  seTvice,  for  tbe 
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promotion  of  bis  good  came;  and  I  am  comforted  in 

the  hope  that  I  bave  done  what  I  ougbt  in  my  late 
yisit  to  your  city.    And  I  am  thankful  to  feel  the  chain  of 

fraternal  and  Christian  union,  brightened  by  the  spreading 
of  best  love  upon  it.  May  no  sput  uf  rust  ever  impair  iu 
lustre.  I  have  been  wilh  lespect  to  my  health  much  as 
when  in  London,  until  last  weeli,  when  my  complaint 
fastened  on  my  ancle  and  foot,  not  without  some  consi- 
derable uneasiness  in  my  breast.  But  I  was  enabled  to  get 
a  little  about.  Od  seventh  day  last,  1  j^ot  iu  a  post  chaise 
to  Penketh,  to  the  burial  of  Ann,  the  w  ife  of  Joseph  Key ; 
she  iini^ed,  I  hope,  well.  This  lurenoon,  our  worthy,  inno- 
cent old  acquaintance,  Esther  Key,  was  removed  from  us; 
1  have  no  doubt  that  fIh*  had  clean  hands  and  a  pure  heart, 
and  that  she  has  ascended  the  liill  of  the  Lord,  and  stands 
in  his  holy  place.  Thus  nrc  the  ranks  of  our  ;u  ([ii;untance 
thinning  fast,  and  from  many  occasions  we  may  hear  the 
summons — "  Prepare  to  meet  thy  God." 

8.  F. 


SAHUSL  FOTHERGILL  TO  HIS  BROTHER  JOHN. 

Warrington,  Ist  Mo.,  20tb,  1770. 

 With  respect  to  the  present  agitated  state 

of  tbe  nation,  I  am  pleased  and  thankful  when  my  own 
mind,  and  those  I  love,  are  kept  from  its  vortex,  and  qnieUy 
stajed  on  him  who  makes  the  clouds  his  chariot,  and  wtlks 
on  the  wings  of  the  wind.  He  knows  best  how  to  fix 
instruction  on  the  minds  of  people  deaf  to  the  language  of 
multiplied  mercies.  I  love  my  native  country,  and  ardently 
wish,  for  its  sake,  and  our  own  as  a  people,  that  we  might 
be  found  amongst  the  interceding  righteous,  for  whose  sake 
the  day  of  national  safety  might  be  protracted. 

I  rejoice  in  thy  account  of  a  revival  in  Gracechurcb* 
street  Monthly  Meeting.  I  often  feel  a  warmth  towards 
your  city,  which  unaided  nature  cannot  raise,  and  a  hope  is 
vouchsafed,  at  times,  that  a  precious,  divinely  prevalent 
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TisitatioD  of  good  will  better  many  amongst  yoa;  and 
animate  to  shake  yourseWes  from  the  das^  and  put  on  the 
beantiftd  gamenta  of  sinoerity  and  godly  seal:  nay  tbe 
Lord  of  all  power,  in  his  own  lime,  tfaiu  proeper  hia  great 
and  good  work;  and  if  indiYidnala  walk  in  the  lights  with 
lull  pofpose  of  hearty  their  walking  will  terminate  in  their 
own  seeufity,  and  the  recompense  of  Well  done^  and  be  moat 
signally  usefiil  to  enconrage  others.  Thy  time  is  pneions* 
I  will  not  mnch  further  encroach  upon  it;  thou  needa  not 
information,  thoo  knows  these  things.  If  by  a  happy  colU- 
non  we  may  ietch  ont  the  sparka  of  divine  fire  from  each 
other,  and  preserve  the  everlasting  fire  in  its  genuine  nature, 
it  will  be  mutually  beneficial.  But  such  powers,  times,  and 
seasons  are  not  in  our  bauds.  My  hand  refuses  more  labour 
than  just  to  salute  you  all  wiiii  the  teudercn^t  alieciiuu. 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  S.  L. 

Warrington,  2nd  Mo.,  13tb,  1770. 

Thou  hast  been  rery  frequently  tbe  companion  of 
my  mind,  since  I  saw  thee  last,  with  hope  and  secret  fear 
so  tempered  together,  as  furnish  me  with  a  solicitude  on  thy 
account,  distinguished  from  what  I  have  felt  for  almost  anj 
other.  And,  as  I  believe  tbe  Lord  of  all  our  sure  merciaa 
hath  caused  his  blessed  day  to  dawn  upon  thee,  and  I  trust 
halh  engaged  thee  sincerely  to  walk  in  it,  permit  me,  from 
the  motions  of  afiection  stronger  than  nature  suggests,  to 
ofo  thee  such  hints  aa  occur  to  my  mind.  My  hope  ia 
raised  in  this  confirmed  belief,  that  He  who  is  the  reatitntion 
of  all  things,  and  ever  equal  to  perform  his  own  work,  hath 
visited  thee  for  this  end,  even  thy  redemption,  and  hath 
measurably  prevailed  with  thee  to  avow  his  work,  by  & 
degree  of  submission  thereto.  He  ia  the  Lord  of  perfection 
himself,  and  would  make  his  sons  and  servants  like  him ; 
would  beautify  them  with  his  salvation,  <ind  make  them 


Digitized  by  Google 


OF  SAMUEL  FOTUBEOiLL. 


487 


ttroDg  for  himself.  I  am  unqueatiooaUjr  aasored  He  would 
thus  work  effbetually  wiUi  and  in  thee,  to  establish  his  own 

kingdom  in  thy  heart,  and  bless,  not  only  with  the  glimpse 
of  his  salvation,  but  the  stability  thereof,  aud  dignify  with 
a  possession  therein  lor  ever. 

But  what  are  the  terms  on  which  this  treasure  is  attain- 
able? They  are  expressed  in  the  terra  redemptioti,  lliat 
most  necehsarv  work  for  all  men,  without  which  there  can 
be  no  possibility  of  admission  amongst  the  saved  of  God. 
Here  many  have  fatally  stumbled,  and  turned  back  at  the 
hard,  yet  true,  sajnngs  of  Christ,  to  be  reduced  to  death, 
and  even  annihilation,  to  the  varied  corruptions  ot  liesli  and 
spirit,  that  the  old  man  with  all  his  works  may  be  put  off, 
and  the  new  man,  Christ  Jesus,  put  on ;  it  is,  indeed,  putting 
the  axe  to  the  root  of  the  tree,  and,  alas!  the  place  where 
many  have  gone  sorrowfully  away.  Here  my  secret  painibl 
fear  respecting  thee  hath  kept  my  heart  awake,  at  times,  in 
prayer  for  thy  establishment  and  perfect  safety.  Thou  art 
fiivonred  with  a  good  undeistanding,  mayest  thou  wait  to 
have  it  replenished  with  best  wisdom,  nor  admit  a  thought 
that  He  who  hath  the  key  of  David  hath  delegated  it  to  the 
wisdom  of  flesh  and  blood :  in  him  are  hid  the  treasures  of 
wisdom  and  knowledge,  and  he  will  he  inquired  after  and 
sought  to,  to  open  them.  It  was,  and  is,  a  truth  of  unde- 
niable authority,  that  it  is  hard  for  a  rich  man  to  enter  the 
kingdom,  whether  in  a£Buence  of  riches,  or  superiority  of 
undBntanding.  The  reason  seems  obvious, — they  have  a 
tendency  to  lead  from  a  single  dependence  on  Him  who  fiUa 
heaven  and  earth  with  goodness  and  truth,  and  demands 
the  tribute  of  love  and  obedience  irom  sll.  No  eye  but  that 
strengthened  by  faith  can  pierce  through  the  clouds  which 
cover  this  lower  system,  and  intercept  the  prospect  of  more 
excuUcnt  riches  on  high.  But  tlie  eye  opened,  by  him  who 
gave  sight  to  Bartiraeus,  sees  its  own  weakness,  and  the 
imperfection  of  all  that  is  finite;  and  looka  with  suitable 
expectation  to  Hiia  who  is  infinite, —  his  help  in  time,  and 
his  song  for  ever,    i  behold  thee  qn  a  slippery  sea  of  glassy 
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yet  mingled  with  fire ;  there  is  ability  to  stand  thereon,  and 
thereby  be  purified,  but  not  consumed.  Have  a  care  of  thy 
steps;  wait  to  have  them  directed  ri^ht,  and  they  will  issue 
in  peace.  I  see  thee  surrounded  by  foxes,  which  want  to 
nip  the  bud  of  that  vine,  which  the  Lord  of  the  heritage 
hath  planted,  and  which,  if  properly  caltlvated,  and  vigi- 
lantly guarded,  will  bring  forth  grapes  productive  of  wine, 
even  that  wine  which  makes  glad  the  heart  of  God  and 
man.  Methinks  I  see  thee,  at  times,  allured  by  the  attrac- 
tions of  divine  love  to  a  total  surrender  of  all  to  the  ever 
worthy  Sovereign;  at  other  times,  irresolute  and  wavering, 
reluctant  about  parting  with  the  honours  and  greatness  of 
this  world,  and  its  vain  applause,  even  for  His  sake  who  for 
thine  trod  the  wine-press  alone,  and  suffered  his  sacred 
head  to  be  crowned  with  thorns,  to  which,  of  proper  fight, 
belongs  the  diadem  of  heaven.  Sometimes,  the  painful 
soliloquy  may  run  on  this  wise, — I  will  tread  the  middle 
path,  and  walk  in  all  the  lustre  of  moral  rectitude,  blameless 
to  the  most  scrutinizing  mortal  eye ;  and, — "  Are  not  Abana 
and  Pbarpar,  rivers  of  Damascus,  better  than  all  the  waters 
of  Israel?**  cannot  I  be  clean  enough  by  washing  in  themf 
Here  mystery  Babylon  presents  itself,  a  transient  rest, 
procured  at  less  price  than  the  rest  of  Zion,  and  luDs,  by  its 
deception,  the  unwary  pilgrim  into  a  rest  short  of  the  true 
rest  Perad venture,  at  other  moments,  distressing  apprehen- 
sions of  thy  own  imbecility  may  so  prevail  as  to  discourage 
and  afflict,  and  perhaps  suggest  a  diffident  thought,  as 
though  victory  was  not  altLiiuable;  and  ihciicc  the  unwearied 
enemy  would  draw  conclusions  to  drop  the  warfare,  and 
€unteiU  i]j\  splf  with  thy  inevitable  lot.  Under  all  these 
bcsctnienls  who  can  stand,  and  stand  last  willjuut  fainting? 
The  armour  of  our  defence,  human  resolutions  and  conclu* 
sions,  will  vanish  into  empty  air.  liiiiuct.nce  towards  God 
as  well  as  man  is  impenetrable  armour,  and  unmixed  since- 
rity is  the  white  linen  ot  tlie  saints.  Sampson  never  met 
with  liiore  timely,  snbstaiiluil  relief,  than  from  tlie  fountain 
proceeding  from  the  jaw  bone  of  an  ass ;  he  cast  it  away  at 
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RamaUi-lebi,  but  found  it  agun  at  En-hakkora.  Mj  ioul 
crares  thy  help  and  safety;  may  the  Rock  of  Israel  be  thy 

refuge,  and  may  thy  mind  be  established  in  covenant  with 
him.    All  earth  will  vanish,  its  glory  be  like  a  dissolring 

bubble,  its  connexions  be  fleeting  as  a  dream ;  but  the  soul 
wliicli  patiently  bears  the  turuiug  of  the  redeeming  Hand, 
and,  leaving  uiomenLary  things,  cleaves  to  that  which  is 
eternal,  will  be  supported,  and  know  its  riches  to  be 
unchangeable  in  their  nature,  and  eternal  in  their  con- 
tinuance. 

Let  the  warmth  of  my  heart  plead  my  excuse  for  the 
incorrectness  of  mv  style.  I  write  because  I  feel,  and  to  be 
felt,  and  not  for  amusement.  Farewell,  dear  S. ;  remember, 
life  is  short,  its  business  arduous,  the  prize  immortal  glory, 
the  failure  eternal  misery. 

S.  F. 

In  1770,  the  state  of  S.  FothergilVs  health  did  not  permit 
him  to  attend  the  Yearly  Meeting  in  London.  The  following 
letter  relates  to  that  meeting. 

DOCTOR  FOTHBBOILL  TO  SAMUBL  FOTHBROILL. 

London,  6th  Mo.,  4th,  1770. 

I  thought  it  would  not  be  disagreeable  to  thee  to 
hear  from  the  camp.  This  afternoon  we  met  at  four,  and 
proceeded  in  the  business  as  uaual.  Henry  Oumey  la  clerk, 
and  is  both  an  able  and  expeditious  one.  The  committees 
are  appointed  as  usual,  and  I  think  that  of  appesls  is  aa 
well  as  we  have  had  for  some  time.  There  is  a  large  con- 
course of  Friends,  and  most  of  the  few  ancients  we  have 
left  are  present.  C.  Payton  is  with  us ;  Jonah  Thompson 
is  in  town,  J.  Griffith,  Is.  Sharpies,  &c.  The  Epistles  arc 
laid  upon  proper  shoulders.  Before  the  meeting  ended,  I 
wished  Friends  to  consider  the  value  of  their  time,  and  Uie 
necessity  of  being  collected,  both  lu  meetings  and  out  of  them, 
that  they  at  their  return,  and  we  when  we  were  left,  might  be 
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able  to  liH>k  back  with  some  degree  of  satisfaction.  James 
Gough  soon  alLi  r\\  ards  stood  up,  with  a  good  degree  of 
warmth,  and  I  think  this  first  sitting  as  solemn  as  manv  we 
have  had.  The  appointment  for  the  General  Epistle  is 
numerous,  and  ot  solid  Friends.  Jos.  Phipps  will  hare  the 
com{)iling  of  it,  and  I  trust  that  better  help  than  our  own 
wUl  be  aflTordod. 

/should,  we  should  all,  have  reiuicid  in  thy  company;  I 
know  thy  iniDd  will  be  with  us,  though  thy  body,  retarded 
by,  perhaps,  unreasonable  services,  is  forced  to  submit  to 
confinement.  But  there  may  be  some  instruction  in  it,  and 
if  we  ieam  wisdom,  acquire  docihty,  abate  of  our  natural 
impetuosity,  and  grow  in  patience,  much  advantage  is  reaped. 
We  were  at  the  Savoy  yesterday  i  C.  Fayton  was  with  as, 
J.  Stephenson,  Edmund  Gumey,  all  appeared ;  all  in  a  line, 
but  all,  I  think,  right;  low,  but  aa  high  as  tbej  ought  to 
be — and  convincing. 

Farewell,  dear  brother;  accept  our  ooited  affectionate 
remembrance. 

L  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTHBROILL  TO  JOHN  COAKLBY  LBTTSOM , 
Oji  bis  MABaiAas  wtth  Ahn  Mnia. 

@th  Mo.,  1770. 

I  was  duly  (avooied  with  Ifaine  bj  my  sister  at  Lea 
Hall,  and  should  have  written  sooner  had  ability  and  leisure 
united,  for  there  has  lived  in  my  mind  a  salutation  to  thee, 
the  object  of  my  tender  solicitude^  and  to  thy  wifo,  thy 
companion  in  every  tender  sense,  the  joint  object  of  my 
afl^tionate  well*wisfaing.  I  consider  you  as  now  entering 
upon  the  more  arduous  scenes  of  this  life,  and  filling  mote 
important  stations  than  in  your  single  state,  and  most 
eamesUy  desire  you  may  now,  on  your  first  entering  into  the 
move  arduous  paths,  be  wisely  directed,  for  much  depends  on 
this  important  crisis.  With  a  heart  repleiushed  with  the 
wannest  afiedioo,  I  recommend  the  Psalmist*s  wordsy  teptO'* 
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tenting  the  wise  of  all  ages,  ''In  the  name  of  onr  God  we  will 
set  op  onr  banners.'*  Tins  is  a  proper  alliuum  to  your  state* 
who  baYO  enteied  togelber  into  tbe  most  delicate  and  tender 
bonds  of  union,  to  be  each  otbei^s  help-mateSi  to  soften  ereiy 
care,  to  enbaace  ereiy  eonforty  to  dlTtde  eveiy  bnrlhen 
fedprocally  and  mutually,  and  to  belp  eaob  otber  in  oTeiy 
temporal  respect ;  and  not  onlj  so,  but  to  go  up  hand  in  hand 
together  to  the  house  of  God,  and  to  the  mountain  of  his 
holiness,  in  order  to  enjoy  this  permanent  felicity  of  the 
eoiiyogal  state.  In  the  name  of  our  God,  now  set  up  your 
banners;  let  nothing  dirert  your  minds  from  an  humble, 
attoative  cave  to  put  yourselves  under  his  protection ;  implore 
his  guardianship  and  tuition,  he  alone  can  help  you  in  times 
of  probation,  and  defend  yon  in  the  perilous  hour ;  guard  you 
irom  the  dangers  of  unsanctified  seeming  prosperity,  and 
placo  his  everlasting  arm  underneath  in  the  time  of  adversity; 
place  in  him  your  confidfiici ,  that  you  may  not  he  moved; 
the  vvurldj  witli  a  variety  ot  blandishments,  will  present  its 
schemes  of  happiness,  and  make  large  promises  of  a  ^'ood 
it  has  not  in  its  power  to  bestow;  hut  may  you  carciuUy 
remember,  that  in  the  world,  or  under  the  prevalence  of  its 
spirit,  you  will  iind  disap})uinLment  and  trouble,  but  in  the 
name  and  under  the  banners  of  God,  peace;  peace  Hows  as 
a  river,  and  all  the  crof=^  events  and  painful  allotments  are 
saiiclilu  d  f\Tid  sweetened.  Beware,  theiclore,  itsy  dear  friends, 
of  rushing  into  the  world  of  dissipation,  which  oitt  u  attends 
a  circumstance  similar  to  yours;  beware  of  a  vain  conhdenco 
in  the  smiles  atid  caresses  of  men  and  women  of  this  world's 
spirit.  Beseech  the  protection  and  guidance  of  11  im  who 
ought  to  be  placed  supreme  in  families,  and  buildeth  up  a 
sure  house  to  those  who  in  all  their  ways  acknowledge  him, 
and  cast  themselves  under  his  protection.  I  trust  a  holy 
visitation  hath  given  you  an  understanding,  what  it  is  that 
makes  for  true  peace;  enter  not  into  selfish  deliberations 
how  to  avoid  plain  duty ;  protract  not  your  stay  in  a  land 
of  jeopardy  and  danger,  by  taking  counsel,  but  not  of  God, 
and  covering  yourselves  with  a  covering,  but  not  of  his  spirit 
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The  state  of  the  Church  in  that  city  requires  of  you  to  come 
up  to  the  help  of  the  Lord,  against  the  mighty  inimdatton  of 
folly  and  forgetfulness  which  prevails;  there  are  no  wagesr 
equal  to  those  he  gives  bis  serrantSy  for  surely  the  reward  of 
the  faithful  labourer  is  exceediug  great;  peace,  tranquillity, 
and  gloiy  are  upon  tin  Ir  beads  for  ever.  Thus,  beloved 
friends,  my  soul  travails  for  you,  for  your  present  and  ever- 
lasting wdfare,  that  the  solemn  engaf^craent  you  have  mutn- 
ally  entered  Into  may  be  truly  fulfilled,  and  your  happiness 
established  upon  a  most  durable  basis.  The  eye  of  passion. 
In  the  short-lived  fever  of  the  mind,  sometimes  improperly 
called  love,  flatters  itself  with  objects  of  imagined  amiable* 
ness  and  beauty;  this  is  transient  and  mutable;  but  affection 
founded  on  mutual  esteem,  for  an  object  which  religion  and 
virtue  have  rendered  truly  estimable,  hath  a  permanency  in 
it  equal  to  the  causes  which  produced  it  It  Is  not  in  my 
mind  to  descend  into  every  particular  point  of  conduct 
necessary  for  your  happiness ;  these  will  be  clearly  opened 
as  occasion  requires,  and  help  administered  to  come  up  in 
eveiy  duty,  to  render  you  truly  comfortable  and  happy, 
usefiil  and  honourable  in  the  church  and  in  the  world,  and 
objects  of  divine  favour  and  acceptance ;  but  allow  me  to 
recommend  a  close  attendance  of  meetings,  both  Ibr  wotsbip 
and  discipline ;  in  this  most  reasonable  service  the  soul  has 
often  been  unexpectedly  replenished  with  good,  and  its 
strength  renewed  to  step  forward  in  the  holy  path.  Dare 
not  to  live  without  God  in  the  world,  lest  he  withdraw  his 
blessings,  and  tlien  who  can  mike  up  the  deficiency?  My 
health  continues  precarious;  my  auclcs  and  feet  are  weak; 
this  is  also  the  case  with  my  right  hand;  1  have  been 
obliged  lu  drop  my  pen  several  times  in  this  essay  to  salute 
you,  which  niav  account  for  several  inaccuracies  besides 
those  in  writinf? ;  nevertheless,  warm  affection  fills  and 
strengthens  my  mind  you-wards,  in  which  1  wish  you  present 
and  everlasting  welfare,  with  a  tenderness  as  nearly  paternal 
as  i  am  capable  of. 

S.  F. 
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J.  C.  Lettsom  was  the  son  of  Edward  LettBom,  the  pro- 
prietor of  three  of  those  small  islets  or  keys  which  surround 
the  Island  of  Tortola.  On  one  of  Ihese^  called  the  little 
Vandjke,  be  was  bom,  on  the  92nd  of  11th  Mo.,  1744. 
Here  his  father  cultivated  cotton,  with  the  assistance  of 
about  hfiy  slaves,  whose  cottages  were  placed  around  the 
mansion  of  their  master.  Edward  Lettsom  was  a  member 
of  the  Society  of  FneDtls,  and  had  di-alings  witli  Abraham 
and  T.  H.  Rawlinson,  of  Laucasler,  and  to  their  care  he 
consigned  his  son,  when  six  years  old.  An  early  instance, 
probably  the  first  from  those  islands,  of  this  sacrifice  on  the 
part  of  the  parent,  for  the  benefit  of  the  child,  that  the  latter 
might  receive  the  beneiit  of  a  European  education. 

It  was  at  Lancaster,  at  the  house  of  one  those  Friends, 
that  J.  C.  Lettsom  first  saw  Samuel  Foth<  ri^ill,  wlio  after- 
wards (with  John  Pickering,  of  Tortola,)  became  bis  guardian. 
The  youth  was  placed  at  Penketh,  and  was  several  years  a 
scholar  there  with  Gilbert  Thompson.  The  pupils,  fifty  or 
sixty  in  number,  were  most  of  them  boarded  out  in  the 
houses  of  Mends  in  the  neighbourhood*  The  school-house 
was  contiguous  to  the  meeting-house,  and  continued,  with 
some  short  intervals,  to  be  used  for  the  same  purpose,  down 
to  the  year  1828.  This  school,  under  the  able  government 
of  Gilbert  Thompson  and  his  father,  enjoyed  a  high  reputa- 
tion ;  and  it  is  recorded,  that  during  the  forty  yeaia  that  the 
son  "presided  in  this  happy  place,  one  death  only  had 
occuired  amongst  the  scholars.  This  was  Springett  Penn, 
the  son  and  heur  of  the  then  proprietor  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
he,  it  was  said,  was  consumptive  when  he  first  entered  the 
schooL** 

When  sixteen  years  of  age,  J.  C.  Lettsom  was  placed  as  an 
apprentice  with  Abraham  SutcliflT,  a  surgeon,  at  Settle.  To 
this  place  he  travelled,  from  Warrington,  upon  a  pack-horse, 
which  used  to  pass  Iroin  Lancashire  into  Yorkshire.  In  after 
lile  he  Lliu^  mentions  the  circumstance;  "I  went  to  Settle,  a 
fatherless  lad.  I  rode  alone  from  the  lioubc  of  my  guardian, 
Samuel  Fothergill,  at  Wariiugtoo.    When  we  parted,  he 
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addressed  me  thus — '  Please  thy  rnasler;  and,  if  thou  tumest 
out  well,  I  will  recommend  thtc  to  my  brother,  the  doctor; 
and  ncTcr  forofet,  that  to  he  e^ood  is  to  be  happy.'" 

On  completing  his  apprenticeship,  he  went  to  London, 
and  thence  to  the  Island  of  Tortola,  where  he  practised  as  a 
physician.  He  returned  to  England  in  1768,  and  finally 
settled  in  London,  where  he  commenced  practice,  under  the 
protection  of  Dr.  Fothergill,  to  whom  his  guardian  had 
recomniended  him ;  and,  by  the  introduction  of  the  doctor, 
be  advanced  rapidly  in  his  profession.  In  1770,  he  was 
married  to  Ann  ATicrs,  with  whom  he  received  a  considerable 
fortune.  In  1774,  Dr.  Lettsom,  Dr.  Harvey,  and  a  few 
others,  formed  the  Humane  Society,  for  the  recovery  of 
persons  apparently  drowned.  Twenty-two  years  before  this. 
Doctor  Fothergill  had  addressed  to  the  Boyal  Society  a 
paper  on  the  same  subject,  bat  it  was  not  then  pursued. 

By  the  decease  of  Dr.  Fothergill,  in  1780,  a  great  acces- 
sion was  made  to  the  medical  practice  of  Dr.  Lettsom,  who 
has  acknowledged,  in  warm  and  grateful  terms,  how  largely 
he  was  indebted  to  his  departed  friend  and  patron.  He 
continued,  for  a  long  couise  of  years,  actively  engaged  as  a 
physician,  and  in  the  establishment  and  management  of 
Tarious  medical,  scientific,  and  benevolent  institutions.  To 
the  popularity  thus  acquired,  to  the  standing  he  so  rapidly 
attained  by  the  patronage  of  Dr.  Fothergill,  combined  wilh 
his  own  kind  and  amiable  temper,  and  the  active  benevo- 
lence of  his  character,  may  be  ascribed  the  success  which 
attended  him,  and  the  lucrative  practice  which  he  enjoyed 
for  many  yean,  rather  than  to  the  possession  of  great  natural 
talents,  much  depth  of  medical  knowledge,  or  peculiar  skill 
in  his  profession. 

He  died  in  London,  on  the  Ist  of  lllh  Mo.,  1816,  in  the 
71st  year  of  his  age. 
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SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  A.  T. 

WanmgtoD,  1770. 

Had  mj  bodily  abilitj  been  nearer  equal  to  my 
affiBCtionate  soUdtade  for  thee,  and  more  particularly  on  thy 

late  very  dangerous  illness,  I  had  ere  now  paid  thee  a  visit. 
Thou  hast  bueii  ihv  almost  constant  object  ol"  my  atluiiLiuii, 
and  as  1  feel  a  teiideruess  for  thee  as  li  my  own  child,  permit 
me  a  little  to  relieve  my  thoughts,  by  an  attempt  at  expres- 
sion. Thy  own  reflectioi^s  w  ill  instantly  suggest  the  subject 
—  that  dangerous  habit  of  drinkiup;  more  strong  liquor  tlian 
nature  requires,  and  than  thy  constitution  can  bear.  A 
custom  which  hath  grown  upon  thee,  until  it  has  become 
habitual,  and  which  I,  along  with  many  others,  look  upon 
as  the  cause  of  those  dangerous  attacks  in  which  thy  life 
hath  been  imminently  endangered.  I  bare  not  been  frequent 
in  advice  to  thee  on  thia  bead;  I  have  sileotly  observed  it^ 
and  a  hope  bath  at  times  arisen,  that  thy  own  good  sense, 
aided  by  many  a  semt  conviction  of  misconduct  in  this 
respecty  by  that  Power  which  hath  often  and  mercifully 
Btriven  with  thee,  might  hare  fully  opened  thy  eyes,  to  see 
and  to  rouse  all  within  thee  to  seek  to  avoid  that  wreck  of 
peace,  reputation,  comfort,  and  happiness,  to  which  intem- 
perance inevitably  leads.  Thou  hast  not  the  plea  which 
many  others  allege  for  it — domestic  distnibance  and  infa- 
licity.  Thy  wife  most  affectionately  disposed  to  make  thy 
moments  happy  and  peaceful,  and  to  remove  every  occasion 
which  might  lead  to  seek  a  temporary  relief  by  intemperance. 
Her  relations  love  thee,  as  much  as  if  the  relation  was  by 
consanguinity :  we  know  no  difference ;  and  with  the  utmost 
solicitude  interest  ourselves  in  thy  happiness.  The  allure- 
ments of  company,  the  progression  of  custom  to  habit,  have 
been  too  pre  valent,  and  almost  rendered  drinking  necessary 
to  thy  constitution  ;  at  least,  induced  thee  to  think  so,  and  to 
act  in  consequence.  Time  after  lime,  painful  conviction  of 
its  tendency,  by  the  decay  of  thy  health,  hath  attended;  and 
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I  believr  desires  and  resolutions  have  taken  place,  for  wiser 
conduct  iu  luturc  time.  But,  alas !  too  fleeting  have  these 
proved,  and  returning  health  been  sacrificed  to  the  gratifi- 
cation of  an  irregular  desire,  and  the  solicitations  of  com* 
panions.  Bear  with  me  in  these  remarks — thou  knows  they 
are  too  true.  I  want  not  to  upbraid  iheoy  bat  to  aid  and 
strengthen  those  wishes,  which,  I  believe,  thou  entertains, 
afler  more  peaceful  times.  This  last  affecting  crisis  hath 
united  in  it  all  the  inatruction  nnd  alarm  which  can  possiblj 
be  given  in  time;  a  recovery  from  the  brink  of  the  grave — a 
reprieve  from  an  eternal,  unchangeable  state— a  restoration 
to  thj  family,  thy  friends,  and  thy  connexions,  now  seems 
to  OS  a  pleasing  prospect,  and  an  opportunity,  I  trust,  once 
more  put  into  thy  hands,  to  retrieve  thy  peace  of  mind,  thy 
health,  and  reputation,  all  which  have  been  deeply  affected. 
This  seems  to  me  like  a  new  beginning.  Thou  hadst  nearly 
paid  the  debt  of  nature  —  thou  art  unexpectedly  raised  up. 
Life  or  death,  peace  or  dismay,  honour  or  reproach,  await 
(hy  choice.  In  this  situation  I  view  thee  with  the  tender 
anxiety  of  a  friend,  nay,  of  a  father,  earnestly  desirous  thou 
may  lay  hold  of  offered  mercy,  and  become  so  wise  and 
steady,  as  to  evince  thy  gratitude  to  a  gracious  Benefactor ; 
that  he  who  hath  been  thy  resurrection,  may  also  become  thy 
life.  Frequent,  I  believe,  have  been  thy  resolutions,  and 
strong  thy  desires,  in  past  times,  for  better  conduct;  but, 
alas !  what  is  man,  unaided  by  that  Power  from  above,  in 
wUeh  alone  is  sufficiency,  and  who  will  be  sought  unto  for 
his  help,  and  with  whom  we  must  be  co-workers,  and  take 
up  the  cross  to  those  inclinations  which  lead  to  evil.  May 
all  within  thee  be  excited  to  look  up  to  11  im,  to  beseech  his 
protection,  to  walk  in  watchful  care  and  diligence  the  residue 
of  thy  uncertain  continuance  here.  This  will  certainly 
become  thy  duty,  and  present  and  eternal  interest ;  and 
although  it  may  expose  thee  to  the  disregard,  perhaps 
derision,  ol  bume  u  iiu  glory  in  their  shame,  yet  the  Divine 
peace,  the  pure  and  pleasing  evidence  of  well  done,  will 
make  abundant  amends.    If  ever  we  attaiu  to  sit  down  with 
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the  Captain  of  our  salvation  in  his  kingdom,  we  must,  for 
tbe  joy  set  before  us,  despise  the  shame  and  endure  the 
cross.  And  oh!  that  through  ibis  path  thoo  may  secure 
what  tbe  world  can  neither  ^ve  nor  take  away. 

Hy  heart  is  filled  with  love  and  strong  denre  for  thee,  mj 
feeble  hand  incapable  of  using  my  pen  but  for  a  short  space 
of  time:  this  may  render  the  letter  incoherent;  but  it  is  in 
truest  affection.  Oh !  that  it  may  please  the  Almighty  to 
bless  to  thee  thy  escape  from  death.  May  he  give  thee  a 
heart  to  seek  and  fear  him,  lest,  upon  a  relapse  into  indis* 
cretion,  a  worse  thing  befal  thee  than  hath  hitherto  proved 
thy  lot  I  am,  in  the  greatest  sincerity,  thine  in  every  bond 
of  affection,  natural  and  divine. 

S.  F. 

DB.  FOTHERGILL  TO  THE  MEETING  FOK  SUFFERINGS. 

Near  Middlewich,  Cheshire,  8th  Mo.,  20th,  1770. 

Dear  Friends, 

As  you  are  irequently  in  my  thoughts  when  absent 

from  yon,  an  inclination  seemed  to  arise  in  my  mind,  just  to 

express  the  cordial  regard  I  feel  for  you,  both  as  a  body,  and 

as  individuals.    OHen  have  I  been  filled  with  thankfulness, 

that  my  lot  has  been  cast  amongst  you.   Much  benefit  have 

I  received  from  the  wisdom  that  hath  been  manifested  in  the 

conduct  of  your  affairs;  and  I  often  consider  you  as  an 

assembly  of  some  of  the  most  favoured  people  in  the  whole 

city,  may  I  not  say  in  the  whole  Society  ?  It  seldom  escapes 

me,  when  I  sit  down  with  you,  fervently  to  desire  that  we 

may  always,  when  we  meet,  feel  a  degree  of  that  solemn 

awe,  which  I  am  sure  is  often  felt  among  you,  and  that  none 

may  go  away  without  being  the  better  for  their  meeting. 

And  I  esteem  it  a  signal  mercy,  that,  in  the  midst  of 

so  many  unavoidable  eiigagcments,  in  the  increase  of 

which  I  think  my  heart  has  no  delight,  a  desire  is  kept 

alive  to  be  united  nearer,  if  possible,  to  every  tender  mind 

amongst  you ;  to  profit  by  their  example,  and  to  be  divested 
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of  miy  thiog  that  might  not  contribute  to  the  help  of  ioclt- 
▼idnals,  or  advantage  to  the  whole.  May  I  just  say,  that  I 
ffflrently  wish  an  awful  reverenct;  may  clothe  every  mind 
when  we  are  collected  together.  The  more  closely  and 
steadily  we  can  unite  heie,  tbe  LeUtii*  we  shall  be  enabled 
to  judge  properly,  and  act  wisely,  concerning  the  things 
that  are  brought  before  us. 

It  is  not  in  my  thouL^liis  to  esteem  myself  proper  to  give 
advice  to  such  a  body  of  sensible  Friends,  whom  1  honour  in 
the  tnith ;  but  it  seeinod  pleasingly  to  arise  in  niy  mind,  to 
testify  my  brotherly  remembrance  by  these  few  lines,  and  to 
be  a  kind  of  prompter,  though  at  fi  distance,  to  consider 
your  importance  in  regard  to  the  weli-beuig  of  the  Society, 
avS  instniments  in  tlic  hands  of  Providence  for  much  good ; 
and  to  consider  what  frame  of  mind  such  meetings  should 
be  held  in.  I  know,  from  experience,  that  many  of  you 
come  together  with  such  dispositions ;  and  that  1  may  do  so 
likewise,  that  others  who  may  even  be  behind  me  may  come 
ttp  in  the  same  earnest  eodeavoar  to  be  what  they  should  be, 
k  now,  and  often  has  been,  my  desire. 

It  is  not  boastingly,  but  with  a  degree  of  humUe  grati- 
tude, that  I  can  mention,  though  absent  from  you,  my  heart 
18  with  yoo  often.  This  favourable  recess  is  not  granted  that 
it  may  be  spent  in  dissipation  or  indolence.  I  wish  to 
renew  my  strength  both  of  body  and  mind,  and  to  seek  after 
that  which  can  renew  it  properly.  I  salute  you  in  much 
aiTectiony  and  am 

Your  friend  and  brother, 

John  Fothbrgu.!.. 

In  the  8lh  Mo.,  1770,  Samuel  FothergUl  was  again  at 
ScaiboTongh,  and  experienced  some  benefit  to  his  health 
from  the  visit:  he  was,  as  usual,  much  engaged  in  the 
ministiy ;  he  thus  wrote  to  his  wife: — 

 **  I  got  safely  to  this  place,  yesterday,  and 

have  home  my  journey  weU,  beyond  my  expectation,  though 
the  weakness  continues  in  my  band  and  feet  I  was  enabled 
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to  attend  the  meetings  here  to  day,  whicli  were  large,  this 
aflemoon  especially ;  a  great  number  of  persons  of  distinc- 
tion, from  divers  parts  of  the  nation,  were  present,  and  it 
was  a  time  of  memorable  favour.  I  am  humbly  thankful  to 
feel  reason  to  believe  that  I  am  where  I  ought  to  be ;  and 
of  this  I  am  assured,  that  if  we  forget  not  our  God  and 
ourselves,  he  will  never  leave  us,  but  will  be  mercifaly  and 
will  condescend  as  a  tender  father  to  our  frailties.** 

S.  F. 

In  the  12th  Month,  he  was  engaged  in  religious  service 
in  the  city  and  neighbourhood  of  London ;  during  which, 
accompanied  by  John  Eliot,  he  visited  the  families  of 
Friends  in  Westminster  meeting.  The  number  of  visits  on 
this  occasion  was  upwards  of  fifty. 

The  visits  thus  paid,  in  three  successive  years,  to  the 
families  of  Friends  in  different  meetings  in  London,  may  be 
regarded  as,  on  his  part,  a  sacrifice  of  dedication  in  the 
evening  of  bis  life,  and  as  setting  a  seal  to  his  former 
abundant  labours  in  that  city. 

SAMUEL  rOTBERGILL  TO  HI8  BROTHER  AND  SISTER. 

Warrington,  2nd  Mo.,  2nd,  1771. 

I  hare  been  prevented  writing  to  either  of  you 
again,  before  now.  And,  indeed,  I  have  silently  led  on  the 
pleasure  arising  from  our  late  interview;  something  language 
cannot  exproas  hath  often  coyeied  my  spirit,  in  humble 
tfaankftdness  to  that  Hand  which  hath  preserved  us  hitherto, 
smtnally  dear  to  each  other,  and  not  strangers  to  the  most 
durable  ties  of  the  universal  family  of  our  Heavenly  Father. 
May  we  carefully  guard  against  every  thing,  however  pleas- 
ing, of  which  the  tendency  is  to  enfeeble  that  life  which  is 
everlasting  and  precious.  Wo  are  hastening  through  mutable 
to  immutable  things,  and  wc  have  all  great  need  to  have  the 
pure  mind  ofteu  stiiTed  up,  lest  the  Master  of  the  house  come, 
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and  find  ub  either  sleeping  or  ill  employed.  My  return 
home  was  io  much  quiet;  I  endeaToured,  in  the  course  of 
mj  labour,  to  keep  close  company  with  the  seed.  Few  are 
the  places  where  it  reigns.  I  was  thankful  to  feel  I  had  not 
forgot  it  in  prison ;  and,  whatever  may  be  the  consequence 
to  others,  the  peaceful  evidence  of  the  discharge  of  my  duty 
sweetly  stays  my  own  mind.  I  never  felt  more  renewed  in 
that  lore  which  is  stronger  than  death,  with  a  comfortable 
assurance  that  our  father's  God  and  cur's  is  graciously  mind- 
fttl  of  us  hitherto,  and  wills  our  preservation  to  our  latest 
time.  May  a  just  sense  of  the  value*  and  necessity  of  this 
important  favour  ever  rest  so  properly  on  our  minds,  as  to 
quicken  our  diligence  to  know  and  to  do  his  good  and 
acceptable  will,  that  we  may  arrive  at  the  recompence  of  a 
happy  reward.  The  times  require  labour ;  and  it  ought  to 
be  often  on  our  minds,  as  a  powerful  inducement  to  it,  that 
we  have  received  from  the  Lord  of  the  vineyard  abilities  for 
service,  superior  in  some  measure  to  some  of  our  fellow 
servants ;  and  where  much  is  given,  nuich  will  be  required. 
There  cannot  be  any  cniploynient  or  acquisition  equally 
beneliciai,  to  us  and  to  the  Church,  with  that  which  results 
to  a  devoted  mind,  solicitous  ;ibove  all  to  fill  up  our  duty 
in  the  highest  service.  May  we  ever  consider  it,  and  at  the 
close  of  our  time  experience  it  as  a  most  necessary  truth. 

S.  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  JOHN  HUSTLER.* 

Warrington,  4th  Mo.,  1771. 

The  contents  of  thine  respecting  Cornelius  Cayley, 
and  the  copy  of  his  application  to  Friends  of  Leeds  Meeting, 

♦  John  Hustler  resided  at  Undercliff,  near  Bradford,  and  was 
distinguished  by  his  usefulness  and  public  spirit.  Benevolent  and 
indefatigable  in  his  exertions  to  promote  the  int<  i  t-^t';  of  his  fellow- 
meo,  to  him  the  town  of  Bradford  owed  its  public  hall  for  the  sale 
of  worsted  ata&a,  the  staple  manufacture  of  the  neighbouiiiood ; 
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have  been  mucli  in  my  tlioughls.  I  have  hitherto  been  a 
stranger  to  the  person  and  his  case,  I  read,  some  years 
ago,  many  of  the  journals  of  those  (  xcrciscd  in  endeavouring 
to  promote  the  revival  of  Christianity,  but  there  appeared  to 
rae  so  much  of  the  nature  of  those  things  that  the  day  of  the 
Lord  should  come  upon,  so  fully  described  —  Isaiah  ii.  10, 
to  the  end  of  the  chapter,  that  I  declined  the  search,  in 
hopes  that  the  winnowhig  power  of  Truth  would  separate 
the  wheat  from  the  chaiT,  in  minds  pure,  upright,  and  sincere; 
and  that  the  Power  which  prepared  the  eyes  of  the  man 
blind  iirom  his  birth,  by  spitting  on  the  clay,  and  finished 
his  mairellotts  work  by  sending  him  to  the  **  pool  of  Siloam,** 
or  to  the  sent,  for  washing,  might,  in  the  same  line,  and  by 
the  efficacy  of  the  word  of  his  mouth — which  is  as  a  two- 
edged  sword,  and  whose  entrance  giveih  light  and  life — hare 
led  them  into  that  which  is  within  the  veil,  and  impenetrable 
to  the  eyes  which  have  only  been  anointed  with  the  spittle 
on  their  earth ;  and  for  this  my  soul  hath  often  been  baptized 
in  humble,  fervent  prayer. 

The  person  under  immediate  notice  claims,  and  hath  my 
sympathy ;  I  believe  him  joined  to  all  the  living,  through 
the  quickening  virtueof  the  life-giving  word,  and  I  earnestly 
pray  for  his  complete  formation,  as  a  vessel  meet  for  the 
Master's  use :  yet  a  secret  and  painful  jealousy  affects  me, 
that  patience  hath  not  hud  its  perfect  work,  to  lead  hiiu  into 
all  tlx  unutterable  depths  of  the  Lord's  preparing  day,  nor 
all  the  idols  cast  to  the  moles  and  to  the  bats:  my  jealousy 
arises  from  the  activity  of  distinguished  seif,  which  loves 
the  splendid,  pleasant  picture  ;  an  easy  purchase,  in  compa- 
rison of  the  deep-hidden  pearl  of  substantial  Trutli.  We 
sorrowfully  know  that  we  have  amongst  us  traditional  for- 

and  to  him  the  nation  is  indebted  for  the  project  of  uniting'  the 
Eastern  and  Western  Seas,  by  the  formation  of  the  Leeds  and 
Liverpool  Canal,  to  the  oompletbn  of  wbich  be  devoted,  with 
unwearied  attention  und  pen!ieverance,  many  years  of  bis  life.  He 
died  11th  Mo.,  6tb,  1790,  aged  75. 
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malUtfly  haTiiig  a  name  oDly,  by  ontwaid  iDheritanee ;  yet 
tbexe  remaiDa  a  worm  Jacob,  the  feeble,  yet  faitbfal  wresUer 
with  God  amongat  ua,  whose  life  ia  hid  with  Chriat  Id  God, 
and  who,  throogh  the  virtoe  of  the  aacred  unctloii,  have  not 
an  absolute  need  of  man*a  teaching,  but  are  gathered  in 
apirit  into  the  Lord's  mountun^  where  the  Lord  of  Hoata 
makes  unto  all  his  people  a  feaat  of  fat  things,  and  where  he 
destroys  the  face  of  the  covering,  and  the  veil  that  is  spread 
over  all  nations.  But  the  formalbta  amongst  us  are  in  the 
same  life,  with  all  the  family  under  the  veil,  and  the  face  of 
the  covering,  and  not  having  on  the  garment  of  needle-work, 
wrought  in  a  course  of  experience,  have  not  a  right  to  this 
feaat  on  ihe  Lord's  mountain,  but  feed  on  perishable  husks; 
and  a  superficial  ministry,  of  ihe  same  birtli,  and  moving  on 
the  same  ground,  feeds  itself  with  the  like  food,  fills  its  belly 
with  the  cast-wind,  and  empties  its  cliilliDg  qualities  on  the 
superficial  dependents  on  human  lielp. 

The  tLbtiiauny  given  ns  a  people,  in  V  Liiious  branches, 
hath  been  a  stone  of  sUniibling,  and  a  rock  ot  offence,  to 
many,  wlio  have  wished  lor  our  crown,  without  our  cross, 
and  have  overlooked  and  despised  the  peculiarity  of  our 
testimony,  or  the  Lord's  Testimony  by  and  through  us. 
The  language,  fashions,  and  cubLoms  of  the  \^  ^l^ld,  though 
by  many  esteemed  inditrercnt,  are  not  so  to  us,  but  are  a 
part  of  the  growth,  the  underwood  of  the  lofty  Lebanon, 
which  the  day  of  the  Lord  is  to  come  upon,  as  well  as  upon  iho 
tall  cedars  i  and  when  that  day  conies,  it  will  bum  as  an 
(n  fTi,  indiscriminately,  with  prevailing  heat,  and  leave  them 
neither  root  nor  branch.  All  who  have  entered  into  fellow- 
ship with  us,  through  the  baptism  of  Christ,  the  true  door  of 
entrance,  have,  not  from  imitation,  but  clear  conviction, 
found  this  comphance  their  indi^enaable  duty.  We  might 
have  many  preachers  break  in  upon  us,  were  we  at  liberty  to 
admit  them  upon  the  partial  foundation  of  general  speculative 
truths,  without  their  coming  to  the  unity  of  the  Spirit,  which 
unites  faitbAilness  to  the  Lord*s  statutes  and  testimonies  to 
us,  and  by  us  to  the  world.   How  far  the  person  in  question 
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may  have  seen  into  this  Testimonv  1  know  not,  but  this  I 
know,  many  of  those  called  Methodists  (tlieir  preachers 
especially)  rather  contemn  than  approve  this  peculiar  dis- 
pensation, which,  the  longer  I  live,  llic  more  (  h  arly  1  see 
to  be  from  Heaven,  against  that  spirit  which  rules  in  all 
carnality,  whether  notorious  in  obvious  eril,  more  concealed 
in  the  walks  of  formality,  or  more  refined  and  faUacious  in 
the  outward  court  of  the  temple. 

T  cannot  well  omit  a  passage  in  C.  C.*s  letter,  expressing 
that  "  the  life  begins  to  send  up  iresh  sap  into  my  dead  earth, 
''and  the  blind  in  me  begin to  see,  the  deaf  to  hear,  and 
''the  dumb  to  speak."  I  beUe?o  this  ia  really  the  truth, 
and  a  strong  description  of  an  infantile  state,  a  resunection 
from  being  buried  in  a  baptism  of  death,  into  a  new  life,  and 
yet  scarcely  grown  up  into  it  capacity  of  preaching  the  ever- 
lasting Gospel  of  salvation.  The  forty  days*  retreat  into  the 
desert,  prerioos  to  the  ministry  of  the  Holy  Jesus,  seems  to 
me  not  iully  aecompliahed. 

I  feel  much  for  C.  G. ;  I  lore  him;  I  wish  to  give  him  the 
right  band  of  fellowship  in  the  Lovd  Jesus;  his  spirit  is  near 
my  life ;  and  oh  that  he  may  endure  the  Lord's  preparing 
day !  that  he  may  come  out  of  Egypt  clear,  and  unmixed 
with  any  of  those  thmgs  which  veil  the  beauty  of  the  Lord's 
worlcmanship.  I  hope  Friends  will  be  tender  towards  him, 
yet,  for  his  own  sake,  and  the  Testimony's,  firm  and  steady, 
for  this  will  be  beneficial  to  him,  if  he  ever  comes  in  ai  dkg 
right  door.  I  recommend  Friends  concerned,  and  this  person, 
to  a  deep  inward  attention  to  the  great  Minister  of  the  sanc- 
tuary, that  in  bis  counsel  and  wisdom  all  may  move,  and  the 
precious  unity  of  the  one  Eternal  Spirit  may  be  known  to 
run  into  the  nethermost  skirts  of  their  garments. 

I  am,  thy  affectionate  friend,  in  deep  travail  for  Zion's 
beauty,  that  none  who  lore  her  may  fail  of  the  salvation 
within  her  gates, 

S.  F. 
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Cornelius  Cay  ley,  to  ubose  case  the  foregoing  letter 
relates,  had  addressed  to  Friends  of  LeedSy  where  he  then 
leridedy  a  letter  setting  forth  his  religious  state  and  past 
experience,  wherein  he  mentions,  that  for  thirteen  years  he 
had  preached  whenever  he  could,  not  having  freedom  to 
be  in  any  particular  connexion  of  people  but,  b  ;i\  ing  been 
brought  to  a  closer  unity  with  the  principles  of  Friends,  he 
requested  to  be  united  with  them  in  religious  membership. 
Some  visits  were  made  to  him  bj  the  FHends  appointed,  but 
after  a  few  months  he  ceased  to  attend  the  meetings  of 
Friends,  and  the  case  was  therefore  ended.  8.  Fothergill 
evidentlj  had  some  fears  that  this  individivd  was  not  yet 
clear  of  the  activity  of  self.  The  views  contained  in  his 
letter  are  deep,  weighty,  and  instructive;  whilst  his  feelings 
and  tenderness  manifest  that  he  was  actuated  by  pure  gospel 
love. 

SAMUEL  FOTHERGILL  TO  HIS  SlbTEK. 

Warrington,  4th  Mo.,  Bth,  1771. 

  Our  Northern  Yearly  Meeting  at  Chester 

approaches  fast,  and  brings  along  with  it  an  anxious  travail 
that  the  good  cause  and  glorious  Name  may  be  magnified. 
It  is  the  Lord's  work,  and  his  is  the  strength  ;  and  I  believe, 
if  all  flesh  be  silfnt,  and  the  will  and  wrath  of  man  be 
thoroughly  abased,  be  will  pity  his  people,  and  arise  for  his 
own  name's  sake. 

With  respect  to  Ireland,  1  cannot  see  myself  at  liberty  to 
be  elsewhere  than  at  Chester,  the  first  day  after  the  Yearly 
Meeting  there.  If  a  good  opportunity  and  a  fair  wind  serve, 
we  shall  go  down  to  Parkgate ;  otherwise,  by  Holyhead,  and 
have  no  doubt  of  our  being  in  Dublin  time  enough  for  their 
National  Meeting.  But  all  this  with  filial,  reverent  submis- 
sion to  my  Heavenly  Father. 
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The  allusion  made  to  Ireland,  in  the  preceding  letter, 
related  to  a  visit  whicli  Samuel  Fothergill  made  about  this 
tiiiK,  Hi'  acconi|)aiiied  two  of  his  nieces  to  Diihlin;  one  of 
them,  Mary  Watson,  having  been  then  recently  married, 
was  on  her  \\  ay  to  her  future  residence,  at  Watcrford.  He 
attended,  whilst  in  Dublin,  the  National  Meeting,  and  his 
services  on  that  occasion  are  thus  meolioned  by  Bichard 
Shackleton. 

'*  I  would  give  thee  a  further  detail  of  our  Meeting,  if 
I  could  remember  it ;  but,  as  one  billow  succeeds  another, 
so  one  exercising  opportunity  follows  so  closely  upon 
another,  in  my  deep  wadings  and  weary  sleppings  along, 
that  I  cannot  always  retain  particulars  in  tny  remembrance. 
The  meetings  hare  been  uncommonly  large  and  crowded.  It 
has  been  almost  wholly  the  lot  of  our  Mend,  Samuel  Fother- 
gill, to  Imm  inceme  publicly.  He  is  indeed  carried  on 
wonderfully.  His  Master  dignifies  him,  and  exalts  his 
testimony  through  him.  He  is  made  like  the  shew-bread 
on  the  altar — some  sacred  symbol,  that  is  eminently  con- 
spicuous, attended  with  a  degree  of  glory,  in  order  to  attract 
and  engage  a  people  too  much  outward,  and,  if  possible,  by 
instrumental  means,  enamour  them  with  the  beauty  which  is 
in  the  IVnth.  Such  b  the  mercy  and  condescension  of  the 
Creator,  who  uses  various  means  in  wisdom,  that  his  crea- 
tures may  not  perish  for  ever;  and  leaves  all  without  excuse, 
that  their  perdition  may  be  of  themselves.  The  London 
queries  (as  proposed  by  S.  Fothergill)  were  read  and  answered 
yesterday,  in  the  meeting  of  conference  of  Friends  of  both 
sexes.  Samuel  was  beautifully  drawn  forth  upon  this  occa* 
sion,  as  usual.  The  public  meeting  to-day  was  very  large, 
and  he  was  coneemed  in  testimony,  also  feelingly  and  fer* 

vently  in  supplication  I  have  had  close  employment 

upon  committees,  &c.,  so  that,  at  home  or  abroad,  there 
seems  little  rest  to  the  sole  of  my  foot.  Neither  is  it  in  oil 
that  I  dip  it,  when  it  does  rest ;  but  if  it  returns  to  the  ark  of 
the  testimony,  and  sinks  or  swims  along  with  i7,  I  may  be 
satisfied." — f  R.  Shackleton  to  his  father,  Abraham  Shackle- 
tofiy  4th  Mo.,  Both,  177 1. 
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SAMUEL  FOTH£KGILL  TO  MAKY  WATSON. 

Warrington,  6tli  Mo.,  ISth,  1771. 

Oflcii,  very  often,  since  we  paiied,  liath  my  henri 
expanded  in  the  tuuderest  aficclioii  idwards  thee,  my  dearly- 
beloved  niece,  and  all  the  aftectionate  feelings  of  a  mind 
solicitous  for  thy  happiness,  from  the  united  ties  of  nature 
and  divine  love,  have  been  strong  with  me.  Thou  hast  beeu 
the  daily  companion  of  my  mind.  Often  have  I  wished  to 
write  to  thee;  as  often,  hitherto,  prevented,  by  many  inter- 
vening avocations,  and,  indeed,  an  incapacity  of  expressing 
what  I  feel,  and  what  I  want  to  say.  My  experience  hath 
taught  me  to  believe,  that  the  lighter  sensations  of  the  mind 
flow  from  the  tongue  or  pen  with  ease ;  but  there  is  known 
to  a  delicate  mind  certain  aeaaons,  when  all  the  powers  of 
language  are  baffled,  and  the  most  copious  expression  is  very 
imperfect 

For  thee,  my  beloved  relative^  this  is  mnch  the  state  of 
my  mind.  Fervent  beyond  the  force  of  mere  nature  are  my 
desires  for  thy  happiness,  in  the  most  extensive  sense  of  the 
word;  and  a  hope  accompanies  my  wish  that  it  may  be 
granted  thee.  Let  the  language  of  the  experience  of  Ihy 
progenitors  powerfully  prevail — let  the  language  of  truth 
to  thy  own  mind  in  the  cool  of  the  day  confirm  it — that 
religion  and  happiness  are  synonymous  terms.  In  the  name 
of  the  Ood  of  heaven  and  earth  set  up  thy  banner.  Now,  in 
thine  entrance  on  the  public  walks  of  life,  seek  caielully  after 
the  durable  riches  of  righteousness — after  the  blessing  of 
thai  Hand  which  builds  up  families  on  the  solid  foundation 
of  unshaken  peace,  and  sanctifies  every  dispensalion,  whether 
joyous  or  painful ;  for  great  is  the  necessity  of  having  oar 
prosperity  sanctified,  lest  we  grow  full,  and  forget  the  giver, 
and  prostitute  his  favours  to  purposes  repugnant  to  his  design 
and  our  essential  good.  Happy  is  the  cabin  of  soitow  and 
penury,  in  comparison  of  the  }>a.lacc  of  unsanctified  allluoncc. 
Thy  mind  happily  established  in  the  pursuit  of  the  divine bless- 
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ing,  thou  wilt  not  be  unmindful  of  thy  duty  as  an  individual, 
nor  insensible  of  the  obligation  to  fill  it  up  before  God  and 
his  church.  Ob,  lliat  now,  in  the  bloom  of  youth,  and  having 
before  thee  the  lengthening  prospect  of  all  the  world  calls 
good,  thy  mind  might  be  turned  steadily  and  fervently  to 
His  service,  whu  halh  called  thee  witli  a  high  and  holy  call- 
ing; that,  by  a  rolicrious  dedication  of  all  thy  faculties,  thou 
mayest  be  rendered  an  instrument  of  good,  in  these  days 
wherein  the  gates  of  Zion  do  mourn. 

Thy  beloved  companion,  thy  bosom  friend^  in  an  inex- 
pressibly dear  relation,  claims  thy  help,  iby  sympathy,  and 
thy  assistance,  in  the  most  interesting  concern.  Prudence, 
economy,  and  the  domestic  offices,  are  to  be  filled  up  with 
propriety,  that  thou  mayest  fUl  ap  the  valuable  relations,  and 
be  adorned  with  the  qualities,  so  beautifully  described,  Ptov. 
chap.  xxxi.  FCr.  18  to  the  end.  And,  above  all,  to  promote 
bit  truest  interest^  for  which  I  believe  he  is  at  times  properly 
anxious  to  go  hand  in  band  up  to  the  house  of  the  Loid,  to 
the  mountain  of  the  house  of  the  Ood  of  Jacob.  Associate 
with  sach  amongst  you  who  may  strengthen  thee  in  the  best 
things— be  diligent  in  the  attendance  of  meetings  for  worship 
and  discipline— make  a  point  of  it  to  attend  week-day  meet- 
ings.  Evidence  to  others^  my  dear  child,  that  the  precepts 
I  have  wished  to  instil  into  ihy  mind  have  not  been  disbe- 
beUeved,  nor  my  anxious  solicitude  for  thee  an  unavailing 
care. 

Cherish  the  affection  of  thy  dear  companion  witli  a  deli- 
cate solicitude  J  give  hiin  no  pain  in  things  seemingly  trivial; 
anticipate  his  desires  with  alacrity;  this  will  secure  mutual 
esteem,  and  establish  reciprocal  happiness.  Esteem  is  looked 
upon  as  a  cool  word  in  comparison  of  maT>y  others,  as  rela- 
tive to  conjugal  felicity  ;  but  if  it  seem  not  suflic  icntly  ardent, 
it  is  the  perm  an  i  lit  basis  of  union.  Wiieii  the  short-lived 
fervor  oi  the  passions  hath  subsided,  and  cool  judgment 
opened  its  discerning  eye,  affection,  deliberate,  steady  affec- 
tion, hath  selected  that  which  is  estimable  as  its  treasure, 
and  laid  a  deep  foundation  to  build  upon,  which  hath  stood 
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the  shock  of  future  trials,  and  supported  in  the  various  per- 
turbations of  life,  and  blessed  in  every  allotment  Bui  where 
an  exterior  hath  been  the  chief  good,  and  this  not  supported 
with  really  estimable  qualities,  short-lived  hath  the  comfort 
of  such  been ;  for  no  mind  can  long  love  the  olject  the  judg- 
ment cannot  esteem. 

Imagine  not,  mj  dear  Maiy,  that  I  write  this  from  anj 
jealousy  of  its  being  necessary  for  thy  guard.  X  revive  senti- 
ments thou  often  entertains,  and  indulge  myself  with  iamiliar 
conversations  with  one  I  love  as  a  father  does  his  child.  I 
am,  dear  Mary,  with  the  assurance  of  best  affection,  thy 
uncle,  truly  solicitous  for  thy  welfare, 

S.  F. 

BCary  Watson  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Hannah 
Fothergill,  and  was  bom  at  Warringiun,  in  1750.  Her 
parents  both  dying  when  she  was  young,  she  was  much 
under  the  care  and  guardianship  of  her  uncle  Samuel,  whose 
tender  and  religious  concern  for  her  welfiure,  added  to  the 
effect  of  his  pious  example,  proved  instrumental  in  turning 
her  feet  into  that  path  wherein  she  afterwards  so  conspi- 
cuously walked.    In  very  early  life  her  mind  was  suscep- 
tible of  the  immediate  influence  of  divine  grace,  and  she 
derived  advantage  from  tlic  perusal  of  the  dying  sayings  of 
Fru  luls.    hi  llic  year  177!,  she  was  united  in  marriage  vvitli 
jiobei  L  Watson,  ol  Walci  lord,  in  which  city  she  resided  until 
her  decease.   In  1783,  slie  was  deprived  by  death  of  her  hus- 
band ;  but  in  this  and  some  other  trials,  through  w  hich  she 
had  to  pass  about  the  same  time,  she  was  enabled  to  cast 
her  care  on  Him  who  graciously  condescended  to  sustain 
through  all.    About  this  period,  it  was  sealed  on  her  mind 
that  she  would  be  called  to  the  work  of  the  minisu  \ ,  ui  whicii 
she  first  appeared  in  the  year  178(5,  and  being  obedient  to 
the  call  and  requirings  of  her  Heavenly  Master,  she  became 
valiant  in  his  service.    Sbe  was  rrrorded  as  a  minister  in 
1789,  and  from  that  time,  until  \\  illiin  a  few  years  of  her 
decease,  was  diligently  engaged  in  the  work  of  the  gospel, 
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and  traTelled  much  therein^  both  in  England  and  Irelimd. 
She  was  gifled  with  a  aoond  judgment,  and,  although 
possessed  of  good  natural  abilitiesi  she  was  often  led  to 
testify  that  it  is  only  through  the  power  of  Christ  that  any 
can  rightly  labour  in  his  Church.  For  the  last  nine  years 
of  her  life  she  was  deprived  of  her  eye-sight,  a  trial  she  was 
enabled  to  bear  with  Christian  resignation  and  cheerfulness, 
and  being  endued  with  superior  talents  for  conversation, 
united  to  much  kindness,  generosity,  and  the  exercise  of 
hospitality,  she  was  giunlly  Im  Irivcd  by  a  large  circle  of 
liieiuls,  espcci  illy  ihe  y(^ull^^  Her  expressions  during  iht; 
few  weeks  wliicli  precedeci  lier  close,  evinced,  that  while  the 
outward  tabernacle  declined,  her  spirit  was  strong  in  the 
faith ;  and  that  He  wlio  had  been  with  her  from  early  life, 
was  still  her  support  in  advanced  age.  In  the  morning  of 
tlie  day  of  her  decease,  she  audibly  supplicated  to  be 
released,  sonn  alu  i  which  there  was  an  evident  sinking,  yet 
she  was  still  lavoured  with  clearness  of  intellect,  and,  appa- 
rently in  tranquil  slumber,  she  quietly  breathed  her  last, 
on  the  20th  of  i2ih  Month,  1BS4,  aged  84  years,  having 
been  a  minister  about  48  years. 

Excepting  William  Fothergill,  who  died  at  Carr-End,  in 
1837,  she  was  the  last  surviving  grandchild  of  John 
Fothergill. 

In  the  fifth  MoTith,  1771,  Samuel  Fothergill  attended  for 
the  last  time  the  Yearly  Meeting  in  London. 

DOCTOR  FOTHERGILL  TO  BIS  BROTHER  BAHUEL. 

London,  6th  Mo.,  7,  1771. 

 A  public  Friend  from  North  Carolina  is 

arrived;  his  name  William  Hunt  T  have  an  acceptable 
account  of  him  from  Thomas  Nicholson  and  James  Pem- 
berton:  he  intends  to  visit  the  nation,  and  has  got  a  safe 
retreat,  at  John  Eliot*s.  If  no  particular  service  is  before 
thee  at  present,  let  it  be  thy  especial  care  to  regard  thy 
health ;  and  consider  how  to  repair  the  strength  that  has 
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been  so  unremittingly  expended,  and  lay  up  a  little  stock 
for  the  future.  Let  us  waste  as  little  as  we  can  unneces> 
sarily.  1  curb  myself  often,  however,  seemingly,  I  am 
eogaged.  Let  n»  hear  from  ibee  frequently  ;  it  does  us  all 
goody  and  draws  us  nearer  together,  and  to  the  spring  of  all 
good.  The  publisher  of  thy  declaration  at  Leeds  has  done 
iheo  great  justice.*  Neither  be  afraid  to  follow  the  divine 
enlnrgements  of  thy  heart  in  {mblic  service^  nor  fear  to  be 
little  and  ainip]e»  when  the  pare,  boly  language  of  Truth 
stops  sbort  Let  us  animate  one  another  (I  need  it  much) 
to  more  ferreacjT,  more  inwardness,  and  stronger  wishes  to 
be  what  we  ought  to  be. 

We  are  faToured  with  health,  and  a  degree  of  oontent- 
ment,  feeling  desires  after  a  rdease  from  bondage,  and  a 
iuller  enjoyment  of  true,  spifitoal  liberty,  which  exceeds  the 
temporal,  as  heaven  is  higher  than  the  earth,  or  as  eternity 

snrpasses  the  limits  of  time   Often  are  we  followed, 

inexpressibly  followed,  with  gracious  regard  from  aboTe: 
may  our  hearts  be  as  often  hombled  in  reverence  and  grati*- 
tode  to  the  source  of  every  blessing.  Farewell,  dear  brother. 

L  F. 

SAMUEL  FOTHEB0ILL  TO  JAIfES  JOLLBY.f 

Warrington,  10th  Mo.,  9tb,  1771. 
Desires  for  thy  welfare  have  frequently  suggested 
sentiments,  which  indisposition  or  a  variety  of  engagements 
have  prevented  my  intimating  to  thee;  this  consideration 

*  A  sermon  publicly  tlelivered  at  a  meeting  held  in  l-et d-^,  26tli 
of  6th  Montlt.  1769.  London  4to.,  1771.  Seve  ral  edilions  of 
the  discourses  of  S.  V'othergill  have  he^^n  publislH d  ;  the  moet 
complete  is  that  of  1792,  lonj!^  since  out  of  print.  It  was  remarked, 
by  some  of  thone  who  had  heard  them  delivered,  that  when  in 
print  their  beauty  and  force  were  much  lost. 

t  A  Friend,  of  Warrington,  then  about  to  embark  for  the  island 
of  Tortola,  where  he  soon  afterwards  died. 
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bas  alto  prefaikd, — What  can  I  aay  to  him  which  he 
Imowa  not,  either  with  respect  to  his  present  or  future  well- 
being  ?  The  opportunities  of  information  outwardly,  and  the 
impressions  of  essential  truths  inwardly,  have  foreclosed 
eveiy  plea  of  ignorance  of  dnty»  or  of  what  makes  for  peace. 
But  lemember,  that  happiness  consisteth  not  in  knowledge ; 
tlje  words  of  our  Lord  are — "If  ye  know  these  things, 
happy  are  ye  if  ye  do  them.*'  My  soul  seeks  esxneslly  that 
the  blessing  of  faithfulness  may  accompany  the  privilege 
of  knowledge ;  otherwise,  Uie  greater  will  be  the  condem- 
nation. 

liiy  lot  is  changed  from  ihv  warm  bosom  of  society  to  a 
land  oi  (liuu^lit,  where  the  disUllnig  of  heavenly  doctniiu 
outwardly  as  the  dew  is  little  known,  and,  with  many,  little 
desired.  Nevertheless,  those  wlio  seek  wisdom,  so  as  to  bo 
made  wise  unto  salvation,  may  find  in  themselves  the  flow- 
ings  of  that  nv(  r  w  hicli  makes  glad  the  whole  city  of  God. 
Feel  after  tins  iu  tby  o'.v  n  heart,  to  preserve  thee  among  the 
few  names  iu  tliat  Sardis  who  walk  in  white,  and  have  not 
defiled  their  garments ;  that  so  thy  peace  may  be  promoted, 
and  others  helped.  Think  of  tliis  awful  query,  —  What  is 
a  man  protitcd,  if  he  could  gain  the  whole  world,  and  lose 
his  own  soul  ? 

The  climate  is  often  unhealthy;  let  it  put  tluc  upon  thy 
guard,  in  every  respect,  and  raise  fervent  care,  that  whenever 
the  Master  of  the  house  cometh,  he  may  not  find  thee 
sleeping,  or  worse  employed. 

b.  F. 

Tn  the  lOth  Month,  1771,  upon  his  return  from  the  last 
Quarterly  Meeting  at  Lancaster,  which  he  ever  attended, 
Samuel  Fothergill  was  seized  with  an  alarming  illness: 
extreme  faintness  and  loss  of  strength,  under  which  it  was 
thought  he  must  hare  sunk,  were  succeeded  by  difficulty  of 
breathing;  his  n!c?hts  especially  were,  from  this  cause, 
alarming,  and  were  nearly  sleepless,  or  passed  in  l»ioken 
slumbers,  distressing  to  himself  and  his  attendants.  Some 
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of  the  symptoms  and  particulars  of  his  iUaess  are  meniioaed 
in  several  of  the  foUowing  letters 

SAMUEL  FOTHBBGILL  TO  HIS  BROTHEK  AltD  8I8TEB. 

Warrington,  12th  Mo.,  2nd,  1771. 

At  the  time  I  wrote  you  last,  and  for  several  days 
since,  I  tbought  there  was  little  probability  of  my  corres- 
ponding more  with  you,  in  a  manner  suited  to  our  present 
state ;  and,  under  the  feeling  of  what  neither  tongue  nor  pen 
could  express,  I  was  enabled  to  offer  my  sacrifice  on  this 
manner.  Into  thine  hands,  O  I^ord,  I  commit  our  spirits : 
mine,  for  its  refuge  and  hiding  in  safety ;  yours,  to  fill  up 
your  militant  allotment,  that  far  distant  years  of  faithfiil 
services  may  be  by  yon  accomplished,  before  you  fidly  enter 
into  your  Master's  rest  But  the  prospect  seems  rather  more 
open,  with  some  expectation  of  longer  continuance;  in  which 
I  feel  much  resignation  and  quiet,  my  spirit  being  humbly 
committed  into  His  disposal  who  cannot  err. 

I  feel  no  external  pain,  nor  any  external  strong  pressure 
about  my  throat,  yet  a  constant  uneasiness  aflects  the  upper 
part  of  my  .stoniach  with  heat  and  soreness,  which  is  con- 
stant, more  or  less.  I  am  restricted  iVom  most  liquids  for 
drink,  and  am  thaukful  my  occasion  for  them  is  less  than  at 
some  other  times.  My  blisters  couiine  me,  they  con  tract 
the  vessels  in  that  limb  like  the  cramp:  1  cannot  walk 
without  two  crutches,  and  that  with  pain.  My  sleepy  dis- 
position continues;  I  have  had  many  nods  over  this,  which 
I  cannot  continue  with  any  ease  to  myself  or  you.  Your 
affectionate 

S.  F. 

Additum  hp  Sarah  Thj^or, 

I  came  here  to-day  to  sec  my  justly-beloved  i\  1  ition,  your 
dear  brother,  and  have  passed  the  afternoon  with  him,  much 
by  ourselves.  He  is  quiet,  comjiosed,  and  wholly  resi^ied 
to  Divine  disposal,  yet  thinks,  at  times,  a  prospect  opens 
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towards  some  degree  of  healUi  for  a  little  future  service, 
though  he  is  much  reduced,  and  labours  under  various  com* 
plaints,  quite  out  of  my  knowledge  as  to  their  nature  or 
danger ;  yet,  when  I  heard  htm  intimate  this,  methought  the 
feelings  of  my  mind  renewed  some  ground  of  hope,  that  he 
may  be  spared  a  little  longer  for  the  Church's  si^e;  but  if 
not,  submission  is  our  duty,  without  repining,  or  calling  in 
question  the  rectitude  of  Divine  Wisdom  in  his  varied  dis- 
pensations^  though  to  us  deeply  cutting  and  afflictive :  it  is 
needless  to  say  how  trying  and  painful  that  will  be  to  many 
of  us,  if  ministered  in  our  day;  however,  it  behoves  us  to 
step,  with  humble  care  and  fear,  in  the  line  of  manifest  duty, 
that  we  also  may  be  ready  for  the  solemn  close,  and  may 
centre  in  that  happy,  peaceful  rest  which  remains  for  the 
humble  followers  of  the  Lamb. 

Sabah  Tatlob. 

doctor  fothergill  to  his  brother  samuel. 

London,  152th  Mo.,  7th,  1771. 

We  received  thy  lively  and  afl'ecting  remenibrance 
of  us  with  much  thankfulness  to  the  great  Hel])er  and  Pre- 
server of  us  all.  Wc  trust  it  \v  ill  not  soon  be  removed  from 
our  minds,  but  that  wc  may  grow  in  desires  to  be  made  fit 
receivers  of  such  unmerited  mercies.  I  trust  thy  health  will 
be  gradually  re-e«tablishcd;  the  most  formidable  symptoms 
are  at  least  at  a  stand.  There  aie  many,  many  Friends  here 
very  anxious  for  thy  recovery,  and  oflen  inquure  after  thee, 
I  believe^  with  godly  solicitude.  At  present,  mind  only 
the  recovery  of  thy  health,  looking  often,  as  I  know  thott 
dost,  to  the  Arm  that  secretly  sustains,  and,  under  much 
bodily  weakness^  vouchsafes  to  renew  the  holy  covenant  of 
love,  to  the  increase  of  thy  faith  and  thy  further  purification. 
Desire  thy  assistants,  when  they  observe  thee  to  begin  to 
breathe  with  difliculty,  when  thou  art  asleep,  to  awake  thee 
gently,  and  bring  thee  some  sustenance  immediately*  That 
terrible  distress  upon  waking  is  the  effect  of  weakness,  and 
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may  be  lessened  much  by  awakening  tbee  gently,  when  thai 
straggle  begins  which  will  at  length  awake  thee  in  a  huny 
not  to  be  described. 

I.  F. 

In  the  12th  Month,  1771,  on  account  of  the  continued 
illness  of  her  brother,  Ann  Fothergill  went  down  to  War- 
rington, to  visit,  and  assist  in  the  care  of  him ;  and  after  her 
retuiD,  wrote  the  following  letter. 

ANN  FOTH£R(ilLL  TO  HER  BRO  IUER  SAMUEL. 

London*  Snd  Mo.,  SSnd,  1779. 

 I  cannot  well  pourtray  my  feelings.    I  hare 

revisited  Wanington  often  in  idea,  and  sympathised  with 
thee  in  thy  infirmities  and  various  distresses.  I  am  too 
distant  to  step  in,  and  know  tlie  particulars  of  ihy  situation, 
whether  thou  hast  gained  even  the  least  advantage,  to  observe 
it  with  proportionate  satisfaction  and  thankfulness,  or  if  the 
contrary,  to  represent  it  where  I  hope  for  aid.  But  what 
avails  our  solicitude  or  our  anxiety?  We  are  in  the  disposal 
of  superior  Power  and  Wisdom,  who  does  all  things  right. 
*T  is  ours  to  study  to  co-operate,  whether  for  the  benefit  of 
mind  or  body;  doubtless  both  are  under  his  gracious  care 
and  notice,  with  the  means  extended  for  our  help  and  benefit ; 
this  brings  to  a  quiet  acquiescence  and  peace  of  mind,  that 
supports  in  the  deepest  trials^  and  is  aptly  expressed  a 
xest  to  the  soul/'  when  we  can,  tn  a  reyerent  sens^  of  his 
power,  love,  and  goodness,  resign  oursclres,  and  sll  we  bold 
dear,  into  his  hands,  as  the  most  £uthful  helper  and  ereilasi- 
inir  ^sufficiency.  May  this  be  our  ardent  pmsoit,  and  then  it 
will  be  onr  support  ttid  quiet  festing-place. 

A.  F. 
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SAMUEL  FOTUKRGILL  iO  ELIZABEiH  JOLLEY,* 
(On  the  Vwih  of  ber  Brotber.) 

1772. 

There  is  not  one,  aiuoag  thy  sorrowful  acquaint- 
ance, who  hath  felt  the  force  of  sympatliy  with  thcc,  on  the 
present  atilicting  occasion,  with  greater  tenderness  than 
myself.  I  own,  I  seldom  choose  to  meet  the  painAil  gush  of 
sorrow  with  calm  advice.  I  would  rather  mingle  the  tear  of 
STmpaibjy  and  aid  the  solemn  tribute  due  to  those  who  are 
no  more.  Religion  allows  it  —  for  his  iHend,  Jesna  wept. 
But  it  is  now  high  time  for  the  violence  of  sorrow  to  subside, 
and  the  mind  to  endeavour  after  a  calm  acquiescence  in  the 
disposition  of  uneiring  Wisdom^  w  hidi  hath  numbered  the 
haiia  of  our  heads,  and  not  one  of  them  £Ul8  to  the  ground 
nnnoliced  of  him.  I  know  some  mournful  considerations 
urge  for  a  place  with  thee :  a  beloTod  brother  dead,  on  a 
distant  shore*  uncertain  whether  ereiy  act  of  tender  assistp 
ance  was  yielded  him.  Bat  remember*  dear  friend,  the 
pfovision  of  the  Highest  reached  him  there;  and  that  the 
ererlaating  arm  supports  and  snccoum  the  islands  afar  off ! 
I  have  not  a  doubt  of  his  being  admitted  where  the  wicked 
cease  £N>m  troubling,  and  the  weary  are  at  rest 

*  S!ie  afterwards  hccame  :i  minister  in  the  Society,  and  was 
married  to  John  Blud^vick,  of  \V  arrinf^on,  a  valuable  elder.  They 
were  botli  murh  esteemed,  for  their  conscientinuv  endeavours  to 
walk  as  became  their  relic^ous  profession,  for  their  devotediie^  to 
the  service  of  the  Society,  and  their  Kvely  concern  for  the  support 
of  its  discipline. 

She  suffered  mucli  tVnm  Ixxiily  diseafip  for  several  ot  tlie  latter 
yeuix  of  liic,  with  great  patience  and  .sweetiies;5  of  spirit;  and,  wlicn 
near  the  close,  she  said,  "I  shall  die  in  y>ewce  with  all,  leeiiag 
inexpressit  tlu  Jo\  c  to  every  one  : "  aiid  again,  Now,  Lord,  let  me 
depaiL  in  peiice,  for  mine  eyes  have  seen  thy  salvation."  In  this 
heavenly  state  of  mind  she  quietly  departed  tliis  life,  on  the  3rd  of 
Ist  Month,  1828,  at  the  age  of  80. 
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Endeavour,  therefore,  to  suppress  the  sigh  and  the  tear, 
which  border  upon  murmuring.  Good  is  the  Lord  in  all  his 
works;  he  deals  with  his  faraily  in  a  wisdom  wc  cannot 
comprehend.  My  heart  is  too  full  for  language  to  discharge, 
and  my  feeble  hand  hardly  sustains  this  labour.  Bat  I 
wanted  to  mingle  with  thee  the  tear  of  condolence,  on 
account  of  the  dear  deceased;  and  to  endeavour  to  lead  to  a 
calm  resignationy  and  to  a  pursuit  of  riches,  unchangeable  in 
their  nature;  and  everlasting  in  their  duration. 

S,  F. 

ANN  FOTHERGILL  TO  HER  BROTHER  SAMUEL. 

London,  4th  Mo.,  18tb,  1772. 

Mj  brother  is  much  engaged,  he  is  mostly  out  from 
nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  until  the  same  hour  or  later  in 
evening;  when  be  comes  home  greatly  fatigued,  and  not 
seldom  in  apparent  anxiety  and  distress,  from  various  causes. 

Yet  it  is  neither  in  accumulating  this  world's  knowlt  dgf,  its 
various  producUuiis,  the  good  things  belonging  to  it,  iis 
friendships,  or  its  flatteries.  None  of  these  Liangs  will  allbrd 
lasting  peace  and  comfort  to  the  mind.  I  think  they  all  tend 
from  it,  as  they  gain  upon  our  inclinations  and  attention,-  if 
I  knou  anything  of  the  way  to  solid  peace.  T  find,  for 
myself  at  least,  the  absolute  need  of  more  abs,liaction,  and 
oflen  to  watch,  least  the  thief  insensibly  break  in  and  steal 
away,  by  little  and  little,  our  attention  and  entire  love  for 
the  alone  worthy  and  adorable  Object.  Our  dear  brother 
is  exposed  to  an  arduous  warfare ;  his  provocations  and 
temptations  are  very  many,  and  his  time  is  spent  in  a  con- 
tinued scene  of  hurry,  that  his  preservation  is  of  peculiar 
favour,  mercy,  and  grace ;  in  a  sense  of  which,  as  well  as  of 
fear  and  care  for  my  own  safe  standing,  my  mind  is,  through 
continued  mercy,  at  times  deeply  humbled,  and  my  heart 
made  to  tremble  for  our  preservation  to  the  end,  which  is 
hastening  fast  to  the  youngest  of  us. 

Sarah  Morris,  and  her  niece  Deborah,  are  airived  in  town. 
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Sbe  »  a  sensible,  cautious,  weighty  woman,  and  her  nieee  a 
▼aluable  firiend,  an  aflbetionate  companion,  and  noise  to  ber 
worthy  aunt,  who  seems  feeble  and  diffident.  They  lodge  at 

Thomas  Corbyn's. 

A.  F. 

As  the  spring  of  the  year  advanced,  the  health  of  Samuel 
Fothergill  a  little  improved,  and,  though  «5lill  very  weak, 
he  was  able,  a  few  times,  to  go  out  in  a  carriage.  In  the 
4tb  Month  he  thus  describes  his  situation,  in  a  letter  to  his 
sister: — Yesterday,  1  was  remarkably  languid  and  faint; 
to*day  the  weather  allowed  me  to  get  out  for  an  hour;  I 
am  better,  but  very  low  and  languid,  and  know  not  how  to 
exert  myself ;  there  seems  in  every  case  a  lion  in  the  slrrets, 
but  when  I  am  roused,  T  move  with  less  difhculty  than  I 
feared.  I  am  verj  weak,  though  able  to  rise  from  my  chair 
and  walk  across  the  room  alone;  my  flesh  is  much  gone. 
Farewell,  dear  brother  and  sister,  may  every  blessing  rest 
upon  you  for  ever.** 

This  improvement  in  his  health  was  transient;  in  the 
following  month  he  became  worse,  and  symptoms  of 
confirmed  dropsy, came  on.  He  was  attended  by  Doctor 
Pemberton,  a  kind  and  skilful  physician,  of  Warrington ; 
his  brother  also  came  down  to  see  him;  every  remedy,  and 
every  application  which  the  eminent  skill  and  long  experi- 
ence of  Doctor  Fothergill  could  suggest,  prompted  by  hta 
strong  affection  for  the  brother  whom  he  so  tenderly  loved, 
were  all  exerted  for  bis  help  and  restoration, — but  in  vain  ; 
his  constitution  was  worn  out,  the  bodily  powers  were  far 
exhausted,  aud  the  period  of  his  release  was  now  near  at 
hand. 

ANN  FOTHERGILL  TO  HER  BROiUER  8AMUEL. 

London,  5th  Mo.,  97tfa,  1778. 

Thou  hast  my  affectionate  remembrance  and  tender 
sympathy,  in  this  long  time  of  trial,  pain,  and  difficulty. 
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more  than  I  can  ezpceM ;  and  I  hare  often  remembered  tbee 
when  on  my  pillow,  in  such  a  dispoeltion  thai  I  conld  offer 
myself  in  thy  stead,  if  Providence  would  please  to  accept 
so  mean  an  offering,  and  restore  thee  to  health  and  service. 
This  is  noty  my  dear  brother,  a  rash,  inconsideratey  or  pre- 
sumptnous  thought,  but  in  humble^  rsTerent  fear,  and  a 
sense  of  my  own  nothingness,  either  to  do  good  or  persevere 
safely,  but  by  the  aid  of  infinite  mercy,  and  the  just  prefer- 
ence to  an  instrument  eminently  qualified  to  be  serviceable, 
and  a  beloved  brother.  Bot  the  disposal  of  all  events  is  in 
the  wisest  hands,  to  whom  belong,  worthily  belong,  sub- 
mission, worship^  and  fear;  may  we  in  sincerity  of  heart 
say, — '"Thy  will  be  done^**  which  is  no  more  than  oar 
reasonable  duty;  in  this  disposition,  our  complainings  are 
silenced,  and  we  confide  wi^  alacrity  in  His  wisdom  and 
mercy,  and  render  the  tribute  due,  of  love  and  praise.  May 
this,  both  here  and  hereafter,  be  our  everlasting  employment 
I  wish  we  may  endeavour  to  receive  our  different  trials 
in  such  a  disposition,  as  that  they  may  be  effectual  for  our 
help,  and  sanctified  to  us,  and  then  it  is  enough,  if  we  have 
a  well  grounded  hope  hereafter,  and  it  is  a  stay  and  support 
whilst  here.  Maoy  Friends  inquire  after  thee  with  affec- 
tionate sympathy  and  regard.  The  unity  of  worthy  brethren 
is  as  a  comfortable  cordial  to  our  minds  in  times  of  diHicuIty, 
and  I  belie v  t;  ibw  share  it  more  than  thyself. 

A.  F. 


DR.  FOrUflRGILL  TO  HIS  BROTHER  SAMUEL. 

London,  5th  Mo.,  20th,  1772. 

Though  I  have  shut  up  the  intercourse  on  thy 
^lart,  it  ()Ugl)t  Tint  lo  deprive  tliee  of  every  little  comfort 
which  our  near  and  artectiouate  remembnince  can  atford 
tliee,  under  thy  deep  distress  —  distressed  in  body,  and  often 
weighed  down  mth  affliction  and  trials  within;  but  be  of 
good  comfort;  receive  that  consolation  from  others  \^hich 
thy  feeUngy  sympathising  heart  has  heen  the  means  of 
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conveying  to  many.  I  am  with  thee  often  m  wmdf  and  if 
I  knew  how  to  add  to  thy  ease  and  thy  help  in  tha  laaal 
degree,  I  need  not  tell  thee  how  mach  it  would  add  to  my 

own  happiness.  Many,  many  Friends  here  are  very  anxious 
about  thee,  and  I  believe  the  prayers  of  many  honest  hearts 
are  for  tliy  preservation  amongst  us.  But  the  event  must 
be  left  where  it  ought  to  be  —  to  the  direction  of  sovereign 
Wisdom.  Express  to  those  about  thee  all  thou  wouldst 
wish  to  say  to  us ;  some  of  them  will  convey  it  to  us.  If  I 
should  mention  all  who  inquire  after  thee,  I  must  fill  a 
volume.  Let  it  sufBce  that  the  living  part  of  God*s  heritage 
sympathise  with  thee. 

Farewell,  our  brother,  our  friend,  our  joy,  in  that  which 
alone  deserves  the  name.    Farewell,  ail'ectionately ;  from 


SAMUEL  FOTHEROILL  TO  HIS  BROTHER  AND  SISTER. 

Warrington,  6th  Mo.,  30th,  1772. 

Though  I  am  at  present  attended  with  great  weak- 
nessy  both  of  body  and  mind,  yet  I  tbongbt  I  felt  towaids 
yoo,  who  are  dearer  to  me  than  the  ties  of  nature,  merely  as 
■Qch,  my  belored  broiber  and  sister,  a  salotation,  in  all 
probabOity  the  last  yoa  will  ever  receiTe  lirom  me*  m  inex* 
pressible  aiTection ;  and  alihoogb  my  boose  bas  not  been  so 
with  God  as  thai  of  some  others  who  bare  walked  with 
greater  care  from  earliest  yoatb  with  bim,  yet  now,  though 
in  great  bodily  weakness,  bis  candle  shines  around  mine 
bead,  and  at  times  an  unshaken  hope  that  the  God  of  our 
fathers  will  oondeaeend,  in  the  multitude  of  bis  merdes,  to 
receiTe  me  into  bis  rest,  and  that  I  shaD  not  die  as  the  fool 
dietb;  and  this  abundantly  supports,  and  enables  me  to  give 
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what,  I  think,  is  my  dying  testimony: — That  He  is  good, 
and  his  mercy  endiireUi  for  ever. 

•  And  most  nearly  beloved,  with  a  love  that  hath  not  its 
foundation  in  nature,  my  hearths  desire  and  prayer  to  God 
is — TiiaL  yuLi  may  be  saved.  1  see  in  part  tlie  vast  extent 
of  the  meaning  of  this  word — saved.  I  need  not  remind 
you  of  it,  as  a  thing  unknown  or  unconsidered,  but  earnestly 
wish  it  may  often  recur  to  your  minds,  particularly  of  iliine, 
my  friend !  my  brother !  my  companion  !  who  stands  as  on 
a  slippery  sea  of  glass ;  surriDtinded  by  the  flattery  of  the 
injudicious,  and  the  poison  artfully  conveyed,  through  the 
flattery  of  those  who  may  assume  the  guise  of  knowledge, 
understanding,  and  sincerity.  He  hath  signally  preserved 
thee  hitherto  ;  but  they  that  follow  on  to  the  end  shall  be 
saved.  What  rested  upon  my  mind,  in  the  visit  to  your 
family,  was,  I  believe,  of  the  Lord, — "This  people  have  I 
formed  for  myself ;  they  shall  show  forth  my  praise."  Thou 
hast  known  His  forming  hand,  even  from  thy  youth  upward; 
tbe  natural  and  spiritual  endowments  with  which  thou  hast 
been  singularly  favoured,  and  the  purpose  of  this  favour, 
(for  his  own  praisej  ought  to  teach  thee  to  look  to  the  rock 
from  whence  thou  wast  hewn,  and  to  the  hole  of  the  pit 
from  whence  thou  wast  digged,  that  thou  ma  vest  be  effec* 
tually  formed  to  His  praise,'  and  \he  end  fully  answered. 
Thy  station,  thou  knows,  exposes  thee  to  many  things  that 
wound  the  secret,  hidden,  inndcent  life  of  Jesus.  O,  watch 
over  it  as  thy  chief  treasure,  for  peace  and  immortality  are 
in  it,  and  salvation,  in  the  most  glorious  sense  of  the  word, 
is  bound  up  in  this  life. 

And  dearly  beloved  sister,  with  whom  I  have  taken  sweet 
counsel,  and  walked  to  the  house  of  our  God  in  company, 
thou  art  inexpressibly  near  to  my  life ;  the  Lord  bless  and 
preserve  thee,  in  patience,  in  hope,  in  light,  and  in  the 
blessed  fruits  of  the  Spirit,  in  peace^  and  in  the  joy  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.  For  these  favours,  he  will  be  sought  unto,  and 
thou  knows  the  place  where  prayer,  as  well  as  the  giving 
of  thanks,  is  wont  to  be  made.   I  cannot  express  what  I 
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feel;  I  caimot  add  to  your  experieDce;  you  were  id  Cbmt 
before  me: — but  I  leave  to  you  tbis  brief  salotationy  as  a 
token  I  love  you  to  tbe  end^  and  in  tbai  love  I  tenderly 
salute  yotty  and  wish,  pray,  and  hope  for  your  eternal 
welfare, 

Samuel  Fothbroill. 

In  a  solemn  and  aflfectrng  interview  with  some  of  his 
relations,  who  were  about  to  set  out  to  attend  the  Yearly 
Meeting  in  London^  he  addressed  them  in  the  following 
expressions,  which  were  read  in  the  Yearly  Meeting,  by 
Jonah  Thompson. 

Our  health  is  no  more  at  our  command,  than  length  of 
days ;  mine  seems  drawing  fast  towards  a  conclusion,  I  think; 
but  I  am  content  with  every  allotment  of  Providence,  for 
they  are  all  in  wisdom, — unerring  wisdom.  There  is  That, 
which,  as  an  arm  underneath,  bears  up  and  supports ; 
and  though  the  rolling,  tempestuous  billows  surround,  yet 
my  head  is  kept  above  them,  aud  my  feet  are  iirnily  esta- 
blished. Oh  !  seek  it, —  press  after  it,  —  lav  fast  hold  of  it! 
Thougli  painful  my  nights,  aad  vveansouie  my  tlays,  yet  I 
am  preserved  in  patience  and  resignation.  Death  has  no 
terrors,  nor  will  the  grave  have  any  victory  !  My  soul 
triumphs  over  death,  hell,  and  the  grave.  Husbands  and 
wives,  parents  and  children,  healLli  and  riches,  must  all 
go ! — Disappointment  is  another  name  for  them  ! 

I  should  have  been  thankful,  had  I  been  able,  to  have  got 
to  the  ensuing  Yearly  Mec  Lm^  in  London,  which  you  are 
now  goinj^'  to  attend,  where  1  have  been  so  often  refreshed 
with  my  brethren  ;  but  it  is  otherwise  allotted.  I  shall 
remember  tfiem^  and  some  of  them  will  remember  me.  The 
Lord  knows  best  what  is  best  for  us;  —  lam  content,  and 
resigned  to  his  will.  I  feel  the  foretaste  of  the  joy  that  is  to 
come;  and  who  would  wish  to  change  such  a  state  of  mind? 
I  should  be  glad  if  an  easy  channel  could  be  found  to  inform 
the  Yearly  Meeting,  that  as  I  have  lived,  so  I  shall  close, 
with  the  most  unshaken  assurance  that  we  have  not  followed 
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cvniimgly  devised  ftblet,  but  the  pore^  livings  eternal  sab- 
stance.  Let  the  aged  be  strong;  let  the  middle-aged  be 
animated^  and  the  youth  encouraged ;  for  the  Lord  Is  still  in 
Zion ;  the  Lord  will  bless  Zion ! 

If  I  be  now  remoTed  out  of  the  Church  Militant,  where 
I  have  endeavoured  in  some  measure  to  fill  up  my  duty,  I 
have  an  Eviobkcb  that  I  shall  gain  an  admittance  into  his 
glorious  Church  Triumphant,  fiur  above  the  heavena.  My 
dear  love  is  to  aU  them  that  love  the  Lord  Jesus.** 

DOCTOR  FOTHEKGILL  TO  HIS  BROTHER  SAMUEL. 

London,  6th  Mo.,  9th,  1772. 
Oh,  dear  brother,  what  comfort  did  thy  letter* 
announcing  some  little  improvement  in  thy  state,  give  to  us ; 
we  rejoice  with  thanhfuhiess  and  trembling,  and  recover 
hope,  which  we  had  almost  lost  If  our  sympathy  could 
lessen  the  weight  of  thy  distrcHM,  it  would  be  much  alleviated. 
Out  minds  are  often  with  thee,  and  bended  with  desires  for 
thy  help  and  comfort,  be  the  event  of  thb  bitter  dispensation 
what  it  may.  Thy  vacant  seat  at  our  table,  at  the  meetings^ 
hourly  reminds  us  of  thee^  and  of  our  own  distress;  but  we 
leave  this,  and  submit  the  whole  to  Divine  disposal. 

The  affairs  of  the  meeting  go  on  well.  Joshua  Strangman 
(of  Leek)  is  the  clerk ;  he  does  his  business  pretty  well, 
better,  I  think,  tlian  most  of  the  midland  clerks  of  late.  I 
know  tlioa  lungs  to  hear  how  matters  are  coiiducted  in  the 
camp.  The  American  friends  help  us  mucli.  John  ^Voul- 
nian  is  solid  and  weighty  in  his  remarks ;  he  has  some 
singularities,  but  his  real  worth  outweighs  them.  William 
Jepson  is  with  us,  and  is  remarkably  solid  and  composed. 

Farewell,  our  dearly  beloved  brother!  Accept  the  united, 
stroll  and  affectionate  remembrance  of  this  family. — Again 
lareweil !  iirom  thy 

I.  &,  A.  FOTHERGILL. 

*  The  letter  heie  menticnied  is  thus  endorsed  by  Ann  FotbergiU ; 
"  The  last  lines  we  received  from  a  dearly  beloved  brather,  who 
**  departed  this  ]ifi»  in  peace,  the  Idth  of  6th  Mo.,  1772." 
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His  ]lliie8a»  aod  tiie  painfiil  symptomt  attending  it, 
inoceased,  his  strength  diminished,  and  the  faint  hope  enter- 
tained of  some  amendment  was  lost^  in  the  greater  certainty 
that  the  end  was  now  approaching  Tory  near. 

He  made  the  following  ohserrations  to  a  ftiend : — I  have 
laboured  while  I  was  able,  and  it  is  now  my  comfort'*  It 
is  not  only  the  washmg  of  regeneration,  bat  the  renewing — 
the  renewing — the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  mahes 
men  and  women  for  God."  After  speaking  of  the  advantages 
of  steady  conduct  in  the  youth,  and  how  necessary  it  is  for 
thciii  lo  seek  wisdum,  lie  added,  '*  I  wish  it  for  lliee,  dear 
friend,  with  the  affection  oi  a  iathur.  Thou  knowest  in 
whom  are  all  our  fresh  springs;  He  is  at  our  right  haiul,  yet 
we  may  not  perceive  Him;  at  our  left,  and  we  maj  uot 
behold  Him." 

The  following  comnunucation  was  made  by  Samuel 
Fothcrgill,  when  near  the  close  of  life:  it  was  given  as  a 
parti ijjj^  charge  to  his  beloved  friends  of  Pcnketh  and  War- 
rington, and  of  Ilardshaw  Monllily  Meeting',  over  whom  he 
had  so  long  watched  with  pastoral  care  and  true  affection. 
After  the  expressions  were  written  down,  they  were  sub* 
mitted  to  his  inspection,  and  approved,  with  an  injunction 
that  they  should  be  preserved.  The  iriend  to  whom  they 
were  delivered*  has  added  this  testimony — *^  But  no  words 
can  convey  the  power,  energy,  and  life  that  attended  his 
delivery  of  them  i  the  same  spirit  that  animated  him  so  oflen 
to  declare  amongst  us  the  whole  counsel  of  God  was  with 
him,  and  raised  him  abore  pain  or  weakness,  whilst  giving 
this  solemn,  weighty  caution;  and  not  only  at  this  time,  but 
frequently  during  his  confinement,  he  manifested  the  strong* 
est  love  and  fervency  of  desire  for  all  his  Friends  in  the 
Truth":— 

*  This  was  John  Forster,  of  Warrington,  a  minister,  who  died 
in  1702.  He  was  convinced  by  the  ministry  of  S.  Fothergill, 
and  became  his  friend  and  frequent  companion.  To  his  son, 
Samuel  Forster,  of  Stockport,  I  am  indebted  for  some  valuable 
infoimation  contained  in  the  present  work. — G.  C. 
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In  retuTiimg  from  the  laat  meeting  I  was  at  at  Penketb^ 
my  mind  was  deeply  imprassed  with  the  words  of  the 
ProphjBty  *  Smite  the  Shepherd,  and  the  sbecp  shall  be  scat- 
tered.* Itiongfa  at  that  time  the  meaning  did  not  appear  so 
obTious,  it  hath  since  gathered  strengih  upon  my  mind,  and 
a  desire  hath  rested  with  me  to  leave  a  few  remarks  to  this 
Monthly  and  particular  meeting.  '  Awake,  O  sword,  against 
my  Shepherd,  and  against  the  Man  that  is  my  fellow,  saitli 
the  Lord  of  Hosts.  Smite  the  Shepherd,  and  the  shee]) 
shall  be  scattered.'  Though  1  am  not  the  Shepherd  to 
whoui  the  sword  is  threatened,  yet  I  have  been  a  sub- 
shepherd,  delegated  to  you  by  the  great  Shepherd,  and  have 
laboured  am-nigst  you  according  to  the  ability  received;  in 
poverty,  in  wtal^ness,  in  nakedness,  in  strippedncss  ;  as  having 
nothing,  yet  possessing  all  things.  My  mind  has  e\ir  been 
covered  with  love  towards  you,  both  in  my  public  ministry 
and  in  private;  where  I  have  been  engaged  to  deal  closely 
and  plainly  with  you,  I  never  used  any  unnecessary  severity: 
hut  1  have  called,  and  ye  refused,  and  no  man  regarded ; 
therefore,  you  shall  call,  and  1  will  not  hear;  for  I  will 
smite  the  Shepherd,  and  the  sheep  shall  be  scattered:  they 
have  perverted  the  mercies  bestowed ;  therefore,  I  will  take 
from  them  the  delight  of  their  eyes  and  the  desire  of  their 
hearts,  and  remove  my  delegated  shepherd  by  the  arrow  of 
death,  and  the  sheep  shall  be  smitten. 

"  But,  in  the  extending  of  my  prospect^  an  encouraging 
hope  rests  on  my  mind  towards  the  little  ones,  those  who 
are  little  in  their  own  eyes.  I  will  tarn  mine  hand  upon  the 
little  ones,  and  I  will  bring  them  as  through  the  fire,  and 
'  will  refine  them  as  silver  is  refined.*  I  will  gather  them  as 
lambs  by  mine  own  power;  they  shall  call  on  my  name,  and 
I  will  hear  them ;  and  they  shall  know  a  place  of  feeding, 
when  the  sheep  may  be  scattered  and  the  shepherd  removed. 
My  spirit  feels  an  evidence  I  have  laboured  amongst  yoa 
with  acceptance;  that  since  I  have  been  mercifully  called  to 
a  part  in  the  ministry,  I  have  not  neglected  to  warn  you; 
and  that  when  the  chief  Shepherd  shall  appear,  I  also 
shall  appear  with  him  in  glory.** 
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His  heavenly  Father  was  now  pleased  to  say,  "It  is 
enough,"  and  to  release  his  spirit  from  farther  trials.  He 
departed  this  life  at  his  house  in  Warrington,  on  the 
fifteenth  of  the  sixtli  month,  1772,  in  the  fifty -seventh  year 
of  his  age,  and  the  ibirty-sixth  ol  his  niiiiistrv. 

His  remains  were  interred  in  Friends'  burying  ground,  at 
Penketh,  on  t)ie  nineteenth  of  the  same  month.  The  love 
which  so  many  bore  to  him,  and  the  respect  in  which  he 
was  held,  were  testified  by  a  very  large  aUendance  of  irieiMb 
and  neighbours,  of  all  ranks  and  classes,  on  the  occasion. 
The  solemnity  of  it  was  great,  and  it  was  favoured  by  the 
overshadowing  of  Divine  love,  and  by  a  large  degree  of  that 
Power  which  had  supported  him  in  life,  and  had  so  eminently 
attended  him  in  his  labours  as  a  Minister  of  the  Gospel  of 
our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ 

■  Thus  died  Samobl  Fothsboill,  in  the  faith  and  hope  of 
the  Gospel,  and  having  a  happy  assurance  and  foretaste  of 
that  everlasting  rest  into  which  he  was  about  to  enter. 

He  was  in  stature  tall;  in  person  comelj  and  giacelnl;  in 
deportment  dignified,  yet  courteous;  grave,  but  not  anstere; 
affitble  to  all,  intimate  but  with  few ;  in  manners  kind,  and 
with  a  politeness,  the  lesult,  as  it  erer  will  be,  of  the  prac* 
tical  applicatum  of  the  precepts,  **  Whatsoever  ye  would 
that  men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  so  to  them in 
honour  preferring  one  another."  lie  possessed  good  natural 
abilities,  and  Ijad  improved  them  by  cultivation;  he  was 
well  read  buLh  m  books  and  men,  but  his  studies  did  not 
terminate  in  barren  and  fruitless  speculations;  under  the 
Divine  blessing,  they  led  liiui  duly  to  appreciate  the  great 
truths  of  religion,  which  shone  forth  in  his  life  and  cha- 
racter ;  these  qualities,  conibuied  with  a  retentive  memory, 
and  an  obsei-ving  mind,  rendered  his  conversation  cheerful 
and  instructive,  attractive  to  all,  and  to  the  youth  in  par- 
ticular; with  them  he  frequently  indulged  in  an  innocent 
pleasantry,  mingled  with  instruction.  For  this  class  he 
always  felt  much  interest,  and  whether  in  the  freedom  of 
social  convefsation,  or  in  discoursing  on  the  important  con- 
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cerns  appertaiDmg  to  life  and  sah  aLioii,  or  in  the  exercise  of 
his  gift  as  a  minister,  he  was  ever  particularly  led  into  sym- 
pathy and  feeling  for  the  young,  and  concerued  to  promote 
their  welfare.  Of  his  stylr,  which  was  strong  and  nervous, 
rarely  diffuse,  the  most  striking  character  was,  the  peculiar 
felicity  and  skilful  adaptation  of  his  metaphors,  and  his 
happy  illustrations  of  spiritual  things  by  comparison  with 
natural  imagery :  some  of  these  are  eminently  beautiful.  In 
Ids  public  diaconnes,  bis  deportweot  was  solemn  and  deToat» 
lus  ddiFeiy  gracefiil,  bis  language  pore  and  correct,  nerer 
gfOFelling  nor  low,  often  elegant  and  pathetic ;  bis  periods 
easy  and  flowing,  frequently  sublime. 

As  a  Minister  of  the  Gospel,  he  was  careful  to  follow  the 
injunction, — ^'Fkeach  the  word,  be  instant  in  season  and  out 
of  season,  reprove,  rebuke,  exhort,  with  all  long-sufiering 
and  doctrine.**  In  the  testimony  gi^en  by  hia  fiiends  con- 
cerning him,  it  is  said,  His  ministry  at  times  went  forth  as 
a  flame,  often  piercing  into  the  inmost  recesses  of  dailmass 
and  obduracy;  yel  descended  like  dew  upon  the  tender 
plants  of  our  Heavenly  Fathei*s  planting;  with  these  he 
traTailed  in  deep  sympathy  of  Bpirit....».^is  gospel  labours 
being  free  iiom  all  affbctation,  he  in  this  respect  commanded 
reverence;  being  in  doctrine  clear,  sound,  elegant,  and 
pathetic,  bb  gift  bemg  of  that  extent  which  made  his  serrice 

in  the  church  of  Christ  general  .He  proposed  to  the  peo- 

pie  no  *  cunningly  derised  fables,*  but,  full  of  cbaiity,  he  sldl* 
fully  divided  the  word  aright,  speaking  whereof  he  knew, 
and  what  his  own  hands  had  handled,  of  the  good  word  of 
life.** 


Digitized  by  Google 


CHAPTER  XII. 


Susanna  Fotherujll,  at  the  time  of  her  husband's 
decease,  was,  as  she  had  for  some  time  previously  been,  in 
a  fec))]c  state  of  health ,  lici  infirmities  increased,  and  she 
did  not  long  survive  him.  She  received  the  tender  care  of 
kind  relations,  and  much  sympathy  from  her  friends^  on  the 
loss  of  such  a  valuable  companion. 

ISRAEL  PEMBERTON  TO  SUSANNA  FOTHEROILL 

PhUadelphia,  10th  Mo.,  10th,  1772. 

My  mind  being  engaged  in  near  sympathy  with 
thee,  desiring  then  mayest  be  favoured  with  the  abondant 
Bopplies  of  divine  consolation  and  strength  in  this  time  of 
deep  probation  and  affliction,  a  short  salatation  is,  I  think, 
due  to  thee,  and  will,  I  hope,  be  acceptable,  as  it  comes 
from  the  ferrent  loye  and  respect  of  a  Mend  who  loved  and 
honoored  thy  worthy  husband,  and  to  whom  his  memory 
will  ever  be  dear.  I  hope  thou  wilt  he  preserved  in  patient 
submission  to  the  Divine  will,  as  thou  doubtless  hast  fhll 
assurance  of  his  glorious  exit,  and  that  he  is  removed  from 
all  pain  and  uncertainly,  to  a  sta.tu  ui  jjeimaiicnt  happiness; 
yet,  the  near  union  which  had  long  subsisted,  and  was 
cemented  by  the  strongest  bonds,  being  now  dissulved,  I 
know,  from  experience,  must  have  caused  a  conflict  in 
nature,  greater  than  can  be  exjiressed :  at  such  a  time,  the 
remembrance  that  we  have  an  High  Priest  who  is  touched 
with  the  feeling  of  our  inhrmities,  through  whom  we  may 
**  find  grace  to  help  in  time  of  need,'*  was  to  me  a  support 
and  relief  which  1  have  great  cause  with  reverent  thankful- 
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Desa  to  acknowledge ;  and  I  believe  the  renewed  sense  tlkereof 
will  minister  comfort  and  stability  to  thy  mind. 

My  dear  wife  is  yet  spared  to  me,  through  much  weakness 
and  affliction,  both  of  body  and  mind:  the  loss  of  our 
beloved  son  halh  affected  us  very  deeply,  though  I  hope  we 
are  enabled  to  resign  ourselves  to  this  allotment  of  Infinite 
Wisdom,  and  to  desire  it  may  be  sanctified  to  us.  Many 
Friends  were  lately  at  our  Yearly  Meeting,  by  whom  thou 
wast  reuicmbered  with  much  afiection,  and  united  desires 
for  thy  preservation  to  the  end  in  faith  and  patience. 

Israel  Pbhbbrton. 

Her  health  and  strength  continued  to  decline,  and  after 
a  lew  weeks  of  lingering  illness,  she  departed  this  life  at 
Warrington,  on  the  8th  of  the  5th  Month,  1778,  in  the 
seTenty-fourth  year  of  her  age,  a  nunister  about  fifty  years. 

The  testimony  concerning  her,  from  Hardshaw  Monthly 
Meeting,  states,  that — "  Her  labours  in  the  gospel  tended 
to  the  edification  of  Friends,  and  to  her  own  peace," — she 
was  for  some  time  before  her  departure  much  confined  at 
home:  neveriheless,  a  large  degree  of  that  innocence  and 
peace  appeared  to  attend  her  to  the  last,  which  had  been 
her  companion  in  the  more  active  part  of  her  life ;  laying 
down  her  head  (we  doubt  not)  under  the  effects  of  that 
animating  welcome  sentence  of — "Well  done,  thoii  good 
and  faithful  servant,  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord." 


The  few  remaining  years  of  the  life  of  Doctoe  Fothbroill 
were  passed,  like  many  which  had  preceded  them,  in  the 
diligent  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  profession,  in  which 
he  had  long  occupied  a  station  of  the  highest  eminence,  in 
the  most  enlarged  benevolence,  and  in  a  constant  endeavour 
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to  promote^  in  many  Tarioiis  ways,  the  good  of  mankmd  at 
large ;  yet  amidst  all  these  engagements,  with  a  still  incieas- 
ing  desire  and  care  to  keep  the  world,  and  all  belonging  to 
ity  under  his  feet,  and  to  press  forward  in  the  path  which 
leads  to  everlasting  life. 

He  continued  his  annual  visits  to  Lea  Hall,  but  the  satis* 
faction  derived  from  these  retreats  from  the  busy  scenes  of 
life,  and  the  fatigues  of  his  profession,  was  greatly  diminished 
by  the  decease  of  his  beloved  brother,  and  these  visits  ren- 
dered him  more  sensible  of  his  loss,  and  of  the  chasm  which 
that  event  had  made.  In  1772  he  thus  writes  Jrom  [a\i  Hall: 

**  I  have  been  obliged  to  write  many  letters,  which  I  am 
at  present  very  unfit  for,  or  for  anything  else ;  but  I  will  not 
spend  all  in  unavailing  complaints.  I  meet  with  many 
things  to  put  me  in  nimd  how  much  I  have  lost,  and  I  feel 
such  a  void  in  ray  enjoyments  of  this  life,  as  reduces  my 

wishes  to  a  great  mediocrity  indeed."  "  I  have  enough 

tu  do  to  command  myself,  when  I  recollect  my  brother, 
whose  countenance,  counsel,  and  sympatliy  relieved  every 
anxiety,  gave  taste  to  every  enjoyment;  but  I  will  try  to 
banish  everything  but  a  wish  to  follow  him  through  the 
remains  of  this  life,  with  submission  to  every  difficulty,  and 
and  gratitude  for  many  blessings." — {Letter  to  Dr.  LettsomJ 

In  addition  to  his  retreat  at  Lea  Hall,  Dr.  Fothergill 
possessed,  in  his  estate  and  gardens  at  Upton,  an  opportunity 
of  indulging  his  taste  and  love  for  the  pursuits  of  Botany 
and  Horticulture,  though  prevented  by  his  numerous  avoca» 
tions  from  enjoying  them  so  much  as  he  wished.  The  estate 
at  Upton,  purchased  from  Admiral  Elliott,  in  1762,  he 
extended  and  improved,  planting  it  with  the  rarest  trees  and 
shrubs,  and  the  choicest  plants:  a  ^ass  door  from  the  house 
communicated  with  an  extensive  suite  of  green-houses  and 
hot*houses,  in  which  wm  upwards  of  8^400  distinct  species 
of  exotics ;  whilst,  in  the  open  ground,  at  least  8,000  different 
species  of  plants  and  shrubs  gave,  during  summer  and 
autumn,  a  constant  verdure  to  the  ])lace.  To  retire  occa- 
sionally, even  for  a  short  time,  to  direct  and  contemplate  the 
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extensive  collection  he  had  formed,  was  a  source  of  greal 
pleasure  to  the  owuer.  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  in  writing  on  this 
subject,  says,  *^  At  an  expense  seldom  undertaken  by  an 
individual,  and  with  an  ardour  that  was  visible  in  the  whole 
of  his  conduct.  Dr.  Fothergill  procured,  from  all  parts  of  the 
world,  a  great  number  of  the  rarest  plants,  and  protected 
them  in  the  amplest  buildings  which  this  or  any  other 
coontry  has  seen.  He  liberally  proposed  rewards  to  those 
who  brought  hither  plants  which  might  be  ornamental,  and 
probably  usefol,  to  this  country  or  her  colonies,  and  as 
liberally  paid  [these  rewards  to  all  that  serred  him.  If  the 
troubles  of  war  had  not  presented,  we  should  have  had  the 
Cortex  THnteranus,  &c.,  Slc*,  introduced  by  his  means  into 
this  country,  and  the  Bread-fruity  Mangosteen,  &c.  into  the 
West  India  Islands.  For  each  of  these,  and  many  others, 
he  had  fixed  a  proper  premium.  In  conjunction  with  the 
£arl  of  Tankerville,  Dr.  Pitcaim,  and  myself,  he  sent  over  a 
person  to  Africa,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  plants  and 
specimens. 

In  my  opinion,  no  other  garden  in  Europe,  either  royal, 
or  belonging  to  a  sulject,  had  nearly  so  many  scarce  and 

valuable  plants.  It  was  known  all  over  Europe,  and  foreign- 
ers of  all  ranks,  when  they  came  hither,  asked  permission 

to  ^ isil  it." 

In  order  to  keep  up  and  lo  increase  this  collection,  several 
persons  were  constantly  occupied,  some  in  making  new 
acquisitions:  amongst  others,  thus  cnj^aged,  William  Bar- 
tram  travelled,  in  1778,  at  Dr.  Fotheigill's  expense,  "to 
search  the  Floridas,  and  the  western  parts  of  Carolina  and 
Georgia."*  Nor  was  it  merely  the  cuikuis  or  the  orna- 
mental that  were  ihus  collected,  bui  whatever  was  lil^ely  lo 
be  useftil,  either  in  niedicine  or  for  nuire  general  purpOi-i  ^, 
was  not  overlooked.  Ardent  as  \vn«  Dr.  FothergilVs  love  of 
botany,  his  ]mrsuits  were  not  con  lined  to  this  branch  of 
science;  bis  collections  in  other  departments  of  natural 

«  See  his  Travels,  1  vol.,  London,  1792. 
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histofj}  as  ioflectit,  shells,  fossils,  minmlsy  cofals,  &c.,  were 
▼aluable  and  extensive ;  he  also  possessed  a  large  collection 
of  drawings.  But  while  engaged  in  these  elegant  pnrsuits, 
and  when  thus  contemplating  the  prodnctions  of  nature, 
which  his  good  taste  had  collected  together,  he  never  lost 
sight  of  their  j^reat  Author.  "  In  these,  in  every  other 
pursuit,  he  hud  alw  ay.s  ui  view  the  enlargement  ami  elevation 
of  Ills  own  heart;  having  iDrmed  early  habitudes  of  religious 
reference,  from  the  display  of  divine  power  and  wisdom  in 
the  beauty,  the  order,  and  the  harmony  of  external  things, 
to  the  glory  of  their  Almighty  Former.  From  the  influence 
of  these  habitudes,  his  mind  was  always  preserved  in  a  disen- 
gaged and  independent  state,  enjoying,  but  yet  adoring."* 

His  encourageiueiit  of  genius  was  not  limited  by  the 
bounds  of  any  particidar  science  or  ])ursuit;  it  was  his 
deliglit  to  seek  out,  and  to  promote  the  advancement  of 
merit,  and  munificently  to  reward  it.  Of  this  the  ingenious 
Anthony  Purver  was  an  instance :  he  had,  by  indefatigable 
self-exertion,  acquired  an  extensive  knowledge  of  the 
Hebrew,  and  other  Oriental  tongues,  and,  solely  by  the 
patronage  of  Dr.  Fothergill,  completed  a  literal  translation 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures;  and  though  certain  idioms  used  by 
the  translator  have  caused  it  to  be  less  read  and  esteemed, 
it  is  considered  a  valuable  work.  Besides  causing  it  to  be 
printed  at  his  own  expense^  Dr.  FoUieripU,  it  is  said, 
presented  A.  Purver  with  one  thousand  pounds  for  his 
performance.f 

Many  are  the  instances  related,  and  many  more  there 
were,  never  recorded,  of  the  large  pecuniary  bounty,  which, 
in  addition  to  the  assistance  gratuitously  aflbrded  by  his 
medical  skill,  he  distributed  to  eases  of  distress  with  which 
his  profession  made  him  acquainted. 

«  *'  An  afiectionate  tribote  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Dr.  John 
FotheigiU,  by  W.  Hiid,  M.D. "   London,  1781,  page  13. 

t  The  work  was  publisbed  in  two  vols.«  fuXia,  1764.  Anthony 
Porver  died  at  Alton,  in  Hampshire,  in  1777,  aged  70. 
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Whilst  he  was  thus  actively  engaged  in  bis  pioiessioiiy  in 
the  promotion  of  science,  and  in  benevolent  ponnitSy  his 
devotion  to  the  interests  and  proceedings  of  the  religious 
Society  of  which  he  was  so  valiiable  a  memhefy  Increased 
with  his  increasing  yean;  he  had  its  proepoily  much  at 
heart  In  the  year  1776,  he  was  nominated  one  of  a  com- 
mittee, appointed  by  the  Yearly  Meeting,  to  make  a  general 
Tisit  to  the  meetings  throughout  the  nation.  On  this  occasion 
he  wrote  the  following  letter — ''To  the  Friends  nominated 
at  the  late  Yearly  Meeting,  to  visit  the  Quarterly  and 
Monthly  Meetings,  &c.,  and  to  the  members  of  our  Society 
in  genml**: — 

Drar  Fricnds, 

Having  been  nominated  on  this  service,  I  accepted 
of  it  with  reluctance,  from  an  apprehension  of  my  unfitness, 
as  well  as  from  the  confining  nature  of  my  employment.  But 
being  desirous  to  acquit  \  st  ll  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  I 
could  not  avoid  considering,  vviUi  much  and  deliberate  atten- 
tion, the  proposal  made  to  the  meeting,  both  m  respect  to  the 
manner  of  it,  the  natuie  of  the  service,  and  its  object;  all  of 
which  claim  my  heai  iy  concurrence.  That  it  arose  from  the 
simple  movmgs  of  Truth,  I  am  fully  persuaded;  the  preva- 
lence of  a  holy  influence  over  the  minds  of  many,  when  it 
was  delivered,  was  generally  felt  and  at  knou  ledged.  The 
nature  of  the  service  is,  to  render  us  helpful  one  to  another, 
in  promoting  the  growth  and  ])rosperity  of  every  individual 
in  the  truth,  and  by  this  means  lo  advance  the  great  end  of 
true  religion,  the  glory  ot  Him  who  cicated  us,  and  the  com- 
fort and  liappiness  of  all.  The  compiaming  language  of 
many  counties  having  deeply  atiected  the  minds  of  Friends, 
fervent  desires  were  raised  that  the  life  of  religion  might  be 
renewed  in  the  churches,  to  their  help  in  the  maintenance  of 
pure,  unmixed  piety.  And  it  pleased  Divine  Providence  to 
open  the  way  to  a  fresh  labour  of  love  amongst  his  people^ 
and  to  make  many  willing  to  engage  in  this  service;  and, 
oh !  may  it  be  bles8ed,*8o  as  to  make  it  a  memorable  season  of 
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diviue  rcfresliment,  from  tlie  great  Master  of  our  assemblies. 
A  desire  to  coDtribtite  my  mite  to  this  great  and  useful  labour, 
prompts  me  to  tluow  before  my  brethren  the  following  re- 
flections, hoping  they  will  be  received  as  the  fruits  of  a  mind 
cordially  disposed,  in  the  first  place,  to  build  up  its  own 
breaches,  and,  in  the  next,  to  join  in  repairing  those  whtcli 
the  enemy  has  made  in  the  walls  of  our  Z ion. 

I  would  wish  to  apply  myself  to  my  brethren  engaged  in 
this  serrice,  and  to  recapitulate  some  parts  of  the  wise, 
important,  heavenly  counsel  communicated  to  you,  dnring 
your  deliberations  on  this  subject,  by  many  concerned 
brethren;  that  as  you  have  given  up  your  names,  and  that 
with  a  willingness  that  bespeaks  your  seal  for  the  cause  of 
truth,  and  its  prosperity  among  the  people,  you  will  let  the 
wmght  of  the  work  take  possession  of  your  minds;  let  it  be 
your  fervent  prayer,  that  you  may  be  made  deeply  sensible 
of  its  importance^  as  well  as  of  the  time  and  manner  in  which 
you  are  to  proceed*  These  considerations  were  earnestly 
pressed  upon  you,  and,  as  you  keep  them  in  humility  and 
fear  before  yon,  way  will  be  opened  for  your  accomplishing 
the  work,  to  the  churches*  benefit,  and  your  own  growth  and 
experience  in  righteousness  and  truth.  Let  it  be  your  care, 
in  this  service,  to  look  to  tiiat  Arm  of  power  which  gathered 
us  to  be  a  people^  and  has  hitherto,  in  a  good  measure, 
preserved  us  one  in  faith  and  practice.  Wait  for  a  degree 
of  that  wisdom  which  led  our  ancestors  to  establish  a  most 
wholesome  discipline  amongst  us,  for  our  preservation :  and 
be  it  your  chief  care,  in  much  brotherly  love,  to  strengthen 
the  weak  and  bring  back  the  scattered,  and,  by  an  awful 
labour,  to  awake  them  to  a  sense  of  the  holy  principle  of 
light,  life,  and  grace,  to  an  obedience  to  it,  to  a  knowledge 
of  its  blessed  effects;  this  is  the  one  thing  needful :  and,  oh  ! 
tliat  they  may  wrestle  and  prevail,  as  Jacob  did,  aud  obtain 
the  blessing,  for  yourselves,  and  for  the  whole  heritage  of 
God. 

And  you,  my  dear  friends,  who  arc  the  objects  of  the 
churches'  care,  and  amongst  whom  1  rank  myself,  surrounded 
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with  many  weaknesses,  much  imperfecliou,  far  short  of  the 
eTLcelleacy  that  adorned  our  predecesaon,  yet  straggluig  in 
hope  aftfv  a  better  life,  freedom  from  entanglements,  more 
lore  to  God,  and  his  truth,  yield  to  the  word  of  e&hortation  ; 
receive  this  Tisit  as  a  firesh  renewal  of  the  love  of  God,  and 
of  help  administeied  in  the  needful  time.  Iiet  us  embrace 
the  hand  held  out  to  help  us,  kiss  the  rod  we  may  have 
deserved,  and  give  thanhs  to  God  for  his  mercy  and  loving- 
kindness,  in  thus  exciting  a  fresh  concern  in  the  church  for 
the  restoration  of  individuals.  Let  us  prepare  ourselves,  itt 
sincerity,  to  receive  the  word  of  exhortation  in  meekness  and 
humility;  so  shall  we  be  made  partakers  of  the  benefits 
intended,  feel  our  strength  renewed  to  ran  with  alacrity  the 
race  that  is  set  before  us,  be  made  helpful  to  others  in  their 
progress,  and,  having  finished  our  course  with  joy,  leave  a 
bright  example  to  those  who  follow  after  us. 

Under  a  sense  of  the  great  need  we  have  to  be  afresh 
roused  up  to  diligence,  I  found  a  willingness  to  throw  these 
few  hints  before  my  brethren,  as  a  testimony  of  my  full  unity 
with  the  ])roi}osition,  and  my  desire  tliat  it  may  be  rendered 
efTectual  to  the  help  of  many,  and  the  general  edification  of 
the  churches. 

I.  FOTUEUUILL. 

He  united  with  a  part  of  the  Committee  in  visiting  the 
meetings  of  Friends  in  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire,  his  sister 
accompany  iiig  him  in  the  latter.  In  a  subsequent  letter,  he 
thus  speaks  of  the  visit,  iu  terras  more  suited  U>  the  well- 
known  diirulence  of  his  character,  than  to  the  part  which  he 
took  in  the  service :  — 

**  It  was  with  imii  h  reluctance  that  1  consented  to  be 
named  on  such  a  service  as  that  in  which  we  took  a  small 
part,  I  hope  to  our  own  help  at  least;  and  if  we  either 
tended  to  hold  up  the  hands  of  those  who  were  qualified  for 
the  service,  or  gave  proofs  that  we  had  the  fullest  unity  witli 
it,  we  are  glad.  We  fmd,  by  several  accounts,  that  the  visit 
has  been  well  received  every  where,  and  many  testimonies 
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giYen  of  its  utility.  1  cannot  forbear  thinking,  that  times  of 
dbtress  are  gradually,  imperceptibly  advancing;  the  season 
may  not  be  in  my  time,  but  I  wish  to  be  prepared  for  it  if  it 

should. 

To  my  nephew  and  bis  family  say,  that  if  they  look 
back  frequently  to  the  worthy  parts  of  their  ancestiy,  with  a 
wish  to  follow  their  footsteps,  they  will  be  the  better  for  it 
To  all  the  progeny  of  our  worthy  fitther  is  the  gracious  regard 
of  heaven  extended,  and  we  ought  to  be  abundantly  thankful 
that  BO  many  are  preserved  from  the  spots  and  stains  of  this 
life."— ri>-     io  Sarah  HM,  10  Mo.,  17M,  1776.) 

Amongst  the  many  distinguished  men  who,  from  similarity 
of  pursuits.  Dr.  Fothergill  ranked  amongst  his  intimate 
friends,  was  John  Howard.  They  were  both  engaged, 
though  in  diflTerent  spheres,  in  lessening  the  miseries  of 
human  life;  and,  in  attempting  to  prevent  those  injuries 
and  diseases  which  contagion  produce^,  tlicy  united  their 
labours.  They  were  desired  to  attend  before  the  House  of 
Commons,  where  they  gave  such  information,  that  an  Act 
was  passed  on  the  subject  of  the  health  of  prisoners,  and 
for  preventing  the  gaol  distemper,  also  f<n  building  peni- 
tentiary prisons.  Tliese  two  eminent  nn  n,  with  George 
Whatley,  were  appointed  by  the  King  commissioners,  for 
fixing  upon  a  site,  and  directing  suitable  buildings  to  be 
erected,  for  carrying  this  new  system  into  execution.  Again, 
when  the  Legislature  was  informed  of  the  great  mortality 
amongst  the  French  and  Spanish  prisoners  then  confined  at 
Winclu  strr,  Dr.  Fothergill  was  consulted,  and  he  recom* 
mended  Dr.  J.  Carmichael  Smith  to  superintend  the  prisons, 
to  avert,  if  possible,  the  spreading  contagion:  the  success 
which  ensued  confirmed  the  discOTnment  evinced  in  the 
selection.  When  the  Empress  of  Russia  wished  to  introduce 
into  her  dominions  the  practice  of  inoculation  for  the  small- 
pox, and  desired  her  ambassador  in  England  to  send  over  a 
competent  person,  he  applied  to  Dr.  Fothergill,  who  recom- 
mended Dr.  (ailerwards  Baron]  Dimsdale,  and  he  was,  in 
consequence,  appointed  to  that  distinguished  employment* 
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In  common  w  lili  many  other  good  mcji,  Dr.  Folhergill 
deeply  lamented  the  unliai)jn'  contest  between  Great  Britam 
and  the  American  colonies ;  he  had  exerted  himself  by 
writing,  and  in  various  w^ys,  to  avert  it.  He  and  his  friend, 
David  Barclay,  were  authorised  to  attempt  a  compromise 
with  Benjamin  Franlilin,  before  his  departure  from  England; 
accordingly,  several  conferences  were  Ik 'Id  with  him,  and 
some  correspondence  took  place,  in  endeavours  to  arrange 
the  difi'ereuces  and  establish  a  permanent  reconciliation 
between  the  two  countries,  but  the  attempt  proved  unsuc- 
cessful. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  entimerate  the  various  ways  by 
which  Dr.  Fothergill  endeavoured  to  promote  the  advantage 
and  the  general  good  of  his  fellow-creatures ;  iDdependeotlj 
of  the  opportunities  afforded  by  his  extensive  practice  as  a 
physician^  and  his  high  standing  in  -  general  society,  he  was 
often  engaged  in  proposing  plans  conducive  to  this.  Hia 
enlarged  mind,  capable  of  embracing  every  object  of  use- 
fulness and  benevolence,  was  enabled  to  aecompUsh  much 
by  the  order  and  punctoality  which  pervaded  and  regulated 
all  his  conduct. 

A  benevolence  so  comprehensive  and  universal  could  not 
overlook  the  important  sidgect  of  the  right  education  of 
youth.  It  did  not  escape  his  observing  mind,  and  he  was 
occupied  with  it  for  several  years.  He  saw  with  concern 
how  much  the  young  are  exposed  to  temptation,  and  he 
wished,  by  promoting  a  guarded  education,  to  strike  at  the 
root  of  the  evil.  He  would  willingly  have  included  (he 
whole  community ;  but,  conscious  that  the  attempt  on  so 
large  a  scale  would  be  fruitless,  he  confined  his  hopes  and 
his  attempts  within  the  bounds  of  his  own  religious  society, 
in  which  his  influence  was  great,  and  where  he  knew  he 
should  receive  assistance  and  support. 

To  this  desire  on  the  part  of  Dr.  Fothergill,  the  Society 
owes  its  valuable  institution  at  Ackworlh.  The  circum- 
stances wiiicli  led  to  the  establishment  of  that  school  are 
thus  related  by  Dr.  Hird : — 
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**  On  his  return  from  Cheshife,  Id  the  year  1777,  he  did  me 
the  faroiir  of  being  my  guest  for  a  few  days*  In  one  of  the 
maoy  interviews  be  then  bad  with  his  friends,  the  conversa- 
tion turned  on  an  institution  at  Gildersome,  a  small  esta- 
blishment for  the  education  of  the  poorer  children  amongst 
the  Society.  Dr.  Fothergill  enquired  into  its  state  and 
management,  and  how  far  it  might  serve  as  a  model  for  a 
larger  underlakuig.  The  present  stale  ot  the  Foundling 
Uo&pilal,  at  Ackwortb,  was  also  mentioned ;  erected  at  a 
vast  expense,  it  was  then  in  danger  of  dilapidation,  and 
ready  for  public  sale.  This  struck  him  forcibly  —  *Wby 
may  not  this,'  said  he,  '  serve  the  very  purpose  I  am  in 
pursuit  ofr'  The  building,  with  an  estate  ol  eighty  acres 
of  land,  was  purchased,  improved,  and  furnished  by  sub- 
scription. The  Doctor  set  a  generous  example,  by  his  own 
contribution,  and  an  endowment  by  his  will  in  perpetuity." 

In  thus  coming  forward  to  secure,  by  immediate  purchase, 
what  appeared  so  desirable  for  the  object  in  view.  Dr. 
Fothergill  was  assisted  by  his  friend,  David  Barclay,  and 
some  others.  With  a  generous  confidence,  they  trusted  to 
the  Society  for  confirming  and  perpetuating  that  which  they 
had  thus  begun.  Hie  event  folly  proved  that,  in  so  reposing 
their  trust,  they  did  not  err.  This  undertaking,  of  which 
Dr.  Fothergill  was  so  far  the  author  as  to  have  first  proposed 
it  to  the  consideration  of  the  Society,  he  had  the  satisfaction 
of  seeing  fully  established,  with  every  prospect  of  its  fully 
answering  the  design  of  its  benevolent  founders.  It  remained 
with  him  a  near  olject  of  interest  ibr  the  rest  of  his  life.  A 
few  months  before  his  decease,  he  broke  the  silence  in  a  com- 
mittee, by  saying  he  "  rejoiced  with  tremblmg**  at  the  success 
and  the  blessing  which  he  considered  had  thus  far  attended 
their  labours.  His  opinions  on  the  intention  of  the  school, 
the  suitable  objects  for  it,  &c.,  are  fully  developed  in  his 
well-known  "  Letter  to  a  Friend  in  the  country,  relative  to 
the  intended  School  at  Ackwortb,  in  Yorkshire,"  which  has 
several  times  been  printed.  He  had  also  much  concspoud- 
ence  on  this  institution,  in  which  his  sagacity  has  included 
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almost  every  subjeet  connected  with  the  establishment  of  the 
school,  even  to  very  minnte  details. 

For  a  series  of  years,  indeed  for  the  greater  part  of  his 
life^  Dr.  Fothergill  had  enjoyed  good  hesltb,  and  time 
seemed  but  slowly  to  diminish  the  vigour  of  his  body,  or 
weaken  the  exertions  of  his  mind ;  but  it  was  evident,  after 
the  decease  of  his  brother,  that  lie  was  less  capable  of 
euduriug  laligue,  and  lhat  his  annual  visits  to  Lea  Hall,  and 
the  recess  thus  obtained,  did  not  yield  him  that  renovation 
of  strength  which,  in  former  years,  had  been  the  result  of  this 
retirement.  In  the  11th  Month,  1778,  he  was  attacked  with 
a  severe  internal  complaint,  accompanied  with  intense  pain, 
and  which  much  reduced  his  strength.  Dr.  Letlsoin  says, — 
"In  the  height  of  this  distress,  I  visited  him,  aiKl  found  liim 
calm  and  collected.  He  described,  with  w  ondertid  serenity 
of  mind,  his  acute  misery,  expressuii^;  a  ]>ious  and  Christian 
resignation,  and  adding,  'that  if  he  had  left  anything  undone 
'which  he  wished  to  have  done,  it  was  pertecting  the  plan  of 
*Ackvvorth  School ;  and,  likewise,  the  complete  arrangement 
of  the  rules  of  our  religious  Society.* "  ♦ 

In  a  few  weeks  the  complaint  abated,  and  he  was  again 
able  to  see  his  friends  ;  and,  forced  by  the  importunities  of 
those  who  sought  relief  from  bis  medical  skilly  he  again 
resumed  the  duties  of  his  arduous  and  active  life. 

DR.  FOTHERGILL  TO  CATHARINE  PHILLIPS. 

London,  I2th  Mo.,  5th,  1778. 

Xhj  very  affectionate  letter  to  my  sister  revived 
the  remembrance  of  that  friendship  which  has  so  long  sub- 
sisted between  my  brother,  thyself,  and  us^  so  strongly,  that 
I  rather  chose  to  answer  it  mysdf*    Through  unmerited 

«  This  work,  although  not  completed  until  1782,  hsd  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  Meeting  for  Suflfexings,  of  which  Dr.  F.  was  an 
active  member,  for  a  constdenible  time  previously. 
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favour,  1  im  in  a  probable  wav  ol'  recovery,  though  yet  far 
from  vvcll.  My  disorder  was  at  first  a  common  cold:  1 
struggled  witli  it,  under  a  necessity  of  great  application,  till 
at  length  it  was  accidentally  increased,  and  brought  on  other 
complaints.  I  form  hopes  that  by  degrees  it  will  give  way. 
Aly  a})petite  and  i>lrength  are  gradually  returning,  and  though 
yet  unfit  for  trninj^'  abroad,  I  am  easy  and  content. 

I  cannot  express,  in  a  short  compas55,  Ihr  ll  .  lings  of  my 
mind  on  this  trying  occasion.  T  have  only  to  look  back  to 
that  point  wlien,  if!  had  not  been  relieved,  I  must  in  twenty- 
four  hours  licivL  Incn  numberrrl  with  the  dead,  and  saw  it 
most  clearly,  with  humbling  gratitude  lor  a  degree  of  calm 
resignation  to  the  Divine  will,  secretly  trusting  in  his  power^ 
goodness,  and  mercy.  And  may  I  never  forget  the  season. 
Anxiety  and  fear  united,  have  presented  themselves ;  but  I 
endeavoured  to  be  quiet,  and  to  trust  in  Him  who  alone  is 
worthy  to  be  confided  in  for  ever.  What  may  now  await 
me  I  know  not.  I  know  too  well  my  own  inability  to  help 
myself,  and  to  stay  me,  where  I  ought  to  remain,  without 
assistance  above  my  own  resolutions.  I  shall  wish,  however, 
to  detach  myself  from  the  world,  as  occasion  may  offer,  and 
to  which  this  dispensation  may,  I  hope,  contribute.  I  have 
not  hurried  into  these  numerous  engagements,  so  far  as  I 
know  of  myself,  from  any  other  motive  than  those  which 
urged  me  <m  to  do  the  business  of  ihe  present  hour  with 
diligence,  whether  in  Ihe  duty  of  my  profession,  the  common 
calls  of  life,  or  the  affairs  of  the  Society. 

This  plunge  will  oblige  me  to  make  some  choice,  and  its 
being  so  generally  known  will  serve  me  as  a  just  plea  ibr 
refusing  many  embarrassing  distant  engagements.  Such  are 
my  views  and  my  desires  at  present,  and  I  humbly  trust  that 
goodness  and  mercy,  which  has  given  me  my  life  as  a 
prey,  will  not  leave  me.  Indeed,  the  general  and  cordial 
regard  manifested  to  me,  by  Friends  and  others,  lays  a  strong 
obligation  to  gratitude  upon  me,  and  would  prompt  a  desire 
to  repay  it  But  I  must  not  give  way.  I  have  hitherto  done 
all  I  could  to  serve  all  within  my  reach,  and  it  is  a  satisfac- 
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tion  to  feel  that  I  have  not  senred  an  ungenerous  nor  ung;rate* 
ful  public. 

Thus,  my  dear  fiiend,  I  have  endeavoufed  to  giro  thee  a 
just  state  of  our  condition.  We  know  thy  present  desires 
for  our  good,  and  may  they  be  still  continued,  when  access 
is  granted. 

I.  &  A.  FOTRBBOILL. 

Some  time  after  his  recovery  I'roiii  this  illness,  he  visited 
Ackworth  School,  to  cudeavoiir  to  perfect  his  j>lan,  and  to 
perpetuate  its  advantages.  He  was  accompanied  by  his 
sister,  and  they  also  went  to  Knaresborough,  and  the  burial 
ground  at  Scotton,  "  to  ])ay,"  as  he  describes  their  visit, 
"  the  grateful  tribute  of  a  tear,  at  the  side  of  an  honoured 
parent's  grave;  to  see  that  his  sepulchre  was  not  laid  waste 
to  the  beasts  of  the  field,  but  secured  from  the  ravages  of 
neglect,  was  to  us  a  pleasing  duty.  Firmly  persuaded  that 
we  had  not  the  least  cause  to  mourn  on  his  account,  and 
nothing  left,  more  becoming  us,  than  to  call  to  mind  his 
precepts,  and  his  example,  we  left  the  solitary  spot  with 
hearts  full  of  reverent  thanhftilness  that  such  was  our  father, 
and  that  we  were  so  far  farouied  as  to  be  able  to  remember 
him  with  gratitude  and  affection.** 

The  burisl  ground  at  Scotton  is  still  occamonally  used  by 
Friends.  It  is  beautifiilly  ntuated  on  rising  ground,  amidsl 
extenslTe  woodlands,  and  surrounded  by  aged  trees  which 
Dr.  Fothergill  had  planted,  and  which  continue  to  show- 
that  they  had  been  placed  there  by  the  hand  of  judgment 
and  taste.  In  a  visit  made  to  this  lonely  and  interestiog 
place,  in  the  autumn  of  1842,  the  fences  were  found  in  good 
orcki,  but  cattle  were  allowed  to  graze  amongst  the  ancient 
grave  stones,  now  much  overgrown  with  moss;  the  inscrip- 
tions might  still  be  deciphered,  but  none  of  them  iniirked  the 
spot  where  the  venerable  remains  of  that  faithful  servant  of 
his  Lord  reposed. 
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DOCTOR  F0THER6ILL  TO  DR.  PRIESTLEY. 

Near  Middlewich,  rtli  Mo.,  24lfa,  1780. 

 It  is  my  fervent  wish  that  all  the  professors 

of  Christianity  may  be  more  anxious  to  live  Christian  lives, 
than  either  in  advancing  the  consequence  of  a  sect,  or 
reflecting  on  our  fellow-servants,  and  our  brethren,  the  sons 
of  the  same  Father. 

I  called  at  Ack worth  on  uiv  wav  hither,  and  find  \vc  have 
made  a  pretty  prospprons  beginning.  Above  80  girls  and 
150  boys  are  asseiubli  d,  in  Ipss  than  ten  months.  The 
head  of  the  house  is  made  for  it,  and  teachers  we  are  making 
as  fast  as  we  can :  the  children  are  already  moulded  into 
excellent  order,  and  are  clean  and  attentive.  The  beginning 
is  prosperous,  the  event  must  be  led.  To  establish  young 
minds  in  troth,  and  erase  the  prejudices  that  may  have  been 
sown,  is  a  great  object  with  me.  Reading,  writing,  and 
arithmetic  for  the  boys,  and  for  the  girls  the  addition  of 
necessafy  female  employments,  are  there  taken  care  of.  To 
give  them  an  early  inclination  of  acting  uprightly,  doing  to 
all  as  they  would  desire  others  to  do  to  them,  eren  in  the 
most  trivial  concerns  of  life,  is  a  matter  I  veiy  much  wish 
to  have  kneaded  into  all  their  instruction.  If  they  can  act 
so  as  to  avoid  the  reproaches  of  their  own  minds  in  the  first 
place,  and  then  be  able  to  act  such  a  part  as  to  feel  from  it 
interior  approbation,  they  never  will  slide  far  irom  the  paths 
of  rectitude.  The  power  of  Heaven  alone  can  do  the  rest 

One  word  more,  and  I  will  release  thee.  Take  care  of 
thy  health — remit  a)l  study — write  but  little — use  moderate 
esercise ;  establish  good  health  by  these  means,  then  work 
and  welcome. 

I.  F. 

The  firmest  constitution,  the  most  temperate  life,  must  at 
length  yield.  On  the  12th  of  the  12th  Month,  17R(),  Doctor 
Fothergill  experienced  a  severe  return  of  his  Ibrmer  corn- 
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plaini,  which  tho  united  efforts  of  several  of  the  most 
eminent  medical  men  could  not  remove;  and  although  he 
received  some  slight  relief  by  surgical  aid,  the  intense  pain 
which  accompanied  the  disease  throughout,  remained  nusub- 
diied,  and  under  its  eflfects  his  stieugth  rapidly  gave  waj. 
Yet,  in  the  midst  of  this  extreroitj  of  suffering,  his  mind  was 
preserved  calm  and  serene ;  he  expressed  a  hope  that  he  had 
not  lived  in  vain,  but  had  endeavoured  in  degree  to  answer 
the  end  of  his  creation,  by  sacrificing  interested  conridera* 
tions,  and  by  his  care  for  the  good  of  his  fellow^creatures. 
His  firm  belief  in  his  Redeemer  did  not  forsake  him  in  this 
trying  hour;  and  to  his  deeply-afflicted  sister  he  often 
addressed  words  of  comfort,  saying,  All  is  well  with  me ; 
through  the  mercy  of  God,  in  Jesus  Christy  I  am  going  to  a 
blessed  and  happy  eternity :  my  troubles  are  ended,  mourn 
not  for  me.**  In  this  peaceful  state  of  mind  he  departed  this 
life,  at  his  house,  in  Harpur-street,  on  the  S6th  of  the 
12th  Month,  1780,  in  the  sixty-ninth  year  of  his  age. 

His  remains,  attended  by  a  large  concourse,  who  assem- 
bled to  manifest  their  love  and  respect  for  his  character,  and 
their  sorrow  for  the  loss  of  such  a  man,  were  conveyed  to 
Wincliinore-liill,  and  interred  in  Friends'  burying  ground 
there,  on  Uie  iiliii  uf  first  uioulh,  1781,  aUcr  a  large  and 
solemn  meeting. 

Mncli  more  might  have  been  said  respecting  Dr.  Fothergill, 
i)iit  accounts  of  liis  life  liave  been  already  freqii!  ally  printed. 
Soon  after  his  decease,  his  relatives,  Dr.  W.  Hird,  and  Dr. 
G.  TiiuuipsoD,  each  wrote  sketciies  of  his  character,  or 
tributes  to  his  memory ;  his  friend  Dr.  Lettsoni  also  collected 
his  works,  and  published  them,  with  a  full  account  of  his  life ; 
(his  passed  through  at  least  four  editions,  and  is  the  fullest 
and  best  account  of  him  that  has  appeared.  Another  collec- 
tion of  his  works,  with  a  life  ])refixed,  was  also  published 
early  after  his  death,  by  J.  Elliott,  M.D.;  but  this  abounds 
with  errors,  few  of  the  particulars  respecting  himself  or  his 
family  being  correctly  stated  ;  some  of  these  errors  have  been 
copied  into  other  accounts  of  him  more  recently  published. 
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From  early  youth,  even  when  bat  eight  or  nine  years  old, 
his  love  for  the  prodactions  of  nature  was  developed ;  and  at 
that  early  period,  he  took  pleasure  in  studying  the  forms  of 
plants,  and  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  their  qualities,  with 
reference  to  their  powers  of  healing;  thits  early  was  he 
engaged  in  a  preparation  for  that  profession,  in  which  he 
afterwards  justly  attained  to  so  high  an  eminence.  To  an 
extraordinary  sagacity  and  discernment  in  treating  disease, 
he  was  accustomed,  as  he  has  been  reverently  heard  to  say, 
to  Jscck  ihc  Divine  blessing  upon  his  endeavours  to  restore 
those  under  his  care.  In  llie  early  part  of  this  volume,  it  is 
stated,  that  he  and  his  brother  Samuel  were  at  scliooi  toge- 
ther at  Urigg flats ;  subsequent  inloruiation  renders  it  more 
probable  that  they  were  placed  in  the  family  of  some  friend 
there,  but  attended  the  celebrated  grammar  school  at  Sed- 
berg,  not  quite  two  miles  distant.  The  earlier  part  of 
Samuel's  education  he  received  nt  the  grammar  school  of 
Yoresbridge,  near  Askrigg,  not  iar  from  the  place  of  his 
nativity. 

To  his  fondly  attached  sister,  the  death  of  Dr.  Fothergill 
was  a  severe  trial.  The  loss  of  a  tender  and  affectionate 
friend,  and  pleasant  companion,  was  irreparahle :  a  near  and 
close  attachment  had  subsisted  between  them  from  childhood, 
and  with  him  was  connected  all  her  earthly  enjoyments;  he 
brought  around  her  |he  best  society,  for  the  good  and  wise 
of  eveiy  coimtry  sought  and  found  in  htm  a  kindred  mind. 
She  was  now  lonely,  the  solitary  survivor  of  a  numerous 
family,  and  to  her  gentle  and  affectionate  heart  the  stroke 
which  severed  them  was  sharp,  but  she  bore  it  with  quiet 
and  patient  acquiescence  in  the  Divine  will.  She  was  a 
truly  religious  woman,  for  many  years  in  the  station  of  an 
elder,  well  concerned  for  the  good  of  our  religious  Society, 
and  earnest  in  the  support  of  its  discipline ;  kind,  benevolent, 
and  much  given  to  hospitality ;  every  first  and  liilh  day  she 
had  a  dinner  provided,  for  strangers  who  might  attend  West- 
minster Metiiiig,  to  which  slie  belonged,  whether  ministers 
or  others.    She  was  much  respected  and  beloved,  and  a 
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faithful)  discreet  coiiiise]lor  to  many,  who  sought  her  adWce 
in  their  Tarious  perplexities.  She  surYiTed  her  brother  many 
jears,  and  in  M  age  became  reiy  feeble  in  body,  and  her 
mental  faculties  much  declined ;  bat  it  was  evident  that  her 
mind  was  still  visited  and  snstained  by  the  inflaeoce  of 
Divine  love,  whicb  preserved  her  in  a  tender  and  innocent 
state  to  the  latest  period  of  a  long  life. 

She  died  at  her  honse  in  Great  Rossel-street,  on  the 
eighth  of  the  seventh  month,  1802,  aged  84  years,  and  was 
interred  at  Winchmore  Hill. 

The  salvation  of  the  righteons  is  of  the  Lord :  he  is  their 
strength  in  the  time  of  trouble. 

The  Lord  shall  help  them,  and  deliver  them,  and  save 
them,  because  Ihey  trust  iu  him  j  aud  their  nilicritauce  shall 
be  for  ever. 


I 

THE  END. 
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